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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise for
the presentation of colors.

(The Col or Guard entered the chanber
and proceeded to the front, presenting colors.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: | ask
everyone to renmain standing to recite the Pl edge
of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Li eut enant Col onel Jason Hesseling, chaplain of
Fort Drum w |l deliver today's invocation.

Chapl ai n?

CHAPLAI N HESSELI NG Pl ease bow
your heads and pray with ne.

Di vine Father, Creator of all, we
ask Your bl essing today upon this Senate chanber
for wise deliberations and effective actions for
the conmmunities they represent.

We seek Your blessing as well upon
the 10th Mountain Division and the soldiers and

famlies who call her home. W honor her |egacy.
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Born in the snowy peaks of the Rockies, forged in
a fire of the Italian Al ps, she has found her
home in the North Country.

We renmenber that our strength is not
nmerely in ruck and rifle, but in our character,
the same character reflected in the resilience
and pioneering spirit of the Enpire State.

We pray that the bonds of friendship
and the strength of faith continue to neet the
call of our great nation: For our comrunities
and nei ghbors who open their hearts and honmes to
mlitary famlies, for our soldiers who protect
our borders, and for our civic |eaders, who
govern for all and secure the freedons we defend.

We place all these diverse needs in
Your unified hands. Help us to bridge
di vi siveness and the conpeting requirenents with
the sane spirit of cooperation that exists
bet ween the 10th Mountain and the great State of
New Yor k.

May our work today be worthy of the
| egacy of those who have served before us, and
endure long after those who follow. Keep us
safe, keep us united, and may we al ways strive

towards the highest ideals of justice and peace
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inour clinmb to dory.

We ask this and all great things in
Your holy nanme. Anmen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Col or
Quard, retire the colors.

(The Col or Guard | owered the colors
and exited the chanber.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
May 1, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, April 30,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sanders
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Envi ronnent al Conservation, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 1388A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 3179B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 101.
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Senat or Bail ey noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Codes, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1422 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 4525, Third Readi ng Cal endar 614.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Amendnments are
offered to the follow ng Third Readi ng Cal endar
bills:

By Senator Baskin, page 11
Cal endar 180, Senate Print 6009A;

Senat or Myrie, page 17,

Cal endar 412, Senate Print 2539B;

Senat or Martinez, page 28,
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Cal endar 668, Senate Print 9326;

Senat or Kavanagh, page 34,
Cal endar 763, Senate Print 8527A;

And Senator Rivera, page 23,
Cal endar 556, Senate Print 1911A

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | wish to call
up the following bills, which were recalled from
the Assenbly and are now at the desk
Senate Bill Nunbers 7328A, 2280B, and 120A

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
147, Senate Print 7328A, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

Cal endar Nunber 289, Senate Print
2280B, by Senator Wbb, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

Cal endar Nunber 627, Senate Print
120A, by Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Move to
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reconsi der the votes by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
bills are restored to their its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this time | want to thank our |eaders from
Fort Drum for their indul gence, but we have a
noon deadline for the budget extender, so they
are going to watch us do our business for a few
m nutes, and then we'll hear the remarks we've
been waiting for fromFort Drum | eadershi p.

So to start, there will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There

will be an i medi ate neeting of the
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Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:28 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:32 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Pl ease take that up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: All
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anari s.
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Oh, yes. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 335, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
General Business Law,

Senate Print 10166, by
Senat or Serrano, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent;

Senate Print 10167, by
Senat or Serrano, an act providing for the
adm ni stration of certain funds and accounts
related to the 2026-2027 budget.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | nove to
accept the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Now we
ask: Al those in favor of accepting the report
of the Rules Commttee, please signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.
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(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
880, Senate Print 10166, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
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nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
881, Senate Print 10167, by Senator Serrano, an
act providing for the adm nistration of certain
funds and accounts related to the 2026-2027
budget .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.
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(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

Excuse ne. In relation to
Cal endar 881, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease nove to
t he readi ng of the controversial suppl enenta
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
880, Senate Print 10166, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Presi dent. Wuld Senator Serrano yield for
some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD:. WI I the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Good nor ni ng,
Senat or. Thank you.

Here we are on Monday, well over a
nont h past the budget due date now, enacting our
ni nt h budget extender of this season.

My read of this extender says we're
addi ng another 3.1, approxinmately, billion
dollars in additional spending authority,

bringing our total for the extenders to just shy
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of $20 billion for the nonth that this budget has
been | ate.

Can you tell us today where we stand
on the budget progress? And when do you expect
us to have the final nine budget bills in place
for us to consider?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senator O Mara, we are certainly
nmoving along in the right direction. You are
correct, this is our ninth budget extender. And
it does appropriate for the continuation of state
government to allow for funding for inportant
things like payroll costs, SUNY pensions, WC
paynents, Departnent of Labor, transportation,
Depart ment of Veterans' Services, and many ot her
itenms to ensure that our governnent can function
accordingly.

To answer your question, we are
certainly noving in the right direction. | don't

have a definitive tinetable as to when this

budget negotiation will conclude and we will vote
on the additional -- the renmining of our budget
bills.

However, this certainly allows for
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us to get to that nonent.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, on the
maj or policy issues that we've discussed in every
one of these extenders that are out there --
primarily, the auto insurance reforns being
di scussed, the stream ining of SEQR the New York
for All, the CLCPA changes -- what can you report
to us today on the progress of nailing down those
policy issues and getting ready to nove forward
with the rest of the budget?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senat or, negotiations on all of
t hose outstanding itens continue in earnest. |
believe that there has been progress nmade on

t hese very inportant issues.
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But just to rem nd everyone that
t hese are not the issues before us at this nonent
inthis bill. This bill is what is known as a
cl ean extender to continue with the functioning
of our state governnent.

SENATCR O MARA: Madam Pr esi dent
if the Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Do we have table
targets yet for the joint budget conference
commttees to start working on?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam President. Yes, we do, Senator. W have a
total table target of $380 million, which
accounts for various anmounts of funding across
state governnent.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: And how wi | | that
addi ti onal spending be divvied up anongst the
various tables, the various joint budget
conference committees?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam President. This anount that | nentioned,
$380 million, represents a nodest increase over
| ast year, simlar to last year in the way that
it was divided anongst the tables.

| don't have specific nunbers for
that, but it will be simlar to what we've had in
years prior.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Since we have

table targets today, for the first time in over a
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nmont h of the budget being late, can you tell us,
with that additional 380 million, what the total
spendi ng of this budget is going to be this year?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senator, at this point, without a
final budget to vote on, it's difficult to give
you that exact amount. But certainly if you | ook
at what the Executive Budget had and what we as a
Senat e one- house and what the Assenbly had, it
will be somewhere within that ball park

But at this point it would be
premature for ne to give a nunber.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, with
regards to the New York for Al proposals that
are being discussed, it was reported either today

or over the weekend that it's being discussed
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that we will be not allow ng our counties, our
county jails to hold those under |ICE detention.

Can you tell us if that is actually
bei ng di scussed and whether that's been agreed
to?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam President. As | nentioned a m nute ago,
there are negoti ati ons happening in earnest.

But just to be clear, the budget
bill -- the extender bill before us does not
speak to that issue. So what we're voting on
does not contain any of those policy issues.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Here we are on our
ni nt h budget extender, ninth debate on these
budget extenders, over a nonth |ate with our
budget now. The only thing new we've | earned so
far is we're going to have table targets. Maybe
the joint budget conference conmttees will neet.

But we still have no concept of what

the overall budget is going to be between the
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Governor's 30-day anmendnents of | think
$262 billion up to the Assenbly's proposal of
$272 billion. Massive spending of the state.

W're a nonth [ate. W have no
details on howthis is going to be put together
in the end. W have nine budget bills that have
not been done, only one of the 10 has been done,
and that's to authorize our continued paynents of
our debts, which certainly needed to be done.

But to be here at nine extenders in
over a nonth and still get no information on any
of the major policy issues that are holding this
budget up is not -- it's not good governnent, as
|"ve said in every one of these budget
di scussi ons and debates that we've had. It's not
good for New York, it's not good for New Yorkers.
It's not good for us doing our jobs here on
preparing for debate of these bills.

And it certainly provides
New Yorkers no opportunity to weigh in on the
actual discussions and the actual agreenents that
are comng together. And that's just not good
gover nment .

And again, |'msure no doubt that

when these budget Bills do come, they'll cone
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wi th messages of necessity fromthe Governor
which will not even give the constitutionally
required three-day waiting period for us to have
tine to reviewthe bills, for our constituents to
weigh in with us on where they feel we should be
goi ng on these bills.

It's a terrible way to be running
government. It's a terrible way to be spendi ng
over a quarter of a trillion dollars annually in
our state budget now.

It's very concerning. It's
unsust ai nabl e spending with no explanation to
New Yor kers what soever. And this process needs
to change, Madam Presi dent.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
i s closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 880, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Now | et's take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1713, by Senator Scarcell a- Spanton,
read its title and introduce Major GCeneral
Scott Naumann to address us, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1713, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, nenoriali zi ng
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 4, 2026, as
10t h Mountain Division and Fort Drum Day in the
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State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: It is
now mmy honor to introduce Maj or Ceneral Scott
Naumann, conmandi ng general of the 10th Muntain
Division at Fort Drum

General ?

MAJOR GENERAL NAUMANN: Wl |, good
nor ni ng.

(Response of "Good norning.")

MAJOR GENERAL NAUMANN: Madam
Majority Leader, nenbers of the New York State
Senat e, thank you for honoring the
10th Mountain Division and allowi ng us all the
privilege of addressing you today fromthis
esteened podiumin this really magnificent
bui | di ng.

And | should say, before | get into
my remarks, as kind of an aside, what a privilege
for us to kind of witness governnent in action
this nmorning and for us to see firsthand what and
why we choose to defend our great republic.

So I"'mrenm nded by a senator friend
of mne that much |ike sone of the architectura
el enents in this building, government is never

finished. So thanks for the opportunity to be
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here and to address you today.

The 10th Mountain Division is,
wi t hout question, one of the npbst consistently
depl oyed and operationally relevant divisions in
the United States Arny today. Qur hone here in
New York at Fort Drum provides us with a
fantastic venue to conduct training that's
rel evant to the next fight, while our
i nfrastructure and our services are anong the
best in the entire departnent.

Sinmply put, our readiness is locally
driven, but our inpact is global.

So today I'd like to first provide
you with a highlight that highlights sone of
t hose readi ness inpacts, and then I'Il outline a
few areas for your consideration and continued
support and advocacy.

To begin with, let ne tell you: CQur
di vision at Fort Drum very busy, as you can
i mgi ne. The soldiers of our 1st Brigade
recently returned fromthe Central Command area
of operations in the Mddle East and are well
into train-up for what we anticipate will be a
subsequent depl oynment in the future.

Qur 2nd Brigade is already, today as
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| speak, in harmis way, supporting Central
Command in the Mddl e East.

The environment has changed quite a
bit fromwhen they were originally notified of
t heir depl oynent, but their resolve renains
steady. They're ready to take on any m ssion,
and they will continue even this week to begin
deploying to the M ddl e East.

Qur 3rd Brigade is |eading our armny
as what we call a transformation-in-contact
brigade. And this places our formations at the
cutting edge of devel opi ng technol ogy for
technol ogy energing threats, threats |i ke drones
and cyberattacks.

Qur Aviation Brigade, all of the
helicopters that are in our force, just recently
fielded the | atest Apache attack helicopter, the
| atest and the newest in the Arny, and they just
had a task force that returned fromthe
Sout hern border, where their efforts positively
i npacted the security of our entire nation.

Qur logistics and our sustai nnent
expertise has proven its expeditionary
capability, providing world-class support to

m ssions around the globe. |In fact, at one point
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intinme the sun never really set on this

expedi tionary sustai nnent |ogistics unit. They
had folks in the Mddle East, they had folks in
Europe, they had folks in Cuba, they had folks in
the Pacific all at the sanme tine. W're really
proud about that.

And finally, the division
headquarters, where ny chair is, recently in the
fall returned from Fort Huachuca, Arizona, where
we showcased our ability to go solve problens
around the country and the world on the
Sout hern border. In this vital role, our
headquarters established a joint task force that
synchroni zed security, aviation, and |ogistics
efforts across a 2,000-nm | e border and an
i ncredi bly, as you can inmagi ne, conpl ex
oper ational area.

In fact, it was that deploynent | ast
year, the reason that | mssed this annual event
here in this great Senate. However, since |'ve
returned, |'ve conme in contact with many of you
And just about every time, in addition to a thank
you for your service, which we very nmuch do
appreciate, | also get asked, What can we do to

hel p?
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That question has significant
gravity, and it's not one that | take lightly.
But ny answer to that question is quite sinple:
Conti nue your advocacy and support of initiatives
that ensure Fort Drum s readi ness today and
rel evancy tonorrow.

Initiatives such as Operation Janus,
whi ch puts Fort Drumin the running to be one of
the first installations to harness nucl ear power
t hrough the enploynment of mcro-reactors. |If
approved, this Arny-wi de programw || ensure the
energy resiliency of our installation and the
| ocal area of the North Country to ensure that we
are prepared to respond to requests from civil
authorities or to short-notice depl oynent
gl obal ly.

We expect the final decision, in
fact, in the next couple of nonths. And | nust
say New York State's ongoi ng support has been
integral to our place in the selection process.
So thank you for your advocacy there.

Anot her area of support is the
State Health Departnment's work to ensure a bright
future for the North Star Health Alliance that

serves our North Country conmunity as well as
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Fort Drum Unlike our other Arny bases around
the country -- and you nmay not know this -- when
the 10t h Mountain cane back to Fort Drumin 1985,
by design, they didn't build a hospital. The
idea was to be totally integrated with the |oca
comunity.

And so our readiness, the readi ness
of our soldiers, the readiness of our famlies,
are dependent on the |local health conmunity needs
that our area provides. So your ability to
enable North Star to gain a little bit firner
fiscal ground strengthens the foundation of this
uni que nedi cal nodel that we enjoy.

Today | hope to neet with the
New York State deputy conm ssioner for the
Depart ment of Mdtor Vehicles to discuss bringing
back a service location to Fort Drum In the
early 2000s, we benefited fromthis partnership
with local governnent to better serve the needs
of our 36,000 servicemenbers and their famlies.

Qur needs are not typical for normnal
New Yor kers, because we cone frommultiple states
and we're often very transient. So having
subj ect matter experts in a DW that can help

address those is nuch needed, and | | ook forward
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to working with the state and the county novi ng
forward to make this a reality.

W also plan to neet with the
director of security intelligence and the acting
cyber chief. W're working together on strategic
pl anni ng and protection training to counter the
rapi dly energing technology that is being
utilized by adversaries around the world today.

The state's participation in our own
annual installation protection exercise this
August was very inportant as we focus on new
threats. And | think it will nmake us all safer.
So we | ook forward to the state's invol venent
t here.

And next nmonth will be one of three
installations in the United States Arnmy to open a
canmpus-styl e dining venue, sonething that
sol di ers have been requesting for years. This is
essentially a contract-run facility that offers a
variety of restaurant-quality nenus for soldiers
to choose from utilizing a daily neal all owance.

It allows nore choice, it provides
heal thy nmeal options at nore tines to neet
soldiers' needs. And it delivers a higher degree

of satisfaction.
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Way shoul d you be interested? Well,
New York's support to the North Country
agriculture is part of this incredible effort,
because a | arge percentage of the food that wll
be served in this new dining venue will be
seasonal and | ocally sourced.

As we are preparing to shut down our
mai n runway on Weel er-Sack Arny Air Field for
much- needed i nfrastructure upgrades, we're
| ooking to | ocal and regional airports for their
support in our outload. And as | nentioned,
we' re busy, constantly noving. The mllions of
dol lars of investnment that New York has made in
both the Watertown International Airport and the
Hancock International Airport in Syracuse, and
others, will directly support depl oynents and
homecom ngs during our air field upgrade.

So we appreciate the ongoing
di al ogue and your interest in ensuring the nation
mai ntains its power projection capability in the
Nort heast .

And finally, the New York Power
Authority's $1 mllion investnment in a
proof - of -concept plant at the Enpire State M ne

in nearby Fow er, New York, has proven extrenely
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informative. Fort Drumis now anong a snall
nunber of installations being considered for an
enhanced-use |l ease with industry specifically for
comercial graphite processing. The initiative
is just getting off the ground but could prove to
be highly inpactful to secure national supply
lines of critical mnerals.

And | don't need to rem nd this body
of our location along 1-81 and the proximty to
t he Technol ogy Corridor and M cron plant,
everything that's going on around Syracuse and
the rest of the North Country. Tonorrow we will
host an Industry Day to showcase this trenmendous
opportunity.

Simply stated, what's good for
Fort Drumis good for the North Country and great
for New York. A benefit to the North Country is
a benefit to Fort Drum This synbiotic
relationship is part of our foundational design,
as | nentioned, and it's what nmakes Fort Drum
special, as conpared to the rest of the Arny.

You know, it's funny, you all cal
t hi s annual event the Fort Drum and 10th Mountain
Division Day, and we call it the Al bany Day. But

no matter the viewpoint, what makes serving in
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the Enpire State so special is how we work
t oget her.

We recently rel eased our annual
econoni c inpact report that estimtes that
Fort Drumcontributed $2.2 billion to the | ocal
econony in the North Country. W are -- and we
remain -- the largest single-site enployer in the
state, and we're proud of our positive inpact in
t he surrounding cormmunities that we call hone.

There isn't a report, though, that
estimates how New York's investnments in areas
I i ke nucl ear power generation services,
agriculture, mning, airports -- how those
contribute to Fort Drum It's significant,
t hough. And certainly in dollars invested, but
perhaps nore inportantly in the inpact to our
readi ness now and our institution's relevance in
t he future.

|"ve tal ked a | ot about nany
big-picture initiatives today as we've toured
this beautiful Capitol building. But |I want to
| eave you with our thanks, our collective
t hanks -- for your interest, for your compassion,
for your kindness to our soldiers, our famlies,

and the civilians that call our conmunity hone.
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Seeing so many of you talk with our
young 10t h Muntain troopers that are showcasi ng
some of our equi pnment and sone of their
activities this norning, and asking them about
their famlies and what their plans are after
they | eave the service, is a clear denonstration
of support fromthe | eaders of New York to your
mlitary base up in the North Country.

W are hunble -- we are hunbled. W
are grateful for your support because you, our
nei ghbors, our friends and our fellow patriots,
are why we commit to a lifetime of service.

Thank you again for the opportunity
to speak, for your ongoing commtnent to our
m ssion, to our people, and for reinforcing the
belief that there is no better place to serve
than right here in the great State of New York

Clinb to Aory! And thank you.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now pl ease
recogni ze Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins on this
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Majority

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3993

Leader Stewart-Cousins on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you

so much, Madam Presi dent.

And | really do want to thank you
Maj or General Naumann -- he nmade sure that | got
the pronunciation right. And he said, "It's
i ke: Now, man!"

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And
certainly your life has dictated that rapid
response.

And certainly | do appreciate the
fact that you were able to sit through sone of
our proceedi ngs and appreciate the fact that we
know that as we do these deliberations, we al so
need to keep government working and going. And
so that's what you witnessed today. So | thank
you for your patience.

Al so, | met the Mayor (finger
guot es), Col onel Jason Adler, who's in charge of
all the adm nistration. Thank you so nuch as
wel | for being here.

And | also want to recogni ze, you
know, what you do not only for us but for the

cadets and the entire comunity here.
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Also with you, | understand, is
Command Sergeant Maj or Dan Burns, the garrison
command sergeant major, and Captain G ant
Grai nger, the aide-de-canp. And Julie, | see you
back there. Thank you. Julie Halpin, who's the
publi ¢ and congressional affairs.

And | want to thank
Li eut enant Col onel Jason Hesseling for the
invocation earlier, his beautiful invocation.
Thank you so much for starting us off that way.

And of course to all the cadets with
us today representing the U S. Arny's
10th Mountain Division here in the Senate chanber
as we celebrate -- yes, it's Fort Drum Day for
us, and we wouldn't mss it for the world. So
t hank you so much for being here.

| also want to express my gratitude
to Senator Jessica Scarcell a- Spanton, who is the
chair of the Conmttee on Veterans, Honel and
Security and Mlitary Affairs, for steadfastly
| eadi ng our effort to support our veterans in
New York and their mlitary famlies.

And | also want to thank the sponsor
of today's resolution, Senator Mark Wal czyk, who

represents Fort Drum And of course as we thank
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all of you fromFort Drum thank you al so,
Senat or, for your service.

And all the nmenbers in this chanber
who have answered the call to serve, including
the Mnority Leader, Senator Ott, who you'll be
hearing from as well as their famlies: | want
to, you know, thank each and every one of you for
the sacrifice that you nake for our country.

And | just wanted to give a speci al
shout - out because one of ny staffers,

Em |y Bruggeman, her husband Jason Schewe was
depl oyed from Fort Drum He's depl oyed overseas.
So again, you know, it hits home for us.

And, you know, our hearts and
prayers go with all of you here or wherever you
go on behal f of us.

And |'mthe daughter of a
Wrld War Il veteran who earned a Purple Heart
and a Bronze Star, and the sister of a Vietnam
War veteran. And so, you know, | certainly am
very serious about the well-being of our mlitary
and what you do for us.

And every year this event allows us
to commenorate not only the significance of

Fort Drumto New York State but the exceptiona
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sacrifice nmade by the servicenenbers and fanmlies
who call it hone.

Fort Drum where sol diers have
trained for decades to defend us and our allies
intimes of war and crisis, has stood in our
state for over a century.

It's al so been the honme of the
10t h Mountain Division, one of our nation's nost
di stingui shed divisions in the United States
Arny, for over 40 years -- the site in Jefferson
County, where it now sits, from 1908; the
| ocation of Canp Pine, a vital mlitary training
site where many units who fought in Wrld War 11
and the Korean War trained.

Expandi ng over 107,000 acres near
Lake Ontario, Fort Drum has continued to play an
inmportant role in our nation's national security.
There, each year, over 80,000 soldiers are
nmobi |i zed, trained, and kept ready to neet
national security requirenents.

Fort Drumis not only a center of
our country's military operations but also a
driving force behind Northern New York's economny.
And certainly you' ve spoken of that, and we hear

you. But 1'Il get to that later.
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As the area' s | argest enployer, it
provides critical economc stability and supports
the daily lives of thousands of active-duty
servi cemenbers and their famlies.

To New Yorkers, Fort Drumis an
enduring synmbol of courage, and the soldiers
stationed there carry and continue a tradition of
patriotismand service.

These are the nen and wonen who run
t owards danger. Those stationed at Fort Drum
represent the very best of our nation: Odinary
Aneri cans who answer the extraordinary call to
serve, choosing a life of sacrifice and
conmmi t nent .

It is that commitnent that allows
the rest of us to live in a denocracy and to |ive
alife of freedomand security.

W' ve all seen the headlines, and
it's clear that chall engi ng days are ahead in our
country. And the cadets here today will be anong
those called to rise to that nonment of strength
and resolve. So as Majority Leader of the
New York State Senate, | want to convey how
i mensely proud New York is to have you belong in

our great state.
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And we'll continue to stand with you
and to advocate for you and to denonstrate our
gratitude -- not only in words, in deeds.

| nust say that your presentation of
the things that you need us to do was inportant.
Usual |y people conme and they -- we all exchange
pl atitudes. But you had a list. You know,
bet ween COperation Janus and meki ng sure your
heal t hcare is sustained, the dining, supporting
the agriculture, DW, the integration into the
comunity, the airport -- we can help you in al
t hose ways.

And so | want you to know that | do
appreci ate your not only being here and calling
this Al bany Day to our Fort Drum Day, but giving
us the list of things that we need to do to nake
sure that we continue to be good nei ghbors for
you just as you have been for us and for our
great state and our country for all these years.

So thank you so nuch for your
presence here. And thank you, Madam Presi dent,
for the tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Majority Leader.

Mnority Leader Ortt on the
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resol ution.

SENATOR ORTT: Wel |, thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent .

| want to start off by thanking ny
col | eague Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, not
only for her kind words but for continuing this
tradition, which goes back certainly |ong before
| was here in the Senate and | know before many
of us were here in the Senate.

| want to thank Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton, who it was noted is the chair
of the Veterans, Mlitary Affairs, and
Honel and Security Commttee -- but not only that,
is amlitary spouse.

And | think for those who are here,
maybe you're a mlitary spouse, but you all may
have a mlitary spouse. And | think we would al
agree that that, at times, is even nore difficult
than serving in uniform And so | certainly want
to thank her for her continued service.

| want to thank Senator Mark
Wal czyk, who continues to serve, actually
mssed -- was it last year? Two years ago --
because he was depl oyed. And he continues to

wear that uniform proudly. And just as proudly,
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he continues to represent Fort Drum and serve as
the Senator for Fort Drum

And | know this day -- going back to
when he worked for Senator Patty Ritchie, this
day nmeans a lot to himboth as a soldier and as a
Senat or .

And of course you're going to hear
fromour ranker on the Veterans' Affairs
Comm ttee, Senator Jake Ashby -- also, | mnust
add, an Arny veteran.

Now, there's a couple other folks in
t he chanber that were in other branches. There's
a couple of Marines lurking out there, as there
always is. There's a Navy veteran out there.
But proud of all their service. Proud of al
their service. And proud of all your service.

Maj or General Naumann, thank you for
bei ng here. Thank you for your kind words.
Thank you for your | eadership of the

10t h Mountain and of the Fort Druminstall ation.

You mentioned -- | think it is
fitting -- that your soldiers sawa little bit, a
little bit -- alittle bit of a preview of kind

of what goes on here sone days. And | think it's

important, | think it's fitting that you' re here
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to see what you're defending sort of work itself
out .

You know, we always tal k about the
bi g reasons why you do what you do. Right?
Freedom And that's very true. But | think
sonetimes we say that and it's like, well, what

does that really look like? Right? And it's the

freedomto debate. It's the freedomto |ay aside
a bill. And dammt, it's the freedomto have a
| ate budget if we want to too, | guess. Right?

So -- but it's that freedom And
it's not always pretty. And it's not always as
orderly as the mlitary or as the Arny --
everything's not "Dress R ght Dress" here. But
that's what you're defending, that's what you're
protecting: Qur ability to have these debates
and to lay bills aside and go back and forth and
pass things and go back and change them That's
what -- that's what it is. And it's happening in
state capitals across the country, and it's
happeni ng i n Washi ngton, D.C.

And | would also, to the soldiers
who are from New York, over -- | believe over in
this corner there, thank you for being here.

Thank you for your continued service to our
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country. W're happy to have you near home. |'m
sure your famlies are happy to have you near
home. And we're happy to have you in this
chanber .

It's an interesting thing, we' ve
heard about Fort Drum and the inportance it plays
in the conmunity. And | know firsthand, having
both been there and in other mlitary
installations, the relationship between the
installation and the surrounding conmunity is
very, very inmportant. Not only for that
comunity, but it's inportant for the
installation.

These are things for ny coll eagues.
People in the Pentagon, people nmaking major
deci sions about future investnments in mlitary
installations, will look at what is the
rel ati onship between that comunity and t hat
installation. That plays a huge role in the
future of those installations.

And so when there is a healthy
relationship, when there is a very synbiotic
rel ati onship, that only hel ps further ensure that
Fort Drumw Il continue to play an inportant role

in the North Country and here in New York State.
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Now, you all should know, we have
many people -- we have a lot of folks cone to the
chanber. W al so have Wst Point Day, which is
anot her day we're all proud of here in the
chanber, where we recognize the oldest mlitary
acadeny in the country. And we recognize its
i mportant role and New York's inportant role at
nol di ng some of the future | eaders of the United
States Arny. Big deal

You're not being nolded -- you are
soldiers. You are soldiers. You are |eaders.
You are the people that those cadets aspire to
be. But you are also part of a storied unit.
Because when you think about Fort Drum just like
nmy colleagues in the city would know, just like
M5G woul dn't be MSGif it weren't for the Knicks
and the Rangers, and Hi ghmark Stadi um woul dn't be
what it is without the Bills, Fort Drum woul dn't
be what it is without the 10th Mountain D vision.

And the 10th Mountain Division
woul dn't be anything if it were not for the
peopl e who wear the patch on their shoul der, if
it were not for the | eaders who train and make
sure that future generations of Americans who

wear that patch know that history, know ancestry,
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know t hat |i neage.

And | can tell you, as sonmeone in
the Arny, for those who weren't, when you see
that patch -- there are certain patches in the
Arny that everyone, whether you're a part of that
unit or not, you know it tells you a little
somet hi ng about the person wearing it.

Wen you see a Ranger tab, it tells
you a little bit about that person wearing it.
When you see an Airborne tab, it tells you
sonmet hing about it, that person. Wen you see a
conbat infantry badge, that tells you sonething.

When you see the 10th Muntain
patch, it tells you sonething about the person
who bears that patch. And we have a | ot of pride
here, a lot of us you'll see, we've got the 10th
Mountain | apel pin. W're proud to be the state
t hat hosts the nost-depl oyed unit since 9/11.

But we're also -- we need to
recogni ze what that neans for the people in the
10th Mountain. That's a lot of time away from
famly. That's a lot of hardship. That's a | ot
of chall enges when they return. There's a cost,
right? 1t's not just about being proud: Boy,

t hose guys always go and fight our enem es, how
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great is that? Well, yeah, it's great, but maybe
not always for the people in the uniform

So we've got to nake sure that we're
there to support you, so that we're not just
proud of you on Veterans Day or Fort Drum Day,
but that we're -- we back that up with supporting
you the other 364 days of the year.

Because Fort Drum Day, to ne, | know
to Senator Walczyk and a ot of us, it's not just
one day, it's really -- it's a 365. Certainly
for Senator Wl czyk, who represents it.

And | think for a lot of us, we
recogni ze what that sacrifice really | ooks like.
And just like we were tal king about, it's not
al ways pretty here -- it's not always pretty on
the hone front. Right? As soldiers, we're
trained that we always | ook |ike everything's
t oget her, but sonmetinmes it's not.

And you need to know that there's
peopl e who have your back when you come back from
those nultiple deploynents or that your famly,
soneone has their back. And that's where that
comunity cones back into play in supporting al
of you and supporting your spouses and your

children. Because if you don't have that
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support, you can't do what we ask you to do.

And it is a dangerous world out
there. | don't know that it's ever not been, to
be fair. But it's not getting | ess dangerous.
And the only thing that keeps it |ess dangerous
for people here are you wearing that uniform

And that's why we're here today.
That's why today is Fort Drum Day for us. Every
day this time of year is an Al bany Day, General.
So, you know, it needs to be Fort Drum Day for
the people in this chanber. Because if it's just
an Al bany Day, you know, that could go a |ot of
different ways. But Fort DrumDay is a good day.

Fort Drum Day | know is a day that
there's a lot of pride in this chanber, for al
the reasons | nentioned. And we are honored to
have you in this chanber. W're honored by your
words. We're honored nostly by your actions, and
by the actions of the soldiers who are here and
the actions of the soldiers who aren't here
because maybe they' re sonmewhere el se, sonewhere
much nore dangerous, somewhere where it's not
just about a debate about a bill, it's far nore
serious.

And it's an honor for nme to have
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served. It's an honor for ne to be able to
tell -- for people who have never been to
Fort Drum | do believe that places breed a

certain kind of person. Fort Drumis the reason
the 10th Mountain is the division it is, because
they train at Fort Drum Fort Drumis a tough
place. It's a -- can be a harsh place. But it
breeds one of the best fighting divisions in the
world, on behalf of the values of America. And
that is definitely sonething we should all be
proud of, and | know we are.

And so, Madam President, | am proud
to speak and support the resolution, and | thank
you for your indul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And t hank you, Leader
Stewart - Cousins, for always making this a
priority every year.

Thank you, Senator Ott, for al

your ki nd words.
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And of course ny partner on this
day, Senator Wil czyk, who represents Fort Drum
thank you for all you do for that area as well.

| want to wel cone everyone visiting
the New York State Senate chambers today from
Fort Drum especially the Major Ceneral, all the
| eadership, and all the soldiers here with us
t oday.

We're here to honor the renmarkabl e
efforts of every man and wonan stationed at
Fort Drum and serving in the 10th Muntain
Division. Today we pay tribute to their vita
contributions to our national defense, and their
conti nued bravery.

Fort Drum acts as one of the | argest
enpl oyers in the region for both mlitary and
civilian workforce, and supports |ocal snall
busi nesses, housing, retail, healthcare and
construction.

A few years ago | actually had the
privilege to visit Fort Drum | went with ny
husband, who as it's been nentioned, he actually
served in the mlitary hinself. So he got a rea
kick out of me getting in the helicopter and

wavi ng down below to say hi to him
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So it was one of ny favorite
nmenori es, and one of the biggest honors of ny
life, to be able to cone see the work that
Fort Drum does firsthand.

Those strong partnershi ps between

the installation and | ocal governnment, school s,

and nonprofits, is what sets Fort Drum apart from

nmost mlitary installations in our country.

As we approach the 25th anniversary
of 9/11, it is inportant to note that not too
|l ong after the Septenber 11th attacks, which
shook not just New York but our entire nation,
the soldiers of the 10th Mountain D vision
di spl ayed extraordi nary courage, and our state
will always be grateful for the role that they
pl ayed.

Fort Drumis not only a synbol of
mlitary excellence, but also a cornerstone of
Nort hern New York's econony, serving as the
region's | argest enployer and supporting the
Iivelihoods of thousands of active-duty
servi cemenbers. There are over 35,000 soldiers
and famly nmenbers at Fort Drum They're our
nei ghbors, coworkers, classmates and friends.

And on a personal note,
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Maj or General, | really |iked what you sai d:
When you say thank you for your service, we
respond "What can we do?" And you laid out a
list.

And | will say | was going to reach
out to nmy staff to make sure they got it al
down, but our |eader had it nmenorized way before.
So she works harder and faster than every single
person in this room

But | think it's really inportant to
hear what we can do for you. Because | can say,
on a personal note, my husband did two tours to
Af ghani stan, and | | ook at especially the young
soldiers over here -- I'mnot sure if you' ve
depl oyed yet. But ny goal in this role -- |
chair the Commttee for Veterans -- is to nmake
sure that when you do get out of service, this is
a good place to | and on your feet.

Make sure you have the resources
that you need to not just survive, but to thrive.
Make sure that your fam |y nenbers, your children
have the resources you need. Because as Senator
Ott nentioned, this is something that inpacts
the whole famly.

And ny favorite thing about
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Fort Drum Day every year is that | get to speak
to the people Iike you, hear what you need the
nost. And | ast year | had a great conversation
wi th so many younger people, and they were
telling nme about their daily lives.

And it's really inportant to note
that Fort Drumis the nost deployed unit in the
entire country. And it's not just one parent who
depl oys sonetines, it's multiple parents,
mul ti pl e depl oynents. And we know firsthand -- |
know ny col | eague Senat or Ashby, Senator Wal czyk,
we have a | ot of veterans here in the chamnber;
thank you all for your service -- it inpacts the
entire famly.

So when | met with the soldiers |ast
year, they were telling ne sonetines -- and it is
such an amazing thing that you share the
hospital. It's really inportant for the
North Country. But one of the things | heard is
sonetimes it is difficult, particularly for the
spouses or the children, naybe getting
appointnments. And | was able to reach out to
Cohen Veterans Network, which sets up kind of
hubs for nental health resources in communities.

And they don't have one in New York
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but they are going to be opening one. So that's
an i npact of those conversations |ast year. And
it's still kind of in the new phases, but it's
really inportant that you are up here because we
hear you. W appreciate you. And we deeply,
deeply respect your service.

And with that, thank you so nuch. |
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank our Majority Leader,
Leader Ortt, our |eader, and our chairwoman for
her amazi ng worKk.

And thank you to the Major Ceneral
and your command team for joining us today and
for your continued | eadership and servi ce.

And when we think about the
10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum we think
about the Battle of Anzio, we think about
Somal ia, we think about the Siege of Sadr City,
whi ch | asted over four years, the Battle of

Kandesh. Some of these have generated nmjor

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4013

notion pictures, which | think is how sone peopl e
associate thenselves with it. But they're so
much nore than that. The resolve that it took to
| ead during those tines has inspired future
generations of soldiers who join us here today,
and it's what is going to carry that |egacy
forward over tine and over generations.

And it does have an inpact here on
us. Staff Sergeant Alex Jinenez -- that nanme is
no stranger to this chanmber. Menber of the
10th Mountain Division. New York State wi ||
be -- is the first in the nation to generate
| egislation |ike that.

It's wonderful that you get to sit
here and see what we do here. | think it would
be even nore inspiring for us to see what you do.
There's no reality TV show that | think can
adequately portray that. There's no book,
there's no novie for that.

But to | ook upon these soldiers here
t oday, measuring their commtnent to what we have
each and every day in this chanber, and in the
state and in this country, that opportunity -- |
think it's inportant for us to think about that,

to put ourselves in their shoes as young peopl e
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serving this nation -- whether they're married or
singl e, whether they have children that they wll

be | eaving at one point in service to this

nation -- a career, what that |ooks |ike, how
that will inspire us to make better | aws.
But it's not always easy. It's not

al ways what you see on TV. Sonetines you are
cold, hungry, tired. Not like we are here. Not
i ke we are perhaps next week or whenever, when
t he budget is com ng around, but in a very
different way. And yet that resolve continues of
the tradition and | eadership that you inspire and
has been inspired through previ ous generations.

So it's just a wonderful privilege
for me to join with the 10th Muntain Division
here today. | want to say thank you to the
soldiers who are here. You inspire us with your
comm t ment and your desire to serve.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or WAl czyk on the resol ution.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Happy Fort Drum Day and
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10t h Mountai n Division Day, everyone. Thank you
for all the pride that you' ve displayed here
t oday.

And | want to thank the
Majority Leader, the Veterans chair, and the
Secretary of the Senate for continuing this
| egacy that we've built here in honoring
New York's division, the 10th Muntai n D vision.

Now, there's sonme New York sol diers,
they call it a hone of record. So this is where
t hey came up, where they grew up. You've got
Staff Sergeant Anthony Steban, from Bethpage.

You' ve got Specialist Noel Otiz fromthe Bronx,
you' ve got Specialist Andrew Young from

Honeoye Falls. You've got Private First C ass
Al ex Mendez Martinez from R dgewood.

And | asked these soldiers -- and
this is -- this is key, because sonetines you may
not know this. Fort Drum gets negative 35 in the
wi nter. Based on your deploynment cycle, you
m ght not see the finest part of North Country
weat her in the sunmers. So it gets kind of a bad
rap someti nmes

That same tough training environnent

that Leader Ott described, it's not the nicest
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pl ace when you're a soldier com ng out of basic
training and you can write down on your request
to the Arnmy, which they may or may not abide, you
can wite down Italy and Hawaii and | ots of other
pl aces that if you grew up in New York State, you
m ght say, That's ny first request.

This is what | want to tell you
that's so special about these individuals. Every
single one of themrequested to be stationed at
Fort Drum New York. Cool .

Thank you for serving. Thank you
for also being New Yorkers and wanting to stay
home close to famly and be a part of our
comunity in Northern New York, no matter where
you cane from

And then Lieutenant Col onel
Ferguson, he snuck in too. He's from
New Rochel l e, New York, just down the river from
us here.

Maj or General Scott Naumann, thank
you so rmuch for your |eadership always. |It's
been an exciting time to conmand. The
10th Mountain Division is always an exciting
di vision to conmand. But you've had especially

trying times and interesting m ssions, and you' ve
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done a phenonenal job in your tinme as conmand.
Thank you for being such a great partner of the
North Country.

And without CSM Brett keeping his
steady hand on the tiller -- we appreciate him
and the backbone that he gives to the division.

And as the Mpajority Leader pointed

out, there's also -- we call it -- in the Arny we
call it a garrison, but she referred to
Col onel Adler as "the mayor." It's the right way

to think about Fort Drum It really a city unto
itself that is a partner with the community
around it. And he and CSM Burns have done a
phenonenal job |leading that village that is

Fort Drum New York. Thank you so nuch for your
servi ce.

The 10th Mountain Division has --
and it's right in their song, if you ever hear
the 10th Mountain Division song -- they have a
glorious history. And I know sone of you are
humm ng it in your heads right now.

They went froman elite al pi ne
training unit, kind of an Arny experinent,
sayi ng, hey, we're going to get into the

nmount ai ns of Europe, we're going to need sone
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elite conbat troops that can do al pi ne training.
And in 1945 that training directly resulted in us
taking Riva Ridge, their capture of R va Ridge.

| won't go through the whole thing, but read a
book on it. A phenonenal exercise of the
mlitary mnd and the can-do, and truly enbodyi ng
of climbing to glory.

They went on to break through
Po Valley and really break the back of the
Italian army in all of that hard fighting in
Sout her n Eur ope.

And then we fast-forward. And 1985,
the year that | was born, was also the year that
the 10th Mountain Division was reborn here as
Fort Drumin New York State. They say that it
was built by a Plumrer, a Cerjan, and a
Carpenter. That's because Carpenter was the
first conmandi ng general, Cerjan was the engi neer
t hat desi gned the cantonnment area and sone of the
training areas for Fort Drumas we know it today,
170 square mles of our training area at Fort
Drum -- and al so Pl unmer.

And | want to tell this for the
staff that are in the room So Col onel Pl umer

got a job in the Pentagon as a staff officer, and
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he wote a white paper about what a |ight
infantry unit should look like. And in 1985 he
saw it realized in the 10th Muntain Division.

So don't think, when your boss asks
you to do sone research and put together a good
paper, that it's all for naught. Because if
Col onel Plummer hadn't done that great work, we
woul dn't have the 10th Mountain D vision the way
that we do today, and certainly Fort Drum
woul dn't be the place that it is.

Their gl orious continued on, as
Senat or Ashby was pointing out, in the wars of
| rag and Afghani stan, the hunmanitarian m ssions
in Somalia and Haiti, Qperation Desert Storm the
|ist goes on. Because we say the sun never sets
on the 10th Muntain Division patch. And that's
true.

You' ve got the 2nd Bri gade commandos
out inlraq and in Syria right now, the Southern
border m ssion; and everywhere in between -- the
10t h Mountain Division is always noving and
they're noving for you as New Yorkers and us as
U S citizens.

They're light infantry, they're blue

collar innovators, they are great patriots who
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keep us safe here and around the globe. And I
encourage you -- they've got some great displays
down in the LOB. | was really excited to see the
M50 -- that's the new SAW if you're

old school -- and the M7, which is heavier than
the M. Go downstairs, pick that thing up
They' ve got sone awesone equi pnent show ng, as
CGeneral Naumann poi nted out, supported and ready
t oday, relevant tonorrow.

They're constantly innovating,
getting ready for the next fight and innovating
for the next fight for all of us.

So what's next? Thirty-six hundred
soldiers a year actually transition out of the
mlitary at Fort Drum That's an opportunity for
all of us here. Hone of record soldiers com ng
back as New Yorkers, or others have that cone
fromother areas of the country and cal
Northern New York their hone right now -- 3600 of
t hem annual Iy, we have an opportunity.

After World War |1, we watched as
the 10th Mountain Division came honme. They
became the Ski Patrol and built a bunch of
nmountains -- ski resorts, but they did a |lot nore

than that. If you |ook at the |egacy of the
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10t h Mount ai n Division, when they came hone they
did amazing things for this nation.

They can do amazi ng things for
New York State as part of our future. And
Next Move NY is working on that right now
Whunded Warrior Project and other anmazi ng groups
are doing simlar things to make sure that we're
taking care of those soldiers that conme honme, and
al so provide them opportunities to be great
citizens in New York State.

You know, they have the notto which
is "Cinb to Gory." This is the Excel sior
St at e.

So no matter what, keep cli nbing.
We'll see you all at the top. And nay we al
clinb together to make the 10th Muntain Division
ready today and rel evant tonorrow, all the way to
the tippy-top.

| vote aye

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4022

And we've had so nany wonderfu
speakers today who have spoken about how specia
today is, and it's certainly true.

| do want to thank the sponsor of
t he resol ution, Senator Scarcella-Spanton, and
obvi ously our Majority and Mnority Leaders for
t heir amazi ng words, Senator Wil czyk, of course,
and Senator Ashby.

Today truly is a special day. It's
a uni que and special honor. There are a great
many things -- if you have the opportunity to
wat ch debates in this chanber, there's a great
many things that we don't agree on. But today is
one thing that we all agree on.

And that is the great sense of pride
that we have -- of you, of Fort Drum of the
10t h Mountain Division and what you nmean to
New York and, nore inportantly, what you nmean to
this country.

Some of the nobst special tines that
we have are actually chances that we have to get
back hone, because it's an opportunity for us to
check in and refocus on the reason that we serve.

But Fort Drum Day is an opportunity

for us to check in and refocus our priorities on
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the reason that we serve in this chanber. W are
here to serve you, just as we are here to serve
t he people that we represent back hone.

Your service is awe-inspiring. |
have a col | eague back honme who is a Marine Corps
veteran who often says that you raise your right
hand to take the oath, and you wite a bl ank
check to the United States of America for a price
up to and including your very life, to defend our
freedons, to defend what we have here in this
chanber .

And | know, Major Ceneral, you
nment i oned how beautiful the chanber is. The only
reason that we get to be here, the only reason
that we're enjoying our 250th anniversary of our
founding as a nation is because we've had nen and
wonen who have been willing to make that
sacrifice, to defend that freedom to nmaeke it
possi ble for us to be here.

And so today is an incredibly
special day for us here in this chanber, but it's
an opportunity for us to cel ebrate your service,
your continued sacrifice, the amazing history of
Fort Drum and the 10th Muntai n Division, but

what you nmean for this country.
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And we have a nunber of soldiers
that are here today. And thank you
Senat or Wal czyk, for nmentioning them | am proud
to have one fromny district, hailing from
Bet hpage, and that is Staff Sergeant
Ant hony St eban.

And, Staff Sergeant, if you woul dn't
m nd standing just so everybody can see you.

But | had a chance to chat very
briefly at the start, and what an exceptional --
what an exceptional person. He actually was a
Gol den Eagl e from Bet hpage Hi gh School, | oi ned
the United States Arny in 2013 as a fire support
specialist and conpleted his initial training at
Fort Sill in Cklahona.

Staff Sergeant Steban has been on
two conbat depl oynents, one in Afghanistan in
2016 and one in lraq, as well as two overseas
tours in South Korea, in 2014 and 2020. Staff
Sergeant Steban has been to multiple Arny
courses, including TMOtraining and joint fire
observer, JFO training.

Hi s dedication to the Arny and
service to his country has been recogni zed with

many awards and nedal s, including the Conbat
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Action Badge, the Arny Commendati on Medal, which
he's received on four occasions, and the Arny
Achi evenent Medal , which he has received on
seven occasi ons.

He is actively pursuing a Bachel or
of Science degree in nmanagenent information of
systens fromthe University of Maryland d oba
Canmpus in Adel phi, Maryland. He has 90 credits
conpleted so far, will be conpleting his degree
in 2027, at which point he plans on unfortunately
leaving the mlitary, but fortunately for him
goi ng back to his home in Syracuse, where he
hopes to start his career in project managenent
with his wife and stepson by his side.

So, Staff Sergeant, | want to thank
you for being here today. | want to thank you
for your service and sacrifice.

Madam Presi dent, | proudly vote aye
in favor of the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As we heard from previ ous speakers,
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Fort Drumis such an inportant part of our state.

As Maj or General Naumann nenti oned,
it's the largest single-site enployer in the
entire state, providing hundreds and hundreds of
jobs, contributing over $2 billion to our state's
econony.

The last tine | visited Fort Drum --
and for anyone who hasn't been there, | really
hi ghly reconmmend that you tour the base. The
last tine | was there, it was just before the
depl oynment of the 1st Brigade Conbat Team It
was actually -- it was nmy son-in-law s first
depl oyment with that teamw th the 10th Muntain
Di vi si on.

And | bring that up -- and | talked
to the Maj or CGeneral about this, about there's
somet hing just so uniquely special. 1've been to
a nunber of bases, but sonething uniquely special
about Fort Drum the base and the conmunity. You
can just feel the Iove that both the soldiers and
the civilians have for the United States of
America. You can feel that deep respect for our
mlitary, and the pride in being a part of
Fort Drum and the 10t h Muntain Division.

FromWrld War Il to today's
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m ssions, the soldiers of the 10th Muntain

Di vi sion have earned a reputation for training in
t ough conditions and delivering when it
absolutely matters the nost.

And today I amso very proud to
recogni ze one of those soldiers, a constituent of
m ne, Sergeant Andrew Young. His story reflects
the very best of the 54th Senate District.

Sergeant Young grew up in
Honeoye Falls. He is a graduate of Honeoye
Fal | s-Lima Hi gh School. His path reflects the
ki nd of values we deeply respect: A strong work
ethic, a coomitnment to |learning, and a desire to
serve sonething greater than hinself.

He joined the United States Arny in
Cct ober of 2021 as a fire control specialist.
After conpleting his training at Fort Sill, he
was stationed at Fort Wi nwright, where he served
with the 28 Field Artillery Reginment.

In April of 2025, Sergeant Young
transferred to Headquarters and Headquarters
Battery Division Artillery, 10th Muntain
Division. He now serves with the division's
| nnovation Lab as a project |ead for the Reaver

drone system
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At the sane tine, he continues to
invest in his future, pursuing a degree in
sof tware engineering with a mnor in unmanned
aerial systens through Enbry-Ri ddl e Aeronauti cal
Uni versity.

For his meritorious service,

Ser geant Young has earned the Arny Commendati on
Medal , three Arny Achi evenent Medal s, and the
Qut st andi ng Vol unteer Service Medal .

Madam Pr esi dent, Sergeant Young
represents the kind of service that nakes
Fort Drum and the 10th Muntain Division what it
iS.

Ser geant Young, to you, to all of
the soldiers at Fort Drum to the | eadership
team on behalf of the people of the 54th Senate
District, | offer you our heartfelt thanks and
deepest respect as you continue your clinb to
gl ory.

God bl ess you all.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

Days like this rem nd us of why
we're here, who we serve, and why we serve them

Madam Leader, thank you al ways for
this resolution; Senator Scarcella-Spanton; ny
col | eague Senator Wl czyk, who represents
Fort Drum

But, Major General, you brought
something to ny attention that -- | think
mentioned it, but | want to nake sure | nention
it for the record. Those of you who serve, you
sign your nane to serve people that you don't
know. You take an oath. | don't think nmany
people realize the gravity of what you soldiers
are doing. You sign up to serve, protect, honor
and possibly die for people that you don't know
and will never neet. |If that's not heroic, |
don't know what is.

So | just wanted to thank you for
that. The gravity is not |lost on anybody in this
chanmber of what that is and what it takes to
serve.

And | have the honor of, instead --
in place, in stead of Senator Sepulveda, | get to

recogni ze an incredi ble individual, Sergeant Noel
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Otiz, if you could please stand.

Sergeant Otiz is fromGod' s
country, the Bronx, New York -- all of it is
God's country, the mainland -- and he went to
Ar chi medes Acadeny in the Bronx.

And if you know who Archi nedes was,
he was the one who accurately was able to
calculate pi, and he al so was the one who was
able to determ ne what buoyancy was. And
buoyancy is staying above water. And you help us
as a country stay above water, Sergeant Otiz.

He has an Associate's of Science.
He's working on his Bachelor's of Adm nistration
from Purdue University -- go, Boilernakers.

He joined the Arny in 2015 as a
cannon crew nenber, and he conpleted his initial
training in Fort Sill, lahoma, deploying to
Af ghani stan in 2020 and Iraq in 2023. Sone
really tough tinmes in our nation and in our
wor | d.

He spent tine as an instructor for
the Field Artillery Basic Oficer Leaders Course
from March 2016 to January 2019. He was assi gned
to the 10th Mountain Division in January 2019.

And he has been noted for his outstanding service
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with many awards -- too nany to name here

today -- that include the Arny Comendati on Meda
with "C' device; the Arny Achi evenent Medal, and
t he Qutstandi ng Vol unteer Service Medal.

Now, it says that you plan to obtain
your Bachel or of Science in business
adm nistration -- | just want to make a friendly
anendnent. | don't think you're going to plan to
do that, | think you're going to achieve it and
do so with flying colors -- in order to further
di stinguish yourself as a leader in the U S.

Arny -- another friendly anendnment, you have
al ready di stingui shed yourself as an amazi ng
| eader here in the U S. Arny.

You plan to serve for 20 years in
the US. Arny. And Sergeant Otiz, | say, from
the Bronx to the world, whatever you plan, you
wi Il achieve.

Thank you for your service. Thank
you for representing the best of the boroughs,

t hank you for representing the greatest of us as
a humanity. Congratul ations, and thank you for
continuing to represent us.

| proudly vote aye on the resolution

and congratul ate you and your famly, Sergeant.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Sal azar on the resol ution.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today we honor these New Yor kers who
dedicate their lives in service of our country.
| am proud to recognize and to wel conme to our
State Capitol today a servicenenber who grew up
in ny Senate District, Private First
Cl ass Al exander Mendez. Private Mendez, if you
will please stand. Thank you.

Born and rai sed in Queens,

Private Mendez has known from a young age that he
wanted to give back to his comunity. As a

t eenager he attended the H gh School for Health
Pr of essi ons and Human Services in the city.

Soon after graduating high school,
and wi thout delay, he chose to begin his mlitary
training. In 2024 he left home and headed to
Okl ahoma to join the U S. Arny as a joint fire
support specialist.

Then, in 2025, he was assigned to
the Third Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regi nent

in Fort Drum This past fall, he made his way to
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the First Infantry Division Artillery.

He al so enjoys playing guitar in his
spare tine.

Private First Cl ass Mendez, | extend
nmy deep gratitude to you for your service. You
chose an honorabl e path, knowing that it could
lead to a a life of great physical and spiritua
chal | enges.

The "G eat-Teenth" Senate District
and New York State thank you for your hard work,
for your commtnent to your fell ow New Yorkers,
and for your service to our country.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

To our guests, Mjor General
Naurmann, the | eadership team the incredible
soldiers, and everyone visiting here from
Fort Drum we thank you for your service. W
t hank you for your conmtment to serving us, to
protecting us.

| wel come you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
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(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 10t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton would like to open this
resol ution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
recogni ze Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick for an introduction.

Senator, if you'd hold on.

Excuse ne. Can we have sone --
there's a | ot of novenent behind the Senator.

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4035

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Today | have the special honor of
i ntroduci ng an extraordinary constituent fromthe
9th Senate District, Thomas Otiz, who is
visiting from | nwood.

Thomas is a first-grade student at
Lawr ence Primary School, but today | want to
recogni ze himfor what he's done outside the
school

Thomas Ortiz, just seven years old
now, with the help of his nother, Angela Otiz,
who is also here with us today, recently
publ i shed a book, "Thonas Makes a Promi se." The
story is based on a prom se he nmade to his nother
to make a new friend everywhere he goes.

Thomas used his experiences to
encourage other kids to step out of their shel
and hel p others nmake friends.

The story follows Thonas fromthe
park to the grocery store, karate class, the
aquarium the airport, including his own friends
and his ol der brother Ace as characters.

By witing this book, Thomas is

wor ki ng to encourage his fell ow cl assnates to be
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kind to one another, to be brave around new
people and in new situations, and to enbrace the
joy of friendship.

Thomas's story, while nmeant for
peopl e a few years younger than all of us in this
chanber, has | essons worth renenbering for
everyone. He teaches us that connection can
happen anywher e.

Thomas, | want to thank you for
joining us today as well as to congratul ate you
for the acconplishment in publishing a book. You
have achi eved sonething truly special to spread a
heartwar mi ng nmessage, creating sonething you
shoul d be very proud of.

Madam Presi dent, | ask that you
wel come Thomas and hi s nother Angela and his
father Thomas Sr., and extend to themall the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Thomas Ortiz, congratul ati ons on
your book. | hope you're naking |lots of new
friends and just continue renenbering that

ki ndness is extrenely inportant.
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To you and your parents, | welcone
you on behal f of the Senate. W extend to you
the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
let's take up the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
101, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1388A, by
Assenbl ynenber Rosenthal, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 101, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Chan, Gllivan, Giffo, Lanza,
oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
112, Senate Print 557, by Senator Krueger, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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113, Senate Print 616, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
137, Senate Print 1327A, by Senator Parker,
an act to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 137, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
172, Senate Print 3111, by Senator Hel m ng, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of July.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
beracker to explain his vote.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | would like to thank Senator
Hel mng for bringing this really very inportant

bill forward.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4041

| think we can all agree, if we've
spent sone tinme in our local communities, just
how i nportant volunteer firefighting is, and the
services that of course are extended to the
conmuni ti es.

You know, interestingly,
Madam President, | didn't realize just how | ong
|"ve been fortunate enough to serve in fire
service, and it really didn't conme to mnd unti
| heard Senator Wil czyk say that he was born in
1985.

| started in fire service actually
in August -- this year |I'll be celebrating
40 years. So, Senator Wl czyk, you were a very
vi sual point of seeing how long |I've been in
fire service.

And along with that,
Madam President, | would like to also just extend
nmy thanks to Senator Rhoads and Senator Rolison,
who have served their local comunities in it as
wel | .

And real quickly, just a quick
story. M first tine being called out into
service, it was a grass fire. And | can renenber

goi ng back to the back of our truck, and I
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grabbed what's called an I ndian tank.

And for those of us that are in
service, we know what those are all about. And
those are netal tanks that will have eight -- or,
excuse nme, five gallons of water in there. But a
gal | on of water weighs 8.33 pounds, so that's a
40- pound t ank.

And | renenber |aughing at all the
ol der menbers who grabbed a broomto put the
fires out.

Madam Presi dent, | have served | ong
enough now that | grab a broom

So with that, Senator Hel m ng, thank
you for bringing that forward.

And Madam President, | proudly,
proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Oberacker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
321, Senate Print 2458, by Senator Conrie, an act

to anmend the Public Authorities Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
455, Senate Print 161A, by Senator Ranbs, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect April 1, 2027.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 455, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
577, Senate Print 2291, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
614, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1422, by
Assenbl ynmenber Cruz, an act to amend the
Crim nal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 614, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
791, Senate Print 2050, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 791, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Martins, Rhoads and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
798, Senate Print 2398, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Gvil Rights Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 798, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Hel mi ng, Lanza, Mattera, Mirray,
O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Wal czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, May 5th, at
3:00 p.m

Happy Star Wars Day, everybody!

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, May 5th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 12:57 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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