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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 28, 2026
3:25 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
April 27, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, April 24,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Codes,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2239 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 2273, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 797.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Sanders, | wish to call up Senate Print
Nunber 3180, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is
now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
490, Senate Print 3180, by Senator Sanders, an
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act to anmend the El der Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Amendnments are
al so offered to the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills:

By Senator Rivera, page 20,

Cal endar 590, Senate Print 614A;

By Senator Brisport, page 27
Cal endar 727, Senate Print 8204.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
anmendnents are received on those bills, and they
will retain their place on the Third Readi ng

Cal endar.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the exception
of Resolutions 1845, 1847, 1934, 1961, and 1981.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resol utions 1845, 1847,
1934, 1961, and 1981, please signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
Senat or Mayer for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer for an introduction.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to proudly introduce a

terrific group of students fromny district who

came to Al bany as part of the Voices Unfiltered
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policy programat the YWCA of White Plains and
Central Westchester.

These students, if you saw their
work, if you cane between the LOB and where
security is, you would see they shared their
research, their very substantive policy
proposal s, and their advocacy canpaigns with
| egi slators and staff.

Hopeful |y you have had the
opportunity to see their work today, but their
projects tackle critical issues, including the
nunber of unhoused students, housing
affordability, and support for our inm grant
nei ghbors.

| continue to be inpressed by their
creativity, their thoughtful ness, and their deep
commtment to addressing the chall enges facing
all of our communities.

Prograns |like this are so inportant
because they enpower young people to engage
directly in the policymaki ng process and nake
their voices and opinions heard. New York's
yout h bring powerful voices and uni que
per spectives, and we honor themtoday.

Adam Munoz, Ai den Minoz,
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Austin Minoz, Benjam n Elkin, Ina Borja,

Mor gan Bowman, O iver Chow, Cail ei gh Coffey,
Juli et Anderson Rosen, Marabel Cedeno and

Svara Gawde -- along with their chaperone,

Lesl ey Mazzotta -- are here today in the gallery.
And | would ask that you extend themall the
privileges of the house, welconme themto Al bany,
and thank themfor their work, being civic
participants at this young age.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

To these incredi bl e young peopl e
maki ng their mark on the world at an early age,
we wel cone you to our State Capitol. W extend
to you all of the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed, and
keep on doi ng what you're doing.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's take up Resolution 1847, by Senator C eare,

read that resolution's title, and call on
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Senator C eare.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1847, by
Senat or Cl eare, conmenorating the
66t h Anni versary of Senegal ese | ndependence on
April 4, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cl eare on the resol ution.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

First, | want to say {in Wl of}.
That nmeans "Wl cone to Al bany."

Today represents a very-first-of-
its-kind occurrence: Senegal ese Day in Al bany,
paying tribute to our bel oved Senegal ese
comunity, in Senate District 30 and statew de.

It is a day to honor our great
friends on the floor and in the gallery.

Today marks the first annual
Senegal ese Day in Al bany, celebrating the
66t h anni versary of Senegal ese i ndependence.
Senegal ese i ndependence i s very uni que and
not abl e because it was achi eved t hrough

negoti ati on, and not bl oodshed, in 1960.
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New York is famously known as the
melting pot of all cultures, and it is inportant
that we recogni ze and honor them |In the
m d- 1980s and | ate 1970s, i ndividuals and
famlies frommany West African countries
mgrated to the United States, settling in ny
district, including the great people of Senegal,
known as the Land of Teranga, meani ng wel cone.

Located in Central Harlem on
West 116th Street, is a vibrant nei ghborhood
founded on famly, tradition, and cul tural
preservation, nmade up of residents and busi ness
owners who originated from Senegal, Wst Africa.

This area quickly becanme a nmain
shoppi ng and | ocal social hub for residents of
their conmunity.

Today the Senegal ese bring the sane
spirit of welcome fromtheir homeland to our
conmuni ties and our bel oved hair braiders,
restaurateurs, beauty supply shop owners, fabric
nmer chants, car service business owners. So many
of their businesses are wonen-|led and
wonen- owned. For exanpl e, the Ml col m Shabazz
Mar ket pl ace is packed with a large variety of

vendors selling goods ranging fromtraditional
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African goods to hair braiding boutiques.

Truth be told, when our friends from
Senegal noved in, the neighborhood was in a
vul nerabl e position. Buildings were abandoned.
Drugs were epidemic. And city disinvestnent was
ranpant .

Following in the spirit of the
proverb "Spilled water is better than a broken

jar," the Senegal ese made the community their
own. They provided car service uptown in an era
when taxis did not travel north of Central Park.
They endured many struggles, but stayed and
wor ked hard to build our beautiful conmunity.

They brought with themtheir faith,
both Muslimand Christian, and work to better our
nei ghbor hoods today through groups like the
Senegal ese Islamc orders such as MCA, the
Murid Islamic Community in Anerica, and the
Harlem Islamc Cultural Center, which is a
spiritual hone to many of the Tidjani order, the
Layene.

In addition to the day-to-day
enrichment they bring, twice in this decade they

had the opportunity to celebrate in the streets

when the Senegal ese National Soccer Team won the
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African Cup of Nations Tournament in both 2022
and, yes, again in 2026.

For over 40 years, the Senegal ese
have offered a taste of home for immgrants
adjusting to their newlife in the States,
bringing in new shops, restaurants, bakeries, and
have greatly contributed to the cultural and
econom ¢ structure of New York

Commenorating the past, present and
future of the Senegal ese community will continue
to strengthen the fabric of New York's cultura
identity.

Today we are joined by
Hi s Excell ency M. Denba Camara, Consul GCeneral
of Senegal, and M. Mamadou Lam ne Moow,
presi dent of the Senegal ese Associ ati on of
America, as well as friends, |eaders, colleagues
and staff fromthese organi zati ons.

Also joining us is Ms. Astatou
Andow, | eader of the Wonen's Community, Wnen's
Senegal ese Community; M. El hadji Sow,

Casamance Associ ation; M. Mmadou Drane, former
presi dent of the Senegal ese Associ ation; and so
many others are here with nme today.

| ask that we extend to them a great
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sense of Teranga fromthe chanbers.

Thank you.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: To the
Consul General, the president of the Senegal ese
Association, and to our guests fromthe mghty
nation of Senegal, we cel ebrate your independence
and we wel cone you to the Senate.

| extend to you all of the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

let's nove on to Resolution 1981, by
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Senator Sanders. Read its title and call on
Senat or Sanders, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1981, by
Senat or Sanders, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim April 28, 2026, as MABE
Advocacy Day in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

A pillar of the Arerican dreamis
the pillar of equality of opportunity, equality
of opportunity. Basically that neans that, as we
understand it, a person who works hard, plays by
the rules, and invests their tinme and treasure
has the same opportunity to make it big in
Anerica, to get to the Anerican dream

Sadly, this is really nore dream
than reality -- not even in New York State.

One exanple of this is that nore
t han 54 percent of New York State is conposed of
wonen and people of color. O the $160 billion

or nore budget that New York State has, the state
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share of MABE has been $3 billion. Now, |'m not
the world's greatest nathematician, but that does
not sound l|ike 54 percent or anywhere close to
it.

Yet this meager anount even troubles
sonmre. W have an ill wind comng out of D.C
that says that this is too much, that this is not
fair and somehow this threatens sonething -- they
never really say what.

But we in the Enpire State have
taken a different position. W say that we are
going to stand for all, that we're going to fight
and make sure there's equality of opportunity,

t hat everyone gets a fair chance at conpeting
here.

W in the Enpire State are not going
tolet these ill winds, this foul-snmelling w nd,
determ ne what we're going to do here. And |
want to take a nonent to praise the Governor and
to praise this body for standing firmon this.

Now, MABE Day is a day where we get
to speak and read that this is part of New York
t hat everybody here is part of the great culture
that we call New York. And we have some of the

greatest heroes of MABE here today.
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W have -- and | will only read a
coupl e of nanes, because if | go further we wll
be here for quite a while.

| would not do right if I didn't
speak of Jason Clark and Dr. Tammy Pate and
Carl a Hernandez and M chael Garner and of course
t he New York Wonen's Chanber of Commerce and
ot hers.

M. President, | would like for us
to give these great guests and this great day the
benefit of this great chanber and to reward t hem
for their great efforts.

| thank you, and |I thank this great
chanber for allowing this day to happen.

Thank you, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in

favor please signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up,
M. President, is Resolution 1845, by
Senator Bailey. Please read that resolution's
title and call on Senator Cleare first to speak
on that resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1845, by
Senat or Bail ey, celebrating the 100th Anni versary
of the birth of John Coltrane, renowned artistic
trail bl azer and i nnovative New York jazz
nmusi ci an.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare on the resol ution.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

John Coltrane is a beloved figure

whose singularly unique jazz virtuosity built
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upon Harl em Renai ssance | egends and i nfl uenced
the entire world.

Many of Coltrane's earliest
per formances were uptown at the Apollo Theater.
One of Coltrane's final performances was at the
christening of the African Cultural Center in
Harl em where he dedicated the song "Tunji" to
Babat unde A atunji. |In between, he was sinply
bel oved all over the world.

H s nmasterwork, A Love Suprene, was
descri bed as a rnusical prayer in four
novenents -- Acknow edgenent, Resol ution,

Pur suance, and Psal m -- which conmbined to form
thanks to God for a spiritual awakeni ng.

For the past five years in ny
district we have extended and enriched the
Coltrane legacy in Harlemw th an annual tribute
each Septenber called the John Coltrane Jazz
Appreciation Day Festival. Perfornmers have
i ncl uded | egends such as Dr. John "Sat chno"
Mannan, tronbonist Craig Harris,

Patience Hi ggins, Antonio Hart, Bill Saxton,
Cami|lle Thurman, and the Darrell G een Quartet.
The John Coltrane Jazz Appreciation

Day Festival is a treasured event that draws a
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capacity crowd of nearly 2,000 people. And we
hope that this year, on the 100th birthday of
John Coltrane, in the heart of the

Har| em Renai ssance Cultural District, we wll
continue to pay proper tribute to the greatest of
all tinme, John Coltrane.

| want to thank Senator Jamaal
Bail ey for bringing this inportant resolution
t oday.

This is nore than just about art and
entertainment; it is about preservation. And in
a period in tinme where nuch of our culture is
threatened with erasure, it is inportant that we
pay tribute and lift up our great artists |ike
John Col trane.

The nusic of Coltrane represents so
much of not only the Bl ack experience in Anerica,
but al so the human experience of struggle and
triunph.

M. President, thank you, and
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

Senat or Gounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
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M. President.

| love jazz, M. President. Before
| got elected, when | had free time in ny life,
used to go to Senator Cleare's district, to
Bill's Place, Friday nights, right, go listen to
sonme amazing jazz.

But anmong ny favorites was
John Coltrane. And everyone tal ks about A Love
Suprene. To nme, it's the live version recorded
in 1965 in Paris. That 48 m nutes, that
spiritual journey which is a joyous cacophony of
sound and nusi c and energy.

And it all starts with that slow,
haunting hunmi ng. And he just starts bringing it

in, you know {singing}, "A love suprene, a |love

suprene” -- nothing is better. Nothing is
better. And whenever -- whenever |'mfeeling
that | need sonme spiritual rejuvenation, | put

that on, because that just fills me up.

And it's because of the power that
he has, the way he harnessed the power of nusic
to heal people who nay or may not know that they
were broken, or that they were hurting, or that
t hey needed sone kind of healing, is unmatched by

any nmusician | think that has ever lived on this
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pl anet .

And so I"'mreally thankful that we
get to take a nonent from our deliberations today
to pay tribute to M. John Coltrane on the
100t h anni versary of his birth.

| want to thank Senator Bailey for
rem ndi ng us of just how inportant that is.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| too want to extend my appreciation
to Senator Cleare and Senator Bailey and of
course our Majority Leader for supporting this
i nportant resol ution.

You know, John Coltrane, as we've
shared so far and as a |lot of us know, he was an
i ncredi ble pioneer. And his shaping of nusic --
not just jazz, but nusic overall -- is something
that we nost certainly still recognize. And it's
important that this resolution is happening today
as part of commenorating his 100t h birthday.

He has not only inspired generations
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of nmusicians to pursue their dreans, he is al so
noted as one of the nost influential and prolific
artists in the history of jazz and nusic.

It is also inportant to note that
his inspiration to artists pushed themto nove
past what is confortable or what is safe and to
reach for sonething that is true.

John Coltrane al so served his
country. He enlisted in the Navy to fight in
Wrld War 11, though it was obvious that his true
calling was nusic. And while stationed in
Hawai i, he played clarinet in the Navy band
The Mel ody Masters, though due to segregation he
was only a guest performer and could not be
consi dered a pernanent nenber.

He came of age at a tine of
pervasi ve raci smand bigotry, yet he dedi cated
his life to spreading a | ove suprenme and bei ng
the force which is truly for good.

He coll aborated with trail bl azing
artists like Mles Davis and Thel oni ous Monk.
And

We all know that nusic is one of
those things that brings us all together

regardl ess of cultural identity. | shared the
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story about ny famly; ny parents in particular
were vast collectors of albuns. They were known
i n ny nei ghborhood as our nei ghborhood mnusic
store. And nost certainly anongst the many

al burs that they collected, John Coltrane's mnusic
was nost certainly promnently featured in that
col l ecti on.

Next nmonth the Bl ack Legislative
Task Force is coordinating a celebration to
commenorate Bl ack Music History Mnth, and of
course we will be recognizing John Coltrane and
ot her icons who have shaped and continue to shape
our culture through nmusic and nore.

John Coltrane's mnusic continues that
connection. His nusic lives on in concert halls,
on sidewal ks, and in jazz clubs around at worl d.
H's nusic lives on in each and every one of us
when we pursue our true calling, and when we find
our own song or thenme nmusic and refuse to let it
go unpl ayed.

| am proud to be voting in favor of
this resolution, and | encourage ny coll eagues
nost certainly in honoring the extraordinary life
and enduring |l egacy of M. John Coltrane.

Thank you, M. President. | proudly
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vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

Senator Martinez on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today because his wonderful
house sits in ny district. And while we're
celebrating this mlestone, as nentioned before,
let's not forget the preservation for future
individuals to listen to such great nusic.

And A Love Suprene, the fact that it
was created in Dix HIls, on Long Island, is one
of the proudest nonments that | can possibly say
that | have right now.

Because when | found out that
Senat or Bailey was presenting the 100th -- our
districts are so big, and there's so nmuch history
in them and even though jazz is all over the
state and the city, in Queens and in Bronx and so
forth -- but he's on Long Island. Right? So I
just needed to stand up for that.

And | just want to say to the
famly, thank you for uniting so many people

t hrough nusic, through culture. And pl ease know
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that you will remain in our hearts forever.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Martinez.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATCOR SANDERS: It is true that
John Col trane was an amazing spirit, a force of
nature that chose to harness itself through the
guestion of jazz. It is true that Harlem
certainly played a major role with him And you
poi nted out your part of Long Island.

But it is also true that when
John Col trane went hone, he went to Queens.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR SANDERS: Hi s hone was in
Queens. His home was in St. Albans, as a matter
of fact. That perhaps this is the soil that gave
himthe suprene |ove that we all are speaking of.
Perhaps this is where he was able to bring it
t oget her.

And | invite all of you to discover
what John Col trane di scovered, that there's
somet hi ng godly about Queens and that we al
shoul d go there.

Jazz is noted by many different
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things. Inprovisation is one of the nost
important things to jazz. And a good jazz
concert, you never hear the nusic the sanme way
twice. Unlike other nusic. You never are
hearing the nmusic the sanme way twice. You're

al ways going to hear it slightly different or
sonetinmes radically different, depending on your
al bum depending on what the feel of the day is.

John Coltrane took jazz and took it
to just a whole '"nother level that we frankly
have yet to figure out where it is. People have
branched off -- many peopl e have branched off
from hi mand have gone in so many different ways.
The Mahavi shnu Orchestra qui ckly cones to m nd.
And others just gone all over the place with
jazz.

So | invite everyone to find two
different things. First, of course, to find
yourself in jazz. John Coltrane is a great way
to start. But jazz is so wide, it has roomfor
everyone.

And anot her pl ace that has room for
everyone is of course Queens. So find yourself
in Queens al so, because you'll fit in well with

John Col tr ane.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3794

Thank you very nuch. | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senator Bailey to share his |ove
suprene, and to cl ose.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

I'd like to thank Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns, Senator Martinez for being so
graci ous, Senator Cleare for sharing her views
fromHarl em and Senator Gounardes and
Senat or Webb and Senator Sanders.

W tal k about the soil that was
rooted, but we're going to tal k about the soi
t hat John Col trane cane from He was born in
Haml et, North Country, raised in Hi gh Point,
which is ny state. This one's for
North Carolina -- cone on and raise up

And North Carolina raised up one of
the true legends in nusic -- not just jazz nusic,
M. President, in nusic. 1In 40 years this man
had created an art formthat, as Senator Sanders
i ndi cated, has never been replicated.

The precision or inprecision in

which he's able to play -- I'Il get to hip-hop in
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a second, because there is a fusion. But Rakim
not ed, he borrowed his delivery when he heard
John Coltrane play two notes at the same tine.
So he pushed the boundaries of nusic, not just
jazz nusic.

And he did a |ot of great things.
He said, You know what, Sound of Misic, but |'m
going to make it soulful, with his
re-interpolation of "My Favorite Things."

"G ant Steps,"” one of my favorite
songs, the frenetic energy. And | would inmagine
you' d never hear that song played twi ce, just the
frenetic energy. Not so nellow, but nellow at
the same tine.

"M. P.C." "A Love Suprene," of
course. But, M. President, ny favorite Coltrane
song was "Al abama." Relatively short in
conparison to the rest of his magnum opuses. But
it plays like the soundtrack to Bl ack Americans
because it was, in fact, part of the soundtrack
to Bl ack Ameri ca.

It was inspired by the 16th Street
Bapti st Church bonmbing. And he actually, without

words, M. President, took the sanme rhyt hm of

Dr. King's eulogy and played the sax in that
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form That's not genius, that's beyond geni us,
M. President.

You know, | learned a | ot about jazz
music fromny dad. And in preparing for this
resolution, | listened to a |ot of Coltrane over
again. And, you know, growi ng up you don't know
t he nanes of the songs, but you know you've heard
themquite a fewtines. So | have to nmake sure
gi ve due notes to ny dad.

And now, speaking of him he tal ked
about growing up in Carolina. That was the first
tenor man that he saw that inspired him And he
l'istened to Blue Train, which was his favorite
song. So what ny dad says is the sem nal song of
jazz nmusic, Blue Train.

WB®O and Jazz Mobile and all of the
pl aces that we've heard jazz grow ng up, SO
i mportant to our culture.

H p- hop and jazz, M. President, in
nmy opinion are the greatest Anerican art forns.
You can argue with ne if you wish; | don't think
you' || be successful.

"Amen" was sanpled by Lords of the
Under ground's "Chief Rocka." "Functional," with

Thel oni ous Monk, was sanpled in Method Man.
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As | mentioned, Rakim one of the
greatest MCs of all time, was a saxophone pl ayer
in his youth, and he patterned his rhynes -- his
flow, one of the nost |egendary flows in hip-hop
hi story, after the way that Coltrane played the
saxophone.

M. President, there's so nuch that

we can learn. As Senator Gounardes said earlier,

if you have not |istened to Coltrane, | would
implore you -- |I'd wonder what you're doing, but
secondly, I'd inplore you to listen. You can go

on what ever stream ng service of your choice.
|"mnot going to advertise for them But | want
you to go on there and pick any Coltrane song,
and you will be satisfied.

| just want to nake sure we
recogni ze the guests that we have who continue to
help bring jazz nusic at a major |evel:
M. Charl es Wadel i ngton, from Universal Records,
and Ken Druker, the senior vice president of jazz
devel opnent at the Verve Label G oup, the
preem nent jazz | abel of our tine.

And recogni ze -- even though that
his fam ly was supposed to be here, I"'mgoing to

recogni ze themfor all that they do to continue
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the |l egacy: Ravi Coltrane, Mchelle Coltrane,
and Oran Coltrane, his children; his late w fe,
Al'ice Coltrane, and his |late son, John Jr.

And | want to |leave us with a quote
fromJohn Coltrane in 1966. He said: "I know
that there are bad forces, forces that bring
suffering to others and msery to the world. |
want to be the opposite force. | want to be the
force which is truly for good."

He was truly for good,
M. President. My his legacy live on. And on
his 100t h birthday, we cel ebrate one of the
greatest to ever pick up a sax, M. John
Col trane.

| vote aye on the resol ution,
M. President.

And pl ease recogni ze our guests.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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guestion is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
Senat or Harckham for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Har ckham for an introducti on.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

You know, it is said that we can't
know where we're goi ng unl ess we know where we've
been. And so we need to understand the stories
of our past to informthe vision of our future.

And so |'m proud today that we have
folks fromny district today fromthe Sing Sing
Prison Museum telling fascinating stories of the
fol ks who, in the 200-year history of that

correctional facility, the fol ks who served
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there, the fol ks who worked there, the fol ks who
built the facility, and the conplex interaction
with the community of Gssining and the
surroundi ng conmunity and the proximty to
New York City.

| want to thank themfor their
really stimulating, inmportant conversations about
our correction systemas it stands today, where
we need to go, conversations around reform And
just being a catalyst for these inportant
conversations that we as a society need to have.

In the wake of the 200th
anni versary, they'll open the visiting center
|ater this year in the Village of Ossining, and
continue the difficult work of trying to preserve
the original cell block

| magi ne trying to create an active
museum w thin an active correctional facility --
and the chal |l enges and the roadbl ocks they
continue to neet, but yet they remain undaunted
while they try to continue to tell these
i nportant stories.

So M. Chair, fromthe Sing Sing
Prison Museum we have M nerva Coffi e,

Any Huf nagel, and fromthe board, retired
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Sing Sing correctional officer Lieutenant
John G | man.

I f you woul d, please, sir, welcone
themto the chanber and extend to themthe
courtesies and privileges of the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

To our guests fromthe Sing Sing
Museum we thank you for com ng up here and
continuing to inpart know edge upon us.

We wel cone you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you all the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Now | et's take
up Resolution 1934, by Senator Serrano, read its
title and call on Senator Serrano, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1934, by
Senat or Serrano, recognizing May 2, 2026, as

| Love My Park Day in the State of New York
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano on the resol ution.
SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

M. President, for hearing me on this resol ution.

| would like to thank the Senate and

nmy col |l eagues for adopting this inportant
resol ution today recogni zi ng Saturday, My 2,
2026, as | Love My Park Day in the State of
New Yor k.

| Love My Park Day is a day where
everyone can beconme a steward of their own parks
and open spaces. There is always a trenendous
anount of sponsorship and volunteers for this
vital cleanup.

We shoul d treasure our parks and
historic sites every day. New York has the best
parks systemin the nation. New York's public
| ands and parks are vital resources that shape
comunities, support wildlife habitats, and
benefit both physical and nmental health. The
saf eguardi ng of these spaces is paranount, as
t hey provide opportunities for everyone to
expl ore, play, wonder, unwind, learn and find

i nspiration.

My col | eagues have heard nme speak on
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both the econom c and nental health benefits that
access to open spaces offers, as well as the
lifelong | essons that environnental stewardship,
learning to swm and exposure to the natural
wor |l d around us provide for people of all wal ks
of life.

| would l|ike to thank our parks
friends groups, the office of parks, recreation
and historic preservation, DEC, and the parks
advocates who continue to be fantastic stewards
of our state parks and historic sites.

Thank you, M. President, for
hearing me on this resolution, and | thank ny
col | eagues for supporting this today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Serrano.

The question is on the resolution.

Al'l those in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3804

resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now it's
time for Resolution 1961, by Senator Martinez.
Pl ease read that resolution's title and call on
Senator Martinez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1961
by Senator Martinez, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimApril 28, 2026, as
Ani mal Advocacy Day in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martinez on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today on this fun day that we
have here in our State Capitol, and that's
Ani mal Advocacy Day.

| also want to thank
Senat or Hi nchey, our chair of Ag & Markets, for
continuing this tradition that has been happeni ng
here in the state Capitol for 15 years.

And it serves as a tradition to

provi de our state's animal anmbassadors an
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opportunity to nmeet with one another and with
their elected officials for policies to protect
t hese creatures.

This year | am proud to sponsor this
resolution, joining a bipartisan | egacy of
respect and support for those who literally do
not have a voi ce.

Today many of us had the opportunity
to meet with the people, the organizations who
are speaking on their behalf. They canme asking
that we act on bills pending before us here in
Al bany to protect the animals both donesti cat ed,
wild, those on land, air and sea, which
conpl ement our tinme here on earth

Bills such as 197, Tucker's Law,
woul d al | ow greater judicial discretion and order
consecutive and concurring sentences when an
i ndi vidual is convicted of nultiple counts of
aggravated cruelty.

Bill Nunber 252, which would prevent
wild and exotic animals from being inported, sold
and owned. No aninmals should be renmoved from
their native habitat for the purpose of profit.

And for those who visited the Well,

" m sure you saw an octopus around. You didn't
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get one? Well, every elected should have
recei ved one of these. Al right, talk to ne.

But this bill, what it would do, it
woul d prohibit the inportation and the
envi ronnent al | y danmagi ng oct opus farm ng.

Now, it is not time for us to rol
over on these inportant issues that we protect
animals within our state from bei ng abused,
killed, as a result of willful negligence and
literally just deliberate viciousness agai nst our
ani mal s.

| thank the | eader, ny coll eagues,
all the advocates that were here today for really
showing us that animals tend to be a part of our
famly sometines.

And in honor today, too, of the
package that we are about to pass, we al so nust
recogni ze that sonme of these animals are al so
famly, and many of our wonen and nmen who are
victins of domestic violence sonetines do not
| eave their environnment because they do not have
a place to go with their aninmal.

So aside from being Ani mal Advocacy
Day and supporting victins of domestic violence,

| urge ny coll eagues to vote yes on this
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resol ution.

And t hank you for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martinez.

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: kay, let's take
up previously adopted Resol ution 1827, by
Senat or Webb, read its title and call on
Senat or Webb, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1827, by
Senat or Webb, nenorializing Governor Kathy Hochu
to proclaimMarch 2026 as Neuronyelitis Optica
Spectrum Di sorder Awareness Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to of course thank our
Majority Leader for supporting this inportant
resolution to proclaimMrch 2026 as
Neuronyelitis Optica Spectrum Di sorder Awareness
Month in the State of New York.

This condition, also known as NMOSD
is a very rare autoi nmune di sease of the centra
nervous systemthat attacks the optic nerve,
spinal cord, and in sonme cases the brain stem

NMOSD i s often m sdi agnosed, and
every delay in diagnosis can carry significant
and devastating consequences. A single rel apse
coul d mean pernmanent |oss of vision, nobility,
and i ndependence.

| think today of a young man named
Ni, who's a constituent fromny district who is
navi gating right now this diagnosis with
remar kabl e resilience.

| magi ne being a young person
pur sui ng your education and buil ding your future
when suddenly your body begins to turn agai nst

you. Your vision changes. Your strength fades,
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and your search for answers is inconclusive.

That is the reality for those |iving
with NMOSD. Like so many others, N 's journey
has been filled with uncertainty, setbacks, and
chal | enges that no person should have to face,
but he continues to push forward, holding on to
hope and showi ng strength in the face of a
di sease that can change lives in an instant.

In 2022, there were about
22,000 individuals living with NMOSD in the
United States. Studies show that up to
90 percent of those diagnosed are wonen, and that
NMOSD i s nore preval ent anong those of African or
East Asi an descent.

We nust continue to invest in
research and nmake space in our healthcare system
for rare diseases that often go unseen

W al so have to ensure that patients
have access to tinely, accurate diagnoses,
specialized care, and treatnents that can prevent
further harm

Thi s resol ution recogni zes
individuals Iike N and the famlies who walk in
this path alongside their |loved ones. N, we

recogni ze your strength and, to all those who are
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i npacted by this condition, your resilience and
your cour age.

And we commt ourselves to ensuring
that no one facing this disease or any other
underrepresented health condition feels
i nvi si bl e, because rare should never nean
forgotten.

Thank you to Senate Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for her support. | am
very proud to be voting in favor of this
resolution, and | hope ny colleagues will join ne
in voting aye and recogni zing this nonth.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 31st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And | astly, but
not | east, previously adopted Resol ution 1399, by
Senator Persaud. Read that resolution's title
and recogni ze Senat or Persaud, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1399, by
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Senat or Persaud, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimApril 29, 2026, as Deni m Day
in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,

M. President.

Today | rise to speak on Deni m Day,
as | usually do.

As you know, we stand today in
solidarity with survivors of sexual violence and
reaffirma sinple but powerful truth: No one
ever asked to be harnmed, and no one should ever
be bl amed for experiencing this harm

April is considered Sexual Assault
Awar eness Month. But we should not have to speak
about sexual assault awareness, because it's
sonet hi ng that shoul d never happen.

Denim Day originated in response in
1998, because of an Italian court's decision. It
overturned a rape conviction, and the reason for
t hem overturning the rape conviction was because
t he person who was raped was wearing tight denim
And so the judges, in their infinite wi sdom

inplied that because the person was wearing these
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ti ght denins, that she had had to hel p the person
who violated her. And they threw out that
conviction, and the person wal ked free.

The young wonman was devast ated, as
anyone shoul d be, because she was vi ol at ed.

So in response to that decision
wonen in the Italian Parlianment, the next day

they all wore jeans in solidarity with the

victim

Today, across the world, we wear
jeans. And it will be tonorrow, so anyone who
wants to wear jeans tonorrow -- not in the

chanber, but anyone who wants to wear jeans
tomorrow, take your picture to show solidarity
wi th sexual assault victinmns.

April 29th is the day we wear jeans
to show that we will not tolerate sexual assault,
sexual violence. It is unacceptable.

Sexual violence is not an abstract
issue in our comunities. Survivors are our
nei ghbors, they're our relatives, they' re our
friends, they' re our coworkers, they are people
that we see on a daily basis. And many of them
are afraid to speak about the violation that's

occurred to them
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It also affects people fromevery
background. Sexual assault, sexual violence does
not discrimnate. And so again, we ask that we
stand in solidarity with sexual assault victins.

But we have to take action. As a
state, we have a responsibility to ensure that
survivors have access to services,
trauma-i nfornmed care, and neani ngful pathways to
justi ce.

We nust al so continue to strengthen
partnerships with our comunity-based
organi zations and invest in our prevention
efforts. Prevention starts early. Let's have
t hose early conversations. Your voice natters.

Pl ease, if you hear of someone who
has suffered a sexual assault, don't turn your
back on that person. Have the courage to speak
up on their behalf.

To every survivor, we want themto
know, their voice matters. W respect them W
support them And we will do everything in our
power to ensure that it never happens to anot her
per son.

On Deni m Day, again, | encourage you

to do nore than just wear your denim but to
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speak up -- speak up, speak out, be supportive.

Again, | want to thank Leader
Stewart-Cousins and all of you in this chanber,
all of you, ny colleagues, who continue to
support this resolution every year that we bring
it to the floor. Because sexual assault, sexual
vi ol ence, should not be tolerated, and we shoul d
not hide fromthe realities of what's occurring.

So again, | thank you all for your
support, and | vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Persaud.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Persaud for
continuing to lift up this inportant conversation
around Deni m Day.

"Il just add that it is one of the
| ongest -runni ng sexual viol ence prevention and
education canpaigns in history, and is nost
certainly a testanment to how far we've cone and
the work that has al ready been done in this

space.
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But it al so underscores even nore
how much further we have to go with respect to
preventing sexual assault: 81 percent of wonen
report experiencing sexual harassnent in their
lifetime, and that statistic is painfully
di st ur bi ng and unaccept abl e.

Awar eness canpai gns | i ke Deni m Day
all ow every person to stand together in
solidarity with victins of all genders. It
creates the tine and space for victins and
advocates to feel supported, heard and, nost
importantly, recognized for their truth

No one should be blanmed for their
sexual assault because of what they were wearing,
no article of clothing can ever bear
responsibility for the violent actions of another
per son.

M. President, 1'll be voting in
favor of this resolution, and | encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

The resol ution was previously

adopted on January 21st.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,

t he sponsors of today's resolutions would like to
open them for cosponsorshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l the
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | have a notion
here by Senator Mayer. On page 25, | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 707
Senate Print 9517, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
199, Senate Print 54A, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
M. President.

Fol l owi ng of f the | ast resol ution,
Denim Day, | proudly wore ny denimsuit today.

But the nmessage is relevant to this
bill. Wat you wear is not an invitation for
assault or attack or rape. And what you choose
to consune, should you get intoxicated, is not an
invitation to assault, attack or rape.

| rise today in support of this
| egislation. | thank ny coll eagues for advancing
a bill that brings our laws closer to reality.
Gaps in the law are | eaving survivors w thout
clear protection, allowing the focus to drift
away fromthe actions of those who caused the
harm and towards the circunstances surroundi ng

t he survivor.
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This bill addresses that gap, and by
maki ng clear that a person who is intoxicated to
t he poi nt where they cannot renenber, is
i ncapabl e of consent, regardl ess of how the
condition occurred. It affirnms a sinple
standard: Consent cannot exi st where capacity
does not.

| thank this body for passing this
bill once again, and | |look forward to seeing its
full passage so that survivors of rape, when they
are intoxicated, however way they got
i nt oxi cated, can get justice.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
287, Senate Print 156A, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
386, Senate Print 871, by Senator Bailey, an act
to anend the Public Housing Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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427, Senate Print 8628, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
469, Senate Print 6750, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the Retirenent and Social Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
546, Senate Print 4584A, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
549, Senate Print 6814, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3822

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
711, Senate Print 7612, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
712, Senate Print 8045, by Senator Bynoe, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
730, Senate Print 8877, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

is laid aside, and the perfect ganme is over.
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(Laughter.)

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
737, Senate Print 9311, by Senator Persaud, an
act directing the Departnent of Environmental
Conservation to conduct a study of ecol ogi cal
restoration needs of Janai ca Bay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
756, Senate Print 17, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
777, Senate Print 5516A, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Railroad Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 777, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.
Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
789, Senate Print 441A, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
797, Assenbly Print Nunber 2239, by
Assenbl ynmenber Braunstein, an act to anmend the
Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 797, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
806, Senate Print 3356A, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 806, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, Giffo, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera,
Murray, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
816, Senate Print 8234A, by Senator Jackson, an
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act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
820, Senate Print 2416, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's go to the
controversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
730, Senate Print 8877, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for a question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yeah.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

So |l read this bill with sone
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curiosity. I'mtrying to figure out what
exactly -- what problemit's trying to sol ve.
Coul d you just kind of explain to me what the

genesi s -- you know, what brought this bil

about ?

SENATCR G ANARI S: Sure. There is
a phenonenon called "ghost jobs.” And if you're
not famliar with it, | encourage you to do sone
research. It is one where a job is posted but

t he posting conpany has no real intention of
filling the jobs.

And so people who are out of work,
who are trying to plan their lives, who are
seeki ng enmpl oynent, will apply for these jobs
when there is no real job that is pending to be
filled.

And t he conpanies do this in order
to gather data on applicants, in order to create
the inpression of growh of their conmpany when
they're not really trying to hire. There are
vari ous reasons why this is a thing that occurs.

But it is definitely a phenonenon
that is growing and that we would solve for by
requiring some very sinple disclosures.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
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will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: M1 hmm

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO That's pretty
interesting. So we're going to really try to
delve into the intent of sonmeone that was
intentionally trying to decei ve soneone.

As sonmeone who's hired a | ot of
peopl e over the years, you know, sonetinmes jobs
don't get filled because the right person doesn't
step forward, or you want to just nake sure that
you' re always avail able to have a good person
cone forward.

So how are we going to determ ne the
bad actors from people that just sinply want to
make sure that they are, you know, engaging in
every opportunity to hire a good person?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The bill is very
sinple. It says if the job is for an i medi ate
opening that is intended to be filled within
90 days, that it certainly should say so. This

job is for -- | think the disclosure says, "This
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posting is for a current vacancy, the enpl oyer
intends to fill this position by such-and-such a
date."

If there's a job that they know wi ||
be filled beyond a 90-day period, it will require
a disclosure saying that: "This posting is for a
current vacancy; the enployer intends to fill
this position for a date after such-and-such.™

And if in fact it's just an
open-ended job posting, which | think is the
exanple you're referring to, it wuld require
something to say "This posting is not for a
current vacancy, but the enployer is seeking
resunes to review in the future when jobs do
become avail able."

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wl l, but aren't
you -- by giving a certain fill-by date within

90 days, you're insinuating there has to be sone
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kind of a guarantee. So you have to be
guaranteed that you're going to actually fill a
position that you're looking for? Sonetinmes you
just don't find the right person or at the -- you
know, at an affordable, you know, salary.

How are we going to determ ne that
this is a guarantee?

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's no
guarantee required in this legislation. In fact,
it specifically says the enployer intends for the
position to be filled in 90 days or |ess.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So who's goi ng
to determne the intent, whether or not it was,
you know, actually genui ne or not?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Depart nent
of Labor woul d have enforcenent powers. |f they
bel i eve that someone was violating this statute,

then they could bring action.
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, | was
| ooking at the fines. This is pretty excessive.
A $2500 fine, and then that will double? Even if
it's renedied within 30 days, that fine still
applies, and then it doubles to 5,000 after that?
Doesn't it seem excessive and harsh for a job
posti ng?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | mean,

don't -- "no

is the short answer.

And if Senator Borrello thinks a
conpany can't in 30 days have a posting taken
down, then | don't really know what to tell him
It seens pretty reasonable that if you give
someone a nonth's notice to take down a posting,
t hey should be able to do it.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO But doesn't your
bill say that even if they do take it down,
they're still subject to a $2500 fine? If it's
beyond 30 days, then $5, 000?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, you are
aski ng about the increase in fines as the nonths
roll on.

So yes, there would be an initial
$2500 fine for a violation.

| f the posts are taken down with a
nonth of that notice, then that would be the end
of it.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO One of ny peeves

with a lot of the bills here is they don't
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di stingui sh between full-tinme equival ents, FTEs,
and peopl e.

You know, this says a hundred people
or a hundred enployees. So | know you're trying
to set a threshold that you have to be a business
t hat enpl oys a hundred people or nore. But, you
know, there's a |lot of conpanies out there, you
know, like nmyself that are part-tine seasonal
busi nesses.

Does this contenplate FTEs or just
t he nunber of people?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Just enpl oyees,
which is the standard definition we use to
delineate what's a small business versus a | arge
busi ness.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So does this
apply to just like a m ninumwage job? A

part-tinme, you know, m nimumwage job, this would
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still apply? There's no threshold where we're --
you know, you're going after a professional
person that's making a six-figure salary?

What's the determ ning factor here
as to what woul d be consi dered, you know, a
vi ol ation worthy of a puni shnent of $25007?

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's no
salary threshold in this, in the legislation. It
woul d apply across the board. |In fact, people
that are applying for mni numwage jobs woul d
perhaps be nore in need of protection than people
who woul d be seeki ng hi gher-paying jobs.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President. So you're going to allow --
you're basically going to task the Departnent of
Labor -- this could be very | think
| abor-intensive, no pun intended, for the

Depart ment of Labor, because you're allow ng
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real ly any aggrieved person to report this, and
an investigation has to be, you know, comenced
after that.

| nmean, so you see a job posting for
a job that maybe you weren't even going to apply
for, and now we're going to create an
i nvestigation by the Departnent of Labor? |Is
that what this bill would do?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | don't believe
it would require an investigation if the
departnment' s i ncapabl e of conducting one.

But it authorizes themto conduct
i nvestigations.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO You're an
attorney, I'"'mnot. But doesn't this bill kind of
create sone | egal anbiguity around what an
enpl oyer intends to do?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Uh, no.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wy ?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Every | aw we
pass requires an intentional -- well, not every
one, but predominantly the |aws we pass require
an intentional violation. | ama lawer. |It's
called nmens rea, right, in the legal jargon
because we don't want to puni sh peopl e when they
do things that they don't intend to do. Right?

And so that is so much of the
statutes of our state and every state, and the
nation, and the world, require an intent to
commt the crime. And so that is -- or not
crime, a violation in this case.

That is just a part of
jurisprudence. So | understand you're not a
| awyer, but you've probably got sone surrounding

you you can ask.
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SENATOR BORRELLO A few.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. Uh, yes,
"' m sorry.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor does indeed yield.

SENATOR BORRELLO It's not that
| ate.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W' re al nost
there, Borrello, but not yet.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

So | know you say we don't want
to -- you know, if sonebody did sonething
unintentionally, that we don't want to punish
themfor it. But again, I'mnot a |egal expert
here, but what is to stop -- who is determning
whet her or not it was intentionally done or not?

You know, | just think that's an
anbiguity in itself. You could have, you know,

sonmeone that -- you know, whatever, the job
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posti ng conpany or the publication that they use
left it up longer, or naybe they're using a
conpany that hires people for them a head
hunter. Who's liable, then, if that was the
case --

SENATOR G ANARI S: The --

SENATOR BORRELLO -- the conpany
or the conpany hired?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Sorry to
i nterrupt.

That's a determination for the
enforcing authority whose deci sion could be
challenged in court if the aggrieved party sees
fit to do so.

| would point out to
Senator Borrello the intent requirenent is
i ntended to protect sonmeone who m ght be accused
of violating the law. So if he wants to renove
that to nake it cleaner, he could put in a bil
to anend this further. But | think the people
you are trying to protect would be further hurt
by that.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | think this
isny -- | guess this is ny |last question here.

Has t here been an outcry about
ghost jobs? Were have we heard this -- you
know, this is the first time |I'm hearing about
this. 1'man enployer, I'ma nenber of the NFIB
the New York State Restaurant Association. 1'd
never even heard of ghost jobs before | saw this
bill.

So is there a real outcry? Are we
really looking -- is this a problemthat's really
out there to be sol ved?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO That | ong
guestion, | only get one word for a response?

Al right. M. President, on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATCOR BORRELLO You know, this

bill does what a |lot of other bills that we' ve
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passed in this chanber do, and that is create a
private right of action.

So I'"'mnot much concerned, quite
frankly, about soneone who is truly, you know --
| guess duped, if you will, that they thought the
j ob was open, they applied for the job and they
never heard.

But | amworried about, once again,
creating an opportunity for soneone to create a
class-action lawsuit and getting a | ot of small
conpanies in particular, because 100 FTEs
woul dn't necessarily nmean 100 full-tinme
enpl oyees, it might mean 10 or 20 enpl oyees.

You know, it m ght nean sonebody,
quite frankly, that, you know, doesn't
necessarily have a huge business but has a | ot of
| abor, like a restaurant. | can speak from
personal -- | guess personal experience there.

But what we're really doing here is
we're in search of a solution for a problemthat
really doesn't exist, in ny opinion. And at a
very, very hefty fine.

This is going to create what | would
consider to be a bounty hunter situation, where

we're going to have attorneys out there conbing
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through all the job postings, whether it be on
social nmedia or in a newspaper or sone kind of a
job site, and then we're going to start creating
| awsuits and, you know, issues |ike that that
make it harder and harder and nore expensive to
do busi ness here.

This is why New York State is
consistently at the bottomof every |list when it
comes to businesses, as a friendly place to do
busi ness. W rank 41st out of 50 states in the
country for starting a new business, 41st for the
great Enpire State. W nmake it harder and harder
for people to be able to just have a busi ness, be
profitable, enploy people, and have a -- make a
living for thensel ves and the people and the
famlies that they support in their business.

And this is just another step in
that direction, unfortunately. | just don't see
this as sonething -- a problemthat is worthy of
such a hefty, severe fine -- $2500, $5, 000 for
posting a job for a little too |long? That seens

excessive to ne.

As a small business owner, | can
tell you -- as a nenber of the NFIB, who al so has
big problems with this, I can tell you this is
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already a difficult place to do business. Let's
not make it even nore difficult with such a heavy
burden like this bill.

So I'll be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Senat or Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor yield for a
coupl e of questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | do, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

Just for clarification, I"'mtrying
to get ahold of the time franes on -- so when it

says that they nust be clear about whether it's
to be filled before 90 days or after 90 days,
woul d that be solved easily by them sinply saying
"i medi at e openi ngs"?

SENATOR G ANARI S: " m not sure |

under stand t he question, Senator.
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SENATOR MURRAY: So when the -- |I'm
sorry, through you, M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray, please rephrase the question.

SENATOR MURRAY: Sur e.

So in the -- you're placing an ad,
you have sone openings, and you start your ad
with "imed ate openings.” Wuld that cover the
tinme frane?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, there's a
very exact text that's in the | egislation that
t hey woul d have to use.

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Through you, M. President. 1| also
just wanted to cover the fines, where it says a
violation for each print publication or digital
pl at f or m

Many tinmes you'll have a print

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3847

publication that also offers the digital platform
as one. So when you purchase the ad, it will go
in the print, also on the website or on the
digital platform

Wuld that count -- if there's a
violation, would it count as one or two?

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"msorry, | was
talking with staff. Can you repeat that one nore
time?

SENATOR MURRAY: Sure. Through
you, M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: By al
means, Senator Mirray.

SENATOR MURRAY: So many times when
you place a help wanted ad, there is a print
publication as well as a digital platform And
you get it as one. You purchase one ad, it goes
on bot h.

For the violation purposes, if you
were to be found in violation and you had it on
both, is that one violation or two?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That woul d be
t wo.

SENATOR MURRAY: That woul d be two

separ at e.
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Thank you, M. President. On the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Senator G anari s.

The problemis real. | was in this
busi ness, | owned an enpl oynent newspaper and
website. The problemis real, inthat -- and it

is very, very frustrating. Some conpanies wll
pl ace ads that either aren't real or for a ghost
position. Sonetinmes they'll place ads to gather
information, to gather data that |ater they sell.

|"mnot saying this is right to do
this. 1'mjust wondering if the punishnent may
far exceed what's happeni ng.

The problemis, as | said,
frustrating. That's about as far as it goes.
It's not illegal. It's not -- it's not putting
anybody in jeopardy or anything. |It's just
frustrating. You see an ad, you send a resune
in, you didn't hear anything back. Two nonths go
by, you still see the ad. Well, what happened?
Way didn't they get back to ne? So yes, it is

frustrating.
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s it worth punishing people who are
enpl oyi ng people? 1'Il give you an exanpl e.

You' ve got a conpany that gets a big contract,
they're a manufacturer. They've got nultiple
positions that they're hiring for, and they put
that ad in there that they have these multiple
positions.

Well, they may fill sone of them
They may want to do it within 90 days. They just
can't. O maybe they're just going through the
resunmes very, very carefully and they want to get
nor e.

"1l give you anot her exanple. Sone
publ i cations, when it comes to enploynent, sone
are biweekly publications, sone are nonthly
publications. |If you place an ad in a nonthly
print publication, once that ad is placed, you
can't magically pull it out.

So if in fact it's found that the
position was filled but the deadline passed,
you're still running that ad for a full other
nmonth. You didn't do anything wong, you just
m ssed the deadline because it was a nonthly
publ i cati on.

So 30 days really isn't very
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realistic. But I'll tell you what, $2500 is very
realistic to the pockets of people -- of
conpani es that are trying to enpl oy New Yorkers.
So | do think we should continue to
| ook at the problem at the situation, and I
appreciate that that's what's being done. But |
t hi nk the puni shment here far, far outpaces the
so-cal | ed probl em here.
So I'll be voting no. Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mirray.
Senat or Tedi sco, why do you rise?
SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yeah, will the
Met fan -- | nean Senator G anaris rise?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: As a
Met fan, Senator G anaris, do you yield?
SENATCOR G ANARI S: | am bot h of
t hose things, yes.
SENATOR TEDI SCO My condol ences.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.
SENATCR TEDI SCO The definition of
enpl oyer here, is it for part-tinme or full-tinme
enpl oynment, or both?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Bot h.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO. And if | was --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco, are you on the bill or are you asking
t he sponsor to yield?

SENATOR TEDI SCO You want to yield
agai n?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. And if | was just
a citizen and I want sonebody to mow ny | awn and
| put an advertisenent in the paper, or come to
my farm and clean up the horses and do sone
things around the farm-- not hiring them
full-time, but maybe a one-tinme thing, would they
have to stipulate anything about that?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Only if you're
hiring nore than a hundred peopl e.

SENATOR TEDI SCO A hundred peopl e?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yeah. And --

SENATOR G ANARI S: It's a pretty

bi g operation at that point.
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SENATCR TEDI SCO Yeah, would the
gentl eman yield again?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It's a big | awn,
Senat or Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR G ANARI S: You know, in the
city we don't have |l awns that need 100 people to
mow t hem  Maybe in Saratoga you do.

Yes, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO So one of the
t hings that upsets our constituents to the extent
that -- they think we treat ourselves differently
than we treat them sonetines. Like, they have
deadl i nes and when they have to get sonething
done, they get it done on a deadline.

We have budgets. When we've got to
get it done in the last five years, we haven't
got it done, we're |ate now.

| "' mwondering, the State of New
York, in all our divisions, and all of us in this
room when we put out advertisenents to hire

peopl e, these stipulations would relate to us and
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the State of New York also, right? Although
we're not a business, we shouldn't treat
ourselves any differently than the enpl oyees we
want to hire.

So all the stipulations in this bill
relate to like the director of some organization
here, or a staffing need that we put out
advertisenments, and they'd have the sane
stipulations? And you or |, if we wanted to hire
a staff person and we put an advertisenent out
there, we'd have the sanme stipulations as the
busi nesses woul d? Does that bill cover that?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Ckay, thank you.

This is another illustration --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco, are you on the bill?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco on the bill.

SENATCR TEDI SCO -- anot her
illustration of how we treat others in our state,
whi ch has forced themto wal k out of the state
and vote with their feet.

| nmean, | can't express it enough.
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You know, you're going to treat businesses |ike
this, but then you're going to treat the

enpl oyees that we hire in the state and have the
opportunity to put these advertisenents in

there -- and you know what? | have ny
constituents call nme, and they say they go for
interviews, and the same thing you' re talking
about that businesses m ght do, they're ghosting
and doing to sonme of ny constituents in ny
district.

So why woul d you treat yourselves
differently, or the State of New York
differently, when you hire people? You are
enpl oyers, you're also elected officials, you're
al so representati ves.

You're telling businesses: You'd
better not nmake any m stakes, you've got a
certain nunber of days to get this done, you'd
better be truthful, but you're treating the
constituents, all the state people who we hire
here, potentially, a little bit differently.

We can ghost them -- you can ghost
t hem when you becone their enployer, with the
enpl oyees, but the businesses in the state,

t hey' ve got to have specific guidelines and
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mandates. And these specific guidelines and
mandat es are the reason why people are voting
with their feet.

And remenber what the situation is.
You're projected to lose two or three in the next
counting procedure, census. And every
two m nutes and 24 seconds, sonebody | eaves the
State of New York, because of this.

You're an enpl oyer, everybody who
hires sonebody in our state agencies are
enpl oyers. You want to treat businesses |ike
this, give them guidelines, give them nore
mandat es, and they're going to pack up and wal k
out .

And then the Governor |ast year, who
says | don't care if mllionaires |eave the State
of New York, what do | care if they don't like --
but then | ast week she was on her knees, please
come back, we need your doll ars.

Wiy do they need the dollars and
their noney? Because of spending that takes
pl ace, because of the taxes in New York State,
because of energy policies that are ridicul ous.
And she's pointed themout with a meno from her

own office. And that's part of why we're here
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today with a late budget, the fifth year in a
row. W couldn't do the nunber-one thing that's
probably nobst inportant by our constitution: A
good, bal anced, on-tine budget to keep people in
New York State and attract themto cone here.

And again, I'll tell you, it's not
to South Carolina or Florida or Texas. Things
like this bill, what you're doing to businesses
and jobs in New York State -- it's Connecti cut,
it's Pennsylvania, it's New Jersey. They're
| eaving the state in droves.

Stop this. Please, treat yourselves
in the State of New York |like you're treating
your constituents, or do better for themlike
you' re doing better for yourself.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Tedi sco.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W' ve agreed to
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restore this bill to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
consent, the bill is restored to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

As an initial matter, |'m fascinated
by how Senat or Tedisco is hiring a hundred
| awn- nower s when he hasn't got a paycheck in a
nonth. But | can ask himthat offline.

And | appreciate that
Senat or Borrello doesn't have a great know edge
of the legal systemin our state. But there is
no private right of action in this bill. A
private right of action is when an individual is

enpowered to bring suit himor herself against a
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vi ol ati on.

This woul d have to go through the
Depart ment of Labor, so there is not in fact a
private right of action provided for in this
bill.

Al so, | appreciate that his own
col | eagues contradi cted hi mabout whether this is
a real problemor not. Senator Borrello pointed
out that he didn't think this was sonething he's
ever heard of.

Senat or Murray, who | appreciate his
recognition of the problem being a real one that
a |l ot of people who are frustrated deal with
it -- it may seemlike it's just a frustration
and nothing nore, but if you' re unenpl oyed and
| ooking for a job, | guarantee you that if you
have to wait around for a job that doesn't exist,
it's nore than just a frustration

And let's tal k about the burdens on
busi nesses. Let's be serious. W're talking
about a sentence in a job posting. It either
says the job is open right now, we hope to fil
it within three nonths, the job's going to be
open after three nmonths and we'll fill it then,

or we're not sure when the job is going to be
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open, but we're collecting resunes.

That's all this bill says, one of

t hose three things, when you post a job, just say

that. | don't think it's a tremendous burden on
a business that enploys over a hundred people to
add one sentence to a job posting.
| vote yes, M. President.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senator Murray to explain his vote.
SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
M. President.

| appreciate what the sponsor is

saying there, but it's nore than just a sentence.

Because if you put that sentence in and don't
fill it within that time frame, then it's a
violation -- that can cost you $2500, $5, 000
because you're trying to hire sonmeone?

| don't think we want to punish
enpl oyers. So for that reason |I'mvoting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 730, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Mattera, Mirray,
O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wei k. Also Senator Martins.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
789, Senate Print 441A, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
hope the sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President.

So the John R Lew s Voting
Ri ghts Act provides for assistance for |anguage

mnority groups currently. That's under
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Section 17-208 of El ection Law

What does this bill change?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. It adds two groups to the
| anguage mnority and protected class, |anguage
mnority groups, to the | anguage assi stance
requirenent.

Those two groups are the Haitian
Creole and M ddl e Eastern and North African,
whi ch has been recogni zed by the federal
government as its own separate category worthy of
recognition.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President.

So adding Haitian Creole as well as
M ddl e East and North African, as you were
poi nting out, has been newl y defi ned.

And currently in the John R Lew s

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3862

Voting Rights Act, if there's greater than

2 percent of those groups or greater than
4,000 individuals in a political subdivision,
they would qualify for the | anguage assi stance
from boards of elections.

What | anguages in these new
additions -- obviously Haitian Creole, as you've
named it. Wat | anguages woul d boards of
el ections have to be prepared to provide all of
that material for if this bill becones |aw?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. In the instance of Mddle
Eastern/North African or MEAN, as it is
affectionately called, we have in this bill not
specified all of the | anguages, as it is not on
the federal |evel exhausted in the explanation of
where those countries of origin or |anguages may
be.

However, if you |l ook at where the
State of New York is on the top |anguages that
are spoken, Arabic happens to be one of those top
| anguages.

And if we approximate the
information already provided by OGS on its

Language Diversity Dashboard, | would just note
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that the state already provides | anguage access
in 50 state agencies for these top | anguages, of
which Arabic is one. W would add some counties
to this | anguage assi stance requiremnent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So of the
addi ti onal |anguages that we m ght be adding
here, what's the trigger? Is it on the | anguage
proficiency and the actual | anguage that people
are speaking? O is it based on the census
nunber, you know, based on Statistical Policy
Directive 15? Wich you point to in your bill,
and that's the change that you articul ated here
on the floor that's adding the new check bl ock in
the census for Mddle Eastern and North African.

WIIl it be any of the -- will it be
a |l anguage trigger within those nations that have

been described by the federal governnent? O
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will it be the nunber of people that have checked
that block within a census tract and then a
political subdivision? Wat's the trigger?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. This is not wholly tied to the
census nunbers. It refers to the census by way
of the Anerican Community Survey, as ACS defi nes
| anguage mnorities and limted English
proficient. That is the |language that is used in
the statute, and that woul d be how we woul d
cat egori ze.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And woul d the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. Yeah, the question is still the
sane.

So if in the Anerican Community
Survey that's scheduled to go out in 2027, if
t hey' ve surveyed the political subdivisions of

the State of New York and have found 2 percent or
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4,000, which are the thresholds in the John R
Lewis Voting Rights Act, if they've found those
threshol ds to exceed the 2 percent or the 4,000,
does that nean they' Il be providing for all of

t he | anguages of all of those countries that are
of Mddle Eastern and North African descent? O
is there a particular |anguage or will it be

| anguage-based to find that 2 percent or that

4, 0007

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. | think | understand the question
now, and | think it is a determ nation that would
have to be nade by the boards of elections.

The requi rement of providing
materials, et cetera, that would nake it easier
for eligible voters to access the ballot | think
coul d be determi ned by the Board of Elections
own experience with limted English proficient
voters and speakers.

And | think we have sone of that
information by way of what the state al ready
collects through its | anguage access requiremnent
for all of the other state agenci es.

So it could be the case that there

woul d be nore than one | anguage under the NMEAN
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requi renent, should this becone |aw, but that
woul d be a determ nation made by the | ocal board.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Briefly on the
bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the countries
that have been listed in Statistical Policy
Directive 15, which the sponsor refers to here
and has an inpact on the bill that's before us,

t hose countries are Lebanon, Syria, Egypt,
Morocco, Iran, Israel, Palestine, Iraq,
Kurdish -- which is not a nation -- and others.

But of those, many | anguages
spoken -- French, Arabic, Arnenian, Kurdish,
Aramai c, Coptic, Berber, Spanish, Farsi, Luri,
Asuri, Bal ochi, Hebrew, Russian, Yiddish,

Ladino -- the list goes on. So | think, if |
woul d ask the sponsor to yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor again yield?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | think for
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pur poses -- through you, M. President, for
pur poses of providing your intent to the Board of
Elections, if we're going to allow the Board of
El ections to determ ne whether it's the nunber of
people that are fromthis region that the federa
government is now going to count and account for
and provide data for, would you provide sone
intent as to whether it's to nmeet the threshold
for those | anguages within that region or whether
it's that region at |arge?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes. Through you,
M. President. In both cases, whether it is a
| anguage mnority group or a | anguage by way of
limted English proficiency, both of those make
reference to | anguage and what is spoken.

And it is our intent that if you are
a limted English proficient speaker, if you
speak anot her | anguage but are eligible to vote,
and you hit certain thresholds, that you would
have the materials provided by the Board of
El ections to help you.

So if that happens to be other
| anguages that grow, as the Haitian Creole
speaker popul ati on has grown, as the

Ar abi c- speaki ng popul ati on has grown, and
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certainly as other |anguage speakers wll be
growing in our electorate, it is our intent to
provi de as nmuch access as they are eligible for.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So then now t hat
we have this new region -- through you,
M. President. So now that we have this new
region that we'll be considering under the
John R Lewis Voting Rights Act, and providing
t hose services, why not just, with such a
pl et hora of | anguages, why not open it up to al
| anguages of the globe, with the sanme threshol ds
t hat you' ve proposed?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, | welcone ny good coll eague from
the other side of the aisle, should he be so
noved to open up | anguage access for as nany

New York voters as possible, to introduce
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legislation to that effect.

This is not neant to be a limting
principle, but to recognize grow ng popul ation
and | anguage speakers in this state. And it is
not meant or intended to be an exhaustive or
final list. It is aalist that recogni zes the
current growi ng patterns in our state.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: It is inclusive
for sone, but not for all. And ny question is
why.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, this bill addresses two grow ng

| anguage- speaki ng popul ations. | am happy to
hear that you support a New York for Al and,
agai n, would wel conme you to introduce |egislation
to that effect that would open up access to nore
| anguages nore specifically.

This is not alimting bill. This
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woul d not prevent us from expanding this |ist.
But if you | ook at the |anguages that are spoken
in this state, the |anguages that we already are
required to provide | anguage access for outside
of ballot access, these are two | anguages t hat
are growing. And that's why we are trying to
provi de nore access.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Way countries of
origin and heritage rather than judging the
Engl i sh proficiency of a region?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. W are matching what the federal
definition of MEAN is.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. Only citizens have the right to
vote in New York State. There is an English
proficiency portion of a naturalization process.

Does New York City al ready provide
assi stance for Haitian Creole and for Arabic?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are there
popul ati ons outside of New York City that you
anticipate that this will inpact?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, there may be. It depends on what
t he denographi c changes that may occur in the
future.

But if you reference the OGS
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Language Diversity Dashboard and | ook at both of
t hese groups, whether it's Haitian Creole or
Arabic, for instance, you would see that in

Ki ngs County, Queens County, Rockland County and
Nassau County, they potentially m ght have a
Hai ti an Creol e- speaki ng popul ati on that woul d be
triggered. For Arabic, the two -- or the three,
rat her, woul d be Kings, Queens and potentially
Erie County that m ght be included.

But | don't want to say that with
any finality. This would be up to the |oca
boards of elections to determ ne.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You continue to
say Haitian Creole and Arabic. But earlier in
debate we tal ked about the threshold neeting any
of the other |anguages in various nations that
are included in this new way to account for

peopl e's heritage.
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s -- why not outline Arabic
specifically, if that's your intent?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. | was using Arabic to be
illustrative in response to your question.

As | have stated previously, the
definition here, and referenced in the bill,
refers to the federal definition, because for a
long tinme MEAN was not its own category and MEAN
was | ooped in with categorizing yourself as white
for purposes of data collection.

Because this was a recent change on
the federal |evel, we thought it inportant for us
to incorporate that for |anguage access purposes
inthis bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You nentioned
some additional jurisdictions outside of New York

Cty.
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Has a fiscal analysis been done for
how much this would cost those nunicipalities to
i mpl enent ?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. There has not been a fisca
anal ysis done. W believe that the
responsi bilities placed on the boards of

el ections woul d be able to be resourced.

And as | have for the entirety of ny
career here in the Senate, | continue to advocate
for nore noney for our |ocal boards of elections.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President.

So | think in your |ast response
you' ve answered this next question. But can we
anticipate that that will be on the |oca

property taxpayers' funding for their |ocal board
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of elections to neet these new requirenents?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, we cannot anticipate that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. |Is there a separate pot of noney
that we can anticipate as avail able for boards of
el ections to neet the new conpliance here?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. W continue to advocate for nore
resources for our local boards. | think this
maj ority, by way of budgets of years past, have
i ncreased the funding going to our |ocal boards
of el ections.

We make changes to the El ection Law
every single year, in some years nore than
ot hers, and our boards of el ections have done
their best to keep up with those changes and to

try to conport with the law. And we don't
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anticipate that this would be any different.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the federa
government will inplenent the new Statistica
Policy Directive 15 in their 2027 Comrunity
Survey. But this bill goes into effect a year
after it becomes |aw

How can boards of el ections conply
with data that hasn't yet been created by the
federal governnent?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. The requirenment fromthe federal
government in the Policy Order SP 15 is a request
for agencies to informthemon how they plan to
conpl y.

It is not a -- it does not require
themto wait a year until they inplenment, but
sinply to by the year's end informthem how t hey

have either inplenmented or plan to inplenent.
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So | don't think that SP 15 serves
as a barrier to our |ocal boards of elections
determ ni ng what |anguages nmay fulfill this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | appreciate your
answers.

To becone a naturalized citizen, you
do have to pass an English proficiency test.

This bill picks sonme | anguages to assi st
non-proficient-in-English citizens with
assi stance, but it ignores others.

Rat her than providing sel ect groups
to help vote based on their first |anguage, we
shoul d be nmaking elections free and fair for
ever ybody.

We al so shoul dn't be burdening | ocal
government with additional unfunded nandates.

We al so shouldn't be constantly
changing the rules of our elections to curry
favor with singular groups, to elevate one
political party over the other to a political

end.
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| therefore will be voting no and
encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

cl osed.
The Secretary will ring the bell.
Senator G anaris.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we have agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
consent, it has been agreed that this bill wll
be restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 789, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Wl czyk
and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, April 29th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, April 29th, at 11:00 a.m

Let's go, Knicks!

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

5:01 p.m)
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