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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 27, 2026
3:37 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
April 24, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, April 23,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Zel | ner
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Local Governnent, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10201 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 9351,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 669.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Kavanagh, page 16,
Cal endar 226, Senate Print 2086;

By Senator My, page 17, Cal endar
257, Senate Print 1129A

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: | also wish to
call up the following bills, which were recalled
fromthe Assenbly and are now at the desk
Senate Bills 1633A and 5067A.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
140, Senate Print 1633A, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

Cal endar Nunber 538, Senate Print
5067A, by Senator Sepul veda, an act to amend the
Educati on Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the votes by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bills
are restored to their place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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amendnents are received.

SENATCR G ANARI S: There will now
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:39 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:43 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
believe there's a Rules Cormittee report at the
desk. Can we pl ease take that up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
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reports the following bill:

Senate Print 10060, by
Senat or Serrano, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the Rules Conmittee report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we take up
t he suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
823, Senate Print 10060, by Senator Serrano, an

act maki ng appropriations for the support of
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gover nment .

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t hat nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nmessage is accepted. The bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's go to the
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readi ng of the controversial supplenenta
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
823, Senate Print 10060, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATCR O MARA: M. President,
was wondering if the sponsor of the budget
ext ender woul d answer a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Serrano, do you yield?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

This is now our seventh budget
extender. W are now into April 27th, when the
budget was due April 1st.

Are we any closer today to having a
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finalized budget and the remai ni ng ni ne budget
bills to get before us?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President.

We certainly are continuing to nove
in the right direction. Discussions are ongoi ng,
as you know.

But this particular budget extender
before us, as you nentioned, is the seventh
budget extender. It does provide for the
operation of governnent until Thursday,

April 30th, although |I suspect we may vote on a
new ext ender on Wednesday. And it does cover
$15.2 billion, which includes $2.5 billion in new
spendi ng.

And it will cover nmuch of the sane
as | nentioned in our |ast discussion. However,
we will cover payroll cost, which we didn't have
in our |ast extender; general state charges;
Depart ment of Health and Medi cai d, Speci al
Suppl emental Nutrition, the WC program the
Depart ment of Labor for paynents in the
Enpl oynment | nsurance Benefits program Ofice of
People with Disabilities, Medicaid and

non- Medi cai d servi ces; and Departnent of
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Vet erans' Services and honel ess veterans'
servi ces paynents

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So since this
extender only takes us to Thursday, and you said
we may vote on it Wdnesday, we don't anticipate
a final budget before Thursday.

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President, | don't at this point. 1It's hard
to say.

But as | nentioned before, we are
certainly noving in the right direction. And |
really do feel that there is a sense of urgency

anongst all parties involved with this budget.

And | do -- | do believe that we are

certainly -- we will certainly start to cl ose

down on sone of the remaining issues of policy.
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But this extender before us doesn't
contain any of that. It is just to keep the
state budget -- the state governnent running for
t he next few days.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

Senat or, what -- you said we're
going to nail down the remaining policy itens.
What policy itens remain to be nail ed down?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President, there are a nunber of policy itens
t hat have been nentioned the press, and you' ve
menti oned them here on the floor.

Again, to -- | don't want to start
specul ating on the novenent on those right now,

but | do believe that we are on a course to
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resol ve those and nove forward with the budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: What if any of
t hose renai ning i ssues have been cl osed down in
t he di scussi ons?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. At this point, none that | know
of .

However, with a budget of this
magni tude, with so many di fferent noving parts
and so many priorities that affect New Yorkers
across our state, it is certainly a very conpl ex
task, and it does take tine.

It is -- we are beyond our due date.
However, | think it's nore inportant to have a
budget that reflects those priorities and
specifically on the different issues that we are

grappling with. | don't have any additi onal
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updat es.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, there's
been sone disclosure in the nmedia regarding
i ncreased taxes for New York City, mainly the
pi ed-a-terre tax on second hones that has been
di scussed as the Governor agreeing to do
somet hi ng t here.

The Mayor of New York City is out
saying we are taxing the rich, very forcefully in
his social nedia. Wat has been agreed to as far
as allowing New York City to increase taxes?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. To nmy know edge, all of these
topics are still open, they're still ongoing.

Proposal s you'l|l hear about --

t hroughout the course of the negotiation you wll

hear many different proposals, and we wl|

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3731

grapple with themas a conference, as a Senate,
and all |evels of governnment here.

But again, until we have a budget,
it is hard to say how any of these things wll
nove forward.

But as | nentioned before, | do
believe that we are in the process of closing
down nany of the outstanding issues that are
hol ding us up. But again, it's an inportant
di scussion. It's a discussion that has the
overarching concern of the people of New York to
ensure that we have the things that we need to
run a state.

And, you know, | feel very confident
that in the com ng days we will be able to see |

think a clearer picture on that issue and many

ot hers.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: Are -- with
regards to increased taxes, other than the
pi ed-a-terre tax, what other taxes are stil
bei ng considered for increases?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. As | nentioned, Senator, the bil
bef ore us does not engage in any of those policy
i ssues.

We have a very straight what's known
as a clean budget extender, which just allows for
t he functioning of our state governnent as we
continue to grapple with that issue and any ot her
i ssues before our house or the Governor and the
Assenbl y.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, with
regard to the open issue of the auto insurance

reforns, it was reported | ast week that the
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Governor had backed away from her position on
changes to joint and several liability. Can you
tell us where we stand on that issue and the auto
i nsurance reforns altogether?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. No, | don't have any additiona
update on that issue.

But again, that is just one of the
several policy issues that we continue to grapple
with as we | ook to shut down this budget.

And again, it will be in the best
interests of New Yorkers. | don't have any
addi ti onal updates on than.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: | f the Governor is
backi ng away fromthe joint and several liability
aspect of the insurance reform that seens to ne

to be the -- the biggest inpact of that was going
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to be to lower costs for municipalities, for --
the MIA in particul ar has been discussed that
that was going to be significant relief for them

So, | mean, can you tell us is there
an agreenent to not do anything on joint and
several liability at this point?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. As |I've nmentioned before,
Senator O Mara, the bill before us does not cover
any of those policy issues. So | would be
speaking out of turnif | was to try to specul ate
and give you any additional data, because it --
it could be different |ater today.

So | really would refrain fromthat
| evel of speculation for nyself, and ensuring
that we sort of stick to the issue at hand, which
is the seventh budget extender, which will bring
us through April 30th.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SERRANG, Yes
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So, Senator, would
you say that the Mayor of New York City is ahead
of hinself when he's out there saying we are
i ncreasing taxes on the rich?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. As | nentioned before, the bil
before us deals with the budget extender. |
certainly will not speculate on the other noving
parts and conponents of the negotiation for the
stat e budget.

As |'ve nentioned several tines,
this is a very conplex ordeal, and certainly
everyone has a -- | think the best interests of
all New Yorkers at heart, and they're fighting
for those points of view And | think that's a
wonder f ul t hi ng.

And as we continue to grapple with
that, and before we get into those further
di scussions, | certainly would I ove for us to
vote on this extender that we have in front of
us.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you

M. President, if the Senator will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: We'll get to
voting on this at sone point, Senator.

But, you know, | continue to stress
the inmportance of informng the public, informng
the citizens of New York of where this budget
stands and what progress is being nade, what
i ssues are being discussed, and what aspects of
t hose i ssues have been agreed to or not agreed
to.

So don't you think it's inportant as
part of this process that we informthe public
where we are on these issues?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. Yes, Senator, | do. | certainly
believe in that, and | think that that is
happeni ng.

The | eaders involved with this
budget have been very open and transparent about

where they are on different issues. And |
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certainly have been hearing about themin the
press, and we've been tal king about themas a
conference. And we have been conveying those to
our constituents when we go back hone.

And that is certainly part of this
process, and it is part of how our denocracy
works here in the State of New York.

However, before | was to get into a
deeper specul ation on sonme of these issues that
we don't have any final concrete | anguage on,
woul d prefer to talk about what's in this
extender, which |I think provides for a good
anount of funding that is necessary to ensure for
payrol |l and for veterans' services and so on.

And | think that is pretty nmuch all
| can give you right now that's concrete.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCR O MARA: Senator, let's
nove on fromthe policy issues to dollars, which
is really what this budget is about, sone
260-bil i on-plus of taxpayer dollars we're
tal ki ng about .

Have there been -- has there been a
final agreenment on how | arge this budget is going
to be? And are there table targets for our
budget conference conmittees to get back together
and work on?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. No, Senator, unfortunately we
don't have that at this tinme. But we are
continuing to nove in that direction.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: | certainly concur
with the Senator that these are inportant issues
that we need to work out. But | believe it's
equally inmportant, as | continue to say on these
budget extenders, that the public be engaged, the

public be made aware of what's goi ng on.
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And despite the assertions that have
been nade, there is no clarity on these very
significant issues of increasing taxes, the
CLCPA, auto insurance reform streamining SEQR
the New York for Al -- issues that nobody knows
where they stand. There's been nothing clear in
the nedia. There's been nothing clear or
anything at all given to us here in any of these
budget - ext ender di scussi ons we' ve had.

And that's -- it's no way to run a
government. The citizens of New York deserve
better. They deserve clarity. They deserve tine
to digest and provide us with input on these
i ssues as these matters progress, as they get
nail ed down, as |I'msure one or two of these
probably are.

What's wong with letting the public
know where we are on that so that they can let us
know what they think about it, so that we wll
t hen know how to vote on it?

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

now cl osed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
has been restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 15. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 823, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's at this

time recogni ze Senator H nchey for an
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i ntroduction, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hi nchey for an introduction.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| have noved, surprise! But that's
because the group of students who are here today
are incredibly inportant and I want to make sure
| can see themwhile | speak to them

M. President, | proudly rise to
recogni ze a remarkabl e group of students from ny
district who are here representing the Catskills
Teen Suicide Prevention Team

Qur country is facing a profound
youth nental health crisis. Today, about one in
five adol escents has a di agnosed nental or
behavi oral health condition, and suicide is the
second- | eadi ng cause of death for teens.

In the second year of the pandem c
ER visits for nmental health issues rose 7 percent
overall, and 22 percent for teen girls. And in
communities |ike ours, especially rural areas
Ii ke Greene County, accessing the help and care
you need can be incredibly difficult.

The magni tude of this crisis,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3742

however, has not intimdated these students.
Instead, it's inspired themto step up for their
peers and show a | evel of conpassion and support
that can genuinely save a person's life.

The Catskills Teen Suicide
Preventi on Team uses educational and interactive
| essons that help fellow students recogni ze
war ni ng signs of distress and know where to turn
for hel p.

Their inmpact has stretched beyond
their school. They've presented at state
conf erences, |aunched support prograns in other
school s, and cone here to the Capitol to advocate
directly with their representatives about why
mental health support is so critical

They were invited by the
Greene County Department of Health and
Col unmbi a Menorial Hospital to participate in a
sui ci de prevention workgroup.

A few weeks ago | had a great
neeting with these students, and I was struck by
their clarity and their wisdom They canme with
concrete solutions. They tal ked about the need
for supplenental training for teachers and schoo

staff so they can recogni ze signs of enotional
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distress in students before they even enter a

cl assroom expandi ng school - based nental health
trai ning prograns that enpower students to help
one another; and investing in first responder
nment al heal th, because they recogni ze that the
safety of our conmmunities depends on the well ness
of those who protect it.

In this chanmber we know t hat nental
health is healthcare. And for the first tine,
that fact is finally breaking through into the
broader public conversation. That shift is a
product of advocates |ike these students from
Catskills who refuse to let this crisis remain in
t he shadows.

To the students who are joining us
today -- lana Browne, Aaron Cousins, Bella Kenny,
Abby Meyers, Ella Near, Matigan Craner,

Loui se Ki eral do, Zoey Gsterhoudt,

Nat haly Santos -- and their chaperones,

Coll een C ancy and Stacy Collier -- thank you for
fighting for this issue.

It is so inportant, and it needs to
be heard. Your voices are a powerful force for
positive change, and it's making a bigger

di fference than you nmay even know.
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So, M. President, please welcone

our guests and extend themall the courtesies and

privileges of this chanber.

We are so proud of you.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house. Please
rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now pl ease
recogni ze Senator Scarcell a-Spanton for anot her
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton for an introduction.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And it is my honor to have such
truly wonderful guests here with us today.

| will start with our amazing

Comm ssi oner of the New York City Departnent of

Vet erans' Services, and ny constituent and fell ow

Staten | sl ander, Conmi ssi oner Yesenia Mata, as
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well as Nicole Olando, fromher team who nake

sure that veterans are transitioning and getting
their benefits that they need when they get out

of servi ce.

And also it is ny pleasure and nost
i nportant to have the conm ssioner here to
wi t ness and hear about the anmazing work that the
Blue Star Fam |ies do.

Today we have Erica Newhouse, the
executive director of the nonprofit New York
State Chapter of Blue Star Famlies, as well as
Darl ene O Rourke, here with us today.

Across New York and the nation,
Blue Star Fam |ies has beconme one of the nost
trusted voices for servicenenbers, veterans and
their loved ones, continuing to raise awareness
of the chall enges that servicenenbers and their
famlies face.

I n Novenber, | had the great
privilege of being invited to one of the events
that Blue Star Fam |lies puts together. They
actually took a bunch of spouses to New York City
to take themout to lunch and treat themto a
novie premere for a Lifetine novie, which was

one of nmy favorite events to take part in.
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They do this across the district.

| have the privilege and honor of
representing both Fort Ham |ton and
Fort Wadsworth. | think of ny owmn tine as a
mlitary spouse back in 2011, 2012; | was in
Fort Carson. And to see the work that is now
bei ng done for these famlies really touches ny
heart .

And | can say it's so inportant.
They make sure that these spouses and their
famlies have their food needs taken care of.
They connect themw th resources for childcare.
They make sure that they have events for the
famlies and make sure that those spouses are
never forgotten.

Bet ween navi gati ng access to soci al
services, they also get them job opportunities
and assi stance for the whole famly.

And | amso grateful that the
Blue Star Families has a presence in both of the
areas of my district. And they were even up in
Fort Drumtoday, listening to those mlitary
famlies. So they really do do it all.

It's especially nmeaningful to have

them here today in April, which is both
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Yel | ow Ri bbon Month and the Month of the
Mlitary Child.

So to Erica and the entire Blue Star
Fam |ies team on behalf of myself and all of our
state's mlitary famlies, thank you so nuch for
the work that you do.

And to Conmi ssioner Mata and her
team thank you so nuch for the work that you do
as wel | .

It is truly my pleasure to wel cone
you to our state's Capitol.

M. President, if you could wel cone
our guests.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
let's take up previously adopted Resol ution 1293,

by Senator Mayer, read that resolution's title
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and call on Senator Mayer, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1293, by
Senat or Mayer, commendi ng Armando Gramaj o and
Shayl a Gramaj o upon the occasion of their
designation as recipients of the Liberty Medal,
t he hi ghest honor best owed upon i ndividual s by
the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today with great humlity to
i ntroduce two incredibly brave and inspiring
people fromny district, in the Gty of
White Plains, whom | am deeply proud to have here
in Albany and to award them wi th our highest
nmedal , the New York State Liberty Medal, the
first time in my Senate career to be able to
acknow edge such extraordi nary heroes.

It is ny honor to introduce them
Armando Gramaj o and his daughter Shayla G amgj o,
who were presented with the nedals earlier today,

with the | eader, here in the chanber.
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In May of 2024, Armando Gramaj o was
in his driveway working on his car when he heard
a worman screamng for help. Wen he went to see
what was happeni ng, he saw a man attacki ng her
with a knife.

Armando, a Guatemal an arny veteran
called out a cormand for the nman to stop.
Fortunately, the attacker did. Armando ran to
get his daughter, Shayla, who was a physician
assi stant student at the tinme. Shayla rushed to
t he woman, who we now know was Carolina, who is
j oining us here today, and began providing
i fesaving aid.

The attack had begun a few bl ocks
away inside Carolina s hone. After returning
home from work, Carolina s husband becane enraged
that she was texting a nale coll eague. He went
to the kitchen, retrieved a knife, and began
attacki ng her.

During the struggle, Carolina was
st abbed several times, including in her hands, as
she tried to defend herself. Her brave daughter,
Mariana, who is also here with us, began junping
on her father's back to try to get himto stop.

VWhen her attacker went to find
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anot her weapon, Carolina was able to use that
nonment to escape.

As Shayl a provi ded aid, emergency
responders arrived and rushed Carolina into
surgery. She sustained 35 stab wounds, but
m racul ously and thankfully survived.

The man was arrested, convicted of
attenpted nurder, and was sentenced in
State Suprene Court and is serving tine.

Thr oughout the | egal process,
Carol i na denonstrated extraordi nary courage and
testified against her attacker. The case was
i nvestigated by the Wiite Plains Police
Departnment, prosecuted by two prosecutors here
t oday, the Donestic Violence Bureau Chief of the
West chester County DA's O fice, Joyce MIler, and
Assi stant District Attorney Al exandra Kont os,
under the direction of Wstchester County
District Attorney Susan Cacace, who joined us
earlier today.

| am deeply grateful and quite awed
for the heroism quick thinking, kindness and
fearl essness of Armando and Shayla that all owed
Carolina to survive and to thrive.

| thank you all, Arnmando, Shayl a,
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Carolina and Mariana, for your imrense and
uni magi nabl e bravery.

| would also like to thank the
West chester County DA's office for trying this
case and ensuring justice was served.

Speci al thanks to Hannah Kirk of ny
staff for hel ping coordinate this extraordi nary

opportunity for themto join us, and their entire

famly.

Pl ease join me in recognizing the
famly as well. Qur grandnother, Antonia
Grangjo, who is here with us -- mght | say,

age 95, who cane here today to celebrate this
beauti ful honor. The famly: Sheny G angjo,
Jimry Gramaj o, Anthony Barrios, Brendi G amjo,
Yurini Grangjo, O mtan G amgj o, and of course
our Liberty Medal recipients -- Arnmando G angj o,
Shayla Gramajo -- Carolina Gsorno,

Mariana Osorno, as | nentioned, and Assistant DA
Al exandra Kontos and Joyce M|l er.

Pl ease acknow edge all of themthat
are here today. Please extend to themthe
cordialities of the house. W're deeply, deeply
grateful to have them and to honor themand to

ensure that they get the recognition they deserve
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for their acts of bravery.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

On behalf of a grateful state, |
wel come you on behalf of the State Senate. W
extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on January 13t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Mayer would |ike to open that resolution
for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
the reading of the calendar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
124, Senate Print 4576A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the New York State Urban Devel opnent
Cor poration Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Before we
proceed, just a little order in the house,
pl ease. Thank you.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 124, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Martins
and Pal unbo.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
275, Senate Print 4470C, by Senator Mayer, an act

to anmend the Executive Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 275, voting in the negative are
Senators Brisport, Giffo, Cberacker, Ott and
Vi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
381, Senate Print 7718A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 381, voting in the negative are
Senators Gallivan, Giffo and Cberacker.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
460, Senate Print Number 2070, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Vet erans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
468, Senate Print 5177, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 468, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo,
ber acker, Rhoads, Tedisco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
575, Senate Print 2122A, by Senator Fahy, an act

to anend the Real Property Actions and
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Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 575, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Chan and Cber acker.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
641, Senate Print 8622, by Senator Brouk, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
669, Senate Print Nunmber 10201, by
Assenbl ynmenber McMahon, an act to anend the
Vil l age Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

| et's put our hands together for Senator
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Zellner's first bill to pass the Senate.
(Standi ng ovation.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
Congrat ul ati ons, Senator Jereny Zell ner.

The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

708, Senate Print 913, by Senator Kavanagh,

act to anmend the Social Services Law.

an

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll

| the

-)

ACTI NG PRESI|I DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation t
Cal endar 708, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

(0]

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

709, Senate Print 2022, by Senator Cooney,

an act
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to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we neglected to call on Senator Mayer to explain
her vote on Cal endar 275.

By consent, if we could just give
her that opportunity now, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President. | rise on S4470C, DJ's Law.

DJ's Law, which requires training
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for police officers on discharging a firearmat a
nmovi ng vehicle and requires the Minicipal Police
Trai ning Council to devel op and di ssem nate
witten policies and procedures for the use of
force.

This bill was pronpted because on
Cct ober 7, 2010, Danroy "DJ" Henry, a 20-year-old
from Massachusetts who played football for
Pace University in Westchester, was shot and
killed by a Pleasantville police officer as he
drove through a parking | ot after Pace
Uni versity's honecom ng football gane.

DJ was out celebrating with his
teammat es after the game when a fight, unrel ated
to himand his friends, broke out in a bar.

Pol i ce asked DJ, who was parked in a
fire lane out front, to nove his car. As
di rected, he began to drive away when an officer
shot DJ through the w ndshield, saying |later he
feared for his life.

DJ's friends and wi tnesses said he
wasn't trying to hit the officer but was just
trying to | eave as directed.

After he was shot, DJ was pulled

fromhis car, and he and his friends were put in
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handcuffs. He died en route to the hospital.

DJ's parents, Dan and Angel a Henry,
who had conme down to watch himplay and then
headed back to Massachusetts after the game, got
a phone call that night with the worst nessage,
that their son had been shot and kill ed.

Hs fam |y searched for answers and
for justice for their son. In 2023, the
West chester County District Attorney rel eased a
report on the police shooting of Danroy Henry and
concl uded that DJ's death coul d have been avoi ded
if better protocols were in place.

Then-DA M m Rocah called on state
and county | awnakers to propose |egislation like
this requiring specific training for |aw
enf orcenent about best practices in different
nmovi ng vehicl e situations.

The U. S. Departnent of Justice and
the New York City Police Department both have
use-of -force policies that specifically address
t he di scharge of firearns in noving vehicles.

New York State's nodel policy on the use of force
does not.

This bill would require New York's

policy to include best practices and gui dance,
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ensuring that departnments have consi stent
policies and officers are fully and consistently
trai ned on how to handl e incidents involving
novi ng vehi cl es.

|"d like to particularly thank
Jay Cerace, chief of the Col onie Police
Department, who reached out to ne and provi ded
t hought ful feedback on the bill.

This bill is supported by DI Henry's
parents, Angela and Danroy Henry, Sr., and the
foundati on they began to honor his life. It is
al so supported by Roc Nation and its
phi | ant hropi ¢ and soci al inpact division
Team Roc, which wote that the bill represents a
meani ngf ul and necessary step forward, ensuring
that New York's |aw enforcenent officers are
equi pped with the training, policies, and best
practices needed for greater public safety.

Passing this bill would serve as a
di rect and neaningful tribute to DJ Henry. This
bill will protect the safety of drivers,
passengers, bystanders, and officers in
circunstances such as the one that resulted in
the terrible death of DJ Henry.

| thank ny col | eagues for
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cosponsoring this bill, which is passing in the
Assenbly as well. | urge ny coll eagues to vote
yes.

And t hank you for honoring DJ's
menory by passing this bill.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to be to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this point
let's take up the report of the Finance Conmittee
which is at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
fol | owi ng nom nati on.

As a menber of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority: Blanca Lopez.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmittee and ask that
you then recogni ze Senat or Mayer to speak on the
nom nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those

in favor of accepting the report of the
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Finance Comm ttee, please signify by saying aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.
Senat or Mayer on the nom nation.
SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.
| proudly rise to support the
nom nati on of Blanca P. Lopez, on the
recommendat i on of Westchester County Executive
Ken Jenkins, to continue to fill a seat on the
MTA Boar d.
Ms. Lopez has served with
di stinction on the board already, as the nom nee
of the prior county executive, George Latiner.
And we had the opportunity to have a ful sone
di scussion with her about her role as an MIA
trustee.
She is taking it extrenely

seriously. She is greatly know edgeabl e on the

substance. | know you were there, M. President.

Everyone was very inpressed with her ability to
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articulate the chall enging circunstances that
confront the MIA, to be an advocate for riders,
wor kers and the systemitself, and to understand
the MIA continues to be the |ifeblood of not only
New York City but the suburbs.

Ms. Lopez lives in Port Chester,
part of ny district. She's been an active
participant in community life for many years,
both as a nenber of the PTA, as an assistant to
t he county executive, serving on vol unteer
boar ds.

She's exactly the kind of person
that we want to represent us on the MIA.  She
al ready co-chairs several inportant commttees of
t he MIA Board.

| urge ny coll eagues to vote again
for her to serve on the board. She will do us
proud. And we are very, very proud to support
her nom nati on.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or Har ckham on the nom nati on.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very

much, M. President.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3767

| rise because | have worked with
Ms. Lopez for two decades, and she has been
not hi ng short of a consummate professional and
dynam c | eader at every opportunity that we have
wor ked t oget her.

| could not recommend her nom nation
strongly enough. |'mproud to vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

The question is on the nom nation.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
nom nation, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo,
Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk and
Weber .

Ayes, 38. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nom nee is confirmned.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, April 28th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, April 28th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:25 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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