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SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
April 21, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, April 20,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Skoufi s
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on

Housi ng, Construction and Conmunity Devel opnent,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3126B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6368B, Third Reading
Cal endar 236.

Senat or Brisport noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Judiciary, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 8305 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8372, Third Readi ng Cal endar 675.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in

Room 332.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:33 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:42 a. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Please take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill: Senate Print 9999,
by Senator Serrano, an act naki ng appropriations
for the support of governnent.

The bill reports direct to third
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r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the Rules Cormittee
report please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
822, Senate Print 9999, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
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a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
t he nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is laid aside.

That conpl etes the reading of the
suppl emrent al cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease go to the
readi ng of the controversial supplenenta
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
822, Senate Print 9999, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

WI1l the sponsor yield for sone
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Here we are, April 22nd, now nore
than three weeks |l ate on this budget, and we're
taki ng up our sixth extender of the season. This
extender, | believe, takes us into Monday.

What is this extender -- what are we
extending with this to get us to Monday? And how
much new spending is there?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
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Madam President. This extender allows for the
continuation of our state governnent short of a
fully enacted budget.

You're correct, this is our sixth
extender. It takes us through Monday,

April 27th. The total anount in this extender is
$12.7 billion, which includes an additi onal
69 mllion in new spendi ng.

And it covers things |ike general
state charges, paynents to the Metropolitan
Commut er Transportation Mobility Tax. Departnment
of Health, our WC and EPI C prograns, which are
so vital. Departnment of Labor paynents. Ofice
of People with Disability paynents. And
Depart ment of Veterans' Services and Honel ess
Vet er ans Housi ng paynents.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Senator, are we any closer to a
final budget today than we were Monday?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam Presi dent. Negotiations are still ongoing.

As | mentioned in our previous
di scussi on on Monday, that | think things are
nmoving in the right direction. There is
certainly a sense of urgency involved, and al
parties are very much interested in closing this
down.

But again, as | said, you know,
budgets are about priorities. And while it is
i nportant to have things done on tinme, and |'m
all about deadlines and so on, it's also |I think
nore inmportant to have a good budget, a budget
that reflects the needs of all New Yorkers --

i ssues involved with econom c devel opnent,
funding for our parks, for arts and culture, for
so many different things.

It's really inportant that we have a
very good budget. And we have been noving, |
think, steadily towards an agreenent, and
hopefully we will have that done.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, we have a
j oi nt budget conference commttee set up that
we' re supposed to follow in the budget process.
Are there any joint conference conmttees
schedul ed?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Have any table

targets been set for the various budget
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subconm ttees to have sonmething to work with on
maybe not the major itenms of the budget?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

SENATCR O MARA: Madam Pr esi dent
will the Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, on the
maj or issues that at |east we've been reading
about in the news, since we really get no
information here, the issues holding it up --
nodi fications to the CLCPA, auto insurance
reform SEQR process, New York for All, and the
ever present pressure to increase taxes -- are
any of those major issues solidified in agreenent
yet?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam President. As | nentioned before, there
are ongoi ng di scussi ons on these and many ot her
i ssues involved in this budget. It is obviously

a very conplicated task
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But the bill before us does not
contain any of those policy issues. The bil
before us is an extender to ensure the operation
of state governnment, to provide for sone very
basic funding to ensure that we neet our needs
and obligations as a state. But the policy
i ssues that we read about and that we hear about,
t hose are not before us at this nonent.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, will the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, this
norning | saw on the Enpire Reports news website
attributed to the Governor, that she thought we
woul d have a budget on May 19t h.

There was really no -- no --
attribution to where that came from Are you
aware of the Governor having taken this position

that we're still a nonth away from the budget?
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SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam President. No, | was not aware of that.
have no additional information on that.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay, thank you

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Here we are,

22 days late on the budget for the fifth year in
arow |It's a concerning process. | really see
or feel no sense of urgency on getting this
budget wrapped up as close to the constitutional
requi red deadline of April 1st to get a budget
done.

You know, we continue to just extend
spendi ng, al though the Conservative Party of the
State of New York, its chairman CGerry Kassar has
expressed his gratitude to us because we're not
spendi ng any nore and there's really no
i kelihood or expectation that this budget is
going to spend less than | ast year overall or
probably in any specific category at all.
Spending will be greater.

So the Conservative Party at | east

feels, you know, we're a nonth late, we're a
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month | ess of extra spending in the state.

But we really do need to get this
budget done. As | tal ked about earlier in the
week, our school budgets -- our school districts
have to come out with their budgets to put to the
voters in the mddle of May. The tinme for
putting those together is rapidly approaching.

And that's just a big problemfor
our districts, and it will only result in perhaps
unnecessary property tax increases, not know ng
what the state aid is going to be for these
districts.

So we really need to get noving
here. And if the Governor is really saying that
it's going to be May 19th, you know, that's
anot her nonth away. And we're getting no
information here fromthe Majority on where any
of these mmjor issues, the sticking points, where
t hey stand, what's bei ng proposed, whether
there's any | anguage, whether there's any
resol uti on on anyt hi ng.

And that's just -- it's concerning.
So | just inplore the najorities and the Governor
to -- let's get together and nail this thing out

and do what we're supposed to do, our nopst
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i mportant job of the year as elected
representatives in the State Legislature, to get
t hi s budget done.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 15. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the

roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
consent, the bill is restored to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
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Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 822, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: kay, let's nove
back to notions and resol utions.

W will begin with previously
adopt ed Resol ution 1699, by Senators Sepul veda
and Stavisky. Please read that resolution's
title and call on Senator Stavisky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1699,
by Senator Sepul veda, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 14, 2026,
as Bangla New Year Day in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And thank you to the | eader and to
Senator G anaris for bringing this resolution up
t oday.

As was said, April 12th is the
New Year for the people from Bangl adesh. And we
have a long history of fol ks from Bangl adesh,
starting in the late 19th century, comng to the
United States, particularly to New York City, and
to Queens County in particular. |In fact, the
nunber that is cited is 10,000 peopl e per year.

And when they arrive in our
comunities, they very quickly becone | eaders in
bot h the business conmmunity and education, in
technol ogy, in healthcare, in arts and
literature, et cetera.

And t hey make an incredible
contribution to not only the business, the
econony, but also the cultural life of living in
New York City's comruniti es.

And in fact | was interested to
| earn that Bangla is the sixth-nost-spoken

| anguage in the world. And that is an incredible
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nunber of people who have had a very significant
impact on life in the United States.

In 2023, with redistricting, ny
I ines changed, and | represent nmany people from
Bangl adesh. And | don't want to | eave out a
comunity, but many live in Queens Village, in
Floral Park, in Hollis, et cetera.

And t hey have nmade not only a
significant inmpact on the comrunity in various
areas, but | have found themto be so wel com ng.
And t hey have quickly becone ny friends. W work
t oget her on nmany i ssues.

And when | nention this to ny
col | eagues, they all shake their heads and say,
"Yes!™ And that is a quality that is sorely
needed.

So we're joined here today in the
gal l ery by a nunber of |eaders in the Bangl adesh
comunity, and the foundation -- | apol ogi ze --
Mukt adhara, known as NRB, |l ed by their |eader and
founder Saha, who | knowis in contact with ny
of fice on many occasi ons, and we work on many
i ssues together.

So Madam President, | hope that you

will extend a warm wel cone to our guests and
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extend all of the privileges to which they are
entitl ed.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

To our guests fromthe Bangl a
comuni ty, Happy Bangla New Year. | welconme you
on behalf of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 10t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's continue
with the theme and take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1846, by Senator Liu, read that
resolution's title, and call on Senator Liu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1846, by

Senat or Liu, commendi ng the Bangl adesh- USA
Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry and
USA- Bangl adesh Busi ness Li nks upon the occasion

of hosting the 5th Annual Bangl adesh Remittance
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Fair.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Stavisky for
speaki ng on the precedi ng resol ution and thank
Senat or Sepul veda for introducing that
resol ution.

| also want to thank nmy col |l eagues
for cosponsoring ny resol ution today
comenorating the great work of the Bangl adesh
USA Chanber of Commerce and Industry, |led also by
our friend Bishaw it Saha, who |I guess he's on
this side, so |l can't see him But -- what's up,
Saha?

Anyway, it's -- | think
Senat or Stavi sky al ready expl ained a great deal
of the imense contributions of the
Bangl adeshi - Aneri can community that we have
thriving in Queens, but also in nmany other parts
of the State of New York

In addition to education, culture,
hi story, and other aspects and strengths that the

comunity brings to the great State of New York
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they clearly bring a great deal of hard work
ethic as well, and success in snmall business and
enterprise. And the Chanber of Conmerce and

| ndustry is just one of the organi zations,

per haps the | eadi ng organi zation that brings

t oget her the business community within the

Bangl adeshi - Aneri can comunity.

And they in turn not only provide
for their famlies here in New York, but also
contribute inmrensely to our economy. And they in
turn invest in the notherland, in Bangl adesh,
where they have remitted billions of dollars over
the years. So they in effect contribute to the
gl obal econony as wel .

| want to thank themfor all their
hard work and contri buti ons.

And, Madam President, | hope that
you can recogni ze themas wel | .

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

To the nmenbers of the Bangla Chanber
of Conmerce, | wi sh you continued success. |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend

to you the privileges and courtesies of this
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house.

Pl ease, again, rise and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on April 21st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
next up is previously adopted Resol ution 1816, by
Senator Stec. Read that resolution's title and
call on Senator Stec, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1816, by
Senat or Stec, congratulating the Bolton Central
School Boys Varsity Basketball Team and
Coach Cody Kober upon the occasion of capturing
the C ass D State Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Again, it's always wonderful to
greet guests here in the chanber, especially

young guests that have reached a significant
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achi evenent as a sports team The Bolton Boys
Class D State Chanpions are here with us today.

Bolton, for those of you that don't
know, is a small town on the west shore of
Lake George in Warren County, just up the road
fromwhere | |ive.

A lot of you know -- a lot of the
basket bal | fans here know that nost of the tinme
the state chanpi onship ganes are played in
G ens Falls. Unfortunately, if there's one
downside to this, it's that instead of getting to
play in front of a hometown crowd, the
chanpi onshi p happened this year in Bi nghamnt on.

But they amassed a 26-and-1 record
for the year, very inpressive. And in the
chanpi onshi p ganme they defeated the
Sackets Harbor Patriots, 66 to 49, so it wasn't
even cl ose, another North Country team-- right,
Senat or Wl czyk?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Ckay.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEC: But anyways, it's
great to have you all here, and your coaches. A
t remendous achi evenent.

I n that chanpi onshi p gane, one of
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their players, Jace Hubert, scored his career
1,000th point, and that's inpressive. But also
as inpressive is that he joined two ot her
teammat es that al so scored a thousand for the
season, Jaxon Egl off and Li am Foy.

So, you know, it just -- it takes a
team And certainly those individual accol ades
are nice, but I know that those boys al so
recogni ze that they didn't get there al one.

And just briefly, the teamthat's
with us here today: Lance Corey, Jaxon Egloff,
Abram Fi gueroa, Liam Foy, Sam Foy, Jacob French
W1l Hens, Jace Hubert, Andy Morehouse,

Brendon Pagan, Jack Pfau, Teddy Phel ps,
John Roener; Varsity Boys Coach Cody Kober;
Assi stant Coach Angel Figueroa; Athletic
Director Mark Andrejkovics, as well as
School Superintendent Chad Shi ppee.

Chad, don't worry about your budget,
we're going to get those nunbers to you soon so
that you' re ready for your budget vote.

But to the boys, again,
congratul ati ons on the wonderful season. This is
sonmet hing that you're going to renmenber for the

rest of your lives: How you got there, the work
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that you put in, the achievenent, the thrill of
vi ctory.

| think the only defeat you had was
to the Syracuse Orangenen, | heard?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEC: So an i npressive
season. |'mjust kidding about that part.

But it's thrilling to have you here
with us. Thank you for bringing the team down.

And, Madam President, if you
woul dn't m nd, please give themthe cordialities
of the house and share with them your
congratul ations for a wonderful state
chanpi onshi p season

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To the
Bolton Central Boys Basketball Team
congratulations. And to the 1,000-point scorers,
congratul ati ons on that feat.

We wel cone you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house. And to your coaches,
al so, we wel cone you

Pl ease stand and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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resol uti on was adopted on March 31st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up,
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1395, by
Senat or Persaud and Senator Harckham Pl ease
read that resolution's title and call on
Senat or Har ckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1395, by
Senat or Persaud, comenorating the 56th Annua
Anni versary of Earth Day on April 22, 2026

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Happy
Eart h Day.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Madam Presi dent. And thank you for sponsoring
this inportant resol ution.

Happy Earth Day, everyone. | want
to thank Madam Leader for bringing this
resolution forward as well .

You know, Earth Day is a day of
renewal. It's a cormmunity day. W cone together
to express our shared and common humanity in

projects to clean the environnent. Qur | ocal
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comunities pick up trash, do plantings. It's
really just a great educational,
comuni t y- bondi ng day.

And yet in this chanber we have,
believe, a nore serious responsibility on
Earth Day. |It's our job to set policies to
address the chall enges we face, which are many.

You know, we talk a | ot about
em ssions, we tal k about PFAS, we tal k about
water quality and water infrastructure funding.
We tal k about emissions. There are a | ot of
things that we address in this chanber and have
done so in a bipartisan way on nmany of these
i ssues.

And yet serious issues still remain.
The American Lung Association cane out with a
report yesterday, | believe. And just after
having taken a quick look at it, 2 mllion
seniors and children in New York State live with
unhealthy levels of air pollution. Two mllion
vul nerabl e seniors and children in the State of
New York still live with dangerous air pollution
on a daily basis.

And yet while we should be making

progress, here in New York we've cancel ed NY-Sun
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we've put on hold the Al -Electric Buildings Act,
we' ve put on hold the 100-foot rule, we've put on
hol d cap-and-invest. And now we're talking about
rolling back our signature climate | aw, the
CLCPA.

And so | just want to rem nd fol ks

on this Earth Day that when we tal k about these

i ssues -- the CLCPA is not an accounting
docunent. It's a public health docunent. And
we're tal king about these 2 miIlion children and

seniors who are breathing unhealthy air, and
that's why we passed that | aw

And so there may be changes to that
that come through the budget, | recognize that.
But let us all be cognizant, please, that while
we have made great progress in this great state
and we have a |ot of work that we can be proud of
on a bipartisan basis, we have so nuch nore work
to be done.

And let's not take our focus off
what this is about, and that's public health of
our children.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Al'l of us celebrated | ast week when
the crew of the Artem s cane back from the noon
and we saw the beautiful photographs that they
t ook.

And it kept rem nding ne of that
phot ograph from Apollo 17, in 1972, that's known
as the Blue Marble, that beautiful inage of the
earth taken from space. Wich was a very, very
powerful image at the time to rem nd people
living on this planet that it is a small planet
and what we do here in our comunities, in our
backyards, has an inpact on people in every
corner of our planet.

Qur at nosphere is a small
at nosphere. It is very thin. And we absolutely
depend on it for our survival, for agriculture,
for any kind of stability that we have in terns
of understandi ng what our clinmate -- what to
expect fromour climte and how to live our lives
and produce food and have hones that are safe.

And so the work that we're doing to

try to address the climate crisis is about
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everyone living on this earth and protecting that
tiny filmof atnosphere that we all need to be
responsi bl e for.

|"mvery proud of some of the work
we did yesterday here, and the work that we are
trying to do, and | join Senator Harckhamin
saying we've got to keep working on this as if
our lives depended on it, because they do.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Martins on the resolution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the sponsor.

And | want to thank -- you know, |
want to thank all the people back home who each
and every year take the opportunity to do cl eanup
on Earth Day.

You know, as you all know, |
represent a district that enconpasses the
North Shore of Nassau County fromthe Queens line
to the Suffolk Iine. So we have a concerted
effort to not only maintain our conmunities, but

specifically those coastal areas that are nost
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i mpact ed.

You know, and it's really beauti ful
to watch the community conme together in that way.
And we shoul d celebrate that in each of our
districts.

And then in a broader sense,

Madam Presi dent, to the point that our coll eague

just made, yes, we have a responsibility to the

environnment. | think we all agree to that. W
all do. W all live on the sanme planet, we all
breathe the sane air, we're all inpacted by what

happens in other places.

There are no boundaries that limt
our exposure to what happens sonmewhere el se.

But | also think we should cel ebrate
the progress that this state has nmade over tine,
that our residents have made because of policies
t hat have been in place for decades. This isn't
just a new process where we decided to begin to
nove in the right direction. 1It's been taking
place literally for decades, where we are at a
poi nt where our carbon footprint as a state is
small. It can be smaller, but it's small.

So let's celebrate the successes

that we've had as a state, and then let's
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remenber that we need to do nore.

My concern, Madam President, is that
we place artificial dates on things and then we
trigger certain consequences.

Now, | would say that our first
responsibility in this chanber to our residents
is to make sure that they're safe -- make sure
that they have heat in the winter, make sure that
t hey have access to energy and electricity, and
t hat when we have natural disasters, storns,
hurri canes, nor'easters, that they have access to
energy so that they can keep thensel ves safe.

So in the context of noving forward
and continuing our efforts collaboratively, in a
bi parti san way, to reach the end goal, let's not
| ose sight of what the real issue here is.

W will get there together as |ong
as we don't set artificial dates that aren't
going to be net for the purpose of virtue
signaling that we are sonmehow doi ng sonet hi ng
beyond what we are able to do. Because our
responsibility is, first and forenost, to nake
sure that those who are nost vul nerable in our
societies continue to have access to safety in

their homes and for their famli es.
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So yeah, we're heading in that
direction, and that's the great news. Now, |
just read a statistic that we are 15 percent
bel ow our carbon footprint just over the |ast
30 years. So we're getting there. And we'll
continue to get there together. But let's not
forget that it can't cone at the expense of the
safety of our residents.

Let's cel ebrate Earth Day.
Congratul ati ons. Thank you to the sponsor.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It is good that we take a day where
we speak of the earth, our shared heritage, and
we say the things that we need to ensure that
we're naking it work.

We're celebrating at a unique tine,
of course, where we're -- sonme are tal king about
weakeni ng the goals that we have set. And it
puts a strange place for us to be cel ebrating

Eart h Day.
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| want to rem nd people that there
is no Plan B. There is no Planet B. If we don't
get this one right, all of these words that we've
used of -- that we'll be a little slower, we'll
get there, may ring very hollow to our children
and grandchi |l dren when they say, Wiy didn't you
go with science? Wy didn't you accept that the
conditions are noving faster than you anticipate?

| also want to take a noment to
t hank the people of ny district who have cone out
and they did a beach cleanup. From one end of
t he Rockaways to the other end, we did a beach
cleanup. | had every intention to be with these
people. | did not know that we woul d be
struggling with the budget at that tine.

But they're doing excellent work
with trying, at a local place, to ensure that we
do our part for the earth.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

And to all ny fellow earthlings,
bl ess you, Science.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Rolison on the resolution.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the sponsors for
this resol ution.

| would say that every day is
Earth Day. And that it started on April 22,

1970, Madam President. And as we've heard in the
chanber today, and we'll continue to hear, we've
done a lot and there's a ot of work to be done
to help this earth.

But | wanted to preface ny coments
t oday, Madam President, on all the great work
that is done throughout this great state, but in
the 39th District where there are Earth Day
cl eanups going on continually in the next week or
so.

And the fact that we're teaching our
chil dren about Earth Day and under st andi ng what
it nmeans every day.

And I"'ma little bumed because |
didn't bring the book that |I bought for ny
granddaughter Alena in the gift shop, which says
"My Very First Earth Day," which |'mgoing to
give her this weekend so she can understand what
Earth Day nmeans at age 4.

And we have that responsibility to
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teach. W also have the responsibility to
clean up and to do the things that make our

nei ghbor hoods and conmunities | ook better, feel
better.

And as Senat or Harckham tal ked about
the statistics that we have in this state when it
conmes to all the issues related to health,
especially in children -- and we have those
i ssues in Dutchess County with asthma rates. It
is sonething that we need to continue to focus
on, because of the prevailing winds fromthe
New York netropolitan area that affect Dutchess
nore than U ster. Most people don't know that.

But again, getting back to the

39th District -- and I"mjust going to throw this
out to nmy coll eagues today -- we started
sonmething called the 7-m nute cleanup. |'mjust

going to leave with this. You can clean a lot in
7 mnutes, and we've encouraged people to do that
in front of their honmes, in front of their
stores. Seven mnutes can keep a bl ock, a
street, and a nei ghborhood cl ean.

So we're going to be tal king nore
about that 7-m nute cl eanup.

But on Earth Day, again, | wanted to
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t hank the sponsors of this, | want to thank this
chanber for the work that they do. And again,
Madam Presi dent, every day is Earth Day.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Hi nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to thank the sponsors of this
resolution for bringing this forward to cel ebrate
Earth Day, but to also give us an opportunity to
tal k about the incredible things that we are
doing in this chanber to support our planet for
generations to cone.

The Hudson Vall ey was the birthplace
of the nodern environnental novement. Before it
was in the | exicon of everyone's discussion,
peopl e were doing the work to actually el evate
t he i mportance of protecting our planet and our
wat erways and our soil and our air.

Peopl e |Ii ke Manna Jo G eene, who |
had the honor of honoring for Wnen's History
Mont h t hrough the LWC this year. People like

Pet e Seeger and Ri verkeeper and C earwater, the
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fol ks who founded those two great organi zations.
Peopl e who were battling corporate greed for the
betternent of our communities, our societies, and
for that next generation.

I f you talk to younger people today,
hi gh school students, Gen Z, they'll tell you one
of the mmjor reasons why they feel conpletely
di saffected from governnent, frompolitics, is
because of the state of the climate and the
pl anet. That's what they say.

They feel |ike they won't have a
pl anet to live on. They're not even sure if they
can plan for a famly. They don't know if they
can have kids in the future because we don't know
what Planet Earth will ook like in 15, 20 or
100 years from now.

These are the conversations that
peopl e are having today. And while it m ght feel
strange and unconfortable that that's the reality
and it's easier to dismss that as just people
bei ng hyperbolic, that is true. Many of us are
concerned about what the future is going to hold.

And so while Earth Day is a day
where we can all stand up together and support

the incredible work that we do on a bipartisan
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basis, it's also really inportant to recognize
that these are real fears that people have.

The work that we do, whether it's
t hrough the CLCPA or trying to shift to a cl ean
energy econony that actually nakes things
cheaper, energy cheaper for folks -- | actually
was just neeting with the head of a |large
financial institution who, unpronpted, told us
t hat renewabl e energy was cheaper and they were
actually hel ping invest in that because it's
better for their clients.

When we actual ly push those things
forward, we have to understand what we're
actually fighting for here. 1t's not
virtue-signaling to our constituents and to
advocacy groups. We're actually trying to nmake
sure that we have a planet and a future to live
for.

So | thank the sponsors of this
resolution. And | am hopeful that through the
rest of this session and beyond, we can really
under stand what people are facing in this nonent
when we're tal king about the clinmate crisis.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

The resol ution was adopted on
January 21st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's nove on to previously adopted
Resol ution 1927, by Senator Sal azar, read that
resolution's title and call on Senator Sal azar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1927, by
Senat or Sal azar, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimApril 19-25, 2026, as
Crime Victins' Rights Wek in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar on the resol ution.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This resolution marks this week as
Crinme Victins' Rights Wek in the State of
New Yor k consistent with National Crinme Victins
Ri ghts Wek.

It is a recognition that represents
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our renewed conmtnment to every New Yor ker who
has been harnmed, who has sought justice, and who
deserves to be heard.

This year's national thenme is
Li sten, Act, Advocate. | want to enphasi ze those
words for a nmonment, because they cannot be
abstract. They nust be a call to action.

VWhat do we nean by "listen” in this
context? Far too often, survivors of crine are
spoken about, rather than spoken with and heard.
They navi gate court systens that were not
designed with themin mnd.

We have processes that make it
conplicated for victins to access the support
t hey need, whether that is |egal support,
financial, psychol ogical, or medical support.

Survivors are asked to relive the
wor st monents of their lives in cold,
bureaucratic settings. They are told their cases
have been cl osed, their perpetrators rel eased,
their benefits exhausted, with little explanation
and wi t hout conpassi on.

Li steni ng nmeans buil di ng systens
where survivors have a real voice, not just a

case nunber.
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To act. Awareness wi thout action is
hollow. Action |ooks like investing in services,
streanl i ni ng access, and renoving every barrier
bet ween a survivor and the support they are owed.

An aspect nore difficult for our
society to reckon with is how often incarcerated
i ndi vidual s are survivors of crine thensel ves,
now part of a cycle of violence. Providing
responsi bl e parties, when a crine is commtted,
with rehabilitative opportunities is critical to
ensuring that they properly heal, transition back
into society, contribute positively to our
communities, and end these perpetual cycles of
har m

W' ve nade progress as a state in
our efforts to address the needs of New Yorkers
i mpacted by crinme. 1In 2019 we passed the
Donestic Violence Survivors Justice Act.

However, we've seen nmany cases in which this
i nportant | aw has not been applied as intended to
support survivors.

That sanme year, we al so passed the
Child Victins Act, nodifying the statute of
[imtations for New Yorkers who survived sexua

abuse as a m nor.
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This year, the Fair Access to Victim
Conmpensation Act went into effect, elimnating
certain arbitrary barriers that survivors faced
i n seeking financial conpensation.

To advocate is needed because
there's clearly so nuch nmore for us to do. It is
the responsibility of each of us in this chanber
to advocate for change. Change |ike through the
Survivors First Act, which would renpove even nore
obstacles that victins face when seeking
conpensation to recover from harmthey' ve
experienced. Legislation that would inprove the
| evel of support provided to survivors during the
i nterview process by |aw enforcenent.

W nmust al so step up to enpower our
victim services organi zations. Currently many of
them are being threatened by the federal
government, punished for their work specifically
in serving certain communities -- nanely,

i mm grant survivors of crime and LGBTQ
i ndi viduals. Many have al ready seen their
federal funding cut.

New York nust reject these bl atant
attacks and instead take opportunities to fill

those funding gaps. It is what is required of us
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so that victinms of donestic violence, of sexual
assault, of hate crinmes, of gun violence, and
especially those of themwho are of narginalized
identities will no |onger feel alone.

To every survivor who m ght hear
t hese words, you deserve a systemthat sees you
You deserve to have your voice centered in our
pursuit of justice.

| urge ny coll eagues to support this
resolution and, nore inportantly, to carry its
spirit into the legislative wirk ahead of us.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Murray on the resolution.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | thank Senator Sal azar for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

Some of the words in the speech -- |
didn't wite a speech for this because | think if
there is ever a subject that should come fromthe
heart, | think it's this. | think it's how we
| ook at, think of, deal with victinms of crine.

Let's ook at the two sides when
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there is a crinme. You have the crimnal, the one
that did the act, a conscious choice to violate
soneone el se. You have the victim who had no
choice. A victimwho doesn't want to be a
victim who never would want that.

During ny col |l eague's speech just now
it was nentioned that sone of those in prison now
were victins thenselves. And that amazes ne,
because if there was ever soneone that should
know what inpact crine has on a victim it should
be them And yet they chose to do it anyway.

You know, we -- it's Crine Victins'
Ri ghts Week. | think, personally, every hour of
every day, of every week, of every nonth, of
every year we should be thinking about those
victims and how we can help them

W -- let me preface this by saying
| don't think anyone purposefully is trying to
hurt anyone or does this out of any aninosity or
anything. | think it's a case where we just
don't think about it.

So on the agenda today we have a
bill that expunges convictions, another one that
addresses inmates' efforts to reduce their prison

time. Another one, that | actually think is a
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pretty good bill, that gives vocational training
to the i nmates.

Some woul d think, Well, what's that
have to do with victims? And if you asked that
guestion, then you don't know. If you asked that
guestion, you haven't been listening. You
haven't talked to a victim Because everything
we do in this body, every piece of |egislation we
pass that reduces a sentence or does this or
that, or noves parol e sooner, inpacts those
victi ns.

Thi s past Sunday -- every year when
National Crime Victins' Rights Wek cones up,
it's kicked off by vigils that are held all over,
and | attend those every year. |If | had one
wi sh, it would be that every policynmaker and
every |lawraker in this state would have to attend
that vigil.

| attended it this year. And what
they'Il do is they'll tell their stories. And
this particular group was the parents and ot her
survivors of murdered crine victinms. Wen you
hear these stories, it breaks your heart. And
then you listen to themreading off the nanmes --

600 names just in the vigil | was at in
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Suffol k County. Think about that.

And every name on that list is not
just a nane, it's soneone that had | oved ones,
fam |y menbers, a spouse, children, someone -- or
peopl e that |loved them that cared for them And
now t hey don't have them \Wy? Because sonmeone
decided to take their life. Someone nade the
consci ous decision to end their life.

And they don't -- it doesn't end
with the crime. 1In fact, unfortunately for the
| oved ones, that's where it starts. That's where
the pain starts. It doesn't go away.

And so every tine the convicted
crimnal goes for parole and it's denied and then
they want to -- we want to give them an appeal.
And then we want to nove up the next parole
heari ng.

But what you're forgetting is every
parol e hearing, every tinme that comes up, the
victinms have to relive it. And | assure you they
don't wake up that norning and say, Oh, | think
"1l tell my story today. No. They're putting
t hat testinony together.

As ny col |l eague said, they have to

go before this cold bureaucratic group of people
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they don't know and tell the nost intimate,

pai nful story of their lives, to fight to keep
the person that took their | oved one fromgetting
out .

What | would say is this. | just
ask this, and I just wish this. Just consider
them Every day we should do what this week is
about. We should think about the crime victinms
and the inpact that what we do here has on them
Because | pronise you, | prom se you, it inpacts
t hem

| want to thank Leader Ortt and ny
col | eague Senator Rolison. Leader Ott approved,
| guess you woul d say, us having crinme victins
roundt abl es across the state over the past few
nont hs, where we nmet with | aw enforcenent,
district attorneys, crine victins, advocates
groups. But nost inportantly, we net with
victins and |istened to them

And |'ve got to tell you, it was
amazing to hear sone of these stories but to al so
hear sone of the things that they say they
experienced that never crossed ny mnd. W
didn't even think about it. But it gave us the

fuel to nove forward. W're going to be
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rel easing a report about all of the information
that we got fromthat.

And it's the Victinms First Agenda,
because the victins need to cone first. That
shoul d be our first thought: How will it inpact
then? And | hope we'll read this report, | hope
we' || consider what policy changes or what things
that we can do here to help give them-- they'll
never conpletely get peace. But to just help a
little and to send the nessage that it's not just

Crinme Victins' R ghts Wek, it's every day.

Every day we will hear you, we will consider you,
we will think of you.
So with that, | thank the sponsor

again for bringing the resolution to the fl oor.
Madam Presi dent, | proudly vote aye.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.
Senator Martins on the resolution.
SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
| have nothing left to say. | want to thank ny
col | eague for his thoughts. | think he was
extraordinarily el oquent.
| add ny own conmments to his and

woul d just urge our coll eagues, when we decide to
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pass laws in this chanber that sonetinmes don't
prioritize our victins, that we think tw ce about
the opportunities that we have to give justice to
victinms and their famlies in the context of

ot her things that sonmetinmes we're trying to

achi eve.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

The resol ution was adopted on
April 21st.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | guess ny
col | eague had sonething left to say after all,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Next up, previously adopted
Resol ution 1925, by Senator H nchey. Pl ease
read that resolution's title and call on
Senat or Hi nchey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1925, by
Senat or Hi nchey, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim My 2026 as Lyne Di sease

Awar eness Month in the State of New York
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
H nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| f you spend any tine outdoors, you
know t hat Lynme di sease and ot her tick-borne
illnesses are a najor threat. And we have a
responsibility to drive up public awareness and
pronote early detection

Wil e the Hudson Val |l ey has
hi storically been a hotspot for Lyne, we are now
seeing it in nearly every corner of New York
State, and it's on the rise. Tick subm ssions
have junped 145 percent in a single year,
according to the Upstate Tick Testing Laboratory.
And SUNY researchers are predicting an early and
ti ck- heavy season this year because of rising
t enper at ur es.

And that is true. W' re already
seeing it -- we're doing this resolution today,
in the end of April, because May has becone
actually too late for Lynme and tick-borne di sease
awar eness for anyone in our communities.

Because of the warm weat her that we

had just about a week ago, ticks were preval ent
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everywhere. Personally, in one day, | pulled
three ticks off nmy dog as they were running
t hrough t he woods.

If you talk to anyone in our
comunities, they' ve already had major run-ins
with wood ticks and deer ticks, kind of in every
corner of our state.

And this year is going to be
especi ally bad because of the winter that we had.
Some people may think that because of the
freezing tenperatures it would actually be a
better year with fewer insects and fewer ticks.
But because of the amount of snow that we had, it
actually insulated the ground -- which neans this
year we are going to have even nore bugs, nore
i nsects, and nore ticks than we would in any
ot her season, or we have in seasons past.

W have to be aware of what happens
and what we're | ooking for when we're spendi ng
time outside. We live in one of the nost
beautiful places in the world. W want to enjoy
our forests and our parks, we want to spend tinme
outdoors with our pets. W need to be able to
keep each ot her and oursel ves safe.

In New York, our state averages over
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17,500 new Lyne cases a year, and many of them
are actually undetected. And it's not just Lyne
anynore, it's other tick-borne diseases as well.
We just saw the rise of sonething called

al pha-gal that our agencies are |looking into. It
feels like we're constantly bei ng bonbarded with
new tick-borne ill nesses.

A study by the Cary Institute found
that nore than 38 percent of tested ticks were
carryi ng pathogens for at |east one of these
di seases. And nearly 11 percent of tested ticks
were positive for both Lyme and babesiosis at the
end of that study.

Prevention right now is the best
protection for tick-born di seases and preventi on,
and that starts with awareness. So if you are
spending time outside, nake sure that you're
wearing |long pants, that you' re wearing bright
colors. Don't wear black, because the ticks wll
blend in. And always do a tick check when you
come in fromoutdoors. Also check your pets.

And if you do find a tick, make sure
to remove it immediately. And you have to really
dig in there and get the head because ot herw se

it stays. Ticks are really -- really disgusting.
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So nmake sure that you're checking
your pets and yourself. Monitor the area, if you
find a tick, for 30 days. And make sure that you
are spreading this information to your friends
and nei ghbors so we can keep nore people safe
from Lynme di sease and tick-borne illnesses across
our state.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Ryan on the resol ution.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Hi nchey, for
bringing this resolution forward.

| rise to support May as the
Lyne Awareness Month, certainly a time to raise
awar eness, encourage prevention, and support so
many New Yorkers who are dealing with this very
terribl e disease.

Qobvi ously Lyne disease is the nost
common tick-borne illness. But here in New York
it's sonething that tragically too many famlies
know firsthand. So as Senator Hi nchey pointed

out, prevention is key.
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But we al so want to recogni ze the
peopl e who are living with Lyne di sease and the
chal l enges that they face every day getting
di agnosed, treated, and hopefully recovering.

So earlier this season the Senate
passed ny bill, Senate Bill 4816, to help ensure
t hat workers exposed to tick-borne illness on the
j ob can access the care that they need.

And I'"mcertainly optimstic and
hopeful that the Assenbly will pass that bill so
we can continue strengthening the support for
those that are the greatest at risk

And lastly, | would be remss if I
di d not recognize the hard work bei ng done back
home in the 50th Senate District by the
har dwor ki ng group at the CNY Lyne and Ti ck-Borne
Di sease Al li ance.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The resol ution was adopted on
April 21st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Now | et's nove to previously adopted
Resol ution 1864, by Senator Rolison, have that
resolution's title read and call on
Senat or Rol i son.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1864, by
Senat or Rolison, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimApril 2026 as Pet Cruelty
Awar eness Month in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of
Nat i onal Prevention of Cruelty to Aninals Month.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rol i son on the resol ution.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the chanber for
allowing me to introduce this resolution on a
topic, quite frankly, that is heartbreaking.

Li ke many of you, we watch TV. And
when ny wife and | are watching TV, of course our
dog Madison is with us. And nost of you know how
we feel about our dog. W adore her, we |ove
her, and she is so inportant to Lori and I.

And invariably there's al ways
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advertisenments and public awareness of cruelty to
animals on TV -- asking for help, asking for
funding. And we have to change that imedi ately;
| cannot | ook at those aninmals that they are
showi ng us who don't have it |ike our dog, who
are not cared for, who are abused and negl ect ed.
And so when we tal k about
Ani mal Cruelty Month, there are people that are
actually doing the work to hel p these ani mal s.
And ani mal cruelty, Madam President,
is defined as the infliction of unjustifiable
pai n, suffering or death upon an aninmal, either
t hrough intentional abuse or neglect. It
i ncl udes physical violence, starvation,
abandonnment, chronic tethering, |ack of proper
shel ter, and organi zed fighting.
| know that goes on,
Madam Presi dent, but | have an extrenely hard
time in accepting it at all. And there are
i ndi vidual s who are dedicated to the protection
of animals who do that as their work, as their
career. W need to acknow edge them for what
t hey do, because quite frankly nost of us could
not do that.

But we want themto do that,
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Madam President. And without their dedication --
and that's a |l ove of aninmals, individuals that do
this work, whether in the shelters, ASPCA
officers, animal control officers, individuals
who take animals in to foster them They're
doi ng the work that our comunities need.

On April 10th I had the opportunity
to visit a facility that was built in my district
in the Town of Pawing. And it's the ASPCA
New York Operations Recovery & Rehabilitation
Center, which opened last fall.

This facility cost $38 million to
construct. It is the primary shelter for abused
dogs that cone out of New York City through the
NYPD. Currently it has 60 dogs there. It can
handl e 80, and at sone point they will have 80.
And these are all part of animal cruelty cases,
active animal cruelty cases by the NYPD and ot her
agenci es.

This center enploys 67 individuals.
It has a veterinary clinic and all nedically
avai |l abl e services for those dogs.

Now, it was designed and constructed
using the latest technol ogy infrastructure by

speci alized architects that only do this work.
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It is an amazing, anazing place for those dogs.

And, Madam President, | got to tour
that facility and to see the work that they're
doing. And | net a dog in one of the staff
roons, and her name was Coco. And Coco had been
seized by the NYPD in an animl cruelty case.

And | don't know the specifics, because of course
| didn't want to know.

But she was underneath |ike a
cubicle in a staff office, intently | ooking at
nme because she didn't know who | was. And you
tell through her eyes that she was | ooking at ne
sort of suspiciously: Wo is this guy?

And all the staff people, of course,
she knows them And she's with them because they
are working on getting her to a point where she
can be with other people and naybe sonmeday can be
adopt ed.

And just -- and I'lIl end with this,
Madam President, is that the |ove and the care
that | saw that day in Pawling was so heartfelt.
And when | left there -- as difficult as it may
have been to go in, walking out | felt pretty
darn good, because those dogs are being cared for

and rehabilitated.
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And t hey have seen unspeakabl e
horrors. And they can't stand up for thensel ves,
Madam Presi dent. They need others to do that.

So with this resolution, and this
particul ar nonth, we are saying thank you to the
i ndi vidual s that do that work and will continue
to do the work.

And | am al so very proud of this
chanber and the nenbers who support that. W
have passed bills in this chanber to protect
animals, and that is sonething that we all can be
proud of .

Thank you, Madam President. And of
course | proudly vote aye on this resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick on the
resol ution.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| want to thank nmy friend
Senat or Rolison for bringing this resolution
to the floor to recognize April as
Nat i onal Prevention of Cruelty to Aninals Month.

There's a | ot of common themes here
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today. W just heard about ticks and checking
our pets for ticks, which is a serious issue,
especially where | live. And then we al so have
to acknowl edge the fact that there's a connection
bet ween cruelty to aninmals and donmestic viol ence,
cruelty to humans.

And there's -- so there's a comon
theme today. |'mvery proud of our chanber today
for recogni zing these issues.

"' ma proud cosponsor of this
resolution, and I'meven a prouder dog nomto
Oreo and Biscuit, who are truly a part of ny
famly. W kind of have a joke at honme that if,
God forbid, we ever had a fire, ny daughters
woul d save the dogs before they saved their
sisters and their brother, because that's how
i nportant they are to us.

It's really remarkable, as
Senat or Rolison referred to the people that are
doing the work. | want to give a shout-out to
Posh Pets in Long Beach. Wthin the |ast few
nmont hs they took on 40 or so animals from an
abandoned hone, and it was well above the numnber
of animals that they could take on.

| happened to be in the area, and |
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stopped by with bl ankets and sheets and things
that they needed. And the director |ooked at ne
and broke down and cried and was so happy to see
me and support the work that she was doi ng.

And it was a really powerful nonment
because all | did was show up. She was there
taking care of a dog that was horribly matted and
in pain. And it took so long to shave this
animal that really had been so horribly abused.

Ani mal cruelty is not just an issue
of neglect; it's a serious public safety concern.
And research shows that connection. The
Humane World for Animals said that 71 percent of
domestic violence victins in one survey reported
that the abuser also targeted their pets.

And in anot her study -- suspected
child abuse -- when they were watchi ng those
famlies they said 88 percent of those famlies
under supervision for physical abuse of children
were al so found to have abused their pets.

And that's why this resolution is so
i nportant. Because by recognizing it, we're
sending a strong nessage that abuse of any kind
will not be tolerated. W need to have stronger

protections, enforcenent and education. This
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resolution gives a voice to the voicel ess, and
that is so powerful

New Yor kers care deeply about the
wel fare of their animls, whether they be furry,
feathery, or even scaly, and we need to nmake sure
that we rai se awareness and encourage reporting,
conpassi on, and preventi on.

So thank you again to the sponsor.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

The resol ution was adopted on
April 21st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
all of today's resolutions are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up

t he cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
236, Assenbly Print Nunmber 3126B, by
Assenbl ymenber Lunsford, an act to anmend the
Executi ve Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
290, Senate Print 3974A, by Senator Sepul veda, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 290, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,

Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
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Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Skoufis, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
350, Senate Print 985A, by Senator Brouk, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of the
sal es tax quarterly period.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
384, Senate Print 940, by Senator Sanders, an act

to anmend the Social Services Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
541, Senate Print 2393, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3671

the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
587, Senate Print 329A, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 587, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Giffo, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
596, Senate Print 1946, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 596, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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616, Senate Print 5110A, by Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
621, Senate Print 4357, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
656, Senate Print 3460, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 656, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Giffo, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 21.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
664, Senate Print 4464A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 664, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Giffo, Mirray,
oberacker, Ott, Stec, Walczyk and Wi k. Also
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
675, Assenbly Print Number 8305, by
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Assenbl ynenber Berger, an act to amend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
683, Senate Print 7974, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 683, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Helm ng, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
236, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3126B, by
Assenbl ymenber Lunsford, an act to anmend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATCOR RHOADS: Madam Pr esi dent, |

was hoping the sponsor would yield to what
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hopefully will be only a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
madam President. Through you, of course.

Senat or Skoufis, nmy understanding is
t he general purpose of the bill is to increase
transparency so that people who nake conpl aints
actually can receive information regarding the
conplaints that they've made back, so that they
know that there's sone sort of response.
Correct?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, that's correct.

SENATOR RHOADS: Okay. And will
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: It's also ny
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under standing -- through you, Madam President --
that this applies to the State Energy
Conservation Code, the UniformFire Prevention
and Buil ding Code, and the Local Buil ding Code,
is that correct?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, that's correct.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And t hrough you,
Madam President, this would include violations of
village, town or other localities' building codes
as well, correct?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes, that's
correct.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And t hrough you,
Madam President. This applies -- it's ny
understanding this applies to orders to renedy
notices of violations as well as actual
vi ol ations thensel ves that are issued by any
| ocal departnment, correct.

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: Yes, that is
correct.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Are there any provisions in
this legislation that -- 1'Il w thdraw that
guestion, actually, and ask a different one.

Through you, Madam President. Does
this bill dictate the formin which those
notices are to be sent to the conplai nants?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, yes. The formthat's required
is mail, certified or registered.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
yield to --

SENATOR SKOUFI S: O in person.
Sorry.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay. WII the
sponsor yield to another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And would this be
done -- | knowit's got to be certified mail.
But would this be done through correspondence,
t hrough actual copies of violation notices?

What information would actually be
sent ?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The bill does not prescribe.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you, of course.

Wul d the conplainant's information
be included if it's sent by letter? Wuld the
conplainant's information be included on the
actual letter?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the bill does not prescribe.

But the Secretary may promrul gate regul ati ons that
speak to that.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you

Are there any provisions within the

| aw that woul d actually exenpt correspondence

with the claimant directly from FO L?
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
madam President, there is no exenption in the
bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: | certainly
understand the prem se and the purpose of the --
the prem se and the purpose of the legislation so
t hat conplainants actually receive sone confort
by the fact that they know that their
conplaints are being heard and responded to.

My concern, however, is that wthout
the protections of an exenption from FOL that
i nformati on concerning conpl ai nants, which is
typically excluded from being received by the
bui | di ng owner, nmay beconme subject to FOL due to
t he absence of any FO L exception being put in
play within the legislation that we're sponsoring
t oday.

For that reason, 1'Il be voting no.
| woul d encourage ny coll eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam President. |f the sponsor would yield to a
f ew questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Wul d this
| egislation apply to all municipalities -- |ocal
muni ci palities, villages, towns and cities?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: I ncl udi ng the
City of New York?
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Is there a
consequence to a nmunicipality not conplying with
this | egislation?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, an Article 78 renedy could
exist, much as it does with many other simlar
types of | aws.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATCOR MARTI NS: Sure. O course
there's an Article 78 if someone's willing to go
t hrough that process.

But is there any consequence to
either the municipality's action in enforcing the
code or any consequence with regard to a separate
i ntervention by a conplai nant who doesn't receive
notice?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. On the first, this bill doesn't
speak to the first. And there's certainly plenty
of other sections of the |aw that do speak to
proper enforcenent of the code. This bill, as ny
col | eague knows, speaks sinply to notice of
resol ution.

And again, there are no penalties
prescribed in this bill. But certainly nost of
us in this chanber have faith that our
muni ci palities, all of whom have | egal counsel
are going to follow this and other rmunicipa
| aws.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So the | anguage
of the bill speaks to -- you know, uses the term
“"initially" when referenci ng whoever the
conpl ai nant happens to be. Is this limted to
just that first conplaint that is received with
regard to a property? O is there a
responsibility to issue certified mailings to
every person who issues a conplaint that results
in the issuance of an enforcenent action by a
muni ci pality?

SENATCR SKOUFI S: The intention --
and | believe the bill does read this way -- is
to apply to any and all conplaints, not just a
first of what could be nultiple conplaints.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: And with respect
to the notice requirenents of this bill, is there
anything in this bill that requires that the
muni ci pality provide that notice prior to issuing
the violation, sinultaneously with issuing the
vi ol ation, or subsequent to issuing the
viol ation?

|s there any tine frane in this bill
wi thin which the nunicipality would have to issue
the notice to the conplai nant?

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: There are two
requirenents in this bill. One is a copy of the
actual conplaint, and the second is a resolution.

On the first, there is no
prescription of timng. On the second, there's
no prescription, but certainly if it is speaking
to a resolution, it would be subsequent to any
determ ned resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So | know you,
like I, have many | ocal municipalities in our
districts, and certainly there are hundreds
across the state.

Were there any nunicipalities that
reached out to you and asked you to sponsor this
as a way of addressing a concern that they may
have?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. No specific municipality
requested this bill, no.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you, if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Did you reach out
to any of the municipalities in your district and
ask them whet her they thought it was a good idea

and a good use of public resources to require
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that they have to send these notices out by
certified mail, return receipt requested, and to
then use and occupy tinme fromtheir staff in
doi ng so?

Did any of your municipalities in
your district tell you that they thought this was
a good idea?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |'Il answer that in a little
bit of a different way.

There are nmany nuni ci pal | eaders who
are very much aware of this bill, and none of
t hem reached out to nme expressing concern or
opposition to this bill.

And | think I know where ny
col l eague is going with this. Certified mail is
about $6. And | thought this Iine of questioning
m ght have come fromthe previous debater, and so
| 1 ooked up Gen Cove. And in den Cove there
are about 600, maybe a little bit north of
600 annual conplaints, building code conplaints
that are filed with the city.

And given, again, there are two
notices here, not one, we're tal king about

1200 correspondences. And that assumes they're
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all in mil; they can be, again, in person. And
so we're tal king about $7200.

The Gty of den Cove's budget --
and again, this is representative of all the
muni ci palities around the state that we're
tal ki ng about here. The City of den Cove's
budget is about $70 million. And so $7200 over
that much | arger sum of nopney anounts to
0. 01 percent of the budget.

And the reason why this is
i nportant -- through you, Madam President -- is
t hat someone who files a conplaint in many cases,
if not nost cases, is filing a conplaint because
t hey thenselves or their residents -- sorry,
they, their famlies, or their residents are
endangered by the alleged issue in the
nei ghboring units or the nei ghboring property.

And we heard yesterday, you know,
one of our coll eagues expressed interest in
Sharia law. In Sharia law, the prem se of their
buil ding regulations is do no harm | n New York
State, our Building Code's premise is certainly
to protect those in that residence, to protect
first responders who nay enter that residence,

and to protect the neighbors of that residence.
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And if there is an illegal natural
gas hookup, if there is an overl oaded el ectri cal
box, if there's hazardous waste on a nei ghboring
property, that does not just endanger the
residents of that property, but it could
potentially endanger the residents of neighboring
units or the neighboring properties as well.

And so it is critically inportant
that those who file these conplaints do hear back
and are provided notice as to whether that
potentially dangerous situation and problemis
resol ved

That's what this bill calls for.
Again, it is a mnuscule percentage in nmailing
literally a postage itemin any buil ding
department's budget, certainly in any nunici pal
budget. And for that reason, it is worth the
pennies that it would cost.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3693

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So in many
i nstances people who call and conplain with
regard to a condition on the block -- maybe
soneone hasn't nowed their |awn, whatever the
case nay be -- maybe they left their garbage pai
out overnight when it was only supposed to cone
out the norning -- they will call and they'l]l
make a conplaint, and they'd rather not |eave
their address or their identifying information,
they would just like the municipality to address
t he issue.

How does your bill square away wth
that? |Is there an obligation, then, on the
muni ci pality who's receiving the conplaint to
i nsi st upon getting an address and a way of
contacting the conplainant so as to send out a
certified mailing and conply with the
requi renents here?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Most conpl ai nt
forms that |'ve seen do include contact
i nformation.

And so what this bill calls for I
don't think would lead to, would result in, you

know, any anmendnments to existing forns. Maybe
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there are some that |'ve not seen around the
state that don't.

But the ones that |'ve seen do
include a field for contact information. Because
oftentinmes not only -- even if a municipality,
whi ch many if not nost do not provide for notice
of resolution, oftentimes a buil ding departnent,
code enforcenent officers will need to follow up
wi th the conpl ai nant for additional information.

And so | believe that's why they
seek that contact information on those conpl ai nt
forms.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So are you
famliar with the fact that not every
muni ci pality has a policy requiring a witten
conplaint formbe filled out, and that

oftentinmes -- and frankly, probably nost of the
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time -- the conplaints actually cone in by phone,
by peopl e who al though they have a concern, do
not want to |l eave their name, they'd rather
remai n anonynous?

And so ny question is, is there a
concern or is there a requirenment of this bill,
since it requires that they be notified in a
certain way -- certified nmail to their address,
even though they may want to remai n anonynous - -
is there a concern or a requirenent in this bill
that they have to provide their contact
i nformation?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | am aware that sone
muni ci palities have even a hotline, if not
certainly just a general phone nunber that people
can call in to, to make conpl aints.

My understanding is that many of
those nunicipalities that have that opportunity
to file conplaints through nonwitten nmeans do
still request for contact information when
soneone does call in.

Certainly, you know, | think this
bill, if enacted, and the Assenbly did pass this

bill for the first time this session, may well
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|l ead to building departnents collecting contact
information if they were not already checking
contact information. |It's a fair question.

There's nothing that prevents the
Secretary, in promrulgating regulations, from
redacti ons or exenptions fromFOL. That is
somet hi ng that your coll eague raised in the
previ ous debate that | think is a fair point and
one that we can work with the Secretary on
fol | ow ng enact nent .

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: You opened up the
possibility during our discussion here, you know,
and for purposes of creating a record, | want to
be cl ear.

And it's inportant certainly to
peopl e who are out there conpl ai ni ng about

somet hing and a condition in their nei ghborhood
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who do not want to | eave a nane.

Wul d this then prevent the
muni ci pality fromacting upon a conpl ai nt where
t he conpl ai nant woul d not | eave their name or
their contact information, and therefore not put
an obligation on the conmunity to -- or the
muni cipality to address that conplaint?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Ckay.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Skoufi s.

So | ook, the City of den Cove, a
$70 mllion budget, 600 |I guess violations or
ordi nance violations issued. [|'mglad you picked
G en Cove. Geat. The reality is, as |'msure
everybody in the room knows, Gen Cove is in ny
district, soit's pretty convenient. And kudos
to you, Senator Skoufis, for picking that as
wel | .

But that doesn't nean that the

nunber of people who actually filed conplaints
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with regard to those were 600 people. It could
literally be thousands of people who are then
obligated to be put on notice by certified mail.
It doesn't speak to the nultiplier of $6 for
certified mail.

And | assure all of you, and
certainly the sponsor, that there's nobody in
muni ci pal governnent that's sitting on their
hands waiting for sonething to do because they
don't have anything to do and they'd like to
occupy their time by filling out certified mail
mai | i ngs to people who frankly may not even want
it.

Now, our nunicipalities are
obligated to do these things, and they wll
investigate and they will proceed as they see
fit. The idea of adding |layers of bureaucracy
and cost to our nunicipalities -- and to what
end?

And what's nobst interesting here,
for nme, is if they just choose not to. They're
not going to doit. They're not going to send
out the certified mail, and sonebody will bring
an Article 78 to conpel themto do so. kay,

that's not a threat, realistically.
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So let's understand what it is we're
doi ng here, just addi ng another |ayer and anot her
obligation for sonmeone to send out mailings if
they get a conplaint, there'll be confusion as to
whet her or not they need to get the person's nane
or address in order to put themon noti ce.

And sonetinmes -- sonetinmes enough is
enough. So it's not about the 600 mailings or
the 6,000 mailings and the $6 per mailing. It
really is about what is it that we're trying to
address here?

Now, if we had heard fromthe
sponsor, Madam President, that there were
muni ci palities out there that felt that this was
a good idea and this was the best practice, okay.
But that's not what we heard. |If there were
groups of people out there who stood up and said,
No, this is something that needs to be
addressed -- all right, maybe we coul d.

But 1've got 43 villages and a city
and two towns in ny district. | have never
gotten a request to support sonething like this.
|, as a former mayor and village official, never
t hought that this was even renpotely a good idea.

It's good practice for the community
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and the building departnent to mai ntain regul ar
contact with conplainants when they want to be
contacted. And certainly each municipality has
the ability to do that. 1It's good practice.
These are residents of the municipality. They're
voters. They're people you want to actually
engage with. So we don't need a bill to tell a
muni ci pality how to engage with their | ocal
comunity.

But let's talk about -- let's talk
about the Cty of New York. How many conpl aints
do they receive every year? To the building
department, think about how many conplaints cone
t hrough and have to be processed. You know, we
had the nunber for den Cove, | wonder what the
nunber would be for the City of New York.

You know, | hear -- | hear that
there is a shortfall, a budgetary shortfall in
the Gty of New York, Madam President. It should
be a concern for everybody. Billions of dollars
in shortfall in the City of New York. You know,
| even saw a video recently of the mayor of the
of the City of New York tapping on a |l ens saying
somet hi ng about keepi ng a canpai gn proni se about

taxing the rich.
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You know, that's interesting,
because as far as |'mconcerned, we here in this
chanber have yet to vote on a budget. So | don't
know where he says he's taxing the rich, but
maybe he assunmes everybody in this chanber has
al ready signed off on a tax increase that has
only been proposed. | don't know. We'IIl see
what happens when that comes up. That should be
a concern for all of us.

But the cost that that's going to
place on the City of New York to send out
certified mailings, return receipt requested, for
t he thousands if not tens or hundreds of
t housands of the conplaints that they get, for
all kinds of things -- you know, frankly, when
you have 8 or 9 mllion people living in a city
and all of those either rental or, you know,
owner - occupi ed hormes, and you have the
opportunity for people to actually file
conplaints, it is incredible to ne that we
woul dn't consi der what the inpact would be for a
place like the City of New York

O, you know, let's go down the
line. Let's talk about the Gty of Buffalo,

let's talk about the City of Rochester, let's
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talk about the Gty of Syracuse or Al bany or

Bi nghant on or Yonkers and what this is going to
cost those municipalities who have hundreds of
t housands of residents or mllions of residents
and how nuch that's going to cost that

muni cipality to actually conply with that.

Not only in terns of dollars for
certified mail, but also in terms of tine for
t hose people who actually work in those
muni ci palities and frankly, | guarantee you, are
not sitting on their hands waiting for something
to do. They're busy, and we're going to take
them away fromthe work that they're doing and
actually have themfilling out certified mil,
return receipts, to what end?

So sonebody may think this not a big
deal, so what? |It's another certified miling.
We' Il just push another obligation on to our
| ocal comunities. But the reality is everything
here provides a cost, takes sonmeone away from
somet hing el se that they woul d ot herwi se be
doing, and is going to inpact all of our
communities. And again, to what end?

So I'll be voting no,

Madam Presi dent, no surprise there. But for al
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of you who are thinking about voting yes, think
about what it neans back hone to your | ocal
communi ties. Think about what it neans back hone
to your cities. Think about the additional cost
and expense and tinme that's going to be spent
back hone conplying with sonething that actually
isn't going to nove the needle. Because | assure
you, nost of our communities are already working
with their local residents and seeing these
conpl ai nts through

So, again, here we are.
Madam President, 1'Il be voting no. To our
sponsor, appreciate the discussion. Thanks for
the effort, but | think it m sses the nark.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

i s closed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we have agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| appreciate ny coll eagues for the
debat e.

| want to respond to -- ny coll eague
asked to what end are we doing this, to what end
are we requiring that what amounts to a roundi ng
error -- again, 0.01 percent of these nunici pal
budgets, why are we requiring this? To what end?

If 1'ma neighbor and identify that
the unit next to mne, the single-famly house
next to mne has an illegal gas hookup that could
| ead to an explosion on nmy street or in ny

apartnent building, and | file a conplaint, |
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want to know how that's resolved on behal f of ny
famly and nyself and the safety of our

nei ghbor hood, our apartnment buil ding, be it what

it may.

So that is to the end that we're
| ooking to pass this bill. This is a public
safety bill

| know, you know, there is the |ens
by which sonme of ny coll eagues across the aisle
are looking at this legislation through, through
the dollars and cents. And again, we're talking
cents, not dollars. But this is a public safety
matter. There are famlies who file conplaints.
Those conpl aints are on dangerous natters that
could potentially affect not just fol ks in that
unit where the conplaint is |ocated, but many
others potentially even dozens, if it's an
apartnent buil di ng.

That's why | vote yes.

Thank you, Madam Leader -- Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to

expl ain her vote.
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SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Unfortunately, this bill should have
been tailored, then, to address safety concerns.
Because |'mthinking about the 14 villages that |
represent, a town, and a city. And having been a
former village official, knowi ng that the
bui | di ng departnment in ny hometown is staffed
with two full-timers and two part-timers --

t hi nki ng about the Hewl ett Harbor Vill age, where
they only have two enployees in the entire
i ncorporated vill age.

And now it's not about the cost of
the certified mailing. 1It's the cost of the tine
of those people that are already burdened with
trying to do so much in so little tinme, and now
we're adding to their job. W' re taking away
fromthe review of applications. W're taking
away fromthe review of extensions on a home or
ot her things that they could be doing.

And unfortunately, we are once again
burdeni ng our local nunicipalities with another
requirenent. So on behalf of all of those people
that | represent, I'mvoting in the negative.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| feel conpelled to stand to talk
about the concept of this being a public safety
bill, as if sonehow sending a notice to a
conpl ainant actually is going to make the
bui | di ng departnment and the building officials do
their job.

No. They're going to take the
conplaint, they're going to act on the conplaint,
regardl ess of whether a mailing goes to sonebody
by certified mail. This has nothing to do with
enforcing public safety. This has everything to
do with addi ng bureaucratic |ayers.

Because, Madam President, | assure
you that that rmunicipality, fromthe nayor on
down to every person who works in that
muni ci pality, is going to ensure that that
conplaint gets the attention it deserves,

i ncl udi ng sendi ng people out there to issue the

vi ol ati on.
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Notice, this bill requires that the
notice go out when the building violation is
i ssued. So that issue has already been taken
care of. The nunicipality has issued the
violation. This is an afterthought. The idea
that this is a public safety bill is a farce.

| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank ny col |l eague
Senat or Skoufis for this.

To me, this addresses a fundanental
conpl aint of our constituents: Governnent does
not work for ne. No one is worried about nme. |
made a conpl ai nt based on a fear of sonething
happening or a legitimte safety conpl aint.

made a conplaint to ny local nunicipality, and |

want to know what happened. | want to know what
the decision is. And no one is willing to tel
ne.

This says: Minicipality, this is

what peopl e expect of their governnment. Wen

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3709

t hey make a conplaint, they want to know t he
resol ution, the determnation. And it makes a
| ot of sense that a notice would be sent to them
provi ding that information.

Thank you for doing this for our
constituents.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
vote aye

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam President. | too will be voting aye on
this bill.

In my district, | have sonme of the
| ar gest popul ati ons of people living in
manuf act ured homes, et cetera. M office often
gets calls for assistance because they register
conplaints -- serious, as was said, public safety

conpl aints, they have issues, and they never get
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a response. This will help people get that
response that they, as has already been said,
t hey deserve to hear back

So | vote yes. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel mng to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 236, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Martins, Mattera, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have a notion here. On behalf of
Senat or Gounar des, on page 22 | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar 324,
Senate Print 8839, and ask that said bill retain
its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, April 27th, at 3:00 p.m,
with the intervening days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
April 27th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 1:28 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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