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1976

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 31, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, March 30,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Har ckham
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
| nvesti gati ons and Governnment Operati ons,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10080B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 9020C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 532.
Senat or Fernandez noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on
Cultural Affairs, Tourism Parks and Recreation,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 7033D and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6487C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 565.
Senat or Hi nchey noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Codes, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 8492C and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8021C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 618.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.
Messages fromthe Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
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M. President.

On behal f of Senator Baskin, on
page 7 | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar 180, Senate 6009, and ask that said bill
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | also wish to
call up the following bills, which were recalled
fromthe Assenbly and are now at the desk
Senate Bills 1847, 5340B, and 4408.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
141, Senate Print 1847, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

Cal endar Nunber 261, Senate Print
4408, by Senator May, an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

Cal endar Nunber 311, Senate Print
5340B, by Senator Stavisky, an act to anmend the
Educati on Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1979

reconsi der the vote by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bills
are restored to their place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Hi nchey for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hi nchey for an introduction.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

When Benjami n Franklin wal ked out of
the Constitutional Convention at |ndependence
Hal |, he was asked if our new governnment woul d be
a republic or a nonarchy. H s reply was both a
prom se and a warni ng wapped into one: A

republic, if you can keep it.
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Frankl i n understood that for our
great experinent to succeed, government coul d not
survive on its own. It would need peopl e,
ordi nary people -- people willing to show up,
speak up, and hold their representatives to
account .

That was 1787. Nearly 250 years
| ater, those principles still persist. And the
students who are here with us today uphold them
in a way that should inspire us all.

W are joined in the gallery by
students fromthe Denocracy Matters Club at
Emma Wl lard School in Troy, including one of ny
constituents, Fiona Kelly, from Hudson

Denocracy Matters was founded in
2001 by NBA pl ayer Adonal Foyle and his parents,
Joan and Jay Mandl e, who al so happen to be
constituents of mne fromthe Hudson Vall ey.

They built this incredible
student-1led organi zation on a sinple idea:

C vic engagenent is for everyone, and especially
for young people, who deserve a voice in shaping
their futures right now.

This year al one, students have |ed

di scussions with their peers on the inportance of
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free and fair elections. They have witten to
their elected representatives. And they have
rai sed their voices on so many issues that are
important to them from advocating for the right
of 17-year-olds to pre-register to vote,
demandi ng human rights and dignity in our
i mm gration system

They have sounded the alarmon the
climate crisis and the urgent need to protect our
envi ronnent, and they have wrestled with the
har dest questions on foreign policy and
international conflict.

They do not wait to be invited into
t hese conversations. They have grasped sonethi ng
t hat takes nost people years to understand, that
denocracy is as powerful as it is fragile, and it
is not a spectator sport. It is inperfect, and
it only works when people fight for it,
generation after generation, relentlessly in
pursuit of the greater good.

To the students here today, thank
you for your courage and your conviction. W
need nore people like you fighting for a world
that's better, nore inclusive, and nore

account abl e.
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And t hank you to the club advisor,
who is here with themtoday.

M. President, | ask you to extend
the privileges of the chanber, and pl ease ask
themto be recogni zed.

Thank you all so nuch for being
here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house. Please
rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now pl ease
recogni ze Senator Rolison for another
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rolison for an introduction.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,

M. President.
Today we are joined by an individual

who will be retiring very shortly, in about
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30 days, from Dutchess County governnent after
t hree decades of service to our community and to
the state. And that is Assistant County
Executive Ron Hicks, who is here with us in the
gal l ery.

| have known Ron Hicks for decades
nmysel f, and Ron Hi cks has al ways been the
i ndividual -- no matter where he was serving or
whom he worked for, he was there for the
community. And what Ron has been able to do in
30 years it may take sone of us 50 years to do.

And he has worked on both sides of
the aisle. He is a good-government person and
of course a dear friend.

And | wanted just to note sone of
Ron's acconplishments. O course there are
vol unes of acconplishnments, and there are
acconpl i shnents that we don't even know about
because he's never sought recognition for any of
t hem

But he previously served,
M. President, as the district director for the
| at e Assenbl yworman Eil een Hi ckey who served the
Assenbly from Dutchess County w th unbelievable

distinction. And he was al so a deputy county
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clerk in Dutchess County. He was the regional
director for Governor Pataki. He was also the
regional director for the Enpire State

Devel opnent Corporation. And of course he has
done so nuch as the assistant county executive in
Dut chess County for essentially econonic

devel opnent .

And | remenber | was in the county
| egi sl ature when Ron was hired for that position,
and it was said to us at the tinme, you know, we
needed a Ron H cks to come into county governnment
to be that point person to unclog things with the
mul ti pl e county agenci es.

And Ron woul d be the individual to
call if you had a problemw th the health
departnment or any -- DPW W can go on down the
list. And he would try to nake things happen of
course in a good-governnent way.

And he did that, M. President, for
so many years. And we were just talking off the
floor, and he was telling nme about a picture that
he has of ny dad, from 1995, at an event up in
Staatsburg with the | ate Janes Earl Jones.

And so Ron has traveled with al

ki nds of people to do good things. And he's here
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t oday; he was honored earlier in the
State Assenbly.

And I"'mgoing to | eave Ron and
M. President and ny col |l eagues and friends here
in the chanber with this: You know, Ron in his
of ficial acts was governed by a keen sense of
duty, and he al ways showed a uni que grasp of
human probl ens.

M. President, again, it is ny honor
to have Ron Hicks here today in the New York
State Senate. And | would ask you to extend al
the courtesies of this house for himtoday.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Rolison.

To Ron and his famly, we wel cone
you on behal f of the Senate. W extend to you
the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: We t hank
you for your service.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Al'l right,

M. President, let's nove on to previously
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adopt ed Resol ution 1681, by Senator Stec, read
its title, and call on Senator Stec, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1681, by
Senat or Stec, congratul ating the Potsdam Central
Hi gh School G rls Hockey Team upon the occasion
of capturing the New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Grls
Hockey Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M. President.

Good norning, all.

Absol utely delighted any tinme you
get a chance to wel cone constituents down here to
our chanber, especially young people, people that
have achi eved sonething that they're going to
remenber the rest of their lives. They nade
their famly and conmunity proud, they worked
hard, they had an outstandi ng season.

The Pot sdam Lady Sandstoners are
this year's Public H gh School |ce Hockey
chanpi ons. They defeated Adirondack United --
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anot her team down ny way that | share with
Senat or Tedi sco -- who was the two-tinme defending
state chanpi on, but they beat themfor the state
chanpi onshi p back on February 21st, ny birthday,
with a score of 3 to 2.

And it was just wonderful to neet
them outside earlier before session started. But
agai n, you know, to pause and just recogni ze the
achi evenent of these young | adies that cone from
a hockey town; Potsdam s known for having great
hockey, both at the high school and coll egiate
| evel .

And, you know, certainly having them
down here with a fantastic record, 18, 2 and 3, |
think it was, or 3 and 2 -- 2 and 3. They
avenged an earlier loss to Adirondack United in
the state chanpionship, so | know that that
probably nade that victory even sweeter.

But, you know, M. President,

t hrough you, if you would pl ease congratul ate
them give themthe cordialities of the house as
we comenorate the Lady Sandstoners' 2026 Grls
| ce Hockey State Chanpionship

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senator Stec.

To our chanpions, | welconme you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 5th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Stec
woul d |ike to open that resolution for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
252, Senate Print 8440A, by Senator Fahy, an act
to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today with an aye vote on
this bill. 1t's the renam ng of a |ocal bridge.
And | just would bear repeating of a few comments
|"d nade earlier regardi ng Sergeant Henry
Johnson, who has been such an extraordinary | ocal
if not regional hero.

He first enlisted in World War | in
1917, into the segregated all-Black 15th New York
Nati onal Guard Infantry Reginment, which was the
369th U S. Infantry Reginment, which ultimately
was referred to as the Harlem Hel | fi ghters.

While on duty in France in 1918, his
party came under attack by a German raiding
party. They were conpletely outnunbered. He

al one fought off, with his rifle -- because al
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of his party, his side, was injured. He fought
using his rifle, then used it as a club, then
used a bolo knife in hand-to-hand conbat. He
suffered 21 injuries, yet held off the entire
rai ding party.

Fast forward 80 -- it took 80 years
for himto even get a Purple Heart, although he
was given the highest distinction and honors in
France at that time, 80 years before he got the
Purpl e Heart.

In 2022 he finally received the
Di stingui shed Service Cross and in 2015, alnost a
century later, with advocacy from so many,

i ncl udi ng Senator Schuner, he was finally awarded
t he Medal of Honor, our nation's highest mlitary
awar d.

In 2023 a bi parti san congressi onal
del egati on renamed a Confederat e-named Loui si ana
fort fromFort Polk to Fort Johnson in his honor.

Very sadly, |ast year
President Trunp took that name off the fort,
reverted it to its old nane of Fort Polk with a
different enlisted individual by the nanme of
Pol k.

After a century of advocacy to right
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the wongs of history, it's been a painful
chapter. Qur way of maki ng anends on that, since
we can't change those federal actions, is to

el evate his | egacy and his name here in the
Capital Region by renam ng the Patroon Island
Bridge right here in Albany -- it connects to
Renssel aer County -- after the Medal of Honor
reci pi ent, Sergeant Henry Johnson Menori al

Bri dge.

It is away to try to preserve this
extraordi nary history and make sure that we honor
this extraordinary hero despite the attenpts to
rewite history at the national level. It just
bear ed repeati ng.

Thank you for bearing with nme again
on this. It's just incredibly inportant, and I'm
just so proud to have been a sponsor of this bil
with so many.

And with that, | vote in the
affirmative. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fahy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ashby to explain his vote.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

M. President.
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| rise to explain nmy vote and thank
t he sponsor for this |egislation.

Whunded 21 tines, kept his conrades
from bei ng captured and kept the Gernmans from
advancing, and then died at the age of 36, in
1929. A remarkable life, a remarkable
achi evenent that went unnoticed for too | ong.

And in this chanber today we
solidify his menory here in New York State and in
the Capital District with the renam ng of the
Patroon Island Bridge to the Sergeant Henry
Johnson Bri dge.

And it's sonething that |'mvery
proud to cosponsor. To think of the Iives of our
veterans and what they stand for, their
sacrifices, and what their famlies have endured,
and what Sergeant Henry Johnson did at that tinme.

To think that he was awarded the
Purple Heart in 1996, so many decades after his
sacrifice -- it's painful to think about. But
what we're doing here today is a renarkabl e
acconpl i shnent, and |I'm proud to vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Ashby to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 252, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
532, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10080B, by
Assenbl ynenber Weder, an act to amend the
Public O ficers Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 532, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
565, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7033D, by
Assenbl ynmenber Zaccaro, an act to anend the
Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you so
much, M. President.

This is an exciting bill. As |I've
nmenti oned before, the greatness of the Bronx and
the beautiful diversity that we are, we have the
community of Little Yenmen in the nei ghborhood of
Van Nest.

And this community has grown
exponentially. It is so vibrant, it is so
beautiful in what it's been able to do,

reflecting the Anerican dream when i mr grants
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come to New York and this country to build a
better life, to build community, to build
identity.

And Little Yemen has built itself to
be a conmunity that we cannot forget, we cannot
oversee, we cannot overlook. They are a
comunity that has stood up to violence, if you
will. Wien the first Muslimban was enacted to
our country, they started the bodega strike to
show that we will not take this hate to our
conmuni ti es.

Little Yenen is a community that has
opened its doors to many, that has created
opportunity for many. The nany busi nesses that
have grown and devel oped and opened, thousands of
j obs, the econom c boost to the nei ghborhood.

Not only do we have great
restaurants, but we have clothing stores, we have
comunity centers, cultural hubs. And soon the
bi ggest nosque that will cone to the state is to
open in Little Yenen.

So this cultural district is now
going to recognize Little Yenmen as a place that
we wel cone everyone to cone see, we wel come

busi ness, we wel cone tourism But we thank the
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Yermen conmunity for their contributions to not
only the Van Nest nei ghborhood, but to this
state, showing that all things are possible and
we can see prosperity grow in sonme of the darkest
tinmes.

So thank you. | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 565, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
579, Senate Print 2648, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 579, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Gallivan, Ott, O Mara and
Wl czyk.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
581, Senate Print 5047, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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583, Senate Print 1462, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
601, Senate Print 5535, by Senator Baskin, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Baskin to explain her vote.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

Years ago when | served as the chair
of the county |egislature, | gavel ed out of a
session and proceeded across the street from
county hall to our county services buil ding,

where | encountered a wonan and her young son.
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The woman did not speak Engli sh.
She spoke her | anguage to her young son, and then
he in turn asked nme: "M ss, what door do we go
t hrough so that we can sign up to get food?"
| instructed themon what was the
proper door to go through and what floor that
they needed to go through. O course the little
boy then explained to his nother in his | anguage.
And at that tine | realized the hour
of the day and how young that little boy was, and
that he was |ikely supposed to be in school,
| earni ng, getting educated, socializing with his
friends, learning how to be a contributing nenber
of society. But he was there at the county
soci al services building, trying to help his
not her navigate a way to get food.
M. President, this bill before us
t oday expands on a previous action that this
honor abl e body has taken to provide | anguage
access services across the State of New York
This bill will ensure that al
agencies of the state are included, not just
t hose under the Governor's purview. It provides
services in the top 12 | anguages statew de and

the top three | anguages in each region, ensuring
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access reflects | ocal comunities.

In Western New York, where |
represent, some of the nobst prom nent | anguages
i ncl ude Arabic, Chinese, Bengali, H ndi, Swahili,
and Somali. Eleven percent of Erie County
resi dents speak a | anguage other than English at
home. And in the City of Buffalo, that nunber is
20 percent.

This bill recognizes the diversity
of New Yorkers, but also it recogni zes that
| egislation is not one-size-fits-all. And that
cannot be done in a successful state.
Legislation nmust fit the realities of each
region. And | am happy that this bill does that.

This bill is not only good for
public service for our residents, but it is also
an investnment into our residents who are seeking
to be a part of New York's econony. W want
peopl e seeking jobs to be able to navigate the
New York State Departnent of Labor's job Iist.
We want people to be able to understand their
| egal rights.

And we want our children, nany of
whom unfortunately act as informal interpreters

for their famlies, we want themto be able to be
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focused on their education, to establish

t hensel ves as first-generati on New Yorkers,

i nstead of having to be pulled out of the
classroomto help their famlies fill out an
application or speak with a caseworker during an
appoi nt ment .

M. President, | want to acknow edge
all of the advocates who have pushed for this
bill tinme and tine again. Many people who speak
limted English or who need an interpreter to
feel heard, they feel unheard, they feel that
government is not here for them They feel that
government is not here to support them-- or even
worse, they feel that governnent is here to
puni sh t hem

But | hope that this bill instills
some hope and sone confidence that we here in
t his honorabl e body, and in New York, wll
represent and represent all people who cal
New York honme with dignity, in their preferred
| anguage.

Thi s body passed this critical
| egislation last year. And | rise today to urge
nmy coll eagues in the Assenbly to do the sane this

session, to show all New Yorkers that they
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deserve a governnent that is accessible, a
government that is respectful and responsive to
everyone in their native |anguage.

| vote in the affirmative,
M. President, and | encourage all of ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Baskin to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 601, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Hel m ng, Martins, Mattera, O Mara, Rhoads, Stec,
Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
605, Senate Print 8046A, by Senator Bynoe, an act
to anend the Enmergency Tenant Protection Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
612, Senate Print Number 3519, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to explain her vote.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

Wth technol ogy devel opi ng rapidly,
our current |aws do not account for the various
new ways that predators can now stalk, intimdate
and control individuals. From Apple Tags to

"Find ny i Phone," there are countless ways that a
person can find your |ocation, and predators are
exploiting | egal |oopholes to get away with
tracki ng sonmeone's novenents.

For far too |ong, people who have
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dealt with this have lived in a state of fear of
someone accessing their |ocation through

t echnol ogy, and with no avenue for recourse.
Those who have done this have been able to avoid
proper accountability.

My bill redefines the term
"followi ng" for a crine of stalking in the
fourth degree to include the use of certain
devi ces or conputers to gain access to record,
track, report the novenent or |ocation of a
person and their property w thout the person's
perm ssion or know edge to do so.

By broadening this definition, we
send a cl ear nmessage that technol ogy-assisted
stalking is just as damaging to a victims
nment al , physical and enotional well-being as
traditional forms of stal king are.

By passing this legislation, we are
taking a crucial step forward in keeping our
constituents safe and taking the things that
t hey' ve gone through seriously.

Thank you again to ny coll eagues,
and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
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affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
615, Senate Print 4776, by Senator Ryan, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,

M. President.

So this legislation addresses a very
serious, growi ng public safety concern, which is
the rise in false reports invol ving weapons,
particularly incidents that m mc active shooter

or violent threats.
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| nstances of falsely reporting a
critical energency, otherw se known as swatting,
have increased exponentially across the state.
These situations don't just strain energency
systens, they send a very, very frightful ripple
t hrough our entire conmunities.

Parents get the call that their
child' s school is in | ockdown, students are |eft
frightened and confused in classroonms while
famlies sit in fear waiting for answers. That
kind of trauma just doesn't disappear when the
all-clear is given. You know, this sort of
trauma stays with students, parents and educators
long after this fake incident has occurred.

Under current law, falsely reporting
fires, explosions, or hazardous naterials
rel easing around schools is a crinme. However,
this statute has not kept pace with the reality
that we face today.

This bill provides | aw enforcenent
and prosecutors with the tools they need to
respond appropriately and, nore inportantly,
deter this dangerous behavior in the future.

It al so strengthens protections for

school s by making clear that false threats
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i nvol vi ng weapons, on school grounds, wll be
treated with the seriousness that they deserve.

At a time when students, parents and
educators are already on edge, we nust ensure as
| awmakers that those who intentionally cause fear
and disruption are held accountable. W need to
hol d peopl e accountable for doing this.

| thank nmy col |l eagues for their
consi deration, and | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
618, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8492C, by
Assenbl ynmenber Weprin, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2008

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 618, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
583, Senate Print 1462, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |

believe there's an anendnent at the desk. I
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wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Rhoads.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, and in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Rhoads be heard on that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Rhoads may be heard.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President. | rise, obviously, to appeal the
ruling of the chair.

Thi s anendnent is certainly germane
to the bill-in-chief, as the bill-in-chief
intends to pronote housing affordability -- (to
Senat or Kavanagh) not yet -- pronote housing
affordability, and the amendnment deals with the
very issue of affordability that is critical here
in the State of New York

Now, during the resolutions we heard
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about Benjamn Franklin. And | want to take you
back. Gbviously this year we are cel ebrating the
250t h anni versary of the Declaration of

| ndependence and the founding of the

United States of America.

But the Anerican Revolution really
started in earnest -- some would say at the
Battl e of Lexington and Concord in 1775. Sone
woul d say that the seeds of it may have started
as far back as 1765 and the Stanp Act -- but
really 1773, when a group of patriots dunped tea
into Boston Harbor a couple of hundred mles to
our east, over a 6 percent tax that was inposed
on the colonists for every pound of tea that was
sold. Six percent.

Thi s chanber, this governnent, under
one-party rule in the State of New York over the
course of the |ast eight years has done far worse
than 6 percent.

When you | ook at what we are
spendi ng, we are spending $100 mllion nore --
not a 6 percent increase, but an over 60 percent
increase in just the last eight years, in the
anount of noney that we are taking from our

New York State taxpayers, the anount of nobney
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that we are taking from our econony.

That equates to $5,000 for every
man, woman and child in the State of New York.
Thi nk about that.

The difference between then and now
is that King George recognized way too late. The
patriots rose up, and they defeated G eat
Britain, because they had nowhere else to go, and
t hey fought for their honel and.

The difference today, under the
nmonar chy of one-party rule here in the State of
New York over the course of the |ast eight years,
is that New Yorkers do have other places to go,
and they are going.

W are fighting a revolution here in
the State of New York, but that revolution is not
being fought with rifles and with bayonets. That
revolution in the State of New York is being
fought with cardboard boxes and noving vans, as
New York State has |ost nore than a
mllion people just since 2020 al one, according
to the Enpire Center.

W are anticipated to | ose, over the
course of the next 15 years, another 2 mllion of

our citizens, losing two congressional seats,
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potentially, in the next census.

People are voting with their feet,
and they are |l eaving New York State for | ower-tax
states |i ke Texas and Florida, who have seen
i ncreases in population contrary to our decreases
of 229 mllion and 1.6 mllion respectively.

It is time for us to recogni ze that
the problemwith affordability in the State of
New York is us. W are the highest-taxed state
in the nation. In tax affordability, this state
has been ranked dead last. And you are seeing
the results every day.

Thi s anendnent, sponsored by the
Republ i can Conference, which | have the honor of
introducing, is Bill S9110. That is the
Taxpayer Rescue Act. While over the course of
the | ast eight years we have been taking $5, 000
fromevery man, woman and child in the State of
New York, this Taxpayer Rescue Act would be the
single | argest personal income tax cut in the
history or the State of New York.

Phased in over 10 years, it would
actually elimnate state incone tax fromthe
first $50,000 of inconme for single filers,

$75,000 for single head of household, and the
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first $100, 000 of income fromstate incone tax
for every single famly in the State of New York.

And we do that not by drastic cuts,
but by reversing the trend of the |ast
eight years and limting the rate of growh in
t he New York State budget.

Every other municipality in the
State of New York has to live by a spending cap.
In fact, by the way, before one-party rule took
hold in 2019, our budgets were linmted by the
spendi ng cap. That has gone by the boards, and
you have seen the $100 million increase -- a
60 percent increase -- in the anmobunt of npney
that this state spends.

Phased in over 10 years, this would
actually save the average famly in the State of
New York $5,000. And if you think that that
doesn't matter -- this isn't a one-tinme gi mm ck.
We're not tal king about an inflation rebate check
for 200, 300, 400 dollars that happens one tine.
We are tal king about real, sustainable tax relief
for every single New York famly. And this
matters in each and every one of our hone
districts.

Do you realize that the average
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medi an i ncone, famly nmedian inconme, in the State
of New York is $85,000? And by this anmendnment

t oday, what you have the opportunity to do is at
the end of this phase-in, the average famly in
the State of New York will pay no New York State
i ncome tax.

It is affordable, it is responsible,
it isreliable, and it is exactly the relief that
t axpayers across the State of New York are
calling for, and is something that could actually
hel p save this state.

Thi s approach ensures affordability
wi thout shifting the tax burden el sewhere. It is
time for the nmenbers of this chanber to recognize
that it is the right nove at the right tine to
hel p save our state.

And so in 56 out of the 62 counties
inthis state, that neans that the average
resident, the average famly, will pay no
New York State incone tax.

M. President, and to the nenbers
here, as soon as | sit down you're going to be
told that this is a vote on the procedures of the
house. And | know that that's the standard |ine.

But understand that when you're
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voting today and you are voting for or against
this particular anendnent, you are voting for
whet her or not the residents in Orange, Putnam

Al bany, U ster, Onondaga, Schenectady County --
you are voting on whether or not you are going to
put $5,000 back into the pockets of those
famlies not just one year, but every single
year.

M. President, | can think of
not hi ng nore germane when we're tal king about
affordability. And gernaneness neans rel evancy.
For the future of the State of New York, | can
t hink of nothing nore relevant than this bill,
S9110, the Taxpayer Rescue Plan, which we need to
pass in order to rescue hardworking New Yorkers
from Al bany' s tax chaos.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, |
was wondering if the sponsor would yield for a
f ew questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH:  Happi l vy,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President. M. President, through you.

Wul d you tell us what the nedian
income is for a household in Battery Park City?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President. | don't have the current | atest

data fromthe nost recent census avail able to ne,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2017

but I think it is roughly about $200, 000 per year
for the 16,000 residents of Battery Park City.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So the nedi an
i ncome, household incone for Battery Park City is
$228, 000. And the average househol d i ncone for
Battery Park City, the average incone per
househol d i s $355, 000.

So through you, M. President, if
t he sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President, | didn't hear a question there.
But 1'Il yield to respond to those

coments, just to be clear that this bill does

not -- this bill only affects people by its own
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terms at a |lower incone than the average or the
nmedi an incone in Battery Park City.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor has vyi el ded.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

And so | do understand that it does
affect a certain bandwidth. But | wanted the
chanber to understand the incone that we're
tal ki ng about for households within this
particul ar area of your district.

Through you, M. President. Does
t he sponsor know what the nedian incone is for
t he average househol d in Manhattan?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President, |'ve seen those nunmbers. | don't
tend to | ook at that as a Manhattan -- as a
Manhattan fi gure.

The medi an inconme that this bill is
prem sed on is the AM for the New York
netropolitan area, and that nunber for a
si ngl e- person househol d is about $120,000 and --
alittle less than $120,000. And it is typically
adj usted for household size upwards for

househol ds with nore people in them
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SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Are you aware of
any state assistance that has been provided to
Battery Park City, either for capital or
ot herwi se, that has been approved by this chanber
or by the state for Battery Park City
specifically?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Battery Park City is an
unusual entity. It is a state authority that
controls the property in Battery Park City. 1In
addition to those 16,000 or so residents, it also
has very | arge corporate properties, comerci al
properties. And it generally covers its own
expenses.

We have in this chanber approved --

we have to. As an authority, we have to approve
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their borrowing authority. So we've approved
very substantial amounts of borrowi ng for the
authority in recent years.

There's not a |ot of state direct
t axpayer subsidy going to Battery Park Cty. And
| would also note that this bill has no --
effectively will have no cost whatsoever for
state taxpayers.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

M. President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Are you aware
that according to Freddie Mac the 150 percent of
AM in Battery Park City is $187, 0507

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President, the nmedian -- I'"mnot going to
di spute that figure. | don't have that figure
bef ore me because it's not relevant to this bill.

| nean, it's not relevant to the way this bil
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woul d oper at e.

This bill operates on the area
medi an i ncome, which is calculated on a
netropol i tan-area basis, and the bill
specifically refers to that median inconme as the
medi an i nconme that this bill -- that the
eligibility for households are calculated in this
bill. And that nunber is, again, 150 percent of
AM .

Currently in New York City the

netropolitan area is $170,000. That's the

150 percent nunber for -- that would be rel evant
tothis bill for a single-person household. And
again, as | said, the bill adjusts that for

househol d size upward if there are nore residents
in a particul ar househol d.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: Are you aware
that the typical band of AM for affordability --
as, frankly, confirmed by DHCR even during our
heari ngs, budget hearings -- is somewhere between
60 and 80 percent of AM for affordability in
terms of identifying a group for which we
normal Iy provide either assistance or support?
Are you famliar with that?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President, that's false.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Ckay.
M. President --

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Through you, if
| may el aborate, we have many prograns that
subsi di ze affordability at all kinds of incone
levels. In this chanber we have approved tax
breaks for devel opers to build housing that --
where the affordable units that they nust provide
are sonmetines up to 165 percent of AM or
130 percent of AM.

In this case we're providing -- what
this bill does, which we haven't gotten to, is
basically freeze the portion of sonebody's
housi ng costs that are a result of the ground

rent that their building is paying to the state
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authority that the Battery Park City Authority
is, and that noney, the surplus of the

Battery Park City Authority, all of it goes to
the Gty of New York.

So as | think ny colleague is quite
aware, the City of New York has a wi de range of
progranms to subsidize affordability for
m ddl e-class famlies to continue to live in
various parts of the city, and this is one such
program

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

M. President, thank you. | want to
t hank the sponsor as well.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So,

M. President, here we are again. W have an
area of Lower Manhattan, w dely considered to be
one of the nost affluent areas of the entire
city, if not the entire state. Average incone
for the households is $345,000. Median incone,
$228, 000.

And we're not tal king about hel ping

peopl e who are trying to nake ends neet, trying
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to support a famly on limted i ncome, we're just
trying to figure out how do we keep affl uent
people living in their hones and in their
comunities in the sponsor's district.

For context, in the Bronx the nedian
househol d i ncone is $50,000 -- actually, |ess
t han $50,000. In Brooklyn, it's less than
$85, 000. I n Queens, |less than $85,000. In
Staten Island, $95,000. Manhattan, about
$106, 000.

But we're going to nmake a deci sion
in this body that we're going to actually
subsi dize or allow for a redistribution in an
authority that is run by New York State for the
benefit of people who are making | ess than
$187,000. M. President, | think that's bad
public policy.

Now, if we were sitting here talking
about providing relief to people on limted
incomes in sonme of these other areas that | just
nmenti oned, yeah, let's have that discussion.
Let's hel p people who actually need and are
struggling to provide housing for thensel ves and
their famlies, struggling to nake ends neet.

This isn't it.
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So let's substitute Battery Park
City for Scarsdale or Rye, where the nedi an
incone is $224,000, and this place would probably
be up in arns. This is no different. Wy are we
maki ng an exception? And why would this body sit
here and consi der naking an exception for a very
specific, very affluent area of New York City?

For context, area nedian i ncone or
aver age househol d i nconme i n Bi nghanton, $46, 000.
Rochester, $47,000. Buffalo, $50,000. Syracuse,
$47,000. Al bany, $60,000. Yonkers, $85, 000.
That' s where peopl e need hel p.

Si xty percent, 80 percent of AM,
you want to tal k about hel ping people stay in
t heir hones, support their famlies, provide
state resources for it? Sure, let's have that
di scussi on.

You' ve often heard nme tal k about, on
this floor, the need for us to neans-test
housing. This is an exanple. Wy is this the
priority? At a tine when we don't have a budget
yet -- it's April 1st -- at a tinme when we're
rai si ng spendi ng across the board by nearly
$17 billion year over year, why are we sitting in

t his chanber considering a bill that's just going
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to help sone of the nost affluent people in
New York City continue to stay in those very
honmes?

If they can't afford it, you know
what we do? Many people in ny conmunity, we
downsi ze. Many people who | ose -- you know, they
have their famlies nove on, their kids go on,
they nove to an apartnent, they downsize to a
smal | er house.

But with the Battery Park City
Aut hority, you know what we're going to do?
We're going to provide themwith state subsidies
for capital because they need hel p, because it's
a special place and it's an authority.

But think about what we're doing
here. You want to tal k about devel opers and
i ncentivizing devel opers to build nore housing?
Sure. We've got to give thema set-aside of up
to 120 percent, 125 percent.

But when we tal k about affordable
housi ng, certainly in nmy district, and we go and
seek help, whether it's a PILOT or sonething
else, it's 80 percent. Sonetines it's
60 percent. But | guess when we go into areas of

New York City, it's 150 percent.
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And yet we cone back in here tine
and tinme again and tal k about the affordability
crisis and the need we have to get together and

make a difference for those people who are

struggling to nake ends neet -- this isn't them
So, M. President, |I'Il be voting
no. |'ve got to tell you, | know that we're

going to hear about how this is al

sel f-encl osed, that they're actually going to be
redistributing it themselves. That this is
actually a subsidy that doesn't involve any
expense for the taxpayers.

It's a state authority. The state
set it up. The state structured it. Just a
coupl e of years ago we were here tal king about
the need for capital. W were all asked to
support a bill to put noney into the Battery
Park Authority in order to pay for capital
i nprovenents.

But here we are. They nust be
flush, because they have the ability and the
extra noney to actually provide for this.

So cone froma comunity where the
average incone is $50,000 or $60,000? Ask

yourself why this is necessary and why you woul d
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possi bly vote for sonething like this. You're
probably all going to vote for it anyway, but
t hi nk about it.

| vote nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Are there

any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
now cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.
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The bill before us creates a housing
rebate that's imted to certain honeowners and
renters in one snmall area of New York City. But
the reality, as we all know, is housing
affordability isn't just a Battery Park issue,
it's a statew de issue.

Li ke so many people in this chanber,
|"ve heard the concerns from our young peopl e who
are struggling to afford to buy or to rent their
first hone. And |I've heard from so many seniors
who are worried about being forced out of their
I'ifelong hones because of the state nandates that
are driving up property taxes and utility costs.

But the good news, M. President, is
| have a housing affordability package that
i ncl udes real solutions to nake housing nore
af fordabl e and nore attai nable for people across
the entire state.

Legislation that includes help for
first-time homebuyers, incentivizes new
construction, offsets the infrastructure costs
needed to build new honmes -- you know,

M. President, you and | in our districts are
struggling with the Iack of electric capacity.

Legi sl ation that encourages the
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renovati on of existing properties by providing
relief fromincreasing property assessnents.

These are real, practical, statew de
solutions to reduce costs and expand housi ng
opportunities, and | amfrustrated that they've
been sitting in conmttees for years. These are
good solutions that shoul d be consi dered.

The bill before us does not consider
statew de inpact, so for that reason | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senator G anaris to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| was quite heartened to hear
Senator Martins' assault on those who are doing
too well in this state and in fact have no need
for governnent assistance. |In fact, if |I'mnot
m staken, his district is one of the wealthiest
in the state.

And so | would encourage himto be
consi stent with what he just said and support
what we are trying to do and actually ask for

nore from those people.
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If he's so concerned that there are
peopl e who are doing so well that we shoul dn't
t hi nk about what they mght need -- they're
flush, | think was the word that he used -- he
represents many, many flush New Yorkers. And
perhaps the best way to deal with the problem
that he identified is to ask themto give a
little nore so we can truly help those who are
genuinely in need in this state.

| vote yes, M. President. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President.

| just wanted to clarify a few of
the things that have been said here on the floor

t oday.

First of all, on the notion that the

state is subsidizing the Battery Park City

Aut hority and the capital subsidies were proposed

for inprovenents to Battery Park City, the

capi tal subsidies that we have authorized but not
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paid for, through state law, are to do the very

expensive resiliency projects that are intended

to protect all of Lower Manhattan fromthe kind

of catastrophic damage that we saw during Sandy.
This -- in order to protect

Lower Manhattan, we need to basically address the

waterfront all the way around, basically for al

of ny district, but down the Hudson River, around

the Battery, and up the East Side.

And the City of New York, nostly
through city capital dollars, are spending nany
billions of dollars to do that. And what we
authorized is the Battery Park City to borrow
noney agai nst its own revenue -- not the
state's -- which is nostly generated by rents
paid for by the people who live in that space,
who then are going to pay back the bonds for
capital subsidies that will do the resilience
proj ects necessary to prevent catastrophic
fl oodi ng throughout Lower Manhattan, as we saw in
Sandy.

There is not a substantial anount of
state subsidy going into Battery Park City in
general. In fact, very nearly -- like | can't

think of a state taxpayer subsidy that goes
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directly to Battery Park City.

The second thing is just -- and |
referenced this before, but all of the surplus
revenue of the Battery Park City Authority goes
to the Gty of New York. So if you're worried
your taxpayers will be paying for any portion of
this, this is entirely going to be a financi al
transaction that will address -- will have a very
m nor increase in the city's revenue and no
increase in the tax burden of any New Yorker who
doesn't live in New York City.

The total estimated cost of a bill
like this, it varies, because it's hard to know
how many people will take it up and how nmany
people will be eligible. But roughly we're
tal king about the Battery Park City Authority
wai vi ng about half a mllion dollars in rent
paynents.

These are ground rent paynents.

They still will pay rent on their apartnents.
They' Il pay paynents in lieu of taxes, they'll
pay other things. They will not pay an increase

in the ground rent that their building pays --
whi ch are going up very rapidly because, as ny

col | eague noted, Manhattan has becone a very
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desirable place to live in recent years.

Most of the people who are
recipients of this are people who went to
Battery Park City when it was not such a
desirabl e place. The people who are
reci pients -- when you make $140,000 in ny
district, you are not a wealthy person. Sorry,
but the figure is slightly larger than that.

But the kinds of people that are
paying this are teachers, they are firefighters,
t hey are peopl e maki ng what we consi der
m ddl e-cl ass i ncones.

The idea that sonmehow it woul d be
beneficial to people in the Bronx to price those
peopl e out so that the mllionaires ny coll eagues
are tal king about can nove into their apartnents,
is an odd one, to say the |east.

For perspective, the Battery Park
City Authority's operating revenue is
$445 mllion a year. Again, a great percentage

of that goes directly to the City of New York

And again, the total cost of this bill would vary
somewhere in the range of half a mllion to a
mllion dollars a year, or about $1 or $2 per

t housand dollars of revenue of the Battery Park
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City Authority.

So this is not going to break the
bank. It is subsidizing mddle-class people. I,
for one, think it's inportant that we continue to
make sure m ddl e-cl ass people can live in all of
our nei ghborhoods, not just on the outskirts of
our cities.

And | vote aye. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President.

| do represent what | consider to be
the best district in New York State, the
Nort hern Shore of Nassau County. And yes,
Senator G anaris, it is an affluent district and
it has wealth there.

But this bill doesn't involve the
North Shore of Nassau County, M. President. It
i nvolves Battery Park City.

And if we're going to tal k about
paying their share, | can tell you that the
hundred billion dollars in additional state

spendi ng that has been inposed on al
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New Yorkers, including the people in ny district,
by the Majority in this house over the |ast

ei ght years is significant. That's $100 billion
that was pulled out of the New York State
econony, including the residents of ny district.

So yes, they have contributed --
probably nore than they should, but so has each
and every one of your comunity nenbers. Every
person, when you do the math, is paying. Every
person is paying $5, 000-plus nore per year today
because of the additional spending that this
state has incurred over the |last eight years. A
famly of four, between $20,000 and $25, 000.

So yes, Senator G anaris, they are
paying. M district, your district, every other
district. And that's why |'mopposing it, and |
continue to oppose the incredible increases that
are being suggested by this body, irresponsible
i ncreases that are being supported by this
Maj ority.

And | continue to vote no on this
bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Martins to be recorded in the negative.
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Senat or Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
M. President.

| wanted to speak a little bit to
this idea that there should be nore neans-testing
in af fordabl e housing. W already of course use
nmeans-testing quite a lot in affordabl e housing
policy. W use it for Section 8 vouchers. W
use nmeans-testing in determning eligibility to
live in public housing, to live in other projects
that have an affordability conmponent.

Means-testing in even broader
strokes, such as when a renter applies for a
rent-stabilized apartnment or seeks to live in
rent-regul ated housing, is bad public policy.

Practically speaking, it would be a
nightmare to actually inplenent. But it would
al so serve to exclude nore people fromhousing in
a time when we shoul d absol utely not be
interested in doing that. But also, it does
not hi ng to i ncrease housi ng supply.

And to this idea that we have
rent-stabilized or rent-regulated renters who are
weal t hy Manhattanites exploiting the system

we -- based on 2023 data fromthe Furman Center,
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we know that the nedian rent-stabilized househol d
income in New York City is about $50,000 to
$55, 000 annually. That is not a wealthy person,
certainly not in New York City. And they are
denonstrably typically very rent-burdened.

So | really appreciate
Senat or Kavanagh's commtnent to Battery Park
City residents and also to ensuring that we have
permanent |y affordable housing in New York City
and in our state.

Thanks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sal azar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 583, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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605, Senate Print 8046A, by Senator Bynoe, an act
to anend the Energency Tenant Protection Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins, why do you rise?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, if
t he sponsor would yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR BYNCE: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you. Thank
you, Senator Bynoe.

Can you tell us -- how many units
are we tal king about that would be covered by
this bill outside of New York City?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't have the nunmber of units.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So has this bil
been introduced at the request of DHCR?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President, no.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? Does the sponsor yield?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So does DHCR
support the bill? Have they indicated or have
you asked them whet her or not they support
commtting resources fromDHCR in this way?

SENATOR BYNCE: No, | did not --
sorry. Through you, M. President, | did not
confer with DHCR

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So do you have or
have you cal cul ated how much additional funding
woul d be necessary through DHCR for themto be
able to do this level of enforcement on units
out si de of New York City?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President, we have requested that DHCR review
up to 5 percent of those units outside of

New York City, and we have estinmated around

$5 mllion for that activity.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So woul d that be
$5 mllion in addition to what they spend right
now currently on doing I Al enforcement? O would

that be $5 mllion total for DHCR to do that,
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including the units that they have in New York
Cty?

SENATCR BYNCE: It would be
$5 mllion additional.

Through you, M. President, |'m
sorry. Through you, M. President.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Are you aware
that the current budget for DHCR for this is

about $5.6 mllion in last year's budget and
continues to be about $5.6 mllion in this year's
budget -- that is, not only in the Governor's

proposed budget but in the Senate one-house, for

all of their 1Al inspections in the city, outside

of the city, all in, $5.6 mllion for this work?
SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President. What | amaware of is that in the

Village of Henpstead, the |andlords in that space

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2043

have been all eged to have provided inprovenents
that did not nmaterialize. So nuch so that the
Rent Cuidelines Board in Nassau County did not
allow for increases in the Village of Henpstead.

And the conditions that were
illustrated and exenplified by residents in the
Village of Henpstead were in poor conditions,
they were in squalor, there was evidence of
rodent infestation, hazards in terns of
el ectrical appliances and the |iKke.

So this is in the interest of safety
for the residents that are residing in those
rent-regul ated apartnents. It's a matter of
ensuring that we detect incidences of wllful
overcharging, and it's in the interest of making
sure that we deter bad actors from preying on
peopl e who are reliant on them for the assurance
of decent and affordabl e housi ng.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Aside fromthe
community or the Village of Henpstead, |
understand there are other conmunities not only
in Nassau County but also in Westchester County
and others, and villages and cities that have
rent-stabilized units.

And so this 5 percent figure that
you have for units outside of New York City,
wi t hout a sense of how many units those are, do
you have a cal cul ati on of how many people you
woul d need or DHCR would need to have in order to
conduct an audit of those units sufficient to be
able to neet the need of this bill?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President. It would be the requirenent of
the division to create the programatic
guidelines and to be able to fulfill the
obligations of this bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Has there been a
comm tment made to fund the budget to provide the
resources necessary in order to be able to -- for
DHCR to be able to hire people sufficient to be
able to do the task?

O -- or is DHCR going to be
expected to take those people who are currently
doing this work fromthe work perhaps within
New York City and dedi cate those resources
outside of New York City in order to neet the
needs of this bill?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President. In response to the question
regardi ng whet her they would have to shift their
resources within the division to be able to
achieve this, again, we will leave -- they're a
capabl e agency that we will rely on to carry out
the progranmati c and procedural requirenents of
this bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WI1l the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2046

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So as |
understand it, the purpose of the bill is that
there's audits every tine a unit is --

i nprovenents are made to an individual unit.

Are you famliar with the audit
process, how these audits are conducted and
whet her or not currently those audits include
visits to the unit itself or whether it's a
revi ew of paperwork that is submtted to DHCR?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President. Currently there isn't a

requi renent for physical inspection. This bil
woul d require the physical inspection of those
units.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Through the bill
there's a determ nation of willfulness in terns
of an unsubstantiated claimbeing interpreted as
being willful.

Before there's a determination, is
there an opportunity for the property owner to
suppl ement, provide further information or, if
there's a discrepancy in the docunent itself,
that that will actually trigger the additional
i nspections that -- to all of the other units
t hat they have?

So what -- where is that trigger
specifically, if you could.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President. Again, it will be the requirenent
of the division to determ ne whether there is a
willful act or there is in sonme, you know, other
nmeans a di screpancy that was inadvertent, they
wi Il determ ne what threshold would determ ne
whet her someone was willfully overcharging.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So just to be
clear, the language of the bill says if the audit
finds that the recoverable costs clained by the
| andl ord cannot be substantiated, the resulting
overcharge shall be considered to be willful

And so to be clear, and just so we
can create the record, there is then the
opportunity for the landlord to suppl enent,
provi de resources or provide additional
information before there is a determ nation of
wi || ful ness.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes. The division would need to
create a process to which a landlord woul d be
able to ask for an appeal or provide suppl enental
i nformation.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So I'"mglad you
brought up the appeal aspect of it, because
naturally it's going to be ny next question.

What is the appeal process? So if
there's a di sagreenent between the person
conducting the audit and the | andl ord such that
t hey believe that they have provided the
information but the interpretation of DHCR is
that they haven't, to whom do they appeal ?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President. The division would create the
policies and procedures that would be required
based on this |aw

So they would actually be able to
detail that specifically so that each | andlord
woul d understand their opportunity for
due process.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So just so we
understand this, the -- DHCR would itself decide
t he appeal ?

So the appeal would effectively be
to DHCR or soneone in DHCR, perhaps a supervisor
or soneone el se, but effectively would remain
wi thin the agency to nmake that determ nation and
not someone outside of the agency to take an
appeal .

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President, correct.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And so if there
is a determnation that it was willful, and they

took an appeal and it was confirned that it was
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wWillful, this bill would require, then, DHCR to
do a search of all of the properties that that
particul ar owner had outside of New York City,
right?

SENATOR BYNCE: Correct. O
t hrough you -- sorry, M. President. Through
you, correct.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BYNCE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So | know t hat
there are 1.2 mllion rent-stabilized units
within New York City. And | know that DHCR has
this responsibility to audit those units within
New York City with a budget |ine of
$5.67 mllion, and of that, the personnel line is
only $2.7 mllion.

So with those many units inside of
New York City and the limted nunber of units

outside of New York City -- | believe that in the
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Village of Henpstead it's probably about

6500 units, and | believe that in places |like
Garden City Plaza in the Village of M neola and
sonme other villages within our respective
districts, you know, there may be ot her
rent-stabilized housing units.

Do you have concerns whet her DHCR i s
goi ng to have the nmeans, resources, personnel and
t he nechanisns to be able to effectively
implenment this bill, if it's passed, and whet her
or not that would conme at the expense of being
able to do it in other parts of the state where
it currently provides those services?

SENATOR BYNCE: Thr ough you,

M. President, we are currently in a budget
process, and this is an opportunity for us to
have those di scussions and vet out the ability
for the division to be able to carry out these
activities, and what funds woul d be required.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hank you. Senator Bynoe, thank you.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | want to
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thank -- | want to thank the sponsor for the
bill. | want to thank the sponsor for this
attenpt. But M. President, |'m concerned that
the bill, frankly, m sses the nmark.

If we're going to go down this road
and we're going to hold bad actors responsi bl e,
think absolutely, I"'mw th you a hundred percent,
let's go after those |andl ords who are not
provi di ng proper housing and resources and let's
make sure we hold them accountable. But let's
make sure that DHCR has the wherew thal and the
ability to do just that.

You know, when we tal k about
5 percent of the units, we tal k about then

wi |l ful ness and then triggering even nore

i nspections -- you know, by ny estimation, if you
have a personnel line in a budget of a little
over $2 million, | think that accounts for about
20 peopl e.

| f we have those 20 peopl e doi ng
i nspections right now, the bul k of
rent-stabilized housing in the state is in
New York City, and they're expected to do it
statewide, not just in New York City. And now

we're going to dedicate resources outside of the
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city to other places and require actual on-site
i nspections and then require, in the event of
willful ness, that they have to do further

i nspections of all those other units -- it's not
going to happen for the $5.7 mllion that's in

t he budget.

And | haven't seen the one-house
fromthis Majority adjust it to account for the
addi tional resources and funds that are going to
be necessary to actually nmake this work.

So | would urge ny coll eagues who
are concerned, hopefully as much as | am that
there may be resources out there that need to be
targeted somewhere, put it here. And don't just
vote on a bill in order to require DHCR to go do
somet hing wi thout putting the resources behind it
that's necessary for that to happen.

| woul d ask that you consider also,
target those bad actors that are out there.
Understand that if there is a discrepancy in
docunentation that's provided, make sure that
t hat documentation is substantiated and warrants
it. Because there is no criteria here. It could
be an i nconsequential amount, or it could be a

significant amount.
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But the reality I think we all
should arrive at, all of us, is that we want to
incentivize property owners and |landlords to
actually maintain their buildings. W want to
give themthe opportunity, through policy, to be
able to invest back in their buildings.

And to have that discussion we have
to kind of |look at policies that have been passed
in this chanber that have made it difficult, if
not sonetinmes inpossible, for landlords to make
ends neet.

Hol d them accountable. But let's
reeval uate sonme of the policies that have been
passed in this chanber. The difficult process
that we put before our | andlords for renoving
tenants, and how long it takes for themto do so
not receiving rents at all, and the cost that
that has to a landlord in their ability to
reinvest in those buildings as well.

Now, we all think -- or at |east
sonme people in this chanber think that anyone who
owns a building has got to be rich. They' ve got
to be filthy rich, M. President. And so they've
got noney, they can absorb the hit from not being

able to collect rent fromtenants.
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But the reality is they collect
those rents and the good ones, or even the
aver age ones, invest back in those buildings. No
one has an interest in owning a building and
watching it fall apart.

But we create policies in this
chanber that prevent people and | andl ords from
being able to actually collect those rents and
rei nvest them

So let's analyze that. Let's take a
| ook at the things we're doing froma policy
standpoi nt that are preventing our |andlords from
doing it.

| had a landlord recently ask ne a

guestion. And maybe, M. President,
rhetorically, everyone can naybe consider this
and think about it. But, you know, they asked:
What if | have a tenant, and | do -- this person
did -- had a tenant in a building that was up al
ni ght maki ng noi se, bringing people in and out,
di srupting the other tenants, and the | andlord
couldn't get them out of the building because of
| aws that have been passed in this chanber.

Now, the landlord in this case

didn't live in the building, M. President, but
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he couldn't get that person out, which affected
all the other tenants in the building, who then
deci ded not to pay rent because their enjoynent
and use of their building and their units had
been conprom sed.

And so now this landlord had a
probl em Because of policies and |aws that were
passed in this chanber, they no | onger had the
ability to collect rents. And if they did, and
if they wanted to enforce those rights, we've
made it so difficult that it takes nonths if not
years to actually go through | andl ord-tenant
court to have sonebody renoved.

So if we're going to talk about
reinvesting in buildings and mai nt ai ni ng
bui | di ngs and maki ng sure that buildings are
adequately maintained, |let's consider those
t hi ngs that have been done to nake it difficult
on our |andlords and our property owners in order
to maintain those buildings as well.

So, M. President, I'lIl be voting no
on this bill.

| amw lling and | ooking forward to
working with the sponsor to figure out ways we

can actually hold bad actors accountable. But
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|'"d also like to work with the sponsor and ny
col | eagues in this chanmber to cone up with ways
that we can change the bad policies that have
been passed in this chanber that have inpacted
our own property owners and prevented them from
actually being able to nake ends neet and make
t he resources avail abl e.

And sure, if there are people out
t here who are taking advantage of the system
target them But unfortunately, the policies in
this chanber, M. President, have consistently
been witten with a broad brush. Which neans
we' ve i npacted every property owner, the good and
the bad. And that's a shane.

Because we're now seeing the results
of those policies. Each and every day we see
anot her bill or another effort where people cone
up here and protest the fact that they have a
conflict with their |andl ords.

Let's make good policy.

"1l vote nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

now cl osed.
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The Secretary will ring the bell.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's restore this to the noncontroversi al
cal endar as well, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to explain his vote.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President.

| just wanted to rise, 1'd
especially like to thank and conplinment the
sponsor on a very inportant piece of |egislation
t oday.

You know, i ndividual apartnment
i mprovenents have historically been a real source

of risk of inproper rent increases and in sone
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cases, well-docunented cases, fraud.

This bill is a very, very reasonabl e
and nodest response to that. Roughly speaking,
outside of New York City there are sonething on
t he order of 120, maybe 130 or 140 I Al
applications per year. There may be roughly per
year, in all of Nassau County, about 20 such
appl i cati ons.

This bill would require 5 percent of
t hose applications to be audited by HCR  And in
the event they find the landlord to be
overstating the cost of their own inprovenents,
and using that to increase people's rent, there
woul d then be a penalty of -- the nornmal penalty
t hat applies when people overcharge their tenants
willfully.

So again, this is a nodest -- we've
done a lot to address concerns about [Als in
recent years. This bill is another very positive
step forward. And from you know, working for
many years with HCR | believe this is a bill
that they woul d have anple resources to
i mpl enent .

And this is also a bill that went

t hrough the Housing Committee. | know nost
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menbers of both houses, both sides of the aisle,
have voted for this bill in the past, and | urge
themto continue to support this just to nake
sure that the systemcontinues to have the
efficacy that we all need to make it work
ef fectively.

And on that, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 605, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Muirray,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is

no further business at the desk.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

adjourn until Tuesday, April 7th, at

11: 00 a.m -- early start tinme next week,
col | eagues -- interveni ng days being |egislative
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, April 7th, at 11:00 a.m, with the

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

(Whereupon, at 1:05 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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