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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 30, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, March 27
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Rules Conmttee in Room 332.

SENATOR O MARA: | medi ate neeting
of the Rules Conmttee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:07 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:15 a. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the

desk.
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Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 9598, by
Senat or Stavi sky, an act to anend the
Public Heal th Law,

Senate Print 9599, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 9630, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations
for the support of governnent;

Senate Print 9631, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend Part Ul of
Chapter 62 of the Laws of 2003.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
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nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
660, Senate Print 9630, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1938

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,

nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
661, Senate Print 9631, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend Part Ul of Chapter 62 of the Laws of
2003.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,

nay.
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(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that is the end of
t he suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease go to the
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
660, Senate Print 9630, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just have a few questions on this
extender bill that we have, if the Senator would

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senator. And good norning.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Good nor ni ng.

SENATCR O MARA: This is our first
ext ender of what has been a pattern of late
budgets in recent years. Can you just explain to
us what -- | think we'll, if we can, talk about
both of these bills on this debate rather than
calling up the second one, if that's okay with
you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | "' m happy to, but
| "' mjust doubl e-checki ng one thing.

(O f the record.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| think we're taking up the extender bill first
because of the time constraints, and then we'll
be happy to take up questions on the other bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. Al right.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So you just get

to ask me twice. Ckay?
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SENATOR O MARA: Lovel y.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. So on
this bill.

SENATCR O MARA: Yeah, on this
bill, Senator, what is actually being extended
here today? How rmuch is the dollar val ue of
what's bei ng extended? And when's it being
ext ended t hrough?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. Happy
to answer that, Madam President.

This is an extender that totals
approximately $1 billion, and it is to neet our
payroll costs to allow certain paynents of the
Depart ment of Health Medi cal Assistance
Adm ni stration Program the Departnent of Law,
the Ofice for People Wth Devel opnent al
Disabilities, and the Departnent of Veterans'
Servi ces.

This will go through next Tuesday
norni ng, the day after Easter Monday. And | will
tell you the date as soon as | -- there we go,
April 7th.

And | have nore specifics of what
itens are within that, but that's pretty nmuch the

expl anat i on.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, this
being the last day of the fiscal year, and doing
our first extender here, can you enlighten us on
where the Legislature and the Governor are in the
process of these negotiations and what's |eft
open to get a final budget here?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Quite a fewthings are |eft
open, approxi mately the same number that we
di scussed | ast week when we did the budget debt
bill.

So | don't know how long it's going
to be. | don't know how many nore extenders
there will be.

| do want to nake sure everyone

under st ands that the Governor deci des what the
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extenders are. That is not negotiated, so only
she knows what extenders she will put forward,
whet her she will keep them as what we call clean
extenders, just continuing paynents that are

al ready due.

Because she technically has the
ability to put pretty much anything she deci des
i n extenders, which beconmes a concern certainly
for us when she goes beyond just doing clean
extenders to make sure people continue to get
paid and our bills continue to get paid.

But for now we are where we are. W
are hopi ng negotiations continue. | do know t hat
senior staff are having three-way di scussions and
| eadership is having three-way di scussions on a
variety of topics, but I don't have any details
of finalization on anything mjor.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, we had
the first and only joint conference conmttees on
t he budget about three weeks ago, | think.
There's been no neetings since then.

Are there any neetings of the joint
budget conference conmittees scheduled at this
poi nt ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | don't

bel i eve there have been any announced fol |l ow up

neet i ngs.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Have there been
any table targets put out there yet for any of
the tables that are undeci ded?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you

Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So, Senat or
wi thout table targets then a |ot of these issues
that may be | ess controversial and really nore
about how nmuch you're going to spend on them as
opposed to what exactly the subject is, they
can't even be negotiated or tal ked about at this
point, really.

If they don't have a table target,
t hey' ve got no nunbers to work with. 1Isn't that
right?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is
technically correct.

And it is my observation after
25 years here that Governors choose to not
di scuss the smaller and perhaps nore likely
actions until they have finished negotiations on
the larger, nore controversi al

So it mght not be what | would do

if | was the Governor, but | haven't been the
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Governor. So that seens to be a consistent
pattern of Executives.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senat or, one of
the major issues as we understand it is the
Cimte Law, the CLCPA, and sone nodifications,
think, primarily to the tineline on that.

Can you tell us what the proposals
are at this point of the Governor as far as
trying to push this thing out?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So we still don't
t hi nk we have full |anguage fromthe Governor of
what she's actually proposing.

We have sone | anguage. W have an

op-ed she put out about a week and a few days

before that, | guess Thursday a week ago. But
that's not really a budget proposal, it's an
op- ed.
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We have runored proposals. W have
changes in plans by the Governor starting out
wi th her original argunent that CLCPA was
i ncreasing people's utility bills and then an
adm ssion that CLCPA had nothing to do with the
i ncreased cost of our utility bills.

Al t hough now that we're in Wek 4 of
the war in the Mddle East, that seens to be
having quite a bit of an inpact on costs of oil
and natural gas.

So |l wish |l could tell you there was
a specific proposal in witing to share with
everyone, but we don't have one.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, you
mentioned utility bills and people's concerns
over them | think we're all hearing from our

constituents on that.
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What proposals are out there that
are being negotiated to help | ower people's
utility bills?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So our one-house
proposal had quite a few suggested changes that
we do believe would lower our utility bills.

Actual ly, the current president up
front has a nunmber of proposals that would
specifically lower utility bills, Senator Myer's
bills, we included in our one-house.

| have bills that would put
noratoriuns on the building of energy -- excuse
me, not of energy plants, of Al plants and
cryptocurrency plants, because they are using up
an enornmous anmount of energy. They get discounts
and even tax exenptions because of the sort of
as-of -right categories they fall under, so that
t hey are skyrocketing use of energy at | ower
cost, requiring us all as ratepayers to pay nore
because they are using so much.

And once their factories are built,
t hey basically have nobody who works in them
it's all conputer. So they don't create jobs
even though they eat up our energy at huge

di scounted costs. And if we just stop them from

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1949

going forward, we would significantly reduce the
rate of growh of utility costs.

And quite a few other states are
goi ng down the same road. W would like to go
down that road al so, but we need bills passed or
i ncluded in the budget package.

W are seeing that the states that
are doing the nost successfully with nmoving to
green energy are actually seeing | owering of
their utility costs. So w nd, hydroelectric
energy, solar, these are the nodels that are
wor ki ng very effectively.

And per haps the nost prom sing, but
we need legislation to nove it forward, is
battery storage that is basically creating a
revol ution around the world for inproved access
to and use of and cost of sustai nable energy.

So we think there are quite a few
proposal s we coul d be speeding along within our
budget that would i medi ately offer reductions in
cost s.

We al so have called for increased
noney bei ng spent for discount costs for
| ow-i ncome and m ddl e-inconme utility ratepayers.

So there's I'mgoing to say a good
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10 proposals that we could see going into effect

i mredi ately that could have significant inpact on
our utility costs for ratepayers, particularly

i ndi vi dual consuners.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So is it the
position of the Senate Mpajority that the state
shoul d be opposed to the devel opnent of Al data
storage facilities and we're just going to |et
other states run with it?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So our
recommendation is a noratoriumfor three years to
allow the state tine to create and eval uate
standards for when things are approved or not
approved.

And again, to rem nd peopl e that

gquite a few states are naking the sane deci sion
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because they don't create jobs. Al would still
be manuf actured sonewhere and be used here in
New York. So there's no |oss of our use of Al
or, honestly, crypto -- although personally I
advi se agai nst anyone usi ng crypto.

And it will not inpact the jobs or
the economic activity fromAI. W just wouldn't
be bl owi ng up our energy demand and sort of doing
damage to our natural resources, water as well as
our energy grid, by not using it up on these yet
to be even justified plants.

But it would not end it per se. It
woul d be a noratoriumso that the state could
come up with a mechanismto evaluate and to
deci de whi ch have justification, which don't,
what areas m ght nake nore or |ess sense to build
themin.

Ri ght now there's al nbst no one
maki ng any determ nation in planning for the
state or in answering the questions how much
energy are they using, where will we get that
energy, and how nmuch nore will it continue to
drive up our utility costs.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Senat or.
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Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, you
nmenti oned several proposals that your side of the
ai sl e has on potential ways to help people with
their utility bills.

W have several -- many proposal s on
this side of the aisle, a couple of which would
provide inmediate relief to utility ratepayers in
returni ng unspent clean energy surcharges that
have been on the bills for CLCPA. And those
surcharges that are held by both NYSERDA and t he
utilities thensel ves, because NYSERDA hasn't
asked themto send it over yet, of about
$3 trillion that could go -- $3 billion, excuse
me, that could go back to the ratepayers.
don't hear you discussing that.

And there's a proposal for a tax
holiday on utility bills for the taxes and those

surcharges | nentioned. Are those under
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consi deration by your side of the aisle?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't think
ei ther of those proposals were included in our
one- house.

You know, | will point out part of
the catch of saying you're going to give back
noney that has been collected fromratepayers for
speci fic purposes, as we know particularly on
anyt hing capital, those nonies often get built in
to be spent over an extended period of tine.

So one of the debates | think both
sides of the aisle have had is the noney that is
rai sed through utility taxes, will it be used for
green energy or a continuation of fossil fuel
infrastructure? The truth is our infrastructure
for fossil fuel is very old, quite damaged, needs
repl acenent either with green energy or a
continued replacenment of the fossil fuel
i nfrastructure.

The noney costs show it's much nore
expensive to rebuild our fossil fuel
i nfrastructure versus building a new green
infrastructure. So | would nmake the case you
have real costs for going either direction.

We're far better off, and it's cheaper and it's
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much safer, to go with green infrastructure.

But it doesn't nean that you get off
free and you can't -- excuse nme, and you can
possi bly give back every dollar you've been
raising into a 21st-century infrastructure and
grid expansion. W need all that.

| just personally hope that we spend
t hat noney nmuch nore effectively on green
infrastructure, not rebuilding a failed nodel of
fossil fuels.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On the bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: This is the first
extender bill of this budget season, to get us
t hrough t he next week.

| will be supporting this bill, as
we're early in the process and | certainly
understand the significance of the religious

hol i days that we have over this com ng weekend

and the inpact of those on individuals' |ives.
But there's -- very concerning to
me -- a lack of urgency in noving this budget
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forward. In fact, if there's no specific
proposal s by the Governor to the Legislature on
changes to the clinate laws that are in place, no
speci fic | anguage fromthe Governor on how
utility bills are going to be | owered so that

i ndividuals in their hones can pay those,
particularly senior citizens -- we have AARP out
in the hallway right now | obbying on efforts to
lower utility bills. And it's of primary

i nportance to our constituents that we provide
sonme relief on the expensive cost of living in
New Yor k.

It just seenms to ne that while
everybody tal ks about affordability, everything
that comes out of this Legislature makes
everyt hi ng nore expensive.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or O Mar a.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

There's a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10760 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 9630, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 660.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
660, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10760, by
Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

There's a substitution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 10761 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 9631, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 661.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
661, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10761, by
Assenbl ynmenber Pretlow, an act to anend Part Ul
of Chapter 62 of the Laws of 2003.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATCR O MARA: | f the Senator
woul d yield for a question, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | just have one
guestion on this extender here for the DW

continuing their operations and able to collect
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our fees that our constituents so |ove to pay --
that this extender is going out for two years.

Wy not just for the period of this
ext ensi on?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | believe that the Governor's
request for a two-year extender is because we've
been doing this at two years at a tinme, and that
if you're going to establish fees -- or this
doesn't create any new fees, it continues
exi sting fees that you don't necessarily want to
tell people we're continuing fees for another
week and a hal f, and then stay tuned.

Usual |y these kind of fees are
charged on an annual basis or at the time you're
buyi ng or reregistering or reinspecting your
vehicle. So | think it would probably just be a
bit of a nightmare if we set up a noving target
perhaps of a week or two at a tinme. And it just
is practically nore efficient and fair to
everyone to just tell them okay, usually these
are charged at an annual or biannual basis, and
this is going to be the amount for the next two
years, and just get it done that way.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senat or .

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: You know, it's
concerning to ne that we are putting this out
two years while the budget isn't set.

You know, the explanation of that's
the way we've always done it is far too common of
an expl anation around this place.

And we shoul dn't be putting things
out at this point with no budget in place and no
specific policy in witing is ny take on this,

t hat not hing shoul d be extended further than the
| ength of the other extender we did.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or O Mar a.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 661, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec, Walczyk and Wi k. Also Senator Tedi sco.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W're going to return to notions and
resol utions.

At this time | nove to adopt the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol utions 1821 and 1823.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,

with the exception of Resolutions 1821 and 1823,
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pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's begin with
Resol ution 1821, by Senator Ranps, have its title
read and call on Senator Ranpbs, please.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1821, by
Senat or Ranps, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 31, 2026, as
Farmvorkers Day in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, before any of us woke up
this nmorning there were already peopl e across
New Yor k doi ng very inportant work. Those people
are farmwrkers. These nen and wonen rise before
dawn, they work through heat and cold, they bend,

they lift, they harvest, and they carry the food
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that ends up on every one of our tables.

Their work isn't just essential,
it's foundational. There is no food system
wi t hout farmmorkers. There's no econony w thout
farmwrkers, there's no daily life in this state
wi t hout far mworkers.

And yet for generations they were
excl uded fromthe nost basic protections that
ot her workers in New York State sonetines take
for granted. Not by accident, but by design.

But farmaorkers didn't accept that
quietly. They organi zed, they spoke up, they
demanded to be seen

And there's sonme history here, of
course. From Chi cano organi zers like
Dol ores Huerta to Filipino organizers |ike
Larry Itliong, who built the foundation of the
farmwor ker nmovenent, they showed us what dignity
in action |ooks |ike.

And that novenent is still very much
alive today in the work of the United Farm
Wor kers and RWDSU, who continue to organize and
rai se standards for farmmorkers here in New York
St at e.

Far mworkers carried this fight for
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decades, and |'m proud to have been part of the
nmonment when Al bany finally listened in 2019 and
passed the Farmworker Fair Labor Practices Act.
That law finally recogni zed what shoul d have

al ways been true, that farmwrkers are workers

and that their dignity is not negotiable.

But passing a law is not the end of
the story, because having rights on paper only
matters if they are real in practice: |f wages
are fair, if conditions are safe, if workers can
speak up w thout fear.

And we al so have to be honest about
something else. W talk a | ot about the cost of
food in this state, but we don't tal k enough
about the cost of |abor behind that food. You
can't have cheap food and expl oited workers at
the sane tinme and call that a fair system If we
want affordability, it can't conme on the backs of
the very people who feed us.

And today many of those workers are
i mm grants, people who cone here to work, to
provide, to build a better life, and who too
often live with fear. They feel fear of speaking
up, fear of retaliation, fear of being targeted

sinply for showing up to do their jobs.
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W' ve seen how far that fear can
show up in our comrunities across our state. And
t hat should be of concern to all of us. Because
a food systemthat depends on fear is not a
stable system It's not a just system And it's
not worthy of New York

So today, as we recognize
Far mwor kers Day, we do nore than honor their
| abor. We acknowl edge our responsibility.
Because the people who feed us shoul d never be
i nvisible. They should never be exploited, and
t hey shoul d never feel |ike they' ve been |eft
behind. |If we value the people who sustain us,
then our |aws, our enforcenent and our priorities
must reflect that.

Today we honor farmworkers across
New York and reconmmt ourselves to naking sure
that dignity, fairness and respect are not
prom ses, but guarantees.

And t oday, Madam President, we are
joined by Maria Martinez and Prijenett Flores.
They are both organi zers who are carrying on the
| egacy of Dolores Huerta out in the fields of
New York and are here representing al

farmwor kers and organi zers.
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| ask that you wel come themto our
house.

And with that | vote aye,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Ranps for
this resolution and for recogni zing the very
i mportant work that farmmrkers do for all of us.
We woul d not have affordable food to put on our
tables if it wasn't for the farmwrkers doing
t hi s work.

| proudly represent Cayuga County,
whi ch has the nost dairy production of any county
in the state, and dairy workers in particular
wor k year-round, day in and day out. It's hard
wor k and often dangerous work being around | arge
animals. And | have visited a ot of the farns
in ny district and seen how hard they work and
what good care they take of the aninals.

But year-round workers often don't

have the kind of protections that H 2B visas give
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to tenmporary workers who conme here. And so we
are hearing fromfarmers in ny district who are
terrified about deportations or trying to track
what has happened to sone of the farmworkers that
they really value very highly.

| think one of the reasons we're
seeing food prices go up is because we are seeing
| abor becom ng nore scarce and sone of the
farmwrkers frankly afraid to show up for work,
or the farnmers hol ding church services and that
kind of thing in their own hones so their workers
don't have to | eave the farns.

It's a terrifying time for
farmwrkers and for the enpl oyers who care about
themin ny district. And so | think it's doubly
inmportant at this nonent in history that we [ift
our farmmwrkers up and give themthe respect they
deserve

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or May.

To our guests who are here on behal f
of Farmworkers Day, we wel come you on behal f of
the Senate. W extend to you the privil eges and

courtesies of the house.
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Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

Oh, the question is on the
resolution. Al those in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
Resol ution 1823, by Senator Zell ner,

Jereny Zellner. Read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Senator Zellner, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1823, by
Senat or Zel Il ner, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 20, 2026, as
Behavi or Analysis Day in the State of New York

in conjunction with the observance of Wrld
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Behavi or Anal ysi s Day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Zel I ner on the resol ution.

SENATOR ZELLNER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator G anaris, for
clarifying which Jereny we're tal king about here.

| rise today to recogni ze March 20th
as World Behavior Analysis Day and to highlight
the inmportant role that applied behavior analysis
plays in inmproving our lives and our comunities.

Appl i ed behavi or anal ysis, or ABA,
is a research-based approach grounded in the
sci ence of human behavior. It hel ps individuals
build new skills, strengthen positive behaviors,
and navi gate chall enges in ways that inprove
quality of life.

While ABA is widely recognized for
its inpact on individuals with devel opnental
di sabilities, including many di agnosed with
autism its reach extends far beyond that into
education, heal thcare, human services,
rehabilitation, and even the workpl ace.

For many children and famlies, ABA

has made a neani ngful and lasting difference --
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openi ng doors, creating opportunities, and
provi di ng support rooted in conpassi on and
evi dence- based care.

Today | offer this resolution in
recognition of the children and famlies whose
Iives have been positively inpacted, the
prof essional s who provide this critical support,
the parents who provide this critical support,
the parents and the other fam |y nmenbers and the
dedi cat ed educators at Daermen University, in ny
district, who are preparing the next generation
of leaders in this field.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Zel | ner.

The question is on the resolution.

Al'l those in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
t he sponsors of today's resolutions would like to
open them for cosponsorshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
Senator Conrie for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie for an introduction.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W are again this year joined -- as
we' ve done for the | ast couple of years,
Assenbl ynmenber Hyndman, Assenbl ynmenber Ander son,
Senat or Stavi sky, Senator John Liu -- we have
young children fromthe presidents of the
different schools in District 29 in here today to
visit Al bany.

They are noving into both sides of
the gallery to be greeted. They have come up in
the rain, so they're alittle delayed. And we

are earlier than expected today, so they are
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nmoving a little faster. But they are adjusting,
as we all are today.

W' ve been proud for the last couple
of years to bring these young people up. These
young people are actually the presidents or civic
| eaders in their schools. They're interested in
government and politics, they're interested in
how the world works. They're going to be noving
around today to visit different locations in the
Capitol and our offices. They're going to be on
the Third Floor Terrace if anybody would like to
stop by and say hello and introduce yourselves to
themif you have a minute. Since we all have a
little extra time today, | hope sone of you can
find it in your hearts to stop by and say hello
to them

Now, it's inportant that as
| egislators we try to inpact children as nmuch as
possi bl e, give you sonmething to understand and
appreciate. | want to welcome themto our
beauti ful chanbers and this session. W
have both -- they're here and they're here. So
they're everywhere, so it's all good.

' mnot sure what teachers cane

t oday because | was running to make it here for
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conference. But as | | ook and see the faces of
our young children -- was that a different
school ?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: Anyhow, there are
young peopl e on both sides of the gallery.

And whatever we do as |egislators,
we shoul d make sure that young peopl e understand,
appreci ate civics and government. As sone of you
know, |'ve been trying to get civics back in our
schools. [It's inportant that we teach civics,

i nportant that we teach history. [It's inportant
t hat our people understand all aspects of our
great state.

So thank you, Madam President, for
allowing nme to take a mnute to recogni ze t hem
And if everyone coul d pl ease give themthe
privil eges of the house.

Thank you, young people, for com ng
up in the rain today, and I hope you have a great
day.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Conri e.

l"mgoing to wait until every one of
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our students has the opportunity to cone into the
gallery so they can be acknow edged and
appreciated. |Is that the end of the line,

M. Sergeant-at-Arns? Yes? Ckay.

To all of our students who are
visiting today from Queens, we wel come you on
behal f of the Senate. W're so pleased you're
here to watch the privil eges and see the
operations of the Senate and to see how
government works here in Al bany.

Pl ease be -- you're given all the
privileges and cordialities of the house. Please
rise and be recogni zed. Please stand and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATOR MAYER: Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| should note that there were other nenbers from
Queens, particularly, that also wanted to share
in that wel come nessage for this group of
students, but our practice here in the Senate
only all ows one nenber per introduction.

So just know that you are | oved by
nore than Senator Conrie. But he's also a great

representative.
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| s there any further business at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, April 1st, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senate is
adj ourned until tonmorrow, April 1st, at
11: 00 a.m On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until tonorrow at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 11:52 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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