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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
March 27, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, March 26
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have anendnents to the foll ow ng
Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Krueger, page 16,

Cal endar Nunber 450, Senate Print 2224A,

And by Senator Harckham page 17,
Cal endar Nunber 464, Senate Print 4033B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Scarcel | a-Spanton for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton for an introduction.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

It is ny honor to introduce Dr. Amt

Verma, his two daughters, his nother, and his
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in-laws to Al bany today.

They are actually | ucky enough to be
represented by Senator Mayer, who's here with us
as wel | .

Dr. Verma is the chair of the
Depart ment of Oncol ogy and associ ate director,
Transl ational Science, Mntefiore Einstein
Conpr ehensi ve Cancer Center, and professor of
Medi cal Oncol ogy and professor of
Devel opnental and Ml ecul ar Bi ol ogy at the
Al bert Einstein College of Medicine.

In 2022, through a New York State
grant that the Al bert Einstein College of
Medi ci ne recei ved for groundbreaking research
t hat produced conpel ling, actionable results, |ed
by Dr. Verma and Dr. David Presan, which
successfully sequenced bl ood sanpl es fromover a
t housand Worl d Trade Center exposed first
responders, including firefighters, police
of ficers, many of whom have been U.S. mlitary
vet er ans.

First responders with these
nmut ati ons were nearly six times nore likely to
devel op | eukem a

This study had an i nmedi ate clinical
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impact. First responders identified with the
nmut ati on were i medi ately contacted and referred
for conprehensive nedi cal eval uation, enabling
early detection, enhanced nonitoring, and tinely
interventi on.

On a personal note, | wll say I
have three uncles, two of which were police
officers, one of which was an FDNY -- he was an
FDNY Rescue Five on Staten Island. M uncle
Larry Sullivan passed away froma 9/11-rel ated
cancer.

So | want to say thank you for your
work and helping famlies to avoid the tragedy
that my famly had faced. W know that early
detection is key in making sure people get the
treatment that they need.

So with that, we are honored to have
Dr. Verma with us today to share his expertise
and insight. Please join me in welcom ng
Dr. Verma and his wonderful famly today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

To Dr. Vernma and famly, we wel cone
you on behal f of the Senate. W extend to you

the privileges and courtesies of this house.
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Thank you for your service.

Pl ease continue standi ng and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1707, by
Senat or Fernandez, read its title and recognize
Senat or Fer nandez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1707, by
Senat or Fernandez, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 2026 as Probl em Ganbl i ng
Awar eness Month in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you to this floor for even
t hough we're in the |ast days of March,
March 2025 and so on shoul d be recogni zed, wl|
be recogni zed after the passage of this

resolution for -- to be Ganbling Awareness Mbonth.
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There are sone proposals that we're
| ooki ng at right now as we go through our budget.
Now t hat we have three new casinos conmng, this
should be a top priority of awareness, making
sure that we are investing in prograns that can
hel p peopl e overcone addicti on.

As we | ook at options to raise
revenue, let's be aware of sone of the concerns
and harnms that still lie with access to online
betti ng and everything rel at ed.

So this nonth, please be aware.

Pl ease renenber those that do suffer, that this
is not a harm ess addiction. Because at the
worst of it, we mght |ose sonmebody to self-harm
to suicide, should the ganbling addiction get

Wor se.

So this is an inportant awareness to
have, and I"'mgrateful to this body for
supporting it. And let's continue to be m ndf ul
of the investnents that we're negotiating in the
next coupl e of days.

Thank you. | support it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The resol ution was adopted on
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March 10t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
pl ease recogni ze Senator Rolison for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rolison for an introduction.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank Senator G anaris
for -- this is a |ate-addition introduction, but
nonet hel ess one that is very inportant for us to
be able to have the opportunity to recognize
t oday.

Today we're joined by the Youth
Leadership in Governnent programfromthe Gty of
Poughkeepsie. It start in 2025, under the
| eadershi p of Mayor Yvonne Flowers, who is here
today, and Karen WIllians, who is the director of
Youth Services for the City of Poughkeepsie.

|"ve had the opportunity to neet
with this group before, in-district, and today
they're here at the Capitol. They net earlier
this nmorning with Assenbl yman Jonat han Jacobson

and then they cane over and had the opportunity
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to speak with me upstairs in the office and then
canme down to the Senate fl oor.

And what this governnent |eadership
cl ass does is give students the opportunity to
under stand what we're doi ng here, what other
| evel s of governnent are doing, and the fact that
they can do it too. You absolutely can.

And they're making a difference even
before getting elected to office. They're making
a difference in finding out about governnent,
comunity service, nonprofit organi zations are
the very fabric of our communities and of course
our Senate districts.

So just honored, Madam President, to
have them here today. | know we say this a | ot,
but we also nmean it a lot. These individuals are
the future of our communities, they are the
future of our governnments. But really, you know,
they are our future.

And, Madam Presi dent, would you
pl ease extend the courtesies of this house to
this fantastic group, led by a fantastic mayor in
Mayor Yvonne Fl owers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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To our student governnent | eaders,
future | eaders of our state, we wel cone you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
today's resolution sponsors would Iike to open
t hem f or cosponsorshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
114, Senate Print 1688, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to vote yes on this bill, and
also | want to thank Senator Skoufis for
introducing this for | think the sixth tinme now.

But | also want to take this nonent
to recogni ze a now | ate nenber of the
Tuskegee Airnen, also a resident in ny
Senate district.

Wal | ace "Wal |l y" Higgins, of
Al | egany County, was anong a distingui shed group
of American heroes. Wally Higgins was one of the
ori ginal Tuskegee Airnen, part of a historic
generation of Black servicenen who answered their
country's call at a time when the sane country
was still marked by segregation and
di scri m nati on.

He was recruited into the Arny in
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1943 before he could even finish high school.
Wal Iy was then sent south for training, where he
was sel ected for the Tuskegee program

He conpleted the flight training at
Tuskegee and |l ater served in the Pacific in
Sai pan and ki nawa, hel ping build roads,
airfields, and other infrastructure critical to
Anerica's war effort.

Hs |Iife remnds us that the story
of the Tuskegee Airnen is not just one of
mlitary excellence, but also of patriotism
perseverance, and dignify in the face of
i njustice.

After the war, Wally conti nued
serving others as a professor at
Al fred University, a community volunteer, and a
civic leader in Alegany County. He received a
Congr essi onal Gold Medal, was inducted into the
New York State Veterans Hall of Fame by ny
predecessor, Cathy Young, and earned the respect
of everyone who knew him

Est abl i shing Tuskegee Airnmen
Commenor ation Day ensures that nen |ike
Wal |y Higgins are not forgotten and that

future generations understand both what they
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overcame and what they achieved for this nation.
It's really about time that we gave these heroes
the recognition that they deserve here in
New York State.

And again, thank you for this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Borrello to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
192, Senate Print 1514, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Labor Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
201, Senate Print 524A, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 201, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
383, Senate Print 707A, by Senator My, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 383, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Gallivan, Giffo, Martins, Mattera,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
494, Senate Print 7160, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the El der Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
508, Senate Print 5563, by Senator Myer, an act

to anend the General Municipal Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
519, Senate Print 6482, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 519, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Mrtins, Mttera,
Pal unbo, and Ryan. Ayes, 51. Nays, 5.

Oh, excuse nme. Also Senators Rhoads
and Wi k.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
567, Senate Print 1015, by Senator Brouk, an act
to amend the Estates, Powers and Trusts Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
568, Senate Print 3690A, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Lien Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect --

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
573, Senate Print 2091, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1915

i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
bef ore we nove on to the controversial cal endar,
pl ease recogni ze Senator Fahy for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fahy for an introduction.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's with great honor today, and |
hope you'll join me in recognizing the
Qui | derland Hi gh School Grls Track Team

| f you woul d stand, please.

This is at least a part of the team
the Flying Dutch, who just had an extraordi nary
victory in the Division I, Section 2 Indoor Track
& Field Chanpionship in Boston |ast nonth.

The CGuilderland Grls Track Team
finished first. They set a new record tine of
3 mnutes and 56 seconds to win the 1600-neter
sprint medl ey rel ay.

And both of my children ran track in

hi gh school, and I know that this is an
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extraordinary record. Couldn't be nore pl eased
to have them here today.

They beat the second-place teamby a
seventh of a second, which is huge.

We're joined today by Fiona
McCarthy, if you' d wave a little; Parker Steele;

Lauren Burnash; as well as Addi son Vel l ekoop.

Two of themw Il be going on to run
Division | track: Parker Steele will be running
with Mchigan State, and Addison will be running

wi th Syracuse University.

They are also joined by two rather
remar kabl e coaches: Coach Chris Scanl an, as well
as Coach Dave Kosier, who also join us here
t oday.

They were the only public school in
their heat at the race. They are now
Al'l - Arericans. They hold the school record.
They hold the fastest time in Section 2 history.
And they hold the New York State record, and
they're first in the entire country in the
1600 sprint nedley relay.

It's truly quite remarkable. W
daughter woul d be rather envious, | think. 1'm

not sure she hit that time in college.
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But this really is an extraordi nary
achi evenent. The Quil derland conmunity coul d not
be prouder, but the whole Capital Region really
acknow edges this extraordi nary achi evenent.

And Madam President, if you would
pl ease join me in wel com ng these extraordinary
young wonen and their coaches.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To the Quilderland H gh School Track
and Fi el d chanpions, congratul ati ons on your
chanpi onshi p.

| wel come you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Conti nued success to you. Please --

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And now t he
controversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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192, Senate Print 1514, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec, why do you rise?

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam President. |If the sponsor will yield for a
few questions, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you

Senat or Harckham thank you. | know
that you and | have tal ked about this bill
offline a couple of times this session, and |
t hank you for your efforts in neeting with sone
of the constituent businesses that | brought to

your attention that had issues with this.

So, | mean, ny questions really are
in that vein. W've laid this bill aside before,
hopi ng to make some nodifications to it. |'m

concerned about a one-size-fits-all approach.
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| certainly understand that there
are industries that have certain problens that
the bill is trying to address with who is an
enpl oyee versus who is a contractor. And | can
understand | ooking for a hamrer to tap down on
some of the bad actors and the glaring problens
is called for, and | support that.

However, specifically the concerns |
have are in that last-mle courier. A business
in ny district has expressed concerns | ast year
and again nore recently this session about, you
know, finding thenselves in a spot. They are
nmoving |ife-saving nmedicines with shelf |ives
and, you know, need to be tenperature-controll ed.
And, you know, they are literally a Johnny on the
spot to nove inportant nedical supplies.

And i f sonmebody makes an accusati on
that, hey, this person isn't a contractor,
they' re an enpl oyee -- which again, in that
industry, it's the nature of their industry that
a lot of themare indeed contractors. But all it
takes is one conplaint, and now that business is
on the hook to resolve this in 72 hours or they
could be shut down.

And the concern is that these
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nmedi ci nes that need to get noved, they're going
to sinply relocate to another courier and it's
not going to be a three-or-four-day shutdown
until you get it resolved and then go back to
work. It can potentially bankrupt these |ast --
this segnent of all enployers.

So ny question is, have you net
recently with -- | know NFIB has put out a neno
in opposition, | think largely due to these kinds
of concerns. Wat is the status of, you know,

t he conversations you' ve had with the peopl e that
|"mtal king about? And is there a hope of
further tweaking this so that we -- again, |'m

| ooking -- I'"'mafraid we're going to catch fish
inthis net that we don't intend to catch

Thank you.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator, for the
neetings, for the discussion. There's a lot to
unpack in your question there.

Soif | my -- and thank you,

Madam Presi dent -- that while yes, we tal k about
m sclassification primarily in the context of the

construction industry, the Departnent of Labor
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esti mates, Madam President, that 870,000 workers
in New York State are m sclassified. Wich is I
t hi nk, you know, a broad swath of workers.

And | think one of the reasons why
we passed this bill unaninously |ast year is that
this bill resonates with all of us and through
our organi zed | abor contacts.

But | think the inportant thing to
recognize is that there is a process here, that
someone is not just going to show up one day and
shut a business down, whether they be a last-mle
courier or whether they be a construction site.

There will be an investigation
first. And the standard is know ngly
msclassified. So if we're talking in the
courier spaces, soneone's a contractor, you've
got, you know, bring soneone in for a day to
repl ace sonmeone -- you know, we understand those
t hi ngs happen. That's not know ngly
m scl assifying. R ght?

What the Departnent of Labor is
going to look for is a pattern, and then they
will informthat enployer that they do indeed
have a finding and they have 72 hours to cure

t hat finding.
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So if it's a group of enployees, get
thempaid. If it's a group of couriers, get them
reclassified. You ve got three business days to
do that, 72 hours.

So in fact | did neet -- to your
guestion have | continued to neet, | had a
neeting with the last-mle couriers' | obbyist
today. It goes to prove there's a | obbying group
for everyone. The last-mle couriers -- as they
shoul d. They shoul d have representation too. W
met with them

But at the end of the day | feel
confortabl e that there's enough due process in
here to protect the businesses. Because we don't
want to throw the baby out with the bathwater, as
you said. And that phrase "know ngly
m sclassified" | think is where the good actors
can hang their hat.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, briefly on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Thank you, Senator Harckham for
that answer and for your efforts on this.

| hope you're right. | just -- 1've
seen how our state agencies sonetines will take
the law as witten. They're not necessarily
there when it's drafted; they're not necessarily
readi ng the debate or, you know, they don't have
a wi ndow into the sponsor's intent.

My concern is that, you know, there
wi |l be debate over what is or isn't intentional
Lawyers get involved. And asking a business, a
smal | business to rectify something in 72 hours
or you're going to lose all your business and
potentially not survive that closure, | think --
I"'ma little concerned about it.

| whol eheartedly agree that there's
need for this el sewhere, which is why I voted in
favor of it last year, as we all did. But having
this come to light, I'"mconcerned that it's a
l[ittle too broad for now

| hope that, you know, in the
| egi sl ative process with our partners down the
hal | maybe further anendnments will be worked in.
But until that happens, because of the concerns |

have expressed, I'mgoing to be no on this bill.
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But again, recognizing that the bil
does achieve a | ot of other necessary things, and
| appreciate your effort.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
is closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Yeah, thank you,
Senat or Persaud -- Madam Presi dent.

| rise to applaud ny coll eague
Senat or Harckhamon this bill, and | really pray
that it beconmes |aw

This is really about |eveling the
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playing field for good busi ness. W want bad
busi nesses to close. And if they are indeed

m scl assi fying their workers purposefully, well,
we want to nake sure that they are being held
accountable to the letter of the |aw

We in fact have several bills
wor ki ng t hrough the Labor Conmittee and through
the Legislature on this topic, and we want to
make sure that workers have real tools in order
to pursue the justice that they deserve.

| really believe that enforcenent of
m scl assification of workers isn't even just
enough alone. W want to be able to make sure
that there are clear standards in order for these
workers to be able to regain the rights and
per haps even pay, or other recourse, so that
they're able to be restored as the real enployees
t hey are.

There are far too many industries
specifically in the digital age that are taking
advantage of this msclassification. And it is
nmy hope that in this Legislature, and with the
Governor's help, we'll be able to right the
wrongs in the econonmy and nake sure every worker

i s protected.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Ranpbs to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to support the |egislation.
As a cosponsor, | want to thank the sponsor for
this piece of |egislation.

And of course | encourage everyone
to consider the concerns that have been voi ced
here by our colleagues with regard to the
appl i cation.

But there are several victinms when
people are msclassified. One, nost inportantly,
is the worker hinself, who oftentines doesn't
have access to workers' conp and is at ri sk.

That shoul d be a concern for everybody in this
room

Two, it's every other business in
New York State that has to make up the difference
in the costs of doing business in New York State.

And we all know how expensive it is in New York
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for our businesses to nake ends neet, insurance
bei ng anongst the nost costly.

And so again, conplinments to ny --
to the sponsor and to our colleague. But it's an
important bill. Let's address sone of the issues
that were voiced here today to the extent that we
can. But let's not forget, this is about
protecting businesses and, nost inportantly,
protecting the workers of our state.

"1l vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Martins to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Just by the way of trying to be
constructive and offer a solution here, page 1
one word change on the bill, page 1, lines 22 to
24: "Wthin 72 hours after the enployer's
opportunity to conme into conpliance, if the
enpl oyer has not cone into conpliance, the
commi ssioner shall issue a stop-work order

requiring the cessation of all business
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operations of the enployer at every site at which
the violation occurs.” Ww.

Change the word "shall" to "may."
It would give everyone the flexibility that they
want here, but at the sane tinme give sone
regul ator the opportunity to apply a little
common sense to realize, hey, this isn't the tine
to issue a stop-work order and shut down every
operation for a last-mle courier.

So that one-word suggestion woul d
get me froma no to a yes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 192, voting in the negative are
Senators Stec and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
568, Senate Print 3690A, by Senator Sanders, an
act to amend the Lien Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Whul d t he sponsor yield for a quick
clarification question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Senator. Good afternoon.

SENATCOR SANDERS: Good afternoon,
sir. How are you?

SENATOR MURRAY: |"mgood. |'m
good.

SENATOR SANDERS: Geat. Geat.

SENATOR MURRAY: And | think I know
the answer, just want to clarify.

On the original bill, you had -- the
| anguage said that in regards to the tinme frane
for which the demand for paynent be made, the
Li en Law says 30 days. You had changed that to
60 days, | believe in the A print.

And can you just confirmthat that
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change has been put back? 1Is it in fact 30 days
now in the A print?

SENATOR SANDERS: 11
doubl e- check

The short answer is yes. After
hearing frommy colleagues -- |I'ma reasonabl e
man. Wiy not ?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, briefly on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: | just want to say
thank you. That's -- that's the way it's
supposed to be done. You know? You introduced
the bill, we had sone concerns, there were
i ndustry concerns, there were concerns on this
side of the aisle.

You listened to them you nade
changes that | think nmakes it a better bill, and
|"mproud to vote in favor of the bill.

Thank you, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are

t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?
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Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
i s closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 568, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Giffo, Lanza, Martins, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
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no further business at the desk.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Earlier start
tomorrow, ny col |l eagues.

| nove to adjourn until tonorrow,
Tuesday, March 31st, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 31st, at 11:00 a.m

The Senate stands adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 3:58 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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