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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Rabbi
Vel vl But man, of the Lubavitch Youth Organization
of Brooklyn, New York, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

Rabbi ?

RABBI BUTMAN. Al ni ghty God,
Master of the Universe, bless the nmenbers of the
New York State Senate to fulfill their divine and
sacred m ssion to nake the world a better place
for all of humanity, to live by Your divine WII
and divine Providence in unity, peace and
harnony, with dignity and respect for every
human bei ng.

W are all created in Your inage.
Quide themto be living exanpl es of goodness and
ki ndness, inspired by the seven Noahi de
Commandnent s, which You gave to Adam and to Noah

at the dawn of civilization.
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As recorded in Your Holy Bible, in
t he Book of Cenesis:

One, to worship you alone and not to
wor shi p idols;

Two, not to commt adultery, incest,
sodony, or any ot her abom nati on;

Three, not to nmurder; and

Four, not to eat and not to be cruel
to any living aninmal;

Five, not to blaspheny Your holy
nane;

Six, not to steal, not to lie or
cheat; and

Seven, that every society should be
governed by just and noral |aws, which are based
on the recognition and the acknow edgnment of You,
O God, as the sovereign ruler of every
human bei ng, one nation under Cod.

Grant us the nenbers of the New York
State Assenbly and Senate to enact laws in the
awar eness of Your divine Providence, recognizing
that in establishing just laws, they are
fulfilling Your will.

Bl ess the nmenbers of the New York

State Senate with good health, clarity of m nd,
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wi sdom conpassi on, and good fell owship. And may
t hey al ways recogni ze that in establishing just
laws, they are fulfilling Your will.

Bl ess us to be successful |eaders,
to serve and to strengthen our New York
communi ti es.

Al m ghty God, we dedicate this
prayer today in honor of the Rebbe and his
bi rt hday, on the 124th anniversary, and the
85t h anni versary of his mracul ous escape from
Nazi Europe and his arrival to New York in 1941
with his wife, Rebbetzin Chaya Miushka Schneerson,
of bl essed nenory.

From New York, the Rebbe established
the world's |argest Jew sh gl obal network, wth
t housands of centers worldwi de, in nore than
100 countries, to welconme and to inspire all of
humanity to prepare and to usher in a world of
peace, unity and harnony, a world of redenption
t he Moshi ach has prophesized in Your Holy Bible.

You, Al m ghty God, have created
every human bei ng regardl ess of race, color or
creed, and endowed each person with a divine
spark. G ant us the wi sdom |eadership to ensure

that every child is |oved unconditionally and
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educated with norality, faith and respect for al
humani ty.

As it is witten in our currency,
“In God we trust,"” rem nding us that there is an
Eye that sees and an Ear that hears.

The Rebbe asks to publicize the
prophecy that Mshiach is on the way, and
Moshiach is ready to come now and that we all
have to do nore acts of goodness and ki ndness.

As Mai noni des says, that every good deed could
tip the global scale for the good.

May we nerit to see from
Alm ghty God a world of redenption, a world of
peace, divine know edge, and a |ife of joy,
happi ness, and purpose. So may it be Your wll,
Al m ghty God.

And together, let us all say: Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

RABBI BUTMAN: Thank you.

If I may, just for a nonent, ny
father, of blessed nenory, passed about 18 nonths
ago. He would conme here very often, Rabbi Shnuel
But man, once a year on behal f of the
Lubavitch Youth Organi zation.

And t he Rebbe asked himto take a
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dollar bill and put it into the charity box to
inspire us all, that nmoney is not only nmeant to
take, but to give and to share.

As the dollar bill reads, "In God we

trust,” and there is an Eye that sees.
Thank you very much for your tinmne.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal
THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 24, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, March 23,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
May we have some order, please.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sal azar
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
| nsurance, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4677B and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
1670B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 484.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
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or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Report of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We're going to begin by taking up
some resol utions today.

First up is previously adopted
Resol ution 1410, by Senator Harckham Pl ease
have its title read and call on Senator Harckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1410, by
Senat or Harckham nenorializi ng Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 29, 2026, as
Vi etnam Veterans Day in the State of New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham one nonent, please.

May we have some order, please?

(Pause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

First I want to thank our Majority
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
resolution to the floor today and for her
st eadf ast support of this event over the years.

Today |I'"mproud to rise to celebrate
truly amazi ng Anericans and New Yorkers, our
Vi etnam veterans. On Saturday, March 29th, we
wi || once again be observing National Vietnam
Veterans Day. This will be the 14th anniversary
of this recognition, which was first proclai nmed
by President Gbanma back in 2012.

So accordingly, | would like to
wel come all of the Vietnamveterans who are here
with us in the chanber today, a number of whom
are from Westchester and Putnam And | will be
introducing themall individually nonentarily.

| also want to thank my colleague in
t he Assenbly, Assenbl ynmenber Matt Slater, for
coordinating on the trip to bring folks up from
our joint districts.

More than 3 million Americans served
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our nation during the Vietnam War, and nore than
58,000 sacrificed their lives. And today we pay
homage to the brave nen and wormen who served in
the Vietnam War, knowing full well they served
wi th trenmendous courage and sacrifice.

And yet when they returned hone,

t hey were not wel coned back as veterans from past
wars were. They were |largely scorned and
denigrated for their service. And today we
acknow edge that as a noral failure by our

soci ety.

And many returned with physical and
psychol ogi cal scars which were exacerbated by the
fact that they were not wel comed with open arns.

And yet as we honor the veterans of
the Viethnam War, it's inportant to enphasi ze t hat
for many of these veterans, their service to our
nation and their fellow veterans has been
never - endi ng. Wen they returned stateside, many
Vi et nam vet erans becane active in their
comunities, as first responders, in |aw
enforcement, in education, elected officials, and
busi ness owners.

And how t hese nmen and wonen returned

home and dedi cated t hensel ves to the sel fl ess
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care of their fellow servicemenbers and ot her
residents is truly inspirational

And Vi et nam vet erans taught us that
as individuals we should offer our respect to
servi cenenbers even if we do not support the
politics behind the war or the conflict in which
they fight. W don't have to support the wars to
support the warriors.

And nost inportantly, our Vietnam
veterans determ ned that no generation of
warriors should be treated as poorly as they were
upon returning home fromforeign conflict -- that
t hose who wear the uniformw |l be treated with
the respect and dignity and get the benefits and
services that they deserve. And thankfully, this
nati on has heeded their call.

So anong the many veterans here
today from around New York State, |I'mproud to
i ntroduce veterans here from Wstchester and
Putnam M chael Bergin; Jerry Witnore;

Quy Hodges -- ny next-door nei ghbor, by the way;
Lu Cal dara; Karl Rohde, the director of the

Put nam Vet erans Servi ce Agency; Antonio Costell a;
Steve Seid; Mchael Marx; Louis Ferrari;

Li am Baker; Philip Fiederlein; Peter Van Scoy;
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Al Roskosky; Janes Mecca; Robert Everett, Jr.;
Mel vin Satchell; Raphael Torres; Joe Hunt;
Robert Finne; and Roy Ettere.

And to all of you | say, on behalf
of a grateful nation and state: Wl cone hone.
We thank you for your selflessness, your
sacrifice, and your courage.

Madam Presi dent, today | offer into
the record of our proceedings a resolution that
the State of New York wi shes to expresses to its
Vi et nam vet erans the respect and appreciation
t hey deserve but did not always get when they
returned hone.

So be it that this |legislative body
pause in our deliberations to recognize March 29,
2024 -- or 2026, excuse ne -- as Vietnam Veterans
Day, and to thank our brave Vi etnam veterans for
their honorable service to our nation, to our
comunities, and to their brothers and sisters
who did not return hone.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Harckham for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

And we are joined today by several
Vi etnam veterans and their famlies fromthe
Capital Region, including Staff Sergeant
David DeMarrais and his w fe, Connie;

Airman First Cass JimWndt and his daughter,
Carol Lichorow ec; Airman First Cl ass

Gene LoPorco; Sergeant Tom Marinel | o;

Speci alist 5th Cass Wslie Boyea and his wife,
Debr a.

And it is inportant for us to
remenber that when our Vietnam veterans returned
home, they experienced an alternate reality. And
| think for many of us who have depl oyed and
experienced conbat, that in itself is a different
reality.

And then to cone back home and be
treated the way that they were -- | cannot
i mgi ne the state of confusion, the frustration,
t he angst that they experienced.

But they continued to serve. They
continue to serve each and every day, naking sure

that the future generations of veterans don't
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experience what they had to endure and stil
endure today. Those nenories that they continue
to experience I'msure is what fuels their drive
and the opportunities that we have each and every
day here.

| would also like to conplinment OGS
and our own Departnment of Veterans' Services on
the recent display in the Abrans Building for --
on the Mail Call, is what it's called. And it's
correspondence of letters going back and forth to
fam |y menbers and veterans during Vietnam

And there's one that 1'd like to
share today, Madam President, if you'll indul ge
me, that | think that we should renenber during
our times and deliberations here. It's from
Tyrone S. Pannell to his daughter.

"Dear Tracy:

“I find it very hard to begin this
letter. The things | want to say to you can
never be fully expressed in words.

"I want so much to say the right

things. | want to say the things that will make
you understand how very nmuch | |ove you
"Before you were born I, |ike nost

men, wanted a son; but when | saw you for the
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first tinme just a few mnutes old, | knew | could
never |love a son the way | |oved you. For a Son
grows and becones a man while a Daughter is
always a child to be |oved and cared for.

“"More than anything I want you to
know me and love nme. | want the love that wll
grow between us to be one of understanding, just
as the love that exists between your Mbdther and
| .

"The next tine | see you, you wll
be alittle lady wal king and tal king. Learn how
to say Daddy.

"I love you with all ny heart.

"Love, Daddy"

On Novenber 30, 1965, Tyrone Pannel
was killed in action -- six nonths after his wife
Mar |l ene had given birth to their little girl, and
the letter's recipient, Tracy Renee.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Stec on the resolution.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too would like to rise and thank
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Senat or Harckham for bringing this resolution
forward to commenorate March 29th as Vi et nam
Veterans Day here in the State of New York

As ny col | eagues have al ready sai d,
we owe a great deal of debt and gratitude to al
of our veterans, and especially those that were
di srespected and their value wasn't shown to them
upon their return from Vi et nam

| know a | ot of Vietnam veterans,
and |I'mthankful for their |eadership and their
exanple and their service and their sacrifice.

And I'd be remiss if | didn't point
out and thank a Vietnamveteran that's very, very
special to me, nmy own father, who served in the
Marine Corps in Vietnam

And so, Dad, | |ove you, and thank
you for your service and sacrifice. Thank you
for your fatherhood and trying to nake ne into
the person that | am

And again, to all our Vietnam
vet erans, thank you for your service to our
country.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Zell ner on the resol ution.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1791

SENATOR ZELLNER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Harckham and
Leader Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
resol ution forward.

Today | rise to recognize
Vi etnam Vet erans Day in New York and thank a
generation of nen and wonmen whose service cane at
a conplicated tinme in our nation's history, and
whose inpact is still felt today.

W remenber those who |ost their
lives, and we recogni ze those who cane honme and
had to nove forward, often w thout the support
t hey deserved. Wat they experienced didn't stay
overseas, it becanme part of their lives and the
l'ives of those around them

And what stands out is that they
made sure no one else had to carry that
experience. That's what we see in
Vi et nam Vet erans of America Chapter 77 in
Tonawanda, New York, |ed by President Tom
Thonpson, with nore than 700 nmenbers, i ncluding
nmy friend Council menber Jim Shiesley and retired
Det ecti ve Dan Brady.

They' ve created a pl ace where
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veterans can rely on each other. They provide
food, hel p connect veterans to resources, host
events, and nmaintain a space where people can

come together and stay connected, all through

their own fundraising and commt nent.

It's sinple: People showi ng up for
each other. |1've seen how service carries
through famlies. MW own famly served in the
Arny in Vietnam ny uncles Robert and
Joseph Masich and nmy uncle M chael Zellner. Like
so many famlies, that experience didn't end when
they came hone. It stayed with them and shaped
the course of their lives in ways that were often
heavy and conplicated and deeply felt.

So today we recogni ze Vi et nam
veterans not just for their service, but for
their lasting inpact. And we affirmclearly and
wi t hout question that they will never stand al one
agai n.

And | want to thank organizations
i ke WA Chapter 77 for the work they do every
day to take care of those who served.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|'"d also like to thank the sponsor
for this resolution to honor our Vietnam veterans
on Vietnam Veterans Day here in New York State.

| rise as the son of a Vietnam
veteran. My father, Anthony Borrello, and his
only sibling, Frank Borrello, served in Vietnam

Prior to Vietnam that woul d not
have happened. They woul d never have taken the
only two children. So obviously for ny
grandnother it was a disturbing couple of years
wi th both of them being deployed in Vietnam

You know, this was a war fought by
t he working class, by people of color. This is
who we sent there. And then when they came back
they did not get the respect that they deserved.

They were the ones sent by our
government to do this, and then they were treated
i ke the ones that were, you know, responsible.
And it was wong. But it created a new era of
respect following that, a new era of respect for
t hose who serve, for our mlitary, for the

greatest fighting force in the world.
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But because of the fact that they
were never wel comed hone properly, to this day it
is always appropriate to address a
Vi et nam vet eran and say "Wl cone hone."

So to our Vietnamveterans that are
here today, wel conme hone.

God bless ny famly, ny father, ny
uncle -- ny late uncle -- and God bl ess the
United States of Anmerica.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Ryan on the resol ution.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And Senat or Harckham thank you for
bringing this resol ution.

| too want to thank all of our
veterans, for those that served with the utnost
bravery, ran into conflict, served in the war.
But | also want to say thank you, a shout out to
nmy hero at home, ny father, Patrick J. Ryan, who
served. He was a union electrician, drafted,
went and served as a Navy Seabee.

And he was -- fun fact -- well, not
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a fun fact, but honorable -- he was in the Tet
offensive. So | just want to give hima shout
out at home. |If you're there, if you're

wat chi ng, which -- a 100 percent chance you're
not --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RYAN: -- | just want to
say: Thanks, Dad. Thank you for your service.
| "' m honored to be your son.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

|'"d like to join ny colleagues in
acknow edgi ng and t hanki ng the courage and
sacrifice of our Vietnamveterans today. You
know, and thank Senator Harckham for giving us
t he noment to do so.

We have heard it, that they've
answered the call our country gave them and
unfortunately when they came back, it wasn't such
a pl easant wel cone.

You know, we can say thank you. W
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can say thank you, we can acknow edge it. But to
me, actions speaker |ouder than words. A
resolution is one way.

But this body can put politics
aside -- you know, | love to be on the
Veterans Comm ttee, because that's what we do.

We can put politics aside. And now is our
nmonment, as legislators, to shine and show t he
respect during the budget process and during the
| egi sl ative process.

So | really hope that when the
budget dust settles, we have done what we could
for our veterans, all veterans -- today, it's
Vi etnam veterans -- and certainly during the
| egi sl ative process.

In my little neck of the woods in
Queens County, we have one of the | argest
popul ati ons of veterans in the city, roughly
40,000. And a third of those are
Vi et nam vet er ans.

So again, to understand that
Veterans Day is not just one day of the year. In
my opinion, it's every day of the year. W thank
our veterans each and every day, and today we

acknowl edge and t hank our Vi etnam veterans.
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Thank you very much
Madam President. [|'Il be voting yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| would not be a United States
Marine if | didn't rise today to thank ny
predecessors, whom | have known many of in the
United States Marines. | spent about three and a
hal f years in the Marine Corps, Air Station
New Ri ver, Canp Lejeune, North Carolina. | spent
several nonths on the United States vessel
USS Guadal canal as well as the USS Austi n.

And | want to thank our Vietnam
veterans for teaching nme ny trade, because |
learned a lot fromyou. | learned to be that
rough and tough United States Marine, that guy, a
force in readiness, fromguys |ike you.

So | just want to extend to you guys
nmy personal thanks.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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Senator Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: | rise today to
t hank Senat or Harckham for continuing a tradition
that's inportant in our Senate and inportant in
this country, that we recogni ze our Vietnam
veterans for their service, that we acknow edge
the m stakes that were nade when they returned
hone.

And, as Senator Addabbo said, that
we do everything we can as legislators to ensure
that the veterans are now getting the services
and resources that they need.

One of which is restoring and
hel ping to restore sonme of the VA centers and
posts that are in desperate need of repair, sone
of which go back to not having been repaired
since the ' 70s.

So | hope, as Senator Addabbo said,
we can put actions to words, but we need to put
actions to deeds as well by making sure that our
veterans, in the twilight of their years, can
have the best of their years by having facilities
that are worthy of their service, worthy of their
time.

You know, | just m ssed the draft.
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| graduated from school just as the draft was
endi ng. That was one of the happiest tinmes of ny
life, to tell you the truth; I didn't have to go

But | have to salute all of the nen
and wonen that went, that sacrificed their |ives
and are still sacrificing their lives today. So
we nust do what we can to honor our veterans.

| say aye to the resol ution.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Harckham for
this really inportant resolution. This is one of
t hese nice nonments in this chanber when there's
not a partisan bone in here. W get to speak
about heroes.

And t hank you for doing what you
did, signing up to save people that you never
nmet, that you didn't know and woul d never know,
but you signed up anyway, and you saved them
And you saved our country during that.

So | want to thank you for that.
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want to thank you for never forgetting what this
country is supposed to be, and those ideals. And
you carry it out every single day.

So | just want to say, fromthe
bottom of ny heart, thank you. W can't forget
you.

And Senat or Harckham and al so
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on and Assenbl ynenber Dai s
over in the other chanber have spoken about a
canpaign to end veteran poverty. And so many of
our vets live in poverty. So many of our vets
can't make ends nmeet. And | think that's
atrocious for people who literally have laid
their lives down for strangers.

So we have to do better, not just in
this chanber but in every statehouse around the
country to make sure that people who have paid
the ultimate sacrifice, and their famlies, are
able to be taken care of.

Thank you for your service. Thank
you for your existence. And thank you for your
bravery.

| vote aye on the resol ution,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you.

Senat or Tedi sco on the resol ution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today, as we sal ute our Vietnam
veterans, | think by extension we have to
remenber all the men and wonen: | call themthe
best, the brightest, the nost courageous fighting
force for good in the world, the nmen and wonen of
the United States arned forces.

And we' ve tal ked about our heroes.
The men and wonen here are our heroes. And |
t hi nk of ny dad, who was Tech Sergeant Ni chol as
Tedi sco, who served in Helleni {ph}, New Guinea,
in Wrld war 11.

And today | al so had the opportunity
to thank one of my constituents. He's fromthe
44t h Senatorial District. He's Airman
First Class JimWndt. And we had a nice
di scussi on about his service, and | thanked him
and showed hi m appreci ati on.

But we al so tal ked about the fact --
and it has been mentioned here -- it seens two
different canps grow in any war or battle: This

is a good war, or this is a bad war. And | think
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we'll agree there are no good wars. People die
in war. Anmericans die in war. Qur enemes die
in war.

So when they canme back and they said
this was a bad war, well, there nay be
necessities for wars. And we can debate the
necessity for a war. But we can never say our
men and wormen served and put their lives on the
line and left their famlies because it was a
good war or a bad war.

They didn't cut and run. They
didn't cut and run. Their country said our
freedomand |liberty in sonme way, or those of
ot hers that we respect so nmuch, is on the line.
And they served. Now, in the back of their mnd
t hey may have thought, | don't think I should be
here. | don't think this is a necessity.

But the United States of Anerica and
what it stands for, and what we fought to build
here fromthe very begi nning of our
Foundi ng Fat hers, they believed in so nmuch that
t hey said, Those who are in our governnment who
sent us here, we're going to go to protect this
great nation and to protect freedomand |iberty.

And | think we have to show
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tremendous respect for that, because that's why
we have and live in the greatest and freest
nation in the world.

A lot of other countries who were
born with these inalienable rights, maybe they
have a great docunent there, they have their own
constitution, they have their own type of
decl arati on of independence -- but they don't
live the freedons and liberties we do in this
nation at the highest level of | believe any
group of individuals in any part of the world.

So today | thank Airman First C ass
Jimwendt. | thank all those Vietnam veterans
here who said, | can make any decision | want
about that, but nmy country and what it stands for
is sonething I'mwilling to put ny life on the
line for.

And | thank you all -- past, present
and future -- and if Dad is watching, | thank him
for giving me the life |I've had here. And | show
the appreciation for all you've done for us.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Fahy on the resol ution.
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SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| see a couple of old friends up in
the gallery, so | just want to join ny coll eagues
in paying this extraordinary tribute to such
extraordi nary, extraordi nary nen and wonen t hat
|"ve had the privilege of getting to know over
the | ast good few years.

|"mal so old enough to renmenber when
our country did not give the wel com ng,
especially to our Vietnamveterans. And so | do
think it is so inmportant that we continue to show
our extraordinary gratitude, to make anends, if
you will, for the times when we didn't show that
extraordi nary gratitude.

So it's wonderful to see
Servi cenen Marinello and LoPorco. And | just
need to add the -- what's so remarkabl e about
them as well as so nany other veterans is that
t hey come back and they keep serving. So it is
enbodied in their very being, this service before
sel f.

And it's sonething that I'mso glad
that we are honoring here today, because | think

it's sonething that all of us need to be rem nded
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of . That what has made this country what it is
i s because of those who have served in such an
incredi bly selfless way, but they really enbody
this spirit of service before self. And they
come back and continue to serve the conmunity in
such an extraordinary variety of ways.

So | too amin their debt and do
stand here with deep, deep, appreciation.

| thank our coll eague
Senat or Harckham for bringing this resolution to
the floor.

Thank you. Wth that, I'min
support, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First let ne thank Senator Harckham
for continuing this what | believe to be very
important tradition, especially here in the
New York State Senate.

Senat or Bail ey tal ked about the fact
that today we're all together, and we ought to be

proud. And he's right. [I'mgoing to rem nd you
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of a few nore reasons why every nenber in this
Senat e shoul d have special pride in this day.

And why New Yor kers shoul d be especially proud of
Vi et nam Vet er ans Day.

When | was first elected here, | was
approached by a Staten Island Vi etnam veteran
named Lester Modelowitz. He cane to ne and said,
"We're trying to establish Vietnam Veterans Day
here in New York and across the nation, and we're
neeting a lot of resistance. Wuld you wite the

bill?"

And of course | did. | cane in --
|"mnot sure if everyone's aware, | canme in -- ny
class, if you will, I had the privilege of com ng

inwith Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins and ny
brot her Senator Giffo.

And as Senator Bailey alluded, when
we wote this bill we cane together inmediately,
and we worked together. And we | obbied our
col | eagues in this body, and it wasn't hard to
do. W talked to our friend in the Assenbly.
Assenbl yman Matt Titone carried the bill there.

W spoke to the Governor,

t hen- Gover nor Paterson, and we convi nced him

And we did it together. There were no
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Republ i cans, there were no Denocrats. There were
friends, there were coll eagues, there were people
who recogni zed that a wong was done and we
needed to do sonething about it.

So as you know, on March 29, 1973 --
just a little background, why did we do it this
way -- the | ast conbat troops came hone from
Vietnam And as has been said -- it's an
understatenment to say they weren't treated well.
They were treated horribly. What happened at
t hat nonment and thereafter was shameful on behalf
of the so many in this country that just were
lost in the way they treated them

So we wote that law, it was passed
here, passed in the Assenbly, Governor Paterson
signed it, and the foll ow ng year, in 2009, the
first Vietnam veterans cel ebration occurred on
Staten Island. W then, this body, many who are
not here anynore, a few of us are, we then
| obbi ed other states to do the sane. W had
Rol I'i ng Thunder assist us. Legislative bodies
fromaround the country reached out to us to talk
about it. And one by one, states across the |and
did the sane thing.

Finally, on March 28, 2017
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President Trunp signed the Vietnam War Vet erans
Recognition Act. And so now it is the law of the
land in Anerica.

You know, 2.7 mllion U S. soldiers
served in-country during the war. Mre than
6 mllion served in other capacities. Mire than
60,000 U.S. soldiers lost their lives. | nmean,

t hi nk about that nunber: 60,000 U S. soldiers
lost their |ives.

| do an event every year on
Staten Island, we do a collage of the
Staten |slanders who lost their lives. And as |
get ol der, the photos get younger.

And what you see is that the people
who fought for us -- remenber, put the politics
asi de, put the war aside, even. Those Anericans
sacrificed and lost their lives to stand up for
that flag and everything it represents.

And when we do this cerenony and |
| ook at this video that my staff prepares, with
the hel p of the Vietnam Veterans Chapter of
Staten Island, they were 18 years ol d,

Majority Leader -- eighteen-year-old dare | say
kids. I'mold, | can say it.

When | was young and bei ng taught
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about the Vietnam veterans' war by the adults

that had the responsibility to do it, | didn't
hear anything good about the veterans. | didn't.
I'ma child of the '70s. In fact, | heard

everyt hing bad. You would have thought that

we -- they didn't serve honorably, courageously,
bravely, effectively, successfully. And that's a
lie.

W all know the major battles -- the
Battle of la Drang, the Battle of Khe Sanh, the
Tet offensive, Hanburger HIl, Easter offensive.
You know what they all have in common? The
Aneri can sol diers won every single battle, the
maj or battles and the mnor battles. They won
every battle they were sent in to fight.

You know, President Kennedy sent the
first troops in, we now know he had no mnd to
escalate. N xon ultimtely ended it. Johnson,
Presi dent Johnson escalated it. |In nmy opinion,

m smanaged it. But none of those, whether you
liked the president, didn't |like the president,
liked the war, didn't |ike the war, none of those
things were ever legitinmate, honest excuses to
hate the troops. And that's what happened.

So Madam Leader, Majority Leader,
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why did we do this? You renenber. People cane
to us and said, Wll, we have Veterans Day.
Newspaper outlets said, Wiy do we need this day?

The answer was sinple. Sonething
di fferent and shanmeful happened to these troops
when they canme hone. W've all tal ked about it.
Thanks to whatever. The craziness of the tine,
crazi ness which we see revisiting.

We had Hol | ywood elites, it's easy
fromtheir towers to say what they said at the
time. You had warped, in ny opinion, politicians
not saying the right things. You had scurril ous
nmenbers of academ a really preaching the hate.
You can go back, you can read all about it. You
could see it.

| renenber as a kid seeing
Jane Fonda on an anti-aircraft gun pointed up in
t he sky neant to shoot 21-year-old American
flyers out of the sky. [It's hard to believe, but
t hen again, you | ook out the wi ndow today, it's
easy to believe.

So we did it because sonething
di fferent happened, and we needed to do somet hi ng
about it. M faith teaches nme that when you do

somet hi ng wrong, you should have contrition, that
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you shoul d resurrect good from darkness. And |
think that's what this does.

| think we need to educate. By
having this day, we rem nd our fellow Americans,
especially our young fell ow Amrericans, this
shoul d never happen again. And we do that a | ot
in this chanber with various things.

And | think, nost of all, it allows
us every single year to say thank you. Thank you
for your sacrifice. Thank you to our troops.
Thank you to our veterans.

And as Senator Harckham and ny
col | eagues have already said: Wl cone hone,
wel cone hone, wel cone hone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Leader Stewart-Cousins to close.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

And, you know, when | cane out there
were maybe two or three nanes on the |ist who
were going to speak about the Vietnam War
veterans and what they nmean to us and to this
chanber.

And of course as people got up and
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spoke, nore and nore wanted to nmake sure that

t here was no question about how we as a

chanber -- we who are the beneficiaries of your
sacrifice, your bravery and your courage -- feel
about you and what you've sacrificed.

So | amglad that you' ve taken the
time out of your busy schedule to indul ge us as
we thank you, welconme you back, and |let you know
that the history of what you fought for, who you
fought for, and how you were treated is
acknow edged by the people who, again, sit in
t hese chanbers because of your courage.

Last week we had cadets from
West Point, and it's hard to | ook at these young
peopl e, know ng that who knows what battle
they'Il go into, especially at a time like this,
and not think about what we already know to be
true. War is hell. It's ugly. A lot of tinmes
peopl e sent people to do things that they think
m ght be a good idea, and people |ike you are
left to bring the valor, to put everything on the
I ine, and hope you survive.

| want to thank Senator Lanza for
bri ngi ng back the history of how this day cane.

And yes, we were in the sane class together. And
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it was an easy vote for everyone. And it was
easy for me because | have had the privil ege of
being a child in a mlitary famly.

My dad was a World War |1 veteran:
Purple Heart, Bronze Star. And again, he served
in a segregated Arny. And when he canme hone, he
came back to a segregated country. He wasn't
t hanked. He didn't care. He knew that his
service was inportant.

My brother is a Vietnam War vet,
Marine. And he cane back, he wasn't wel coned
back either.

So it is aprivilege to be part of a
body that recognizes how inportant it is that we
have people in this country who, despite what the
chattering cl asses say, despite what the masses
m ght say, still have enough fidelity to this
country and its ideals to show up. And | thank
you for that.

| want to thank Senator Harckham for
al ways sponsoring this day and bringing this
resolution forward. And | also want to give a
shout out to the chair of our Veterans Conmittee,
Senat or Jessica Scarcel |l a- Spanton, to who also is

t he ranker, Senator Ashby, and all of the
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veterans here, and say especially to our

Vi etnam veterans -- | know there's nmany from
Yonkers. You know, Raise your hand, |let ne know.
Yonkers in the house? No? Yes? Over there.
There you go. Ch, thank you.

But | know that you represent so
many who couldn't be here for all those reasons.
If you're like ny brother, you' re not |ooking for
accol ades. He's like, I know, so nany people --
t he 60,000 that Senator Lanza referred to, so
many were his friends. He served with them The
fact that he survived was al nost good enough for
hi m

And | know the hum ity of those who
serve. The fact that you survived, the fact that
you're here, the fact that you could enjoy days
wi th your | oved ones, serving your conmunity,
that's al nost enough gratitude.

But we are here to tell you that we
know that it's never enough. And the conm tnent

to continue to honor our servicenen and -wonmen is

alive and well in this chamber.
You will always be wel come here.
You will always be wel conme back. And we will

continue to push forward the policies that allow
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not only you, but the next generation of those
who woul d devote the full neasure to our

l'i beration and our freedom as Anericans, to also
enj oy the sane.

Wel comre back. And thank you so much
for being here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Leader Stewart- Cousins.

To our Vi etnam veterans, thank you
for your service. Thank you for your sacrifice.
We appreciate you. W say wel cone hone.

On behal f of the Senate, we extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of this
house. Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

Vel cone hone.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation; cheers.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| believe that resolution was previously adopt ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
January 21st.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to

anot her previously adopted resol ution,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1816

Resol ution 1555, by Senator O Mara. Pl ease read
that resolution's title and recogni ze
Senat or O Mar a.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1555, by
Senat or O Mara, honoring Investigator M chae
Theet ge of the Chemung County Sheriff's Ofice
upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of the Order of the Blue Heart Award from
Wunded Bl ue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara on the resol ution.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to honor I|nvestigator
M chael Theetge of the Chenung County Sheriff's
Departnment, Crimnal |nvestigation Division.

I n keeping with our |ongstanding
tradition of recogni zi ng exceptional service,
this legislative body is proud to honor
| nvesti gator Theetge as the recipient of the
O der of the Blue Heart Award from Wunded Bl ue,
t he nati onal organization supporting

| aw enforcenent officers injured or disabled on
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t he j ob.

He was al so presented earlier today
with the 2026 New York State Senate Commendati on
Award for his courage and dedication to our
comunity.

| nvesti gator Theetge has served with
distinction for nore than 14 years, exenplifying
courage, professionalism and an unwaveri ng
commtment to public safety.

Tragically, tw years ago, on
March 29th, he sustained a severe
near-1life-ending on-duty injury while
appr ehendi ng a suspect.

Chasi ng the suspect across a parKking
lot, a getaway car pulled up. Investigator
Theet ge tackled the perpetrator onto the hood of
t hat vehicle. The driver accel erated across the
parking | ot and turned sharply, throw ng
| nvesti gator Theetge and the perpetrator to the
pavenent of the parking |ot.

He ended up with a fractured skull,
a brain bleed, and nmultiple injuries and
fractures to virtually every section of his
spine -- cervical, thoracic, and | unbar.

He required extensive
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hospitalization and rehabilitation, and in fact
just recently has undergone several spine
surgeries to get himto where he is today.

| nvestigator, please rise. The
investigator is joined here by his wife Patri ce.
They are the parents of two boys, four and seven.

The evening of this injury, Patrice
was told by the doctors, "Say goodbye." Well, he
survived. And about a week later, started com ng
out of a coma. And at that point the doctors
told Patrice, "He's never going to wal k. Be
prepared for that."

He's wal ki ng today. He's anobngst
us, and he wants to return to the job that he
| oves. And currently on a 207C disability, he
still wants to conme back, when he's able, to
this, with his injuries.

Beyond his role in investigation, he
served as conmander of the Chenmung County SWAT
Team providing | eadership for high-risk
operations. He's been an instructor, training
t he next generation of |aw enforcenent officers.
And he was the first drug recognition expert in
hi s departnment, earning the highest grade-point

average in his training class.
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He served on the New York State
Threat Assessnment Managenent System Team hel pi ng
to safeguard schools and | ocal businesses. As
presi dent of the Deputy Sheriffs Union, elected
by his peers, he has earned the respect and
confidence of all who served al ongsi de him

Ther ef ore, Madam Presi dent, as
| nvesti gator Theet ge enbodies integrity, courage
and selfless service, his dedication has left an
enduring inpact on the Chermung County Sheriff's
O fice, our conmunity, and the people of this
great state.

It is ny honor to ask this
| egi slative body to pause in its deliberations to
commend | nvestigator M chael Theetge for his
out st andi ng service, |eadership, and comm t nment
to public safety, and to extend himall the
courtesies and privileges of the house.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

And t hank you, Investigator Theetge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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And t hank you, Senator O Mara, for
bringing forth this resolution.

To I nvestigator Theetge, | think
told you earlier that "'malso a retired
| aw enforcenent agent with the NYPD, of 27 years.
| feel conpelled to stand up here and thank you
for laying down the sacrifices that you did.

And that's all | wanted to say. |
know how fast things can turn south out on the
street, and | thank you fromthe bottom of ny
heart .

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

To I nvestigator Theetge, thank you
for your service. W w sh you the very best of
heal t h.

| wel come you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease conti nue standi ng and be
recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

resol uti on was adopted on February 10t h.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1794, by
Senator Ranpbs. Please read that title and
recogni ze Senator RanoDs.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1794, by
Senat or Ranps, commenorating the
115t h Anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwai st
Factory Fire on March 25, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

When we tal k about New York, we
often talk about its skyline, its energy, and its
prom se. And all of that is nade possible by
wor kers.

On March 25, 1911, New York was
forced to confront what happens when those
wor kers are treated as di sposable. A hundred and
forty-six people lost their lives at the
Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire, nostly young

i mm grant wonmen, seanstresses, workers who showed
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up to do their jobs and never made it hone.

They were trapped, doors were
| ocked, safety was ignored, and profit was pl aced
above peopl e.

That tragedy was not inevitable. It
was a failure of responsibility. But what
followed matters just as much. Workers
organi zed, fam lies demanded accountability, and
this state made a choice. W passed |laws. W
strengt hened protections. W began to say
clearly that the dignity of work is not
negoti abl e.

That is the | egacy of the
Triangle Fire -- not just what happened, but what
we chose to do about it. Because history does
not nmove on its own. It noves when peopl e decide
t hat things nust change and that responsibility
now bel ongs to us.

Today, the details may | ook
different, but the question is the same. Today
many of the workers nost vul nerable to
exploitation are still immgrants. The Irish and
Eastern European immgrants of that era are the
Central Anerican, South Anerican, and

African immgrants of today: People who cone
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here to work, to build, to care for their

famlies and who too often are nade to feel

invisible or afraid to speak up when sonething is

wWr ong.

The conditions may | ook different
than they did in 1911, but the underlying
guestion has not changed. Wuo is protected and
who is left exposed?

Honoring those workers nmeans nore
than renmenbrance. It means doi ng the work,
enforcing our |abor |aws, strengthening safety
standards, protecting inmgrant workers, nmaking
sure that no one has to choose between their
l'ivelihood and their life.

Because the pronise of New York has
never been abstract. It is that if you work
hard, you can live with dignity. And that
prom se only holds true if we are willing to
uphold it.

Today we renenber those 146 workers
and we recommt ourselves to the responsibility
their lives demand of us, to make sure no worker
in New York is ever treated as expendabl e again

Thank you, Madam President. | vote

aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today we nust nmark a sol emmn
anni versary, one that continues to demand our
consci ence and our actions. And though we gather
here in Al bany, the echos of that day in 1911
still reach us, rem nding us that what happened
in a factory in New York City was not distant
fromgovernnment, but a failure of it.

Young i mm grant women, workers
whose | abor powered a growing city, were net not
with protection but with peril. Locked out doors
becane death sentences. Snoke becane testinony.
And fromthe horror rose a demand this nation
could no I onger ignore, that workers are not
di sposabl e, that wonen are not invincible, and
that immgrants are no strangers to the Anerican
story -- they are central to it.

And this tragedy forced the country
to confront the brutal costs of exploitation. It
awakened a consci ence that hel ped shape | abor

protections we now consider fundanental. First,
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a safer workplace. The right to organize. The
dignity of the weekend. The prom se of

Soci al Security. These were not gifts, they were
victories carved fromgrief, courage, and

col | ective struggle.

And so this resolution is not only
about renmenbrance, it is about responsibility.

At a time when imrgrants are still vilified,
where | abor is too often deval ued, and when

har d-won protections are treated as negoti abl e,
we are rem nded that progress is never permanent
unl ess we defend it.

To honor the Triangle workers is not
a | ook back, but is a stand-guard to ensure that
no workers are ever trapped between a paycheck
and their safety, and that no doors are ever
| ocked agai nst justice again.

Menory is not passive, it is a
mandate fromthose who perished -- for the
novenent they ignited, and for the future we are
dut y- bound to protect.

| vote aye on this resolution

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1826

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you to Senator Ranpbs for this
i mportant resol ution.

l"mgoing to look at this through a
different lens. And | often speak about how I' I
| ook at things through the |ens of ny children.
And t his past weekend ny daughter, ny ol dest
daughter, G ada, we were speaking about this
because she's | earning about this in school.

And so when | realized this
resol uti on was com ng on today, | sent her a
nmessage and | said, Hey, can you tell ne what is
it that you got fromthere?

And she gave ne sonme facts that she
sent. This is ny l1ll-year-old daughter, and these
are her exact words: The fire killed 146 people
and was one of the deadliest workplace accidents
in the history of New York City. Al but 17 of
t he dead people were wonen, nost of them
immgrants | ooking for a better life in the
G | ded Age.

"Il stop right there for a second,

and see the parallel of people comng to this
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country to seek prosperity, to seek positivity.
And by virtue of unfair and unethical working
conditions, their lives were taken.

This fire started on the 8th floor,
and people were oblivious to the fire because of
the |l oud equi pment. And due to the poor worKking
conditions, there was no way of escaping.

After the fire, the Factory
| nvesti gati ng Comm ssion was created and held 59
public hearings, listened to 472 w tnesses, and
the information in storage filled over
7,000 pages.

It's really inportant that sonetines
we don't realize the gravity of what we do and
how li ke history in the context of what we do is
really inmportant. Yes, it's ny -- |I'm speaking
about ny 1l1-year-old daughter, who |I'mincredibly
proud is | earning about the |abor novenent and
social equity and social justice.

But what we do on this floor and
what we do for the people of the great State of
New York, we should always be proud of it, that
these are things that will stand the test of
time. And we have to make sure that people

under stand how t hat happened, why it happened,
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and be resolved that we never permt this to
happen agai n.

Workers' rights are incredibly, you
know, inportant. They're crucial. And we need
to |l et people have decent lives, we need to be
able to l et people work in respect, decency, and
to have them have great working conditions.

So for those reasons, | support this
resolution. And |I'mthankful to ny daughter
Cki ada for having, you know, the prescience, so
to speak, to be able to have had this | esson.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Ryan on the resol ution.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you to Senator Ranps for
bringing this up, our esteened Labor chair.
Thank you.

So | just want to nake -- today we
remenber those 146 workers, but | want to make
sure that we all know that this fire and this
tragedy did not go without not just consequence,

and make sure that their sacrifice wasn't just in
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vain, and it becane a real turning point in a
fight for workers and workpl ace safety.

The Triangle Fire exposed the
dangerous conditions faced by workers in the
early 20th century. W heard of | ocked doors,
unsafe exits -- they didn't even have fire
escapes -- overcrowded factories.

But this tragedy led to the outrage
that led to reforns, including stronger workpl ace
safety standards, fire codes, and | abor
protections.

The Triangle factory tragedy
directly inpacted the creation of workers' rights
organi zations, |labor |aws that paved the way for
OSHA, Cccupational Safety and Health
Adm ni stration.

In response to the tragedy, New York
State | aunched a Factory Investigati on Commi ssion
whi ch conducted an in-depth inspections of
i ndustrial workplaces. Their findings led to at
| east 30 new | abor |aws, setting a precedent for
state and federal reforns.

You know, the fire al so hel ped fuel
nmonmentum for child |abor |aws, setting m nimm

wor k ages, and set mnimunms or maxi nuns for young
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wor kers and their hours.

You know, although we have made
great strides in workplace safety, unfortunately
t oday, nore than ever, |abor rights are under
threat. As a 28-year card-carrying union nenber,
| abor advocate, |abor |eader, you know, you have
to understand that these fights and these issues
are not behind us.

As a | awraker, | believe we have a
responsibility to always stand with workers, not
corporations that put profits over safety. W
must ensure as | awnakers that history does not
repeat itself in the manner that this tragedy
happened.

No worker -- Senator Ranpbs said it,
no wor ker should ever have to risk their life to
earn a |living.

So on this 115th anniversary, | want
to reaffirmny commtnent to protecting workers,
ensuring safe workpl aces, and strengthening | abor
laws. And | certainly invite nmy coll eagues to do
t he sane.

Thank you very nuch. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you.
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Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Ranos, for
i ntroducing this resolution.

| rise to support it, to commenorate
the 115th anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwai st
Factory Fire, and to honor the individuals,
146 wor kers, whose |lives were |lost, nost of them
young wonen and girls, largely Italian and
Jewi sh i nmgrants

This past January | had the honor of
receiving the Clara Lemich Public Service Award
fromthe Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire
Menorial, a scholarship fund which provides
schol arships to the children of workers who are
killed or injured on the job.

An award carrying the | egacy of
Clara Lemich, a fearless |abor |eader and a
wonman, | woul d note, who organi zed garnent
wor kers and demanded fair wages and humane
wor ki ng condi ti ons, despite physical attacks,
intimdation, and attenpts to silence her by
factory owners, she persisted. And in 1909,

ironically, she inspired 20,000 garnent workers
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to go on strike, which lasted till 1910 and
resulted in better wages and worki ng conditions
for the nenbers of |LGA.

But unfortunately and tragically,
the owners of the factory for the Triangle Fire
did not participate in the industry agreenent.
And as a result, in 1911 those 146 peopl e di ed.

| think there's a |l esson to be
| earned there. W enact |laws in response to
this, as ny coll eagues have said. But we demand
t hat enployers follow these | aws. And whet her
it's a voluntary agreenent or a requirenment by
statute, we are here today to say these are not
optional, as ny coll eagues have said. These are
not "if you can."” These are nandatory
requi renents that they are followed to protect
our nei ghbors, our workers, and so many of our
i mm grant workers in this nonment as they were not
foll owed then

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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As the ranker on the Senate Labor
Committee, | rise in support of the resol ution.
It is incredibly inmportant to recognize the
Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire was a sem nal
nmonment, not just in the history of New York State
but in the history of this country.

For those who are unfamliar with
the story, though I think nmost in this roomare,
the fire in the shirtwaist factory occupied the
8th to 10th floors of that building. Exit doors
were | ocked to prevent workers fromtaking
unaut hori zed breaks and prevent theft. There
were no sprinklers in the building. The fire
escape, the one fire escape that they had -- and
there was a question as to whether it was
properly secured to the building or not --
twisted in the heat of the fire, making sure that
that could not be used as an escape route.

And unabl e to escape the grow ng
i nferno, people resorted to trying to clinmb down
el evator shafts, only to fall to their deaths in
t hose shafts. People junped out w ndows, falling
to their deaths. |In total, 146 victins, ranking
in age from14 to 43 years old, lost their lives.

But the response was incredibly
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important. The response pronpted not only the
nodern | abor novenent, but the response pronpted
so many | egislative changes that brought
attention to the plight of workers and the safety
of workers, but also brought actual, tangible
results.

Frances Perkins, who was a W tness
to the fire, actually advanced |egislation as
part of the ILGA and the Cormittee on Public
Safety that they forned, which actually created
the 54-hour bill limting the nunber of work
hours that could be worked in a week, was
instrumental in the New York State Legislature's
creation of the Factory Investigating Commttee.

And they started with the issue of
fire safety. That conmittee produced 64 bills
recommendati ons, 60 of which were actually
enacted by this body. Everything that we take
for granted today, from nodern |labor laws to
bui | di ng access and egress, fireproofing
requi renents, availability of fire extinguishers,
the installation of alarmsystens, autonatic
sprinkler systenms, were all the result,
ultimately, of this particular fire.

Uni ons fought for better working
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conditions. Utimtely it led to the creation of
el evator regul ations, nodern fire codes, the
nodern New York State industrial code, and
ultimately OSHA regul ations. As Frances Perkins
becane the comm ssioner of |abor here in New York
State, enacting that first industrial code, under
t he Roosevelt adm nistration, and then wound up
becom ng the first femal e cabinet secretary in
the history of the United States, as the

United States comm ssioner of |abor, enacting

t hose first OSHA standards.

Today is not only a day to renenber
the 146 lives that were lost, but it's also an
opportunity to recogni ze that those lives were
not lost in vain, and that the fight does
conti nue.

We have a responsibility in this
chanber and across our country to ensure that
wor kpl ace safety, not only in private industry,
but even in our own state facilities, is
paranmount. And let's use this as an opportunity
to recommtt ourselves to that effort.

Thank you, Madam President. And |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you to Senator Ranps for
this truly inportant resol ution.

One hundred fifteen years ago, this
tragedy happened. But the feelings that we have
retelling the stories, the enotions that we exude
in putting ourselves in that place, it's -- it
really is alot. And it can nake you enotional.
It should nmake you enotional. And it should make
you determ ned to make sure it never happens
agai n.

And everyone had said a great piece
about the changes that we did. And
Senat or Ranpbs, even after her speech, shared that
our fire trucks, now the | adders had to extend to
certain heights because during that fire they
could only get to the second floor and they

couldn't get into the building to save the

peopl e.

So on this 115th anniversary, | too
recommt nyself. Because still workers are
wor ki ng i n dangerous conditions. Still we don't
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have the the proper safety neasures. And stil
dignity is being fought to nake sure that every
wor ker can survive in their job and continue to
live dignified lives.

So I"'mtruly grateful for this
resolution, and | thank Senator Ranpbs for
bringing it to the floor today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 24t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to previously adopted Resolution 1664, by
Senators Gallivan and Zellner, read its title,
and begin by calling on Senator Gallivan, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1664,
by Senator Gallivan, nmourning the death of
Jonat han A. Dandes, president of Rich Basebal
Operations, inductee of the Buffal o Baseball Hal
of Fanme, and devoted nenber of his community.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Gal livan on the resol ution.
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SENATOR GALLI VAN: | rise,

Madam Presi dent, to honor the extraordinary life
and | egacy of Jonathan A. Dandes, a nan who

t ouched countless lives in Western New York and
whose spirit continues to inspire.

Born in Queens, he chose Buffal o as
his home over 50 years ago, and was a person
whose conm tnent to excell ence, conpassion for
ot hers, and unwavering integrity set himapart as
a true | eader and friend.

Hi s dedication to his work, his
comunity, and his famly -- Marcy, Leo and
Lisette, Arin and Adam Luca and Lief, was
evident in everything he did. John approached
every challenge with humlity and determ nation
al ways seeking to lift those around him

Hi s ki ndness knew no bounds.

Whet her nentoring, volunteering, or befriending,
he showed us the power of enpathy, generosity,
and community m ndedness. Countl ess people in
West ern New York have been the beneficiary of
John's good deeds and are forever grateful for
the ways he enriched their lives and our
comunity.

John was a Buffal o Basebal
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Hal | of Famer and |ong-tinme president of
Ri ch Basebal |l Operations. He was instrunental in
t he desi gn and opening of then Pilot, now
Sahl en Fi el d.

H s community services were vast.
He served as the chair of numerous organi zations,
including the Ralph C. Wlson & More Children's
Museum the Shea's Performng Arts Center, the
Buf fal o Ni agara Partnership, the Buffal o Zoo, the
Erie County Medical Center, Visit Buffalo
Ni agara, and the Upstate New York Transpl ant
Servi ces Foundation. He was al so a past
presi dent of the New York State Restaurant
Associ ati on.

A | ong-surviving kidney transpl ant
reci pient, he was the director of the
Nat i onal Ki dney Foundation. And as a
1974 University of Buffal o graduate, he was the
| ongest -serving nenber of the UB Council. In
2017, the Buffal o News naned John an outstandi ng
citizen of Western New York

John had an uncanny ability to bring
peopl e together, to forge bonds and to rem nd us
all, through his good exanple, of the inportance

of community. His legacy is not only in the work
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he acconplished, but in the hearts he touched and
the lives he changed.

As John's daughter Arin recently
said, "If he made nenories at the Bisons,
Canal si de, Quter Harbor, Shea's, Explore & Mre,
and nore, then he touched your life in sone way."

As we cel ebrate and honor the
remarkable Iife of a true community | eader, we
would all do well to carry forward his val ues and
honor him by striving to emulate his good
exanpl e.

It is ny great privilege,

Madam Presi dent, to present and support this
resol uti on honoring one of the finest people
Western New York has ever seen, ny dear friend
Jonat han A. Dandes.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Zellner on the resolution.

SENATOR ZELLNER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Gallivan.

Unli ke Senator Ryan's father, |I'm

pretty sure John's famly is watching this right
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now. | want to thank themfor all they've done
for our conmmunity in |oaning himto us.

This resolution is about the kind of
i npact one person can have on a comunity over
time. And Senator Gallivan has already said a
| ot about John's contributions to our conmunity.

But what stands out to ne is how
people in Buffal o experienced that inpact -- not
through the titles he had, but through what he
hel ped create, a downtown bal | park that brought
life back into a city, a place where famlies
gat her, where nenories are nade, and where you
feel a sense of pride in our city.

And beyond that, he showed up,
across our cultural institutions and across our
heal t hcare systens and organi zations. He stayed
i nvol ved, and he stayed commtted. And that
matters, especially for his famly. Because we
t hink about his famly, especially Leo and Arin
and his grandchil dren.

Hi s | egacy is sonething that our
entire community can see and feel. It's in
Buffalo, it's in the places he helped build, in
the community he hel ped strengthen. That's

sonmething |l asting, and that's sonething
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nmeani ngf ul .

And | join ny colleagues in
extendi ng ny condol ences to his famly and vote
aye on this resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 5t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| et's open today's resol utions for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | have a notion
here.

On behal f of Senator Harckham on
page 29 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar 532, Senate Print 9020B, and ask that
said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

anendnents are received, and the bill will retain
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its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
116, Senate Print 3443, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
327, Senate Print 3758, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 327, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Martins, Mattera,
Murray, Ott, Rhoads, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
330, Senate Print 6475, by Senator Cleare, an act
to anend the Public Housing Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
333, Senate Print 6970, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
348, Senate Print 8276, by Senator Harckham an

act to anmend the Public O ficers Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 348, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
438, Senate Print 70, by Senator Kavanagh, an act
to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 438, voting in the negative
are Senators Ashby, Borrello,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
468, Senate Print 5177, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
470, Senate Print 8357, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the State Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 470, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
471, Senate Print 3518, by Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act in relation to
establishing the Fentanyl Abuse and Overdoese
Prevention Task Force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
484, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4677B, by
Assenbl ynmenber Jackson, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2028.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
497, Senate Print 900, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Local Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
502, Senate Print 7677A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to amend the Town Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
566, Senate Print 413, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Obligations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 566, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison,
Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k. Also
Senat or Ashby.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Baseball Opening Day,
Thur sday, March 26th, at 11:00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Let's
go, Mets!

On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Thursday, March 26th, at
11: 00 a. m

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

5:02 p.m)
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