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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Reverend Dr. Darren M Morton, of
Macedoni a Bapti st Church in Mount Vernon,

New York, will deliver today's invocation.

REVEREND DR. MORTON: Let us al
pray.

Fat her God, we conme, we thank You
for this day. W thank You for everything that
You have done and everything that You will do in
our lives. W thank You, God, for the new
nmerci es of each and every day.

God, we thank You for this here,
this Senate. W ask now, Cod, that You will
bl ess each and every one who transacts business
on behalf of the New York State residents.

God, we ask that You bless not only
t he chanbers, but You bl ess each individual and

bl ess their constituents.
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God, that we will always continue to
do what is the responsibility of public servants,
and that is to serve Your people to the best of
our ability, that we may invoke all of the
ki ndness and the | ove but nost of all, God, that
we may provide the proper service to those people
whom You have put underneath the charge of these,
your | eaders.

This we ask in Thy precious nane,
anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 17, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, March 16,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.
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Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

On behal f of Senator Kavanagh, |
wish to call up Senate Print 1239E, recalled from
the Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
213, Senate Print 1239E, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will now call the roll on
reconsi derati on.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
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foll owi ng amendnents to make it an F print.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Webb for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb for an introduction.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise as the chair of the
Wnen's |Issues Conmttee in the Senate, and |
have the distinct honor and pl easure of
recogni zi ng our 2026 honorees for the New York
State Legislative Wonen's Caucus, as part of our
Wnen's H story Month continued commenorati on

Wnen's H story Month is nore than a
time to reflect on the past; it is a nonent to
recogni ze the living, breathing | egacy of wonen
whose | eadershi p continues to shape our
comunities every single day across our great
st at e.

In New York, that |egacy runs very
deep, fromthe early organizers of the suffrage

novenment who gathered in our state to denmand a
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voi ce in denocracy, to trailblazers like Shirley
Chi shol m Constance Baker Motl ey, |Ida Sanm s,
Rut h Bader G nsburg. Qur history is filled with
wonen who refused to accept the limts that
society tried to place on them

They chal | enged the status quo, they
broke barriers often that were glass and nost
certainly, in nost cases, brick ceilings, they
transforned institutions that once excluded them

The story of wonen's history is not
confined to textbooks or nonunents, it is
unfol ding right now in classroons, hospitals,
courtroons, small businesses, community
organi zations, and nost certainly in chanbers
i ke this one.

Across New York, wonen are | eading
in many spaces, advocating for comunities that
guite often go unheard. The women we honor today
represent that same spirit. They are educators,
advocat es, entrepreneurs, public servants, and
comunity buil ders. They are unstoppabl e | eaders
whose dedication represents the best of us
because they are commtted to inproving the |ives
of peopl e across our state.

Their work rem nds us that progress
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is never inevitable. It is built step-by-step by
peopl e who choose to speak out and nove their
conmuni ties forward.

Honoring these great |eaders that
are here today, it is inportant to not only
recogni ze them but it is also an opportunity we
have to ensure that the next generation sees what
| eadership | ooks like, for wonen and girls across
New Yor k understand that their voices belong in
every room where deci sions are mnade.

Here in the New York State Senate,
we have worked to carry that responsibility
forward by advanci ng policies that strengthen
wonen' s heal thcare, pronote econom c opportunity,
support famlies, and protect the fundanental
right to live and work free fromdi scrimnation

And so today as we cel ebrate and
honor wormen who have al ready nade an incredible
i npact, we want to thank all of our honorees for
t he exanple that you set, the differences that
you nmake in our comunities across this great
state. Not just this nonth, but every nonth, we
cel ebrate you

And so | am pl eased to be joi ned by

nmy honoree, Ms. Phoebe Brown, who served eight
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years as the Central New York coordinator for the
Al'liance of Families for Justice, supporting
famlies inpacted by incarceration and advocati ng
for reformof our crimnal justice system

She has commtted her life to public
service, and she reflects not only her conm tnent
to those who are nost vul nerable, but she is
sonmeone that makes Senate District 52 proud.

And she is also joined by nany ot her
i ncredi ble wonmen from across this great state
that my coll eagues have chosen as their
respective honorees. And their nanmes are:
El i ssa Montati, Candace Aguirre Holl ey,
Mayor Sharon Ownens, Nicola Arnmacost,
Denise Adivo, Dr. May Edward Chin,
Lorrai ne Stevens, Stacey Mva, Randi Shibin
Dresner, Stacy Pettigrew, Manna Jo G eene,
KimSmth, and Dr. April Aycock. And there are
many ot her honorees as well.

These are |ifel ong advocat es,
educat ors, el ecteds whose contributions are truly
what nmake us better. To all of our honorees, we
want you to know t hat what you do every single
day brings us great pride, and we thank you for

all you have done and what you will continue to
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do.
| also want to thank our

Senate Majority Leader, Senator Andrea

St ewart - Cousi ns, and of course our New York State

Legi sl ati ve Wonen's Caucus chair for not only
el evating this year's honorees, but also once
again comrenorating this inmportant nonth this
year and for nmany nore years to cone.

| proudly vote aye and al so ask for
our great |eader to acknow edge all of our
honorees here in the chanber today and extend
themthe privileges of the house.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now pl ease
recogni ze Senator Helmng for nore remarks from
the Mnority.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng for an introduction and remarKks.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.
As Senator Webb shared, earlier

today many of us had the opportunity to take part
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inatruly inspiring Legislative Wnen's Caucus
Wnen's H story Month cel ebration. One of the

hi ghlights of today was this afternoon's | uncheon
cel ebration where we heard about the remarkable
stories fromwnen fromall across the State of
New Yor k.

These wonen, as Senator Wbb sai d,
wer e busi ness owners, educators, healthcare
provi ders, public servants, passionate advocates.
They were not hers and grandnot hers, wonmen whose
tal ents, dedication and | eadership are naki ng our
comunities, making our state and our entire
nati on so nmuch stronger.

Each story we heard today was very
uni que, but | found that there was a common
thread. That was resilience, determ nation, and
a wllingness to lead, to not |et anything stand
in your way.

First thing this norning we had the
opportunity to nmeet with Governor Hochul, and she
tal ked about New York State being at the center
of the wonmen's rights novenment. Well, if
New York State is the center, the heart is the
Fi nger Lakes region, a region that | am so proud

to represent, and it's widely known as the
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bi rt hpl ace of the wonen's rights novenent.

And ny honoree is fromthe
Fi nger Lakes region and the birthplace of the
wonen's rights novenent. She's here today,
Stacey Mva. Her husband Tomis also here with
her. 1'mso proud to be able to honor Stacey in
this way. Stacey is a welder, a netal scul ptor
and snmal | businesses owner. She owns
| ronwood Studios in Livingston County.

She has built an incredibly
successful career in a field that's | ong been
dom nated by nmen. She's not only breaking
barriers, but she's hel ping so nany others to do
t he sane.

Stacey's netalwork is on display
t hroughout the Finger Lakes region. | had the
opportunity to be at one of her unveilings of
scul ptures in the Village of Churchville. | was
particularly noved by a piece that paid tribute
to suffragette Frances WIllard. Frances believed
t hat when wonen gai n i ndependence and
opportunity, our comrunities grow stronger.

That message still resonates very
strongly today, and it's one of the reasons why |

sel ected Stacey. Through her wel di ng wor kshops,
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St acey teaches wonen of all ages, mlitary
veterans, and individuals rebuilding their lives
to find the spark within thensel ves, to discover
strength, confidence, and new possibilities.
Stacey is not just shaping netal, she is hel ping
shape the future of so nany.

| just want to take a nonent too to
recogni ze Heather Ferrero. She's the deputy
di rector of planning for Livingston County. She
was noni nat ed by Assenbl yworman Andrea Bail ey.

| appreciate the tremendous work
that Heather is doing to protect and preserve the
Fi nger Lakes region.

Each of the wonmen recogni zed today
represents the very best of our state. And
today, to all of our honorees and to the wonen
across our state who every day |ead, serve, and
l[ift up others, you have our deepest respect and
our sincere appreciation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

To our worren honorees, we wel cone
you on behal f of the Senate. W extend to you

the privileges and courtesies of the house.
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Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Mason Kevin Parker for an introduction, please.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Mason and
Senat or Parker for an introduction.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President.

Many of you know ne as State Senator
Kevin Parker who represents the 21st District in
Br ookl yn, the chair of the Energy and
Tel ecommuni cati ons Conmittee and the
Seni or Assistant Majority Leader of the New York
State Senate.

But inny life outside of here, in
The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
the State of New York, | hold several other
titles. And today is Prince Hall Day.

And so |I'm al so known as Past Master
of Sons of Kings Lodge Nunber 123, current
Wort hy Patron of Sunshine Chapter Number 34.

amthe Illustrious Potentate of Abu Bekr Tenple
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Nunber 91, as well as the Captain of the Guard in
Mystic Tie Council Nunmber 8 of Royal and Sel ect
Masters, as well as the King in the Holy Royal
Arch Masons of the State of New York,
Mount Moriah Chapter Number 3, as well as being a
menber of Deborah Chapter in the Heroines of
Jericho and Mystic Tie Chapter Nunmber 3 in the
Ladies of the Circle of Perfection.

And so in that world, | have been
el evated to have an opportunity to work with a
group of people who are really amazi ng and
oftenti mes unsung. There is a mythol ogy about
Masonry generally, about it being a secret
society. And it's not really a secret society.
Right? Like we don't -- we have shirts and hats
that says we're Masons. Right? But it is a
soci ety of secrets.

And when you want to understand what
Masonry is, what we say it is is a beautiful
systemof norality veiled in allegory and
illustrated by synbols. But at base, it's a
fraternity and sorority and a charity. It is a
group of people who have gotten together in the
cause of mutual aid to support one another in

their daily trials and tribul ations.
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And they lift as they clinb by doing
all sorts of charity work. Probably the biggest
thing that you' ve seen Masonic comrunities do is
probably the Shriners Hospital, right?
Everybody's famliar with it, right? So even
t hough that's on the Shriners side, it is -- al
t hose fol ks are Masons as wel | .

But 1'm a nenber of The Most
Wor shi pful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the State
of New York, where |I'malso the chair of the
Cvic Action Committee. And today we're having
Prince Hall Day, and so we have nenbers of the
Prince Hall Society here.

And before | introduce them
qui ckly want to tell you who Prince Hall was.
Prince Hall was a man who was born in ensl avenent
in Boston and got his freedom and becane an
abolitionist. And he was trying to work to free
ot her people of African descent in Boston. You
know, in the md-1700s, right, before the
Anerican Revol uti on.

And what he found was that a | ot of
t he people who were in charge at that tinme were
Masons, so he sought to be a Mason to cone into

comon cause and to get into connection with
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t hose inportant people. And at that tine they
were not -- they would not rmake sonebody of
African descent a Mason

And so he finally found an Irish
mlitary |odge that on -- I'msure you'll I|ike
this date -- on March 6, 1775, which is actually
my and Senator Shelley Mayer's birthday -- well,
not 1775. We're a little bit after that.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR PARKER: But on March 6t h,
he and 14 others that we now lovingly refer to as
the Imortal 15 were initiated, passed and raised
to the sublinme degree of Master Mason. And after
a confluence of issues of things that kind of
went on, they becanme African Lodge Nunber 1, and
then | ater on becanme African Lodge Nunber 459.

And Prince Hall becones the patron
saint of that sector of Masons. And now you find
Masonic -- Prince Hall Masonic Lodges all over
the world. And here in New York State, we have a
very prom nent group of people.

And I'd Iike to ask all of the
Prince Hall Masons and the nmenbers of the
Eastern Stars to please rise and be recogni zed.

And here with us today is the
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Most Worshi pful Gand Master, Dr. Darren M
Morton, who is the conservator of Prince Hal
Masonry. We have the Deputy Grand Master,

Br ot her Jean Apol |l on; Brother Sandi no Sanchez,
who is the Junior G and Warden. W have

Brother Grant Valentine, who is the G and Wrthy
Patron. And |ast but certainly not |east, our
Grand Wrthy Matron, Sister Marsha Mack.

And | want to thank them for being
here. | want to thank themfor taking the tine
and, not seeing a robbery, to being engaged,
again, in the conmunities around this state.
There are probably very few districts represented
in this roomthat do not have a Prince Hal
Masoni ¢ Lodge, and if not a Prince Hall, a
Grand Lodge of the State of New York Lodge.

We have a nunber of people in this
chanber who are nenbers of Prince Hall, including
Senator Leroy Conrie. And -- well, Senator
Fer nandez, Nat halia Fernandez was | ooking for
who's been with us today.

And | really amthankful for this
body and for the openness as we've done this, to
t ake nmeetings, have conversations with their

constituents about sone of these issues. The
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things that the nmenbers of the Order of the
Eastern Star and the nenbers of the craft are
tal ki ng about are the sane day-to-day

bread- and-butter issues that we're concerned
about. Right? Affordability. W have a nunber
of vets in this organization, and providing
services for them nmaking sure that their civi
rights are held up, nmaking sure that we have

af f ordabl e housi ng and accessi bl e heal t hcare.

And so, you know, we work in comon
cause, and this work nust continue as anot her
i mportant group that does this work today.

And so thank you for the
recogni tion, and thank you for us for this
opportunity to be recognized by the New York
State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1734, by Senator H nchey, have its
title read, and call on Senator Hi nchey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1734, by
Senat or Hi nchey, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 15 through 21, 2026, as
Agriculture Wek in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hi nchey on the resol ution.

SENATCR HI NCHEY: No farms, no
food, M. President.

When fol ks think about agriculture,
they often picture tractors and rural areas. But
what agriculture is, is our food supply. That
makes New York agriculture one of the nost
i nportant things that we have a responsibility to
protect and support.

We have over 30,000 famly farns
that generate nearly $90 billion in econonic
impact. Qur farns grow and produce what's called
the "full plate" -- fruits, vegetables, grains,

nmeats, and dairy. And we lead the entire
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Nort heast in production for many products. For

i nstance, we are nunber one in yogurt, sour cream
and cottage cheese. W are nunber two in maple
syrup, apples and cabbage. And we're

nunber three in grapes, snap beans and squash, up
fromfourth just |ast year.

And thanks to state funding in ag
research and technol ogy, New York's dairy cows
out produce those in Pennsylvania and Vernont by
nore than 500 gallons of mlk per year. That's
attracted nmaj or econom c investnment into our
state from gl obal dairy brands, including
Chobani, Fairlife, and others.

To quote our conm ssioner of Ag &
Markets, "lI'mincredibly excited about the future
of New York agriculture.”

These are remarkabl e
acconpl i shnents, but they again don't conme cl ose
to capturing what agriculture actually is. It's
one of humanity's nost enduring and personally
traditions, the act of tending to the earth to
feed your famly and your nei ghbors, which is not
sonmet hing you can neasure in market share. It's
sonmet hing that you feel in the weight of grow ng

somet hing from nothing and the pride of passing
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that craft to the next generation, to those who
will pick up the mantl e.

This | egislative body understands
that. And I'mincredibly proud of the work that
we're doing to fight for our farmers, to expand
access to food across New York State.

For instance, we are working to
expand Farmto-School, so that students can eat
fresh, healthy food while expanding a critical
mar ket for our farners.

W're working to create the
first-ever farmweat her resiliency grants, so
that farners can have a lifeline to recover
| osses from severe weat her.

We're pushing for clearer "use by"
food | abeling dates, so that nore food reaches
people's plates and | ess food ends up in the
landfills.

And we're working to increase
support for vital progranms |ike Nourish New York
and Doubl e Up Food Bucks, which have supported
our farmers and have nade sure that people across
our state, regardl ess of where they |ive or that
their neans may be, can eat Locally sourced

heal t hy f ood.
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And we've partnered with the SUNY
chancel |l or, John King, to launch the first SUNY
Agritech Center to spark interest in ag careers
for students all over the state and to expand
access to cutting-edge training that will keep
New York agriculture strong for generations to
cone.

In New York we know that if we do
right by our farners, we protect a stable, |ocal
food supply as well as businesses that care about
the communities in which they operate.

| want to thank all of ny coll eagues
for joining nme in standing up for New York
agriculture, which supports all of our
communi ti es.

Thank you, M. President, and Happy
Agri cul ture Wek.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 17t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up,

M. President, is previously adopted

Resol ution 1725, by Senator Liu. Please read
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that resolution's title and recogni ze
Senat or Li u.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1725, by
Senat or Liu, menorializing Governor Kathy Hochul
to proclaimMarch 23, 2026, as Paki stan- Anerican
Heritage Day in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
M. President.

"' mso delighted and honored to
stand today to tal k about a comrunity that
has made New York State the greatest state in the
uni ver se

W often tal k about how our
di versity nmakes us strong, and part of that
diversity is a community -- a very proud and
successful comunity, a hardworking conmunity
with ethics and professionalism and that is the
Paki st ani - Aneri can community. \Wich for -- not
necessarily a new i mm grant comunity, but now
for generations. 1In fact, it's been said that on

average, we are in the second generation of
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Paki st ani - Aneri cans who first em grated here
several decades ago and have nade Anerica and
i ndeed our State of New York their home, setting
up smal |l businesses and now | arge busi nesses as
wel |, professional practices, excelling in our
public schools, creating places of worship and
cul tural cel ebrations.

The Paki st ani - Aneri can comuni ty has
contri buted so nuch to the State of New York
And we honor the comunity on March 23rd,
designating it Pakistani-American Day in the
State of New York.

|"mso proud to present this
resolution for all of nmy coll eagues to consider,
and especially proud that we are joined today by
the very -- very prolific organization that
advocates for the community, the Anerican
Paki st ani Advocacy Group. They are in the
gal l ery. Wl cone.

Don't stand yet, because the
president is going to ask you to stand.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U: They are | ed by our
brother, our friend, Ali Rashid, who is here on

the floor with us. And he is joined by
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Hi s Excell ency, none other than R zwan Saeed

Shei kh, the Paki stani anbassador to the

United States, as well as Aanmer Ahned Atozai, the
Consul General of Pakistan here in New York

It is with great pride that |
present all these individuals and recogni ze the
il lustrious Pakistani-Anmerican comunity,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Liu.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

And | too am honored to represent so
many people fromthe South Asian conmunity and
especially from Paki stan. W are cel ebrating
with you on March 23rd.

Wl come to the anbassador, and to
Rashid Ali and the people, the fol ks, our friends
and nei ghbors fromthe advocacy group.

| was intrigued by your m ssion
statenent: The three Es, engage, enpower and
el evate. And that is a nmessage not just for the
Paki st ani - Aneri can community but for everybody:

To engage in the conmunity, to participate, to
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the leaders in all of the fields that Senator Liu
has nmentioned, the STEM the teaching, education,
et cetera.

We are proud to have you here.

And M. President, | know you will
extend the wel cone that they so richly deserve.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

Today | rise to recognize and
cel ebrate Paki stan Day, a day that marks the
hi storic Lahore resolution which laid the
foundation for the creation of Pakistan.

Paki stan Day conmenorates the
enduring aspirations of people for
sel f-determ nati on, denocratic governance, and
national identity. It is a noment not only of
hi storical reflection but of pride in the
resilience, culture and contributions of
Paki st ani peopl e around t he gl obe.

Here in New York, particularly in

Sout heast Queens and throughout the state, we are
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proud to be hone to a vibrant and grow ng

Paki st ani - Aneri can community. The contri butions
of the community enrich our neighbors in

count| ess ways, through snmall businesses that
power our |ocal econony, through active civic
engagenent that strengthens our denocracy, and
through cultural traditions that add to the rich
tapestry of our state.

In Senate District 14, |1've had the
privilege of working al ongsi de nmany | eaders,

i ncluding Rashid Ali, who is here today, and
ot her nmenbers of the Pakistani comunity to
devel op a strong community. Wether in
education, healthcare, public service, or the
arts, their inpact is both neani ngful and

| asti ng.

As the Pakistani comunity continues
to growin ny district, we want to make sure that
what ever they're doi ng and however they want to
contribute, we give themthat opportunity for
respect, for recognition, and for an enduring
presence in our conmunity.

| want to thank the anbassador for
com ng today as well, to celebrate with

Paki st ani s t hroughout the state.
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And | want to remind all of our
col | eagues that we need to nake sure that as we
recogni ze, in the Pakistani comunity, their
traditions, their opportunities, and their
desires, that we can continue to do that for al
of the residents of New York State, that we can
continue to allow this state to be what it was
nmeant to be originally -- a state that has
di versity, acceptance, and an opportunity for al
peopl e to becone great residents of New York
St at e.

Thank you, M. President, for the
opportunity to cel ebrate Pakistan. Thank you,
Senator Liu, for the opportunity to bring this
resolution and this annual day forward.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Ranps on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

What ki nd of Queens State Senator
would | be if | too did not rise to celebrate ny
Paki st ani nei ghbors in Jackson Hei ghts,

East El mhurst, El mhurst and Corona? | nean, the
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contributions from our Pakistani nei ghbors have
been endl ess, countless, for decades. And | am
very thankful for all of their support in making
our comrunity vibrant.

We have delicious Pakistan
restaurants that everyone shoul d enjoy, whether
it's Dera Restaurant, Kabab King -- and I could
stand here all day.

But nost of all, we know that as
Ranmadan is conming to a close, we want to al so
recogni ze all of the efforts of our inmm grant
generation of Pakistanis, and of course their
chil dren and grandchil dren, who are quickly
becom ng professionals, outstanding citizens, who
just add to the vibrancy of our community every
day.

So even though I ndependence Day is
i n August, today we want to recogni ze our
Paki st ani nei ghbors and wi sh themthe very best
as they continue to make New York a better place.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
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M. President. | too rise to support the
resol ution.

New York is a better place because
of the Pakistani comrunity in our state. As I
can attest, in the 7th Senate District -- vibrant
comuni ty, hardworking, civically engaged. And
certainly when it comes to the three Es, as
Senat or Stavi sky said, to engage, to el evate and
to enpower, they are reflective of the efforts of
the community and we see it each and every day.

So thank you, Senator Liu, for
sponsoring the resol ution.

And to our Pakistani friends here
and across New York State, thank you for all you
do to make this state all that it is.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

resol uti on was adopted on March 17th.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
pl ease call on Senator Rhoads for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads for an introduction.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senator G anaris, and thank you, M. President.

So ny first visit to our |ovely
State Capitol was actually 44 years ago, when as
a 7th grader in junior high school, | came up to
| obby, for additional state aid to education, our
then State Assenbl ynan Fred Parola and our then
State Senator Norman Levy, whose seat | am now
honored to hol d.

And it is a -- it's always a speci al
treat when we have students, young, bright m nds
coming up fromlLong Island to cone visit us. And
| want to recognize one such group today. W are
proud to wel cone to the Senate chanber sone of
New York's shining stars visiting us today from
t he Mercaz Acadeny.

Opening its doors in the
Pl ai nvi ew- O d Bet hpage community, which | am

proud to represent with Senator Jack Martins, the
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Mercaz Acadeny provides preschool through

6t h-grade students a foundation in Judaic and
secul ar studi es, enphasi zing personal growth in
an intimate and innovative environnent,
cultivating tonorrow s | eaders through buil di ng
character and reinforcing values in an inclusive,
war m and supportive atnosphere.

Now, back in Novenmber | had the
chance to visit with their principal
Rabbi Kal man Fogel, who is with us today, and
President Jeffrey Lichtman, as well as a group of
about 50 third-through-sixth-grade students
tal ki ng about public service, the role of state
government in the lives of New York famlies, and
our efforts to confront and conbat grow ng
antisem tismacross our state.

And this was foll owed by a
guesti on- and- answer session where | was grilled
by sone of the nost thoughtful and intuitive
guestions that |I've ever had, certainly maybe
t han any endorsenent of you, | can you tell you
that. They were great.

And since the timng of ny visit
coincided with Election Day, | nmet with their

student council| candi dates, discussed canpai gns,
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nmessagi ng and strategy. And | am pleased to
report that in spite of my insights, sone of
t hose candi dates actually won their races and
have joined us in the gallery today, along with
the group from Mercaz Acadeny.

And so | want to introduce their
student council president, Ram Kirschenbaum
vi ce president, Jason d asser; treasurer,
Yair Weissnman; their secretary, Mira Bl acknman;
as well as Saira Baradarian, Elianna Biniamn,
Noa Bl ackman, Talia Bl ackman, Evan Dahan,
Sar ah Eshaghi an, Raphael Hakim Eliana Kersch
Aaron Nej atheim Evel yn Shamal ov, and
Li ora Sternbach

And their chaperones for today, in
addition to Rabbi Fogel: Jenny DeMeo,
Chavi Kersch, Shnuel a Sternbach, and Ira d asser,
who are with us in the gallery.

M. President, | would ask that you
wel come themto the chanber -- Madam President.
| see we've had a change. Madam President, |
woul d ask that you wel cone themto the chanber on
behal f of the Senate and pl ease extend to them
all of the privileges and courtesies of the

house.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
let's take up previously adopted Resol ution 1702,
by Senator Cooney. Please read its title and
recogni ze Senator Cooney.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1702, by
Senat or Cooney, conmenorating the
175t h Anni versary of Al bany Law School

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cooney on the resol ution.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It is truly my honor and privil ege
today to recogni ze the 175th anniversary of

Al bany Law School, a nationally renowned
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institution that | amso very proud to call ny
al ma mater.

Today we are joined in the chanber
by President and Dean C nnanon Carl arne;

Pat Wldes, the director of the Government Law
Center; and Andrew Jensen, a second-year |aw
st udent .

Si nce 1851, Al bany Law School has
trained the | eaders of tomorrow in the shadow of
our great State Capitol, giving | aw students the
opportunity to learn and grow in the heart of our
state's political center. And when | was a
first-year law student, | worked in the
Governor's counsel's office -- interestingly
enough, on transportation policy.

It's no surprise that Al bany Law was
recently nanmed the best |aw school in the nation
for public service by PreLaw magazi ne, an honor
that is a testanent to the strong tradition of
excel | ence that Al bany Law pronotes.

Over half of Al bany Law School's
graduates go into public service. Many of our
great lawyers and | eaders in state governnent
reflect this recognition. The |aw school has

always led with a dedication toward | ega
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schol arshi p, strong New York practice, and a
commtment to justice.

Many of our staff menbers are
graduates, including our talented counsel staff
who is here on the floor with ne; Al ejandra
Paul i no, the Secretary of the Senate, and her
counsel, Jellisa Joseph

As we reflect on our past, it's
important to also |ook to the future and the
commi t ment of Al bany Law School to preparing the
next generation of |eaders, advocates and
change-makers. So to every alum current and
future student, and to the faculty and staff, |
say congratul ati ons.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Fahy on the resol ution.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to join Senator Cooney.
Wiile he is a graduate, | amnot. | ama proud
representative of the college and want to join in
all of the accolades. So many of ny

constituents, so many friends -- our former or
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recent mayor, former Mayor Kathy Sheehan, and so
many ot hers have been wonderful advocates --
sorry, wonderful graduates fromthe | aw school

And it is quite extraordinary to
think that they' ve reached 175 years as the
ol dest i ndependent |aw school in the nation, and
tothink it's right here in Al bany.

So | just want to share ny
ent husi asm and support. And thank you, Senator,
for bringing this and bringi ng our dean and
student here. It is really inportant, at a tinme
when we are turning to our courts nore and nore,
especially in the last plus year where so much is
being litigated right now, it is sonething we
val ue nore than ever.

And again, a true welcone to those
who will carry Al bany Law into the next
hundred years. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.
Congratul ati ons on 175 years.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 10t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The sponsors of
today's resolutions would like to open them for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
159, Senate Print 119, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to anend the Enmergency Tenant Protection Act.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
218, Senate Print 3820B, by Senator Rivera, an

act to anmend the | nsurance Law.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1535

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
402, Senate Print 2289, by Senator Bailey, an act
to anend the Private Housing Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
407, Senate Print 7048, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mvery proud of the work we've
been doing in the Wnen's |Issues Commttee, and
this bill is a continuation of those efforts,
especially when we tal k about the very real
chal | enges around maternal health and the crisis
that maternal health is in in our state.

One of our many goals is to reduce
t he nunber of healthcare deserts inpacting

famlies across our state, especially in rural
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districts like mne. Access to quality maternity

care is essential if we want to reduce bad
outcones related to pregnancy and elim nate

heal th disparities that disproportionately inpact
conmuni ties of color and rural comunities.

M. President, since 2008,

28 hospitals across the state have cl osed or
reduced OB-GYN care. And as of 2022, nore than
4 percent of wonen in New York did not have a
birthing hospital within 30 m nutes of their
hones.

And in rural districts such as m ne,
the data reveal s an even nore dangerous picture,
with 47 percent of wonen living nore than
30 minutes away froma birthing center.

These are very troubling statistics
for wonen in |abor or dealing with dangerous
conplications |ike preeclanpsia or living in a
mat ernal heal th desert.

What this legislation provides is
that it requires an increase in transparency
around the availability of naternal healthcare.

Under the current law, there is no
requi renent that major changes to maternity care

undergo a full review before the Public Health
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and Heal th Pl anni ng Council, meaning that
significant changes in availability of |abor and
delivery services in the community can nove
forward without community input or oversight and
agr eement .

The |l egislation requires the
Public Health and Heal th Pl anni ng Council, also
known as PHHPC, to regul ate any changes in
perinatal services offered by general hospitals
in our state.

M. President, if we are truly to
address the maternal health crisis in New York
we nust safeguard access to heal thcare and
maternity services. | proudly vote aye and
encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:

Senat or Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
472, Senate Print 4956, by Senator Harckham an

act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
477, Senate Print 947, by Senator Jackson, an act
to anend the Real Property Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
478, Senate Print 1142, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 478, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
481, Senate Print 5089, by Senator Sepul veda, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
489, Senate Print 903, by Senator Sanders, an act
to amend the El der Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
505, Senate Print 8941, by Senator Martinez, an
act authorizing the Farm ngdal e First Bapti st
Church, Inc., to receive retroactive rea
property tax exenpt status.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 505, voting in the negative are
Senators O Mara and Skoufi s.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
510, Senate Print 7858, by Senator Salazar, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
533, Senate Print 1610, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 533, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
534, Senate Print 2411, by Senator Parker, an act
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to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
536, Senate Print 6831A, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Navigation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 536, voting in the negative are
Senators Giffo, Martins, Ooeracker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Wil czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Let's nove on to the controversial
cal endar, beginning with Cal endar 534.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
534, Senate Print 2411, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Environnmental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Senator G anaris.

And, M. President, | believe
there's an amendnent at the desk. | waive the
readi ng of that amendnment and ask that you
recogni ze Senator Ashby.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,
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M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Ashby be heard on the
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Ashby may be heard.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

M. President, on the amendnent.

Some i nportant context on the CLCPA
that gets lost. This isn't new. This has been
the | aw for al nost seven years. W' ve spent
billions of taxpayer dollars trying this. Here's
what we have to show for it: 2,000 net negawatts
of reliable power has been deconm ssioned from
our grid. UWility bills have skyrocketed over
54 percent. And the Governor's own
adm nistration recently admtted the pain our
constituents are feeling nowis just the
begi nni ng.

NYSERDA says when the law is fully
enforced and fully inplenmented, upstate energy
bills will spike an additional $340 a nonth.
These nmandates were passed before we built out an
electric grid that could even possibly handl e

t hem
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These mandates nade a massive bet on
solar and wind in a state that for much of the
year is neither sunny nor windy. These mandates
are inpossible to enforce, and the Governor has
argued as nuch in court. The state's new
of ficial energy plan involves using natural gas
as a bridge to our clean energy future.

Sounds good to me, probably sounds
good to you too. Too bad that's outlawed by the
CLCPA.

Every singl e reasonabl e person woul d
agree that working toward a cl eaner, nore
sust ai nabl e energy future is inportant. However,
no reasonabl e person would argue that this is
going well or that the CLCPA represents a
bal anced, wor kabl e approach.

My constituents need help. | have
seniors on fixed incones who are choosi ng between
payi ng out - of - pocket costs for prescription drugs
or keeping the heat on. They need our help
today. W can do sonething about it right now by
supporting this anmendnent.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senat or.
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| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we'll be restoring this to the noncontroversi al

cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senator G anaris.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's nove to Cal endar 159, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
159, Senate Print 119, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to anend the Enmergency Tenant Protection Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
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M. President.

The issue outlined by the sponsor in
the nenop is to try to address the issue of
war ehousi ng of units. That is, M. President,
there are vacant units in New York City that
remai n vacant, that are identified as part of the
DHCR s annual survey, and sonehow this bill is
nmeant to address the underlying issue of these
vacant units.

The DHCR recently, back in Decenber
of 2025, updated their dashboard to include a |ot
of additional information which does nmake it
easier to identify vacant units. But again, the
real problemis that they aren't collecting the
i nformati on about the why of the vacancy.

That is, M. President, even though
t hey ask whether the unit is vacant, at no point
do they ask the landlord why it's vacant.

And so if we're going to address the
i ssue of warehousing of units and we're going to
address the issue of vacant units that | think
peopl e understand exist, | think it's inportant
t hat we understand the why.

And frankly, I"'mnot sure that this

bill goes to that question by nmerely asking for
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LLCs to provide information with regard to
owner ship structure.

So through you, M. President, if
t he sponsor would yield to a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

So woul d you agree that DHCR shoul d,
in addition to tracking vacant units, also
request that the business owner provide the
reason for why the units are vacant?

SENATOR CLEARE: | "' m not speaking
to that.

The reason we're here today is
because | feel as if DHCR should track the owners
for the purpose of identifying owners when we are
seeking repairs in these units.

That's the spirit of this bill, so
that we can know trends and we can know patterns
and we are able to identify those persons and

they don't hide behind different LLCs, and we
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have these consistent and persistent problens
that exist in some of our properties.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Thank you, M. President. Through
you, if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So to be clear,
not wi t hstandi ng the neno that acconpani ed the
bill, the purpose of the bill, to you as the
sponsor, is not for identifying vacant units, but
rather to identify persons responsible for those
units so that if units need to be repaired,
there's a person to contact?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes. And
especially in cases where -- and | have seen in
my district and in other places there's a
persistent pattern that exists with certain
owers. But it is difficult to-- it's difficult
to know who they are when you're just dealing

with an LLC.
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This informati on shoul d be avail abl e
to HCR so that they can see if there's soneone
who is constantly having this problem and not
addressing it. Through you, M. President.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

M. President, if the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So for purposes
of identifying a responsible person, would it be
easier, do you think, for DHCR to require the
owner to identify an individual to whomt hat
outreach can take place, short of providing
information with regard to beneficial ownership
with regard to the LLC?

SENATCOR CLEARE: Sonetines. But,
you know, oftentines decisions that have to be
made, especially in emergency cases, cannot be
made by these designated persons.

Sonetimes we really have to reach
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t hose persons who are responsible for the
property. And especially, you know, we've had a
brutal winter, we've had buildings where there is
a persistent |lack of heat, |ack of hot water.

And that's not sonething that we can play wth.

W need to be able to identify these
peopl e, and especially if they continuously do
this and exhibit this kind of behavior.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So given that one
of the worst landlords in New York City by far
happens to be the City of New York itself,

t hrough t he NYCHA program and t he catastrophe
that that has been with regard to access to heat
and hot water, living conditions, the responsible
person for that, |I'massum ng, would al so be the
mayor of the City of New York, right?

Wul d that the beneficial owner, the
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person to contact in the event of all of those
terrible things that are going on in NYCHA
facilities and hol di ng sonebody responsi bl e?

SENATCR CLEARE: This bill deals
with rent-stabilized housing, not public housing.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: But we're dealing
with a condition with regard to living
conditions. Wuld you consider amending the bil
to include the plight of people living in
public housing, in NYCHA facilities, and the very
real concerns that we should all have with regard
to the conditions they' re |iving under?

SENATOR CLEARE: Again, | just have
to say this bill specifically relates to
rent-stabilized housing and our ability to have

access to know who is ultimately responsible for
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addressi ng and renedi ati ng heat and hot water,
power outages, habitability issues, displacenent
i ssues, buyouts and forced vacancies, and al so

t enant and resident harassnent.

These are things that we want to
identify, and it has been difficult to do that in
many of these properties that are owned by LLCs.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: | notice that the
bill does not include any other forns of
ownership |i ke corporations.

Certainly if a corporation was to
own housing units and multiple housing units,
woul d think that the same concerns that you're
voicing with regard to LLCs should occur with
regard to nmultiple types or different types of

owner ship structures.
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Can you tell us why this bill only
deals with LLCs and not any other structure?

SENATOR CLEARE: Wl |, that m ght
be an idea for another bill. But right nowit
deals with the LLCs, and those are the ones that
seemto pop up under different names fromtine to
time, but it's the sane peopl e behind these LLCs.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,
M. President, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Senat or .

Wth regard then to the group that
woul d have to be identified, |I think there is the
term"beneficial owner” in the bill, and then the
bill goes on to speak to what is neant by

beneficial owners. And | want to be clear as to
the scope of the bill.

You know, we've tal ked now, just
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anecdotal |y, about ownership, people who own and
are nmenbers of the LLC. Is it your understandi ng
that this bill includes those owners and only
t hose people who own the LLC?

SENATOR CLEARE: Ckay, I'mtold

that the definitionis in the bill of the owner.
It isinthe bill, who we're tal king about.
SENATOR MARTI NS: | under st and.

And that's why -- through you, M. President, if
t he sponsor woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: | understand it's
within the bill. | read it, and so |I understand
what it says.

And so given the broad scope of the
| anguage -- and M. President, through you, |
will read it. Since, you know, that's what | was
directed to do, let's all understand what we're
tal ki ng about .

It says that a beneficial owner

(readi ng) shall nean an individual who directly
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or indirectly, through any contract, arrangenent,
under standi ng, relationship, or otherwise -- or
otherwi se -- owns any equity interest of an
entity and/or has a | evel of control over the
funds or assets of the entity that, as a
practical matter, enables the individual directly
or indirectly to control, manage or direct the
entity and the use of its funds and assets or any
part thereof.

So | -- having read that definition,
my concern is just how broad it is and whet her or
not that definition, being as broad as it is, can
fairly be replied to, because if it were just the
nmenber shi p, ownership of the LLC, we can check
that box. But this doesn't say that.

So I'd | ove to have your sense of
what it does or does not include so that we can
give clarity to those people who are going to be
expected to actually conply with this bill.

SENATOR CLEARE: The | anguage
mat ches the LLC Transparency Act definition, the
bill that we passed in 2023. It's the sane
| anguage.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President --

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,
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M. President. Sorry.

SENATOR MARTI NS: -- if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So the LLC
Transparency Act and the requirenents, from what
| recall, was actually vetoed because of concerns
about just this kind of |anguage and, you know,
where it would place New York State LLCs as
opposed to other LLCs throughout the country, and
perhaps put the state at a di sadvant age.

Are you aware of that?

SENATOR CLEARE: So it's ny
understanding that this part -- this was passed
in 2023. And the part that you're tal king about,
that part was vetoed on a federal level. Ckay.
But what we passed in 2023 is this definition.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So if soneone
fails to provide that information, what is the
penalty assessed to that building owner for
failure to provide the information required by
the bill?

(Pause.)

SENATCOR CLEARE: So that would be
considered an inconplete filing with the
regi stration. Sonetinmes people do, and that --
you know, HCR has their nethods for dealing with
that. But the bill does not state any penalty.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So t hrough you,
M. President. Are you famliar with the
requirenent that if there is an inconplete
filing, that the penalty that is assessed by DHCR
is actually $500 per day per unit until the
filing is conpleted or corrected? Are you
famliar with that?

SENATOR CLEARE: No. But --

t hrough you, M. President, | don't know the
exact dollar anount. | don't know the penalty,
no.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, on
the bill.

Senat or, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So here we are,
we' re being asked to vote on a bill where the
| anguage enconpassi ng who nmay or nay not be
required to report is anbiguous, is broad.
Frankly, it can include anyone fromthe owner to
anyone who has the authority to sign checks or
anyone who's managi ng the property.

It is overly broad in the context of
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a group that is managing nultifam |y housing in
New York City. And yet the penalty for getting
it wong that will be absorbed by the ownership
could be up to $500 per day per unit for every
day that they got it wong. And they' re forced
to guess as to what it is or who they can or have
to actually submt.

Now, | certainly share the sponsor's
concerns with regard to conditions and conditions
i n housi ng, because no one should be in a
position of not having heat in the winter, clean
wat er, access to utilities, and to live in a safe
environnment. | agree with the sponsor a thousand
percent. And | thank her, because | understand
that the bill comes froma good place. | do.

My concern is that oftentines what
we do is we pass bills in this chanmber hoping to
reach a certain result, but we cone up short.

And so there are other ways by which we can nake
sure that people conply with those requirenents.

And nmaybe we need to be nore
aggressive in how we do that and not excl ude
publ i ¢ housi ng and not exclude corporations. And
maybe we need to be nore aggressive to nmake sure

that people are living in safe housing
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condi ti ons.

But the idea, M. President, that we
are going to sonmehow solve this issue by creating
a requirement that isn't clear, but that cones
wi th significant consequences and penalties, is
sonmet hing that we should avoid, frankly, as a
body.

And so to the extent that there is
an opportunity for us to work together to conme up
with an alternative that requires these things
and hol ds peopl e accountable, count ne in.

But we're not going to exclude NYCHA
inthe City of New York, and we shoul dn't excl ude
any housing units in New York City or anywhere
el se in the state.

And certainly if we're going to
i npose penalties and we're going to try and get
there, let's make sure we get there in a way that
is fair so that people understand what they have
to do in order to conply, and it's not subject to
i nterpretation.

And so | share the sponsor's
m ssion. | look forward to hopefully working
with her on other initiatives as we nove forward.

But unfortunately, M. President, | will not be
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able to support this bill at this tinme for the
reasons that | just explained.

And again, | want to thank the
sponsor.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins, on the bill.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
now cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's return this to the noncontroversi al
cal endar as wel | .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: we' ||
return it to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

This bill is about three things.
This bill serves nmultiple purposes. One, it
builds on the Senate Majority's efforts to
provi de disclosure and transparency with respect
to LLGs.

Secondl y, by providing nore

di scl osure of ownership interests in housing

LLCs, we can get a greater picture of trends that

are occurring, including buyouts, forced
vacanci es, harassnent and so on.

Third, in cases where it may be
appropriate to raise issues to owners, we can
deal with real names and hunman bei ngs, not LLCs
wi th mail boxes.

In my role as State Senator, |'m
often tasked with getting to the bottom of
things. The mailing addresses of LLCs and even
publicly available information about managenent
conpanies is not always sufficient to resolve
i ssues.

| f you want to own housi ng,

especially rent-regul ated housing in this state,
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we shoul d know exactly who you are and how to
reach you. LLCs fail mserably often in this
regard, and that is why disclosure is needed.

| proudly vote aye and ask ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 159, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Cooney, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helm ng, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
477, Senate Print 947, by Senator Jackson, an act
to anend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
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hope the sponsor would yield for sonme questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR JACKSON: So, how you
doi ng, brother?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: Good. How are
you, nei ghbor?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor is definitely yielding.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So current |law --
t hrough you, M. President, current |aw states
that electronic billing and/or paynent for rent,
a landlord shall not require a | essee or tenant
to use electronic billing and/or a paynment system
as the only nethod for the paynent of rent, and a
| andl ord shall not assess any fee or other charge
for the | essee or tenant that chooses not to use
el ectronic billing and/ or paynent system So
that's the current |aw

What changes to current | aw does

this bill propose?
SENATOR JACKSON: | don't know. I
didn't -- I"mnot concerned with that.

| "' m concerned with when the | andl ord
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has sent out notice to everyone in the building
that they have an option of paying rent through
one of these organizations, an automated

cl eari nghouse. So the tenants can say yes, |
would Iike to do that, what is it going to cost?
O it's going to cost nothing or, you know, no,
| m not interested.

So basically that's what happened,
but overall, when soneone agrees that they want
to use a clearinghouse. So for ne, | |ooked at
the situation, okay, now |l would have to wite a
check, pay for the stanp, and then mail it.
That's the process that was happeni ng before.
kay?

And now there's an autonatic
cl eari nghouse where the |andl ord has suggested
that this is -- would make it easier for
everyone.

And so |, as a tenant for 48 years,
with my wife and fam |y, took advantage of that
because it was okay by ne.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
SENATOR JACKSON: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if this bill
that you' re proposing prohibits the Iandlord from

assessing that fee through those processes for a

paynent of rent, howwll that fee get paid for?
How wi || that get assessed?

SENATOR JACKSON: | don't think
that the landlord is -- | think that what happens

is that the fee that the automatic clearinghouse
pays by the tenant who wants to have the easier
way in order to process their rent, it neets
their reconmendations. So they do it.

But other than that, there's no
necessity for themto act if they don't want to
act. And so this is not where you' re being
forced to do it. If you want to do it, you have
aright todoit.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR JACKSON: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, |
understand that they wouldn't be forced to do it.
But those systens do have a cost to run. |'m
sure that | andl ords subscribe to these systens
and they have sone overhead that currently --
simlar to when you're using your credit card, a
certain percentage or a certain paynment of your
credit card goes to the actual vendor for the
credit card nachines and how t hey get processed,
so that that ultimtely gets charged to your
bank.

' m curious about who wll
ultimately pay those fees when | andl ords
subscri be to use one of these convenience things
for their tenant, like you' ve taken advantage of.

SENATOR JACKSON: | amnot in
response to that. As long as |'ve agreed to the
system where | won't do anything but the
automati c cl eari nghouse, basically, when it's
time to pay ny rent, the rent is being paid. And
that's com ng out of ny checking account, and
that's it. 1'mnot |ooking for a second job,

noni t ori ng what everybody el se i s paying.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR JACKSON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the Governor
signed a law a few years ago explicitly allow ng
for these paynments for the automated
cl eari nghouses to be passed through to consuners.
And we specifically enunmerated -- but not if the
tenant is paying by cash or check, because we
didn't want to hemup rent increases into
addi tional fees.

But how does this square up with
that? Aren't you are concerned that that
convenience will conme away if there's no way for

a landlord to pay for it?

SENATOR JACKSON: ' m not
concer ned. | "' mnot concerned because it's a
process that's worked. It's working for ne.

And if you are living there with

your famly, and if there's a fee, let's say of
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$2 or sonething like that, you have to decide
whet her or not you want to accept that and make
it easier for you, rather than you or your spouse
witing a check, putting it in the envel ope and
stanped and then mailing it and nmaki ng sure that
it gets received by the owner of the buil ding.

So it makes |ife easier for everyone
overall if you can afford a dollar or two
dol l ars, whatever it costs.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR JACKSON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | see. So you're
really just looking to provide transparency for
what that fee will be for the convenience of the
automatic -- automated cl earinghouse. Am|

under st andi ng you correctly?

SENATOR JACKSON: If they told ne
the fee was $2, | have to deci de whether or not |
wanted -- if they said 10, 15 dollars, | have to
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deci de.

But | say this to you. |If it was
10, 15 dollars, I"mnot using it. | nean, you
have to evaluate what's best for you and your
famly.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
now cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Let us al so
restore this to the noncontroversial cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Per
Senator G anaris, the bill will be restored to
t he noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank the sponsor for this
| egi sl ation.

| think, frankly, transparency in
t hese situations are paranmount. And certainly as
long as the only thing the bill requires is that
the |l andl ord provide notice to the tenants and
give themthe option of doing that, then it makes
sense.

And so it's up to the tenant to
deci de whether or not they're willing to pay that
fee, and certainly they can arrange their own
fi nances accordingly.

So to the extent that the bill just
requires that the landlord provide that, | vote
aye, and thank the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 477, voting in the negative are

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1576

Senators Borrell o, Palunbo, Rhoads, Skoufis,
Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Thursday, March 19th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, March 19th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:10 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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