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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 16, 2026
3:00 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR ANTONI O DELGADO, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: I n the absence of
clergy, let us bow our heads in a nonent of
silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
March 13, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, March 12,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Skoufi s
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Ethics,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2330 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 5843, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 452.
THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.
Messages fromthe Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senator G anaris.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.
THE PRESI DENT: Good afternoon.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: | have several
amendnents here.
Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:
By Senator C eare, page 7,
Cal endar Nunber 229, Senate Print 8072A,
Senat or Persaud, page 12,
Cal endar Nunber 357, Senate Print 516A;
And Senat or May, page 18,
Cal endar Nunber 454, Senate Print 2708.
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THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents are
received, and the bills will retain their place
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
Senat or Harckham for an introduction.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Har ckham

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

You know, fromtine to time on this
fl oor we welcone dignitaries fromfar and w de --
from New York, fromaround the world. Today we
have sone friends visiting us from Connecti cut.

Wth us today are representatives
fromthe Korean United Methodi st Church of
New Haven, as well as the Korean Anmerican
Associ ation of Connecti cut.

And whil e decorum prohibits ne from
nmenti oni ng nanmes explicitly, there is also the
person here who puts up with the incorrigible
Senator fromthe 40th Senate District on a daily
basi s.

So if you please, M. President,
pl ease wel come our guests and offer themall the

privileges and courtesies of the chanber.
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Harckham didn't want to nention his
wi fe's name, but | can.

So wel cone to Jin-Hee Stevens, who
is part of the delegation that was just
i ntroduced.

We have a privileged resolution at
the desk. Let's take that up right now,
Resol ution 1753, and recogni ze Senator Kavanagh
after reading that resolution's title.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1753, by
Senat or Kavanagh, honoring St. Patrick and al
persons of Irish descent upon the occasion of the
celebration of St. Patrick's Day on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026, and nenorializi ng Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimMarch 2026 as Irish-Anmerican
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Heritage Month in the State of New York.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kavanagh.
SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,

M. President.

And happy St. Patrick's Month to
ever ybody.

W are -- as a proud Irish-Anerican
whose father emgrated to the United States from
County Donegal and whose maternal grandparents
al so nade that journey sonewhat earlier, it's an
honor to introduce this resolution proclaim ng
March 2026 as Irish Heritage Month in the State
of New York and celebrating St. Patrick's Day, a
day that acknow edges the resilience, heritage,
and enduring spirit of the Irish people and our
great contributions to the State of New York

Today of course we honor
St. Patrick, who is the patron saint not only of
Ireland, but also of the Archdi ocese of New York

And we al so celebrate the
generations of Irish immgrants, many of whom
turned hardship into hope and really have
enri ched New York and our entire nation

In the md-19th century, mllions of

Irish began flowing into the United States
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t hrough what's known as the "CGol den Door," often,
of Ellis Island, seeking refuge fromfamne, from
political oppression, and frominjustice. Anmong
t hem was Anni e Moore, of Cork, Ireland, who was
the very first imm grant from anywhere in the
world to arrive at Ellis Island in pursuit of a
new life in Arerica

Many, many of themarrived with very
little, and yet contributed so nuch to New York
building the Erie Canal -- nany, many thousands
of Irish were involved in that -- as well as lots
of our infrastructure, in a continuing tradition
of being very inportant in our trades, our
wor kers who construct and maintain all Kkinds of
infrastructure around the state.

The spirit of public service of the
Irish runs very deep. A quarter of the
Continental Arny was Irish-born, including the
Fighting 69th that served on the battlefields of
the Gvil War and through many of our conflicts
up to this day, and is headquartered in the 69th
Regi nent Arnory in Manhattan.

One of the very first Medal of Honor
reci pients post-9/11 was Navy Seal Lieutenant

M chael P. Murphy of Snmithtown.
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And of course | had the honor
yesterday of joining an Irish delegation at 9/11,
at the 9/11 Menorial and Museum and many, nany
of nmy Irish brethren and sisters gave their lives
on that day, answering the call of service as
police officers and firefighters.

That proud tradition really has sort
of been consistent throughout our history as a
country. Again, | nentioned the Continental Arny
and al so nine signers of the original Declaration
of I ndependence, and 23 United States
presidents and a few governors I'Il get toin a
nonment .

This is also Irish History Month, so
it is inportant to recogni ze al so the nmany
I rish-American wonen who have been visionaries
and trail blazers, including Annie Sullivan, who
opened up the world to Helen Keller as her
teacher; Nellie Bly, who changed the face of
journalism and Col onel Eileen Collins, who was
the first wonman to conmand a space shuttle and is
a New Yorker.

And their | egacy rem nds us that the
Irish spirit of courage has never been confi ned

to one arena, one area of life, but across nany
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sectors and activities in our society.

Their |l egacy also lives on through,
again, public service right here in New York. O
course a leader like Al Smith, New York's first

"Happy Warrior," who really defined nuch of the
great changes in our country, starting with
services and prograns in New York that made sure
that we lifted up the needi est, nade sure we took
care of everyone in society, and becane the

New Deal prograns of the '40s and into the '50s
and still are sone of our basic safety-net
progranms to this day.

The | abor novenent, of course, has
been | ed by many, nmany Irish-Americans and
continues to be -- to do so today. And of course
we're very proud, as Irish-Anericans, to have a
Governor who is of Irish descent and al so very
much enbraces that experience as a formative
experience of her own and sonething that really
defines her work and her conm tnent to making
sure we're caring for all New Yorkers.

St. Patrick's Day is nore, of
course, than a tribute to the past. It's a
living cel ebration of values that unite

Irish people all over the world and us al so as
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New Yorkers: Resiliency in the face of struggle,
solidarity in tinmes of division, and the beli ef
that every person deserves dignity.

The Irish island, of course, has
been divided at tinmes. There has been
di scrim nati on and oppression based on religion
and other divisions in our society. W are very
proud now that we are hopefully noving past those
in a permanent way.

But we know that also
Irish-Anericans and the Irish have | earned from
t hose experiences and, again, we try to apply
themto our work here.

As president of the American-Irish
Legi slators Society, |I'mhappy to work with
| eaders in this chanber and across -- and, you
know, across the other side of the building,

i ncl udi ng our vice president, Senator Patrick

Gl livan, and our treasurer, Pat Fahy, as well as
Mary Beth Wal sh and M ke Fitzpatrick, our
Assenbly col | eagues.

So as we honor St. Patrick, who
st ood agai nst intol erance and discrimnation
suffered by the Irish people, we are m ndful of

the continuing need to stand for justice,
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i nclusi on and nutual understanding here in
New York, and Ireland, and around the worl d.

Thi s i ncludes, again, our steadfast
commtment to the Good Friday Agreenents and the
peace and reconciliation it has brought to the
north of Ireland since 1998. And we know we are
very much as Americans proud of the fact that
Anerican | eaders of Irish descent and others were
very instrunental in bringing that peace process
to fruition in 1998, and continue to support that
process.

So again, tonorrow i s the biggest
St. Patrick's Day parade not just in New York
State, but anywhere in the world. W're
expecting, as we usually do, about 2 mllion
spectators, about 150,000 marchers. And it's not
just a day for the Irish, it's a day when
count| ess New Yorkers and many people from
Irel and and other parts of the world join us in
the spirit of Ireland and in the spirit of
cel ebrati on.

And so for anyone who m ght be
considering joining us who's within earshot of
this speech, | say "Céad Mle Failte," which

means, of course, "100, 000 welcones." |'msure
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that's on the tip of all of your tongues.

And again, St. Patrick's Day has
very rmuch beconme not just a day but really a
nonth of cel ebration across our comunities.
know many of my col |l eagues have participated in
par ades and ot her events.

So agai n, thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you. And just to end,
there's an old Irish blessing that says "W all

live in each other's shelter,” and | hope we can
continue in that spirit.

Happy St. Patrick's Day, and | vote
aye on the resolution.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Fahy.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
M. President.

| join nmy colleague in noting Irish
Heritage Day. Every March we do hear the
bagpi pes echo down the streets and a | ot of green
appears around the Capitol and certainly in
New York City tonorrow.

But today, here, is a day to rem nd

ourselves it's nore than parades or even pints,

it really is about heritage, the shared
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sacrifices, resilience, and then that enduring
prom se of Anerica.

It's a nonth that | -- that puts ne
down nenory |lane. M story is a very persona
one, and | certainly share the pride. And | have
to say the older |I get, the nore | believe that
my roots have becone a conpass for nmy life.

| was born in Chicago to
Depression-era i mmgrant parents who |eft small
farms. Didn't really want to | eave those farns,
but they arrived here after inmgration reopened
after World War 1l. They were the very last of a
generation to cone off the boat right here in the
New York City harbor -- or right south of us, |
shoul d say.

Mne is a very universal story. W
parents came for the same reasons we see again
universally, and that is that they had a chance
at a job that they didn't have in their own
country, and the chance that their children would
ultimately have an education. Both of ny parents
only had a primary school education. M father
had a year of technical school. But again,
education was out of reach financially for their

famli es.
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So like many Irish, they hel ped
build this country. M father started in the
Chi cago stockyards, ny nother as a domestic
servant. And as we've seen SO many conmunities
build, brick by brick, many ultimtely found
their way into public service. And I, as their
daughter, ultimately did, against ny father's
best wi shes, | have to say. O against his
recommendat i on.

But it was this unshakable belief in
fairness and that opportunity -- we're rem nded,
opportunity shoul d never be because of where you
wer e born, because of who your parents were, or
because of an accent or color of those who
arrived on these shores.

The parallels to today's immgration
battl es are absolutely uncanny. M/ parents,
through a ot of hard work, were afforded one
version of an Anerican dream as nany generations
were. But that has really turned into nore of a
fairy tale for way too many.

And we have seen Lady Liberty's
torch dimin recent years, dimwth a | ack of
opportunity and that unshakabl e belief in

fairness that we experienced and grew up hearing
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about .

We nust not forget -- so it's a
rem nder to me not to forget the roots, not
forget our shared roots, the repression that held
I rel and back for centuries, and the suffering for
centuries, because of an autocratic rule. And |
think it has led ne to becone so outspoken as |
refl ect on those.

But it's also that spirit of
comunity, perseverance, and standing up for the
underdog that the Irish have done so much on.

So as we celebrate the culture, the
traditions, and the values of generosity,
courage, and nore, it is a rem nder of the
shoul ders we stand on, the shared sacrifices.

And one of the nmany beauti ful
sayings fromlreland is "May your troubles be
| ess, your bl essings be nore, and may not hi ng but
happi ness cone through your door."

And with that, M. President, | w sh
all smling eyes shine down upon all of us here
and t hroughout the state.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

The question is on the resolution.
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Al'l those in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Kavanagh woul d |like to open that
resol ution for cosponsorship.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
open for cosponsorship. Should you choose not to
be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
102, Senate Print 3852B, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1421

act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
122, Senate Print 3736, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
159, Senate Print 119, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to anend the Energency Tenant Protection Act.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
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t he day.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill wll be
| ai d aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
336, Senate Print 566, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 336, voting in the negative are
Senators Ortt, Rhoads and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
366, Senate Print 630, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
431, Senate Print 3699, by Senator Sanders, an
act to enact the Facial Recognition Technol ogy
St udy Act.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 431, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Rhoads and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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446, Senate Print 1052, by Senator May, an act to
direct the Departnment of Econom c Devel opment to
nove the Central New York Wl cone Center to the
Equal Rights Heritage Center in the Gty of
Aubur n.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
452, Assenbly Bill Nunber 2330, by
Assenbl ymenber McDonal d, an act to amend the
Legi sl ative Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 452, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Chan and Rhoads.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
456, Senate Print 257, by Senator Martinez, an
act inrelation to authorizing a study on
l[ithiumion battery fires and prevention.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello to
explain his vote.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

| certainly support this bill. |
think it's inportant. But | find it rather
ironi c or dangerous that we are proceedi ng
forward with this electric school bus nmandate
wi t hout actually having a study on sonething like
are these things going to start on fire.

W' re al ready watching kids freezing
because they're turning off the heat in order to
conplete their routes in the rural areas that |
represent.

And we really need to punp the
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brakes on this, no pun intended. This is one of
many things that we should be studying before
we're going to put our children on a bus that
could be potentially deadly.

| " m supporting this, but | really
woul d |i ke sonme nore conmon sense when it cones
to the overall electric battery nandates.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Wi k.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain nmy vote today,
al though | also agree with today's bill.

Today's bill is a study on
lithiumion battery fires, which pose a huge
safety and envi ronnental concern.

| have a bill, of course, that
prohi bits the nmandate that requires school
districts to purchase, operate and maintain
el ectric buses, since we don't even know how to
stabilize prevent or extinguish these fires.

The fact that we're passing this
bill today certainly shows that everyone who

votes yes on today's bill is also concerned with
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the safety of electric buses and the children
that we're mandating to ride on them

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Weik will
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
473, Senate Print 5779, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of July.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Qber acker
to explain your vote.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
M. President.

This is a great bill, plain and
sinple. And |I'mgrateful to Senator Fernandez
for bringing this forward. And again, it kind of

shows that when we sit down, discuss, talk, be
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able to work things out, great things can be
acconpl i shed.

And the fact that this bill wll
take potentially nmuch-needed opioid antagonists
and put themin an area where, if there is a
heal th issue, nost people know where these AEDs
are anyway. | think it's just well thought out,
a great bill.

And agai n, Senator Fernandez, thank
you for bringing it forward. Every once in a
while, | say, in Albany we get it right. Today
we got it right.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Qber acker
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Fernandez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hrough you, | really want to
t hank the comments by ny col | eague here, because
this is a very conmon-sense approach. First aid
kits, AEDs are the tools that we run to when
there is someone in distress, when they are

unconsci ous. And nany tinmes nmaybe they don't
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need that, or maybe they do need Narcan.

But this does provide nore tools in
a secure location to hel p sonmebody in their nost
desperate tine of need for whatever nay be the
cause.

So | thank everyone for voting for
this bill and for maki ng New Yorkers safer by
having the tools all together.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 473, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
474, Senate Print 410, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 474, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 22.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
479, Senate Print 2627A, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 479, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.
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Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
483, Senate Print 661, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
517, Senate Print 5116A, by Senator Cl eare, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
not since Abraham Lincoln and St ephen Douglas in
1858 have a series of debates taken on such great
i nportance as those between Mark Wl czyk and
Rachel WMay.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he controversial cal endar to hear the next
i nstal |l nent, please.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
446, Senate Print 1052, by Senator May, an act to
di rect the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent to
nove the Central New York Wl cone Center to the
Equal Rights Heritage Center in the Gty of

Aubur n.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl czyk,
why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Fromthe party of
Li ncoln, M. President --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- 1l risein
hopes that the sponsor will yield for sone
guesti ons.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: M. President, | am
happy to debate this bill once again.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In 2018, the
state spent $10 million to build the Equal Rights
Heritage Center, which opened in 2018. |[|s that

correct?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't know the price tag on the
bui | di ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1434

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So at the tine
that the state spent $10 mllion to build the
Heritage Center in the City of Auburn, it was
under agreenent that the Gty of Auburn was going
to run the operations, be responsible for running
t he operations of the Equal Rights Heritage
Center, is that correct?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. There was an understandi ng that
the Central New York Wel conme Center would be
pl aced in the Equal Rights Heritage Center and
the normal funding for a wel cone center woul d
contribute to the operating expenses of the
center.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But the CNY

Wel come Center was actually placed in
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Destiny USA, not in Auburn, is that correct?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, that is correct.

As far as we can tell, there was
sone side deal nade between Governor Cuonp and
the mall devel opers to shift the plan and put the
Wel comre Center at Destiny instead.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And in the
Heritage Center's first year of operations they
recei ved $50,000 fromthe State of New York to
help the City of Auburn with operating, is that
correct?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't -- don't know. | wasn't
in office at that tinme. And | didn't represent
Auburn at that tine, either.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You may have been
in office in 2025 when the city received $200, 000
fromthe state. |Is that figure correct, $200, 000
for the operations to help the Gty of Auburn run
the Heritage Center?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, that is correct. Because | have
advocat ed each of the last few years to get sone
operating funding into the state budget to
repl ace what was |ost by |osing the CNY Wl cone
Cent er designation.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yup.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | noticed you

once agai n provided $200, 000 for the City of
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Auburn for the operations of the Heritage Center
i n your one-house budget.
The city says that it costs about
$234,000 annually to run, is that correct?
SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, that sounds right to ne.
SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d?
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAY: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Destiny USA is
actually -- soit's a mall in Syracuse. It is
the top 20 nost -- in the top 20 nost-visited

shopping centers in the nation, with over
20 mllion visitors per year.

The Equal Rights Center gets about
8,000 visits a year, is that correct?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't know that nunber. But
that sounds very lowto ne. There are al ways
peopl e there when | go.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAY: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, in their
annual 2024 report, | can read you the specific

number. A total of 8,206 wal k-ins. That was an
increase of 3,000 visits over 2023, so headed in
the right direction. But falling pretty short of
20 mllion, where the Visitor Center is
currently.

My question is, is Onondaga County
in support of noving the Visitor Center from
their county into the County of Cayuga in the
Cty of Auburn?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. This isn't a decision for
Onondaga County, this is a decision for the State
of New York.

And | would al so say the
Visitor Center actually is a gathering place.
There are events that take place outside of it

all the tine. And so | don't knowif they're

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1439

cl ocki ng every single person who conmes in there.

But Destiny Mall also -- sone of
t hose nunbers of visitors are very old, to be
honest, and it is -- | would say there's been a
significant drop-off, especially now that
Canadi an visitors aren't com ng to Syracuse
anynor e.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In fact, at |east
in their 2024 report, they do cl ock conbi ned
events and tours total, adding another 6400 of
conbi ned events and tours.

| assune that's things outside of
the Heritage Center that rally there, to include
the No Kings rally that was held on October 18th
at the Heritage Center or on January 22nd, a
Denocrat running for county court judge having
t heir announcenment in the Heritage Center.

My question, are there any
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Republ i can events or conservative events ever
held at the Heritage Center?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't have a list of events that
are held there, but I do know there are a | ot of
comunity events that occur outside the center.
And -- and |I'm sure sone of themare, at the very
| east, nonpartisan, if not Republican-organized.
| just -- 1 don't know.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The City of
Auburn is often called the "Prison City," for
very good reason. There were a nunber of events
in Auburn this tinme | ast year as corrections
officers were fighting for safety on their job

Were any of the corrections
officers' rallies held at the Heritage Center?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't know the answer.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Do you happen to
know the party registration of the executive
director, the chair of the board, the treasurer,
and al nost the entire board of directors?

SENATOR MAY: M. President, | do
not see how that is relevant to this question.
And the answer is no.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President.

On the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or WAl czyk on
the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this bill
woul d nove the Central New York Wel come Center
fromone of the largest malls nost frequently
visited in Arerica. It is in the top 20 |argest
mal | s, has over 20 mllion people visit it each

day {sic}.
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| know it well because | grew up in
the Central New York region. | also represent
the North Country and have many Canadi an friends
who tal k about doing their Christnmas shopping
there. That's why it's situated well to be a
wel come center.

The area where you've got 20 mllion
people in Central New York showi ng up to shop is
a great way to welconme themto the State of
New Yor k, show t hem sone of the products that we
make in the State of New York, and show t hem sone
information that they nay spread out to
comunities, even |ike conmunities of Auburn.
It's a great place to advertise for Prison City.

It's at the confluence of Route 81
and 90, making it very easy for nmany visitors --
even with traffic changes, still very easy for
many visitors across the State of New York

But on top of the strategy of this,
what bothers nme the nost about this bill is that
the Gty of Syracuse and the County of Onondaga,
where the CNY Wl cone Center is situated today,
haven't asked for this, haven't approved of this,
and woul d agree that in Central New York

Syracuse is the beating heart. That nmakes sense

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1443

for CNY to have the Wl conme Center there and
wel | -placed in the area where peopl e nost
frequently visit.

So it doesn't nmake strategi c sense
for us in this body to nove CNY's Wl cone Center
out to the City of Auburn. And no offense to
Prison Gity; I'"'msure they love the visitors.

But when you | ook at everything
from-- actually, if you should know -- and you
shoul d know -- parking was taken away fromthe
City of Auburn. Many residents at the YMCA
weren't happy having to park out on the street.

Actual ly, at the Syracuse Mall, at
Destiny USA, parking is free. And peopl e,

20 mllion of them are already showi ng up to
shop there. So noving this into the Gty of
Auburn coul d even cause nore consternation.

And the real reason that this is
brought forward is to support the Denocrat
hangout in the City of Auburn. This is the place
where all the events are, this is the place where
all the organizations are, this is where people
coal esce and have rallies for one side of an
i ssue, not for the other.

And that's what makes it difficult
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in this body, with the State of New York and
t axpayer dollars that we're investing here, to
say no. So | hope that you will join ne in
voting no on this bill.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wishing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Ch, sorry. Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator May to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

Wen the state builds a building, |
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think it is reasonable to expect that that
building -- that the state will have a plan for
how that building will be operated over tine.

The state built a very nice building
right in the mddle of Auburn, right across from
City Hall, right next to the Seward House, which
is a very inportant tourist destination, and
ri ght around the corner from downt own.

And then the state pulled the
fundi ng that was supposed to be what enabl ed the
building to continue its operation.

And personally, | think this is
irresponsible on the part of the state and an
insult to the Gty of Auburn, and it has left the
city in a position where either they had to cone
up with a significant amount of nmoney to run this
building or watch it fall down, essentially,
right in the mddle of town.

So | am proud to advocate for a
sust ai nabl e system of funding the operation of
thi s buil di ng.

But | also need to say, clearly:
This isn't about partisanship. This isn't about
some kind of lefty plot. This is about

i nfrastructure and how we support the
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institutions in our upstate cities.

And the reality is even if --1 think
it's pretty inflated to say 20 mllion people are
visiting Destiny Mall now, in a year. The
reality is that the Wel cone Center at Destiny
Mall is located in a distant corner that very few
peopl e ever see.

So the nunbers who actually visit
that Wel cone Center -- |1've been by several tines
to check, and there's al nost never anyone there.

So | would bet if they were
collecting information, that there are actually
at | east as nmany people visiting the Equal Rights
Heritage Center in Auburn as there are visiting
the Wel cone Center at Destiny Mall

So | think this is smart econom cs
for us to put state noney into operating this
building. And | think Auburn is deserving of it.

And | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator May will be
recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 446, voting in the negative are

Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
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Lanza, Martins, Mattera, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo,
Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, March 17th
St. Patrick's Day, at 3:00 p.m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Tuesday,
March 17th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:39 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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