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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 11, 2026, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 10, 2026, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

Let ne begin by rem nding ny
col | eagues that today is an inmportant day in this
chanber. O course |I'm speaking of the fact that
it's Senator Andy Lanza's birthday today.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Al ways
celebrates his birthday with the passage of the
one- house budget .

But not to dimnish Senator Lanza's
bi rt hday, but now he has to share it with
Senat or Zel |l ner, Senator Jereny Zellner, who's
new to this chanber, but al so has a birthday
t oday.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Not Jereny
Cooney, nor Zellnor Myrie, but Jereny Zellnner.
Don't be confused.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay, notions.

M. President, on behal f of
Senat or Mayer, | wish to call up Senate Print
524, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
201, Senate Print 524, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of

Senat or Skoufis, on page 15 | offer the follow ng
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amendnents to Cal endar 323, Senate Print 15, and
ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk,
Senate Resolution 1722, by Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins. Please take that up and read
its title.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1722, by
Senat or Stewart-Cousins: Resolution in response
to the 2026-2027 Executive Budget subm ssion

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

this is the Senate's one-house budget resol ution.

By agreenment with the Mnority, debate will be
l[imted to two hours. It will be strictly
enf or ced.

Qur Finance chair, Senator Krueger,
will lead the debate for the Majority.
And we are ready to begin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

| "' mwondering if Senator Krueger
woul d yield for some questions on this one-house
budget proposal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | live to yield
to Senator O Mara. Thank you

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: That's a little
concerning --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: -- but we'l
proceed anyways. Thank you, Senator.

The one-house budget that we have
before us here, it's very concerning to ne in the
i ncrease in spending that we have here,
considering that the Governor increased the
budget fromlast year by a little over $7 billion
for this year, and now this one-house adds and

antes that up to $11.5 billion in overal
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spendi ng over |ast year, far outpacing the rate
of inflation in the state -- or doubling the rate
of inflation, anyways.

But the nore concerning part is the
state operating funds portion of this budget.

The state operating funds are increasing over
$16 billion, and that's -- state operating funds
are the funds that we generate in the state with
our own revenue sources, not flowi ng fromthe

f ederal governnment.

That's about an 11 percent increase
in spending. That is over 4.5 tines the rate of
inflation. How can we justify this type of
increase in spending in the state budget overall?
And how is this sustainable for New Yorkers in
the affordability of living in New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

So I'lIl start out by pointing out
we've lost 9 billion in federal funds since the
year before. Thank you, Donald Trunp. And so of
course we still have to make sure we are funding
t hose prograns.

And so we have to deal with the

reality that once -- what was once federal noney
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com ng into our state, often even bypassing our
speci fic budget, but going into our conmunities,
is no longer going into our comunities. And so
they are crying out for us to help themthrough
the state budget. So that's, | guess, nore than
hal f the question just there.

Then, while there is an inflation
nunber, inflation often runs behind. And what it
doesn't factor in, which we also have to
confront, is that costs since a year ago seemto
have gone up 20 percent, much due to these
tariffs -- again, thank you, Donald Trunp -- that
in fact the courts have now ruled are illegal.
And yet the consuners have had to pay that cost
in all kinds of ways.

And even though the federal
government's now been told they're supposed to
gi ve us that noney back, nobody has any idea if
they ever will and how they will. W just know
that the costs are skyrocketing for every
consuner in New York specifically because of
f ederal deci sions.

And we don't assune that those
costs are goi ng down, even though the tariffs

have to stop, because when do conpani es raise
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their prices and then reduce themlater? They
just don't.

So everyone's costs are goi ng up.
Therefore, there are nore demands on the State of
New York to come through for our citizens and our
communities. And until this insane set of
policies stop continuing at the federal |evel,
feel that this is going to continue to grow.

The nost obvi ous new exanple is the
war in lran, the inpacts already on the cost of
oil. | will gquote a staffer who was driving up
to Al bany on Monday, we happened to be tal king on
t he phone on business, and they said: "You know,
| really have to fill my car up before | get to
Al bany because if | wait till Thursday or Friday,
it will probably have gone up another 40 cents a
gallon and | can't afford that."

| won't nane the staffer. But |
believe that that's exactly right. At the rate
the cost of oil is going up, thanks again to |
bel i eve very bad federal policy, we're going to
just have to keep confronting new surprise cost
increases. And we, the State of New York, are
going to need to address those as best we can.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senator. And |I'mglad you brought up the actions
taking place in Iran and the inpacts to gas
prices, at least tenporarily, with that, which
believe in the end will be resulting in a net
positive for us in this country overall.

But, you know, just two weeks ago --
actually, the norning -- later in the norning
after this war in Iran broke out, we had a
revenue consensus neeting in the state. Wich,
for those watching, that's the Governor rel eases
t he budget and then the Assenbly, the Senate, and
the Director of Budget get together and determn ne
an estimate of how nmuch they think the revenues,
extra revenues there's going to be by the end of
the fiscal year that we can build into this
budget .

And that revenue consensus came in
at $800 million, correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, above the
Governor's original proposal, yes, sir.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, this
one- house increases spending by $5.6 billion,
$4.8 billion -- or $3.8 billion nore than what
t hat revenue consensus is.

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's correct.
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SENATCR O MARA: So how are we
maki ng up that difference?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or ,
are you asking the Senator to yield?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, | am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Ckay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And |I' myi el ding.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Yes, those nunbers are correct.

Frankly, we are doing this, again,
as a response to the first question. W need to
hel p our people nore. W need to hel p our
muni ci palities nore. And so we did increase
revenue in our one-house over what the Governor
proj ect ed.

That was based on a nunber of things
that 1'"msure we will get into today of
addi tional taxes or additional revenue streans
beyond what the Governor put in her Executive
Budget .

Not because we want to. Because we
feel a necessity to help our municipalities and

our residents with crises they are now facing
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because of the -- primarily of federal actions.

And so it is not unusual for either
house' s one-house each year to be higher than the
Governor's original proposal. And frankly, this
is a one-house because this is our hopes and
dreanms of where we can get to by April 1st.

Peopl e who have been here a while
know we usually don't get there, but we try,
because we want to -- we want to ensure the
peopl e of New York understand what realities
we're facing and what we're trying to get done
even t hough sone of the Executive Budget will
change by April 1st. It will include sone of the
things we are pushing hard for here; it won't
i ncl ude ot her things.

But | think the question is why are
we doi ng sonething. And the answer is because
that's why we do the one-house.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So we have a
variety of tax increases in this one-house
proposal to raise an additional $5.6 billion in
spendi ng, which is | guess your wish list as the
Senate najority here.

Conti nui ng, not allow ng a business
tax that was going to sunset to actually sunset.
Not letting it go forward at the sane rate
wi t hout sunsetting it, as the Governor proposed
in her budget. Yet we're increasing the taxes on
business in this state at a tinme when busi nesses
are struggling.

How nuch does that business tax
extension and increase, how nuch does that add to
the $5.6 billion in additional taxes we're
tal ki ng about here?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry, | need ny
gl asses. The print is very small.

Slightly over $2 billion.

SENATOR O MARA: And can you tel
us -- through you, M. President, can you tell us
where, then, the additional $3 billion is being
gener at ed?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

Anot her | arge section, $1.7 billion,
comes from decoupling New York State's tax
policies froma series of changes the Trunp
adm nistration created at the federal level to
frankly reduce costs to | arge busi nesses.

So we are saying no, that's not good
policy for New York State, we're not going to
remai n coupled, as we have in the past. And that
therefore, as to our revenue, because we're not
deducting it a la the Trunp adm nistration's
nodel .

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

You know, | guess -- you know, |'m
at | east thankful that sonebody in governnent is
bei ng responsi bl e about spendi ng.

And while, you know, there may be
sonme concerns over some actions that the
Trunp admi nistration has taken, it's about
responsibility in spending in governnent. |It's
about trying to inprove the econony of this
country. It's about trying to return

manufacturing to this country, which is critical
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whi ch we're seeing | eave New York State weekly,
fromthe state to other states.

You know, we continue to spend nore
and put nore burdens on businesses and househol ds
in just the cost of doing business, the cost of
utilities, the cost of taxes and every aspect of
life. And I'mglad you recognized in your kind
of initial remarks that these -- these costs do
get passed al ong by busi ness. Because there's
often a feeling in this body that the Majority
t hinks that we can just raise these things on
busi nesses and they're not passed on to
consuners, when they are.

Every action we take that increases
t he cost of doing business doesn't nmean that
business is just going to automatically accept
|l ess profit. It means they're going to pass
t hese expenses on to New Yorkers and to
CONSUNers.

And that's what's been inpacting the
affordability, the lack of affordability of
living and doing business in this state.

But Senator, in addition to
generating this $5.6 billion in new taxes and

revenues for the state, you have sonme actions in
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here to allow New York City to increase certain
taxes. Primarily, a 10 percent increase on
uni ncor por at ed busi ness taxes in New York City.

And far nore concerning than that --
that's very concerning. Far nore concerning than
that, even, is a 20 percent increase in tax on
financial services firms in New York City. At a
time that we're seeing job growth in the
financial services industry in major areas across
the country. Texas opening a Texas Stock
Exchange very soon. These jobs noving to Texas,
to Florida, to Tennessee. Yet we're going to
i ncrease taxes on those firns by 20 percent.

And while at the budget hearing with
Mayor Mandani, who is asking for these increases,
you know, they showed a distinct |ack of concern
with financial service firns | eaving New York
State. And as they |eave and those jobs go, that
source of revenue for us and the city decreases.

What is your |evel of concern with
the financial services industries departing from
New York State? It nakes up about 30 percent of
our revenues at the state, not to nention what
the city is generating for theirs off of it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Did the
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sponsor yield to that question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | will. Although
he asked a whol e series of questions, so |'m
going to go back to the first set of questions,
whi ch were not about the city tax changes but
overall tax proposals within this.

| want to point out that we tried to
be very careful in the taxes we decoupled from at
the federal |evel and even sone taxes that do
have an increase for sonme conpanies at the state
| evel. These are for large corporations. A few
medi um

But we recogni ze the unfairness of
the New York State tax system because, guess
what, every time we do | ower taxes for the
hi ghest -i ncome conpani es who are doi ng, frankly,
incredibly well, sonebody el se has to pay the
taxes, and it usually is the small conpani es.

And it usually is startups who are trying to nove
fromsmall or even one enployee to a | arger
conpany.

So we were very consci ous about
trying to nake sure that unlike the Trunp
policies and taxes, we were not going to transfer

costs to our snmall businesses. W were going to
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try to make sure we were nmaking our tax system
both progressive and fair -- and again, very

i mportantly, stopping the | eakage of all tax
costs translating to small businesses who are
trying to stay in New York and grow i n New York

And in fact, | would argue | wi sh we
had gone nuch farther, and we did a little of it,
in challenging the kind of tax expenditures that
we have in our system So if you |ook at our
state tax expenditure report, you will actually
be able to find pretty easily billions of dollars
that our |argest corporations are not paying in
taxes in New York because they have all kinds of
speci al exenptions and credits and subsi di es.
think we mght be the state with the largest in
the country at this point, to the | argest
cor por at i ons.

Amazon, for exanple. And trust ne,
they're going to sell to us no matter what we
actually make thempay fairly in their own taxes.
They' re not | eaving New York

And many of the conpani es even that

the -- ny coll eague pointed out they could | eave
New York, they still want to do business in
New York. They're still going to sell to us in
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New York. And so a |lot of these taxes it
actually doesn't matter physically where their
| ocations are, they still owe us the taxes.

So sonetines | get told: They'll
| eave. And you | ook at what the taxes are, and
you go, Well, guess what, you're still going to
have to pay those taxes. But okay, if you want
to doubl e your costs by having to nove everyone
and build new war ehouses sonewhere, that's your
business. But you're still going to sell the
products across the lines in New York, and we're
still going to tax you then.

So when you | ook at the big picture,
our tax policies can be so nuch fairer and nore
progressive. And it absolutely helps our smaller
busi nesses, our starting-up entrepreneurs in
New Yor k. Because again, when sonebody over here
isn't paying their fair share of taxes, sonebody
else is, usually the small guys and the
individuals. So | want to do sonething about
that. | want to do nore about that.

Now to shift to the New York City
guestion, thank you.

So yes, the Gty of New York canme to
us and said help, we need help. And they put
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together a very long laundry list of
possibilities. W said no to quite a few of the
proposal s because we thought those were not the
best answers for New York City.

New York City woul d have preferred
we just agree to hand themthe noney. W do hand
t hem some noney in this budget, right, because we
owed themthis noney. W never gave them Al M
since -- 2011? W stopped giving New York City
its 900 mllion in AIMin 2011 for a
fi nanci al - probl em period. W promsed to give it
back. W never gave it back

We cut our reinbursenent on the
adm ni stration of public benefits and soci al
services. W promised to give it back. W never
gave it back. W passed federal -- state |aws at
the state |level to change the rules in child
wel fare prograns and crimnal justice prograns
for young people and said, This will be great.

And then we told New York City, even
t hough you're going to end up taking the vast
majority of these kids and the responsibility for
maki ng sure this nodel works well, we invented --
wel |, Governor Cuono invented a way to claim

New York City wasn't eligible to even file for
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it. So we've owed them a huge anmount of noney.

And by the way, New York City's
t axpayers send so nmuch noney here that they never
get back. W tried to close that gap in a
variety of ways. And | think that's absolutely
fair and way overdue.

So we said no to the city on nmany
things. W tried to close gaps that never shoul d
have been there. But yes, we did give them
perm ssion to tax thenmselves and their
busi nesses. And frankly, | think that they wll
think carefully about what they inplenent and
don't inplenment. But if we don't give themthe
authority to do so, they can't. Because let's
not forget, the only tax our nunicipalities
basically can control thenselves is their
property taxes.

And there are a few peopl e who
suggested raising New York City's property taxes
by 9.5 percent. And | don't know about everybody
el se, but if you live in New York City you really
can't imagine a 9.5 percent increase in our
property taxes. So will conpanies -- again,
they're only |l arge conpani es that are inpacted,

of 5mllion or nore, | believe. Do | really
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think they're going to pick up and | eave New York
City? Sone m ght.

But the research shows that |arge
corporations -- and we're tal king | arge
corporations -- don't meke their business
deci sions or their |ocation decisions based on
| ocal marginal tax rates.

So maybe ny coll eague's right, this
will be a problem But so far |'m not convi nced.
And | actually have not been hearing a |ot from
corporations that this is a problemfor them
Just sayi ng.

Thank you.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR O MARA: The authority that
we're giving in this one-house budget to all ow
New York City to raise unincorporated business
taxes and the taxes on financial services, what
is the total expected revenue to be generated
fromthose actions if the city pursues themto

the 10 percent, 20 percent increase that you want
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to authorize themto do?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the tax
increases that we're giving the city perm ssion
to do total 3.1 billion.

| don't have a breakdown between
t hose three taxes, which is which. So we can get
you t he breakdown of what that 3.1 translates to,
but I don't think we have that today.

s that right?

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President. |If we could get to that, where
you think -- actually, where we end up in the
final budget bills by the tine we get to debate
t hose, that would be good to have that --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

SENATOR O MARA: -- type of overal
i npact - -

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yup.

SENATOR O MARA: -- to that.

Now, anot her -- through you,

M. President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: l"msorry, |I'm

getting an answer to the previous question as we
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speak, so ...

The corporations tax would draw in
1.5 billion. 1t's 250 mllion on the
uni ncorporated tax change. And -- those are the
two, two answers to the question.

SENATCR O MARA: Vell, there's a
third one |I'mabout to get to.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay, fine.

SENATOR O MARA: So through you
M. President. And |I'mnot sure if that's the
one you're thinking about or not.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay.

SENATCR O MARA: But there is a --
t hrough you, M. President, if the Senator wll
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: There's anot her
tax increase in here on the transaction of the
commodity of gold bullion in this state, which
New York State has a |large storage of the gold in

this country but certainly not all of it. And
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gold is transportable. You're authorizing the
i npl enentation of a sales tax on that conmodity.

| don't believe there's any sal es
taxes on the sales of any other commobdities. How
much is that sal es tax supposed to increase on

the trading of gold in New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe |
remenber the nunber is 600 mllion on -- oh,
you' ve changed, hello. Sorry, | didn't notice |
lost -- | traded staff.

So it's 600 mllion fromthe state

tax that we would then collect. And | believe --
because we also allow the city to do this,
because | think I"'mstill answering the city
guestion, | believe it allows the city to al so
apply the sane sales tax, which | think is

$300 mllion for them

And yes, people are describing gold

bars as a comobdity. But it's also netal. So if
| go out and buy gold jewelry -- and | |ove gold
jewelry, to be honest, | buy gold jewelry -- |

pay sales tax on it. And if |I buy a gold bar,
don't pay that tax.
And so it's just a perfect exanpl e,

for me, of our decisions to prioritize sone
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peopl e having to pay taxes and sone peopl e not
having to pay taxes. Because | renenber when

came to Al bany 25 years ago, | think the gold

tax -- the lack of gold tax was costing the state
about a hundred mllion dollars in tax. And now
we're up to 800 mllion

And t he problem again, who's buying
gold bars? Anyone here? Just curious. Anybody
have gold bars? The New Jersey senator did --

SENATOR O MARA: You can buy a
smal|l fortune in themin your jewelry.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | pay the tax
when | buy ny jewelry. Unless |I'mbuying a gold
bar to nelt it dowm to make nmy own jewelry.

Whi ch, trust me, |'mnot.

So | don't even understand why we
don't understand this kind of tax expenditure for
certain conpanies and for certain individuals is
justified because the rest of us are paying taxes
even on the sane product.

And you know what? Gold bullion
conpani es, they don't actually create jobs.
think there are three conpanies. And sonebody's
pushing the gold bullion in and out of the bottom

fl oor of several banks on Wall Street. But
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pretty nmuch those are the only jobs.

So it's not like even if they |eave
and go to a state that won't tax them that we
| ose jobs. So please don't m sunderstand.

New Yor kers who want to buy gold
bullion are still going to buy gold bullion,
don't kid yourself. But the conpanies say
they'Il leave, and I'mlike, Ckay, we'll have
sonme | ess crowded space in the basenents of a few
banks on Wall Street. And we really won't | ose
jobs. And we'll actually get nore tax revenue
that is needed for everybody who's probably not
buyi ng gol d bul lion anyway.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: |"mreally amazed
at your lack of concern of jobs leaving this
state, whether it's in the gold bullion, whether
it's financial services jobs.

My priority in the state, that
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people live in New York and people have jobs to
work at in New York. Not that we just collect
tax revenues from out-of-state businesses doing
business in New York State. W want to provide
j obs for New Yorkers.

And on the gold sales, that's not
the typical transaction where sonebody goes in
and buys a gold bar to take hone and put on ny
mantel to show that I'mrich or whatever. It's
not that kind of a retail transaction.

They're generally, on paper, trades
of the commodity very simlar to stock
transacti ons.

So it's just -- it's going to drive
this business out. It's a -- really a m nor
factor in the whole thing here, but it's just one
nore exanple of the |ack of concern with business

|l eaving this state and taking those jobs with

t hem

Movi ng on, Senator, if you'll
continue to yield -- M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor - -

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor continues to yield.

SENATCR O MARA: In addition to the
increase in taxes that we're allowing to New York
City, we have a significant anount of direct aid
that you referenced a bit earlier in the AlIM
di scussion that you nenti oned.

The Governor, in her budget, had
proposed | believe a $1.5 billion assistance to
New York City for the situation, the financia
situation that they're in now And in addition
to that, now, this one-house budget, by my read,
the Senate Majority is adding anot her
$693 mllion for tenporary assistance to the
city, both through TANF and for adult shelters,
on top of that 1.5 billion.

For the additional adult shelters
and Tenporary Assistance for Needy Famlies to
New York City, how much is this one-house budget
i ncreasing that for other areas of the state?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay. So the
adult shelter noney is 500 million. And the
Tenporary Assistance to Needy Fam li es,

193 mllion. And then there's also 263 mllion
for certain foster-care costs.

Several of these were cut fromthe
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City of New York during the Cuonb adm ni strati on,
and so we see this as a replacenent for noney
t hat was taken and never shoul d have been taken.

| don't know that this was cut from
other localities. So this was not noney taken
away fromother nunicipalities, it was just a --
oddly, a Denocratic governor and a Denocratic
mayor not |iking each other, and the Denocratic
governor deciding that he was going to punish a
Denocratic mayor in the biggest city in the state

by cutting funds that he could get away with

cutting.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So relative to
this additional 2.5 billion -- roughly now, |
guess, with the other stuff that you added in
there -- going to New York City from our revenues

in the state, ny understanding is that the
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Governor, when she put forth the 1.5 billion for
New York City for tenporary assistance, that she
offered up a hundred mllion dollars in tenporary
assi stance for the rest of the state.

Have you increased that other
assistance in addition to the $100 m|lion that
t he Governor put in?

SENATOR KRUEGER: My one denmand was
t hat they nunber the pages this year for ne.
It's hel pful.

SENATOR O MARA: It's hel pful.

SENATOR KRUEGER: It is helpful.

Through you, M. President. M
col | eague is correct about what the Governor did.
And actually, happily, as | review ours, we al so
i ncreased financial assistance to Rochester and
Yonkers by 40 mIlion each, Syracuse by
30 mllion, and Al bany by 15 mlIlion, all above
and beyond what the Governor proposed.

SENATOR O MARA: Wel |, thank you
Senator. |'ve been inforned that |'mout of town
{sic}, but I"mjust going to wap up here -- of
time. Did1l say out of town?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: Yes. Maybe both
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But thank you for your answers. And
this one-house bill is fantasy, but it's a very
scary and concerning fantasy for the future of
the State of New York

|"mglad there's been sone
recognition finally fromthe Senator on the other
side of the aisle that, yes, these increases nmay
very well cause conpanies to nove out of the
state and take the jobs with them That is a
huge concern to us.

The massive increases in aid to
New York City, in addition to them-- allow ng
themto increase their taxes that they're going
to raise, is just patently unfair to the rest of
the state. Well, maybe a couple of the upstate
Thruway cities are getting a little nore noney in
the end, but the rest of the state is not. And
t hey have needs just as well.

You're worried about the mayor
threatening a 10 percent property tax increase to
New York City, and | certainly don't want to see
that. But | have municipalities in nmy district
that are facing those sanme types of increases in
property taxes to New Yorkers in my district and

across the rest of the state. And they're not
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getting equal

treat nent.

And ny constituents and constituents

everywhere in New York State are struggling under

the unaffordability of living in this state.

Thi s budget that the Governor has proposed, and

is then exacerbated by this one-house proposal,

just makes New York State all that nuch nore

expensive and | ess affordable for New Yorkers to

live.

We need busi nesses here to provide

j obs for people that live here, because we're

sick and tired of people leaving this state to

find the opportunity el sewhere because we've

taxed and spent our way into an unaffordability

crisis in thi

you, Senat or

s state.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
O Mar a.

Senator Gl livan, why do you rise?

SENATOR GALLI VAN: | would like to

ask a few questions, M. President, on the

Medi cai d area of the budget.

you, Senat or

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
Gal | i van.
SENATOR GALLI VAN: And | al so nust
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say that I'mvery interested to hear of

Senat or Krueger's hopes and dreans to have

adopted a budget by April 1st. | share that.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | believe
Senator Rivera will be --

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Wl |
Senator Rivera yield for a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN So when we | ook
at Medi caid spending, we spend an awful |ot.
It's the biggest area of the budget. For fiscal
year '27, spending is projected to be over --
approximately $120 billion. The state share has
tripled in the last 15 years. |It's increased
nearly 60 percent in the last five years. And
this Senate one-house proposed budget i ncreases
the state share by 11.4 percent year over year.

So the Senat e one-house proposal
i ncreases Medicaid spending. It elimnates the

Medi cai d cap and renoves several Executive
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deficit reduction neasures. M/ question is, how
can you reconcile this approach with
affordability and fiscal sustainability?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. First of all, I would rem nd us
that what -- when we're tal ki ng about Medi cai d,
we're tal king about a programthat is a

safety net for so many worki ng-class and poor

New Yorkers all across the state. And when we're
tal king about affordability, the cost of

heal thcare is one of the main drivers of
unaffordability for basically -- it's sonething
that could be said certainly for the entire
country, and certainly for the State of New York

But furthernmore, M. President, 1'd
like to remind us that the federal government is
t aki ng sonme i mensely negative actions agai nst
the State of New York that seem punitive in ny
view, M. President, that ultinmately inpact
prograns |ike this.

This is not sonmething that is just
given away to just anybody. We're talking about,
M. President, folks who need nedi cal coverage.

And so yes, indeed -- through you,

M. President -- there are increases that we are
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proposing in this one-house budget. But |let us
not forget that regardl ess of what we are
proposing as far as an increase, in no way does
it make up for the inmense inpacts that will be
felt by the federal governnent's actions agai nst
the nost vulnerable in our state. And certainly
t hat includes those fol ks who are Medicaid
reci pi ents.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Wul d t he
Senat or continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN So the Executive
proposal increased year-over-year state spending
approximately 10 percent. And when she did this,
she al so alluded to the federal governnent and
i ndi cated that she backfilled the federa
gover nment cuts.

The Senate one-house, however, not
only -- not only continues what the -- includes
what the Governor had put in, it includes an

additional $630 mllion in spending in Mdicaid.
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Wiere's the $630 nmillion going?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President. |If the -- if he could repeat the
| ast part of your question. Were is it going
to, or where is it comng fronf

SENATOR GALLI VAN: No. The
Executive Budget -- according to the Executive
when she presented it -- backfilled what she says
were the federal cuts. The Senate one-house
i ncl udes an additional $630 mllion.

The question is, where is that
additional 630 mllion being spent?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President. The biggest chunk of that would
be for financially distressed hospitals. Wich
will remind you, M. President, is not just
sonmet hing that inpacts safety net institutions in
the cities or in urban spaces, but certainly in
urban districts and suburban districts, in rural
districts all across our state. There are nany
safety-net institutions that are not just for
this year but over nmany years of disinvestnent,
falling on hard tines.

And so the extra noney that we're

proposing in this particul ar budget, number one,
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is certainly -- in this the biggest chunk is for
di stressed hospitals. But again, I'll remnd
everyone that we are not naking -- we're nmaking a
dent, certainly. But the anpunt that -- the way

that | put it is the cuts that we already
suffered, M. President, fromthe federa
government are like a bat to the side of the
head. But come January next year, there cones
the ax for the other side of the head.

And so we're trying to do our best
with the resources that we have to -- you say --
nmy col |l eague says backfill; | say try to avert
t he worst outconmes for the nost vul nerabl e around
t he state.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Does the Senate
one- house include any of its own cost-saving

measures? |In the area of Medicaid, of course.
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SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President -- (glass falling). Goddamm, |
keep doing that to the dam bottle. Let me just
put it over here. There.

Through you, M. President. There
is language in the bill that refers generally to
wor ki ng al ongsi de with our Assenbly col |l eagues as
wel | as the Executive on finding efficiencies.
There's no specific outlined savings proposal
per se.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Wt hout flipping
the bottle over, yes, | will, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor yields. Quietly.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W' ve seen
recently a nunmber of investigations and audits
that have identified, you know, significant
anounts of fraud and inproper paynments across our
system the Medicaid system Anong them
$2.6 billion in Medicaid paynents potentially

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1282

made to individuals who do not live in New York
State; 196 mllion in inproper paynents under the
non- ener gency nedi cal transportation program

$68 mllion involving daycare operators in
Brooklyn; 3.5 mllion, fraudulent clains in
Orange County, anobng ot hers.

Does the Senate one-house budget do
anything -- given this docunented fraud and
i nproper paynents, does it do anything to
specifically focus on strengthening program
integrity and fraud prevention?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. There are a few ways in which the
State of New York can and i ndeed does find people
who are abusing the system both the Ofice of
Medi cai d I nspector General, OMG as well as a
part of the Attorney Ceneral's office that

i nvestigates these types of crines.

And I'Il rem nd ny coll eague that it
is precisely the fact that we have investigated
and found peopl e who are abusing the system that
any of the things that he is referring to have
been found.

So certainly none of us on this side

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1283

of the aisle will ever defend those fol ks who are
abusing the system particularly one that, as |
said before, not only serves the nost vul nerable
but also is on the brink of collapse because of
the federal attacks to it.

So | amall for identifying folks
who are being fraudul ent, who are abusing the
system and certainly would, as they say, want
t he book thrown at them

And we have entities in the State of
New York that do that sort of work. | thank them
for it. And we certainly would do what ever we
can to augnent their ability to continue to do
t hat .

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So the Senat or
referred to these people being caught. It's good

that they're caught through existing neasures.
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But ny question has to do with are -- does the
Senat e one- house provide for any additional fraud
prevention neasures in it?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. The budget itself doesn't have
anyt hing specific related to this.

But | certainly believe that if
there are entities, either at the state |evel or
at the federal level, that are looking to
identify illegal and inappropriate actions, and
they're asking for information to be able to
determ ne that, that we should provide it to
t hem

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
Senat or Rivera. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Gallivan.

Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. |If the sponsor would yield to a
few questions regarding auto insurance.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | believe
Senator Bailey will be responding.

Senat or Bail ey, do you yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Delightfully so.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bai |l ey vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.
Through you, M. President, if Senator Bailey
will yield to a question regarding Part F.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: He
yi el ds.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly,
Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Bai l ey,
in the Executive proposal was -- the executive
proposal included reform ng the definition of
“crimnal fraudulent act” and increasing
penalties for crimes involving insurance fraud.

Does the Senate one-house support
those initiatives?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Senate Majority was very
clear in our resolution |anguage that we support
maki ng sure that we have a nore affordable

New York, and by all measures in the Governor's
budget that we appl aud the Governor for taking
the steps that she had. But we have --
reasonable mnds can differ, and we differ in the

way that the | anguage was. The Senate Majority
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certainly looks forward to resolving this at the
end of this budget process and nmaking sure that
concepts that have been placed in the original
Executive Budget, that they are resolved in favor
of all New Yorkers.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Bai l ey,
what alternatives have you proposed to address
auto insurance fraud and to hold bad actors
accountable in this one-house budget?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Once again, that the conversation
is sonething that this Majority has been very

cl ear about. We've been contenpl ative through
roundt abl es, through hearings, through

di scussions wi th individual stakeholders, wth
group stakehol ders, associ ations, trade groups.

Anybody that is willing to listen, we've had the
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conversation

In the | anguage that was presented
by the Executive, well-intended | anguage, the
Senate Majority, again in our resolution
| anguage, has clearly indicated that we | ook
forward to havi ng an ongoi ng conversati on about
resolving the issues that you, Senator Hel m ng,
have nentioned, and many of our coll eagues have
nmenti oned, because they conme to us from our
constituents.

Qur constituents, our famly group
chats -- all of our conversations are related to
t he high cost of insurance and affordability and
fraud. And our resolution |anguage was
crystal-clear that we intend to engage in ongoi ng
and further discussion related to that.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senator, in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1288

Part F or Part G can you point to the |anguage
that says that the Senate Majority intends to
address this?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
M. President. The Senate's resolution
| anguage -- that was not necessarily in that
part -- was very clear. And out of respect for
t he two-hour debate limt, I'mnot going to
repeat everything that | said

But we are | aser-focused -- |I'Il use
anot her phrase -- to naking sure that
affordability is sonmething that we conquer in
this budget. But | think it was -- our
resol uti on | anguage was very clear.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Bai l ey,
why did the Majority reject the Executive

proposal reconfiguring the New York Mtor Vehicle
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Theft and | nsurance Fraud Prevention Board?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. For the sanme reasons in the prior
iteration of the questions. Wen you have
sonmething that is as conplicated and as conpl ex
as the issue of affordability as it relates to
auto insurance, pointing out one particular thing
or pulling one string sinply does that.

This does not do that. There is no
magi c bullet to affordability. There is no one
concept or one theory or one thought that wll
lead to affordability.

W're excited and willing to have
conversations about fraud, incidents of fraud,
data around fraud. W do not accept fraud. W
do not want fraud to happen. And that is one
thing I can certainly state: W are anti-fraud.
W do not want to have anybody doing fraud in our
st at e.

But the manner in which we should go
about investigating it, looking at it, exam ning
it, is sonething that we should have further
di scussi on about as we conclude this year's
budget .

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.
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Through you, M. President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Bai l ey,
are you happy with the way that the New York
Mot or Vehicle Theft and | nsurance Fraud
Prevention Board is operating currently?

SENATCR BAI LEY: M. President,
"happy" is a relative term "Happyi sh" is what
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins often says when we
speak about these conversati ons.

In all seriousness, ny personal
happi ness is not what is of worth, is of measure
in this Executive Budget. Wat matters in this
Executive Budget is figuring out how can we deal
with affordability.

And should we figure out a better
way to deal with fraud and deal with crinme as
related to auto insurance? |'mcertainly happy
to have that conversation. Again, it is an

ongoi ng conversation. And respectfully, ny
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per sonal happi ness has nothing to do with the
manner in which we nete out solutions and
measures in this Executive Budget.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, quickly on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG So maybe "happy"
wasn't the right term

However, all you have to do is | ook
at the New York State Conptroller audit of that
board, the prevention board. They | ooked at a
four-year period and saw that the board is
basically dysfunctional. They don't have a
guorum present, they can't take action.

The noney that our ratepayers are
putting into the fund to help control, deter,
reduce fraud and reduce insurance rates, a |large
portion of that every single year gets swept from
the Fraud Prevention Fund and goes into the
general budget. So | think it's sonething that
definitely needs to be addressed.

But through you, M. President, if
t he sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Bai l ey,
in Part FF it appears that the Senate
intentionally omts the Executive proposal to
extend the tinme franme insurers have to report
suspected fraud from 30 days to 60 days.

Wiy woul dn't the Majority want to
make sure that any suspected fraud -- that
there's tine to investigate it and to resolve?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. For the sane reasons |'ve

articul ated before. It -- on paper, it nmay seem
reasonable to you -- and I don't even know what
the -- what your position is, or your

conference's position is. But let's say that for

a second you did accept the Governor's | anguage.
What is responsible |egislating,

what responsible |egislators do is we take

| anguage, we review them and we have

conversations. This is not to say that you're

not a responsible |egislator, Senator Hel m ng.

certainly know that you are. And we've had
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responsi bl e conversati ons.

But it is up to us to be responsible
and thoughtful and diligent. And when we see a
wel | -i ntended, well-thought-out, reasonable
argunment, it's our job to continue the
conversation about how exactly the end result
COnes.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, on the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel mi ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG So | just want to
poi nt out that | appreciate Senator Bail ey saying
that the Majority is going to work on the issue
of reducing, preventing insurance fraud so that
we can reduce rates to taxpayers -- or to
rat epayers.

But 1'd like to point out that the
| anguage that the Majority has included in the
budget proposal is extrenmely weak. It doesn't
make a firmcomrtnent. It basically says "hopes
to continue working on this issue with its
partners in the Executive and Assenbly."

And that's on everything. That's to

hol d bad actors accountable, to reduce fraud.
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But 1'd like to go on the record.

As the ranking nenber of the Senate |nsurance
Commttee, |I'm deeply concerned. The Senate
one- house budget proposal intentionally omts
every single -- just about every single proposal
t hat woul d hel p reduce auto insurance fraud.

This is a real m ssed opportunity to
deliver reformand savings for New York drivers.
We tal k about affordability all the time. This
was an opportunity to take proactive neasures to
actual ly put savings back in people's pockets.

Mot or vehicle fraud and staged acci dent schenes
are not victimess crimes. Every fraudul ent
claimdrives up prem uns and forces honest

New Yorkers to pay the price.

St aged crashes al one add about $300
a year to individuals' car insurance costs. In
2023 our state ranked second in the nation for
staged auto crashes, with nore than 38, 000
suspected fraud cases being reported to the
New York State Departnment of Financial Services.

As a result of all of this, New York
drivers pay sone of the highest auto insurance
premuns in the country. | did sonme research and

found that for many New Yorkers, auto insurance

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1295

now costs nore than $4,000 a year. And for
people who live in the New York City area, it is
much, much hi gher than that.

| heard a comrent earlier that when
conpanies raise their prices, the costs don't
come down. Well, guess what? It's different
with the auto insurance industry. And we have
opportunities to bring those costs down.

During the budget hearings, the
Depart ment of Financial Services confirnmed that
enacting reforns will significantly reduce auto
i nsurance premuns. |In total, the reforns that
were onmtted fromthis budget proposal by the
Majority were projected to reduce rates by about
12 percent. That's real savings that famlies,
seni ors, businesses, the nunicipalities we heard
that we shoul d be watching over, the school
districts -- those are real savings that we're
wal ki ng away from

The Senate Majority rejected every
proposal to reduce auto insurance fraud and | ower
premuns. In place of real reforns, they offered
only their hope to continue working on the issue.

You know what ? Hope doesn't pay

anyone's bills. W need action to reduce
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i nsurance costs.

And for these reasons and so many
nore, | ask ny col |l eagues on both sides of the
aisle to help nake our state nore affordable and
reject this budget resolution before us.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

Senat or Mattera, why do you rise?

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the -- this is on energy.
Whul d t he sponsor please yield for a couple of
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | believe
Senat or Parker will be answering those questions.

Senat or Parker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: He
yi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: How are you
Senat or Par ker ?

A qui ck question. You know, why is
there nothing in the one-house that reflects the

Governor's stated desire to roll back the
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el ements of the CLCPA? And this is |ike one of
the nost inportant subjects to all New Yorkers
right now, what is happening with the utility
bills.

So why isn't there anything put in
t hi s one-house?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
M. President. Actually, | think there's a |ot
in the one-house as it relates to the CLCPA
t hi nk we have stated opposition very clearly in
t hi s one-house that we support the goals of the
CLCPA. W're tal king about a | aw that was
created in 2019 that we're in the process of
i npl enenting. And | think that we are going
forward with a nunber of proposals that we think
advance the goals of the CLCPA

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR MATTERA: Senator, with
over 1.3 mllion New York residents behind on
their utility bills, in light of the recent and
t roubl i ng NYSERDA nmeno outlini ng noving forward
with the CLCPA will have a very real financial
i mpact on all New Yorkers, this is atinme to see
change. And we see nothing has really happened
with real inpact on the real, illogical mandates
of the CLCPA, nothing to protect our residents
fromthe all-electric mandates, nothing
that increases -- it increases all utility bills.

This is in the face of NYSERDA s
meno. We know there was a nmenp that was out,
that this chanber said that that neno was fal se.
But we know that it was totally true.

Qobviously with gas prices going up,

spi ki ng, househol ds t hroughout the state will pay

t housands nore and busi nesses' cost is totally
i ncreasi ng.

Agai n, what are we doing to help
these 1.3 million residents that are behind on
their utility bills?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President. The reality is right now we have

a global increase in the prices of energy, right,
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because of a Republican war that was unsanctioned
by Congress, and it has literally raised the
prices of oil, gas and natural gas not just in

the State of New York, but throughout our

country.

Over the | ast week we've seen gas
rise over 50 cents per gallon -- in the | ast
week -- because of that war.

And when we | ook at what raises
prices of things like heating in our state, what
NYSERDA wi Il tell you, what the PSCwill tell
you, what the 1SOwll tell you is that that
happens because of the gl obal price of natural
gas, not because of sustainabl e energy.

And so in this nonent, the things
that are actually happening globally actually
enphasi ze the perspective that the Senate
Denocrats are coming from which is that we need
nore sustainable energy in our state inmediately
in order to lower prices and to make our state
ener gy- i ndependent .

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: No, it's not
that, Senator. That's this one week right now.
Thi s has been going on for -- you know, what's
happeni ng right now, since the CLCPA. W could
tal k about how the utility rates have gone up
over a hundred percent in all areas in New York
State. So stop the blane gane all the time with
t he federal governnent.

You know what? Let's talk about the
2 billion plus, $2.4 billion that NYSERDA, C ean
Energy Fund, unspent. And nearly 700 mllion
being held by utility conpanies waiting to be
transferred to the C ean Energy Fund.

Way is this happening? And why
aren't we doi ng anything about that? Qur
conference is the one that brought this forward.
And I"'mstill seeing nothing happening with that
$2.4 billion going back to the ratepayers that
are having a hard enough tine, |ike we tal ked

about -- there it is, 1.8 billion in arrears.
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But this is what we're doing, gouging, by having
a big fund of $2.4 billion.

Wiy isn't there anything right now
in this one-house?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President. W actually have a nunber of
measures in our one-house bill that actually
really address the real need of utility
affordability in our great state.

In fact, it's the Denobcratic
Conference of the State Senate that five years
ago canme forward with the first-ever utility
package. And we've passed it year after year
after year in this very house -- with nany of ny
col | eagues, M. President, voting against it.
Things that woul d provide deep affordability to
their constituents as well as mne.

And so you have seen not just sone
of the things that the Governor has put forward,
but in our one-house we've actually expanded the
nunber of things that we believe woul d provide
nore affordability around utilities, and we're
bringing themforward as things that we're going
to be negotiating in the final budget.

And so, you know, | think that we're
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doing all that we should be doing and frankly
nor e.

But let's also be clear that the
CLCPA and the plan hasn't even been inpl enented
yet. So you can't even tal k about |ike any
raising of utility prices being because of the
CLCPA because we haven't inplenented the vast
maj ority of the things.

And the big thing that we were going
to do, right, which was the offshore w nd, once
again got thwarted by Trunp's adm nistration. So
tinme after tinme after tine we see the State of
New York having to run to the defense of
New Yor kers because of a federal governnent that
continues to turn its back on us, that continues
to go into unsanctioned wars and create energy
crises globally. Right? As we |ook at prices
going up for all of our homes even as we speak.

And so in this nmonent we | ook at
t his one-house bill brought by this Majority that
says the way forward is to do the thing that
we've already said we're going to do. Right?
VWhich is protect New Yorkers by providing clean
sust ai nabl e energy. And it's the | aw al ready.

So what we're tal king about doing is foll ow ng
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t he | aw.

| know that this is a tough tine for
everybody. But this is New York. And when
t hi ngs get tough, New Yorkers get going. And
what we're doing in this one-house is our best
efforts to make sure that we stay on course with
the dimate Leadership and Community Protection
Act, because that's what we believe that we nust
do, provide |eadership in our community and
protect our climate while sinmnmultaneously making
sure that we have affordability, reliability and
neeti ng the energy needs of our great state.

SENATCOR MATTERA: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor still continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

M. President.

SENATOR MATTERA: You know, you
still didn't answer the question. You did not
answer the question.

Do you really feel -- I"'mgoing to
ask you again -- the $2.4 billion that's sitting
wi t h NYSERDA, should that go back to the

rat epayers that -- we tal k about affordability?
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This chanber -- that's what this budget was
supposed to be about. Ask Governor Hochul about
affordability. This isn't affordability. | know
it. Qur constituents are suffering. Again,
1.8 billion people can't even pay their bills.

VWhat are we doing to give this noney
back to the ratepayer, Senator?

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,
t hrough you. Wat we actually know about the
CLCPA and what we know about cap-and-i nvest,
which is also the law of the land, that still
needs to be inplenented, is that -- two things.

One, high energy prices are due to
the gl obal increase in gas, natural gas. Which
has not been helped -- in fact, exacerbated -- by
Trunp's war.

The second thing, that we understand
that a full inplenentation of the CLCPA and a
full inplenentation of cap-and-invest actually
woul d | ower prices for New Yorkers naking
$200, 000 or | ess throughout the state. They
woul d actually all benefit fromit. And so what
we' re doing is advancing that |ong-term goal.

| get it. People want gi mm cks.

Right? And sending people a $30 check is a cute
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gimm ck, but it actually doesn't create the
structural kind of change that we need in our
system And that's what we're commtted to, is
really addressing the issues and in a real,
substantial way.

And so we stand here today proud of
our one-house because we understood the anount of
time and effort and energy that both | egislators
and staff have put into putting these ideas
t oget her, nmaking sure that they're
cost-effective, and making sure that we are
addressing the affordability crisis that we have
here in the state, especially around utilities.

And again, this is not sonething
that we started this year on. You can | ook at
the record. W' ve passed this, you know, for
five consecutive years and really tried to bring
t hese issues to the forefront.

And so in this nonent what we're
trying to do is say use the resources that the
state has to advance the agenda that the | aw has
set up, both the CLCPA and cap-and-i nvest.
Because long term our energy costs will be | ower
and our state will have the resources that it

needs in order to neet the growi ng demand for
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electricity in the state.

Let ne be very clear. |f the CLCPA
was not in effect, we would still have the need
to produce additional generation. And how could
you in this nmoment argue that you should build
nore natural gas plants or coal plants or oi
pl ants when the gl obal price of natural gas and
oil is what has everybody's energy prices so high
in this nmoment?

And so really the answer is
sust ai nabl e energy. Right? And then |I have
al ways argued for an all-of-the-above approach as
it relates to sustainable energy. Right? Sun
during the day, wind at night, battery storage,
hydro, co-gen, all becone part of a mx that wll
not just fuel our state but al so provide the kind
of affordability, reliability and safety that we
all need and desire.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. Does the sponsor still please
woul d yield for a couple nore questions? Because
| woul d appreciate that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: And,

Senat or Parker that was great, that was a great
whol e story that you still didn't answer the
guesti on.

New Yor kers want a refund. And you
know what? You went on with that whole story,
whi ch was very, very nice about your wi nd and
solar, which | have no problemw th, that al
wi nd and sol ar, especially solar on buil dings.

But battery storage? Like you said,
you don't mnd a battery storage facility on your
buil ding in Brooklyn. Which we know it's nothing
but an experinment. W all know that.

So ny question again to you is how
do you feel about -- that we suspended, the
Governor suspended the All-Electric Buildings Act
in New York State? It should have happened in
New York City, by the way, but in New York State,
because we all know that in other words we can't
survive -- 75 percent of New Yorkers want natura
gas and need natural gas. Because guess what, we

all know why our utility bills are going up.
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But pl ease answer that question for
me about the suspension of the Al-Electric.

SENATOR PARKER: | am-- | continue
to be entertained in this chanber by people just
creating nunmbers and sayi ng what New Yorkers
want .

We all represent New Yorkers. And
don't have a bunch of people beating down my door
inny district tal king about "W want natural

gas. That's just literally not a thing. R ght?

Look, people want energy and they
want reliable energy, they want affordable
energy. They are asking for us to neet their
needs, which is what we have done in this
chanber. At |east under our | eadership.

And so |'m hearing two separate
guestions, the first of which is about nonies
being held or held by the utility possibly going
t o NYSERDA and what we should do with that.

| f you read our -- M. President,
any cl ose exam nation of our one-house proposal
tells you that our parts that address the -- you
know, what utilities should be doing through the

PSC, is that we should be exam ning these rate

cases, really just having a real good | ook and
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not just giving rate cases a go just because
t hey' re brought forward.

And in the case in which we find
that the rate cases don't have nmerit and a refund
is in order, we actually are suggesting in our
one- house that those refunds happen.

The second question seened to be
about, you know, other -- other things about, you
know, energy. Let's be clear about this. W've
been using sustainable energy in this state for a
hundred years. Right? And frankly the base of
our sustai nabl e energy programis actually hydro.
We have sone of the best hydroelectric facilities
inthe entire world, starting with N agara Falls.
Ri ght ?

And so this is not |ike sone new
untested thing or, you know, as ny coll eague
i ndi cates, sonme kind of experinment. This is
science. W actually -- thisis -- thisis a
known thing. This is known, as they say. Right?
And as we like to say in Brooklyn, what is
under st ood need not be explained. Right? W
have been doi ng sustainabl e energy globally for
decades. And, like | said, you know, over a

hundred years just here in this country.
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And so in this nonent we continue to
be conmtted to the CLCPA and the goals of the
CLCPA. W believe that what we shoul d be doing
with the Governor is working with her to | ook at
the other options that are avail abl e.

We have not addressed the issues
around demand response, which is over 10 percent.
There's lots of resources for us to do
weat heri zati on and, you know, renodeling of
buil dings in order to save energy.

We understand in our Geen Collar
Jobs Act that we have not just -- you know, not
just that I wote 10 years ago that we have
reupped for a nunber of years. It |owers
peopl e's energy prices. Right? 1t, you know,
reduces our footprint and also creates full-tine
jobs at a living wage with benefits.

And so the work that we have done
around sust ai nabl e energy and the work that
shoul d be done with the full inplenentation of
t he CLCPA and cap-and-invest are going to be
really, really inportant not just for the future
of the state froman energy perspective, but al so
for creating affordability, not just with

utilities but in the lifestyles of New Yorkers
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across our state.

SENATOR NMATTERA: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera on the bill.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, this budget is supposed to
be about affordability. You know what? This
budget is just out of control. Sixteen billion
dollars nore than | ast year, and to do nothing to
hel p our residents in New York State.

Energy is one of the nost inportant
t hi ngs, topics today, about people's utility
bills. They can't afford them And they | ook at
their bills every day and say, Wiat am | supposed
to do? There's a reason why we have 2.5 million
people residents of this great state, that exited
to go to Tennessee, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Florida, Texas, even South Dakot a,
because of what's happeni ng here. Gouging al
New Yorkers in their pockets and their
pocket books.

This chanber is doing this. |I'ma
very conservative person ny whole life. Wth

Pl umbers Local 200, with our pensions, naking
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sure to nmake sure that people can survive. And
you know what they're doing? Qur workers are

| eaving. Qur pension people are |eaving. They
can't afford to live here with that pension,
especially with what's going on here.

| magi ne that, a $270 billion budget,
nore than Florida, Texas, South Dakota and
Nort h Dakota combi ned. You can tal k about our
energy needs all day long. Qur NESE pipeline is
finally comng in because it's a necessity.

We had a neeting, we had a neeting
bef ore session started maki ng sure that that NESE
pi peline, we proved that we need to make sure
that NESE pipeline is here for the future of our
natural gas so we can survive here with our
ener gy needs.

To go sit there and say all
electric -- it doesn't work. W put the cart
before the horse. W need to nake sure that we
invest in our infrastructure first, then
transition into. No. |It's always the cart
before the horse with New York State

But there's the Governor again,
there she is, she sits there and she says:

Affordability. Last year it was about discovery,
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and that didn't happen. | think we're going to
have a | ate budget, everybody, because of this
situation. And | hope so. In other words, that
we repeal the CLCPA, we repeal cap-and-invest.
And you know what? And start over. Start over.
New drawi ng board.

That's how it's inportant,
especially for our energy needs for our future,
for our ratepayers. They care about certain --
they want their own fuel choice. They want their
energy choice. And you know what, M. President?
| will be voting a big no on this, first of all
because it hel ps no New Yorker in their pockets.
And that's what New Yorkers care about.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mattera.

Senat or Wl czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
|"d like to go briefly on the resolution and then
ask some questions on energy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you. Senator Wil czyk on the resol ution.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, in

Part RR of this budget resolution, the Senate
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Majority is using the Cean Energy Fund, which is
paid for by the ratepayers, to pay for $2,000
rebates on used Teslas. In Part SS, the Senate
Majority is using that same fund, asking people
to pay for -- who pay an electric and gas bill to
pay for an $1100 rebate for electric scooters and
bikes. In Part G3G the Senate Majority is

aski ng ratepayers to give out $2,000 rebates for
heat punps through NYSERDA, paid for once again
by ratepayers. In Part Ill, you' re asking

rat epayers to spend $3 billion nmore on NY-SUN to
build a capacity of 20 gigawatts of sol ar by
2035.

New Yor kers cannot afford their
energy bills now.

And with that, M. President, |
woul d ask someone on Energy to yield for a couple
of questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Par ker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: I will, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Par ker vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.
Through you, Madam -- through you, M. President,
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does this resolution use $2 billion in unspent
Cl ean Energy Fund and send them back to the

rat epayers, as has been proposed by an esteened
menber of our body?

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President, not
exactly.

There are -- as | indicated in ny
answer to Senator Mattera, there are instances in
which we are directing the PSCin their
exam nation of utilities and their rate cases,
when they find places where it's appropriate to
send back rebates -- I"'msorry, refunds, they are
sending refunds in. No, no, sorry, they're
directed to send refunds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor vyiel d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl you
yi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. Does your budget proposal here
have a one-year tax and surcharge holiday, as has

been proposed by a col | eague here?
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SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
M. President, we do not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? Does the sponsor yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes. |I'msorry,
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Par ker vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this
one- house budget resolution repeal the systens
benefit charge, as |'ve proposed?

SENATCOR PARKER: No, it does not,
M. President.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this budget
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resol ution repeal any piece of the CLCPA?

SENATCOR PARKER: No, M. President,
we proudly stand by the CLCPA, which we hel ped
negoti ate, and understand it as the nost
anbitious climate change law in the entire
country, one that should be not just a nodel for
the United States but hopefully will create the
dynamic in which we need to do a multinationa
understanding to save our planet and to | ower our
greenhouse em ssions gl obally.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: New Yor kers have
been scream ng about energy prices for the better
part of a year, and especially over the |ast few
mont hs. How much of a reduction, if your budget
resol uti on becanme | aw, becane the budget in
New York State, how nuch of a reduction in

utility costs could they anticipate?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1318

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,
t hrough you. W don't have an exact answer to
t hat because we're still trying to figure out how
much noney the utilities are overchargi ng our
constituents, both yours and m ne.
And so what we are suggesting in our
one-house is to have sone real answers around
t hose nunbers. That way we can understand how
much savings our proposals will in fact bring.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?
SENATOR PARKER: Yes.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this
one- house budget resol ution include
Senator O Mara's bill on ratepayer transparency
so they actually can see where every dollar on
their bill is going to all of these things?
SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
M. President. W actually have a nunber of

proposal s that create transparency, including
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| anguage from vari ous nenbers, including
Senat or Mayer, Senator Hi nchey, nyself and
others, that create a level, a significant |eve
of transparency and accountability that does not
currently exist either in the PSC or in the
rat e-case process.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The concern is
specifically on green energy mandates. W] I
peopl e be able to see what green energy projects
are being paid for out of their utility bill if
any of those proposals -- | didn't even see
necessarily that they were included in this
resolution, if they are. WII|l we see any of that
out of this resolution?

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,
t hrough you. The proposals that we have put

forward in our one-house actually requires an
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exam nation of projects that is currently not
required either by the CLCPA or in current |aw.

And so what we're suggesting is to
create the kind of transparency that allows us to
under stand what projects are being paid for, how
they' re being paid, and where that energy is
going. So we hope to in fact do that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On
cap-and-invest -- and | don't want to rehash a
| ot of the things, but cap-and-invest, NYSERDA
estimates, will cost New Yorkers about
$5.7 billion additional each year. They say that
the programw || add $2.23 per gallon of gas.
They say that each househol d energy cost can
anticipate $4100 a year in additional cost to the
rat epayer. They say that cap-and-invest wll

cost businesses 46 percent nore in utility costs.
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They say that delivery trucks will cost
60 percent nore to run.

| s that affordable?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | love Doreen Harris, but they're
absolutely wong in this particul ar anal ysis.

Now, one, you can nmake nunbers say
al nost whatever you want themto say. Part of
what's not happening here is a real buil dout of
under st andi ng where the program starts and where
it ends. It also does not take into account the
nmoney that's actually going back into conmunities
because of the care econony that's built into the
CLCPA -- I'msorry, into cap-and-invest.

And so there -- and al so what's not
built into there is funds that are used out of
NYSERDA whi ch are of f-book and don't conme out of
the General Fund that actually pays for nost of
the stuff that you tal ked about earlier with the
Cl ean Energy Fund, you know, and rebates that in
fact get us to a place of |ess energy.

We actual ly know t hat using
el ectric vehicles actually saves peopl e noney.

So creating a rebate that in fact does that

actually hel ps themboth with the capital
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purchase but, nore inportantly, with the long --
over time, use of the vehicle will in fact reduce
t he energy cost.

Heat punps. The use of sol ar
whet her community aggregated or utility-scale, is
a much cheaper commodity for ratepayers to use
than oil or natural gas that they're dependent on
now.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the resol ution.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You know, Doreen
Harris and NYSERDA has often referred to as the
experts that we're supposed to trust on these
things. But it's amazing that we don't trust the
experts when they show New Yorkers how much this
is going to cost them That is their concern
You're happy to -- you're happy to say, Ch, the
experts are all right on all of these climte
nodel s, but when we ask them how much it's going
to cost -- well, ignore the cost.

You' re ignoring New Yorkers right
now, and the experts. You don't want to trust

the experts there? The Departnent of Public
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Service reported in Decenmber of 2025 -- this is
before all of your offices started getting calls
about angry ratepayers over the cold nonths --
that 1.4 mllion custoners in the State of
New York were 60 days or nore behind in their
energy bills already. One in eight residential
custoners for our utilities were already in
arrears in Decenber.

| magi ne what that |ooks |ike today.
People can't afford -- they're not even paying
their energy bills right now. | don't know how
could say it any |ouder or how | coul d enphasi ze
it on their behalf any nore. They can't pay what
you' ve al ready done, and you're asking themto do
nor e.

And you' ve ignored conprom se.
There's 63 Senators in here. Twenty-nine of you
have signed on to a letter saying we don't want
to nove on the CLCPA. Cot it. Cuess what?
That's no longer the najority. The mgjority in
this body says we do want changes to the CLCPA
The majority of New Yorkers that can't afford it
say that they want changes to the CLCPA because
they can't afford their utility bills now.

You have an obligation not to
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respond to ne, to respond to the people of the
State of New York who are saying what you're
doing is unaffordable. And in your one-house
bill resolution today you' ve conpletely m ssed
t hat opportunity.

Stop raising our energy prices.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the resol ution.

Senat or Borrello, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President. | would |ike to ask a question
about HWH Article VII new Part KK, the gender
affirm ng care access program if sonebody woul d
answer that question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | believe
Senator Rivera will be responding.

Senator Rivera, do you yield to
guestions?

SENATOR RI VERA: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President. This is a new programthat was

created, the Gender Affirm ng Care Access
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Program Does this Gender Affirm ng Care Access
Program you' re creating and funding allow m nors
to receive gender-affirmng care?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. GCender-affirmng care -- | should
say age-appropriate gender-affirmng care is a
necessary thing for people all around our country
and for, in this case, young people in this state
and around our country.

| understand that mny coll eague
perhaps -- or certainly -- you know what, | wll
not speak of my colleague. But certainly folks
on the other side of the aisle like to paint this
terrible picture, this horrible scene in which
kids are nmanipulated into trying to becone
sonmet hing that they are not, where they're
operated on wi thout their consent or their
parents' consent or sone other terrible thing.

As opposed to that, gender-affirmng
care, M. President, age-appropriate
gender-affirmng care is naking sure that when
there are young kids who are going through a
situation in their lives where they're trying to
find out who they are, they can be supported.

Not through operations or other things that sone
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folks on the right have been trying to make seem
like it was happening. No, no, no.

What we're tal ki ng about is
age-appropriate gender-affirm ng care to nmake
sure that kids and their parents who are going
through a situation in which they're trying to
figure out who they are, can be supported. And
when they reach the appropriate age,

M. President, and under nedi cal supervision,
they could potentially have nedi cal procedures,
have drugs that they m ght take, etc.

So just -- 1 just want to make sure
that as far as the definition of what we're
tal king about, that is what we're tal ki ng about,
and so -- when we speak about gender-affirmng
care.

And as far as this is concerned, as
this particular programor part in the budget, it
is avery -- it is simlar to a bill that is
carried by one of our colleagues here in this
chanmber, Senator Conzalez. And it would be -- it
will create a fund that would be available for --
to support parents and children that are going
through this type of situation

So it would i ndeed, M. President,
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impact mnors. It would indeed inpact folks who
are not 18. But it would indeed include their
parents and woul d i ndeed be done with

prof essi onal s who care deeply about these young
peopl e and the situations that they're going

t hr ough.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al'l right, so
you confirmthat children under the age of 18
wi Il have access to this.

But you brought up parents. So can
you explain to ne where in here it requires
parental consent and parental notification to get
that care? | don't see that here.

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, this current proposal does not
change anything in current state law. Current

state law requires this parental consent.
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But again, there's a reference, an
i nference that people are supposed to make from
this conversation and fromthe types of questions
that are being asked. And | repeat again, we are
not tal king about sone horror version of sone
transformation that happens to people w thout
themwanting it. W're tal king about young
chil dren who, yes, are under 18 and therefore
still under their parents' care. But we're
tal ki ng about the type of age-appropriate
gender-affirm ng care that might be given to
t hem

It does not necessarily
i ncl ude surgery, does not necessarily include
pharmaceuticals. But it does include care for
t hose individuals and a respect for who they are.

So there's going to be all sorts of
i nferences. But the direct question -- the
direct answer, M. President, is that there's
nothing in reference in this particular part that
refers to parental consent, but it does not
change anything in current state |aw, which
refers to parental consent.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | think it's
very clear that there is no parental consent
required. It's happened tine and tine again. In
fact, schools are prohibited fromtelling parents
should a child come to them and tal k about, you
know, their gender issues.

So | guess I'mgoing to ask the
guestion, then, what part of the law in New York
State outside of this bill would require parental
consent before a child could get |ive-changing
surgery or medication?

SENATCR RI VERA: M. President,
through you. 1 will say it once again. And now
nmy coll eague says it directly. There is no
situation in which there will be some sort of
transformation without a process that an
i ndi vi dual goes through.

This is -- | have a -- | have a

trans niece, M. President, a trans ni ece who
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lives in the worst place to live in this country
at this monment for her situation, Florida,
M. President, after the election, reelection of
t he person who currently sits in the Wite House.
She works at an Au Bon Pain or
sonmething |li ke that, one of these places that
makes French sandw ches or whatever. A person in
a red hat, sonebody wearing a nice red hat orders
a sandwi ch, sees ny ni ece nmaki ng the sandw ch,

and then proceeds to berate her |oudly and

publicly in the restaurant, saying "I don't want
that" -- and then said a slur -- "making ny
frigging sandwich.” Had to be escorted outside.

My niece had to go back hone.

This person felt enpowered to say
those things. | believe that what we're talking
about here, while it may be couched in a
conversation about this particular piece of the
one- house budget proposal, has this broader
stigma attached to it. As though when we say
gender-affirm ng care, we're tal king about Kkids
bei ng taken away fromtheir parents and being
transfornmed w thout their consent.

That is not what gender-affirmng

care is, regardless of what ny coll eagues believe
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or what certain people on the right believe.

And so | once again will say there's
no one who is snatched fromtheir parents' arns
and transforned into sonething that they're not,
and taken away fromtheir famlies. That's not
what gender-affirmng care is. It never was, it
never has been. And this certainly does not
provide for anything like that to happen in the
State of New York.

As opposed to that, it proposes the
creation of a fund which would support
i ndi vidual s, parents and children, that are going
t hrough this process so that they can do so with
care and with |ove and with support.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrell o on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | really
didn't get any real answers to the questions, but
| appreciate your stories.

There's another part of this bill
that's al so concerning for me. | was going to
ask the question, but I'mnot going to get an

answer. And that's the fact that this noney
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could be used to help pay for doctors' liability
and mal practice insurance. And we all are aware
of the fact that there was just a recent New York
case where a jury awarded $2 mllion to a
gender-transitioned patient who was transitioned
as a mnor but, later, courts determ ned that she
had been unlawfully pressured and the doctors
ultimately were found |iable of nedica

mal practice for pushing her to have the
gender-affirm ng surgeries.

So now we're going to allow nore of
that, and we're going to cover the cost for these
doctors to do this.

What's interesting about this is
this. In New York State you have to be 21 to buy
al cohol or marijuana. You have to be 18 to get a
tattoo. If a mnor wants to get their ears
pierced -- ears pierced -- they have to have
parental perm ssion, and when they go there, they
actually have to have a copy of the child' s birth
certificate and the parent needs to present their
photo I D to prove who they are. Shocking.

But if a 6-year-old decides that
today | don't think I'ma boy anynore, |'ma

girl, that can happen with no safeguards in
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place. And this fund, this fund will allow that
t o happen.

Now, | don't have an issue with
soneone who's an adult who nakes an adult
deci si on about something that is irreversible.
Irreversible. But | do have an issue with a
child doing so. And that's the problemwth
this. 1It's reprehensible, and I'Il be voting no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ashby, why do you rise?

SENATCR ASHBY: Good afternoon,
M. President. Wuld the appropriate Senator
yield for questions regarding HWH Part H?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rivera, will you be yielding to the questions?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

M. President. This has to deal with materia
transactions. There had been in place a

$25 million threshold. Now, additional

regul ations will be in place when they exceed

$100 mllion, or when deenmed necessary.
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Has t here been any consideration to
what this will do in terns of increasing
Medi cai d expenses?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. So this particular part of the
one- house budget proposal has to do with what are
known as material transactions. |In the State of
New York we would -- we not only have it in | aw,
but we certainly want to nake sure that as many
of our dollars go to actual care as possible.

The reality is that in sone
situations -- so | should back up. So for that
to be the case, we want to nake sure that
facilities that provide care should be owned by
fol ks who provide care.

But unfortunately, some of the ways
that it works sometinmes, because private equity
gets involved, as you know, M. President, and
figures out a way to nake noney sonmewhere, there
are sone tines where there's all these sorts of
transactions that happen when the cousin or the
ni ece or the nephew or the brother or the father
then owns the building and then rents it out, and

t hen the cl eaning conpany that's owned by this
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and -- there's all sorts of things that m ght
happen there that ultinmately nean the dollars
that should go fromthe State of New York to care
instead are going to fatten the pockets of
sonmebody who's just figured out to how to nove

t he stacks around so that -- so that they can
make sone noney in -- by owning a building, then
renting the building to thensel ves, et cetera,

et cetera, et cetera.

So the hundred mllions that we're
tal ki ng about are for the sake of the Departnment
of Health -- they have the discretion to use as
much as that to do further investigation, further
searches, if you will, to determ ne whether these
types of things are happening.

So that's -- that's ultimately what

this is about. This is not about -- this is not
about nore noney being charged to -- for -- to
t axpayers, et cetera. |It's about allow ng the

Departnment of Health to have a pot of nobney that
t hey woul d have the discretion to use to further
t hese investigations to determ ne whether the | aw
is being foll owed.
SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: So I'I'l take that
as a no.

In terns of the length of tine to
del ay these transactions, it's 180 days. That's
six months. And certainly | can see this being
appl i ed when there are bad actors, right, but in
many i nstances there are not bad actors. And in
rural areas, for exanple, and in nonrural areas,
there are non-bad actors where, when they face
this hurdle, they're sinply going to close rather
than nmerge, then leaving their patients in
deserts, healthcare deserts.

Has this been exam ned?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: So t hrough you,
M. President, certainly I'm-- we should
consider the conversation we had a little earlier
about that extra noney that we're putting into

t he budget that -- into this one-house budget
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proposal that sone of ny coll eagues criticized
that has to do with providing support to
di stressed providers.

|"mcertainly aware of parts of the
state that are healthcare deserts or that have --

or have a dearth of services. But in this case

what we're saying is that it is -- this is not
intended to -- this is not intended to stop the
fol ks who are good actors. |Instead, it is neant

to di ssuade those who are bad actors.

And the -- and we found that -- that
is ultimtely the goal of this. And it is not to
di ssuade i ndividuals fromacquiring, you know,
heal thcare facilities if they're going to do so.

But we just want to nake sure that
we have a little bit of extra tinme to make sure
that if these types of changes are happeni ng,
that they're being done as a way to nmake sure
that nore care can be provided and not just sone
nore noney can be nade by certain people that
m ght be involved. And | certainly think that
that's a good thing that the state should do.

SENATCR ASHBY: On the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Ashby on the resol ution.
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SENATCR ASHBY: M. President, what
will eventually happen with this is that the
patients who are unable to be seen because these
nmergers are being denied over a six-nonth period,
huge fines being in place, is they will go to the
hospital to be seen.

VWhich will drive up nedical costs,
because everybody in this body knows that
hospital costs for healthcare and Medicaid are
hi gher than a physician's office. And that
doesn't just have to be with primary care, that's
specialty care as well. So that's cancer care.
That's OB care. That's across the board driving
theminto a setting that is nore expensive, wll
drive up Medicaid costs continuously.

| will be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ashby.

Senat or Borrello, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

Com ng up for a second tine here.
So I"'mwearing this sport coat; | had to.

So woul d sonebody answer a question

on Part W for me? VV.
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O what. Good question. | didn't
get that part. |It's a question about they
were -- you're striking the word "citizen" in
that section. Good question. |'mnot sure.

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: We're | ooking for

SENATOR BORRELLO We' || cone back
around later. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you. And
as we search for the section of the resolution
that Senator Borrello is referring to, let ne
rem nd everyone we're now 15 minutes away from
t he two- hour nark.

And so with remai ni ng nenbers who
have questions, just understand the tine frane.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President. | had a question -- or a few
guestions on SEQRA. And | was hopi ng soneone

woul d answer just a few questions.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | believe
Senat or Harckham wi || be respondi ng.

Senat or Harckham do you vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM | do,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Har ckham yi el ds to questi ons.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

This proposal differs fromthe
Governor's proposal, isn't that correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, it does. It narrows the focus of
what the Governor was trying to do.

We base -- through you

M. President -- our notion of what this should
be on a bill this chanber passed before, a
Senator May bill, nuch narrower focus,

mul tifam |y housing, focused on urban and
sem -urban infill, as opposed to spraw and ot her
projects that the Governor had incl uded.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: This bill
would -- or this provision would effectively
determ ne that there is no inpact under certain
ci rcunstances for the construction of nultifamly
homes in communities. 1Isn't that right?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, it would do a few things.

One, it narrows and puts a finite
timeline on the environnental inpact statenent.
So that would be limted to a year.

And then yes, essentially if a
property had been devel oped, redevel oped, and was
an infill site, yes, it would effectively do
that. As opposed to, you know, a new virgin
site. That would be a different thing.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So if we tear
down houses to build nultifam |y housing, that
property has al ready been disturbed and therefore
there woul d be a presunption, given certain
paranmeters that are in the | anguage of this
provi sion, that that could be built wthout
consi deration of the inpacts because it woul d be
determ ned, because of the | anguage of this bill,
that there are no inpacts.

(Pause.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. It could require -- necessitate
an exenption from SEQRA, but it does not exenpt
what ever the project is fromthe regular | ocal
zoni ng and pl anni ng and ot her environmnent al
regul ations that there may be, either statew de
or through the runicipality.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

M. President, on the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So that's the
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issue with this particular piece, is that it
presupposes that the |ocal governnent, through
their permtting process, has the sanme effect of
SEQRA, which it doesn't.

Anyone who understands the process
and the burden that this places on our |ocal
comunities, on our villages and towns and
cities, has to understand that nerely saying that
you can build 200 units in a community of |ess
t han 90, 000 peopl e w thout doing an i npact
statenent and allow ng for people and the
devel oper to mtigate those costs, is a m stake.
Whet her it's water resources, Ssewer resources,
whether it is the inpact on the | ocal community,
and whether it's a right fit, height, density.

It doesn't speak to how big the

property has to be, how many units per acre. It
just says in a community -- and there are various
stages here -- you can build up to a certain

anount with no inpact.

Now, the consequence of that,
M. President, not only is that we're taking away
the opportunity for a local community to properly
gauge what the inpact is -- and they have every

right to do so.
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But if you understand | and use and
you go beyond what the SEQRA requirenents are, if
they go and ask for a variance and an area
vari ance, M. President, part of the
determ nation of an area variance in a community
is whether or not the inpacts to the community
are offset by the benefit fromthe project.

And if you're going to presuppose
that there is no inpact fromthe project, you are
al ready putting your finger on the scale and
forcing that community to build, and you are

underm ning zoning in every comunity of this

st at e.

So for those of us who are concerned
about the environment, if you are -- and | know,
Senator, you are -- how do we do that and not

allow for those itens to be properly nmeasured and
properly determned in a way that is respectful
for that |ocal conmmunity?

This is a mstake. SEQRA can and
shoul d be streamined. But this goes too far.

M. President, one nore series of
guestions with regard to PPG5 Part L and PPGG
Part M having to do with immgration, if the

sponsor woul d yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Yes,
bel i eve Senator Myrie will be respondi ng.

Senat or Myrie, do you yield?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

| notice that these parts were
elimnated fromthe Governor's budget altogether.
| s that because the majority disagree with the
Governor and feels that the Governor has gone too
far with regard to these provisions and therefore
wants no part of it? O is it because you
believe that the Governor's provision doesn't go
far enough and you want to address it outside of
t he budget? Wiichis it?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. And | appreciate the question.

| think we make clear in our
resol ution | anguage that we are concerned about
sone of the actions that we have seen, sone of
the constitutionality questions, some of the
i mm gration enforcenent that has had

di sproportionate inpacts on particul ar
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comuni ties throughout the state.

And this is a conplex area of |aw
W had, as a state, taken action in this space
si X years ago when we passed the Protect CQur
Courts Act that was challenged in our courts and
uphel d as constitutional.

And so the state has an ability to
exercise its constitutional power. W respect
and appreciate the constitutional power that the
federal governnment has in the inmm gration space.
And because of that, we think that this is a
conversation that shoul d be happeni ng outsi de of
t he budget.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So is the
Majority taking a position with regard to the
| anguage? Is it -- is it not -- does it not go

far enough? O is it just too nmuch and therefore
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you believe the Governor has gone too far?

|"mjust looking for clarity with
regard to the majority's position in repealing or
removi ng these sections fromthe resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. Qur Majority Leader | think has
been cl ear publicly about the sentinent of our
conference in wanting to nove forward on policies
surroundi ng i mm gration.

| note that the Governor herself put
this conversation outside of the budget by
i ntroducing three programbills, which to us
i ndicates that she wants to have this
conversation outside of the budget as well. So
we | ook forward to working with the Assenbly and
t he Governor to make that happen.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And of course --
t hrough you, M. President. And of course I'm
sure the Senator nmeans with every Senator in this
chanmber as wel | .

Thank you very nuch. And thank you
Senat or .

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Borrell o, why do you rise?
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SENATOR BORRELLO "' m back. | do
have the section now Part W of TED.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | believe
Senat or Harckham wi || be respondi ng.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Ri ght,

M. President. Sorry. Scribbling ny notes.
apol ogi ze, M. President. Apologize, Senator.

SENATOR BORRELLO W11l the sponsor
yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So interesting
that 19 tines in this section you struck the word
“citizen" and replaced it with "community."” Can
you expl ain why?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yeah. Thank
you, M. President. Through you. Just it's a
broader term It's nore inclusive.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

ober acker, why do you rise?
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SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,

M. President. | was wondering if | could get a
answer to agriculture.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Krueger, will you be respondi ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: l"mgoing to fil
in for agriculture, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Ckay. Do
you yield, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.
Through you, M. President. And | would like it
duly noted the fact that ny question,

Senat or Krueger, will pertain to meat processing
and nmeat processing plants.

And the fact that | amdressed as a
cattleman today is strictly a coincidence that |
woul d |i ke duly noted.

So with that, Senator Krueger, the
one-house fails to include funding for neat
processing grants, and farmers have continued to
express their concerns around the neat processing
avai lability in this state

So ny question is -- through you,
M. President -- why did the Senate fail to
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i ncl ude anot her round of funding for neat
processi ng grants?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | will openly confess we

predi cted this question, and Senator Hi nchey and
| were able to have a conversation so that |
woul d be prepared for you. So thank you for
asking the right question.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So to answer, we
created a funding stream previously to provide a
grant programa few years ago to neet these
needs, and it was a Senate add. It's been very
successful. And in fact the fundi ng was
over subscri bed, so we did another year. That
hasn't gone out yet, but it's going out very,
very soon. So |I'mjust reading the notes.

The programwas for the first tine
oversubscribed. W did a second round. It
shoul d be goi ng out the door soon. Ag and
Markets did an RFP. The Hudson Vall ey
Agri busi ness Devel opnent Corporation is who
di stributes the noney. And we have al so funded
themin the budget as well with aline item to

help themwi th ensuring that this program
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continues to nove forward and that the noney does
get spent.

And | suspect if we were to ask
Senat or Hi nchey on anot her day, she would say
sounds like we'll probably want to fight for this
yet again next year.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

On the reso, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ober acker on the resol ution.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat answer .

M. President, you know, our farmers
spend a lot of time, effort and of course noney
into getting their cattle ready to be sent to
mar ket. Any day after that is a maintenance
program which is extrenely expensive and woul d
al so be an issue when it cones to quality.

You know, we have a saying, we say
no farns, no food. Well, in this case, if we
don't have the availability to process that food,
we won't have the farns.

So with that | thank you

Senat or Krueger, for that, and | woul d encourage
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all of us to get behind this type of novenent.

So M. President, thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Oberacker.

Senat or Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: To speak on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank all mny coll eagues
for the debate today. | did have sonme questions,
but 1'mjust going to speak on the bill.

| have heard the word "Washi ngt on"
come out of the nouths of ny coll eagues on the
other side of the aisle nore than |I've heard
about Al bany, nore than |I've heard about our
constituents.

We're ignoring the probl ens that
we're creating right here in this chanber. W
tal k about policies that are com ng out of
Washi ngton. Let's take a | ook at what New York

has done since 2019, when you have been in
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charge, where New York stands in conparison to
every ot her state.

We have the second- hi ghest total tax
burden between i ncome, property and sales tax in
the country. Hi ghest individual tax burden in
the country. Fourth-highest property tax burden
in the country.

Qur residential electricity
rates are 50.7 percent higher than the national
average. Conmercial electricity rates,

61. 6 percent higher than the national average.
Hone prices, 27 percent higher than the national
average. Auto insurance, 41 percent higher than
t he national average. Childcare, 17.6 percent
hi gher than the national average. W have the

second-wor st business clinate in the country.

The Tax Foundation ranks us dead |ast -- dead
last -- in tax conpetitiveness. W' re nunber one
in outward mgration. W've lost a mllion of

our residents since 2020. One New Yorker | eaves
this state for sonewhere el se every two m nutes
and 23 seconds.

And what do we do with this bill
today in our chanmber? W nake it worse. W

rai se taxes by $5.6 billion. W raise taxes on
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smal | busi nesses. W raise taxes on |arge

busi nesses. Rather than telling New York City to
tighten its belt, we bend a knee to the whins of
our socialist mayor, providing direct aid and tax
aut hori zations for another $5.1 billion on top of
the taxes that we're already raising.

We do not hi ng about Medicaid fraud.
Enpire Center says that we spent $2.1 billion on
non- New Yorkers. Three mllion people nore are
on the rolls than are financially eligible for
Medicaid in New York State.

We do not hi ng about NYSERDA
Denocrats' radical environnental policies wll
cost the average New Yorker $4100 a year, wll
raise the price of a gallon of gas within
five years by an extra $2.23 a gallon. W do
not hi ng about it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Rhoads. Appreciate your tinme, but
we have reached that two-hour mark where debate
i s now cl osed.

We'll call the roll at this tinme

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: As we go

into vote explanations, | rem nd the house that
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we are limted to two m nutes per nenber to
expl ain your vote, and we will be looking to
mai ntain that two-mnute tinme frame.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: You know, | want to
talk a little bit about why I'"mgoing to vote for
this, and tal k about energy.

| think it was said that with
respect to energy that not one thing was done for
New Yorkers. | disagree with that. | take
exception to that. | believe that we are passing
a bill that adds additional inappropriate utility
expenses for its review for the Public Service
Conmi ssi on.

W are requiring utilities to return
revenues in excess of their authorized return,
and equity back to taxpayers. And we're going to
nodi fy the Executive proposal to limt utility
recovery of retroactive rate increase charges
back to ratepayers. | think that's a good thing.
It's transparency. And |I'mdi smayed as to why
anybody woul d be voting agai nst that.

Second, | want to tell you a little
bit about -- we talk a | ot about energy prices

and affordability, and I think there's a |ot of
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conversations and | think, quite frankly, a | ot
of msinformation. And quite frankly, | think a
ot of it's disingenuous. | had alittle -- ["11I
tell you a quick story, and this is why |I'm
t al ki ng.

| had a little epiphany over the
weekend. | happened to be visiting my brother
and sister-in-law in the great state of
Pennsyl vania. And ny brother-in-law happens to
be in the banking business and the comerci al
| endi ng business. W tal ked about energy, we
were talking a little bit of politics, and he
said, You know, it's hard and a | ot of people
aren't borrowi ng so much noney because --
busi nesses aren't, because of the costs of their
natural gas in business and the utility bills.

The point to that story is | would
rem nd everybody that Pennsylvania is having the
same problemthat we are. And guess what they
don't have? The CLCPA that everybody keeps
bl am ng that on.

So | also want to tal k about the
NYSERDA report that everybody keeps talking
about. There's also another report, the New York

St ate | ndependent System Operators, which tal ks

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1357

about the price of utilities, the volatility of
the gas market. And as we say back hone, yes,
you don't have to be an econom st to understand
that when the price of gas goes up and it's a
col der winter and you use nore of it, thenit's
going to go up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ryan.

SENATCOR RYAN: Let's tal k about the
i nconveni ent truth {inaudi bl e}.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Tedi sco to explain his vote for two m nutes.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

My col | eagues on that side of the
aisle in 2019, | believe, and for the |ast seven,
ei ght years, have had the trifecta with the
Assenbly. You control all levers of power. '21,
‘22, '23, '24, Joe Biden was the president. It
was budgets like this, over the |ast eight years,
where you had full control -- and the taxpayers
shoul d know that -- of governnment, all |evers of
power. That we were nunber one in outmgration,
one of seven states that |ost another

representative in 2022, when Joe Biden and you
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were in total control. W're projected to |ose
two nore representatives in 2032.

And this is -- M. Rhoads talks
about -- Senator Rhoads -- this is interstate
mgration in mnutes, how fast are taxpayers
| eaving states. And we're 48th. Every 2 mnutes
and 23 seconds, sonebody | eaves the State of
New York. Not to go to Disneyland or take a
vacation, to live in another state.

Only California is one mnute and
44 seconds. Forty-eight other states retain
peopl e.

That exodus is going to continue.
You' ve all seen Casabl anca where the sheriff
wal ks in, Claude Rains: "I'm shocked that
there's ganbling in this casino.” Hunphrey
Bogart.

You' re shocked, with the Governor,
that there's an affordability problenf? You
created the affordability problem And | don't
know, | sent this to all the nmedia, | haven't
heard a word about it. |If | was in a state where
every two m nutes or so people wal ked out, |
woul d be tal king about that. And | think this is

anot her thing that's going to create an exodus.
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We're not going to be the
Enpire State. And it's a beautiful state.
Peopl e shoul d be staying and com ng here. W're
going to be the enpty state if budgets like this
continue, with nore taxing and spendi ng.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Tedi sco to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Murray to explain his vote
for two m nutes.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President. | actually was going to get up
and ask sone questions, but | understood, we ran
out of tine.

So | just want to point out one
particul ar portion of the resolution, the Safe By
Design Act. And listen, when we tal k about
busi ness and smal |l busi ness and the things that
we i npose on them | don't think it's done for
nef ari ous reasons or bad reasons. In fact, |
think it's -- for the nost part, it's good
intentions. But it's the understandi ng of what
the inplications those good intentions have.

So here's what this says it is. By

the way, all of these pages are describing this
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act. But it says privacy by default. No
operator shall offer a covered platformin the
state wi thout conducting age assurance to

reasonably determ ne whether a user is a covered

m nor .

So we go to what's a covered
platform Well, that shall nmean an online
platform Well, what do we nmean by online

platforn? Well, that shall mean a public or
sem public website, online service, online
application or nobile application that -- and
then we go on to all these subsections.

At the end of the day, I'ma snall
busi ness owner going, Wait a mnute, am| going
to have to do this? AmIl going to have to
i mpl enent this? How nmuch is it going to cost?
How quickly do | have to do it? |If | don't,
what's the penalty?

This is what we do to
smal | businesses in New York over and over and
over again.

For that reason, and the increases
in taxes and everything else, I'lIl be voting no
on this resolution.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or May to explain her vote for
two mnutes.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

It has been quai nt hearing our
col | eagues across the aisle preach fisca
responsibility and affordability while they and
their party cede absol ute unchecked power to a
man who is literally burning through billions of
dollars a day with an illegal war, w th masked
thugs in our streets, with building concentration
canps for immgrant children, lining his own
pockets and the pockets of his billionaire
buddi es whil e he's picking the pockets of ny
constituents, the farners and small business
owners who have to navigate between his tariffs
and trade wars and now spi ki ng costs of gas.

And the institutions that are
I inchpi ns of many of our upstate econom es --
hi gher education, hospitals -- he is targeting
themw th precision, trying to ruin their
busi ness nodel s.

Wth this budget docunment, we are
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asserting that New York is still a civilized
state where we feed the hungry, house the

honel ess, care for children, and invest in
infrastructure, agriculture, environnental
protection, science and public health. And where
we defend our inmgrant nei ghbors, trans young
people |ike nmy son, and the rule of |aw

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckham to explain his vote
on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

First I want to align ny comrents
wi th Senator Ryan. Thank you very nuch, sir.

Coul dn't have said it better.

Just a couple of quick points. This
$2.4 billion that we keep hearing about that
needs to be returned to ratepayers, it's
fictitious. W should not be selling
red herrings to our constituents. That noney is
accounted for. It's going to prograns.

Just because it's sitting in an

account does not nmean it's not targeted for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1363

prograns. W can | ook at state accounts and find
tens of billions of dollars sitting there. They
just haven't gotten out the door yet.

The second point | would say is that
we are taking energy affordability very seriously
in here. W have a nunber of measures by
Senat or May and by Senator Hi nchey and others --
or Senator Mayer, actually, targeting how the PSC
structures rates. W're taking a long-term
structural approach.

And then as Senator Parker
nmenti oned, through clean energy, by restoring the
NY- SUN program we will be saving ratepayers
$1 billion annually because we will be providing
t hem nore af fordabl e cl ean energy.

As has been said nany tines on this
floor, it is the price of natural gas that is
driving the high prices of energy. There is no
proof that it is the policies of the CLCPA,
because as Senator Parker has nentioned, the
Governor hasn't even started inplenentation yet.

| will be voting aye on this
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Harckham to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senator Bailey to explain his vote.
SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mgrateful for this opportunity to
be able to speak on the resolution.

| just wanted to correct one thing
on the -- fromthe prior debate. And | do thank
Senat or Hel m ng and ny col | eagues for debate.

We spoke about the sweep of funds
for the -- out of the death insurance, fraud
prevention. That was rejected explicitly in the
one- house.

And t he reason why we rejected that
sweep i s because we do val ue maeking sure that we
do conbat fraud. And it's the beginning of a
conversation. The one-house is a statenent of
our conference's values, led by the great
Andrea Stewart-Cousins. And our values are that
we do want to save New Yorkers noney. W do want
to get to the heart of affordability. W do want
to make sure that New Yorkers are saving nore.

| f you note what we didn't have a
conversation about, | guess for good reason, is
that anything that was in the Executive Budget

that related to automatic di scounts, we accept ed,
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because we think that New Yorkers shoul d be
getting nore discounts, nore reporting, nore
data. W accepted those provisions.

When it cane to the Article VII
| anguage, that canme to what defines or what nmay
happen with auto i nsurance, we wanted to have a
deeper conversation. Because, M. President,
New Yorkers are facing nmental health reasons,
financi al reasons. And you know, we need to nake
sure that we're taking care of New Yorkers.

So -- and the last thing I'll say is
that it was all eged about hope. |n our
one- house, we don't tal k about hope. W spoke
about a commtment. There is a conmtnent to
have a conversation with all stakehol ders, from
t he second floor, insurance, |awers, anybody
that has a role. So there's no hope, there's a
commtrment. And we commit to making sure that we
do our part on this side of the aisle to nmake
sure that we get through this budget process with
real results for affordability.

| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.
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SENATCOR RHOADS: It"s ironic to --
|"mback. [It's ironic to hear ny coll eagues
tal king about affordability when in reality your
policies are making the state | ess affordable.
It's great to tal k about the hungry
and the honel ess when your policies are creating
nore hungry and honel ess.

You' re spending, in this budget --

when you took charge, we spent $164 billion as a
state. This budget will be just a tick under
$270 billion, a 61 percent increase in spending

by the state.

Inflation is at 2.4 percent this
year. You're going to raise operating spending
by 10.8 percent -- quadruple, quadruple the rate
of inflation. And at the sane tinme you ignore
policies introduced by this side of the aisle
that would actually help the issue.

HCRA t axes account for 5 to
6 billion dollars annually. W have a bill by
Senator Gl livan that woul d repeal those taxes
and actually save the average famly 1400 on
heal t hcare prem uns per year

No i ncone taxes on overtinme, by

Senator Martins. Senator Wber, a three-year
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freeze on property taxes that woul d save every
one of our constituents, every one of our
property owners noney.

Myself, with the single |argest tax
cut in the history of New York State, which could
be paid for by slowing the rate of growh to the
same 2 percent cap that every other nunicipality
lives by, that woul d save the average taxpayer
$5, 000 a year.

Those sol utions you don't touch.
It's nore taxes, it's nore spending, and it's
exacerbating the affordability death spiral that
the policies of this chanber over the course of
the | ast eight years have put New York in. And
this budget just throttles it up.

"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Wik to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President. W' ve heard concerns about the
situations in Iran driving gas prices up. Yet
there's no proposal for a gas tax holiday in this
budget. M col |l eagues across the aisle have

boast ed about how t hey' re maki ng New York nore
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af fordabl e for New Yorkers. But this budget only
i ncreases taxes and spendi ng.

We proposed a bill that actually
sl ashes taxes for New Yorkers and even elim nates
i ncome taxes for nost New Yorkers when it's fully
phased in. |It's called the Taxpayer Rescue Pl an,
by Senator Rhoads. Yet it's nowhere in this
budget .

Thi s budget is an increase of
11.5 billion fromlast year's enacted budget, yet
there's no relief at all on the nassive energy
i ncreases caused by the CLCPA. No plan to
elimnate fraud, waste and abuse of taxpayer
dollars. An $11.5 billion increase, and yet the
basi c needs of npbst New Yorkers are still not
bei ng net.

This is another budget full of
m smanaged speci al -interest funding, and | vote
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, this docunent is not
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a serious docunent. | think everyone in this
chanber, including the Majority, knows it's not
going to see the light of day. You' ve prom sed
everything to everyone all at the sane tine. And
eventual |y, between now and hopefully April 1st,
you' |l turn around and you'll tell everyone that
it's either the Governor's fault or sonebody
else's fault that you're not going to be able to
actually wite that check

You' ve i ncreased spendi ng by
$16.1 billion year over year for state
operations. Think about that for a second. |If
we could actually make this state nore affordable
by increasing spending, you ve done it. But we
all know that's not true, because we all hear
fromour constituents just how unaffordable the
state is right now.

So what's your answer? You want to
tax corporations. |'ve said it before:
Corporations don't pay taxes. People pay taxes.
And they pay all of them Taxing corporations is
just what politicians do as a sneaky way to pass
taxes on to people. Not right.

Owm it. You're not going to be

af fordabl e by just sinply increasing spending.
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M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Chan to explain his vote on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,
M. President.

In the short two m nutes that |
have, | hope | can cover enough and | hope |I'm
tall enough to address this tall order of a
resol ution.

| speak on behal f of the people of
sout hern Brooklyn. The cost of |iving upon us is
extrenely high. It is very stressful. W are
borderlining on struggling. W have utility
bills that are outrageously high. And over the
past siXx, seven years | believe they've gone
upwar ds of 40 percent or so.

Here we have a gol den opportunity to
gi ve our ratepayers a tax holiday, save them
25 to 30 percent over the next one year. |In sone
cases, that can anmount to two, three, four
t housand dollars. Yet nowhere in this resolution
does it address that.

My constituents are al so very
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concerned -- right now in Brooklyn we pay the
hi ghest auto insurance rates possibly in the
country. W have no provisions to address that.

And when we try to address it, we
tal k about insurance fraud, but we never talk
about uninsured notorists. Because | can say
t hat al nost every accident in ny district
i nvol ves sone kind of uninsured notorist. As a
result, the ratepayers of insurance prem uns have
to pick up that tab through their own policy.

My constituents cringe every tine
our mayor speaks. They feel that they're being
hel d hostage. Every tinme he speaks, ny
constituents feel that here cones the kicker,
we're going to get fleeced with sonething el se.
W feel that the mayor is shaking down the state,
the if he doesn't get what he wants, he's going
to take it out upon the taxpayers of New York
City and the residents.

So on that reason, ny vote is no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chan to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M. President, to explain ny no vote on the
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Senat e' s one- house budget bill.

Thi s budget is proposing an increase
fromlast year's 254 billion to a proposed
$270 billion. That's clearly not addressing our
affordability issue.

There are two key conponents that
coul d have nmade a difference to every
New Yorker's everyday |lives that are conpletely
ignored in your one-house budget bill.

Energy. In 2019, New York State was
136 percent the national average on energy costs.
In 2024, it is 152 percent of the national
average. So this is against -- we are an outlier
agai nst the national average. And oh, by the
way, those are over the Biden years, not the
Trunp years.

One-point-four mllion ratepayers
are in arrears at |east 60 days or nore as of
Decenber. That nunber could easily be tw ce that
now. That's one in four New Yorkers are
potentially already behind in their energy
paynents. And yet -- and that's according to the
Public Service Comm ssion, Rory Christian. Not
our guy, the CGovernor's and your guy.

A $4,000 increase for every annual
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energy cost for upstate honeowners, and $5.25 a
gal l on for gas when the CLCPA is inplenented.
That's according to NYSERDA, Doreen Harris. Your
guy, not our guy. These are your nunbers, not
our nunbers.

And yet this budget proposes to do
not hi ng about the energy costs. Zero.

The other thing that's conpletely
ignored is Medicaid. W spend $49 billion a year
in this state on Medicaid. You ve got the
Conptrol | er saying you've got a Medicaid fraud
problem There are sone estinmates that have been
done on the outside that say that that nunber is
$20 billion a year in Medicaid fraud.

Not hing in your proposal to do that.
If we fixed even a fraction of the Medicaid fraud
and you did sonet hing about energy, those are two
areas that you would nake affordability a reality
for New York. Because |I'mnot sure this body
shoul d use | anguage if you don't know the
definitions of the words.

"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Weber to explain his vote on
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t he resol ution.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, every budget year we start
off in this chanber tal king about affordability,
sayi ng we need to nake New York State nore
af fordable. And after every budget the | ast
nunber of years, we said we addressed New York
State's affordability. And yet here we are.

Now, M. President, | think I m ght
be a couple of years older than you. But, you
know, when | see bl oated budgets it al ways
rem nds me of that Wendy's conmercial fromthe
early 1980s, "Wuere's the Beef"?

We found the beef. It's $16 billion
nore than last year's -- the current year's
fiscal budget. That's where the beef is.

Thi s budget raises taxes by $6
billion. Now, | thought we were going to dea
with the tax issue, give serious mddle-class tax
cuts. Maybe it's on a page that | didn't get.

But, you know, this budget is not
gi ving people the reasons to stay in this state.
You tal k about coll ege-age kids |ike ny daughter,

tal k about younger generations of ny kids in
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hi gh school, you talk about retirees. Wat in

t hi s budget docunment is going to give them
reasons to stay? It's not. And it just becones
nore and nore unaffordabl e.

We had an opportunity to deal with
utility relief. 1It's not in here. And
unfortunately people, as we heard earlier, are
falling nore and nore behind on their utility

bills w thout sone of the changes that are going

t o happen.

So, you know, it's unfortunate, it's
a mssed opportunity. | have the sane hope that
we'll get this budget done on April 1st, so we

have a couple of weeks to get this fixed. But
we've really got to do a better job than this.

"1l be voting no on this
resolution, and | encourage ny coll eagues to do
t he sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Weber to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her vote
on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

l"d like to rem nd ny col |l eagues on
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the other side of the aisle that if you vote no
on this budget, you are voting agai nst a nunber
of inportant issues.

For one thing, you are voting
agai nst the construction noney, the capital
budget for SUNY and CUNY. Desperately needed.
You are voting agai nst SUNY and CUNY Reconnect,
whi ch provi des a wonderful program of free
tuition for people between the ages of 25 and 55
i n high-need areas of study.

And you are voting agai nst the no
tuition increase that we inposed when we took the
Majority in 2019. There has not been an increase
in tuition for your constituents since then, when
in the past there was -- and when you controlled
this chanber, there was a $200 i ncrease every
single year. And it was borne by your
constituents.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Wal czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President.

You can't spend your way to sol ve
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the problemof affordability. |If you could,
New York State woul d al ready be the nost

af fordable state in the union. And you know
t hat .

You' ve proposed a $16 billion
i ncrease over |ast year's budget just in your
one- house budget resolution. That accounts to
11 percent in increased state spending over | ast
year. People's salaries haven't gone up
11 percent. Their wages haven't gone up
11 percent.

You' ve included $500 million in new
funding for New York City public housing and
$500 million in new funding for New York City
honel essness.

| was | ooking at the school aid,
expecting that you would invest in our next
generation. | saw $285.3 mllion over what the
Governor proposed in Foundation Aid. M school
districts are hurting with energy costs. They're
concerned about the e-bus mandate. But | didn't
see anything repealing that in your budget
resol ution.

Their heal th insurance costs have

skyrocketed, and they've got a | ot of concerns
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about special education costs in their schools.
And yet for hol d-harm ess schools in the State of
New York -- and if you don't know, that's
two-thirds of the schools in the State of

New York -- you're proposing a 2 percent increase
in Foundation Aid. Wile you do an 11 percent
increase in overall state spending. So you've
showed nme where your priorities are.

This falls onto property taxpayers,
because school districts are going to have to go
out -- unless they're cutting teachers fromtheir
school district, they're going to have to go out
to the property taxpayers and ask themto pay a
ot nmore. And it hurts our youth. So I'd ask
you to consider that as you go on in budget
negoti ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator --

SENATOR WALCZYK: "' mnot voting on
a budget resolution today that's going to becone
law. This is your answer --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wal czyk, your two mnutes is up.

To be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
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vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,

M. President. |'mvery proud to support this
resol uti on today.

We've had a | ot of discussion today
on the clean energy transition that we are
investing in. |I'mvery proud that we're doing a
billion dollars for Sustainable Futures and
t hermal energy networks and the EmPower program
and sone ot hers.

| want to just highlight a few of
t he housi ng aspects of the budget, as the chair.

Thi s proposal includes $3 billion in
new operating and capital subsidies for housing.
That includes really large investnments in our
publ i ¢ housing both in New York Cty and
t hroughout the state, $100 mllion to support our
M tchel | - Lana devel opnments, and numerous ot her
progranms that this house has chanpi oned,

i ncl udi ng bl ock-by-block infill prograns that are
bui | di ng housing in all of our conmunities

t hroughout the state, and the Small Rental

Devel opnent Initiative, which is working in
smal l er towns and villages in our rural

conmuni ti es.
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There's also a very |large investnent
that will be facilitated by this budget in the
capi tal needs of both co-ops and condo buil di ngs
and rental buildings in New York by expandi ng and
reform ng the J-51 tax abatenment program Cur
proposal today is significantly nore generous to
the property owners than the Executive proposal,
and I"'msure that's sonmething that we'll be
negoti ati ng.

We al so recogni ze that peopl e need

services to keep themin their homes. W are

investing $40 million in the Homeowner Protection
Program and $60 million for tenants who are
facing eviction. W're investing $30 mllion in

our Nei ghborhood and Rural Preservation Prograns.

And finally, a big continued focus
on rental assistance here: $250 mllion for the
Housi ng Access Voucher Program which has been
successfully launched in the | ast couple of
weeks, and a separate programto pay the rent
when people are facing eviction. And the
eviction rates in a lot of our communities are
exceeding 10 percent. That is a programthat we
| aunched | ast year and has al ready kept al nost

1600 households in their hones.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1381

Wth that, and tine is short, | wll
wrap up today just to say thank you for your --
for everyone's support for this, and | | ook
forward to continui ng negoti ations.

And | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you. Senat or Kavanagh to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senator Zellner to explain his vote
on the resolution, two m nutes and one second for
your bi rt hday.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ZELLNER: Thank you,

M. President.

| just got here, not 2019, but right
now New York State is under attack fromthe
federal government. A trillion and a half
dol lars cut across this country for healthcare.
MIlions cut fromsubsidies in our own state that
hel p our nost vul nerabl e who need food subsi di es.
And trillions taken from New Yorkers through
illegal tariffs.

So we have a job to do here, |
guess, and it's to help maintain the services and

prograns that nmake this the Enpire State and to
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hel p take care of the nost vul nerable that the
federal governnment seens to have abandoned.

And | think this budget does that,
so | vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Zel I ner to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

You know, while this debate was
going on | actually got a text froma friend of
m ne, Tom Daniels, who owns Tonmis Fam |y
Restaurant in nmy town, a great place to get a
neal at a really |low price.

H's -- he sent ne a copy of his
electric -- his utility bill, $3,891, which is
al nost doubl e what it was |ast nonth.

Now, | heard a |ot of excuses as to
why this is happening in New York. But there was
a great article actually in Syracuse.com believe
it or not, which | consider to be a pretty
| eft-1eaning publication, that says that this is
really a uniquely New York problem From 2021 to

2024, when al nost every other state's utilities
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wer e droppi ng, New York's were increasing.

And why are we having the probl ens
we' re having? Because we don't have enough
basel oad power. W don't have basel oad power
because you've told the power conpanies not to
i nvest here. You said by 2040, that's it. Wuo's
going to invest billions of dollars to nodernize
equi pnent when you're saying they're going to be
obsol ete in 20407

This is a uniquely New York problem
and we' ve done not hi ng about energy prices in
t hi s budget.

Anot her issue, Medicaid. You al
want to blane the federal governnment. W have
billions upon billions of dollars of Medicaid
fraud, waste and abuse that has not been
addressed. And the Medicaid I nspector Ceneral ?
He's kind of |ike the Maytag repai rnman: Not
doi ng mruch

| f you fix the fraud, a fraction of
it, if you fixed a fraction of the fraud, we
could stop everything that we've |lost fromthe
federal government inpacting any single
New Yorker. But you won't. \Why? Because too

many people are profiting off of that fraud.
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That's the problem

Thi s budget itself is fraudul ent,
and I'lIl be voting no on this resolution.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| certainly understand the |oyal
opposition's job is to identify and raise
concerns and criticize, even when quite frankly
sonmetimes there isn't anything to actually
criticize on the nerits.

| find it strange that there is this
equati ng of spending nore noney wth
unaffordability. And so perhaps, you know, there
are sonme col | eagues here who when they go hone
and they criticize additional spending, go talk
to the young famly who has a 4-year-old who just
saved $15, 000 because we're increasing our
i nvestment, our spending, in universal pre-K

G talk to a young famly who has a
zero-to-3-year-old who's going to be part of the

chil dcare expansion -- and by the way, we have to
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do a ot nore outside of New York City. But talk
to one of those famlies who's going to save 20,
$25,000 fromtheir househol d budget thanks to the
i nvestnents that we are naking.

We've heard ny col | eague
Senat or Kavanagh tal k about various prograns,
i ncl udi ng an expansi on of the Housing Access
Voucher Program Talk to one of those famlies
who's going to save tens of thousands of dollars
because of the investnents that we are making.

And yes, the Governor cane out with
a 1 percent baseline in Foundation Aid. W're
doubling that. Could we do nore? Yeah, sure,
guess if we're sort of, you know, pretending in
terms of putting together our own budgets and,
you know, living in a fantasy land, it could be
10 percent or 20 percent or 50 percent.

But the sinple natter of fact is we
doubl ed what the Governor proposed, and that is a
savi ngs, would be a savings to property taxpayers
who don't have to backfill that hole, that would
be left with only a 1 percent baseline in
Foundati on Aid.

And so for all these reasons and

many nore, |'mproud of the investnents that we
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make. These are investnents in affordability.
Many of these prograns bring down costs for our
famlies. And for those reasons, | vote yes.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote
on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you so
much.

First off, I want to thank all ny
col | eagues for their participation. | want to
associate nyself with pretty much everything this
side of the aisle said today.

But | want to highlight ny point.
Peopl e are tal king about affordability and fraud.
Those are inportant issues. W're looking at it
t he wong way, though. Because |I |ived through
all the years of Republican majority rule where
everyone was obsessed about Medicaid fraud and
t hey kept saying, all these people are illegally
usi ng Medi cai d.

So what did we do? W did a bunch
of Medicaid fraud reform Except nobody noticed

Medicaid fraud is the nedical institutions, not
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i ndi vidual s signing up for extra heal t hcare.
It's the nmedical institutions.

So please be aware if we're going to
go after Medicaid fraud, we're going after our
hospital s, our nursing hones, our doctors, all of
our healthcare providers. That's where Medicaid

fraud takes place.

And I'll be dammed if I'"mgoing to
defend them | don't want anybody to go through
fraud. | don't want to have to pay for fraud.

Car insurance. W had a heari ng.
We | earned that the car insurance conpani es are
claimng they're on the verge of bankruptcy when
they' re having sone of the |argest revenues in
the history of insurance. There's sone kind of
fraud here, but it's not the occasional fake
| awsuit, which then doesn't get through the
courts anyway so isn't really the cause of the
skyrocketing i nsurance. W have too nuch fraud.

And then we've all been really busy,
but some of ny coll eagues had a hearing this week
on white-collar fraud. Do you know t hat
according to the federal government -- before
this president -- it's the nunber-one cost driver

for everyone in this country. Over a
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trillion dollars a year of corporate fraud.

Wth a whole series of federa
agenci es who were supposedly going after it.
Guess what? 1It's no longer in their job
descriptions a year later. W're not even trying
to go after fraud.

So you want to deal with
affordability? Go after corporate fraud.

And then last night, by accident I
was readi ng about that the IRS, in the |ast year,
has basically ended any investigations of the
ultraweal t hy and corporate fraud in not paying
their taxes. |1'malways saying it here: |f they
don't pay their taxes, whoever they are, we pay
their taxes.

So you want to do sonethi ng about
tax rates? Please. Let's do sonething about
peopl e conmitting fraud, corporate fraud not
paying their taxes. |It's ridiculous.

And finally, just because |'ve been
here forever, | renenber all the years of
Republ i can control where everybody al ways tal ked
about we're not raising taxes. So there's two
nodel s. There is borrow and-spend. That was the

Republ i can nodel. Kept borrow ng and
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skyrocketing long-termcosts of the state for the
next generation and the next generation.

O tax-and-spend. Personally, |
want to stand here and be able to justify why we
do sonetinmes have to tax people who we're taxing,
but then be able to say we're not just kicking
the can down the road for the next generations to
have to pay what we spend.

So | proudly vote yes today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Majority Leader Andrea
St ewart - Cousins to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

And of course before | begin | want
to thank ny deputy | eader, Senator M ke G anari s,
for once again hel pi ng guide through the debates
of the day.

| also want to thank his
counterpart -- is this your birthday, too? Ah,
Happy Birthday. This is probably not your
bi rt hday present as --

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But we're
going to get out early, so you' re okay.

So thank you, Senator Lanza.

And of course to the Mnority
Leader, Bob Ortt and to the ranker, Tom O Mara.

And of course speci al
acknow edgenent to the wonderful Senator Krueger,
who again -- countless hours spent on trying to
get through what we know is only the begi nning
of , you know, one of the nobst inportant things we
do here.

| also want to thank Governor Hochu
and Speaker Heastie for our year-round
partnership. And again, |'malways grateful that
we are collectively rowing in the same direction

| want to offer my deep gratitude to
our staffs on both sides of the aisle. Because,
you know, none of this is really easy. But I
particularly want to thank ny senior staff and
their crew, starting with Jonathan Lang -- where
are you, Jonathan? Back there sonmewhere, okay --
the secretary of the Majority Counsel and
Program Dorothy Powell, counsel. Chris Friend,
brand- new Fi nance Secretary. Did a great job for

your first time out. O course M ke Mirphy, our
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comuni cations director. Em |y Bruggenman, deputy
director of intergovernnental affairs. And al
the staff menmbers whose hard work and dedi cation
made our one-house possi bl e.

So let's give them appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nmuch. Thank you

And of course | want to thank ny
amazi ng Senate Majority Conference, who have
spent untold hours not only in hearings but, you
know, on Zooms. And thank you al ways for your
i nval uable input -- I know | have to | ook back
here, and there -- for your invaluable input and
for your constant advocacy, not only on behal f of
your own districts but on behalf of all the
peopl e of New York State.

Today we're advanci ng a one- house
budget resolution that defends our val ues, |owers
costs for famlies across multiple sectors, and
delivers for all New Yorkers across this state.

Fam |ies are facing high costs.
Municipalities are being asked to do nore with
| ess. And, once again, we are seeing harnfu

actions out of Washington that threaten essenti al
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progranms people rely on every day.

W' ve seen cuts to healthcare, to
food assistance, to public benefits and ot her
basi ¢ supports that help keep famlies afl oat.
New Yor kers are under pressure, and | hear from
constituents every day in the sane way you do
about the stresses they feel in order to keep
their lights on and to keep food on the table.

| talk to young people who are
uncertain about their job prospects, and they're
worri ed about whet her they can pursue higher
educati on.

Every year throughout this process,
| say and we say the budgets are about our
priorities. And this fiscally responsible and
bal anced budget resolution reflects our
priorities. It protects essential services. It
supports local communities. It invests in
| ong-term econom ¢ opportunity. And it does ask
t hose who can nost afford it to contribute nore
SO we can continue neeting the needs of working
peopl e across this state.

Qur responsi bl e revenue neasures
ensure the weal thiest individuals, |arge

corporations and luxury industries pay their fair
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share. At a tinme when federal threats and
econoni ¢ uncertainty are putting enornous
pressure on our state and our |ocal governnents,
we' re taking responsible action to generate
sust ai nabl e revenue so nunicipalities can
continue delivering vital services and famlies
can get the support they need.

We're al so continuing our
affordability agenda with targeted investnents
that hel p New Yorkers | ower everyday costs. That
i ncl udes wor ki ng towards universal childcare,
whi ch you heard over and over again today.

Expandi ng access across the entire
state, supporting the childcare workforce with a
$500 million investnment, beginning inplenmentation
of 2-Care seats in New York City, and hel ping
ensure that famlies can actually access the care
t hey need.

We're building on the work we've
al ready done to | ower energy costs, strengthening
energy affordability. New Yorkers have | ong been
burdened by sone of the highest utility rates in
the country, with little to no transparency about
how these rates are determ ned.

And this cold winter has only
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exacerbated the strain these high bills place on
busi nesses, yes, and on famlies struggling to
keep their heat on. This budget invests hundreds
of mllions of dollars in energy affordability
and advances utility reforms to provide greater
transparency, greater accountability, and
fairness for ratepayers.

New Yor kers deserve utility bills
t hey can understand, a process they can trust,
and a governnent that is willing to stand up for
t hem when costs go too high

We al so continue our strong
commtment to education and youth opportunity
with greater investnents into our school
districts to provide the proper resources so that
every child, regardl ess of their zip code, has
t he opportunity to learn, to grow, and to
succeed -- not just during the school day, but
beyond it.

We support expandi ng the success of
uni versal school meals by grow ng the
Farmto- School programto include breakfast and
snacks.

W' re strengtheni ng Foundation Aid

wi th additional investnents for high-needs
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students, increasing Transportation Aid,
supporting universal pre-K, investing in
comunity school s, after-school progranm ng,
tutoring, libraries, civic education, youth
enpl oynment and, yes, youth sports.

W' re al so expandi ng hi gher
education opportunities. This budget increases
financial aid for students, supports a workforce
training program invests in SUNY, CUNY and
comunity colleges. W're providing mllions in
tuition assistance, making it easier for our
students to access this crucial help.

W' re expandi ng nursing prograns
across at state, supporting a bilingual educator
pi peline. Hi gher education remains one of the
cl earest pathways to opportunity, and we nust
keep this path open and affordable even as the
federal government cuts down on your opportunity
to borrow so that you can indeed contribute.

On healthcare, this budget sends a
cl ear message: New York will protect care,
protect coverage, and protect people. At atine
when federal actions threaten to destabilize
heal t hcare access, we're directing the Departnent

of Health to mnimze coverage | osses while
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strengt heni ng support for financially distressed
and rural hospitals, nursing hones, health
centers, and |long-termcare providers.

It al so advances | ower prescription
drug costs. And we're providing funding, yes,
for gender-affirmng care in the wake of the
federal adm nistration's attack on healthcare for
the LABTQ+ comunities.

We continue maj or investnents in
reproductive freedom and mat ernal health.

New York will remain a firewall for reproductive
freedomand a state that continues to confront
mat ernal health disparities head-on

W' re al so strengthening
nment al heal th and behavioral health services,
because we know it all matters.

We're al so standing with our
brothers and sisters in | abor by strengthening
| abor protections, cracking dowmn on wage theft.
And we remain commtted as a conference to
reformng Tier 6 and inproving benefits so that a
career in public service can continue to be a
pathway to stability, security, and dignified
retirenent.

Thi s budget restores and increases
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arts fundi ng, supports tourism and downtown
revitalization. It redesigns AIM which we have
i ncreased over the past few years, so it works
better for our rmunicipalities.

On housing, the Senate continues to
t ake deci sive action to expand affordabl e
housi ng, prevent honel essness, protect homeowners
and tenants. W're investing in rental
assi stance, public housing, and hone ownership
opportunities through the New York First Hone
Savi ngs Program while strengthening support for
NYCHA, Mtchell-Lama preservation, and raising
the SCRIE and DRI E t hreshol ds.

We continue to lead on climte
resilience and clean water. And under the beli ef
that investnments in renewabl e energy wll
continue to | ower energy costs for New Yorkers,
this budget restores a billion dollars for the
Sust ai nabl e Futures Program increases the
Envi ronnental Protection Fund, increases clean
wat er funding to work towards | ead pipe
remedi ation, private well testing, and drinking
wat er grants.

We invest in our |ocal

infrastructure, expand transit safety and
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affordability. This budget builds on our past
hi storic investnment in CH PS funding, which as
you know continues to support our roads and
infrastructure. And we provide resources to our
crucial public transit systens in New York City
and across the state.

We're continuing to val ue our
New York farms and the agriculture industry that
sustai ns our state's econony. W know t hat
wi thout farnmers we won't have food on our tables.

We're naking targeted investnents in
safer communities, including increased funding
for successful community viol ence prevention
programnms |ike SNUG and providing help for our
| ocal |aw enforcenment and first responders.

W' re strengthening human rights and
justice by investing in |egal services, including
additional funding for the Ofice of New
Americans. And we remain conmtted to achieving
the goals of New York For All, with our partners,
to advance sol utions that protect imm grant
famlies and ensure that every comunity in our
state is treated with respect.

As we progress through this budget

process, | wel cone the chall enging yet necessary
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conversations and negotiations with the Executive
and with the Assenbly. The Senate Denocratic
Majority remains united in our conmtnent to
ensuring New York remai ns an affordabl e,
equitable, and resilient place to |ive.

And | look forward -- as |'msure
you all do -- to the work ahead as we continue
negotiating a final budget that ultimtely
delivers for the people of New York State.

So thank you for your work. And of
course we have only just begun. And just for
everybody, this is the end of the begi nning.
Monday will be the beginning of the m ddle.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
very much, M. President. Thank you

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
resol ution, those voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
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Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
returning to notions for a nonent, on behalf of
Senat or Jackson, on page 22, | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar 443, Senate
Print 5183, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W will be back
here on Monday, March 16th, at 3:00 p. m

| nove to adjourn until then, with

the intervening days being | egislative days.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 16th, at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Whereupon, at 1:59 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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