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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 11, 2026
3:10 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR ANTONI O DELGADO, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Hi s Em nence
Ar chbi shop El pi dophoros, of the Geek Othodox
Archdi ocese of Anmerica, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

ARCHBI SHOP ELPI DOPHOROCS: May we bow
our heads in prayer:

In the Nanme of God, the Creator and
Sust ai ner of the universe, and of all that is
contai ned therein. Anen.

We of fer thanks and praise, O God,
for gathering us together today in the Senate of
the great State of New York, that we may appeal
to Your righteousness and goodness, to bl ess al
the representatives of the people with Your mercy
and Your grace.

Gant unto themto fulfill their
duties, responsibilities, and obligations to the

peopl e of New York with honor, integrity, and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1177

unal | oyed al |l egi ance to the Constitution.

Bless themto love liberty -- the
freedom that we commenorate today recogni zi ng
March 25th, the day of G eek |Independence, and
t he freedom enshrined in these United States of
America, now in our 250th year since our
Decl arati on of | ndependence.

Hol d all these | awrakers fast in
Your loving care, that they may ever serve with
the dignity of their high office, and thus render
glory, reverence and honor to You, the
Fount ai nhead of all Law and Justi ce.

Amen.

(Response of "Amen.")

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 10, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, Mrch 9,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Good afternoon.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | wish to call
up, on behalf of Senator Sanders, Senate Print
3179A, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now
at the desk

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
101, Senate Print 3179A, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which this bill was
passed.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents are
recei ved.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Hi nchey, on page 21 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 400, Senate Print
8491, and ask that said bill retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnments are
received, and the bill will retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1716, by Senator G anaris, read its
title, and call on ne, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1716, by

Senator G anaris, nenorializing Governor
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Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMrch 2026 as
Greek History Month in the State of New YorKk.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

My col | eagues, soak it up. This is
the --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: This is the |ast
time you' re going to hear ne speak about this
G eek | ndependence resol ution.

(Response of "Awmw'; |aughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: | get up every
year and | tell you how everything you have you
owe to the Greeks. Your science, your
mat hemati cs, your arts, and indeed the very
denocracy that we practice in this chanber.

Those of us who are of Greek descent
hold that very dear. And while we are of course
proud New Yorkers and proud Anericans, we never
forget where we canme from and what those who have
preceded us have given us in this chanber.

This year we're very fortunate that

we are joined by the Archbi shop of the Anmeri cas,
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who you just heard give the opening prayer,
Ar chbi shop El pi dophoros. Your Em nence, thank
you for joining us and for bl essing us.

W al so have the Consul Generals of
both Greece and Cyprus here today, who were a
part of our program at the |uncheon that we had
that so nmany of you al so attended.

You know, when | was first elected
to office to the Assenbly, 26 years ago, | was
the first Greek-Anerican ever elected to an
office fromNew York City, any office. And at
the tinme | said to ny community, "I'mthe first.
| won't be the last.” And |o and behold, we have
three in this chanber right now. Senator
Gounar des, Senator Skoufis. There are others in
the Assenbly. Sone have even cone and gone, |ike
our former coll eague Senator Jordan

But it is a classic New York
story -- and Anerican story, | would say -- that
peopl e cone to this country, they're seeking a
better life, immgrants -- sone docunented, sone
not -- who have worked incredibly hard to give
their children, their grandchildren, a chance.

And then, | o and behol d, eventually

they take their places in governnent,
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representing this state, this country, and do
their best to pave the way for others.

And so the fact that we were able to
open that door, able to get others comng in
behind, is something I"mincredibly proud of as |
spend ny last few nonths here in this chanber.
And | know that that legacy is in good hands with
t he peopl e we have here, and for certain people
that will be coming in the future.

And so as we pause to recognize
Greek | ndependence today, | want to thank all ny
col | eagues for indulging ne in these remarks,

t hese condescendi ng remarks |'ve given you year
after year.

UNI DENTI FI ED SENATOR: Mor e!

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be
nore to come before | leave in June, don't worry.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: But as it
relates to what you owe the Greeks, this wll
be -- this will be the last time you hear that.

But | know you're all grateful for
that. And | certainly appreciate working with
all of you over the years and certainly spending

sonme tinme every March to pause and recogni ze the
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contribution of Geeks and those of G eek descent
here in New York

So thank you, M. President. And
obviously |I'm supporting this resol ution.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or CGounar des.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you, Senator G anaris, for
this resol ution.

Before | begin, | do want to
acknow edge that we are joined here not only by
Hi s Em nence Archbi shop El pi dophoros, but by the
Consul General of Greece, Ms. |phigenia Kanara,
and the Consul Ceneral of Cyprus, M. Kyriakos
Pogi at zi s, because the history and destiny of the
Greek and Cypriot people are shared and |inked
together. And we thank themall for joining us
t oday.

"Tell to the king that the carven
hall is fallen in decay. Apollo has no chapel
| eft, no prophesying bay, no tal king spring. The
streamis dry that had so nmuch to say."

Those of you that studied G eek and
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Roman hi story may recogni ze these words as the
final oracle delivered by Pythia at Del phi.

The story goes that Roman Enperor
Julian, who ruled right after Constantine the
Great, sought to revive classical Geek culture
across the enpire, so he sent an em ssary to
Del phi for advice. The response fromthe oracle
nmeant that the tinme of the ancient G eeks had
passed and that Julian would need to | ook not to
the past but to the future if he wanted to create
a legacy for his new enpire.

It may very well be that we think
and feel differently because of what a little
Greek town did during a century or two 2400 years
ago, as Edith Ham Iton once wote.

But the truth of the matter is the
richness of Geek history and culture is not just
limted to the days of ancient Geece, it's
across the vast span of history over the |ast
2500 years and the collective inpact of that
hi story on our world today that gives G eeks and
Phil hel l enes a swell of pride and jubil ee.

The rich glory of the Byzantine
Enpire that |lasted for a thousand years, the

tenaci ous resilience that survived 400 years of
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O toman oppression, the fierce courageousness of
the war for independence that sparked
revol uti onary change across Europe, the

determ ned resistance that stym ed Nazi occupiers
and bought enough time for Allied forces to shift
t he bal ance of war al ong the Eastern Front during
Wrld War 11, the soaring heights of success that
Greeks in the diaspora have achi eved t hroughout
the world today -- these are all reasons why
Greeks and people of G eek heritage have such
enornmous pride in who we are.

This year we're cel ebrating
205 years of Greece's independence. On March 25,
1821, revolutionary fighters gathered together
with Metropolitan Germanos in the Monastery of
Agia Lavra in the Village of Kalavryta, which is
where Senator G anaris's famly is from and
decl ared i ndependence agai nst OQttonman occupation
and oppression.

The war was hard-fought, resulting
in countless acts of devastation and atrocities,
as war so often brings, including the Massacre of
Chios, the island that ny famly is from where
nearly 100, 000 people were either killed or
forcibly expell ed.
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And nuch |i ke our own Revol utionary
War here in Anerica, seven years after declaring
i ndependence, the people of Geece -- the
farnmers, the sailors, the nmerchants, the
shepherds who lived in the towns and vill ages
across the Greek countryside -- won their war and
formed the Hell enic Republic.

Today we celebrate the history and
reflect on the rich contributions that the
G eek- Anerican community has nmade to our own
nation's history. W cheer the incredible
success that G eek-Anericans have achieved in
| aw, nedi a, business, science, nedicine, politics
and ot her fields.

But it should not be forgotten by us
that at one tinme our forefathers were not wanted
inthis country. It was not uncommon to see
crosses burning on the | awns of G eek houses or
"No Greeks need apply" signs in store w ndows.

We cherish the personal stories of
our own famlies who cane to this country to seek
their American dream and create a better life for
t hensel ves. But it should not be forgotten by us
that there was a tine in this country where we

woul d not accept nore than 100 imm grants a year
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from Geece. And yet still our forebears
smuggl ed thensel ves in by the thousands and tens
of thousands.

We appl aud at the renmenbrance of
Ar chbi shop | akovos bol dly standi ng besi de
Dr. King at the funeral of Reverend Janmes Reeb
and then crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge. O
even our own Archbi shop El pi dophoros, who's here
with us today, and who during the protests for
racial justice after the nurder of George Floyd,
was marching in the streets, just as nmany of us
were, to support the nmovenent for Black lives.

But it should not be forgotten that
there are many in our community who did not and
do not see value in the struggle for civil rights
and equal ity and condemmed t he actions of these
fearl ess | eaders.

As | reflect on today's
commenor ati on of Geek heritage and think about
the nonent in time we are living through, | find
wi sdom and gui dance in the totality of the
G eek- Aneri can experience. | draw inspiration
fromthe high points of our story as well as the
trials that our community has faced.

And as a fourth-generation
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Greek-Anerican, | remain ever hopeful that we as
a comunity will renmenber the struggles of our
ancestors and we open our hands and we open our
hearts to all those whose stories mrror our own
and enbrace our fellow hunman bei ngs as true
brothers and sisters.

So with that, M. President, and
with great pride, | say Happy G eek | ndependence
Day! Zhtw h El I as!

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skoufi s.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And |I'm delighted to round out the
G eek- Aneri can Caucus's remarks on this
resol ution.

And to that end, | first want to

t hank Senat or Gounardes and his office, who put a

| ot of work into organizing the events that took
pl ace today, and of course Senator G anaris for
introducing this resolution giving us this
opportunity to remark on our heritage, our

culture, and certainly his |ong-standing core
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partnership to this small but mghty
G eek- Ameri can Caucus that we have in this
chanber.

And to that end, our ranks are
dropping by a full one-third at the end of this
year. W're taking applications. Senator
Scarcel l a-Spanton | think is 1 or 2 percent
Greek; she did a DNA test. And so pl ease, cone
one, cone all.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: | also want to
share ny gratitude to H s Em nence for today's
i nvocation, for being here with us to celebrate
Greek | ndependence Day and, nost inportantly, his
religious and spiritual |eadership for the
approximately 1.5 mllion G eek-Anmericans who are
Orthodox in this country.

Greek literature occupies itself
with a nunber of recurring thenmes, and one of the
nost significant is that of returning hone. |It's
call ed nostos. (Qdysseus returns to Ithaca -- not
the one we're nore famliar with here in upstate
New York -- Aganemmon to Argos; Pericles to
Thebes; even Cedi pus and his decades-1ong exile,

to die in his ancestral hone.
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The stories told by the greatest
witers the world has ever known are that of
Greeks traveling far, facing great challenges,
and returning hone. The tales of these
homecom ngs have been told for centuries,
hi ghl i ghti ng how crucial the idea of returning
home was and remains in Greek storytelling.

Simlarly, Geece is the hone of ny
ancestors, but New York is nmy hone, our home. As
part of the diaspora, it's the home of ny father,
nmy daughter, nmy famly, my friends. While hone
here in New York is where we now i nvest
oursel ves, our energy, and our care, we do so
with the spirit and the DNA of the G eeks who
canme before us.

More so, in many ways New York is
our nostos. Wiile we return to our bel oved
G eece, New York, our hone, is also hone to the
third | argest popul ation of G eeks in the world.
First, of course, Geece itself; then Ml bourne,
Australia; then New York. |n nany ways our
ancestors brought their home with them here.

So in Geek literature every journey
is unique, but in one way those of us who sit in

this chanber are all the same, whether or not you
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are fortunate enough to be G eek yoursel f, and
that is we are all fortunate enough to cal
New Yor k our hone.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Rol i son.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,

M. President.

And | amnot a nmenber of the G eek
Caucus, but | would -- 1'd like to be.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR ROLI SON: And the reason --
and the reason | say that, M. President, and to
nmy col |l eagues, i s because of how | have been
accepted, as a nmenber of this body, to an
organi zation that is in the 39th District. It's
in Garrison.

Now, as a kid grow ng up,
Poughkeepsi e had a | arge G eek conmunity. It
still does. M first real experience within the
Greek community was at a friend s weddi ng, Tony
Colicci, and I can tell you it was one of the
| ongest weddings | was ever at at that particul ar

point intinme inm life.
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And when | got elected to the Senate
in 2023, | nmet a woman in Cold Spring, and she
said, "You need to cone to St. Basil Acadeny in

Garrison,” which is in ny district. So the great
story about that is my parents grew up in

New Jersey, and as a young kid we would go to
visit themevery other weekend in Mdi son and
Morristown. And we would go by St. Basil Acadeny
on Route 9D to the Bear Mountain Bridge. | had
no idea what it was, but was always interested,
What are behind the gates? And | knew it was
overl ooking the river.

So there cane a point in tine where
| was able to go down there. | wll tell you, it
is a magi cal and wonderful and | oving place.

They actually have a residential programthere,
under the auspice of OCFS. And | went there
several tinmes afterwards with the Boy Scouts that
were there on Swm Safety -- they have a pool.
The grounds overl ook the river and West Point.

And then | had the opportunity to
neet Hi s Em nence here last year. And then | was
back down at St. Basil -- which was founded in
1944, by the way. It was formally the

Jacob Ruppert Estate, fromthe Yankees.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1193

And so | nmet the archbi shop here,
and then I was invited to go to their
Chri st mas Pageant on Decenber 13th. And | have
to say, you know, like many of us sonetines,
we're not sure if we can stay, we're going to rip
t hrough or whatever. And | got there, and |
said, I'mnot going anywhere. And | was with the
archbi shop and the rest of the nmenbers of the
church that were there. | had the opportunity on
that day, again, | got to see Senator Gounardes's
dad, Dr. Steve.

And | just have to say that, you
know, how they have wel coned ne -- and ot hers,
not just ne -- is really very sonething special.
And so | went to the pageant not know ng what to
expect, and it was down in this very large
bui | di ng where they have a stage. It was
absolutely so inportant in the way that | stayed
there. Because when | |left there that day, | had
the Christnmas spirit that | did not have prior to
seei ng these students, these children perform ng,
singing with their famlies.

And I"'mgoing to end with this,
M. President. You know, you get a chance to do

some things very special as elected officials and
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in this body. And | was able to present a Senate
commendation to H's Em nence for becoming a
naturalized citizen that took place on
Novenber 10, 2025.

Thank you, Your Em nence.
Appreci ate you always. Thank you for what you do
for your community with the nagic and the good
work you do for children and their famlies at
St. Basil.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

To H s Emi nence and our guests,
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house. Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: kay,
M. President, let's nove on to previously
adopt ed Resol ution 1607, by Senator Rivera, read
its title, and call on Senator Rivera.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1607, by
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Senat or Rivera, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 2026 as American Red
Cross Month in the State of New York.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Rivera on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.

So we all have experiences in our
own backyards when we have -- | know that |'ve
had sonme sad nonments in my district where there
are floods or where there are fires. And we
certainly make our way there, as elected
of ficials, making sure that we can hel p our
constituents in any way that we can. Most tines
when we do that, when we get there, not only are
the firefighters or other enmergency personnel
there, but we find the Red Cross there.

Certainly it has been the case in ny
district many tinmes when fol ks have been stricken
by fires or other tragedies in their life, that
they find that the Red Cross is there to help
them i mredi ately, finding places for themto
stay, connect themto services. And so |I'm
i ncredi bly thankful for the work that they do.

A coupl e of years ago | had the
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opportunity to travel with one of the group of
folks, and | started to |learn sone things about
the Red Cross. One of the things that | did not
know was t hat about 90 percent of the fol ks who
are -- who you see out there working for the
Red Cross are vol unteers.

Their staff is actually
relatively -- it's a very, very snmall staff, but
there are thousands upon thousands of vol unteers
all across the country and certainly here in the
State of New York that every single day, out
of -- take their own tine to say, |I'mgoing to go
to sonebody el se's conmunity, or maybe their own,
and make sure that | amthere to help people in
what m ght be the darkest nonent in their |ives.

So | wanted to make sure that we
t ook sonme time to celebrate those folks. W are
j oi ned by a whole host of folks here fromthe
Red Cross. And there's three in particul ar that
| want to recognize, M. President.

First of all, as far as the fol ks
who are -- since they have a few staffers -- not
many of them but they do have a few staffers,
and sonme of themare incredibly dedicated. And

we certainly in ny office have worked with t hem
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pl enty.

And I'd Iike to recogni ze both
M. John Wal dman, who is the senior director of
government and comrunity affairs for the
Greater New York Region -- please stand up so
peopl e can see who you are. There you are -- and
Deni se Bl oi se, who is the nanager of government
and community affairs of the Geater New York
region. She is there too.

Thank you both. You do so much work
with our office.

But they woul d probably say, W
woul d rat her not be recogni zed, we want to make
sure that the volunteers are recognized. And so
|"mgoing to take a nonent to recogni ze three of
them Unfortunately, none of themfrom ny
district, M. President, but that is fine. They
serve people all over the state.

First, a volunteer who lives in
Senator Ryan's district, and that is Bobbie
Krukowski. Since 2012 -- and if M. Krukowski
could stand up for a second. Could you stand up,
ma' an? There you go.

So Ms. Krukowski, since 2012, has

served nore than 4,000 hours as a disaster duty
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officer, which is the first Iine of contact. She
has dedicated all of this time to support
famlies after fires, blizzards, floods,
ice storms. And again, probably the worst tine,
the worst nonent in that person's |ife when they
get to see this amazing | ady hel pi ng them out.
And she's also built a conprehensive
nmoni tori ng nodel for disaster duty officers.
Just so you know, today 85 percent of all duty
of ficer shifts in Eastern New York are covered by
vol unteers that she personally trained. R ght?
And during Thanksgi vi ng week, when
66 residents were displaced by an apartnment fire,
just so that you can understand what she does
every day, she ensured that every fam |y received
the care that they needed.
So we're very thankful to have you
with us, M. Krukowski
We're also john -- joined by John,
j oi ned by John Hatch. This is -- cone on. |
speak for a living. This should be easier.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR RI VERA: We are joined,
M. President, by John Hatch, who is

Senat or Cooney's constituent.
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Now, in 2019 M. Hatch becane a
vol unteer for the American Red Cross, and he has
served on nearly 20 disaster relief operations.
He holds nultiple logistics positions, including
di saster service technol ogy, for which he serves
on the national teamas well, M. President. And
he is dedicated to nobilizing the power of
vol unteers by recruiting and nonitoring new,
highly skilled volunteers, creating
cross-functional collaboration across his
depart ment.

So one of the fol ks that nakes sure
that things are connected. And it can be really
nmessy out there, M. President, if it wasn't for
folks like M. Hatch, we would not be able to get
these fol ks the help that they need.

Thank you so rmuch for joining us
t oday, M. Hatch.

And | ast but certainly not |east,
from Senator Mayer's district, is Mary Davis.
And Ms. Davis is -- has been hel ping -- has been
part of the Red Cross fam |y for about 15 years.
And she has been -- her contributions have been
out st andi ng, nonitoring new vol unt eers,

strengt heni ng conmuni ty preparedness, and she has
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been instrunental in integrating nental health
support in every disaster response that she has
been a part of.

Thank you so rmuch for joining us
t oday, Ms. Davis.

Bottomline, M. President, every
singl e one of these fol ks would probably tell you
that they should thensel ves not be recogni zed,
and instead probably the teanms that they help
every single day to connect folks to services and
t o assi stance.

So | thank all of you for being here
today. But nore inportantly, | thank you for the
work that you do out there every day for
New Yorkers. You certainly have hel ped many of
my constituents, many of our constituents. W
t hank you for your continued support.

M. President, if you could
recogni ze them and give themthe benefits of
the -- what do we call it, the benefits of the
house? The privileges of -- you'll get there --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RI VERA: But thank you so
much, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.
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Senat or Mayer.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: W will get there.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

And | too rise to support this
resolution. And | want to particularly, of
course, give credit to Mary Davis of Larchnont,
inny district, for her volunteer -- persistent
and ongoi ng volunteer efforts, and to all the
vol unt eers.

| think that people do not realize,
but every tinme there is a fire or a very serious
incident in any of our communities, we actually
get an email inmediately fromthe American Red
Cross, from John and Denise, saying this
happened, three people, five people were
di spl aced, do not have a hone.

Recently there was a serious fire in
Manmar oneck where five children were displaced, as
well as their parents. W get this enmail so that
we know we can reach out inmediately: How can we
hel p? Their job is to be at the front end. CQur
job is to make sure that we do everything as

government officials to support the American
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Red Cross.

And lastly, | want to point out that
during lda, one of the nobst serious storns that
ever occurred in nmy district in Wstchester,
volunteers fromall over the United States cane
and sat in front of the Manmaroneck Town Hal
hel pi ng hundreds and hundreds of residents figure
out what they were going to do when they | ost
their hones, their businesses, their itens, and
everything el se that was of inportance to them

We coul d not have gotten through
that wi thout the Anerican Red Cross. So a salute
to you, all of you, for your work. Thank you for
cooperating and working so closely with us as
el ected officials. It is our honor to be your
partners as we hel p peopl e struggle through sone
of the nost difficult days of their |ives.

Thank you, and | vote aye.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Murray on the resolution.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President.
"Il echo nmuch of what was said, but

also | want to start by appreciating their great
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taste and wi sdom as they are here today to al so
honor a couple of our coll eagues. A couple of
our col |l eagues were nanmed Legi sl ators of the Year
by the Red Cross today, and that is

Senat or Panel a Hel m ng and Senator April Baskin.

So congratulations to them

But it goes to show, they're
always -- it's always sonmeone else. W've got a
group of volunteers that do so much. And when
you think of the American Red Cross, you do think
of sone of the local things they do.

But | Googled their m ssion
statenent. | wondered what would it say in
witing. So it says "prevents and alleviates
human suffering in the face of energencies by
nmobi |'i zi ng the power of volunteers and the
generosity of donors.” And that is exactly what
they do. Wiether it's a mmjor catastrophe in
sonme area -- in fact, it says Disaster Response,
t hey respond to around 65, 000 di sasters annual ly.

Mlitary support. They provide
support and services, over a half a mllion
services to veterans, service nenbers and their
famlies each year.

Bl ood donations. They do bl ood
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drives and coll ect blood, alnost 4.5 mllion
bl ood donations and over 1 mllion platelet
donati ons annual ly.

And then they also -- this group of
volunteers take their time to train others on how
to help as well. They train nore than 5 mllion
peopl e annually in first aid, water safety, and
ot her lifesaving skills.

And to Senator Mayer's point, many
times |'ve cone into the office, received an
emai | that overnight, before | even heard that it
occurred, yes, a famly of five was displaced by
a fire. But we know, right then and there, the
American Red Cross was there to help. And they
took care of that famly. And we know who to
contact to see if they need other help.

So these are the fol ks who don't ask
for the recognition and the honor or,

Senator Rivera, the cordialities of the house.
That's what we were |looking for, right? Right.

But, no, they don't look for it, but
they deserve it. And so |I'mproud that we're
honoring them and recogni zing themfor all the
wonder ful work that they do.

And | proudly vote aye,
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M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Ryan.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today, | want to support the
resolution. | certainly want to thank the
Anmerican Red Cross for all the work that you do
across the great State of New York and this great
country.

Al'l of our Red Cross volunteers here
t oday have selflessly comritted thenselves to
hel pi ng nei ghbors, their communities, and people
in need for countless, countless hours. Your
conpassi on and hard work is nothing short of
extraordinary. And you certainly deserve all the
credit that you get each and every day.

| too, as Senator Rivera had pointed
out, | too would like to recognize ny great
constituent who | have the great privilege of
serving, Roberta "Bobbie" Krukowski. | won't go
t hrough those again, because we've nentioned it,
but 1 just want to say thank you for all that you
do. Four thousand countless hours. You don't

just volunteer and serve, you certainly have
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built a capacity for volunteers for years to
come, and | can't thank you enough.

So -- and Bobbie is nore than just a
vol unteer, she is a mentor, she is a builder of
teans and a conpassi onate | eader.

So thank you, Senator Rivera, for
bringing this resolution. | amproud to
recogni ze Bobbi e Krukowski's extraordi nary
service and the service of every single

Anerican Red Cross vol unteer across the State of

New Yor k.
Thank you very much for your
servi ce.
THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.
Senat or Cooney.
SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
M. President. | appreciate you giving nme the

opportunity to rise and support this resol ution.
| want to thank Senator Rivera for
his | eadership in bringing the resolution and for
recogni zi ng John Hatch, one of our wonderful
G eater Rochester residents, and of course an
out standi ng vol unteer for the American Red Cross.
| won't repeat what's already been

said, but of course it should be said and noted
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that since 2019, M. Hatch has served on nearly
20 disaster relief operations. And of course he
goes and does so rmuch nore.

But one of the things | wanted to
hi ghlight for this body is his collaboration with
ot her facets of disaster relief, making sure that
we' re supporting our devel opnent and
comuni cations staff in their fundraising
efforts, nost notably the tel ethons when
di sasters are held in other parts of our country.

Thanks to John's efforts in the fal
of 2024, a telethon to support the relief efforts
of Hurricanes Hel ene and MIton was one of the
nost successful in recent nmenory for the
Western New York region -- again, thanks to
John Hat ch

He is a dedi cated vol unteer,
nmobi I'i zi ng the powers of nmany ot her volunteers to
support the cornerstone of the Red Cross's
m ssion. By recruiting and nmentoring highly
skill ed volunteers, John has created an inclusive
and supportive environment across Western
New Yor k.

He is the backbone to our Western

New York operation, and we are grateful and
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t hankful for his commtment to New York State.

M. President, | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Ranpbs on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise in deep gratitude to the
American Red Cross. | nmean, we have had fires in
the district where fam|lies are displ aced.

During Hurricane lda, they arrived very quickly
to help us cope with the afternath.

And so for those at hone who may be
wat chi ng and may not know, people can actually
call the Red Cross or even our offices -- and |
just learned this, because | volunteered with
themto do it in ny district -- in order to have
snoke alarns tested, installed. And we really
want to ensure that everyone in our district is
safe in that way.

| also want to use this nonent to
advocate for a very inportant budget item In
general, the Anerican Red Cross could use the
hel p, and we're hoping that the second fl oor
hel ps us in that endeavor.

| have to say that right now the
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American Red Cross is only able to provide
victinms of catastrophe with just three nights of
stay in a hotel. And that's rarely enough for a
famly, especially a working-class famly, to get
back on their feet.

So if there is any way, shape or
formthat we can help the Red Cross help nore
people for a greater -- a |longer period of tine,
that's going to go a long way, and that's
probably the best possible way, to show gratitude
to the volunteers and the staff of the Anmerican
Red Cross.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And thank you to the Red Cross for
all that you do.

Each March as we cel ebrate the
Red Cross we nust acknow edge that the
cel ebration honors the conpassi on and
humani tari an efforts of volunteers, donors and
supporters who provide disaster relief daily.

A very proud nonent for ne, and |
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have to recogni ze ny constituent, John Wl dman,
who has taken ne around the district to instal
alarns so that our hones on Staten |Island and in

Sout hern Brooklyn renmain safe. And that was such

a fun experience. | didn't know | was so handy
with a hamrer. | learned that that day, so thank
you.

But | do know the Red Cross is
hel ping to build a safer and nore resilient
future for all famlies. And |I'mproud to be an
advocate of the magnificent work that you all do
every single day.

The Red Cross is special in ny
of fice each and every day because we al so have
one of the volunteers, Paul Mtrecano, who's on
my staff. And he actually deploys with the
Red Cross m ssions.

So you have been there for fires and
fl oods, prevention neasures and everything in
bet ween, and we truly, truly appreciate the work
that you do. So thank you. Thank you for being
here. Thank you to all the vol unteers.

And | proudly vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Bail ey.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you, Senator Rivera, for this
resol ution.

It has becone abundantly clear in ny
43 years on this planet that angels are real and
t hey often wal k anongst us. And Red Cross, you
are angel s in physical form

When there are calamties and
di sasters and tragedi es happening in our
districts -- like on January 24th, a fire
happened in the Boston Secor Houses which
di spl aced hundreds of residents. Before nyself,
t he Speaker, and Council menber Riley were able to
get there, the Red Cross was there and you were
there with a smle.

Thi nk about that. You usually don't
put disasters and smles together, but the folks
fromthe Red Cross are always smling, always
bringing out positivity. Because when they're
depl oyed in these volunteer capacities, they're
not bei ng depl oyed -- nost of the tines.

Soneti mes John gets themto the candy store.
But they're not going to the candy

store. They're not going to the county fair.
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They're not going to happy events. They're going
to life-changing incidents, and they do so with
def erence, respect, and | ove.

So | just want to say thank you to
the Red Cross. And John and |, we've al so
changed a few alarns in our day. And | really
appreci ate the preparedness aspect that goes into
what the Red Cross does.

Yes, they help out on-site. But
they do their best to make sure they provide
information to us as elected officials, our
staffs, and our constituents about the ways that
you shoul d prepare yourself in the event of an
energency or a tragedy.

So, Red Cross, thank you for al
that you do and all the people that you hel p.
Continue to be a blessing upon us. And | proudly
vote aye on the resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Rol i son.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,

M. President.
Thank you, Senator Rivera, for this

resol uti on honoring and highlighting the great
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work of the Red Cross.

And |'ve spoken on this before.
had, you know, the good fortune of being a
vol unteer firefighter for 14 years, a cop for 26
So, so nmany tines in ny career, whether it was a
fire scene or other types of issues that the
Red Cross needed to be depl oyed, we woul d be
sayi ng "Has sonebody called at Red Cross?" And
"I's the Red Cross com ng?"

Because as a fireman or a cop, you
know, once that scene is either secured or the
fire has been extinguished, there's not a whole
heck of a lot you can do other than wait. And
you're waiting with famlies and individuals who
have suffered great | osses.

And there is this overwhel m ng sense
of relief when that red-and-white ERV, energency
response vehicle, shows up on the scene and
individuals with red vests or jackets get out
with clipboards, and they're going to find the
i ndi vi dual s who have been affected to offer sone
confort and then assistance.

And in 2008, when | retired fromthe
PD -- | was a board nenber prior to that. Early

on in the early 2000s, | was a board nmenber for
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the |l ocal Dutchess County Red Cross chapter. And
then I had an opportunity to actually becone a
menber of the staff.

And | know |'ve said this before,
but there's always this great story | want to
tell to conclude ny remarks about the Red Cross,
was that | becane the devel opment director, which
was to help raise noney and do press and things
like that, but also was to followup with
i ndi vi dual s who had been hel ped by our | ocal
Red Cross chapter.

And there was a fire in the Town of
Beeknman, an early-norning fire. It was a spring
day. The famly, their dog got out, off the back
porch, and the house essentially was destroyed
right before their eyes.

And in about a week we were
following up just to nake sure that, you know,
they were nowin a rental house, and | think
i nsurance had kicked in for them And to
Senat or Ranpbs's, three days is sonetinmes not
enough because there are a | ot of fol ks who don't
even have insurance. So they're in a notel or
tenporary housing, and they're going to run out

of that assistance. And that's not on the
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Red Cross, that's just on funding in general.

So we had the opportunity to go neet
with the famly. And not that we wanted to
relive the story, but they wanted to tell us.
was not at that fire that norning. And this is
that they said. As they were out on the front
lawn in their nightclothes watching their house
consuned by fire, many local fire departnents
were there trying to save that house, which could
not be done.

And it was the nomand the w fe that
said: "And I'mstanding there, and then soneone
came up behind nme and put their hand on ny
shoulder. | turned around, and it was a nenber
of the Dutchess County chapter of the American
Red Cross, who said, '"W're with the Red Cross
and we're here to help.""

And she said at that point in tineg,
with all that was going on and seeing their house
destroyed, their lives essentially going up in
snoke, a termthat we use sonetinmes, she said:

"I felt, even for a brief five mnutes, that |
knew everything was going to be okay because we
were okay, and that the Red Cross was there.”

So to the Red Cross and everyone
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that hel ps fund the Red Cross, continue to do
t hat .

And M. President, | proudly vote
aye. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to support the
resolution. | want to thank Senator Rivera for
consistently bringing this resolution before us.
| want to thank the Red Cross and all of the
vol unteers that consistently help.

In my district in Southeast Queens,
unfortunately we have one of the highest needs
because we have a | ot of honeowners that have
ol der houses. And with all of the gadgets
nowadays, a | ot of people are overwired and w nd
up with electrical fires in nmy district.

So | want to thank the Red Cross for
what they're doing, for their continuing to nmake
sure that they're installing snoke detectors, the
prograns that they're doing to have vol unteers.

| woul d encourage anyone that's

interested in doing volunteer work to vol unteer
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with the Red Cross. It's deeply satisfying, and
it's a great opportunity to give back to your
comunity in a direct way.

It is atinme of year where the
Red Cross is not only here to be cel ebrated, but
al so shoul d be given an opportunity to get all of
t he resources they need so that they can nove
fromthree days. Because three days is not
enough time for a famly to get resettled after a
t ragedy.

So | would hope that we can consi der
that as we finalize the budget this year, to give
the Red Cross a little bit nore. Everybody cones
to us in a budget year and says that they want a
little bit nore, but the Red Cross has earned a
little bit nore for their efforts.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senator Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| also rise to support this
resolution. | want to thank the sponsor for
bringing it.

And | also want to echo the efforts
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of this great organization in our conmunities on
Long Island, the president, Jose Dom nguez, and
the great work that they do. And we've heard
exanpl es throughout the state of the Red Cross
appearing with our emergency responders at the
ti me when our comunities need the nost.

And so yes, to the extent that we
can get together and support them and provide
themwi th nore resources. It is rare in this
body that we're able to cel ebrate an organi zati on
uni versally and everyone agree that it's an
organi zation that not only deserves to be
recogni zed here on the floor, but actually
deserves our support and the support of this
great state.

Because every dollar that you put
into this organization, M. President, is
returned a thousandfold in terns of the relief
and help that it provides each and every one of
our conmunities.

So not only are we tal king about
ener gency preparedness, blood drives, and of
course disaster relief, but great volunteers and
exanples of civic pride or civic relief in our

conmuni ti es.
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And frankly, | want to again thank
t he sponsor for the opportunity to recognize this
great organi zation statew de, but also a speci al
mention to our great volunteers on Long Island as
wel | .

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Thank you for the resolution.

And many peopl e have said a | ot of
t hi ngs about the Red Cross, so |I'mgoing to shift
alittle bit. | see many high school students
here today with us. And a lot of us tal k about
t he i mportance of civic education, and a | ot of
us are getting involved nore in the inportance of
civic education. And frankly, we're all in
politics, so we probably start with di scussions
of what does it mean to vote, what does it nean
to be a nenber of our society when we hit 18 and
up.

But | think, |ooking at the
Red Cross and what they do, it helps really

illustrate what | think is probably even the nore
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i mportant nodeling for civics education.

Sonmebody said -- | found this quote -- "Civics is
t he operator's manual for our denocracy." And
vol unteerism And understanding the role we each
play in making sure that our society works, that
our denocracy works, is for young people to
understand it doesn't work on its own. It
doesn't work just because we have a governnent.

That vol unteerismin your own
community, in all kinds of different ways, is
critical, both in the kinds of responses you've
just heard about the Red Cross playing in each of
our communities. The obvious thing a | ot of
peopl e know about the Red Cross, they collect
blood. And what | think is really inportant in
tal king about that is not enough people are
vol unteering to donate bl ood.

And that's because | think we don't
do a good enough job of expl aining how i nportant
it is for us as a society, as a denocracy, in
every nei ghborhood, in every comunity, if we
fail to get the bl ood donati ons we need or when
we are successful at it.

And so | think one of the great

val ues of having this discussion specific to the
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Red Cross today -- and yes, obviously, it's
budget tine. W get it -- is that it's the
i nportance of teaching the next generation and
t he next generation what it neans to volunteer in
their communities, to understand how none of us
are i ndependent of each other, we are all reliant
on each other, and to understand that's what
hol ds together our denocracy in the long term

So thank you for being educators of
civics as well as all the other work you're
doi ng. Thank you very nuch

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Baski n.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you to ny coll eague
Senator Rivera for bringing this piece of
| egislation -- or this resolution, pardon ne --
forward today.

| have sat here and listened to so
many of mny col | eagues speak so el oquently about
t he wonderful comunity work that the
Anerican Red Cross has done in the great State of

New York, but 1'd like to share ny sentinents
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about being a beneficiary of their service and ny
gratitude to them

In May of 2022, in ny district, a
domestic terrorist devised a plan to drive to
Buf fal o, New York, with one goal in mnd: To
kill as many Bl ack peopl e as possi bl e.

And he was successful wi th robbing
my district of 10 innocent |ives of 10
i ndi vi dual s who were nerely grocery shopping on a
a Saturday afternoon.

We | ooked up in that tragedy, and
there was our | ocal Red Cross, who's |ed by
Ni ck Bond in Western New York, to hel p our
comunity heal

Six months after that, Buffalo faced
its deadly Christmas Blizzard of 2022, which
agai n robbed our community of 50 lives. People
froze to death. People in their cars thinking
that they were heating thenselves to get warnth
but they actually were going to -- and it ended
in their demse. A tragic situation

| renmenber nyself, ny power went out
during that Christmas blizzard. | was at hone
with ny baby boy, who was two years old at the

time. We were preparing to watch "The Ginch Wo
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Stole Christmas.” | had popped some popcorn.
The |ights went out.

And that's typical in upstate
New York, for us to have snow blizzards, but this
one continued. And after a few hours we got
very, very cold. | got sone sl eeping bags and
sonme pillows and made a bed for us in the
bat hroom so that we coul d warm oursel ves unti
hel p would come. And it continued to get col der.

| would take ny baby out of the tub
every 30 minutes and run the hot shower so that
t he steam woul d heat us, and then let the water
drain out, w pe out the tub, and get back in.

And this continued for a day before
a nei ghbor canme to our rescue and all owed ne and
my son to spend the next day in a closet in their
horme, whi ch had heat.

A couple of nonths after that, the
following Christmas |, being a single nom had
managed to save enough noney to buy ny first hone
for me and ny children. And a couple of days
after we bought the house, the house caught fire.
And | renmenber waking up, working with | aw
enforcenent, working with the first responders to

figure out the cause of the fire. And then
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again, just like after the nass shooting, just
like during the Christnmas blizzard, just like
they had done tinme and tinme again, there was a
menber of the American Red Cross there to hand ne
a debit card for me and ny children to be able to
get a hotel to stay for the night.

| am a chief advocate of this
or gani zati on because of the good work that they
do, and because they create a space for nei ghbors
across the State of New York to have a place to
give and to hel p each other. And right now I
believe, M. President, at this tinme in our
country, the greatest act that any | egislator
could do is to just be a neighbor and be kind to
one another. That is nore superior than any
pi ece of legislation that we could ever pass in
t hi s honorabl e body.

And the Red Cross is teaching us
right now howto do that. [|I'mnot just an
advocate or sonebody that's going to fight in the
state budget for this organization to continue to
receive the funding that the need, but I'malso a
beneficiary who, tinme and tinme again over the
past recent years, has | ooked up and saw t he

Red Cross there at my rescue, to give ne refuge,
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to give ne support, to give ne and ny babies a
saf e space.

And for that, I'mforever gratefu
and vote in favor of this resolution.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

To our guests -- John Walton,

Deni se Bl oi se, Roberta Krukowski, John Hatch,
Mary Davis, and all of the volunteers -- |

wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of this
house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Ent husi astic standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resol ution was
adopted on February 25th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

t he sponsors of today's resolutions would like to
open them for cosponsorshi p.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolutions are
open for cosponsorship. Should you choose not to
be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
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Senator Sutton for an introduction.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Sutton

SENATOR SUTTON: Thank you,
M. President.

Est eenmed col | eagues, today | stand
wi th profound pride to recognize a renarkabl e
group of young people visiting us fromny hone
comunity of Brooklyn, students whose presence in
t his chanber represents not only persona
achi evenent but the living prom se of New York's
future.

These students -- who actually cone
fromm own el enentary school, Magen David
Yeshi va; nmy own hi gh school, Yeshiva of Flatbush
and the school where three of ny grandchildren
attend, Barkai Yeshiva -- have shaped ne, guided
me, and instilled in me the values that led ne to
stand here in this hall owed chanber.

To see them seated in the gallery is
deeply personal. It is a rem nder that
| eadershi p does not happen in marble halls.
That's not where it's born. It is nurtured in
cl assroons, in honmes, and in conmunities that
believe every child can nake a difference.

For me, this nonent carries
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addi tional nmeaning. As the first Sephardic

Jewi sh Senator from New York City to serve this
body, | stand on the shoul ders of generations who
came before ne seeking freedom opportunity and
dignity.

My grandfather, also named Sam A
Sutton, who passed through Greece comng to
New York City in Decenber of 1909, cane with
little nore than faith, famly, and an unshakabl e
belief in Arerica -- Anerica, where they could
gi ve you a better tonorrow

To the students: You are the heirs
of that journey. Your famlies' stories, your
traditions, your resilience, and your dreans are
not separate fromthe story of this great state.
They are part of what makes New York strong.

Qur diversity is not a challenge to
overcome. It is the strength to enbrace. It is
how i nnovati on happens, how conpassi on grows, and
how denocracy renews itself generation after
generati on.

You are growing up in a very
conplicated world, one that will test your
courage, your character, and your conmtnent to

one another. But if you carry forward the val ues
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that you' ve been taught -- respect for |earning,
responsibility for community, kindness to
strangers, and faith in something | arger than
yourself -- thereis no limt to what you can
acconpl i sh.

Some of you will beconme doctors,
sonme teachers, artists, |awers, entrepreneurs,
and public servants. Maybe one of you will be

standing in this very spot that |I'm standing in

now.
And when that day cones, | hope you
will remenber one thing about |eadership. It is
not about power. It is about serving the
comunity. It is about lifting others as you
clinmb. 1It's about leaving this world -- and
listen to this -- leave this world as a nore

just, nore conpassionate, and nore hopeful place
than the one you find.

Today we do nore than recogni ze your
achi evenents. W affirmour belief in you. W
pl ace our confidence in your generation to carry
forward the ideals of this great state.

On behalf of the New York State
Senate, | welconme you, | congratulate you, and |

t hank you, because your presence here rem nds al
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of us why this institution exists: To build a
future worthy of the next great generation.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: To our students,
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed much

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
211, Senate Print 5105, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
230, Senate Print 8741, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the El der Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
278, Senate Print 7202A, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
358, Senate Print 1148, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 358, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan
Giffo, Lanza, Martins, Mttera, Cberacker,
Rhoads, Stec, Walczyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 12.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
374, Senate Print 4925, by Senator Ranps, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Ranpbs to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill is grounded on a sinple
i dea. No one should have to endure bullying,
intimdation or humliation sinply to do their
job. Workplaces are places where peopl e should
be able to debate ideas, chall enge one anot her,
and advocate strongly for the issues they believe
in. That is part of healthy institutions.

But di sagreenent shoul d never turn
into personal attacks, intimdation, or efforts
to underm ne soneone's dignity. Many of us have

experienced nonents when soneone suggests we are
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not the right person to | ead on an issue, not
because of our work but because of assunptions
about who we are or what we | ook Ilike.

Those nonents nmay seemsmall to the
person saying them but they send a clear signal
about who is expected to | ead and who is expected
to step aside.

O hers have seen how advocacy itself
can becone a reason to becone targeted. Runors
spread, notives are questioned, accusations are
made, or calls for investigations, based on
little nore than disagreenent.

Over time, those kinds of behaviors
do not just harmindividuals, they discourage
participation, silence voices, and weaken the
institutions we are all here to serve.

This bill affirns something very
basic. Professional workplaces require
prof essi onal conduct. Disagreenent is part of
the job. But dignity nmust remain the standard.
When people are treated with respect, they can do
their best work. That's what this bill is about.

Thank you to the Public Enpl oyees
Federation and, of course, our Majority Leader,

Andr ea St ewart - Cousi ns.
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| vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Ranos wi ||
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 374, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Chan, Mirray, Oberacker and
O Mara. Al so Senator Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
396, Senate Print 1535, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 396, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,

Hel m ng, Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara,
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Rhoads, Stec, Walczyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 11.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
421, Senate Print 1050, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 421, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 22.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
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436, Senate Print 6318A, by Senator May, an act
to amend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 436, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
439, Senate Print 417, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
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results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 439, voting in the negative:
Senators Gallivan and Ott.
Ayes, 60. Nays, 2.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
440, Senate Print 569, by Senator May, an act to
amend the El ection Law.
THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 440, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan
Gl livan, Giffo, Lanza, Martins, Mttera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wal czyk and Wi k.
Ayes, 45. Nays, 17.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
444, Senate Print 7962, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
447, Senate Print 2051, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
448, Senate Print 7332, by Senator Ryan, an act
to amend the State Admi nistrative Procedure Act.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ryan to
explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,

M. President. | appreciate it.

So if you're like ne, when you're
out in your district, your home district, you
talk to a lot of small businesses. And when you
do, you hear a consistent nmessage. It's not just
al ways about regulations, but it's about trying
to figure out the information and how to obtain
it. Wat rules may apply, and who to call when
they need help or if they incur sone barriers.

Ri ght now sonetines the process can
be unnecessarily conplicated. A small business

owner may spend countl ess hours navi gating
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di fferent agencies' websites trying to |ocate
gui dance docunents, conpliance requirenents,
updates to regul ati ons.

For large corporations with
expansi ve | egal teans or conpliance teans, that
may be nmanageable. But for small business
owners, it sonetimes is not. Small business
owners are managi ng enpl oyees, they're advocating
for new custoners, serving their custoners, doing
payrol |l and every other thing that comes with
running a small business. And those are
barriers.

What this bill is about is cutting
t hrough that confusion by requiring state
agencies that regulate small business to create a
clearly identified section of their website, a
smal | busi ness regul atory nexus where business
owners can easily find all of the rul es that
apply to them clearly.

I f we want businesses to succeed in
the great State of New York, to grow, to hire
wor kers and invest in their comunities,
government shoul d be easy to navigate,
especially when it cones to small business.

This bill is a practical,
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commonsense step in that direction, and | urge
you to vote yes.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
returning to notions for a second.

On behal f of Senator Skoufis, | w sh
to call up Senate Print 5939B, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
305, Senate Print 5939B, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
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restored to its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnments are
recei ved.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Thursday, March 12th, at
11: 00 a. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Thursday,
March 12th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:19 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




