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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Everyone pl ease rise and recite the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: I n the absence of
clergy, let us bow our heads in a nonent of
silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 9, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, March 6,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fahy noves
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to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Educati on,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4382A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6734A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 437.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Good afternoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Jackson, on page 24 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 443, Senate Print
5183, and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnments are
received, and the bill will retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
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adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the exception
of Resolutions 1718 and 1723.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolutions 1718 and 1723, pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
pl ease recogni ze Senator Wber for an
i ntroducti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Weber .

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,

M. President.

Today | rise to recognize a truly
remar kabl e group visiting us in the Senate
chanber, the 12th-grade cl ass, graduating cl ass,
of Ahavas Bas Yaakov, of Rockland County. |
would i ke to take a nonment to acknow edge
Principal M. Shaindy Ei senberg and

Shimulie Hartstein, who are up there in the
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gallery as well.

They founded an organi zation called
Kol Yisroel, which neans "the voice of the Jew sh
people.” Kol Yisroel is a new organization with
a powerful mssion, to engage Jew sh youth in
civic education and teach them how | ocal and
state governnent functions.

In less than two nonths, this
organi zati on has already taken four trips here to
our Capitol, today being the | argest del egation
yet.

They have net with nore than
40 el ected officials in various capacities and
have many nore advocacy trips planned in the
nmont hs ahead, all centered around enpoweri ng
young people to participate neaningfully in our
denocratic process -- not a snmall acconplishment
at all.

Bef ore us are 22 outstandi ng young
wonen who have conpl eted a conprehensive civics
course studyi ng how government works, from|l oca
muni ci palities to the New York State Legislature.

They are not just |earning about
government in theory, they are here putting their

education in action, neeting with | egislators,
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engagi ng respectfully, and advocating for their
val ues for community safety.

These students frommnmy Senate
district are anong the thousands of students who
attend private schools, receive an excell ent
education, and go on to becone civic-m nded,
productive, and engaged nmenbers of society.

| personally know many of their
famlies. They are constituents in the
38th District and are hardworking,
comunity-orientated, and deeply invested in
faith and public life.

Their presence here today
denonstrates that young peopl e are paying
attention, they care about their comunities,

t hey care about public safety, and they care
about their future -- and they understand that
denocracy functions best when citizens show up
and participate.

M. President, we thank them for
being here. W thank M. Hartstein for his
| eadership and vision as well. And we | ook
forward to watching these young wonen grow i nto
t he next generation of |eaders in our state and

our nati on.
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M. President, | ask for this body
to extend to the 12th grade of Ahavas Bas Yaakov
of Rockland County the full courtesies and
privileges of the New York State Senate.

Pl ease join nme in welcom ng them
warmy as well.

THE PRESI DENT: To our guests, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Webb for another introduction.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Webb.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

Today | rise and | want to lift up
sonmeone who's joined us in the chanber today but
is soneone who is not only making a very
remar kabl e i npression here in our great state,
but is also called upon nationally.

Today we are joined by Dr. Angel a

Qdons- Young, who is an outstandi ng schol ar,
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| eader and advocate for healthier comunities
across New York

She is the Nancy Schl egel Meinig
Associ ate Professor of Maternal and Child
Nutrition at Cornell University.

She al so serves as the director of
t he Food and Nutrition Education in Comunities
Program |ed by New York State's Expanded Food
and Nutrition Education Programthrough Cornel
Cooper ati ve Extensi on.

Her research exam nes how social and
structural factors such as econom c inequality,
raci smand environnental injustice shape dietary
behavi ors and contribute to disparities in
heal t hcare, along with chronic di seases. She
works to inprove access to food and health
out cones, particularly in historically
mar gi nal i zed comuni ties.

She has and continues to shape
national food and nutrition policy through her
service with the National Academ es of Sciences,
Engi neeri ng and Medi ci ne, and as the cochair of
the Scientific Review Conmttee for the 2020
Dietary Guidelines for Anericans.

|"mvery proud to recognize
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Dr. Angel a Gdoms- Young for her conmtnent to
i mproving the health and well-being of famlies
across our great state and nati on.

M. President, | ask that you join
me in welcomng her to our chanber and extend to
her all the privileges of the floor.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: To our guest, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1680, by
Senat or Fernandez, have that resolution's title
read, and recogni ze Senat or Fernandez.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1680, by
Senat or Fernandez, comrenorating the
| naugural Cel ebration of Bronx Day on March 10,
2026.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fer nandez.
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SENATCR FERNANDEZ: M. President,
it is my great honor to rise today before you and
nmy col |l eagues fromacross this great state to
decl are that once again, at long |last, Bronx Day
i s happening in Al bany.

After nearly a decade, nyself, ny
col | eagues, and a group of the nost dedicat ed,
tal ented individuals have resurrected this great
tradition.

This day, |ike every day, Bronxites
are called upon to rem nd us of one fundanenta
truth: That since 1898, the Bronx is the single
greatest borough in New York City.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Yes, it is.
The best, if you will.

It is the spirit of the Bronx that
makes it so, a spirit that was constructed over
generations, scarred by tragedy, but resilient
above all else. That, despite great hardship,
woul d change the world for the better.

Now |I'm putting on nmy historian hat
because we're going to tell a story. Long before
t he boroughs or city lines, the | and was hone to

t he Lenape, those who lived along the river for
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generations. Fun fact, the river, the Bronx
River, is the only freshwater river in New York
Cty.

In 1639, a Swedish settler naned
Jonas Bronck built a farmalong that river and
mai ntained relations with the Native | eaders.

But he didn't stay too long, and unfortunately
col oni zation, as it does, spread with inpunity
and the people of that |and were forced fromthe
| and.

But as the story goes, the borough
rose fromthis land, the Bronx land, and it would
be known today as the Bronx.

Anot her fun fact: There are only
three places in the world that have "the" in
front of its nane: The Hague, in the
Net herl ands; the Vatican, in Italy; and the
Bronx, in New York City.

And while the Bronx may carry a | ong
history in the famly of New York Gty boroughs,
we are still the youngest. 1n 1912 the Bronx was
the | ast borough to join New York City. And
call it the "baby borough,” ny baby.

Anyone who grew up in a big famly

knows that the youngest sibling is sonetinmes
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under esti mat ed, sonetines overl ooked, sonetines
tal ked about before even being heard. But that
position teaches you, it teaches you sonething.

It teaches you to fight for your place. It

t eaches you to prove yourself. And the Bronx has
spent nore than a century doing exactly that.

But the spirit of the Bronx does not
just live in its geography, it lives in the
people. Generations after generations of
famlies have cone to the Bronx to build a
life -- inmgrants |like nmy parents, Dofia Soni a
and Don WIlliam from Cuba and Col onbia --
working famlies, communities from across Europe,
t he Cari bbean, Latin America, Asia, South Anerica
and beyond.

They brought their | anguage, their
culture, their food, their nusic, and their
pride. And together they built nei ghborhoods
that did nore than just house people. They
created identity.

You have Little Italy in Bel nont, on
Arthur Avenue. You have Little Yemen in Morris
Park. You have Little Puerto Rico in C ason
Poi nt. You have Bangl a Bazaar in Parkchester.

And you have Little Jamaica in Baychester, and so
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much nore. Shout out to ny Al banians, ny
West Africans, and the Garifuna comunity -- and
everybody in between.

Time and tinme again the Bronx has
created culture that reached far beyond the
streets. Mvenents born here have shaped nusic,
art, identity across the globe. W created
doo-wop. W cultivated salsa. Rest in peace to
WIllie Colon. Yesterday he was laid to rest in
peace. Shout out to Héctor Lavoe, who canme to
the Bronx, cultivated this nusic, and created
comunity.

And M. President, do you know t hat
La Reina de Salsa herself, Celia Cruz, rests in
power for eternity in the great Wodl awn Cenetery
in the Bronx.

And of course hip-hop. | know we
| ove that. Hi p-hop did start in the Bronx.

Don't | et anybody ever tell you that it started
anywhere el se besides 1520 Sedgw ck Avenue.
Because if it wasn't for the Bronx, this rap
stuff wouldn't be going on.

(Danci ng) "Upt own baby, uptown baby,
we gets down baby, up the crown baby."” W had to

have a dance break, because we are the
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boogi e- down Bronx.

The Bronx has al ways been bi gger
than its borough lines. And yet for the world it
has been given sonetinmes a bad nanme: The
Forgotten Borough, the Stepchild Borough.

But history tells a different story.
Even when the recognition didn't always follow,
many of our nost notable | eaders, voices and
vi sionaries canme to the Bronx, from Edgar All an
Poe -- you can visit his house today in Poe Park.
From Janes Bal dwi n, who graduated from DeWtt
Clinton Hi gh School. Also from Stanley Lee, the
father of our Marvel Com cs and nmany super heroes
that we |ove. And of course our current
U.S. Suprenme Court Justice Sonia Sotonayor.

We have rai sed pioneers who
chal | enged and changed the world for the better.
Even Cardi B

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: And
Chazz Palmnteri, Sonny fromA Bronx Tale, wll
tell you, the worst thing in the world is wasted
talent. And so many of us heard him because
we're not wasting our talent.

On our borough flag -- we have a
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borough flag, as every borough does. It has a
saying, Ne Cede Malis, "yield not to evil."

There were tinmes when peopl e | ooked
at the borough and only saw struggle. The era
where the nation watched i nages of fires and
decl ared that the Bronx was burning. But the
spirit of the Bronx did not stay down. It
rebui | ded, nei ghbor hood by nei ghbor hood, bl ock by
bl ock, famly by famly.

It even built this country,

M. President. Another fun fact, a Fernandez fun
fact: Did you know that at our nation's capital
the Lincoln Menorial, that statue was made in the
Bronx? It was carved in a studio in the

Sout h Bronx and brought in pieces to our nation's
capital. So when you go visit Washington, D.C
you know the Bronx is |ooking at you.

The spirit of the Bronx, when the
wor |l d handed us a tough deck, the Bronx played it
handily, returning the favor with nusic --
hi p- hop, sal sa, doo-wop. The New York Yankees,
27 rings, okay. The New York Botanical Garden
the first botanical garden in this state. W
have Brooklyn, we have Queens, but the New York

Bot anical Garden is in the Bronx because that is
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where it started, as did so nany other things.

W have the best zoo -- the Bronx
Zoo, where you can see Happy the El ephant -- and
fashion icons, fromCalvin Klein -- | know a | ot
of us love to wear his suits -- to original stil
Edwin Reyes. And if you were watching the
A ynpics, the Wnter A ynpics, those very nice
outfits were designed by Bronx native
Ral ph Lauren.

And may | say that the Bronx is
beautiful. It is so beautiful. W are the
greenest borough, with the nost parkland space.
From Pel ham Bay Park to Orchard Beach,

Van Cortlandt, St. Mary's and Crotona, we are so
beautiful, and every day we continue to bl oom

| say before you, M. President, if
you didn't know, again, the Bronx is the only
bor ough on the mai nl and USA. The Bronx is the
gateway to the United States. You have to cone
through us if you want to see anything el se.

And that is fitting, because the
story of the Bronx is the story of Anerica. W
are the city. W are God's country. And we are
t he hopes and dreans of generations past,

fighting for our place in the world -- and we are
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W nni ng.

As a State Senator, | know that to
represent the Bronx is to carry that spirit with
you. It nmeans speaking for conmunities who have
fought to be heard. It means honoring
resilience, creativity, and the pride that
defines our borough. And it means maki ng sure
that the Bronx is never overl ooked in places
where deci sions are nmade, |ike right here in our
State Capitol.

That is why today matters. Today's
| eaders, artists, entrepreneurs, comunity
menbers fromthe Bronx have conme today to see you
SO you can see them Today we recogni ze the
bor ough that has given so nmuch to the world.

To nmy baby borough, the Bronx, |I'm
so proud of you. And we are rem nded that the
Bronx is not just a part of New York City, it is
not just where we live, it is who we are. W are
the vibe. W are the Bronx. And we are the
best .

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bail ey.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you to Senator Fernandez for
revitalizing Bronx Day, to the Chanber of
Commerce and all of our esteened guests.

M. President, today | get to be a
| awyer again. |'mgoing to subnmt to you a
notion for summary judgnment about the Bronx, the

greatest place on God' s green earth.

Now, a phil osopher once said: "New
York to the heart, but we got love for all. Lie
and die in the fire where | learned to ball.

Uptown is the place where | lay ny done. On the
streets of the Bronx where ny famly roam

Now, we heard that Brooklyn's in the
house.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: W heard that
Queens gets the noney. W know about all the
wor |l d:  Money- maki ng Manhattan, noney-earning
Mount Vernon. But | submt to you in this notion
for summary judgnment, as Senator Fernandez, if it
wasn't for the Bronx, this rap thing probably
never woul d be goi ng on.

So tell me where you from  Uptown,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1126

the greatest place where |ife tastes sweeter.
Peopl e tal k about food.
M. President, there are Starbucks in Mnhattan.
W go to the Wiite Plains Road for jerked chicken
spots. Little Jamaica, the nost Jamai cans
outside of the country of Jamaica reside uptown.
Wah gwaan, with ny brethren. They
know what's goi ng on because they made a life,
they've cone to the Bronx. M grandparents cane
to the Bronx from North Carolina. Mgration
Al'l great roads |lead through the boogi e-down
Br onx.
And all great |eaders happen to go
to high school in the Bronx. Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns, Evander Childs H gh School,
boogi e-down Bronx. Speaker Carl Heasti e,
Truman H gh School, boogi e-down Bronx. | don't
think it's a coincidence. | think it's something
t hat happens. There's sonmething in the air.
There's sonething rich about the tapestry, the
fabric.
We tal k about the fashion designers,
we tal k about Ral ph and Calvin. | know all of
you have Polo. That's fromthe Bronx. You may

not know about up-and-com ng fashi on designers
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i ke Mugzy McFly out of Baychester, an uptown
representative doi ng great things.

W tal k about Stan Lee, Marvel.
When they think that this is (crossed arns on
chest) Wakanda -- no, this is the Bronx. Stan
Lee, also a Bronxite.

So when you think Wakanda, you think
the Bronx. It's the only borough with the sign.
| know sorme of you all try to nake other signs.
There's only one borough with the sign (crossed
arms on chest).

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: As much as | may
not like the teamthat resides on 161st Street
and River Avenue, they do have a | ot of
chanpi onshi ps.

But we are the honme of great
basketbal | players |ike Jamal Mashburn and Rod
Strickland, M. President, the greatest NBA
pl ayer, in nmy opinion, to ever nake an All-Star
game. Just let NYU to an NCAA tournament for the
first time in along tine.

But it's not just about the
braggadoci o, M. President. You heard the facts

about the borough. There's a sense of resilience
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that the Bronx has taken on. Sports announcer --
clown, in ny book -- Howard Cosell said that the
Bronx was burning. The Bronx was never burning,

M. President. Those fires were a result of

di sinvestnment. Not just financially, but a

di si nvestnment in the people of the Bronx.

Now t hat we have stewards -- and
St ewart - Cousi nses and Heasties -- that really
invested in the borough, |ook at how far we have
come. Those fires were set by people that wanted
us to burn. But now, M. President, we're on
fire.

What we have done -- the undisputed
bi rt hpl ace of hi p-hop, for those in the back --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: -- for those in
the front, it all comes from all conmes from
1520 Sedgwi ck Avenue in Senator Jose Marcos
Serrano's district. August 11, 1973, a date that
will live forever in history, when hip-hop
started out in the park.

M. President, we are the hone of
the world' s | argest cooperative devel opnent in
Co-Op City. New York City's |argest indoor

shopping mall at Bay Plaza. And those of us who
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are from uptown, we know about goi ng through
Burger King to get to the novie theater.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: Those of us from
upt own, we know about buy-one-get-one-free
Wednesdays at Carvel on 233rd.

But everybody fromthe Bronx has
their owmn Bronx story, their own little slice of
heaven, M. President.

And as | close, I'mjust glad that
God made nme be fromthe Bronx. W are the only
borough that was born in the sane century that we
were born in. All the other boroughs got 16s and
17s and 18s. The Bronx, 1912. Youngest and
freshest. The last etching on the stairs, but
the first in your heart.

So as | close, | invite you all to
come, cone down the hill. Enjoy the Bronx.
Savor the Bronx. Just don't root for the team
t here, professional teamthere.

But | amreally excited that
Bronx Day in Albany is back. And to all ny
col | eagues, let us continue to live out -- oh,
one nore thing, M. President.

Qgden Nash, fanobus poet. He
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i nfamously wote: "The Bronx? No thonx!" But
much |i ke the resurgence that everybody knows
about the Bronx, Ogden Nash made anends:

"I can't seemto escape the sins of
nmy smart-Alec youth. Here are ny anmends.

"I wote those lines, 'The Bronx?
No thonx!' | shudder to confess them

“"Now |''m an ol der, wiser man, | cry:
' The Bronx? God bless them""

And God bl ess the Borough of the
Br onx.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Myri e.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

Let ne thank Senator Fernandez for
bringing this resol ution.

| also want to -- hold on, hold on,
hold on, I'ma get to it. |'ma get to it.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR MYRI E: Let ne al so
recogni ze that we are joined by history-naking

wonen in a nonth where we are recogni zi ng that.
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W have the first wonman ever, first
Bl ack woman ever, first Black person ever to
assume the Bronx borough presidency, the
Honor abl e Vanessa G bson.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR MYRI E: A former nenber of
this august State Legislature.

And then we have the Bronx district
attorney, the first Black woman in the State of
New York history to assune the office of district
attorney.

So the Bronx -- yeah, we can give it
up for her.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR MYRI E: So in addition to
all the great things you are going to hear about
the Bronx today, | want to ensure that we
recogni ze that it isn't just within the confines
of the borough's boundaries, but that they are
setting an exanple for nmany wonen that | ook just
like them who will set an exanple for future
generati ons.

Now, you're probably wondering why
this Brooklyn kid is standing up on the Bronx Day

resol ution, Senator Rivera. But | would argue
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that | have the strongest dual citizenship
bet ween the two boroughs --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MYRI E: -- out of anybody
in this chanber because nmy dad noved to the Bronx
when | was very, very, very young.

So | got street cred in the Bronx.

| know about Baychester Avenue. | know about the
Carvel special. | played handball at Van
Cortlandt. | played hoops at Sousa. | bought

bootl eg CDs off Fordham Road.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MYRI E: When | was young.
When | was young.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR MYRI E: | was educated at
For dham Uni versity.

| would not be who | amtoday if not
for the great borough of the Bronx. So |I wanted
to ensure that | gave ny just due, that | gave
praise to this borough for all that you continue
to do, not just for the Gty of New York but the
entire State of New York.

Thank you, and Happy Bronx Day!
(Appl ause.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

And many thanks to all ny coll eagues
and Senator Fernandez and all who have spoken
about the inportance of the Bronx, and all who
are here to celebrate all that is great about
t hi s wonderful borough.

And we heard our colleagues talk
about all the different ways that the Bronx is
special. And it is all of that, and very
personal for me. As a kid growing up in the
1970s in the Bronx, | was really nade to feel
that this was not a good place. | would tel
people I was fromthe Bronx, and they would go,
"Qoh, how did you survive? And, you know, al
this, you know, nonsense.

There was this belief, this
nmyt hol ogy that the Bronx was not magic. But |
knew that it was. | was watchi ng Reggi e Jackson
hit three hone runs in the Wrld Series. | was
wi tnessing all of the magic that was there al
around -- all of the great nusic and the

architecture and the | argest collection of
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art-deco apartnents anywhere outside of
M am Beach.

And when | had children, ny wife and
|, and | would talk to nmy son about the Bronx,
you know, he had heard the runors that the Bronx
was not great. And | said, Let's tal k about that
for a mnute. Let's talk about all the great
things that came fromthis borough that we | ove.

Now, nmy son is a big fan of Batnman.
There woul d be no Batman if it wasn't for the
Bronx. The Dark Knight got his start in the
bor ough, as did nmany ot her of our superheroes, as
Senat or Fernandez nentioned, through the
Marvel Universe and ot herw se.

And from Stanl ey Kubrick, who
revol utioni zed the way we watch novies, from

Ral ph Lauren and Calvin Klein, who revol utionized

the way we | ook at fashion. | could go on and
on. | could talk about Neil DeG asse Tyson.
could tal k about Sonia Sotomayor. | could talk

about all the amazi ng mnusicians and thinkers and
poets and witers.

And really, what it boils down to is
pride. It's pride that we were denied through

redl i ning and through beni gn negl ect.
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There was not hi ng beni gn about the
negl ect that happened in the 1960s and '70s in
the Bronx. This was purposeful. This was
sonet hing that was done that was a trenendous
tragedy. And it had repercussions for
generati ons.

| ndeed, | grew up thinking that this
was not the place to be. | grew up thinking that
what | saw on TV in The Brady Bunch was the
epitone of the Anmerican dream not realizing that
the diversity and the beauty that was in the
Bronx was the dream

So as | stand here as the father of
two teenage kids, and nmy son in his second year
at the University of Pennsylvania -- and |'m so
proud of him and ny daughter and all that the
Bronx gave to us. W would not be anything if it
was not for the Bronx.

And | congratul ate everyone here to
celebrate it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Sepul veda.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President.
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Before | speak, | just have to nake
it clear to Senator Myrie that you don't get
street-cred citizenship just because you set foot
in the Bronx. To get credibility in the Bronx,
you' ve got to live there, you ve got to work
there, you've got to be with us every single day.

And | want to deny Senator Bail ey
his notion for summary judgnent because even
t hough what he said was accurate about the Bronkx,
the reality is that he's still a New York Mets
fan.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: The Bronx --
|"ve lived in nost counties in the Gty of
New York and several places throughout the state,
but there's no greater place than the Bronx.

You know, | noved into the Bronx
after graduating fromlaw school in 1991, and
stayed there. And |'ve been there for the | ast
30-sonething years. And | tell you that it's
been one of the best experiences of ny life.
|'ve rai sed one son there and another one |
rai sed for nost of his life there. And | could
not think of a greater place to raise a famly.

Now, of course | want to thank
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Nat halia for the great work for this day today,
and | saw a |lot of the presentation. You should
be very proud of the work that you' ve done.

| want to thank the Bronx Chanber of
Commerce for the great work that they do in
econoni ¢ devel opnent for the county.

Now, it's inportant that we
cel ebrate, as we cel ebrate al nost 400 years of
New York City and 250 years of this country, that
we cel ebrate the Bronx.

You know, people don't know this,
but the Bronx played a critical role in the
Revol utionary War of this country. And there are
many sites that you can go visit and you can see
where actual battles took place.

The Bronx is one of the nost diverse
places in the world. | lived in Queens, | lived
in Jackson Heights, so | know how diverse
Jackson Heights is. But the Bronx is al nost as
di verse and has a great comunity.

In the 1940s to the 1970s there was
a big mgration fromPuerto Rico. Subsequently
you' ve had people from West Africa, fromAfrica,
you' ve had people from South Asia, the

Bangl adeshi comunity is a thriving community
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there now. You have a | arge Dom ni can conmunity
which is the |argest ethnic group now in the
County of the Bronx.

And | know we've nentioned sone of
the great and fanmous people that were born or
lived or were raised in the Bronx. | know
sonmeone nentioned Neil DeGrasse Tyson, who as you
all know has changed the way we |ive and we think
about the universe. | know DeG asse's father was
African-Anmerican and his nother was Puerto Rican,
we had ot her great people |ike Roscoe Brown,
WE.B. Du Bois. They were all born in the Bronx
and lived there nost of their lives. W have
ot her fanous nusicians. | know we spoke about
Cardi B. But we al so have Jennifer Lopez. W
have Grandmaster Flash, and we have KRS-One, two
pi oneers of hip-hop nusic. Fat Joe is another
Br onx- bor n-and- bred nusician. And one that
probably nmany of you don't know, especially if
you're fromLong Island, is that Billy Joel was
actually born in the Bronx.

You know, we have a |l ot of pride
that hip-hop is the birthplace -- the Bronx is
the birthplace of hip-hop. It transforned nusic,

and it al so changes soci al expressions around the
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worl d and fashi on and ot her ways.

You know, our borough has the best
zoo in the entire country, it has the best
bot ani cal gardens in the entire world. It has
O chard Beach, it has Van Cortlandt Park, which
are wonderful places to go. And of course it is
a |l ocation where you have -- a county where you
have many educational centers |ike Fordham you
have Lehman Col | ege and many, many ot her
institutions of higher learning in the county.

| invite all of ny colleagues to
come and visit the Bronx. W can take you to
Little Italy to eat foods fromnot only the
Italian conmmunity, but al so the Mexican-Anerican
comunity, which has grown in that sector.

We can take you to areas where you
coul d eat Janmi can food, you could eat Arabic
food. | mean, so many different kinds of flavors
and food and flavors fromdifferent countries
that we invite you to cone in.

O course if you come, we'll take
you to a Yankee ganme, we'll take you to the
greatest zoo, the Bronx Zoo, and then after
you're done there we'll wal k you over to the

bot ani cal gardens and you'll have the greatest
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experience you have in your life.
So we urge you, cone to the Bronx.
"' m so honored to be recognizing the Bronx. As I
said, | can't think of a greater place to |ive.
God bl ess the Bronx {in Spani sh;
crossed arns on chest}.
(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Krueger.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.
| never lived in the Bronx.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR KRUEGER: But ny first job
in New York Gty when | noved to New York in 1983
was to actually work in the Hunts Point area of
the Bronx, which was a tough place at that tine.
And so |I"'mdelighted to hear al
t hese wonderful things that are the Bronx today,
and all the great people who conme fromthe Bronx
and came fromthe city today to visit with us.
But | needed to stand up to point
out that when ny very close friend
Senator Serrano got up to talk about his life in
the Bronx, he forgot to nmention this little

detail .
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| knew his father, the Congressman,
| ong before | knew him because he was part of
the great renewal of the Bronx and was so
committed to the community where | started to
work in 1983. And he was so helpful to ne in ny
efforts when | started the New York City Food
Bank back then. And his commtnent to soci al
justice and his own people.

And | have no question where this
amazi ng man {indicating} canme from because he
came from Congressnman Serrano, who | just wanted
to make sure we tal ked about today.

Thank you very much

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO | just want to
rise torun a little cover for Senator Serrano.

You tal ked about Batman, but you
| aunched into Stan Lee and Marvel. So | don't
want a bunch of Batman fan boys calling your
of fice saying you msinterpreted this.

| ndeed, Bob Kane and Bill Finger are
both fromthe Bronx, the co-creators of Batnman.

| wanted to clarify that so you don't get a bunch
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of emails and phone calls.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Good?

To Bronx Borough President Vanessa
G bson and District Attorney Clark, to all of our
guests here today representing the boogi e-down
Bronx, | welcome you on behalf of the Senate. W
extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t he house.

Pl ease, all of you, rise and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resol uti on was
adopted on March 5th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
before we nove on, | want to state clearly for
the record that the best superhero is Spider-Man,
who is in fact from Queens. He is from Queens.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: You develop it
wherever you want -- he lived in Queens,

Senat or Serrano.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR G ANARI S: Al right, let's
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nove on to nore serious matters:

Resol ution 1718, by Senator May. Pl ease read
that resolution's title and recogni ze

Senat or May.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1718, by
Senat or May, recognizing Tuesday, March 10, 2026
as Harriet Tubnman Day.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or May on the
resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

After taking in all that Bronx
pride, let nme transport you 250 m | es nort hwest
of the Bronx to the beautiful if dimnutive city
of Auburn, New York, which proudly calls itself
Hi story's Hometown, in part because it was the
chosen honme of one of Anerica's npbst courageous
heroes, Harriet Tubman.

Today is the anniversary of her
death. She died in 1913, after a |l ong and
remarkable life. And it is fitting now, during
Wnen's H story Month, and just after Bl ack

Hi story Month, that we pause to renmenber the life
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of Harriet Tubman.

Born into slavery in Maryl and, she
occupies a key place in Black history for her
i ncredi bl e bravery and dedi cation to hel pi ng
many, many nen, wonen and chil dren escape
sl avery.

As a conductor on the
Under ground Railroad, she risked her own life and
freedom countl ess tinmes, bringing others
northward. She once said, in all those years she
never ran her train off the track and never | ost
a passenger.

Harriet Tubman al so nade wonen's
hi story when she joined the Union cause in the
Cvil War as a nurse, cook, scout and spy. And
in 1863, she becanme the first American wonan to
lead an armed mlitary raid at the
Conbahee River. The raid resulted in the
| i beration of over 700 ensl aved peopl e, and dealt
a serious blow to the Confederate cause.

Ms. Tubman was post hunously awar ded
the rank of brigadier general in the Arny for her
achi evenents in that war.

Here in New York, Harriet Tubman

made a quieter kind of history after she settled
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in Auburn. She chose that city because of her
cl ose friendship with several abolitionists and
fighters for wonen's suffrage, notably

Frances Seward and her husband, WIIiam Seward.

WIlliam Seward served in this body
as the State Senator from Auburn, then as
Governor of New York State and United States
Senat or from New York State, and eventually as
Lincoln's Secretary of State.

The Sewards provided Ms. Tubman a
horme in Auburn, where she lived for the last five
decades of her life, continuing her humanitarian
activities.

She was a pillar of the AME Zi on
Church in Auburn and worked with the church to
found the Harriet Tubman Home for Elderly and
| ndi gent African-Areri cans, which becane
essentially a nursing home that she ended up
living in at the end of her life.

Harriet Tubman was well into her
ni neti es when she died in 1913, and she's buried
in Fort Hill Cenmetery, a stone's throw fromthe
AME Zion Church and not far fromthe Seward
famly plot.

Auburn is still home to many of her
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descendants. And |ast year the United States
Park Service opened the Harriet Tubnman Nati onal
Hi storic Park in Auburn.

On this Harriet Tubman Day in this
Wnen's Hi story Month, | amgrateful to the
Senate for recognizing the life and | egacy of
this extraordi nary New Yorker.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or May.
Senat or Webb on the resol ution.
SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator May and al so
Assenbl ynmenber Meeks in the Assenbly for bringing
in resolution forward today, and of course our
Senate Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins,
for honoring the |life, courage and enduring
| egacy of Harriet Tubman.

Harriet Tubman had so nany, many
esteened titles and nanmes. Mbdst certainly a few
"1l just [ift up: Aram nta, Mses, conductor,
fem nist icon, and so many nore. And as
Senat or May very el oquently described, she not

only escaped bondage, but her story did not end
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with her own freedom |Instead, she nade the
brave and selfless decision to return to the
South time and time again, guiding enslaved nen,
wonen and chil dren al ong the Underground Railroad
towards safety and |iberty.

Now, she was a woman of small
stature but she was filled with m ghty courage,
vision and conmtnent. She not only answered the
call to lead, she was driven by an indomtable
and divine spirit to nake a difference.

Harriet Tubman's courage and her
comm tment to change has nade an inpact on nany
lives and strengthened the novenent for freedom
in this country.

At a time when hel pi ng sonmeone
escape slavery could literally cost a person
their life, and when you think about |aws at that
time, the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, which
allowed -- which was a law that literally allowed
people to not only be captured but put back into
sl avery -- she risked all of these things because
of this assignnent that she was given.

Her | eadership, resilience, and
faith inspired countl ess people to resist

injustice and believe in the possibility of a
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better future. She not only |ed enslaved Bl ack
peopl e towards freedom she defied the odds and
enshrined the fight for human dignity and rights
into our collective story.

M. President, the
Under ground Rail road was made possible by a
network of conmunities that believed in that sane
principle. One of those conmunities is in ny
district, in the Gty of Binghanton, which | am
very proud to represent and very proud to have
been born and rai sed there. Binghanton served as
a stop along the Underground Rail road where | ocal
residents quietly provided shelter and support to
i ndi vi dual s seeking freedom And today that
history is remenbered through initiatives |ike
t he Bi nghanton Freedom Trail, which highlights
i mportant sites throughout the city connected to
t he Underground Rail road, and the broader
struggle for abolition and civil rights.

One such site is Trinity AME
Zion Church, a historic institution that played a
role in that | egacy of courage and community
| eader shi p.

And for the people of Bi nghanton and

the Southern Tier, these sites stand as powerful
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rem nders and calls to action for courage,
conpassi on, and noral conviction that cannot only
help to nove our comunity forward but al so nove
our nation closer towards the prom se of liberty
for all.

| urge ny colleagues to join nme in
supporting this resolution. As we reflect on
Harriet Tubman's | egacy, may we continue to honor
her exanple by renmenbering this history of
| i beration, of human dignity and nore, and carry
it forward through our efforts here in this
chanber to lift up those val ues of freedom
justice, and human dignity.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Webb.

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now let's
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nove on to Resolution 1723, by Majority Leader

Stewart-Cousins, read that resolution's title,

and recogni ze Senat or Gonzal ez to speak on that
resol ution.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1723, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, comrenorating the
61st Anniversary of Bloody Sunday and the
Sel ma-t o- Mont gonmery march across the
Ednund Pettus Bridge in Sel m, Al abama, which
served as a catalyst for the passage of the
1965 Voting Rights Act.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Conzal ez on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you to the | eader for
bringing forward this resolution honoring the
61st Anni versary of Bl oody Sunday.

This anniversary is bittersweet as
we nmourn the loss of civil rights activist
Jesse Jackson and cel ebrate the incredible work
he and so many other activists did to defend our

nost fundanmental rights.
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On March 7, 1965, 600 peaceful
activists marched across the Ednund Pettus Bridge
in Selma. This was part of a series of civil
rights protests against the system c denial of
Bl ack voter registration.

Even though the GCvil Rights Act of
1964 forbade discrimnation in voting on the
basis of race, efforts by civil rights
organi zati ons such as the Southern Christian
Leadership Council and the Student Nonvi ol ent
Coordinating Commttee to register Black voters
were met with resistance, violence and
intimdation in southern states.

The brutality these marchers faced
on that bridge at the hands of 150 Al abama state
troopers, sheriffs deputies and white vigilante
groups shocked the nation. Known |ater as Bl oody
Sunday, this action led to the
Sel ma-t o- Mont gonmery nmarch and later to the
passage of the Voting Ri ghts Act.

Thi s anni versary serves as a
sobering rem nder that, as Janai Nel son,
presi dent of the Legal Defense Fund, put it:
"There has not been a nonent in this denocracy

where we have not had to fight for our right to
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vote, where we have not faced hurdles in casting
a vote."

M. President, there hasn't been a
si ngl e noment since the passage of the Voting
Ri ghts Act that there hasn't been a concerted
effort to undermne it. The Voting Rights Act of
1965 banned racist literacy tests as a
requi renent for voting, but today we see states
passi ng onerous voter |.D. requirenments when
studi es show that nearly 29 mllion voting-age
U S citizens |acked a valid driver's |license and
over 7 mllion had no other form of non-expired
government -i ssue photo identification.

The Voting Rights Act reduced the
di sparity between Bl ack and white voters and
al l oned greater nunbers of Black voters to
participate in local politics. But today we're
seeing polling places shut down in Black and
brown nei ghborhoods. 1In the past year alone, the
federal government has taken actions to weaken
voting rights for all Americans, fromthreats to
elimnate mail-in voting to nationalizing the
el ectoral process.

The Suprenme Court, after striking

down huge portions of the Voting Rights Act in
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2013, is once again hearing a case that could
absolutely gut it.

The fight for our right to vote and,
by extension, the fight for our denocracy did not
start at Selma, and it certainly has not ended
since. Voting rights are the anchor for all of
the other rights we fought for and won over the
| ast 60 years. The marchers in Sel ma under st ood
that. The generations of activists who foll owed
t hem knew that. And here in New York we
understand we have a responsibility to defend
each of the rights that we've won

Under the | eadership of our
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, we've
passed the John R Lewis Voting Rights Act and
sonme of the nobst robust el ections protections,

i ncl udi ng addi ng nore early voting places and
bal | ot drop-off boxes.

W' ve passed sane-day registration
on the first day of early voting. W' ve noved to
protect elections officers and have encouraged
vot er education and transparency.

These wi ns do not nean that we can
stop fighting. They remind us that now nore than

ever, we nust keep marchi ng, we nust keep
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organi zi ng, we nust keep resisting efforts to
underm ne the Voting Rights Act of 1965. They
are proof that when we do, we have the ability to
Wi n.

And as we commenor at e Bl oody Sunday,
we are not only renmenbering the 600 people who
mar ched in Sel ma, we are honoring a broader
tradition of everyday people com ng together to
defend our nost fundanental rights and stand up
for the denocracy that we all deserve the right
to be a part of.

So | want to thank again the | eader
and this chanber for this resolution, and of
course | proudly support it.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,
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t he sponsors of today's resolutions would like to
open them for cosponsorshi p.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolutions are
open for cosponsorship. Should you choose not to
be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
176, Senate Print 2598A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 176, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.
Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
206, Senate Print 4692, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Cleare to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

Period poverty is a real condition.
The cost of nenstrual products can be
astronom cal, especially to those who have | ower
i nconmes, such as college students. In reality
t he purpose of these products is sinple: To
provi de essential health options to deal with a
natural ly occurring bodily process.

No one shoul d have to budget for
this or go without just to afford period
products. Wuld we nake peopl e bear the burden
and cost of toilet paper, hand soap, and paper

t owel s?
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The bill before us continues a
novenent that was started al nost 10 years ago,
and that is to make sure that nenstrua
products are provided free of charge in the
restroons of all educational institutions. This
bill is needed because in a recent survey,

48 percent of students said they have struggl ed
to access nenstrual products due to cost or other
barriers.

The study al so found that nearly one
in five, 19 percent of female college students
reported that they felt forced to deci de between
buyi ng period products and payi ng for other
expenses such as food and other bills.

We can do better than that, and we
will. In m office we are holding a trio of
events this March concerning period poverty,

i ncl udi ng outreach to schools, a product
collection drive, and a day of action.

| thank ny col |l eagues for voting for
this bill and for all that we have done,

i ndividually and collectively, to alleviate
period poverty, period.

Thank you.

(Laughter.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Senator Cleare wll
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 206, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Gllivan, Martins, Wil czyk and
Vi k.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
275, Senate Print 4470A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 275, voting in the negative are
Senators Brisport, Giffo, Cberacker and Wi Kk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.
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THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
310, Senate Print 627, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
357, Senate Print 516A, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside for
t he day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
360, Senate Print 3249, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
368, Senate Print 2491, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 368, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,

Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker,
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O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 15.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
371, Senate Print 2236A, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 371, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
390, Senate Print 2278A, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Webb to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to [ift up this legislation
because it does several things.

One, it affirms sonething we al
know to be very true, and that is nurses are the
backbone of our healthcare systemand quite
frankly, their voices deserve to be heard at
every table where critical decisions are made,
especially at the highest |evels.

What this bill does is that it
requires the governing bodies of hospitals to
i nclude at | east one registered professional
nurse fromthe comunity as a sitting and voting
menber .

This is a commpbnsense step. And
nurses, as we know, bring such essenti al
expertise, whether it's to the boardroom they

hel p shape policies, strengthen hospital
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reputation, and guide care in ways that directly
benefit us, their patients.

The nursing profession is incredibly
diverse. It enconpasses individuals commtted to
serving patients, famlies, and our conmunities.
Nurses work on the frontlines of care and bring a
wi de range of skills and strategic thinking,
probl em sol ving, comuni cati on and | eadership
that go far beyond the bedsi de.

These conpetencies not only inprove
pati ent outcomes but al so enhance the overal
ef fectiveness and resilience of our hospitals.

M. President, our state thrives
when decisions are inforned by those with the
firsthand experience on the frontlines of care.

I ncl udi ng nurses on hospital boards is not just
sinply sound policy, it is essential for stronger
hospital s and better healthcare for everyone.

| proudly vote aye, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Webb wil |
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 390, voting in the negative are

Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Gllivan, Giffo, Martins, Mattera, Muirray,
oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Wl czyk
and Weber .

Ayes, 46. Nays, 15.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
391, Senate Print 2400, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Murray to
explain his vote.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President.

First let me start by sincerely
t hanki ng nmy col | eague Senator Persaud for working
on this together, and also to a nenber of her

staff who really played a big role in putting
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this together. W sat and talked for quite sone
time, sharing our stories. And that is Mchelle
Edwi n Al varez, who really was instrunmental in
doi ng this.

|"ve told this story, so I'll give
kind of the Reader's Digest version of this. The
i nportance of this cannot be understated. And I
say that because 15 years ago | was nuch nore
active than I amnow. | was playing softball on
Sunday nornings. And rounding third base, blew
out nmy knee one norning. And | had just gotten
el ected to the Assenbly at the tine.

Bl ew out the knee. | nean, bad.
Surgery was required. So | come up here and |
actually used a doctor up here in Al bany that was
al so working for the New York Gants. So
t hought okay, this guy knows what he's doing.

Had the surgery, and after the
surgery -- it was right around Menorial Day. W
went home. | wasn't marching in parades, but was
going to different parades, and | renenber we
pulled right up to the stage after one parade, |
get out of the car, literally just wal ked up the
steps and over to the m crophone to say a few

words, and | was conpletely out of breath. | was
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havi ng chest pains, wasn't sure what was goi ng
on. How could that have anything to do with the
knee surgery, right? So I didn't know what was
happeni ng.

Felt alittle bit better. On the
drive back to Al bany after that weekend, talking
to my chief of staff, and he said, "You know, we
really need to get that checked out." Okay. So
we get up to Albany, and | call the doctor who
did the surgery, and he says, "Yeah, we can see
you either right now or next Thursday." Right
now won, so we junped in the car, we go see him
He examnes nme a little bit and then says, "Hmm
| think I need to send you over to get sonething
el se done, maybe an ul trasound.™

So we go over there and do that.
And each tine | was noticing the doctors and
everyone was growing in urgency. But | didn't
know why. | didn't understand it. Well, they
finally end up sending ne to the energency room
They said, "You have to go there now. "

So we're driving over, and | called
over and said, "Are we going into session? |
don't want to miss any votes. Maybe | could cone

back, do the votes and then go to the hospital."
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He said, "Wat are you, crazy? W're going to
the hospital."

Well, luckily they were smarter than
| was. We went straight to the hospital, and at
t hat poi nt everyone scranbling and running, and

|"mstarting to get really nervous now. \Wat's

going on? Well, they were scranbling and running
because | had blood clots. | then had a
pul nonary enbolism | didn't know what that was.

| had no idea. And | didn't realize that about
40 percent of the people that have that end up

dying. So that's why everyone was scranbling.

So today | said, | wonder just how
bad -- | nean, even today, after going through
all this, I wonder how bad that is. | |ooked it

up, and | said, How nany people in the United
States die of a pul nonary enbolismeach year?
Well, cone to find out, it says that it's a
| eadi ng cause of cardiovascular nortality, often
behind only heart attacks and strokes. Anywhere
from 100, 000 to 200, 000 people a year die froma
pul nonary enbol i sm

For those who don't know what that
is, that's throwing a blood clot, basically. You

get a clot in one area, and it goes up and it can
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go to your heart and kill you.

M ne, luckily, got caught in ny
lung, so it never nade it. The doc said the next
stop was nortality. The next stop, you would not
have lived. So luckily, it got caught in ny
lung. So | ended up in the hospital for a few
days.

But the point of this |ong extended
story -- sorry, | promsed it would be short.

But the point of this |ong extended story is |
didn't know any of this. They say ignorance is
bliss. | guess | was a little happy because |
didn't know how serious this was. It is very,
very serious.

It says nany of these deaths occur
rapidly or before a formal diagnosis can be nade,
as it is a common, often-preventable conplication
in hospitalized patients. | didn't know after
surgery you' re supposed to get up and nove
around. Circulate the blood. Do that. | didn't
know this. That's why | formed a clot.

To this day | still have and am
form ng blood clots. W never figured out why.
| went through dozens and dozens of tests al

over the place; we couldn't figure out why. Many
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people, it's hereditary or genetic. Qhers, it
can be after surgery or a conplication or
sonmething. W never figured out why with ne.

So | kept formng themand we had to
do enmergency surgery and put a filter in just in
case another one gets throwmn. So to this day,
|"mstill learning nore and nore about it.

So putting this working group
together, the information that can be gathered
fromthat, is inperative. This is a bill that
|"mproud to say could literally save |ives.

So agai n, Senator Persaud, | say
t hank you. To your staffer, Mchelle, | say
t hank you, God bl ess you.

And I"'mthrilled to vote yes,

M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senator Mirray.

Senator Murray will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

| too want to rise and thank

Senat or Persaud and Senator Murray for your
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advocacy on this issue.

Just recently nmy 21-year-old
daughter Elizabeth -- who gave nme perm ssion to
speak about her today, by the way -- is a senior
down at the University of Virginia. Had to have
energency surgery, and about five days after
surgery her armturned blue. She couldn't
br eat he.

Thank God for her roommates. They
brought her to the hospital. And she has bl ood
clots, one that's cutting off the circulation to
her arm and it's close to her heart. Miltiple
bl ood clots in both of her |ungs.

And it's sonething | knew not hing
about. A kid that could run an 8-minute mile
just the week before could now wal k fromhere to
there and was out of breath. She couldn't travel
home for her grandfather's funeral because she's
not permtted to travel.

And | daresay this is sonething that
will likely affect her for the rest of her life.
The doctors have said if she wants to have
children, she will likely have to be on bl ood
t hi nners during her whol e pregnancy. And the

surgery that she had was for an ovarian torsion
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so her notherhood is clearly in jeopardy now,
which is really scary.

But | just want to thank you for
bringing this to the floor. | look forward to
heari ng what this working group has to say.
Because the doctors don't understand why this
happens, howto treat it, howto detect it. And
it's a very scary thing for a young wonan to go
through this. And certainly as her nom it's
very scary.

So thank you both for bringing this
to the floor. | proudly vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick wll
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
413, Senate Print 3078, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 413, voting in the negative:
Senat ors Chan and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
437, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4382A, by
Assenbl ynenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Educati on Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 437, voting in the negative are

Senators Borrell o, Chan, pheracker, O Mara, Ott
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and Wi k.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
449, Senate Print 374, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Legislative Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 449, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Mattera, Muirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 109.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
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further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: I n that case, |
nmove to adjourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday,
March 11th, at 3:00 p. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Wdnesday,
March 11th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:40 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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