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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 5, 2026
11: 37 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR ANTONI O DELGADO, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Everyone pl ease rise and recite the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: I n the absence of
clergy, please bow your heads in a nonment of
silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday, March 3,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sepul veda
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Codes,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6338 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 5041, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 276.

Senat or Har ckham noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Environmental Conservation,
Assenbly Bill Number 8515A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 2292B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 376.

Senat or Sal azar noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Wnen's | ssues,

Assenbly Bill Number 4591A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1305A, Third Reading
Cal endar 406.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Good nor ni ng.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
nove to adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolution 1677.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolution 1677, please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W're going to
begin with Resolution 1677, by Senat or Cooney.

Please read its title and recognize
Senat or Cooney.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1677, by
Senat or Cooney, cel ebrating Holi, an ancient
Hi ndu Spring Festival.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Cooney on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
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M. President.

It's my pleasure to speak in support
of the resolution recognizing and cel ebrati ng
Hol i .

Hol i, known as the Festival of
Colors, signals the com ng of spring. It
cel ebrates vibrancy, prom se, and the possibility
that the season brings.

Holi is cel ebrated worl dw de,

i ncluding here in New York. And as many of you
know, our AAPI community is the fastest-grow ng
popul ation in the state and throughout our
nation, meaning nore and nore South Asians and
Hi ndus are choosing New York to call hone.

Today's resolution is about marking
the progress of that growth and cel ebrating the
| ove, happiness and freedomthat Holi represents
to all those cel ebrating worl dw de.

It's a holiday that hol ds speci al
significance for me. As an inmm grant from
Calcutta, India, Holi is one of the tines of year
that makes nme feel nore connected to ny heritage
and to my cul ture.

| hope that everyone who has

cel ebrated a joyous, colorful holiday with
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friends and famly -- and with so nuch negativity
in our world, celebrations |ike these are needed
nore than ever, to renmenber the positive parts of
our lives and the peopl e that gather around us,
especially our |oved ones.

Happy Holi, M. President.

| vote aye. Thank you.

Hol i hai!

THE PRESI DENT: Hol i hai

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Okay. At this
time there's a privileged resolution at the desk,
Resol ution 1701, by Leader Stewart- Cousins.

Let's take that up, read its title
only, and recogni ze Senator Wbb to speak on that
resol ution, please.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a

privileged resolution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1701, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMrch 2026 as
Wnen's History Month in the State of New York,
honoring the extraordi nary innovati on,
resilience, and contributions of wonen who have
shaped New York and the nation

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Webb.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

It is ny great honor to rise today
on behal f of our esteenmed Mpjority Leader,
Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins, to speak on this
resol ution nmenorializing Governor Hochul to
procl aim March 2026 as Whnen's History Month in
the State of New York

This presents us with an opportunity
to be clear -- not just in the nonth of March,
but every day -- to recognize the inval uable
contributions of wonen in every aspect of history
and nost certainly our present and future.

Wnen's Hi story Month is a tinme for
us to reflect on the nonunental inpact that wonen

have nade to our communities and continue to nmake
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not only to our conmunities, our state, and our
nation. It is an opportunity to recognize the

| eadershi p and determi nation of the wonen who
broke barriers -- often those barriers were gl ass
ceilings, and in other cases brick ceilings --
and paved the way for future generations, and

t hose who work tirelessly every day that nay not
have public or very wi de public acclaim but
their influence is felt and appreciated
nonet hel ess.

M. President, throughout history
wonen have expanded opportunities in education,
heal t hcare, all workpl aces, |ed novenents for
justice, and strengthened our famlies and
communities. Many of the rights and
opportunities that we benefit fromtoday exist
because wonmen like us in this chanber and in our
communities refused to accept inequality and
i nstead chose to stand up, advocate, establish
prograns, |ead policy, start businesses, and so
nmuch nore.

M. President, as we take up this
resolution today I want to |ift up the words of
the civil rights | eader and fighter for wonen's

rights, Coretta Scott King. | aminspired by her
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call for freedomand justice. As she shared,
"Freedom and justice cannot be parceled out in
pieces to suit political convenience. | don't
bel i eve you can stand for freedomfor one
group and deny it to others."

These words are very rel evant and
prom nent today as we gather our collective
strength to face new and conti nued chal | enges as
a nation and as a state. Right here in New York
we stand on the shoul ders of extraordinary
trail bl azers |ike Susan B. Ant hony and
El i zabet h Cady Stanton, who hel ped | ead the fight
for wonen's suffrage.

Trail bl azers like Shirley Chisholm
the first Black woman el ected to the
United States Congress and the first Bl ack worman
to seek the nom nation for president of the
United States.

Trail bl azers |ike Dr. Hazel Dukes,
former national president and New York State
presi dent of the NAACP

Bot h she and Shirl ey Chishol mwere
menbers of Delta Signma Theta Sorority, Inc.,
whi ch played a pivotal role in the wonen's

suf frage nmovenent, making its first action by
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mar ching in the 1913 Wnen's Suffrage Procession
in Washington, D.C., just nonths after its
f oundi ng.

And we cel ebrate abolitionists |ike
Soj ourner Truth, and wonmen of col or past and
present who continued fighting to ensure justice
and dignity for all wonen.

W cel ebrate trailblazers |ike
Ell a Baker. And for those who may not be
famliar with Ell a Baker, she was a prom nent
civil and human rights | eader with SCLC and SNCC,
who fought for social, econom c and raci al
equality and nmentored | eaders |ike D ane Nash,
St okel y Carm chael, Bob Moses and al so worked
al ongside | eaders |ike WE. B. Du Boi s,
Thurgood Marshall, A. Philip Randol ph, and
count | ess ot her | eaders.

W al so think about |eaders |ike
Rut h Bader G nsburg, the first Jewi sh woman to
serve on the U S. Suprene Court, and
Soni a Sotomayor, a Bronx native -- | know
Bronx Day is com ng up next week -- who becane
the first Latina and the third woman appointed to
t he Suprene Court.

We al so have | eaders like right here
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in our state capital, Dr. Dorcey Applyrs, the
first Black wonen to ever serve as the mayor of
the Gty of Al bany, and Sharon Owens, the first
Bl ack woman to serve as nayor of Syracuse.

The courage that these wonen di spl ay
has transfornmed our denocracy and continues to
inspire all of us to step forward as | eaders.

Wnen's Hi story Month al so rem nds
us that history is not only made by those whose
nanmes appear in textbooks, it is nmade by the
not hers, the teachers, the caregivers, the
entrepreneurs and community | eaders who work
every day to build stronger comrunities across
our state.

| would be remss if | didn't
nmenti on the amazi ng wonen | eaders and
trail bl azers right here in this chanber.

M. President, as a wonan serving in this chanber
| was proud to be elected to this body

three years ago as part of our first ever

al | -wormren inconmng class, the first in the

hi story of the New York Senate. And we have the
great privilege of serving under the |eadership
of Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, who is

the first Black woman to ever |ead the New York
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State Senate.

The wonen of New York are strong and
ready for this fight. W wll followin the
foot steps of the sheroes who paved the way for
all of us -- working together to nmeet the
chal I enges of not only today, but we are endowed
with the strength of all the powerful wonen who
cane before us.

Let us cel ebrate the wonen who
shaped our past, uplift the wonen who are | eading
t oday, and continue working toward a future where
every woman and girl has the opportunity to reach
her full potential.

| proudly vote aye, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Webb.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

| too want to thank the
Majority Leader for bringing this inportant
resolution to the floor.

| think every woman in this chanber
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is very confident in their abilities. And if you
ask any of the Senators here, you would know t hat
they feel confident that they take care of their
famlies, they can serve as a Senator, and we
know t hat we can do the job

And | am so proud that every day |
have -- |I'man exanple to nmy three daughters that
anything is possible, regardl ess of where you
come from |'ve been very bl essed by having
parents that never treated ne and ny two sisters
any differently than ny three brothers. And in
nmy honet own, we've had the fortune of having
trail bl azer mayors |i ke Cathy Hunt, who was the
first woman el ected, and Patti MDonald, who is a
dear friend and served for 12 years as mayor.

So |'ve been lucky and bl essed in ny
life that |I've been surrounded by wonen who have
never shied away from achi evenent or reaching for
t he next star.

| think it's inmportant to pause and
t hi nk about the women who were exanpl es that
broke the barriers and allowed us to serve in
this chanber. But | think it's also inportant
that we think about the next step.

And while | know that we all speak
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to our daughters and our sisters about the fact
that they can do anything, it's incunbent on us
to make sure our sons know that difference as
wel |l . Because they will be the ones that treat a
wonman di fferently or say that you should not have
the job sinply because you' re a wonan.

So | submit to you that not only are
we exanples to our daughters, but we nust be a
good exanple to all of our sons to make sure that
t hey know that we are capable, we are bright, and
we do it with heart and with conpassion, and we
shoul d serve in every |level of governnment, every
| evel of business the sanme way that nen have had

t hose opportunities.

Thank you, M. President. | proudly
vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

As the father of two boys, that
resonates. | really appreciate you sharing that.

Now, Senator Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to support the resolution. |
want to thank our |eader for bringing this

f or war d
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| want to thank all of the wonen in
my life, because | would not be here today
wi t hout the | eadership, the perseverance, and the
vision of the wormen in ny life.

And | want to start with my wonan,
nmy wife, that has been putting up with nme for
35 years. |'ve known her for 39 years, and |
don't know why she puts up with ne. | just want
to thank her publicly for, you know, naking sure
that 1'ma better person.

When she first net nme, | was wearing
sweatshirts with holes in themand spots on them

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COMWRI E: And she's cl eaned
me a little bit better. [I'mstill not there yet,
in her eyes, but I'mtrying to get there. |I'm
trying to get there.

But with all due respect, you know,
wonen across our nation are |leading in every
sector of society, in every part of denocracy.
They are educators shaping the m nds of the next
generation, entrepreneurs buil ding econonic
opportunity, healthcare professionals protecting
the well-being of our famlies, and advocates

ensuring that every voice is heard.
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Their | eadership is not only visible
in positions of power but in the everyday work of
bui | di ng stronger conmunities and supporting one
anot her.

In my district | have been fortunate
to witness the inpact of wonmen who have dedi cat ed
their tine, talents and expertise to inproving
the lives of others, and for guiding ne
t hroughout ny life.

Whet her t hroughout comunity
organi zations, faith institutions, snmall business
or public service, wonen continue to play a
critical role in advanci ng opportunity and
creating pathways for future generations.

Wnen's Hi story Month is also a tine
to acknow edge that progress does not happen by
accident. The rights and opportunities many
enj oy today were secured through the courage and
determ nati on of wonen who chal |l enged i njustice,
dermanded fairness, and worked tirelessly to open
doors that have been | ong cl osed.

As we cel ebrate the achievenments of
wonen t hroughout history, we nust also remain
commtted to supporting policies and initiatives

t hat expand opportunity, strengthen health
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out cones, pronote econonmic nobility, and to
ensure that all wonmen and young wonen have the
resources they need to succeed.

The story of Wnen's History Month
is witten every day, and many of the wonen
shaping that story are right here in our
comunities, right here in our body.

|'ve said it in conference, |'ve
said it in public: Andrea Stewart-Cousins is the
strongest | eader that 1've ever worked with
t hroughout ny time in the state, throughout ny
time in the Gty Council, throughout ny time in
t he school board, throughout my tine in ny
Denocratic club. Andrea Stewart-Cousins stands
head above all. | just want to pay that respect
to her during Wonen's History Month.

Al the wonmen in this body have been
enl i ghtening, informng, and al so contributing
greatly to our society. But we also have to
remenber and realize that there are a | ot nore
attacks on wonen

Now nore than ever, we need to
conbat that and utilize our legislative authority
to help with donestic violence, to help with

di srespect of wonen, to make sure that wonen get
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equal pay, to nake sure that wonmen get respected
at a higher level. Because whatever's going on

in the world, the nunbers are not inproving but

are becom ng worse.

So we need to nmake sure that we're
doi ng everything we can to nake sure that the
extraordinary contributions of wonen, that their
i deas, that their passions are respected,
nurtured and honor ed.

And finally I just want to say happy
birthday to Shell ey Mayer tonorrow -- another
extraordi nary wonan in our body -- while | take
that noment to give her a happy birthday.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you for your
i ndul gence, M. President, and thank you for
allowing ne to speak.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Fer nandez.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Wbb, for that

wonder ful speech on Wonen's History Month. And

representing the Bronx, you nentioned Bronx Day
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in Albany. [It's Tuesday, March 10th, so mark
your cal endars.

But | amthe only woman Senat or
representing the Bronx, so | feel conpelled to
stand here and speak up for the wonen of the
Bronx and Westchester.

|"mvery fortunate that in ny
district there's majority wonen partners. 1In the
Sout heast Bronx of Parkchester and Castle Hill
Soundvi ew, the entire slate is wonen fromtop to
bottom all |evels of government are represented
by wonen. And that's the first time ever that's
happened in Bronx history.

The contributions of wonen in
New York State are nmonunental. And |I'm so proud
to say |I'ma woman from New York because we
started the wonen's suffrage novenent. W hel ped
| ead the way to nake sure that this country is
recogni zi ng and respecting and protecting wonen.

And | ask all of you as we continue
tolive this life, nake sure you do stand up and
speak up for your friend, your nother, your
si ster, your neighbor, your colleague. Because
we do make a difference. You know we nake t hat

di fference. But together we can make the
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ultimate difference.

So thank you for this resolution.
Thank you for New York, for being its great self
and setting the standard of wonmen in | eadership
and wonen in the roons and at the table.

And happy Wonen's History Mnth

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senator Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| also rise in support of this
resolution. | want to thank the sponsor.

You know, as the father of four
daughters, M. President, | know all too well
what it's like to grow up in a household
surrounded by wonen. People tell ne all the tine
that |'m outnunbered, and I remind themthat |
was out nunmbered when it was just Paula and |
And | have no illusions about where |I stand in
t he pecki ng order.

For anyone who has had a daughter
and has a daughter or a niece, you know very
qui ckly that when that daughter turns two or

three, they're running the household. There's no
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doubt about it, the strength that they have at a
young age. You can't say the same thing about
your sons. Well-neaning, they're doing very
well. But there's sonething about wonen as they
grow up and becone strong, independent wonen.

But yes, | want to echo sone of the
sentinents of sone of ny colleagues that we're
not there yet. W're certainly not there yet.
Wen we're still tal king about, in this chanber,
pay equity and equity in the workplace, when
we' re tal king about reproductive rights and the
rights of wonen to have and enjoy all of the sane
rights that we expect from anyone in society --
fol ks, we're not there.

But as the Reverend Martin Luther
King said, the arc of justice bends towards the
future, but it bends towards justice. And we
expect that it's going to actually get there
eventually if we continue to work in the sane
pl ace.

| am heartened by the sentinment in
this roomand by all of the consensus we have
here. Let's make that consensus policy as we
nove forward.

To Senat or Mayer, happy birthday.
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And to all of our coll eagues here, sonething to
celebrate this year. This nonth, wonderful that
we have a nonth. But let's renmenber it
t hroughout the year as we go forward and set
policy and prioritize the equity that we all talk
to -- workplace, pay equity, protecting wonmen
fromdonmestic violence, all of those policies
that should be front of mnd as we go forward and
do the good work we do here in this chanber.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much. | want to thank the sponsor of this
resol ution.

And | have to say | think |I've been
standing up for the 24 years |'ve been here,
rem ndi ng everyone that whenever we do
resol utions in honor of Wownen's Mnth or
somet hi ng specific for wonen, | personally
bel i eve every day is Wnen's Day. W deserve
equal rights and respect every day, 365 days a
year. And | think we are noving cl oser and
closer to that.

But | nust rem nd everyone when the
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presi dent of the United States took office not
that | ong ago, one of the first acts he did was
require that the word "wonen" be struck from al
federal websites. Wnen, the word "wonen" be
struck from federal websites.

There are a bunch of other words he
al so required be struck, but since we're talking
about wonen today ...

So have no illusions, we aren't
t here yet.

And on behal f of Leroy's wife, who I
have not had the privilege to neet, it nmade ne

realize | wanted to stand up and say, as a wonan

who's al so been married 36 years -- and many of
us have, raise your hands -- you nen are a pain
in the ass.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUECGER: So it's wonderful
that there are so many of us who will put up with
you that | ong.

So | just thought I'd share
publicly. Thank you so much

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Wow.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Timng is
certainly sonething that wonen possess. They
possess the ability to give life. Wichis --
sonetinmes | don't know if we understand the
actual gravity of what that nmeans. | don't think
that anyone in this roomwould be here if not for
a woman. | don't think that we understand the
dept hs of that statenent.

So to the wonen in this room thank
you for doing things that we can't do as nen,
many things that we can't do as nmen. But for
giving and preserving life -- life as we know it
and life as we need it to be.

Est eemed hi p-hop artist Nasir Jones
said in his song "Daughters": "For ny brothers
wi th daughters, | call this. Not saying that our
sons are less inportant.”

| started out ny career as a
father -- the best job I'Il ever have -- with two
daughters, G ada and Carina. And they run the
show, M. President. Not only do they run the
show, they have shown nme what life -- com ng back
tolife, what life actually neans. And if not

for ny amazing wife G anara, we don't get to have
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two daughters.

Now, me and ny son Julian, you know,
it's a three-on-two fast break every day. W're
|l osing every time. W know our role in the
house. Sonetines it's four on one, frankly,
when, you know, they -- you know.

But | ameternally grateful and
honored to be a girl dad. And I know, fellas,
sonmetimes you try to take me out of the girl dad
club because | have a son. It doesn't work |ike
that. 1'mgirl dad eneritus.

But | don't think that we truly
understand the gravity of what wonen do and what
they mean to our society until we don't have them
around.

Senat or Fernandez nentioned
correctly that she's the only femal e Senator from
the Bronx. But outside of the building | wear a
different hat as the chair of the Bronx party,
bei ng m ndful of my nonenclature on the floor of
the Senate. And we have hel ped nore wonen
advance to the judiciary than ever before. And
this is nmaking sure that wonmen bel ong every and
anywhere that a nman bel ongs.

So to Senator Wbb, thank you for
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this resolution. Thank you for your | eadership
on the Wonen's | ssues Cormittee. Happy Birthday
to Shelley Mayer. You' ve got to make sure you
shout out Shell ey.

But 1'lIl end with this,
M. President. M birthday is August 26th -- and
"' m not saying this because | want anything from
you. But | amtelling you that I was born on
Wnen's Equality Day. And so it is nmy job to
make sure that my birthday -- even though |I don't
get a cake --

SENATOR PERSAUD: Oh, Lord.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Roxi e, you can
give ne a cake.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Even t hough
don't get a cake, that we make sure that we cut a
cake in celebration for everything that wonen do,
that they've done, and that they will do. My
you continue to be strong and bl essed and
i ncredi bl e.

Happy Wonen's History Month.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Bail ey.
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Senat or Li u.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Lea Webb for
this resol ution.

Happy Birthday, Shelly.

And bl ess you, Marcia Conrie.

Thank you.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Chan.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to give thanks to our
Senat or Webb for this resol ution.

And | just want to bring a little
ordinary life into the Senate floor. | want to
gi ve a special shout-out to ny wife and nmy two
daughters. | ama girl dad.

| may be a Senator here; in the
police departnment in the past | mght have been a
supervi sor and told nmen and wonen what to do.

But | just want to |l et everybody know that at
home, I'mjust the guy that takes out the garbage
and fixes the | eaky faucets.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR CHAN: And to ny daughters,
|"mjust the guy that works their bake sales in
school and drives themto school every day.

And, you know, ny district is ful
of wonen, Asians, Chinese fromChina. And | want
to give them speci al acknow edgnment because many
of them have endured nmany decades of the
repression of the China government, who they were
forced to have abortions, they were told that
they can't be nons, and they suffered this
repression. And | want to acknow edge them for
maki ng a sacrifice so overwhel m ng.

So | absolutely support this
resolution and I encourage ny coll eagues to do
t he sane.

Thank you very much

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Mattera.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, | just want to thank
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins and Senator Wbb
for this very, very inportant Wonen's Mont h.

It's just so inmportant to ne.

You know, |1'd just like to first,
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you know, thank my nother, which | have to thank
sonebody that is just so inportant in ny life.
My nom she's down -- yes, she's down in Naples,
Florida. But | always say this. | look like ny
father, may he rest in peace, but | amny nother.

Yes, she's a Leo like nyself. W're
very, very strong. And she's definitely w sdom
to me over the years.

And | | ove wonen in politics.
think it's very, very inportant. And | want to
thank all the wonmen that are in this great
chanber for all your hard work

To nmy beautiful sister Mary, that is
a single nom and what she has done, what she has
acconplished in life. She's an amazi ng wonan.
What she has done to raise ny nephew. And she's
a business -- she's a businesswoman. She is a
t ough woman, boy. Beautiful, tough, stands up
for herself. And | really don't even -- she's on
steroids conpared to ne, ny sister Mary.

My beautiful daughters. Like with
Senator Martins, we have -- we have it tough. W
have, you know, the daughters, and they have
their little clique. M beautiful wife Terry and

the girls. Even ny dogs are femal e, ny gol den
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retrievers.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MATTERA: But all | can say
is this. M daughters are doi ng unbelievabl e,
because they're a product of our environnent.

And |I'mvery, very proud of them what direction
they're taking right nowin their lives. Yes, |

do say ny daughter Jessica, she's 27, maybe she's
going on 18. And ny daughter Jaynme, 23, |'lI

say, you know, 16.

But you know what, they're amazing.
They' re amazi ng young wonen. Respectful. And
|"m so proud of that.

And to ny beautiful wife Terry, ny
worst critic. Every time | get up and speak,
even at hone, she's like this (gesturing at
throat), she cuts nme off. But |I've got to tel
you, sonebody that went through something in life
with a nmedical situation, she -- she kept on
strong. It's amazing. Yeah, wonen give birth,
we know that men can't. But she can do
everyt hi ng possi bl e.

But 1'"'mgoing to tell you, she's
just an anmazing person. At home, when |I'm not

home, she holds down the fort. She's at

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1135

Enterprise Car Rental for 33 years, she's
operations manager, facilities manager, opens up
every office. Dealing with construction workers,
and straightens themright out. Because you
know, why? Because she's tough. She's tough and
she knows when she's right. And she doesn't put
up with anyt hing.

So | amjust so proud of this --
this bill, and I am so proud, M. President, to
be voting yes.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

The question is on the resolution.

Al'l those in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

t he sponsors of today's resolutions would like to
open them up for cosponsorship.

THE PRESI DENT: The resol utions are
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open for cosponsorship. Should you choose not to
be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
155, Senate Print 8830, by Senator Cleare, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 155, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Lanza, Oberacker, Ott, Stec
and Wal czyk. Also Senator O Mara.

(Pause.)

THE SECRETARY: So inrelation to

Cal endar 155, voting in the negative are
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Senators Borrello, Lanza, Mattera, Oberacker,
O Mara, Ott, Stec and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 8.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
162, Senate Print 3569, by Senator Cleare, an act
to anend the Public Housing Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 162, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 21.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
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177, Senate Print 3665, by Senator H nchey, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
214, Senate Print 1783B, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
246, Senate Print 2261, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
256, Senate Print 678A, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
268, Senate Print 115A, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1140

section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 268, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @&llivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 17.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
276, Assenbly Bill 6338, by Assenbl ynenber
Wal ker, an act to anmend the Executive Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
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results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
279, Senate Print 29, by Senator Harckham an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
295, Senate Print 51, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
303, Senate Print 1225, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
322, Senate Print 2555, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
367, Senate Print 1285A, by Senator Persaud, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
376, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8515A, by
Assenbl ynenber Kassay, an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
406, Senate Print 4591A by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
428, Senate Print 933, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
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act to anmend the State Technol ogy Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he controversial cal endar now.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
214, Senate Print 1783B, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello,
why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
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in the spirit of Wwnen's Hi story Month, would the
sponsor yield for questions?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Il wll vyield,

M. President.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President. Through you, M. President.

So can you please explain to ne, in
subdi vision 13, what is the purpose of this
particul ar | anguage? "The fiscal inpact of being
conpliant with any governnental, regulatory or
envi ronnment al requirenent shall not be borne by
I i quefied petrol eumgas consuners and shall not
be added to the bills rendered by a conpany
selling liquefied petrol eum gas, provided,
however, that the subdivision shall not limt the
per-gallon price charged by sellers or prohibit
coll ection of any tax allowable under state | aw. "

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Thank you, Senator Borrello, for
t he questi on.
Taking a step back on this bill, the

whole bill is to help drive down costs for
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consumers and for our constituents.

We hear a | ot about affordability
when we're out in our conmunities. This bill
actually came when | was knocking on doors in ny
comunities, checking on ny constituents, and
t hey had conpl ai ned very clearly about a nunber
of fees that were being put upon them by their
petrol eum conpany that were, quite frankly,

i nappropriate for our custoners -- for their
customers and for our constituents.

And so this is actually | owering
costs for themand for customers. And for that
subdivision C, it's really conpliance costs.

Fossil fuels -- as you know and as
we' ve talked a ot about in this chanber, but as
we know from science -- have driven up costs for
everyone who lives in our comunities. Fossi
fuel conpanies are creating |ots of damage. And
so these are conpliance costs that should be
borne by the conpany, not by the -- our
constituents and consuners thensel ves.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
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SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Vell, it says
governnmental and regul atory or environnent al
requi renents. But isn't this really essentially
a tax, and we don't want themto tell the
consuners that they're paying a tax to the
government which is actually added to the costs
that we're trying to drive down?

(Pause.)

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. To clarify, taxes are still able
to be passed on. These are regulatory fees.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR BORRELLO Vwell, | nean,
where | come from-- because |'ve al so spoken to

my constituents, many of which use, you know,

propane as well as other bottled gases. But, you

know, | nmean, a fee is a tax, right? The

government is inmposing it.
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So you can call it what you want,
but at the end of the day we're telling themthat
this is a fee being charged by the governnent
which is going to actually increase the cost of
propane, is it not?

(Pause.)

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. The bill says that these cannot
be passed on to the custoner. So no matter what
happens, this bill is actually keeping rates

| ower for our constituents.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR BORRELLO So, you know,
this bill is about transparency, right? So

therefore, in the spirit of transparency, would

t hese conpanies be allowed to line-itemthe costs
of conplying with the CLCPA and these ot her

requi renents on the bill, so people understand
clearly how nuch is going to the gas conpany and

how much is actually going to the governnent?
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(Pause.)

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Twofold. One, these would not be
borne by the consuner and by their custoners, so
" m confused as to why we would be |ining that
out on the consumer's bill.

But in practice today, these
conpani es are driving up costs based on their
bei ng fossil fuel conpanies and by the chall enges
that they've had generally to our environnent.
Those are not being lined out today either.

But again, this is for what
custoners would pay. This has nothing to do
wWith -- this is not passing on costs to them at
all.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So obvi ously
they have the right to raise their price. So if
they want to raise the price to conpensate for

that, are you suggesting sonme kind of price
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control ?

How are you going to prevent them
fromincreasing the price of that product so as
to not offset those additional governnent costs
and taxes that are being | guess burdened on the
conpany?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. W don't believe that the
custoners and our constituents should have to pay
the cost that fossil fuel conpanies have already
done to our planet and continue to do.

These conpanies may be able to find
ot her ways to offset sone of their costs. That
is sonething that | know our businesses are
| ooking to do all the time. But this is -- |
don't believe that they should -- our custoners
and our -- their custonmers and our constituents
shoul d be payi ng that cost.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Well, there's a
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ot of costs that | think all of us would wi sh we
weren't going to have to pay. | don't I|ike
paying tolls when | have to drive on the road

t hat was supposed to be paid for 50 years ago.

But these things happen, right, because the
government really never lives up to these
conmi t ment s.

So with that being said, | don't
understand how we're going to prevent them from
passing that cost along. And is there going to
be sone kind of an audit? Are we going to put in
price controls, like | said before?

| nmean, keep in mnd that when the
government inposes a tax or a fee, all the
conpanies will be paying it. Therefore,
essentially there's no conpetition. Right?
They're going to have to pay nore -- everybody's
going to have to pay nore. Therefore, they can
all raise their prices to offset that.

|''mnot sure how we will contro
that cost from being passed on to consuners.

Unl ess we're going to institute price controls.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,

M. President, Ag and Markets is responsible for

i mpl enenting this, and so they will be working
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with the conpanies to determ ne the execution.
SENATOR BORRELLO Last question,
M. President, through you, if the sponsor woul d
yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR BORRELLO Wuld this
| egi sl ation, then, enable price controls as one
way to try to control that cost?
SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,
M. President, this does not regulate comodity
prices in any way.
SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,

on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrell o on

the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Thank you, Senator Hi nchey.

So | ook, folks, we're hearing tine
after tinme after tinme that nothing that we're
doing here is actually going to increase the cost
of energy to our consunmers. None of the CLCPA,

none of the mandates, none of the additional
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taxes. Don't worry, folks, it's not going to
rai se your bill

But then every New Yorker opens
their bills and they're seeing higher prices --
for everything. Electricity, gas, propane, you
name it, prices are going up. Coincidentally, in
the sane tinme that we passed the CLCPA. And we
told people this wasn't going to inpact your
bill.

So what you're basically saying is
don't believe your eyes, folks, believe us.
We're not going to raise your costs. There's
sonmet hing el se that's happening. Just
coincidental it happened to be at the sane tine

as the CLCPA and trying to inplenent this very,

very costly, | guess game-changing tax and -- tax
and spend.

| know you want to call it
cap-and-invest. [It's not cap-and-invest, it's

cap and tax. Because at the end of the day we
all pay that. W all pay the cost of this
really, | guess, nonsensical climate bill that in
the end is driving nore businesses and peopl e out
of New York State.

But when it comes to propane in
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particul ar, these are people that have no ot her
choice. They don't have natural gas
i nfrastructure nearby, typically why you have
propane. |In sonme cases they live in renote areas
where it's difficult -- sonetinmes inpossible --
to deliver that propane. Only at certain tines
of the year, so they have to nake sure that they
buy a large quantity of it, a big tank.

And we're telling people that we're
going to just tell those conpanies, Don't pass
t he cost al ong, even though we're burdening every
single conpany with the same tax, the sane
conpliance cost, and we're expecting they're just
going to absorb it. That they're going to
continue to deliver a service and nake sure that
t he governnent is getting the biggest piece of
t he pie.

Because that's what this is really
all about. This is about governnent being the
bi ggest profiteer in the energy game, with taxes
like this.

Now, you can nake all the argunents
you want, but people are smart here in New York
State. They're opening their electric bills,

they' re opening their gas bills, they' re | ooking
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at what it's costing themto just get to work for
the day or keep their house warm

And sone people, |ike the very poor
people that live in districts like | represent,
are choosi ng between food and nedi ci ne and
keeping the lights on. And we've done nothing
here to make sure that doesn't happen, except
saying, Don't worry, folks, we're saving the
pl anet here, you're going to have to help pick up
t he tab.

So I'll be voting no on this.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hel m ng,
why do you rise?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, on
the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Hel m ng,
did you say?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

M. President, if the sponsor wll
yield for a quick question.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.
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THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Hi nchey,
is there anything in this bill |anguage that
would Iimt how rmuch New York State governnment
can pass on to these small businesses? Taxes,
fees, mandated costs, et cetera.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. This bill is very sinple in being
transparent and limting the fees that these
conmpani es can pass on to custoners. That's the
extent of this bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. So on the bill

|"'ma propane custoner. | have been
a long time, probably nore than 25 years. | live
in the country. It's the only option | have to
heat ny home. | support nore transparency in
billing, whether it's with propane conpani es or
any ot her conpany.

But | think what is wong with this
bill in particular is that the governnment is
saying to these small businesses that so many of
us rely on to be able to live in our honmes: W
can charge you what ever the heck we want in new

costs and fees and nmandates, but you cannot pass
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that on to your consuners.

How do these small businesses exist?
Are we saying we don't want small businesses to
be able to nmake noney?

Look, I don't want any new costs, |
don't want any new fees. But to nme, what | want
is New York State to stop jammi ng through al
t hese costly mandates that tinme after tinme and
report after report shows that are jacking up our
costs to heat our hones, to fill our tanks at the
gas punps.

M. President, I will be voting no
on this |egislation.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Marti ns,
why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Martins on
the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: You know, a great
Anmerican statesman once said that taxes on
corporations are just a sneaky way for
politicians to hide costs.

Cor porations don't pay taxes,

M. President, people pay taxes. And so when you
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have a conpany |like a conpany that sells propane,
they sell propane. And if you add additi onal
costs to that conpany, they have to increase the
cost of the propane in order to actually pay

t hose costs.

When policies are passed in this
chanber that make those costs higher, the only
thing they can do to pay those costs,

M. President, is to increase the cost of their
product -- in this case, propane and what people
use to heat their honmes across this state.

So it's a sinple equation. Unless
by sone miracle the | aws of econom cs don't work
in New York, M. President -- or maybe not in
t his chanber, where we can just say they're not
going to pass it on to their custoners. But
that's not the way it works in the real world.

When policies are passed in this
chanber and those policies | ead to increased
costs, be it propane or any other product, it
gets passed on to our constituents. And we've
all heard fromour constituents that the cost of
energy, heating their homes, electricity across
the board is spiking and they are -- they're

finding it hard to pay those costs.
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So to conme in here and just say
because we say they can't pass it on, that
sonehow the | aws of economics don't work is
absurd.

When you tax a corporation, they
pass it on to the consuner. Wen you put
addi tional costs on energy providers, whatever
energy it is, they pass those costs on to the
consumer as wel | .

Qur constituents have told each and
every one of us that they are paying nore than
t hey can afford.

| vote no.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
rest or ed.

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hi nchey to
expl ain your vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

I"d like to start by saying | too am
a propane custonmer, and | live in the woods. W
have a thousand-gall on tank because it's hard to
get there, and if there's a snowstormyou can't
get there, actually, to deliver the fuel. So
this is the world that I'mliving in too.

But I want to be really clear,
because it sounds |like a lot of ny coll eagues are
ei ther saying that they do not believe in the
climate crisis or they do not care that people
and conpani es that have perpetuated the climte
crisis over decades should bear any costs for
that responsibility.

But the main point about this bill
is that it actually |owers the cost for our

constituents and for those custoners.
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For exanple, a previous fee that was
able to be put upon the custoner was a fee for
liquid petroleum gas that was not actually
delivered. The custoner had to pay for that.

The customer had to pay for a fee
that was not disclosed in the contract related to
a termnation of that service. The custoner had
to pay for that.

The custonmer had to pay for a
speci al usage fee if they didn't use enough
petroleumto get a return on the investnment for
the customer. The custonmer had to pay an
additional fee for that.

The custoner al so had to pay for the
term nation of service if they didn't want it.
They woul d have to pay for keeping the tank on
their property even when they did term nate the
servi ce because the conmpany didn't want to cone
and pick it up. They had to pay basically a
rental fee for that.

This bill is making sure that we are
| owering the bills that we hear are skyrocketing
all the tinme. This is actually an affordability
nmeasure. It is lowering those bills at a tine

when we al so know that renewabl e energy is
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cheaper than fossil fuels. W are shifting in
t hat direction because we care about our
constituents and it's what our constituents want.

So | thank ny coll eagues for voting
for this bill. | encourage ny other coll eagues
to | ook around themand talk to their
constituents about the inpacts that are happeni ng
across not just our state but across our country.

And | proudly vote aye. Thank you
very rmuch

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hi nchey
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 214, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 22.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
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further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, March 9th, at 3:00 p.m,
with the intervening days being | egislative days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Monday, March 9th,
at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

12: 33 p. m)
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