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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Everyone pl ease rise and recite the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: I n the absence of
clergy, let us bow our heads in a nonent of
silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 3, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, Mrch 2,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Good afternoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's begin by
recogni zi ng Senator Mayer for an introduction.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

It truly is my honor to introduce a
nunber of guests who are here fromthe New York
Al liance for Early Coll ege Pat hways, which is a
statewi de cross-sector coalition focused on
expandi ng high-quality early college
opportunities for New York's high schoo
students, sonething we are working hard to
enhance.

Visiting the Capitol today are
col | ege students who are alumi of high schoo
early coll ege prograns. W had Buffalo and

New York City, but our Buffalo person had to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1058

| eave.

So | am pl eased to recogni ze those
that are here to | earn about our governnent, to
get to neet nenbers of the Legislature and tel
their stories about how early college really
enhanced their lives and allowed themto be very
successful in their college careers.

The group is |l ed by Al exandra
W cox, deputy director of New York Alliance for
Early Col | ege Pat hways, and C ai re Byrnes,
proj ect operations manager.

And | ask that you recogni ze these
students, distinguished students who are here
| earni ng about how gover nnent works and about the
val ue of early college and sharing the nessage to
our colleagues in the Legislature.

So I wish you would offer them al
the cordialities of the house, and thank you for
recogni zi ng them

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Mayer.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up, let's
recogni ze Senator Zellner -- Senator Jereny
Zel I ner --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: -- for another
i ntroducti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Zel | ner.

SENATCOR ZELLNER: M. President, |
rise today with i mense pride to recogni ze the
brave nen of the Buffal o Professional
Firefighters Union Local 282: President
John Oto, Vice President Tinothy Mx,
Treasurer R ck Panow cz, and
Trustees M chael Pasquale and Qtis Stephens.

Before we go any further, | want to
take a noment to honor a hero, fallen Buffalo
Firefighter Jason Arno.

Jason was a proud nenber of
Local 282 who gave his life in the line of duty
three years ago this week. He served the City of
Buffalo without hesitation. He ran toward danger
to protect us all, and he made the ultimte

sacrifice.
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May he rest in peace, and nay we
honor himnot just in words, but in how we
support all who serve.

And today we renenber every
firefighter who has paid the ultimate price in
service to their community.

To the Buffal o Professional
Firefighters, we applaud you. You serve nore
than a quarter of a mllion people across
42 square nmles of our great city. You don't
wait for danger to pass; you run towards it. You
answer every alarmw th courage, skill and
det erm nation

You represent over 700 nen and woren
who live this mssion every single day to provide
t he highest-quality fire, EMS and specialized
servi ces through | eadership, action, and
part nershi p.

This is not just your mission, it is
a prom se, and you keep it every time you step in
the line of duty.

To Buffal o's bravest, thank you for
what you do, for who you are, and for the
sacrifices you make to keep our famlies, our

nei ghbor hoods and our city safe.
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And | et us honor your courage not
only with words, but by supporting you, backing
you, and ensuring every firefighter has the
resources and respect they deserve.

M. President, please join ne in
wel coming the Buffalo Firefighters.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
want to recogni ze that we have nunerous nenbers
who wanted to recogni ze the firefighters,

i ncluding Senator Gallivan and others, but the
house rules only allow one nenber to speak on an
introduction, and that was Senator Zell ner.

So the firefighters should know t hey
have a | ot of fans here in the chanber.

Now | et's nove on to previously
adopt ed Resol ution 1489, by Senator Sepul veda.

Pl ease read that resolution's title and recogni ze

Senat or Sepul veda.
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THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1489, by
Senat or Sepul veda, comrenorating the
182nd Anni versary of the |Independence of the
Dom ni can Republic, to be cel ebrated on
February 27, 2026.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Sepul veda.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing ne to present this
resol ution.

|"mgoing to begin in Spanish, for
the first time in the history of this Senate
chanber, and then translate into English.

(I'n Spani sh.)

Dear col | eagues, distingui shed
guests, nenbers of the Dom nican comunity in
New York. Today we not only comrenorate a date;
today we celebrate a people. W celebrate
resilience, dignity, and an unwavering faith in
freedom

One hundred ei ghty-two years ago,
under the | eadership of Juan Pablo Duarte, the
Dom ni can Republic was born -- a nation founded

on principles, sustained by sacrifice, and gui ded
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by the rule of |aw

Duart e under st ood sonet hing very
prof ound: Sovereignty is not unlimted power.
It is a constitutional responsibility.

And as Foreign Mnister Roberto
Al varez has stated: "Sovereignty is not
protected by rejecting international commtnents,
but by negotiating clarity, reciprocity,
constitutional conpatibility, and preservation of
i nt ernal decision-nmaki ng power."

And with historical clarity: "Wen
a state assunes treaty obligations, it does not
abdi cate its sovereignty; it exercises it."

This vision is not rhetoric. It is
reflected in results.

In 2024, the Dom ni can econony grew
by approximtely 5 percent, positioning itself
anong the nost dynamic in the Wstern Hem sphere.
Foreign direct investnent exceeded $5 billion.

Touri smreceived nore than 10
mllion visitors, consolidating the country as a
regional |eader. Free trade zones continue to
expand exports and enpl oynent. And
remttances -- sent largely from New York --

reached approximately $10.75 billion.
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By 2025, total projected foreign
exchange earni ngs exceed $46 billion.

Now, that's no coincidence. That's
institutional stability. That's macroeconom c
di scipline. That's confidence in the rule of
I aw.

And behi nd every nunber are human
stories: The worker in the Bronx who sends
support to Santiago, to La Ranmpbna, to
Trini dad Sanchez. The young prof essi onal
building a future in two countries w thout giving
up either.

Here lives the | argest Dom nican
comunity outside the country. The diaspora
doesn't weaken sovereignty. If anything, it
anplifies it. It honors it.

Today we celebrate a |iving
i ndependence, a denocracy that produces results,
a nation that cooperates without losing its
identity.

As part of this comrenoration and
recogni tion, we have the honor of presenting a
Resol ution of | ndependence to the Consul GCeneral
of the Dom nican Republic in New York, the

Honor abl e JeslUs Vasquez Martinez.
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Vasquez Martinez is a prom nent
Domi ni can political |eader and public servant
wi th extensive experience in public
adm ni stration and di pl omatic representation.

He began his career as a health
i nspector in the nmunicipality of Sanchez,
Samand Province, and at the age of 24 was
appoi nted the youngest civil governor in the
Dom ni can Republic, for the province of Maria
Trini dad Sanchez.

Bet ween 1985 and 1986, he served as
Consul General of the Dom nican Republic in
Car acas, Venezuel a.

From 1994 to 2010, he served as a
senator for Maria Trinidad Sanchez Province in
t he Senate of the Dom ni can Republic, an
institution he also was president for, for 2003
to 2004. And during his time in Congress, | know
t hat he chanpi oned significant |egislative
refornms and | ed comm ttees.

In 2024 he was appoi nted
Consul General of the Dom nican Republic in
New York, a position that he currently hol ds.

Today we cel ebrate the cul tural

richness that the Dom nican community brings to
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our city, as well as the enduring independence
that has defined us since their historic day of
February 27, 1844.

| want to express ny sincere
gratitude to everyone present and, in a very
speci al way, to Consul General Jesus Vasquez
Martinez for his conmtnent and dedication, and
his wife, Deonicia Marte; as well as to those who
are acconpanyi ng himtoday, particularly the
del egation conprised of Leonel Tangui,
Lui s Rodriguez, and Jairo Diaz.

Long live the Dom ni can Republi c!
Long live the Dom ni can conmunity in New York
And may the friendship between our two hones
al ways endur e!

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Sepul veda.

Senat or Jackson.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in support of Senate
Resol ution J1489, whi ch acknow edges
Dom ni can heritage and comenorates the

182nd Anni versary of an independent
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Dom ni can state.

| have the privilege of representing
the 31st Senatorial District, home to New York's
| ar gest Dom ni can popul ati on, spanning
Nort hern Manhattan and portions of the Bronx.
The "Qui squeyanos” who call this district hone
are not just constituents, they are ny long-tine
nei ghbors, who have al ways enbraced ne with a
prof ound | ove and respect, underscoring our
mut ual solidarity and commtnent to unity.

Domi nican history is rich with
remar kabl e figures who shaped the destiny of
their nation. Fromthe founders of the
Domi ni can Republic to the nany heroes who
struggl ed for freedom and justice, names such as
Gregori o Luperoén, Sal omé Urefia, Maxi nb Gonez,
Ercilia Pepin, the Mrabal Sisters, Mnolo
Tavarez Justo, José Francisco Peifla Gonmez, and
Manma Ti ngé stand as enduring synbols of courage,
resilience, and unwavering determ nation. Their
| egacy continues to inspire generations to pursue
dignity, liberty, and pride.

Yet anong the remarkabl e nanes that
adorn the annals of history, let us also uplift

t he everyday heroes who grace our streets and
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conmuni ties and have contributed so nmuch to our
society in New York

Dom ni can New Yor kers strengt hen our
state every single day as entrepreneurs, workers,
street vendors, parents, students and public
servants. Their presence shapes our
nei ghbor hoods, strengthens our econony, and
enriches the cultural life of our state.

But that spirit is also present
within my own office, where half of ny staff
proudly trace their roots to the
Dom ni can Republic. Each carries forward a
tradition of perseverance, dignity, and
dedi cation that reflects the very best of the
Domi nican spirit.

Progress is built not only by
historic figures, but by everyday people who
refuse to surrender their hope, their voice, or
their conmtnment to community. They teach us
that in the face of adversity, the strength of
community and the resilience of the human spirit
will always prevail.

As sonmeone who was nade an honorary
citizen of Haina in 2010, and as an ally,

nei ghbor, friend and representative, | have the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1069

privilege of witnessing that spirit every single
day.

So today, as we conmenorate the
182nd Anni versary of Dom ni can | ndependence, |
proudly rise in support of this resolution -- and
wel com ng Consul General JeslUs Antoni o Vasquez
Martinez -- honoring the enduring contributions
of Domi ni can New Yorkers in District 31 and
across the great State of New York

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Jackson.

Senat or Weber .

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Sepul veda
for bringing this annual resolution forward
recogni zing this year as the 182nd Anni versary of
t he i ndependence of the Dom ni can Republi c.

Now, M. President, | have actua
ties to the Dom nican Republic, both politically
and personally. And you nay say how does a guy
Iike nme have ties to the Dom nican Republic. But
while | was a teenager, ny father married -- got

remarried and married a woman from Bani. So |
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was able to visit the island of the
Dom ni can Republic many tines through ny teen
years and into ny adult life as well.

And it was a wonderful experience to
| earn the culture and the -- everything that was
great about the island.

| al so have a stepbrother who is
Dominican, too. He's also a police officer in
the 41st Precinct in the Bronx.

So great nenories of visiting the
i sland and great experiences throughout ny life.

Now, politically, | represent the
Town of Haverstraw. And in the Town of
Haverstraw we have a very | arge Dom ni can
comunity, including in the Village of
Haverstraw, where | think 70 percent or nore of
the residents of the Village of Haverstraw are
Dom ni cans or of Dom ni can descent.

So we have so nmuch -- such a big
vi brant Dom ni can community in ny district. And
people |ike Johnny Ortiz, who was the first Town
of Haverstraw council man that was Dom nican. W
have West Haverstraw Trustees Ranon Lopez and
Joel Santana. W have C erk Raquel Ventura. W

have Judges Roselina D Annucci and |Ivonne Santos.
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So we have a great, vibrant
Domi ni can comunity, great nmenbers of the
political persuasion within that village and in
that town as well.

So |'"m happy to be a part of this
recognition. W had a flag-raising cerenony in
the Village of Haverstraw | ast Friday. W went
back to the Quisqueya Sports Club to have a very
cold Presidente beer. And it was a great night
for all of us to be there.

So thank you again,

Senat or Sepul veda, for this resolution.

M. President, | proudly vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Weber .

Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you again to Senator Sepul veda
for introducing this very inportant resolution.

When we speak about the Domi nican
di aspora -- Senator Wber speaks of it, but we
shoul d | ook no further than our -- those doors of
our chanber {indicating}, where the Secretary of

the Senate, Ms. Al ejandra Paulino, a proud wonan
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of Dom ni can descent, runs the show here.

And so you need | ook no further than
Al e about the aspect and the inpact of the
Domi ni can comunity.

| also proudly represent the Bronx
and the Gty of Mount Vernon. But as
Senat or Sepul veda al l uded to, the
Domi ni can population is the largest in the
Bronx outside of the Dom nican Republic. The
fastest-growi ng population in the City of
New Yor k, and one where we have so nany different
her oes and heroi nes and | eaders.

And so | just want to thank the
Dom ni can comunity for continuing to uplift
t hensel ves but uplift all of us.

There is a phrase that my Dom ni can

friends -- which they say de o ne {ph}, "you

are nore or less loosely translated to
"you're one of us." And they have bestowed that
honor upon many of us, but it's due to the hard
work that we put in and the efforts of
collegiality that they put in towards us.

So they're making this country truly

great. They continue to inpact the |ives of

every New Yorker. And | say -- | renenber this,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1073

Senat or Sepul veda and all of ny friends -- Dios,
Patria, Libertad.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or Fernandez. Senat or
Fer nandez.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Oh. Hi.
Qé lo que, M. President. Thank you for giving
nme the opportunity to speak on this resol ution.

And t hank you so nuch, Senator, for
introducing it and giving a rightful place in our
state history to comenorate this day of
i ndependence and heritage of the Dom nican
comunity.

| too am proud to represent a
beauti ful population in the East Bronx. And we
see all over this state and this country the
amazi ng contributions they have in food, in
talent, in culture, in dance. And it is truly
one of our nost proudest conmunities in this
st at e.

So thank you so nuch for giving us
t he opportunity and the Dom ni can opportunity to

shine in New York
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Once again, | proudly vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise to be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resol ution was
adopted on January 28t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Sepul veda would Iike to open that
resol ution for cosponsorshi p.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
open for cosponsorship. Should you choose not to
be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
117, Senate Print 3590A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
300, Senate Print 5852, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 300, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Martins, Mttera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wei k. Also Senator Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
301, Senate Print 8334A, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 301, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gallivan, Giffo, Mttera, Cberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Wl czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 13.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
306, Senate Print 8853, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Wik to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,
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M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.
If | asked everyone in this roomto
take an aspirin today, | guarantee you several

peopl e woul d have to decline based on the

interaction with current nedicine or their health

condition -- because there is no such thing as
"one size fits all" nedicine.

Medicine is as personal as it gets.
It should be discussed between a doctor and an
i ndi vi dual or parents and their doctors.

Mandat ory medi ci ne assunes one size fits all,
whi ch doesn't exist.

Gover nnent can suggest or recommend;
that's all. | do not support nandatory mnedici ne
because, as we can see, it just doesn't fit.

| don't support this bill, and I
vote no and | encourage ny coll eagues to
recogni ze this truth and vote accordingly.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Weik will
be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

| proudly rise to support this bill,
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which is really to ensure that the current and
| ong- st andi ng vacci nation requirenments for
children entering school are in sync with science
and are not driven by politics.

This requires the commi ssioner of
Health to create recomrendati ons based on the
recommendat i ons of the American Acadeny of
Pedi atrics, the American Acadeny of Famly
Physi ci ans, the American Coll ege of Cbstetricians
and Gynecol ogi sts, the American Col | ege of
Physi ci ans, the Advisory Comrittee on
| muni zation Practices -- which I would point out
has been greatly nodified and changed and becone
political under Secretary Kennedy. But they're
listed in there.

And this gives the Departnent of
Health the ability to ensure that New York State
does the right thing by our kids and provides
that the mandatory vaccines that are generally
required of all schoolchildren are in line with
sci ence.

| am very proud that our conference
has this group of bills today that reflect our
commitment to a scientifically based inmuni zation

schedul e.
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And | would point out the other part
of this bill deals with infant inmunization,
whi ch of course is up to the parent already and
is not required.

So that again defers to
sci ence-based, very legitimte organi zati ons and
does not excl ude anyone in naking the Departnent
of Health the determ nant of what is best for
New Yor k's chil dren.

| feel quite confident that we are
doing the right thing by New York's infants and
school children, and | urge ny coll eagues to vote
yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mayer wil |l
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 306, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Senator Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1080

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
309, Senate Print 610A, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: Oh, Senat or
St avi sky to explain your vote.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President, real quick.

This legislation sinply broadens the
scope for the healthcare providers so that nore
peopl e can adm ni ster the vacci ne under very
significant supervision

| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or St avi sky
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
311, Senate Print 5340B, by Senator Stavisky,
an act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 311, voting in the negative are
Senators Gallivan, Giffo, Lanza, Martinez, Ott,
Pal unbo, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 8.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
313, Senate Print 5706A, by Senator Skoufis,
an act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 313, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,

Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
314, Senate Print 7025B, by Senator Cooney,
an act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 314, voting in the negative:
Senator Martinez.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
315, Senate Print 8496C, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 315, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Muirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk and Weber.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
317, Senate Print 3071A, by Senator Sanders, an
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act to anend the Educati on Law.

secti on.

act shall

results.

t ake effect

THE PRESI DENT:

THE SECRETARY:

THE PRESI DENT:

Read t he | ast

Section 2. This

i mredi ately.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT:

THE SECRETARY:
THE PRESI DENT:
THE SECRETARY:

Announce t he

Ayes, 60.

The bill is passed.

Cal endar Nunber

320, Senate Print 3189, by Senator Persaud, an

act to anend the Soci al

secti on.

act shall

results.

t ake effect

THE PRESI DENT:

THE SECRETARY:

THE PRESI DENT:

Servi ces Law.

Read t he | ast

Section 2. This

i mredi ately.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT:

THE SECRETARY:
THE PRESI DENT:
THE SECRETARY:

Announce t he

Ayes, 60.

The bill is passed.

Cal endar Nunber
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332, Senate Print 2613, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to amend the Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 332, voting in the negative are
Senators Giffo and Ott.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
365, Senate Print 490, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
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results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
375, Senate Print 6217, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fer nandez
to explain your vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
M. President.

At its core, our workers'
conpensati on systemwas created to provide a
swift and certain source of benefits to injured
workers and to the famlies of those who | ose
their lives on the job.

If we truly stand with [ abor and the
har dwor ki ng men and wonen who power our econony,
then we nust ensure this systemworks for them

and not against them This bill restores that
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prom se.

First we update the outdated 1, 000
preaut horization limt to $1500. Medical costs
have risen, yet the cap has remai ned stagnant.
By adjusting it, it reflects today's realities,

we reduce unnecessary delays for routine tests

and procedures and ensure injured workers receive

timely, appropriate care so they can heal and
return to work.

Secondly, we clarify the purpose of
t he nedi cal treatnent guidelines. These
gui delines were neant to streamine care, not to
function as an autonmatic denial system

Yet too often, necessary treatnents
are rejected sinply because they are not on a
list, even when prescribed by a nedi cal

professional. This has driven providers away

fromthe systemand left injured workers waiting.

Finally, this bill restores access
to out-of -network providers, allow ng injured
workers to obtain tinely testing and treat nment
while still controlling costs by requiring

provi ders to accept negotiated rates.

Supporting this |egislation nmeans we

support labor. It neans standing up for workers
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when they are at their nost vulnerable, and it
means ensuring that when soneone is hurt on the

job, the systemresponds with care and not red

t ape.

| proudly vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fer nandez
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
the one bill on the controversial cal endar,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
117, Senate Print 3590A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lanza, why
do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |

believe there's an anendnent at the desk. I
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wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Wl czyk.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair

and ask that Senator Wal czyk be heard on that

appeal .

THE PRESI DENT: The appeal has been
made and recogni zed, and Senator Wl czyk will be
hear d.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Vell, I'm
di sappointed in the ruling, M. President, but |
t hank you for the opportunity.

Thi s anendnent is gernmane, in fact,
to the bill-in-chief because the bill-in-chi ef
deals with clinate resiliency, and this bill
woul d repeal the statutory requirenment for a
st at ewi de cap-and-invest program one of the
pillars of New York's Climate Act -- a |aw which
threatens reliability and resiliency throughout

our energy sector.
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|"msure you're all aware that |ast
week the Governor released a neno outlining the
i mpact of the CLCPA on New Yorkers' pocketbooks
in the next five years. The neno, which was put
together by the state's Energy Research and
Devel opnment Authority -- you know, those
experts -- they concluded that absent changes by
2031, the inpact of the CLCPA on the price of gas
could reach or exceed $2.23 per gallon, on top of
what ever you're paying at the punp at the tine.

At today's price of gas, that would
mean New Yor kers woul d be paying $5.25 a gallon

Upstate natural gas and oil
househol ds woul d see a cost increase of $4100 a
year, and New York City would see a natural gas
househol d i ncrease annual |y of $2300 per year per
hone.

Smal | and nedi um conmer ci al
busi nesses coul d expect utility costs to increase
by as much as 46 percent.

New Yor kers are al ready experiencing
skyrocketing utility bills. They cannot afford
$350 a nonth additionally on their household
utility bill. New Yorkers cannot afford $5.25

for a gallon of gas.
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The meno confirns what our
conference, the Senate Republicans, have been
saying for years, that the cap-and-invest
program s $12 billion a year tax on businesses
will be passed on down to consumners, naking
t hi ngs even nore unaffordable in the State of
New Yor k.

While |I'mencouraged to see the
Governor has finally realized what our conference
has been saying about this cost for years,

New Yor kers cannot afford the Climte Act's
unrealistic and costly green energy mandates.

| hope ny col | eagues across the
aisle will join ne in repealing this costly
program This anendnent that | offer up,

M. President, will repeal Section 75-0109 of the

Envi ronnment al Conservati on Law and reverse the

unrealistic tinelines and goals. It will save
New Yorkers $12 billion annually for the price of
energy.

In a nonment, the president of the
Senate will say we're voting on the procedures of
t he house and not on the amendment that |'m
of fering up. People do not want technical

excuses fromany of us. They want affordable
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energy. They expect you, as their
representatives, to do sonething about it.

And that's why | offer up this
anmendnent. A couple of weeks ago you failed to
send $2 billion that is unspent in the
Cl ean Energy Fund back to ratepayers, providing
imrediate relief. Don't fail New Yorkers again
t oday.

Overrule the chair, take up this
anendnent for a vote, and together we can al
| oner the cost of energy in New York State now.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

THE PRESI DENT: A show of hands has

been requested and so ordered.
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.
THE PRESI DENT: The ruling of the
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chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is before the
house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Harckhamto
expl ain your vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President. Good to see you up there.

| want to thank my colleague for his
hostil e anendnment. | was actually hoping for
nore Dr. Seuss this week --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM -- but perhaps
we'll have to wait.

| just want to respond to a few
t hings that we heard.

We keep hearing about the so-called
NYSERDA nmeno, which | would characterize as
Governor Hochul's "The Iraqgis have weapons of
mass destruction” nonent. This is a conpletely

fabri cat ed nmeno. It's a fabricated nunber,
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cherry-picked fromthe nost extrene
ci rcumst ances.

Wien the New York State |ndependent
System Operator and nenbers of the Governor's own
adm ni stration have reported recently that the
nunber-one driving factor of high utility prices
in New York State is the price of natural gas.
Full stop. No nention of the clinmate |aw, no
menti on of clean energy. The nunber-one driver
is the cost of natural gas.

And when we see what Donald Trunp's
erratic foreign policy, invading the Mddle
East -- whatever people think of that, we saw the
price of natural gas double on the world markets
t he ot her day. Doubl e.

And now t he notion that sone people
on the other side of the aisle want us to double
down on those energy policies is really something
that should be frightening consuners. Wen we
know that a kilowatt of clean energy -- a
kilowatt of wind, a kilowatt of solar -- is far
cheaper than a kilowatt of natural gas and a
kil owatt of nuclear.

So M. President, on the bill

regarding the O fice of Resilience, for those who
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say we can't afford to address clinate change, |
woul d poi nt out our taxpayers are paying for this
right now. In 2023 Anmerican taxpayers spent

$800 billion on stormrel ated damage.

In my district -- 1I'Il give you an
exanple. Last week DOT put out a press rel ease
touting a road project called the Annsville
Circle in nmy district, where the town of
Cortlandt and the city of Peekskill neet. It's a
travel circle. They spent $25 mllion of
t axpayer noney to elevate that 8 feet because of

climate-driven sea-level rise of the Hudson

Ri ver.

Several years ago we spent
$60 mllion of taxpayer noney to elevate a
one-mle section of the Saw MII| Ri ver Parkway

because of climate-driven stormfl oodi ng.

Al'l of our nmunicipalities are
dealing with that. These are just two exanpl es
inny district.

M. President, the Ofice of
Resilience -- on the nerits of the bill, the
Ofice of Resilience we definitely need. Wat we
don't need is nore rhetoric and fal se information

about natural gas.
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| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Harckhamto
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

Last year | voted yes on this bill,
but then | got to thinking about it this year.
This is just one nore, | guess, |ayer of
bureaucracy that's going to do the same thing
t hat everyone el se has done.

W literally blame everything on
climate change. It doesn't matter what it is.

If you get into a car accident tonmorrow, it was
probably because of climte change. |'mnot even
ki dding, that's actually happened.

So we're going to have an entire
office, an entire bureaucracy, an entire
addi tional cost so we can bl ane everything on
climat e change.

You know, it's funny, the history of
climate change as a term cane about fromthe fact
that, you know, it used to be global warm ng. W

had to stop saying that because every tine
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Al Gore woul d show up sonewhere and tal k about
how t he weat her was getting warner, it would
SNOW.

So we had to change it to clinate
change. You guys keep noving the goal posts on
us. You blanme it all on climte change.

And this bill is just going to
create anot her bureaucracy to blame everything on
what actually isn't the problem which is bad
policy. |It's bad policy in Al bany that's raising
our utility rates. It's bad policy that has
al l owed our farmand to be eaten up by wi nd and
solar. |It's bad policy that is causing the
probl em not climte change.

So I"'mvoting no. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello
to be recorded in the negative.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
negl ected to nmention that we've agreed to restore
this to the noncontroversial calendar. So let's
pl ease record the vote that way.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
restored.

Senat or Krueger.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

| would just like to say ibidto
Pet e Harckham s speech. He's 100 percent right.
And anyone who's still wal king around this place
thinking there is no crisis for us to deal with
with clinmate change doesn't actually read
anything that's going on around the world each
and every day.

And | just hope that our children
and grandchildren -- | hope our children and
grandchildren are a ot snmarter than we all are
so that they can address this real crisis that
they will be inheriting and have to deal wth.

| vote yes. Thank you,

M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Krueger
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATCOR LANZA: Yes, M. President,
on the bill. GCh, no, we're explaining.

So listening to Governor Hochul and
some of her allies talk about the high cost of
energy bills and affordability in New York is

i ke watching the arsoni st blanme the house for
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bur ni ng down.

| f you want to decrease the cost of
electricity in the State of New York, you can do
it overnight. And that's by ridding the New York
State and the New York City tax -- which in New
York City is about 30 percent -- on the cost
residents pay for electricity.

| heard a Senator, a U S. Senator
fromthe other side of the aisle the other day
tal ki ng about how the oil conpanies and the
nat ural gas conpani es are gougi hg, are gougi ng
Ameri cans. The bi ggest gouger is government.

The nunber-one factor increasing the cost of
living in New York is taxes and regul ati ons.

And in terns of the environment, we
can have a debate on how it's changing, when it's
changing. The fact is, it's always been
changing. Not so long ago there was three mles
of ice sitting right here and it nelted away.

Not because people were driving cars. W could
talk about it, but you' re not allowed to have an
honest conversation about the extent to which
human activity is either speeding that or slow ng
t hat down or what the inpact is.

We keep heari ng about carbon

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1100

em ssions. |'ve asked this question to numerous
f ol ks who advance this? How nuch carbon shoul d
we have in the environnent? And you can't get an
answer. The answer is |ess.

We all want clean air. W all want
clean water. W all want good and cl ean food.
But if anyone thinks that turning on your gas
stove in New York City changes the weat her,
you're just the useful idiot that Governor Hochu
is looking to exploit.

| vote no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Lanza wi ||
be recorded in the negative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, |I'mvoting for this bill.
| voted for it before. [1'll continue to vote for
it.

And we can di sagree on policy. But,
you know, | just -- it's a hard thing for ne to
under st and when we get up here and try and
convince, froma public policy standpoint, the
residents of our state, telling themthat we're

not doi ng enough as a state. W're not doing
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enough.

You know, we hear statistics,

M. President. W are the 13th | argest econony
in the world. If we were to be our own country,
we are an industrial state, trenmendous
production. Yet we nake up 0.4 percent of the
carbon footprint of the world here.

And so over at |ast 20, 30 years we
have done nore in this state to reduce our carbon
footprint than anywhere else in the world. Now
if we were a polluter and a net polluter of
this -- of the environnment, as there are exanples
t hroughout the world, sure, we can have this
conversation

But we're asking our residents, who
are now payi ng the highest energy costs in the
country if not the world, to pay nore because
somrehow we have to go out there and solve the
worl d's probl enms when we al ready have. W' ve
asked our residents, our businesses, to sacrifice
for decades in order to protect the environnent,
and they have.

And yet here we are agai n sonehow
claimng that we're not doi ng enough when

every one of our residents is telling us that
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they can't afford the energy bills each and every
nmonth, that there are spikes in those bills and
that they continue to pay nore and that enough is
enough.

So M. President, | would just
caution everyone to understand that when we talk
about the environnment and energy costs, it cones
down to policies in this chanber, supported by
the Majority in this chanber, by the Governor on
t he second floor, and the Majority in the other
chanber, that have put us in this position, and
our constituents deserve better.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Martins
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris to close.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

It's always a great nmonent in this
chanber when sonmeone fromthe Mnority gets up,
rail s about what we do here, and then votes yes
on the bill.

And so | want to thank
Senator Martins and all my col |l eagues across the

ai sle who are voting in favor of this inportant
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| egi sl ation that Senator Harckham is advanci ng,
and as we continue to do what the people of this
state want in fighting for a responsible
envi ronnment al policy.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 117, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Giffo, Lanza, O Mara, Ott,
Stec and Wal czyk. Al so Senator Cberacker. Also
Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 9.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Thursday, March 5th, at
11: 00 a. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
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Senat e stands adj ourned until Thursday,
March 5th, at 11:00 a. m
(Wher eupon, at 4:43 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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