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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Everyone pl ease rise and recite the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Rabbi Joshua Rabi n,
of the Astoria Center of Israel in Queens,

New York, will deliver today's invocation.

RABBI RABI N: Wth the community's
perm ssion, |et us pray.

Picture a child and a parent on a
dangerous journey. The parent carries the child
on their shoul ders, shielding themfrom harm but
the child, unaware of who is holding themup
asks: Were is ny parent?

In response, the parent sets the
child down, and the child is bitten by a dog.

Thi s ancient mdrash, a Jew sh word
for parable or |egend, acconpanies the story in
Exodus of the Israelites being attacked by a
nati on known as Amal ek, just after their
i beration from Egypt, which Jews around the

world will read this week on what is known as
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Shabbat Zachor, or the Shabbat of Menory.

It is a story of vulnerability, but
it is also a story about awareness, about what
happens when we fail to recognize what sustains
us. The Torah's comand regardi ng Amal ek begi ns
with a single word: Yizaharta {ph}, "and you
shal | renmenber."

Today we have no idea who this
nation is. The comuand does not becone a literal
directive but a noral warning. Amalek represents
what energes when nmenory and gratitude recede and
when we forget how deeply interdependent we truly
are.

No one thrives alone. Each of us is
carried, often invisibly, by others -- the people
who prepare our food, maintain our roads, plow
our streets, teach our children, care for our
sick, keep our comrunities functioning day after
day. They carry us on their shoul ders, whether
we see themor not.

What happens when we forget? | ama
rabbi who teaches about the |ifesaving power of
organ donation. Wien | speak, | ask people to
i mgi ne someone who, at first glance, appears to

have nothing in conmon with them And then | ask
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themto i magi ne that years later they find that
that person's final act of generosity saved the
life of someone you | ove.

In that nonent, distance coll apses.
We di scover what was always true: W need each
ot her, even when we choose not to see it.

My bl essing for you today is this.
May you remenber. May you renenber those whose
| abor makes the state function. May you renenber
t hose who are unseen in the drafting of policy
but deeply affected by it. My you renenber that
power, too, rests on shoul ders not al ways
vi si bl e.

| offer this prayer in the nanme of
nmy God, and with the deepest respect to whonever
you pray.

And | et us say anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Rabbi .

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
February 24, 2026, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, February 23,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the

Senat e adj our ned.
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THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Good afternoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Myrie, | wish to call up Senate Print
438, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
296, Senate Print 438, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to

reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.
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THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents are
recei ved.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Amendnments are
al so offered to the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills:

By Senator Myrie, page 13, Cal endar
Nunber 205, Senate Print 8609;

By Senator Sal azar, page 18,

Cal endar Nunber 287, Senate Print 156.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnments are
received, and the bills will retain their place
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the exception

of Resolutions 1630 and 1633.
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THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolutions 1630 and 1633, pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Now | et's take
up Resolution 1633, by Senator Wbb, read its
title, and recogni ze Senat or Wbb.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1633, by
Senat or Webb, nenorializing Governor Kathy Hochu
to proclaimFebruary 23, 2026, as
Donesti c Vi ol ence Awareness and Prevention Day in
the State of New York

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Webb.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.
| rise and | first want to thank our

Senate Majority Leader for allowing this
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resolution to cone forward that essentially would
direct the Governor to proclai mFebruary 23rd as
Donesti c Vi ol ence Awareness and Prevention Day in
the State of New York

Every m nute, 24 people in the
United States becone victins of domestic
vi ol ence, sexual assault or stalking. That is
nore than 12 mllion people every year. These
are our nei ghbors, our friends, our coworkers,
and our | oved ones.

Donestic violence is a public health
crisis, and it knows no boundaries. It inpacts
i ndi vi dual s regardl ess of race, gender, sexual
orientation and soci oeconom c st at us.

According to an annual survey
conducted by the National Network to End
Donestic Violence, New York State consistently
has the greatest demand for domestic viol ence
services in the country, with nore than
10, 609 survivors requesting services on just one
day in the year of 2024, and nore than
1700 unfulfilled service requests on that sane
day because of insufficient resource or staff.

Donesti c viol ence al so knows no age

[imtation, as youth are nost certainly inpacted
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by this issue, with a recent survey reporting
that in the past year nearly 21 percent of
hi gh school fenmales and 10.4 percent of
hi gh school mal es experienced some form of teen
dati ng viol ence.

Researchers estimte that between
3.3 mllion and 10 mllion children are exposed
to adult intimte partner violence each year,
whi ch increases the risk of later violence by
nen.

| am proud of the work that we
continue to do in this chanber on this very
i nportant issue, especially in the area of
strengthening funding for this inportant public
health issue. W are doing things to expand
access to safe housing and ensuring that
survivors can receive trauma-infornmed counseling
services, |egal advocacy, and court navigation
supports as they work to not only heal their
lives but also to rebuild their lives and those
of their famly nmenbers with dignity.

But we know there's nore work to do
to meet this great need in our communities for
these lifesaving services. And so |'mhonored to

be voting in favor of this resolution. | hope
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nmy colleagues will join me by voting aye.

Additionally, M. President, | rise
on the occasion of this resolution to wel cone
di stingui shed guests to our chanber.

| am honored that donmestic violence
advocat es have joined us today. Menbers may have
seen a nunber of peopl e wal ki ng t hroughout the
Capitol today wearing purple; that is nost
certainly a cause for the occasion.

And | want to take a nonment to lift
up all of the work that they do to provide
training, technical assistance for |ocal donestic
vi ol ence prograns across our state, working with
comunities to change our culture into one that
doesn't condone viol ence, that advocates for
policies to make sure that survivors across our
state are provided with the support they need to
be safe and to ultimately heal.

And with that, M. President, | ask
that you wel cone these amazi ng advocates to our
chanber. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Webb.
To our guests, | welcome you on

behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
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privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Bailey for an introduction.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

The rabbi who gave the opening
i nvocation was very inspirational, and he spoke
about organ donations. And organ donations are
done by physicians, by doctors, people who take
t he Hi ppocratic oath and decide that they --
regardl ess of race, creed, gender, color,
identity, whoever cones before them they wll

serve them They will serve them adm rably.
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But sonetimes people, if you don't
see what | ooks like you in the medical field, you
may not want to go to the doctor. And the arti st
formerly known as diversity in nmedicine, because
of certain things that are happening, nowis the
Associ at ed Medi cal School s of New York Schol ars
in Medi ci ne and Sci ence.

But it does not |essen the necessity
for diversity any nore. People in our famlies
do not go to the doctor because they do not trust
t he nedi cal profession. These scholars are here
to make sure that we not only trust the nedica
prof essi on now, but we entrust you to do it into
the future. The world we |leave you is in
better -- we |l eave you to put the world in
greater hands than it is now.

So | have the honor of introducing
you all to a nunber of scholars. And |I'm going
to say your name, and | apol ogi ze in advance if
and when | mess it up. But you are not messing
t hi ngs up, you are naking things better.

Al exandra Habi bi, from NYU G ossnan.

Sophia -- in the Senate we're going
to hold the applause |ike we do at the reunion

until everybody's okay.
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Sophi a Manduca, from NYU.  You nay
stand, absol utely.
Gabriella Gonez, from Stony Brook
Uni versity.
John Hel m from Stony Brook
Uni versity.
Jhessi ca Chauca, from Touro
M ddl et own.
Her man Low, from Stony Brook
Uni versity. Sonewhere Speaker Heastie is very
happy.
St ephani e Cano Amaya, from Upstate
Medi cal University.
Ashl ey Mooring, from SUNY Upst at e.
Mart ha Wjtowcz -- I'msorry --
from SUNY Upstate Medical University.
Kayode Medugbon, SUNY Upst at e.
Must af a Abdal | a, SUNY Upst at e.
Emma Covil | on, Upstate Medi cal
Uni versity.
Saba Sol onon, Upstate Medi cal
Uni versity.
Leah Sol onbn, SUNY Upst at e.
Nayeem Hussai n, SUNY Upstate Medica

Uni versity.
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St evens Bont enps, Chi ma Ezeh, and
Brooke D. Jones, all fromthe University of
Rochest er School of Medicine and Dentistry.

Yara Abdel rahman, from CUNY City
Col | ege of New York

Lel osa | masuen, from CCNY.

Mel i ssa Roj as, from CCNY

Am dal a Fi gueroa, Angelica Vargas,
and Levi Vazquez, all from Lehman College in the
Boogi e- Down Bronx. You know, God's country.

Sebastian Cota, from
Col unmbi a University Mil man School of
Public Health.

Daphne Buitron, from Fordham
Uni versity.

And the programdirectors: Sarah
Khalil, Inefta Reid, and Victor Garcia, from NYU
St ony Brook and New York Medical College. And
Aaron d ass, programdirector at SUNY Upstate
Medi cal .

Pl ease stand up.

And | just want to -- as | close and
we get on to the rest of business in the session,
| just want you to know that this trip that

you've made is really inmportant. 1In the face of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

941

peopl e |l osing healthcare all around this country,
you are that stopgap. You not only can but wll

provi de diversity in nedicine and rea

nmedi ci ne -- and those necessary organ donati ons,

as we | ed, opened up our session today.

Everyt hi ng happens for a reason.
There was a reason why that was nentioned in
t here.

You shoul d be inspired and steady in
the work that you do. | thank you. | salute
you. Hopefully I won't have to see you anytine
soon for any reasons other than to say hell o.

But whoever you see will be under incredible
care.

M. President, please, | would |ike
you to extend all of the cordialities and the
courtesies of this house for these anmazi ng
schol ar s.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: To our guests, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house.

You' ve al ready risen; you'll now be

recogni zed.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Hi nchey for another introduction.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hi nchey.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Today | amincredibly proud to
wel come students fromthe Advocacy Club at the
Mount Acadeny in Esopus for their annual
Lobby Day.

They' ve spent the day nmeeting with
el ected officials, |learning about the |egislative
process, and asking thoughtful questions and
advocating on the issues that matter nost to
t hem

These neetings are incredibly
i nportant because we deal with a |ot of very
heavy, very serious topics in this chanber. But
we do it, and especially in this chanmber, in the
Senate -- usually -- with deep respect and
under standing for one another. But |earning that
can take a long tine, and it nay not cone
natural ly when you care so deeply and

passi onat el y about sonet hi ng.
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So being in the roomearly, having
conversations, |earning about respectful dial ogue
and neeting people where they are is an
incredibly inportant gift that the Bruder hof
offers to their young students in the
Advocacy d ub

These students exenplify the val ues
of public service and volunteerism They've
hel ped build homes with Habitat for Humanity
across our Hudson Valley conmunities, they've
used their agriscience skills to care for |oca
athletic fields, they' ve sewn pillows for
patients at Vassar Hospital in Dutchess County.

And | ast sunmer, several nenbers of
t he Advocacy Club traveled to Ukraine to help
| ead a sunmer canp, organi zing baseball and
soccer clinics, teaching English, and bringing a

sense of normalcy to kids who have fled the

frontlines of war. |If that doesn't teach you how
to be a good, well-rounded human, | don't know
what will.

Their conpassi on speaks vol unes
about their character and the service-driven
| eaders that they are becom ng, exenplified in

their neetings today.
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Wth that, | would Iike to recognize
several students who have joined us today in this
chanber. You can also stand as | read your narne.

Al fred Wight, Donna Wnter, Aliza
W pf, Roderick Huleatt, and Sean Hul eatt, as well
as | eadership fromthe Bruderhof Comrunity:
Johann Hul eatt and Christine Mason.

Thank you all so nuch for being
here, for your participation and being invol ved
in our state | egislative process.

M. President, please give them al
of the courtesies of the chanber and wel come them
to the Senate. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Hi nchey.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

Thank you.

(St andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on,
M. President, to previously adopted

Resol ution 1558, by Senator Scarcell a- Spanton,
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read its title, and call on Senator
Scar cel | a- Spant on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1558, by
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on, nourning the death of
Margaret D. WIlianms, |egendary vocalist and
comunity | eader.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Scar cel | a- Spant on.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

It is ny honor to stand here as we
nmenori al i ze an out standi ng nenber of our
comunity, my constituent, Ms. Margaret D.
WIlians.

Ms. WIlianms, of Coney Island, was a
bel oved, dedicated comunity nenber who has nade
an i measur abl e i npact on not just her neighbors,
but on people mles and decades apart. Although
she left this world in January of 2026, her
|l egacy will be felt for years to cone.

Born in North Carolina, Ms. WIIlians
noved to Brooklyn as a teenager, becom ng

actively involved in nusic programs, nurturing a
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passi on and talent that woul d define her life.

As a young adult in the |ate 1950s,
Ms. WIllianms joined the renowned girl group
The Cooki es, becom ng an integral part of one of
the nost influential vocal groups of the doo-wop
and Brill Building eras.

As some of you may renenber,

The Cooki es achi eved national and international
success recording and perform ng songs witten by
| egendary songwiters such as Carol e King and
Gerry Goffin, and collaborating with iconic
artists including Neil Sedaka, Mel Torne, Little
Eva, and nmany ot hers.

Sonme of their hits, including
"Chains" and "Don't Say Nothin'," reached the
Bi |l | board Top 40 charts in the 1960s, with
"Chains" later recorded by The Beatles on their
1963 debut al bum further cementing the group's
enduring influence on popul ar nusic.

In recognition of their significant
contributions to Anerican nusic, The Cookies were
inducted into the Roll & Roll Hall of Fane in
2002.

Ms. WIlianms continued to preserve

and cel ebrate The Cooki es' |egacy for decades
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thereafter, performng in concerts throughout the
United States, Europe, and Spain. And after
years of touring, she returned to Coney I sl and,
where she remai ned deeply engaged in the
comunity, continuing to sing professionally and
as a nenber of the Coney |Island Gospel Assenbly
Chur ch

Ms. WIlianms was a dedi cated public
servant, retiring after 33 years of service with
the New York City Departnent of Health, Prison
Heal t h Servi ces, and she was al so an active
menber of DC37, Local 1549.

She was a cherished partici pant and
supporter of the Coney Island History Project,
sharing her personal history and experiences in a
2004 interview and proudly cutting the ribbon to
open t he Boardwal k Menory Booth in 2005.

You coul d al ways count on seeing
Ms. WIlianms at community events |ike our
Annual Juneteenth Jubilee in Coney Island or
whenever | stopped by Coney |sland Gospel
Assenbly. And we will certainly m ss hearing her
si ng.

Her |ife was marked by faith,

service, nusic and | ove, and she will be
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remenbered as a trailblazing artist and a devoted
public servant, a faithful church nenber, and a
pillar of the Coney Island conmunity.

My deepest condol ences are with her
famly and all those who knew and | oved her. And
as we continue celebrating Black H story Mnth, |
cannot think of a nore fitting time to celebrate
her | egacy and honor her.

Thank you. | proudly vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: The resol ution was
adopted on February 10t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now, |astly,
Resol ution 1630, by Senator Serrano. Please take
that up, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Serrano.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1630, by
Senat or Serrano, comenorating the
20t h Anniversary of Park and Public Lands
Advocacy Day on February 25, 2026

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.
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It's an honor to rise here today to
tal k about Parks Advocacy Day here in Al bany.
This is the 20th Annual Parks Day. And it really
is one of the best days of the entire year,
because we have so many parks advocates from
t hroughout the state conmng to Al bany to talk
about why parks are so inportant.

Now, one of the things that is so
amazi ng about parks is that they sort of
transcend all types of barriers. They are |oved
by everyone because they are so neani ngful in
everyone's life.

During the pandem c, our parks
becanme our sol ace, they becane our oasis away
fromthe danger that we were facing. And they
really showed how i nportant they are.

And since then we've seen
year-over-year growh in visitorship,
record-breaking visitorship at our state parks
t hroughout the State of New York, as well as our
public | ands, |ike the Adirondacks and the
Catskills, DEC lands. Al of these are very
i mportant.

There is al so anot her conponent

that's so necessary to tal k about, is that
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exposure to nature and green spaces has a

prof ound i nmpact on our physical health and nental
health. It is really the good nedicine that we
need right now. In areally crazy world,
engagi ng in nature and parks is sonething we
shoul d all be doing nore of.

So, I'mso grateful for all of the
advocates and fol ks fromthroughout the state and
t he comm ssioners who were with us this norning
at our Parks Advocacy Briefing, and all of the
great things that were done today to help bring
awareness to the fact that we should be
supporting our wonderful parks and green spaces
t hroughout the State of New York

And |'m so thankful for ny
col | eagues supporting this resolution today.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is

adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease open
today's resol utions for cosponsorship.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolutions are
open for cosponsorship. Should you choose not to
be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Lanza for an announcenent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: There will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Republican Conference in
t he Republican Conference Room

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we wll stand at ease until 4:20. | believe this
will be a brief conference, and we'll be right
back in 15 m nutes.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 4:04 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:21 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
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cone to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
M. President, let's take up the reading of the
cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 57,
Senate Print 659, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 57, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, @Gllivan,
Hel mi ng, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedisco
and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 11.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
101, Senate Print 3179A, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect two years after it shal
have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 101, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, @Gllivan, Lanza,
beracker, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk
and Weber .

Ayes, 45. Nays, 12.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
193, Senate Print 4424A, by Senator Ranps, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Ranpbs to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, there's sone really bad
bosses out there who have been hiding clauses in
j ob applications and on-boardi ng paperwork that
forces workers to give up their legal rights
wi t hout the worker actually even realizing it.

Wor kers have been facing
di scrim nation, harassnment, and even wage theft,
t hi nki ng that when they're told that they've
waited too long to sue because of deadlines that
are buried in the paperwork that they never
knowi ngly agreed to.

And t hese cl auses have historically
di scouraged workers from com ng forward and have
al l oned stol en wages to go unrecovered and given
bad actors an unfair advantage over honest
enpl oyers. W want to keep the good guys in
busi ness.

Sothis is the fix. This is the
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Anti Wi ver of Enploynment Rights Act. And it
makes cl ear that enployers cannot force workers
to sign away their protections under New York

| abor and the Human Rights Law. Rights cannot be
wai ved in applications, rights can't be waived in
on-boarding forms, rights cannot be waived in

hi dden contract | anguage.

This | aw does not create new rights,
to be clear, but it does protect the rights that
wor kers already have. 1It's going to restore
bal ance in the workplace. It ensures
accountability. And it supports enployers who
pl ay by the rules.

It's nmy hope that the Assenbly al so
passes this bill so that we can put it on the
Governor's desk for her signature, so that we can
make New York an even better place for workers to
stay here. | vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Ranpbs to be
recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 193, voting in the negative are

Senators Borrell o, Chan, Hel m ng, Lanza,
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Qber acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Stec, Tedisco
and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 11.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
207, Senate Print 6227, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of July.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
233, Senate Print 1461, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New York.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 233, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gl livan, Helm ng, Mrtins, Mttera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Skoufis, Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk and
Weber .

Ayes, 37. Nays, 20.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
234, Senate Print 3406, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
261, Senate Print 4408, by Senator My, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill wll be

| ai d aside for the day.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
307, Senate Print 78, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
318, Senate Print 6273A, by Senator Bailey, an
act authorizing and directing the Conm ssioner of
Education to conduct a study on the nunber of
chil dren who are caregivers.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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results.

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

331, Senate Print 2611, by Senat or Addabbo, an

act to anend

secti on.

t he General Municipal Law.
THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

results.

Cal endar 331,

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

voting in the negative are

Senat ors Bynoe, Krueger, Martinez and My.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 4.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

337, Senate Print 1130, by Senator My, an act to

anend the Executive Law.

secti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 337, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gl livan, Lanza, Mttera, Mirray, Pal unbo,
Rhoads, Ryan, Stec, Tedisco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 14.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
342, Senate Print 2447, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 342, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Hel m ng, Qoberacker,
O Mara, Ott, Stec and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 8.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
344, Senate Print 3261, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 344, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Lanza, Martinez, Martins, Mattera, Bynoe, Mirray,
O Mara, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk and Wber.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 14.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
346, Senate Print 6181, by Senator Parker, an act
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to amend the Cannabis Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 346, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Gal I'ivan, Lanza, Martinez, Martins, Mattera,
Murray, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 16.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we nove on
to the controversial cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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234, Senate Print 3406, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lanza, why
do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
believe | believe there's an anmendnent at the
desk. | waive the reading of that anendnent and
ask that you recogni ze Senator Wl czyk.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Wal czyk be heard on that
appeal .

THE PRESI DENT: The appeal has been
made and recogni zed.

Senat or WAl czyk may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you for the
opportunity, M. President. And maybe | can
convi nce sone col |l eagues to overrule the chair
here.

Thi s anendnent is indeed germane to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

964

the bill-in-chief, because the bill-in-chief
deals with the State Uniform Fire Prevention and
Bui | di ng Code and the amendnment deals with the
State Energy Code, both affecting the price of
building in New York State.

Thi s amendnent, nodel ed from
| egi sl ati on sponsored by Senator Mario Mattera,
woul d repeal the costly All-Electric Buildings
mandat e and woul d al | ow bui | di ng devel opers to
use the 2020 Energy Code instead of the nore
costly and new y enacted 2025 Energy Code.

As everyone knows, the All-Electric
Bui l ding mandate is currently tied up in the
courts. The CGovernor agreed to pause
i npl enentation of the costly nandate tenporarily
while the case plays out in court, no doubt
because this is 2026 and it's an el ection year.

Devel opers have estinmated that the
Al -Electric Building nmandate will increase the
cost of a typical single-fam |y hone in New York
by $20,000 at the | ow end; sonme say mruch hi gher
t han that.

On top of the additional $20,000 in
cost to conply with the All-Electric Building

mandat e, the 2025 Energy Code will increase the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

965

cost of construction for a single-famly hone in
New York by $7400. And that's NYSERDA' s cost
anal ysis -- again, on the |ow end.

| think everyone in this chanber
woul d agree that New York State is in the mddle
of a housing affordability crisis. 1've heard it
fromboth sides of the aisle. Builders can't
sel|l overpriced houses that people don't want to
buy in the first place.

It al ready costs between $200 and
$350 per square foot to build a new hone in this
state, way above the national average. The 2025
Energy Code, which includes the All-Electric
Bui | di ngs mandate, woul d only increase the cost
of building hones, further putting the dream of
homeowner shi p out of reach for so many
New Yor kers.

Thi s anendnent that | offer up today
allows this chanber to take a real and neaningfu
step towards |l owering the cost of hones in this
st at e.

Bui | ders need to know that we're
provi ding regul atory certainty and cost-effective
solutions. The average first-tinme honmebuyer is

now over 40 years old. A CNY builder recently
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told ne at a roundtable that new hones in
New York are a luxury item

If that's true, you've nmade too many
m stakes in this chanber and | ask that you join
me in fixing just a couple of those egregi ous
m st akes t hat have been made recently. Vote to
overrule the chair, pass this amendnent, and
pl ease all ow New Yorkers to have the dream of
owni ng an affordable hone in New York State in
the future.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

THE PRESI DENT: A show of hands has
been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

THE PRESI DENT: The ruling of the

chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is before the
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house.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W' ve agreed to
restore this bill to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 234, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, @Gllivan, Lanza,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedisco and
Wl czyk.
Ayes, 46. Nays, 11.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tinme there's a privileged resolution at

the desk. Let's take that up, please, read its
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title, and recogni ze first Senator Mayer on that
resol ution.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1637, by
Senat or Mayer, Concurrent Resol ution of the
Senat e and Assenbly providing for the el ection of
two Regents of the University of the State of
New Yor k.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mayer on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

It's my honor again to rise in
support of this Concurrent Resolution of the
Senat e and Assenbly to appoint and reappoint
menbers to the Board of Regents.

For everyone's edification -- not
t hose here, because | think they know about the
Board of Regents, but people frequently confuse
the Regents examw th the Board of Regents. And
that's a very understandabl e confusi on.

But peopl e shoul d understand that
t he Board of Regents are peopl e appointed by the

Senate and Assenbly jointly to help drive
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educational policy in New York State, not only

t hrough ki ndergarten through 12th grade, but for
hi gher ed, for the professions, and for nmany

ot her aspects of regulated Iife dealing with
educati onal issues.

The Board of Regents neets
regularly. They consider issues of highest
i nportance to those of us who care about
education. And today we are |ucky and very
fortunate to be appointing and reappoi nting two
di sti ngui shed nenbers.

First 1 want to say, fromthe
Fifth Judicial District, Patrick Mannion, to be
reappoi nted to the Board of Regents.

And | would just say, as someone who
heard his testinmony and |istened in the
interviews the first time and then as he cane
back for reappoi ntnent, what was striking is that
M. Manni on, who is not soneone who cane from
sort of the educational world, nade a conm tnent
at that tinme that he was going to visit school s,
| earn about education in his conmunity, and
become a true advocate for the schools and the
students of the Fifth Judicial District.

And he has actually done so. It was
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extrenely inpressive to hear in the interviews
that Senator Stavisky and | sat through with nmany
of our coll eagues, to hear how much interest he
took in the schools and the issues that were
before the Board of Regents.

He did everything one could ask of
someone who was not entirely versed in education
to do, and I"'mvery pleased to have him
reappointed to the Fifth Judicial District seat.

And then for the at-large seat, we
are appoi nting today Jani ce Wi nnman Shorenst ei n,
who is joining us today in the gallery.

And Ms. Shorenstein has been a
transformational |eader in the educational space,
currently running a program cal |l ed Educati on
Through Music, which brings nusic and art to
students in the New York City public schools.

But she has a longtine history of
participation in schools in the New York City
community. She has been -- was the president of
what's called Kids, a global not-for-profit
organi zation that distributed new product to
children and famlies in need throughout the
United States and throughout the world.

She's worked in corporate affairs
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for Mount Sinai and for other nmjor
not-for-profit institutions in New York. And she
truly will bring her wealth of experience and her
perspective and her intinmate know edge of the
New York City public school community to the
Board of Regents where, as the |argest schoo
district in the country, we need her experti se,
her enthusiasm and her willingness to
parti ci pate.

Agai n, people who join the Board of
Regents do so and put in not only their tinme and
their energy but all of their intellect and
energy into inproving our educational system
We're very fortunate to have Patrick Manni on and
Jani ce Wi nman Shorenstein be elected to and
joining the Board of Regents.

| vote aye and encourage all ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Mayer.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President. On the resolution.

As Senator Myer indicated, the

sel ection of the Regents, and their mssion, is
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uni que and has a long tradition of service. In
fact, the origins go back 242 years.

And if you understand that this body
and the Assenbly have nmet for 242 years, and each
year, or alnost every year, there's a vacancy and
they go through this process of selecting
Regent s.

Regents in New York State have a
uni que mssion. Their selection is very
different. They set the education policy, and
they al so sel ect the Conm ssi oner of Educati on.
In some states they -- the comm ssioner of
education is elected in an election; in other
states, the governor appoints the conm ssioner.

But New York State is unique. The
Regent s choose t he comm ssi oner.

And the other point | want to nake
is that they are joining a long, long list of
peopl e who have gone through this process and
served as a Regent.

And in fact two of the first
Regents -- one was Assenbl ynenber Al exander
Ham | ton, and John Jay, the first chief judge.
And Teddy Roosevelt -- bipartisan -- he served as

a Regent.
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So | wel cone the selection, and |
congratulate M. Mannion and Ms. Shorenstein.
And t hey shoul d understand that they are joining
a very select group. And | know that their
service will be commendable and just fitting in

with the tradition set by Al exander Ham |t on.

They're going to be in the roomwhere it happens.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or St avi sky.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

| think Senator Stavisky outlined
the inmportance of this role very well. Wichis
why, as an enpl oyer nyself, someone who was a
private-sector enployee and a county executive,
who has hired and fired literally hundreds of
people in ny career, |'ve never done so in
10 minutes or less. Wich is what we've been
asked to do here today.

Literally we got this resunme -- and
that's all we have, is a resunme -- to nake a
deci sion on fol ks that are going to have an

i npact on every single child that is educated in
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New York State.

| can't in good conscience do that
with such little time. And | woul d encourage ny
col | eagues, who -- other than, |I'msure, the very
capabl e Senators who revi ewed and intervi ewed
them -- have not had the chance to vet these
fol ks properly for one of the nobst inportant jobs
in New York State.

So I'll be voting no. And those of
you that weren't in the interviews | would
suggest vote no as well. Nothing against the
fol ks that are here, but due diligence is very
inmportant. So |I'Il be voting no.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senator Borrello.
Senat or Murray on the resolution.
SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President.

Yes, | know, a broken record. Here
we go again. He's getting up and conpl aini ng
about the system

But think about it. W voted on
mul tiple resolutions today individually. Al on

i mportant, very inportant issues. W took up
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14 individual bills. W didn't do themas a
bunch. Why? Because each one is inportant on
its own nerits.

You heard the Senators explain why

it's so inportant, the job that they do, the

effect that they will have on this state, on our
future, because they'll have an effect on
literally mllions of New York children

And yet instead of voting on them
each individually, it's up or down, both of them
yes or no.

Well, what if we have a problemw th
one of then? What if we don't think one is
stellar? On, well, let the kids suffer. On,
wel | .

You're right, we're in the room
where it happens. But it should be happening
properly. W should be doing it the right way.
If they're that good, let's vote on them
individually on their own nerit.

For that reason, 1'll be a no.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

There's a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat ors Mayer and
St avi sky nove to substitute Senate Concurrent
Resol ution 1637 for the identical Assenbly
Resol ution, 978.

THE PRESI DENT: The substitution is
so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Assenbly Resol ution
978, by Assenbl ynenber Benedetto, Concurrent
Resol ution of the Senate and Assenbly providing
for the election of two Regents of the University
of the State of New York

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
t he resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
resolution, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Brisport,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, CGonzal ez,
Lanza, Murray, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Sal azar,
Stec and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 15.
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THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |
would like to remnd the nmenbers of the
Majority Conference that we will be having a
conference inmediately after session.

And with that, is there any further
busi ness at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Thursday, February 26th
at 11: 00 a. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Thursday,
February 26th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:48 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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