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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 23, 2026, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, February 20,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

| have several notions here.

Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

On behal f of Senator Skoufis,
page 15, Cal endar Nunber 236, Senate Print 6368A,

Senat or Cooney, page 16,

Cal endar Nunber 251, Senate Print 7955A,

Senat or Mayer, page 18,

Cal endar Nunber 275, Senate Print 4470;

Senat or Sepul veda, page 19,

Cal endar Nunber 290, Senate Print 3974;

And Senat or Gounardes, page 20,
Cal endar Nunber 301, Senate Print 8334.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
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let's take up previously adopted Resol ution 1534,
by the dynam c team of Senators Parker and
Tedi sco.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: W' || read that
resolution's title, and recognize first
Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A buddy
comedy we all need.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1534, by
Senat or Parker, honoring the Schenectady Bel nont
Pop Warner Football Program upon wi nning the
regi onal chanpi onship and achieving a top five
nati onal chanpi onship finish

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

First of all, let's have these
young peopl e stand up and be recogni zed. G ve
them a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR PARKER: This is a

chanpi onship team-- and, as you see, a group of
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young people. But in that short anmount of tine
t hey have won, M. President, not one tinme, not

two tines, they have not won even three tinmes or
four times, but five tines.

And they are a football teamthat
prides themnmsel ves on hard work, on dedicati on.
They conme froma conmunity in which those are
kind of the daily values and, although a little
bit aways away fromny district in Brooklyn,
share a | ot of the sane popul ation that we have
t here.

And so |'ve been happy to team up
wi th Senator Tedisco to host these young people
here in Al bany today, to have them understand

that there are people, as they may be watchi ng us

for inspiration -- which some of us may argue
shoul d not happen -- but we also get inspiration
fromthem

And we see the work that they do, we
see their hard work, and we see that just like in
the Legi slature, where you have to work hard to
get things done, that in the field of sports they
have shown that hard work, that dedication, and
that coomitment will win the day.

And so | want to thank you for
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openi ng up the house to them and acknow edgi ng
t hem

And, you know, Senator Tedi sco,
t hi nk, you know, who represents this intrepid
group, will have a lot nore to say, and so |
yield to him

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senat or Tedi sco on the resol ution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you so
much, M. President and mnmy col |l eagues.

| had the opportunity, along with
Senat or Parker, to speak to these outstanding
student athletes earlier, and | explained to them
that in the Senate chanber we do get a | ot of
pretty good things done, but sonetinmes it gets
stifled.

And | let themknow that there are
61 other menbers. But if it was just nme and
Senat or Parker, we could solve a | ot of problens
in the state --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR TEDI SCO -- but that sone

peopl e get in the way soneti nes.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO But we work very
wel | toget her.

And as you | ook up there, you're
seei ng sonme outstandi ng student athletes,
parents, volunteers, tremendous coaches. And
they are proof of the fact -- because you' ve
heard me say this before -- all good things
emanate fromthe 44th Senatorial District.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO. And Bel nont
Pop Warner, you are one big part of that whol e
t hi ng.

| look up at that canmera and | hope
there are sone NFL scouts, because you've got
some superstars com ng your way. And | told them
|"mready to be their agents when the tinme cones
to see what we can do about themin the NFL.

But actually |I'mvery pleased al so
to work with Senator Parker in a collegial way,
to wel cone and congratul ate the Eastern Regi onal
chanpions and top five nationally ranked
Bel ront Pop Warner Football Programto this
chanber today. National recognition

The Schenect ady Bel nont Pop \Warner
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Foot bal | Program punched its ticket to national
conpetition by wi nning the Eastern Regional
Chanpi onshi p on Saturday, Novenber 29th, in
Mar sh Creek, Pennsyl vani a.

Prior to their regional and national
success, the programenjoyed a historic 7 for
7 -- not 70 percent, 80 percent, or 90 percent,
100 percent seasons -- at the local level, with
all seven teanms winning their respective
Capital District Pop Warner Super bow s.

They just keep winning. Wnning is
great. W've heard it so rmuch around the worl d.
| wonder where el se we've heard about w nni ng.
Vell, we won't nmention that here.

It's said that the success of any
organi zation starts with | eadership, and their
coaches worked tirelessly to nake this group
collectively greater than the sumof its parts.

Madam Presi dent and ny col | eagues,
|"d ask you to wel come them-- oh, jeez, did |
say " Madant' ?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO You are | ooking
good today, let ne tell you.

(Laughter.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

863

SENATOR TEDI SCO. |"ve got a Braun
shaver, though. You' ve got to get that -- no,
no.

Wel come them congratul ate them
offer themall the cordialities of this august
body.

And we certainly appreciate the
records you have achieved, and | know there's
nost nore to cone.

Thank you, M. President.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Tedi sco.

To our five-tinme chanpions, student
at hl etes, future change-nmakers and future
occupants of this body, | welcone you on behal f
of the Senate. W extend to you all of the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
I'd like to rem nd Senator Tedisco that we have

significant outside income |limts in this
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chanber --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: -- and so |
think we'd all welconme his new career as an agent
for these football players --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- as opposed to
bei ng here with us.

| think we're apparently awaiting
the | eader for her resolution, so we'll stand at
ease just nonentarily until she arrives.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will stand at ease nonentarily.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:47 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:48 p.m)

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
M. President, let's take up the privileged
resolution that's at the desk, read it inits
entirety, and recognize Majority Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns on that resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate returns to order.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1636, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, nourning the death of
t he Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson and honoring his
lifetime of service, |eadership, and advocacy for
civil rights and social justice.

"WHEREAS, Fromtinme to time, the
Legi slature of the State of New York pauses in
its deliberations to recogni ze individuals whose
Iives have profoundly shaped soci ety and whose
| eader shi p, courage, and noral conviction have
| eft an enduring inprint on history, inspiring
generations to confront inequality, expand
opportunity, and work toward a nore just and fair
soci ety; anong the distinguished figures whose
lives enbody these ideals, few have denonstrated
such enduring courage, noral clarity, and
transformative inpact as the Reverend Jesse
Loui s Jackson; and

"WHEREAS, The Reverend Jesse
Loui s Jackson, born Jesse Louis Burns on Cctober
8, 1941, in Geenville, South Carolina, rose from
hunbl e begi nnings to becone one of the nost
influential civil rights |eaders in history,
dedicating his life to the pursuit of justice,

equality, and human rights for Bl ack Anmericans
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and all people; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson was
raised in a segregated South, and was surrounded
by a conmunity that instilled in hima deep sense
of faith, resilience, and responsibility; he went
on to earn a Bachelor of Arts in sociology from
the Agricultural and Technical Coll ege of
North Carolina, now known as North Carolina A&T
State University; in 1964, he began his
t heol ogi cal studi es at Chicago Theol ogi cal
Sem nary, but deferred his studi es when he began
working full-tinme in the Gvil R ghts Mvenent
with the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; he
was ordai ned on June 30, 1968, by Reverend d ay
Evans and received his Master of Divinity degree
from Chi cago Theol ogi cal Sem nary in 2000; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson energed
as a nentee and foll ower of the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., during the
Cvil R ghts Mwvenent, standing al ongside
Dr. King in the final nonents of his life in
1968, and carrying forward the novenent's nora
and strategic | egacy with unwaveri ng comm t nent;
and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson played a
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pivotal role in the Southern Christian Leadership
Conf erence's Qperation Breadbasket, transform ng
it into a national force for econom c justice by
negoti ati ng enpl oynent opportunities, corporate
accountability agreenments, and comunity
i nvestment comm tnents that reshaped access to
econoni ¢ power for Black Americans; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson
strengt hened the national novenent for justice by
foundi ng the Rai nbow PUSH Coal ition, uniting his
earlier organizations to advance political
enpower ment, econom ¢ opportunity, and equal
rights for underserved communities; through the
Rai nbow PUSH Coal i ti on, Reverend Jackson
chanpi oned voter registration, educational
equity, fair housing, and crimnal justice
reform nobilizing mllions of Americans to
participate in civic life and expanding the
political influence of historically marginalized
conmuni ties; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson's
groundbr eaki ng 1984 and 1988 presidenti al
canpai gns gal vani zed a nultiracial 'Rainbow
Coalition,' elevating issues such as universa

heal t hcare, workers' rights, environnenta
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justice, and international human rights, and
opened doors for future candidates of color to
seek and hold the highest offices in the nation;
and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson
di stingui shed hinself as a global hunmanitarian
and di pl omat, negotiating the rel ease of American
host ages and political prisoners in Syria, Cuba,
I rag, and other regions, denonstrating a
st eadf ast conm tnent to peace, dialogue, and the
protection of human |ife; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson was a
tirel ess advocate for labor rights, standing with
wor kers across industries ranging from
farmwrkers to airline enployees to public sector
uni ons, consistently affirmng that economc
justice is inseparable fromcivil rights; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson's voice
resonat ed across generations as he spoke out
agai nst apartheid in South Africa, voter
suppression in the United States, and human
ri ghts abuses around the world, reinforcing the
noral inperative of global solidarity in the
struggle for freedomand equality; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson's
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I'ifelong dedication to youth enpowernent,
| eader shi p devel opnent, and educati onal
opportunity inspired countless young people to
pursue public service, activism and comunity
| eadership, ensuring that his |egacy continues to
shape the future; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson further
di stingui shed hinsel f through national public
service, including his tenure as "shadow senator"”
for the District of Colunbia from1991 to 1997,
where he advocated for full congressional
representation and statehood for the residents of
Washi ngton, D.C.; and

"WHEREAS, In recognition of his
decades of |eadership, noral courage, and
unwavering commtment to civil and human rights,
Reverend Jackson was awarded the Presidenti al
Medal of Freedom by President Bill Cinton in
2000, the nation's highest civilian honor; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson
mai nt ai ned deep and enduring ties to New York
State, shaping its civil rights |andscape and
| aunching the Wall Street Project in New York
City, an initiative dedicated to challenging the

financial industry to expand access and
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opportunity for mnority entrepreneurs,
i nvestors, and professionals, and to ensure that
the corporate sector reflected the diversity,
talent, and econom c aspirations of al
conmuni ties; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson's work in
New Yor k strengthened grassroots organi zi ng,
expanded political participation, and inspired
generations of New Yorkers to confront injustice
wi th courage, discipline, and noral conviction;
and

"WHEREAS, Throughout his life,
Reverend Jackson renmai ned a steadfast voice
agai nst racism poverty, violence, and
di scrim nation, chanpioning voting rights,
wor kers' rights, educational equity, and the
dignity of marginalized communities across the
nation; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson passed
away on February 17, 2026, at the age of 84,
| eavi ng behind a nonunental |egacy of activism
institution building, and noral |eadership that
transforned the United States and inspired
novenents around the world; and

"WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson i s
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survived by his devoted wife of nore than six
decades, Jacqueline Lavinia Brown Jackson, and
their children, Santita Jackson, Jesse Louis
Jackson, Jr., Jonathan Luther Jackson, Yusef
DuBoi s Jackson, Jacquel i ne Lavinia Jackson, and
Ashl ey Laverne Jackson, all of whomcarry forward
his | egacy of service, faith, and conmtnent to
justice; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
passi ng of the Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, to
honor his extraordinary life and achi evenents,
and to recogni ze his profound contributions to
civil rights, denocracy, and human dignity; and
be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to the famly of the Reverend Jesse Louis
Jackson, with the deepest synpathy and gratitude
of the people of New York State.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins on the resolution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

And | certainly rise to honor this
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extraordinary |ife and | egacy of Jesse Jackson
and extend, on behalf of the Senate, our deepest
condol ences to his fam |y and our deepest
gratitude for sharing himwth us for, you know,
the better part of a century.

It is not often that we have an
opportunity to see a full life. So many of our
heroes are gone at very, very early ages, and we
can only i mgi ne what woul d have happened if they
were, you know, 50 or 60 or whatever.

Jesse Jackson was here for 84 very
full years. And | think the resolution told us
i n broadest strokes how he inpacted so much of
what we experience today.

| talked to a couple of friends of

m ne, the Robinson sisters. |In Wstchester
they're |l egendary -- and | know you know t hem
Madam Leader -- you know, Joanne and Roberta.

And their nother, May Mrgan
Robi nson, was sonmebody who was always trying to
engage the comunity in voting rights and making
t hem under stand how i nportant this was.

Joanne was a teacher in 1984 in the
Bronx, and her class, nostly Black and brown

children, were |earning about astronauts and the
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space race. And Joanne asked them Wy do you
think there's never been a Bl ack astronaut?

And to her dismay, a couple of the
children explained it's because Bl ack people
weren't smart enough to be astronauts. She was
shocked that her fifth-graders had ingrained in
themthat they weren't worthy of being anyone
great.

That was the sane year that
Jesse Louis Jackson | aunched his presidential
canpaign. And ultimtely she becane a del egate,
because she said that she did not want to mss
the opportunity to allow for those children to
understand that yes, Black people are capable and
can stand on debate stages and command t he
attention of mllions of people in Anerica,
tal ki ng about things that they needed to hear,
whet her it was universal healthcare or childcare,
whet her it was public housing or the fact that
yes, you are sonebody.

Even if you may be in an
i mpoveri shed circunstance, it doesn't nean you as
a person are inpoverished. H mshow ng up on
Sesane Street saying "I am sonebody,"” to the

Rai nbow Coalition that -- yes, Senator Tedi sco,
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you and Senat or Parker, | was anmused to hear that
you and Senat or Parker could solve all our
problenms. Little did we know.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Wow.

But Jesse Jackson, you know, once
was that guy that created this Rai nbow Coalition
of saying, you know, we all can do better, but we
have to do better with each other. And we can't
deci de that people aren't worthy because of the
color of their skin or because of their poverty
or because of their |lack of education or whatever
it is.

What an amazi ng energy to bring to
the stage and the forefront in 1984. Wich was
al so the year that Senator Vel manette Montgonery
won. | had a chance to talk to Vel nanette today.
She called ne. And I was like, "I know you nust
have been involved with Jesse Jackson's
canpai gn," and she said yeah

She said she renmenbers standing in
t he housing project waiting for Jesse Jackson to
come, and it was as though they were waiting, you
know, for -- for, you know, the savior. She

said: You could hear a pin drop. Nobody noved,
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nobody dared breathe, waiting for Jesse.”

And he cane. And he delivered the
prom se of hope.

And the same year, Vel manette

Mont gonmery, who had been involved with chil dcare

and daycare, raised her hand and said "I'm goi ng
to run.” She's the |ongest-serving Senator. And
when she left, she's still not -- she's stil

active. But her commtnment to the crimnal
justice system reformng it, and to our

chil dren, never wavered because of the exanple
t hat Jesse Jackson made for her.

And in Jesse's canpaign, a mllion
new voters signed up -- people who had been
sitting on the sidelines, thinking that it didn't
matter what they did, signed up and becane
involved in the political process that has |'m
sure resulted in the diversity of this chanber
and the commtnent to things that Jesse had the
coverage to bring up and sustain over his decades
of servi ce.

When Barack Cbama was el ected in
2008, people did not understand, all of them and
are probably beginning to understand now how

Jesse's canpai gn and changi ng the way the
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del egate process was -- it used to be a
wi nner-take-all. So if you won a state, you got
all the del egat es.

And it was Jesse Jackson's camnpaign
that said, No, you're entitled to the del egates
you won. Even if you didn't win the whole state,
you're entitled to your delegates. And it made
the pathway for a Barack Ghanma to becone the
first Black president in 2008, just 20 years
after his election canpaign.

W have a |lot to be thankful for
when we have the opportunity to see the
enbodi ment of public servants in the full panoply
of life. I'mnot going to say that Jesse Jackson
was perfect, because none of us are. But |
certainly will say that his influence in our
lives, in our opportunity to stand in this
chanber fighting for people, is a |legacy of his
that 1'mreally, really proud to be able to carry
forward

W can't all have the inpact that
Jesse Jackson had, but what we can do is nake
sure that none of us forget that we are al
sonmebody. And in times like this, which is

chal l enging for so many, his life and his | egacy
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really, really demands that we indeed keep hope
alive.

Thank you so rmuch, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Maj ority Leader.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you for the
resol uti on, Madam Leader, Madam President.

Atall tree has fell in our forest.
You can't get around that. A tall tree has fell.
Let nme tell you sone quick Jesse Jackson nonents
that | had with him

When he decided to run back in '84,
| ended up being the secretary, | don't know how,
of the Rainbow in my district. And we brought
hi mout to the Rockaways, Queens, the edge of the
earth, and we found a place and we filled it with
3, 000 peopl e inside.

And the nost curious thing, a big
noi se was happeni ng outside. It was getting so
scary. It was another 2,000 people trying to get
into this space. W alnost had a political riot,
people trying to get in. Jesse actually had to
go to the door and cal m everybody down so that he

coul d speak on the inside.
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Then he was speaking, and he said
somet hing that changed ny life. Now, you have
remenber, '84 -- the '80s was the height of th
crack epidemc. It was a bad tine to be in
New York. And with ny luck, | found nyself at
the epicenter -- I"'min the South Bronx. Ther
was no worse place at the tine --

(Laughter.)

to

e

e

SENATOR SANDERS: -- that you could

be at the time. Thank God it has changed.
But 1'Il be at the South Bronx.

so Jesse spoke, and he said he drove through t

And
he

Bronx to get down here. And he said, You know

what | saw. And |I'm saying to nyself, Yeah, |

know what you saw. M God, it |ooks like a war

zone. And |I'mjust com ng out of the
Marine Corps, and | understand that.

Then he said -- | thought he was
goi ng to speak of broken buil dings and he was
devastated. He said: "I saw jobs. | saw
bri ckl ayers and el ectricians and pl unbers.
the need for jobs.” And | said, Ch, ny CGod, t
man is right. | never even thought of that.
vi sion was sonething that -- way beyond what

peopl e coul d speak of.

saw
he
Hi s
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Then of course | had the pleasure of
working with himover the Wall Street when he
would go to Wall Street periodically and try to
get WAll Street to get right. W're still --
that's a work in progress.

My final thing that | want to tell
you about Jesse Jackson cane in 2009, two
t housand and -- actually, 2007, the predatory
| endi ng el tdown where the banks were sei zi ng,

t he nortgage conpani es, everybody feeding on

t hese poor people. And I'mtrying to organize
around there, and | said who can we get. |
reached out to Jesse Jackson and we |led a march
of around 300 peopl e through Sout heast Queens
with him

| actually brought himto -- ny
brother Leroy was chairing. W brought himto a
neeting of the City Council where we were worKking
on these things.

| can speak many nore things, but
time won't permt.

Atall tree has fallen in the
community. This tree gave us confort. This tree
sheltered us. This tree protected us. W were

protected frommany winds. A tall tree has
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fallen. You can't get around that.

But one thing about a tall tree
falling, Madam President, in order for the young
trees to grow, a tall tree must get out the way.
If the tall tree does not get out the way, the
young trees will die.

Jesse Jackson, one of the tallest
trees, has fallen. Now cones a tine when these
young trees need to get up there, need to take
their natural place in the world and say that "

am sonebody, " that we have value in spite of.
And so | amvery grateful for this
resolution, for this nmonment for Jesse Jackson,
and himletting everyone know that regardl ess of
where you were born -- he used to say you can be
born in the projects -- and | was, | was born in
t he Hamel Houses, very proud to say it. Born in
t he Hamrel Houses. | was not born in a hospital,
| was born in the Hanmmel Houses. No midwife. No
man, bl ack or white, slapped ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: My not her made up
for it, but that's a different story for a

di fferent day.
(Laughter.)
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SENATOR SANDERS: One story at a

| am sonmebody. And Jesse Jackson
hel ped nake it popular. Thank God for him

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Sanders.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We are sonebody. Thank you, Madam
Leader, for this resolution.

In "84 | was two; '88, | was six.
But Jesse Jackson looned large in nmy life. See,
when you were growi ng up young and Bl ack, there
weren't Andrea Stewart-Cousinses to | ook up to.
W didn't even have Mayor Dinkins till ' 89.

W didn't have an Gbama, we didn't
have a Speaker Heastie, we didn't have a Tish
Janes, we didn't have a Hakeem Jeffries. W had
Jesse Jackson

| used to think that he was one of
t he Jackson 5 back in the day. That was a
simlar last name. M dad said, No, this is a

di fferent Jackson, and he's doing different
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t hings for our conmunity.

There's always a sports hook for ne,
Madam Presi dent. Wen he went to the University
of Illinois on a football schol arship, much like
t he backward raci st thinking of the past, they
t hought that Blacks were inferior and coul dn't
pl ay quarterback. So he transferred to
North Carolina A&T, where he got to play footbal
but he got to ingrain hinmself with the HBCUs, the

Bl ack col | ege experience.

And there's so nany nore -- you can
read his -- so many nore things. You can read
his bio. | want to talk about the inpact that he

had on ne.

The national convention speeches
were incredible. But in 1989, when | was seven
years old, he appeared on a show that |'ve often
cited in this chanber called A Different Wrld.

There was an episode called "Citizen
Wayne." And | didn't realize the gravity of it
at that tinme. In 1989, Jesse Jackson had j ust
run for president and he was on that show That
is the functional equivalent of having like a
Taylor Swift or sonebody |like that on a sitcom

right now. That's how hot Jesse was. That's how
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i mportant he was, how crucial and critical he was
to the black community.

In the epi sode one of the nmain
characters, Dwayne Wayne, was running for
president, and he didn't feel that his issues
were being heard. And he was on the verge of
dropping out. And he spoke to Jesse Jackson and
Jesse Jackson rem nded himthat one man can make
a difference. That one person should not be
counted out, that you can rmake a difference.

This is pre-apartheid resolution in
South Africa and he was tal ki ng about how you can
make a difference. At the time, 12 mllion
peopl e were regi stered on col |l ege canpuses. They
coul d make a difference.

He spoke about the val ue of voting.
And at the conclusion of his speech, he said:
Let's vote about it.

| f you go back and | ook at that and
rewatch that, like | have -- it's on sone
stream ng services now -- it hits even different.
That speech that Jesse Jackson gave in 1989 on a
TV show coul d have been given today about the
power of the youth vote. About the necessity for

us to nake sure that we know that we are soneone.
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And there was a -- the funniest
nmonment in that epi sode, Madam President, is that
Dwayne Wayne's good friend Ron Johnson nmade a
poster, for those of us who watched the episode,
and it said three winners, and it showed Dwayne

Wayne and Ron Johnson and Jesse Jackson in the

m ddl e, and on the bottomit said "I am
sonebody. "

Seven years old. If | took nothing
el se fromthat episode -- "I am sonebody." It

nmeant sonething. You' ve heard the 1988 speech.
And |I'"mgoing to give you one excerpt before |
cl ose, Madam President.

"Take New York, the dynamc
nmetropolis. Wat nakes New York so special? It
is the invitation of the Statue of Liberty, 'Gve
me your tired, your poor, your huddl ed masses who
yearn to breathe free.' Not restricted to
English only. Many people, many cul tures, many
| anguages -- with one thing in conmon, they yearn
to breathe free. Comon ground!

That coul d have been given today.
Frankly, Madam President, that nessage is needed
even nore today than it probably was in '88. W

must renenber that we nust keep hope alive.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senator Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: | am sonebody. |
am sonebody. | am sonebody. | am sonebody.
Those words still affect so many of

us today. The opportunities that | had to
interact with Jesse Jackson, thanks to

Senat or Sanders back in the day. Wrking as a
young person to try to inpact politics, which was
my chosen desire, not having a role nodel, Jesse
Jackson was sonebody.

Jesse Jackson pulled so many of us
up and gave us the -- put the batteries in our
backs, put the energy in our souls, put the
desire in our feet. He created so many
opportunities. There would be no Mayor D nkins,
t here woul d be no Chicago mayor, there would be
no Atlanta nmayor w thout Jesse Jackson.

There are so many peopl e that got
involved in politics and governnent, sSo nany
peopl e that got involved in civic |life because he
took the time to try to inmpart in clear tones

what it neant to be inportant -- not inportant in
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a live sense, but in a real sense. |nportant
because you were putting the tinme and work in,
you were doing the research, you were making sure
t hat when you spoke, you knew what you were

tal king about. And that you were able to be
factual and go point by point with anybody who
tried to dispute your reflections or your desires
or the things that we needed to inprove our
country.

Jesse Jackson, noreover, was a
healer. He was a unifier. He tried to bring a
big tent together before there was a big tent.

He tried to make sure that peopl e understood that
he was about the entire country, not just sone.

He was willing to go to all parts of
the world to dedicate his fight for justice, to
make sure that peopl e understood that wherever
you were, whatever you were doing, you were
sonebody.

There's so many things that could be
said, so many things that have been said, and so
many things that will be said. But | just want
to say we need to keep hope alive. W need to
try toinstill in each other the tenets of

Jesse Jackson, to inpart to everyone that you are

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

887

sonmebody. That you're sonebody rel evant, that
you' re sonebody that should be listened to and
respected, that you should respect others around
you so that we can nake this world a better

pl ace.

Keep hope alive.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Fahy on the resol ution.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is hard to follow, but | just
have to stand today because |'ma very proud
Chicago native. |I'malso a little older than a
few peopl e that spoke, and the |oss of, the
passi ng of Reverend Jesse Jackson | ast week sent
me way down nenory | ane.

I"mafraid in nmy instance it was
back to 1968 and some of ny earliest nmenories in
wat chi ng the TV, reading the news, hearing about
the news, and the relentless presence of, at
first, MK, all that happened in 1968, but then
two of his nobst prom nent |ieutenants that
carried forth, and Jesse Jackson stayed and built

hi s career in Chicago.
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He now -- he was one of twd. The
only lieutenant, if you will, of that inner
circle of MLK that is nowstill alive is

Andr ew Young.

But Jesse Jackson not only witnessed
hi story. For the longest tinme, he really nade
history. He was truly at the crossroads, in ny
formati ve years, of some of the nobst defining
nmoments. Hi s groundbreaking run for president in
1984 and 1988 really changed so much and taught
us all about the power of the ballot box, where
he had 7 mllion votes in 1988. It conpletely
expanded voter turnout. Sonething that is now,
we see, fast forward to today, sonething that we
see threatened again at the national level. And
we see pushback regarding access to the ballot.

But it truly is one of the nost
remar kabl e tributes of what he did, along with
the creation of Rai nbow PUSH, the strides and the
rel entl ess push for economc justice, civil
rights, and maki ng sure that denocracy worked for
all.

It truly took courage, something we
all need to continue to take | essons from as

wel | as persistence. He believed in lifting up
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peopl e, protecting civil rights and creating the
pat hways.

In his menmory, and then in honor of
Bl ack Anericans everywhere, | think we all need
to remenber the words and his beliefs of justice,
dignity and inclusion. And | think that in honor
of his -- his |egacy, we have to be rem nded t hat
these are nore than just words. W have to
continue to follow through on those words with
action.

And t hank you for the tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Fahy.

Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First let ne thank Andrea
St ewart - Cousins, our |eader, for bringing this
i mportant resolution to the floor. And let ne
add ny voice to ny coll eagues who are honoring
this really inportant figure, not just in
African-Anmerican life, but in Arerican life.
That the life of Jesse Louis Jackson is one in
whi ch all Anmericans shoul d be thankful and

rem ni scent about the inpact on our communities.
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Jesse Jackson was a Bapti st
mnister, an activist. Someone who was protege
to the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He
was a civil rights | eader, founder of the
Rai nbow PUSH Coal ition. And that coalition
peopl e shoul d understand, wasn't a coalition of
Bl ack people, it was a coalition of people. That
he understood and taught the conmunity that our
struggle wasn't a singular struggle.

And | think you heard one of ny
col | eagues tal k about himcreating a big tent
before there was a big tent. R ght? And that's
exactly what he did.

But Jesse Jackson's life is a stop
in the continuum of Black prophetic vision and
activismthat we see not just in this country,
but that comes through African [ife. As | have
tal ked about other tines during Black Hi story
Mont h, that the history of African people in
Anerica doesn't start in 1619 in Janestown,
Virginia, but you have to go back to Africa.

And when you | ook, Madam Presi dent,
in West African societies, you have a joining of
| eadership that is both civil and prophetic, that

oftentimes | eaders are both politician and
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preacher, that they are president and pope. And
Jesse Jackson cones out of that tradition.
Because oftenti nes peopl e wonder why this man who
is this, you know, again, Baptist mnister, rises
to do this. Right? You |ook out at major people
groups in West Africa like the Akan in Chana, you
see the Asantehene. The Asantehene is both

presi dent and pope for the Akan peopl e.

Anmongst the Yoruba in Nigeria,
you'l | see Kabiyesi, the king, if you woul d.

Ri ght ? And Kabiyesi al so stands as both the
cultural |eader and also the religious |eader.
That is a dynam c which African peopl e brought
over with them

And so oftentimes you'll read things
and you'll say, Onh, Bl ack peopl e organi zed the
Bl ack church because that was the only thing that
the white slavemasters would allow themto do is
get together on Sunday, and that sinply is not
true.

That they brought with thema
spiritual epistenology. That is, they understood
truth and know edge vis-a-vis their relationship
to the spirit world. And so we |ook at early

resi stance novenents of Nat Turner, Gabri el
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Prosser, Denmark Vesey -- all prophetic
visionaries. R ght? Preachers, as you would
call them

And as you nove through tine, you
know, you'll see people |ike Marcus Garvey. The
first thing that Garvey creates after he creates
t he Uni versal Negro | nprovenment Association, the
UNIA, is the African Othodox Church. One of the
peopl e who cones out of the UNTA is the
Honor abl e El i j ah Muhammad, who then creates the
Nation of Islam And out of the Nation of Islam
is birthed Mal col m X

And t hen you have, out of that
nmovenent for civil rights that is born out of two
cradles -- one in the South, out of Atlanta, but
one out of Harlem-- with Garvey, you then have a
conbi nati on of people who see thensel ves as, yes,
prophetic voices but al so understandi ng that they
have to be involved in the civil life of their
communi ti es.

And so you see it with Adam C ayton
Powell -- and | nmean Sr. | haven't even got to
Jr. yet. Right? You see it with Adam C ayton
Powell, Sr. You see it with Adam C ayton Powel |,

Jr. Right? You see it anpongst, you know,
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Gardner Tayl or, who was the pastor of
Cor nerstone Bapti st Church in Brooklyn, right,
who baptized ne. Right? You see it with
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, right, the first
denocratically el ected president of Haiti, who
was a Catholic priest.

Those things don't cone -- they're
not -- those things aren't born in isolation.
And of course you see King and the
Sout hern Christian Leadership Conference. Right?
And peopl e |i ke Ral ph Abernathy and ot hers who
are all ordained mnisters.

It is out of that tradition in which
Jesse Jackson is born into. And so that because
we come fromthis |ineage of people who have
prophetic vision but then also are grounded in
the real world realities that people are dealing
with, he creates an organization that is not just
a noral call for America to change, but also a
soci al and econonic and people call for this
country to change.

And you see within the context of
both the things that he was involved in,
connected also to King -- people forget that King

essentially gets killed going to a |labor rally.
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Right? And that that cry for justice is one that
is connected to personhood. Right? Renenber
the -- the -- that when King is killed, right, in
Tennessee, what's the call that those sanitation
wor kers were saying? "I ama man." "l ama
man." Just real sinple things. Sinple. And you
evolve into Black Lives Matter, but it begins
with "I ama man," like "I ama person.” Right?

And Jesse had his take on it of
saying "I am sonebody.”™ And nore inportantly,
got ot her people to understand that they were
sonebody.

Senat or Bailey nmakes a really
critical point that what we see now, that we
can't go forward historically to being prisoners
of the moment. Right? And | often tell people
that in New York we're lucky that we live in kind
of a political Wakanda. Right? Wth people |like
Ti sh James and, you know, Carl Heastie and our
own Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins and an
African- Arerican |ieutenant governor, an
African- Anerican chief judge in the State of
New York. Right?

In this nonent we have nore

African- Aneri can wonen el ected to our State
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Legi slature than any other place in the history
of the United States. Right here in the State of
New Yor k.

And it's inportant not just for our
comunities, but for all communities to see that.
Because you can't be what you don't see. And
Jesse Jackson understood that. And in the
nmonments in which he is pleading with us to say to
ourselves, | am sonebody, it is at atine in
whi ch white Anerica is in fact telling everybody
that unl ess you are a straight white man, that
you are no one. That you do not exist. That you
are epi phenonenal and that you have not
contributed anything to the devel opment of this
country. Wiich we all knowis a lie before CGod.

And so you can't weigh what he has
done lightly. It is -- it is aload. It is a
lot, just in the rhetoric that he's left us wth.
And t hen when you take that in account to the way
that he taught not just Black America but the
Denocratic Party to organize is critical.

And agai n, ny coll eagues have waxed
poeti c about, you know, the fact that you would
not have Harol d Washi ngton -- who was, you know,

one of my political heroes, right -- and others,
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right -- or even Barack Ghama -- if you don't
have Jesse Jackson. You wouldn't have David

D nkins, right? And in part al so because behi nd
t he scenes, what people don't know is that the
same people were running all the same canpai gns.
Ri ght ? And supporting each other. That |
remenber that the first tinme | nmet Jesse Jackson
was actually on the canpaign of David Dinkins in
whi ch | worked.

And so that these nobvenents,
al t hough I ocal, were al so national and
international. Because Jesse Jackson was very,
very involved with the anti-aparthei d novenent
and very present with the el ection of Nel son
Mandel a.

And so in this nmonent we don't
mourn. We have not cone to bury Jesse Jackson
we have conme to celebrate his l[ife. And to say:
| thank you for all that you have done. That you
have run the race, you have finished the course,
and with a job well done. W all renenber that
we are soneone, and that we are the people who
were here the day before yesterday. And that we
will be the people who will be here the day after

tonmorrow, as we continue to | ove one anot her and
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work with one another -- |ike Senator Tedi sco and
| -- to nake the State of New York as great as it
can be.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Par ker.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too want to thank our Senate
Majority Leader for this resolution nmourning the
deat h of the great Reverend Jesse Jackson and for
honoring his lifetime of service, |eadership, and
advocacy for civil rights and for social justice.

You know, there's a song by a group
we may be famliar with, Salt-NPepa, it goes:
"What a man, what a man, what a m ghty good man."
Sonme people may know it. But | think nost
certainly Reverend Jesse Jackson was absolutely a
m ghty nan.

He was a m ghty human, a public
servant, an orator. He was nore than a | eader.
He was a noral conpass and a voice for the
voiceless. Born in Geenville, South Carolina,

he dedicated his life to the ideals of freedom
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and fairness for all.

| have sonme nmenories of himsimlar
to Senator Bailey. M father, back in the late
' 80s, brought nyself and ny sisters to canmpus at
Bi nghant on Uni versity where Jesse Jackson was
speaki ng about his -- it was a big rally, and |
was a little, little kid -- tal king about his
canpai gn for president.

And then | had the opportunity to
meet himnmany years |ater in Washington, D.C., at
a public policy conference, a national one,
tal ki ng about the inportance of fully funding our
school s and having nore equitable policies for
our public schools.

And so having those nenories of him
and al so just thinking about his | egacy that he
not only built on the foundation |aid by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr; he carried forward
the work of the Civil Rights Mowvenent with
courage, conviction and an unshakabl e belief in
the inherent worth of every person.

He chanpi oned voter registration,
econoni ¢ opportunity, and justice |long before it
was easy and nost certainly before it was popul ar

to do so. He was an instrunmental organizer in
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efforts like the Black political convention that
happened in Gary, Indiana, in 1972, at a tine
that was shortly after the deaths of both

Mal colm X and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
al so, at the sanme tinme, very inportant policies
like the Cvil R ghts Act and Voting Ri ghts Act.

And so all of his work, his body of
wor k, even as the founder of things |ike
Operation PUSH -- just the nane al one, for PUSH
People United to Save Humanity. And | have to
tell you, that nessage not only was true then, it
nost certainly is resoundingly needed now.

He is sonmeone that we all know had a
hi storical presidential canmpaign. And | won't go
further into that, as ny coll eagues have already
done an el oguent job in doing so.

But he rem nded us again and again
that we are sonebody. And those weren't just a
slogan, it was an affirmation of dignity that
hel ped countl ess Anericans see ourselves even in

ti mes when there have been consi stent,

still-present efforts to push towards our
erasure. That clarion call to action, "I am
sonmebody, " is a rem nder that we have to denand

to be greater, to demand justice, especially for
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t hose who are rendered powerl ess.

M. President, he was a diplomat, a
mentor to many, and nost certainly an inspiration
to countless others. And so today we renenber a
true chanpion for equality, excellence, equity,
humani ty.

And | want to extend my heartfelt
condol ences to his famly and to all who were
touched by his extraordinary work. May his
life's work as a public servant rem nd us al
that the true test of a public servant is not
just in the words that we speak, whether it's in
a chanber or out in the comunity -- that it is
really a testanent to the indelible positive mark
that we | eave behind on those who are commtted
to our collective progress, that we all are
inspired to really create equitable change in
t hi s chanber and beyond.

And so | want to continue to urge ny
col | eagues to not only join nme in supporting this
resolution, but also in honoring his | egacy by
continuing to push for nore equity through the
policies that we create here in this chanber and
beyond. That we all continue to enbody hope, and

that we all nmay continue to advance equity and
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that we al so enbody his work by continuing to be
what he was, a true servant of the people.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

M. President.

Just a few quick, brief comrents
along the lines of what all of ny coll eagues have
ment i oned.

My condol ences to the Jackson
famly.

Reverend Jackson carried the mantle
of peace and humanity that was enul ated by Martin
Lut her King.

And t hroughout his career, he |
t hi nk was cl ear about the way that we should nake
a difference: W should do so at the ballot box.
We shoul d do so peacefully and appropriately.
It's not nmeant to be done by burning down cities
and violence, but do it smartly and with dignity
and humanity.

So he will certainly be mssed. The
world is a better place because of the work that

Reverend Jackson acconplished in this state and
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in this great nation.

And a rising tide does raise al
shi ps.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brisport on the resol ution.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
M. President.

And thank you to our Majority
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for introducing
this resol ution.

| rise today to honor a man who
didn't just witness history, he rewote the rules
of what was possible in Anerican politics.

Last week we | ost Reverend Jesse
Jackson. While the world remenbers himas a
titan of civil rights, we in this chanber nust
recogni ze himas the architect of the nultiracial
wor ki ng cl ass Rai nbow Coalition that brought many
of us here today.

As noted earlier, Reverend Jackson's
i nfluence was the spark for so nany who dedi cat ed
their lives to New York, including ny
predecessor, Vel manette Montgonmery. |Inspired by

his '80s canpai gns, Senator Montgomery carried
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his noral center in this body for 36 years, and
" m honored to carry the torch that was lit by
Jackson and passed through her hands to m ne.

Reverend Jackson's legacy is a
living blueprint for our current |egislative
battles. On healthcare, he was a prophet decades
ahead of the curve, challenging us to dream of
doctors who are concerned nore about public
heal th than private wealth.

He understood that as |ong as
heal thcare is a commodity, those who w pe the
bodi es of those who are sick will never be able
to afford a bed in the very hospitals where they
wor K.

In this session we can carry that
mantl e forward through the New York Health Act,
finally fulfilling his mandate for universa
si ngl e- payer heal t hcare.

On econom c justice, he was the
first to fearlessly call for taxing the wealthy
to fund the disinherited. He saw exactly how t he
neol i beral consensus of Reaganoni cs was cutting
our communities, famously declaring: They
engaged in reverse Robin Hood -- took fromthe

poor and gave to the rich, paid for by the
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m ddl e cl ass.

He knew that racial battl egrounds
can only be won by finding econom ¢ conmon
ground, and he achieved this through his
i nsi de-outside strategy. He fanously taught us
that you need a hand on the outside to pull and a
hand on the inside to push.

He showed us that a canpaign is a
vehicle to build a novenent that survives past
El ection Day, holding power inside these halls
whi l e remai ni ng accountable to the power in the
streets.

That strategy will be on ful
di splay tonorrow. Thousands of organizers from
across the state are descending on this Capitol
tomorrow for a nmassive "Tax the Rich”
nmobi li zation. These are the patches
Reverend Jackson spent his life stitching
together -- tenants, workers, and students who
are the hand on the outside, demandi ng a budget
that prioritizes people over profits.

Reverend Jackson woul d have
wel comed their advocacy. He would have been
right there on the steps with themtelling them

to keep hope alive.
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We honor himtoday not with our
wor ds, but by answering the call of those
organi zers tonorrow, and legislating with the
same courage as he showed the worl d.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease open the
resol utions we took up today for sponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
179, Senate Print 4980, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 179, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, Helm ng, Martins, Miurray, Cberacker,
O vara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk and Weber.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
210, Senate Print 4950, by Senator Harckham an

act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
288, Senate Print 1892B, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 288, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Chan, Helmng, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
289, Senate Print 2280B, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
293, Senate Print 1618, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 293, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Hel m ng, Qoberacker,

O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Stec and Wl czyk.
Ayes, 47. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
302, Senate Print 371, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

Forgive nme. Cal endar Nunber 296
Senate Print 438, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 150th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
M/rie to explain his vote.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,

M. President.
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| reserved ny comments on the
Reverend Jesse Jackson because ny col | eagues
spoke much nore el oquently than | coul d.

And | wanted to speak it on this
bill that we are passing, because Jesse Jackson
said that poverty is a noral disgrace, that it is
not a personal failing but the failing of the
system

And we live in a systemright now
here in New York where if you are prescribed a
i fesaving drug and you wal k into the pharnacy to
fill that prescription, that you have no idea
whet her that pharnmacy and the organi zati on neant
to represent the pharnmacy is owned by the sane
conpany as the drug manufacturer that they're
trying to negotiate wth.

You have no idea whether the switch
conpany that ensures that your claimgets to the
insurer is also owned by that sanme conpany. And
you don't know whet her the rebate aggregator that
is neant to give the pharmacy rebate for generic
nmedi cation that is neant to drive down the cost
of drugs for you is also owned by that sane
conpany.

We have a corporate consolidation
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driving up prices for everyday New Yorkers and
poor New Yorkers who are having to choose between
putting food on the table and getting |ifesaving
drugs. That is a systemthat none of us should
accept .

And this bill ainms to insert
transparency and sunlight into a systemright now
that is ripping off New Yorkers every single day.

So | proudly vote aye and urge ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
M/rie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, I want to thank
Senator Myrie for this. You know, |ast year
voted no on this bill. | had sonme issues with
you know, where it should be com ng from and
sonme of the -- sonme of the | anguage probably
could be cleaned up a little bit.

But in principle, | agree with what
this bill does. W have seen the inpact of these

pharmacy benefit managers. Their job originally
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was to make sure that they could unwi nd the
conplicated | guess paperwork and bureaucracy of
filing for all of these rebates, right? It was
supposed to nake it easier for people -- for
conpanies, in particular to be able to pass those
rebat es al ong.

| nstead, they becane a parasite that
gobbl ed up all of those rebates. And they have
now created this massive organi zati on of folks
that are taking noney that is supposed to be
going, in the end, to make sure that people can
afford these drugs, and they are profiting as a
result of it.

And we may differ on sone things
many tines, but at the end of the day |'ve
listened to small pharmaci es across ny district
who are struggling. W' ve seen pharnmaci es cl ose.
We have pharmacy deserts, particularly in the
rural areas that | represent. And it's pharnmacy
benefit managers, their practices, that are
contributing to that decline.

So I'mchanging ny vote to yes, and
| encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 296, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Oberacker and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
297, Senate Print 634B, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 297, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
298, Senate Print 2128, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
M. President.

My col |l eagues, | rise today in order
to support this bill. At its core this
legislation affirms a sinple principle. If a

rebate is negotiated in a patient's nane, it nust
reach that patient.

| cannot remain buried in the
shadows of a supply chain while a fam |y stands
at the pharmacy counter cal cul ati ng whet her they
can afford the nedicine their doctor prescribed.

And we know the nunbers -- billions

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

915

of dollars in rebates flow through this system
each year. Yet too often patients with chronic
and conpl ex conditions pay cost-sharing based on
inflated |ist prices, even as insurers and
pharmacy benefit managers secure substanti al

di scounts behind the scenes.

That is not risk sharing. That is
cost shifting. Insurance was designed to spread
burden, not concentrate it on the sickest anong
us.

S2128 requires that nore than
85 percent of the prescription drug rebates be
delivered directly to patients at the point of
sale. It strikes a responsible balance, allow ng
plans to stabilize prem uns while ensuring that
nmeani ngf ul savings reach the place that natters
nost, the pharnmacy counter.

And this is about fairness, this is
about transparency, and this is about restoring
to a systemthat should never profit froma
patient's vulnerability.

Col | eagues, when a senior on a fixed
i ncome approaches the counter, when a parent
fills a prescription for their child, they should

feel the benefit of every dollar negotiated in
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t heir nane.

And for those reasons | proudly vote
aye and ask you to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 298, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
299, Senate Print 5049, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
302, Senate Print 371, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect 18 nonths after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 302, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, O Mara and WAl czyk.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
304, Senate Print 3203, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

We know very well that prescription
drugs are just too high. And for nany
New Yorkers, they are just sinply unaffordable.
Not because of innovation, but because of supply.
Because of corporate deals designed to bl ock
conpetition and keep costs inflated.

That's why we have this bill. As
you see on the description, it preserves access
to affordable drugs. Wy does anybody want to
oppose that?

This bill takes direct aim at
pay-for-play del ays where brand-nanme drug
manuf act urers provide incentives to keep

| oner-cost generics off the market. These
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agreenents do not serve patients. They do not
strengthen our healthcare system They serve
only to protect profits where famlies, seniors
and taxpayers foot the bill.

These agreenents -- the inpact is
clear. Lifesaving nmedication remains out of
reach, costs continue to rise, and our healthcare
system bears the burden.

By treating these anticonpetitive
agreenents as unlawful and strengtheni ng
enforcenent, this bill ensures that drug
conmpani es can no | onger hide behind | egal
| oophol es while New Yorkers struggle to afford
their prescriptions.

Accountability is essential, and
accountability leads to real change,

M. President. It is tine to put patients before
profits, curb these harnful practices, and ensure
that every New Yorker has access to affordable
medi cati on.

| urge ny coll eagues to support this
bill, and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 304, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Helm ng, Mattera, Murray, Cberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk and Weber.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
305, Senate Print 5939B, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 305, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
289, Senate Print 2280B, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo, why do you rise?

SENATOR PALUMBO M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment, and | ask
that you recogni ze Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Pal unbo.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
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and ask that you recogni ze Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick for purposes of that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick may be heard.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed anmendnment is germane to the
bill at hand because the bill at hand, according
to the sponsor's neno, enpowers victins of
domestic violence with information potentially
saving lives. And ny anendnent would do exactly
that as well, creating a persistent donmestic
vi ol ence registry to enpower the victinms of
domestic violence with information potentially
saving |ives.

According to the public policy of
California, three-fifths of donmestic violence
of fenders are rearrested in under two years, nost
of whom are rearrested for another donestic
vi ol ence of f ense.

Further, the Rockefeller Institute

of Governnent found that two-thirds or nore of
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female intimate partner hom cide victins were
abused by their partners before being killed.

These staggering and di sturbing
nunbers highlight the need to take action to help
wonen before they becone a victimor, worse, a
statistic.

Thi s anendnent would be a critical
step forward in protecting and enpoweri ng woren
and is nodel ed after legislation that recently
took effect in Tennessee and after bills that ny
col | eague Senator Mattera and | have introduced
here to bring this legislation to New York

This legislation, simlar to the
sex offender registry, would require individuals
to register as a persistent donestic violence
of fender if they are convicted of a donestic
vi ol ence offense after al ready havi ng been
convi cted of anot her donestic viol ence offense
prior.

The regi stry woul d have saf eguards
for sensitive information but woul d be avail abl e
to the public to serve as a tool to equip wonen
with the power of know edge of who they are
potentially getting involved wth.

As a nother of three young woren
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this legislation would help ne sleep better at
night, as I"'msure it would help other parents --
knowi ng that my daughters and all New Yorkers can
armthensel ves with information so that they can
hopefully never fall prey to abusers.

For these reasons, M. President, |
strongly urge ny colleagues to vote in favor of
advanci ng this anendnent.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator.

I'd like to remi nd the house that
this vote is on the procedures of the house and
the ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR PALUMBO Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill in chief

is before the house.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

Let's take it up that way, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Upon
consent, the bill has been restored to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is

no further business at the desk.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, February 25th
at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, February 25th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:55 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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