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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
February 10, 2026, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, February 9,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ri vera
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Health,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7894C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7457B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 170.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We're going to begin with an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e

st ands at ease.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

705

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:04 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:10 a. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Let's take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill: Senate Print 9155,
by Senator Krueger, an act to anend the
Cannabi s Law.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam Presi dent, we're going to take up the
suppl ement al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
351, Senate Print 9155, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anmend the Cannabis Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Let's take that
bill up on the controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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351, Senate Print 9155, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anmend the Cannabis Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Whul d t he sponsor or whoever is
speaki ng on behal f of the sponsor please yield
for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cooney, you're going to be handling the
guesti ons.

SENATOR COONEY: Yes,

Madam President. |'d be happy to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

O course we've heard about this
i ssue that -- where nmany shops that had been --
cannabi s shops that had been given |icenses
across the state were suddenly in violation of
the rule that was set in place as far as
di stances from churches and school s.

So what does this bill do to change
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t hat ?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This legislation creates a
framework for how we do those neasurenents. So
as it relates to the siting of adult-use
di spensaries, |egal dispensaries in New York, as
it relates to schools and houses of worship, our
| egi sl ati on defi nes how we do that neasurenent.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So it would be
correct to define this as sone kind of a m stake
that was made by the O fice of Cannabis
Managenent ?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The legislation is not
necessarily a correction as nore a clarity of
| egi slative intent of how this should be nmeasured
and why it should be neasured as such.

SENATOR BORRELLGC Madam Pr esi dent ,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

709

will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Vel |, as soneone
that was here when we passed this bill, the
| egi slative intent was exactly what we have here:
200 feet and 500 feet. So particularly fromthe
school standpoint, it seens very inportant.

So why now the change, then, if this
was what the |legislation actually read from
begi nning? |s that correct?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, correct. The |egislation
defined the nunber of feet -- 500 feet froma
school, 200 feet froma house of worship.

But how the agency itself was doing
t hat nmeasurenent, fromthe edge of the
school grounds versus fromthe center entrance
where students go into, was not defined in that
| egi slation or in Cannabis Law.

And so what we are doing is, as a

| egi sl ative body, providing that direction in
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Cannabi s Law so that there can be consi stency
across the state for how that neasurenent is done
and appli ed.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO You' re sayi ng
consi stency, but it's consistent. It's just a
matter of it's not consistent with what you would
like to see happen and was not how the Ofice of
Cannabi s Managenent actually approved and sited
it.

So it's not being consistent because
aren't they all not in conpliance now because of
an error that was nade in the interpretation of
t he | aw?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. There were a nunber of
appl i cants who were concerned of whether they
woul d either (a) be affected because they already

have a store sited or have submtted an
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application with an address that could be in
vi ol ati on.

But a | ot depends, again, on how
t hat neasurenment was taken, where that
measur enent was drawn from

By us providing that clarity and
putting it into Cannabis Law, we are giving
direction to the Ofice of Cannabis Managenment on
how to take that nmeasurenment so that there can be
a better understanding of existing adult-use
di spensary owners and future ones, the ones that
we're trying to stand up, the ones that we are
trying to push out the illegal stores, so that
t hey know the rules of the road. And |I think
this is good clarity for us to do.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | can tell you
that I hear fromny constituents all the tine and

read a | ot about the proliferation of marijuana
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anongst our youth. So I think it's particularly
i nportant that we be very careful with this when
it comes to our school s.

You know, schools are typically
spraw i ng places, right? They don't have one
entrance or exit, necessarily. And we always
have concern for things |Iike snoke shops, which,
you know, are under |ocal control

But nmy question is, why not just
grandf at her those that are -- that the m stake
was nade by the O fice of Cannabi s Managenent,
gr andf at her those, and then have the new shops,
the new -- because there's a backlog, |I'm
under st andi ng, of places that are waiting on
licensing to open. Wy not just grandfather the
ones that are existing and | eave this rule the
way it is going forward?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Excuse ne,
Senator, for that. | was trying to get sone
clarity on the backl og specifically.

So the agency nentioned 44 were
i npacted, and then we believe there's an
addi tional eight that could be inpacted. But

that al so doesn't include applicants in the
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process.
And so that's kind of the scope of
folk that we're working with that are inpacted by
this. | think the key here is that we want to be
as consistent as we can with ABC Law, but al so
provide a little bit nore structure. You
nmenti oned the safety of our children, which is
obvi ously inportant to ne.
You know, in this legislation you'l
see that we define for the school building
500 feet fromthe entrance of a school buil ding.
Under ABC Law, as you're very well famliar with

right, the school building is defined as

excl usive use of a school -- sorry, the building
has to be exclusive use of a school. W don't
put that in.

So any sort of m xed-use buil ding
t hat has a school is now included. So we're
actually being nore protective of students in
this process as it relates to the 500-foot rule.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | think you'd
have to agree that right now the cost of rolling
out this programnearly six years later is stil
nore than what we bring in in revenue so far for
New York State, especially when you add in the
addi tional costs of |aw enforcenent and the fact
that, you know, driving high has now surpassed
driving drunk in New York State, unfortunately;
it's now the nunber-one cause of accidents on our
roads when it cones to, you know, under the
i nfl uence.

So with that being said, how nuch
noney are we spending on the Ofice of Cannabis
Managenent ? How many people does it enploy, do
you happen to know?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Senator, we can't
recall the specific nunber or the actual nunber
of the enployees at OCMin the budget.

But | will coment that this fisca
year right now we're anticipating about
$194 mllion in state tax revenue, with that

actually increasing in next year's fiscal budget,
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to the point where actually the sale revenue from
cannabis will actually exceed that of alcohol in
next year's budget.

So while | acknow edge that there of
course have been bunps as we rolled out this
program and rolled out the -- stood up the
agency, it is now functioning at a |level where it
is bringing a significant anount of revenue into
t he state.

But I will -- to your specific
guestion, we will follow up with those.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Cooney. | really appreciate that.

So we are here six years, alnost,
from when we passed the |egalization of
recreational marijuana in New York State. And
even by the nost optimstic standards, we are
still underwater when it cones to what we have
spent up to this point just to create the
infrastructure, |let alone the additional costs of

this legalization on, like | said, |aw
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enforcement, nental health issues, and so forth.

Now | know t here are peopl e out
there -- the majority of New Yorkers believe that
peopl e shoul d have the right to consune |egally
cannabis. And | -- | guess | don't disagree.
However, one organi zation that feels that they
were duped by this chanber is none other than the
New York Tines Editorial Board, who were big
proponents of the |egalization of recreational
marijuana, but they basically said that New York
has screwed it up

At the tinme, supporters of
| egalization predicted that it would bring few
downsides. In our editorials, we described
mari j uana addi cti on and dependence as "relatively
m nor problens,” in quotes. "Many advocates went
further and clainmed that marijuana was a harmnl ess
drug that m ght even bring net health benefits.
They al so said that |egalization mght not |ead
to greater use.

"It is now clear that many of these
predi ctions were wong. Legalization has led to
much nore use. Surveys suggest that about
18 million people in the United States have used

marijuana al nost daily (or about five tines a
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week) in recent years. That was up from around
6 mllion in 2012 and less than 1 mllion in
1992. "

|"mnot going to go on, but the
New York Times Editorial Board did an exhaustive
study of the harnful inpacts of marijuana and the
fact that here in New York State it has increased
along with the problens associated with it.

So if people want to choose to
partake, that's up to them But when we start
tal king about the fact that children are now
using it at a nmuch higher rate than they have in
the past, and that we're tal king about how cl ose
a cannabi s shop can be to a school -- closer than
a vape shop, for exanple, in nost
jurisdictions -- we really need to think very
careful ly.

But on top of all that, we have
spent mllions upon mllions of dollars on the
O fice of Cannabis Managenent, and it has been
run like a conmbination of a Mafia operation and a
fraternity house. It has been inept, it has been
corrupt, and it has not done the job to create a
mar ket that is sustainable and can actually

benefit the people of New York State nore than it
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costs us.

So when | see sonething like this,
which is a corrective action -- | know we're
trying to dress it up like it's not -- a

corrective action for an agency that had |ots of
resources at its fingertips and screwed up
sonmething as sinple as this.

So what else is there to uncover?
How nmany nore Band- Aids are we going to have to
put on this? |It's disgusting. And the fact that
we have seen the results of what -- not just the
| egal i zation of recreational narijuana, because
quite frankly we could have done it. If we had
treated it just like alcohol, we'd be in a nuch
better situation.

| nstead, we | et people consune it
literally anywhere. There are no restrictions,
unl ess you're snoking it, on where you can
consune it. There's just not.

So we need to fix this. | think
that, parents think that, people that deal with
the fallout of this, like |law enforcenment, think
that. And now the New York Times thinks that.
So nowit's tinme for us to really address this.

And | am going to be voting no today
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in that principle. Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Borrello.

Senator Martins --

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let ne just step
in for a nonent. Can we interrupt the debate
nmonmentarily to all ow Senator Tedi sco to introduce
some guests in the gallery.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Tedi sco for an introduction.

SENATOR G ANARI S: We'll lay the
bill aside tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1315, by
Senat or Tedi sco, congratul ating the
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake H gh School Boys
Cross-Country Team and Head Coach Chip Button
upon the occasion of capturing the 2025 New York
State O ass B Cross-Country Chanpi onship

Senat e Resolution 1316, by
Senat or Tedi sco, congratul ating the
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake Field Hockey Team and
Head Coach Kelly Vrooman upon the occasi on of

capturing the 2025 C ass B New York State
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Public Hi gh School Athletic Association Field
Hockey Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Tedi sco on both resol utions.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Madam Presi dent and ny col | eagues,
" m pl eased to wel come not one, but two 2025
New York State Class B chanpi onship teans to the
chanber today fromBurnt Hills-Ballston Lake
Hi gh School .

For the Grls Field Hockey Team
whose head coach was Coach Kelly Vroonman, they
won their second consecutive state chanpi onship
on Sunday, Novenber 6, 2025, at Arlington Hi gh
School in LaG angeville, New York, with a 1-0
shut out, ending their season with an outstandi ng
overall record of 21 wins, one and one -- one
| oss, one tie.

Since 2012, the program has won
12 sectional titles, five consecutive
Subur ban Council titles, and now three New York
Cl ass B Chanpionship titles -- two consecutive
and three C ass B chanpi ons.

This coll ecti on of schol ar-at hl et es
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excel in the classroomas well, garnering a
col l ective 95.2 grade point average.

Al so, not to be outdone in the
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake School District is the
Boys Cross-Country Team and Coach Chip Button,
who, with the exception of just |ast year, has
won a state title every year -- every year --
since |I've been in the New York State Senate.

Now, Coach Button and his team no
| onger use the GPS to get to the Capitol
They're going to nake a reservation probably
right now for next year again, because they just
keep wi nning over and over and over again. Like
the girls, very inpressive.

The Boys Cross-Country Team once
again captured the New York State Class B
Cross- Country Chanpi onshi p on Sat urday,

Novenber 25, 2025, at Queensbury Hi gh School in
Queensbury, New York, finishing the season with a
dual neet record of 12 and one.

As you know, these are not uncharted
waters for this program as they have now won
eight of the last nine New York State Class B
Cross- Country Team Chanpi onships, with 13 state

titles overall.
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Li ke the Field Hockey Team the Boys
Cross-Country Teami s success translated into the
acadeni c space with a collective grade point
aver age of 95.6.

Madam President, | ask you to
wel come them congratul ate them offer them al
the cordialities of this august body. W're
proud of them and they represent everything good
about the 44th Senatorial District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Tedi sco.

To our guests, the Boys
Cross-Country Team W nning team from
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake, and the w nning
Grls Field Hockey Team -- and their coaches --
fromBurnt Hills-Ballston Lake, we recogni ze you
we honor you, you are extended all the
cordialities of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we now renove the tenporary | ay-aside on the

bill we're debating and return to that debate.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Weber, why do you rise?

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam President. [|'m hopeful that the sponsor
will yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COONEY: | would be gl ad
to.

SENATOR WEBER: Great, thank you,
Senat or Cooney.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cooney vyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: And t hrough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator Cooney, do these
restrictions only apply to nedical -- sorry, to
recreational dispensaries?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, they do. These adult-use
cannabi s di spensari es.

SENATOR WEBER: So through you,
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield, Senator Cooney?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you.

So nedi cal di spensaries can open up
right next to schools, daycare centers, places of
wor shi p, |egal recreational cannabis
di spensaries, and the illegal unlicensed cannabis
di spensari es that have unfortunately popped up?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. W'Il check on that and get
clarity for that, but I will say that the nunber
of nedical dispensaries that still exist in
New York State is actually dimnishing pretty
significantly because of the success of the
adul t-use recreational dispensaries.

It's actually an issue that |'m
wor ki ng on sone separate |egislation on, because
we know that there are nedical patients who do
need those services.

But we will check and get back to
you regardi ng the specifics on whether a nedical
di spensary can | ocate next to a school buil ding.

SENATOR WEBER: Ckay, thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,

will the sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you.

So the bill specifies forbidding
l'icenses for sites on the sane street and within
500 feet of a school or on the sane street and
within 200 feet if a building is exclusively
occupi ed as a place of worship.

So | guess ny question is, how were
t hese di stances deternined to be far enough?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |[It's actually nore restrictive
t han under the ABC or SLA procedures here.

So we are seeing 500 feet on the
sanme street fromthe building -- I'msorry,
student entrance of a school building,
whet her that is an exclusive school building or a
m xed- use buil ding where a school is |located --
and then 200 feet from a house of worship.

The 500 feet fromthat school
building I will note is actually doubl e plus sone

than under SLA laws. Right? And then it's al so
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nor e expansi ve because, again, it gives not only
school buildings that are exclusive use, but al so
t hose in m xed-use buil di ngs.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR VEBER: | guess ny question
then is, are there any other factors that were
taken into account |ike the 200 feet -- you know,
in New York Gty it's different than 200 feet in,
say, Rockland County, where, you know, 200 feet
could be a city block or half a bl ock away,
whereas in, say, |ike Rockland County, where |
represent, 200 feet could be alnobst -- just off
the property line of the school.

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Yes, of course we've been
t hi nki ng about that.
And one of the aspects that we

want ed to enphasi ze here is that we have, on both
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si des of the aisle, have been talking a | ot about
the proliferation of illegal stores. W don't
want these, right? They' re untested, they are

hi ghly draw ng because they have flashing |ights
and t hi ngs.

The way to push those types of
stores away from our young people is to nake sure
that there are legal stores that are filling the
gaps here, right, and going into communities
according to the law, and Cannabi s Law.

And so right now, Senator Borrello
nment i oned snoke shops, for exanple, also a prine

of fender here. W don't have any rul es about

where snmoke shops can site. Yet we still have
sone reasonable restrictions -- the 200 feet, the
500 feet -- for adult-use cannabis.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: Wul d a pl ace
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like -- | don't know, |ike a YMCA -- we have a
YMCA in the city of Nyack, the village of Nyack,
and they have after-school progranms and chil dcare
included in their -- their daily programs. Are
those factored into this di stance requirenent?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. And | appreciate the question,
as a YMCA kid here.

SENATOR WEBER: Aha.

SENATCOR COONEY: W | ooked at SED
licensure. So if a programis |icensed by SED --
so it could be sonme sort of pre-K program for
exanple -- that would i ndeed be foll ow ng these
regul ati ons.

But an after-school program
comuni ty-based, nost |ikely not.

SENATOR WEBER: Ckay, thank you.
Thank you, Senator Cooney.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Weber on the bill.

SENATCR WEBER: Madam Presi dent, in
my district |'ve seen a snmall village |ike Nyack,
who opted in and enbraced the recreational

cannabi s | aws passed right here in this chanber
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before | becanme a Senator -- |'ve seen the outcry
of the parents and busi ness owners not only
within that village, but throughout the county,
who do not approve of the direction these | aws
are taking in their once-quaint, famly-friendly
village, as additional medical and recreational

di spensari es continue to be added.

W' ve seen these parents and snall
busi ness owners overflowi ng out of village board
neetings, comng to ny office, and really going
t hrough the processes of even taking litigation
agai nst this village.

The bills we pass here in this
chanber have consequences. And once sone
changes are nmade, it's difficult if not
i npossi ble to go back. | know cannabis is not
going away, or it will ever becone illegal, but
we need to be conscious of the increased
normal i zati on of cannabis that conmes from
children and teens seeing nmultiple shops in their
town or people snmoking it on every street corner.

Wth that being said,

Madam President, | will be voting no on this
bill, and | encourage ny coll eagues to do the

same. Thank you
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Weber .

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | f the sponsor
woul d yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cooney - -

SENATOR COONEY: G ad to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: -- yields.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator Cooney.

I s it your understanding that
cannabis licensing is different than |icensing of

al cohol, whether it's beer, w ne or other

al cohol ?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|f you could clarify in terns
of how you are inferring the licensing. 1Is it

the process that the licensing is going through,
it's different?

SENATOR MARTI NS: well, the --
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Madam Presi dent, through you, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: el |,
specifically with regard to the di stances that
are applicable for these |icenses for cannabis,
as opposed to -- in the retail sales and
di spensaries in cannabis, as opposed to those
that are used for al cohol and al cohol I|icensing.

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Yes, to the degree that we
talked in terns of the educational side.

So we believe that these are nore
restrictive for adult-use cannabis di spensaries
than it is for perhaps a liquor store, in terns
of the distance between the educational buil ding
and the entity, the dispensary in this case.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, he
yi el ds.

SENATOR MARTINS:  And why -- why --
i n your opinion, why would there be a difference
bet ween cannabi s and al cohol when it comes to
di stances between the di spensary and either a
pl ace of worship or a school ?

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you for the
guestion, Senator.

| believe, you know, in the context
of the MRTA, which was of course the enabling
| egislation that created this Cannabis Law, there
was sone sensitivity to the product itself, the
cannabi s product itself. The ability to see a
new product that's available for adult use -- and
| think that there was sonme conversations in that
debate around that |egislation to extend that
from school s.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So beyond the
sensitivities, is there in your mnd, as the
sponsor of the bill -- and | understand, of
course, Senator Cooney, that there is a different
sponsor that is otherw se disposed today, and
that you're filling in.

But for purposes of your conference
and certainly your understandi ng, besides the
sensitivities, is it your understandi ng that
there is a difference with regard to cannabi s and
al cohol for purposes of these distances?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | don't knowif | would take

t hat assunption forward. You're selling a

adul t-use product in both a cannabis dispensary
and a liquor or package store, for adult use.
There's age-gating in place, there's restrictions
on advertising in both entities.

And in nost cases, and hopefully in
all cases, no natter where you are in New York
State, underage mnors are not permtted in those

stores.
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So | don't necessarily assune that
there is a major difference other than
sensitivities -- to your point, Senator -- around
t he sal e of al cohol versus the sale of cannabis.
As long as it's |legal sales of both.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Wth regard to
t he use of the cannabis after the sale, as
opposed to the use of the al cohol after the sale,
you know, | think we're all aware that there are
open container laws in the State of New York
And I"'mnot famliar with any correspondi ng
prohibitions with regard to the use of cannabis.

And | was asking if perhaps you are
and you can share any insights with regard to the
equi valent with regard to the use when you have a
retail sale and the use in public.

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. | think what you nmay be opening
t he door to, Senator Martins, is kind of on-site
consunption or inmediate use of said product
after the purchase.

As you probably are aware, Senator,
OCM has not cone up with any sort of regul ations
for any on-site consunption of their product.
And that's prohibited right nowin New York State
wi t hout regul ati ons bei ng promul gated by the
agency.

So if you are to be a consuner and
to purchase an adult-use cannabis product at a
| egal dispensary, you cannot, let's say, you
know, snoke that product in that store right
after you purchase it. Wich, again, simlar to
open container laws: You would not be able to
purchase a |iquor bottle and be able to open that
and consune it inmediately on-site.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: No, | was talking
nore about a bar or a place where they're
actually consunming it, and they wouldn't be able
to take that al cohol that they've purchased at
t he bar and cone out and consune it on the
si dewal k.

SENATOR COONEY: No.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Are you famliar
with any simlar prohibition with regard to
cannabi s after having purchased it, any
prohi bition on their being able to conme out onto
t he sidewal k and consum ng that product in
public?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, was just conferring just to
clarify.

And the best way to think about it
i s wherever you're prohibited from snoki ng
currently would apply to snmoking a cannabi s
product .

Now, | don't believe that there is
any sort of regulation in terns of any other type

of adult-use cannabis product such as an edible,
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for exanple, of where you could consune that
product. So theoretically you could wal k out of
a adult-use dispensary if you are a | egal adult
and have purchased that product, and consune t hat
edi ble -- or perhaps snoke that product if that's
permtted in that nunicipality in that space.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So there is a
difference if | have a bar nore than 500 feet
froma school and if | have a dispensary 500 feet
froma school -- and we'll get to -- we'll get to
t he di mensions in a second.

But if we are nmeasuring it fromthat
pl ace, that a bar -- a patron of a bar cannot
come outside with an open contai ner and consune
t hat al cohol on the street, but there is no
prohi bition on someone who buys cannabis froma

di spensary com ng out and either snoking it or
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consunming it closer to the school or in proximty
to the school, because the state doesn't prohibit
that. |s that correct?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, that is correct.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So there was a
deci sion by this body to approve |egislation that
woul d neasure the distances for places of
worship -- I'"msorry, Madam President, through
you, if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So there was a
deci sion made in licensing cannabis that had a
different regulation with regard to di stances,
creating greater distances from property |lines as
opposed to those that were in place for purposes
of al cohol 1icensing.

| s that your understandi ng?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, correct. Two hundred feet,

under al cohol guidelines, for educational
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institutions; 500 feet for cannabis.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: But beyond t hat,
Senat or, was there not al so the understanding
that that distance would go fromthe property
line, as opposed to the regulations as they had
been interpreted for al cohol use, which was from
t he entrance?

(Pause.)

SENATCOR COONEY: Just a little bit
of clarity, Senator Martins.

So you are correct in the sense that
the MRTA |l egislation tal ked about school grounds
or property lines. It was silent as it relates
to houses of worship.

The question is, in terns of where
t hat measurenent took place, how the agency

itself created that neasurenent. And this
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| egi sl ation seeks to correct that and provide
t hat cl ear | anguage for how they are supposed to
nmeasur e that.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So there are two
options here. |If the agency got it wong because
they misinterpreted the statute, there are two
ways of addressing that, right?

One would be to force the agency to
enforce the |law that was actually put in place
for the benefit of those who we seek to
protect -- in this case, children in schools and
peopl e attendi ng places of worship.

And the other is to pass a | aw that
actually | essens the protections that were there
originally.

Those are the two options, woul dn't
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you agree?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | could see that, although
will point back that | do not believe the
inference that this legislation |essens the
protections for children.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Senator, | notice
that in the legislation it speaks to places of --
or -- or -- entrances or places of ingress into
school s and does not speak to any egress, is that
right?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, that's correct.

VWhat we're using is entrances where
students regularly would enter a building. So a
| oadi ng dock, an energency exit would not be

counted in terns of where that place of
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measur enent woul d begi n.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Now, in rmny
district -- and every one of ny school districts,
and |''massum ng every one of the school
districts for everyone in this chanber, has a
singl e place where children enter the school in
t he norning, but yet they have multiple places
where children will |eave the school and egress
fromthe school in the afternoon or when they
| eave the school

For purposes of attendance and for
pur poses of accountability, there is typically a
singl e door for entrance but multiple doors for
egress. That's the experience | have.

Senator, | was wondering if you have
t hat same experience with the schools in your

district.
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SENATOR COONEY: So -- through you,

Madam Presi dent -- you're correct, Senator.
And | can -- we can visualize our
schools in our districts as well. You know, we

don't use the termegress or ingress in the
| egislation. And so we can infer that students
who are entering through a main entrance -- what
we're trying to get to in the spirit of this --
woul d al so exit fromthose, but that's not
specific to the legislation. You are correct.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So the word

ingress is in nultiple places, "in," but there is
no "egress" in the bill, just to clarify.
But, Senator, we -- we understand

that there are nultiple exits fromour schoo
buil dings. And ny -- ny schools, | have

obvi ously several schools, as do you, there

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

744

are -- these schools are typically large
bui | di ngs, very w de buil di ngs, sonetines
spanni ng a hundred yards or so, sone nore, given
t he size and di nensi ons of the buil ding.

You know, why were doors and egress
doors that may be nore on the edges of those
bui | di ngs not consi dered for purposes of distance
si nce people would be | eaving those doors and
comi ng out into the public and therefore be
closer to the dispensary than that -- than that
central door for ingress?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | think the best way to answer
your question -- and | appreciate it, because
again, | can visualize what you're referring
to -- is traditionally with the SLA, we have been
| ooki ng at points of ingress as the center point
for having these conversations.

But | can see your argunent around
poi nt of egress. As you noted before, Senator
Martins, we do not address that in the
| egi sl ation.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

745

yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: There is a --
there's a provision in -- in this proposed
| egi slation that says that "No renewal of a
i cense shall be deni ed because of the
restrictions in paragraphs A or B of this
subdivision.” A or B, Senator, as you know,
speak to the distances and how t hey' re neasured.

Can you -- can you tell us why that
provision is here and why that was included in
the | egislation?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So it's kind of a two-part
answer, if | can, Senator Martins.

One was to address the applicants
who are kind of already in place or have al ready
applied with an address. Right? W wanted to
make sure that they were not harnmed because they

followed the rules, they did everything right,
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they paid their application fees, and they have a
proposal. W want to nmake sure that they're

i ncl uded, grandfathered into this process,
because that is what their instructions were and
what they were told and instructed to going

t hrough t he process.

The other is if an applicant is
wor ki ng through the process and a school or house
of worship was to conme into play in that process,
we don't want to disqualify them Again, they've
done -- these are small business owners, in nost
cases; they have taken the work and done the tine
to do this, and we don't want to disqualify them
m d- pr ocess.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So you nenti oned,
Senator, they did everything right. Yet the --

the legislation that was passed and signed into
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|aw clearly said "fromthe school grounds."” And
so if they made an application that was | ess than
500 feet fromthe school grounds, by definition,
regardl ess of anything el se, that application
woul d be wong and they woul d not have done
anything -- everything right. 1Isn't that
correct?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | can understand that argunent,
Senator Martins. |In many cases that -- we have
| earned that the applicants thensel ves, when they
had applied in that scenario that you laid out,
were going by what -- the direction that the
agency had provided to themin gui dance.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So to take it a
step further, you know, | think it's clear under
t hose circunmstances that even though they took
gui dance, they did not do everything right.

But also, if the agency gave

i mproper gui dance that was counter to the | aw

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

748

t hat was passed providing greater protection for
t hose children by noving those di spensaries
further away fromthe edge of the school grounds,
woul dn't you agree that the answer here is that
nei ther the applicant nor the agency did
everything right, and that their answer should be
to correct their m stake, as opposed to putting
children at risk?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. The agency was foll ow ng what
in their opinion -- and again, |I'mnot here to
defend the agency. |'mhere to provide gui dance
on what had happened and why we can fix it.

But the agency had provi ded gui dance
based on |I believe SLA process, right? And
they're trying to -- they were interpreting the
MRTA as such to do so.

That is not, clearly, what is in the
spirit of what we were trying to do. That's why
we're actually prescribing the new neasurenent
| anguage in this legislation so that there is
clear direction, not necessarily the agency
interpretation.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Senat or, when --
when -- when this bill was presented to this
house, | wasn't here at the tinme, but | believe
you were. Did you have any doubt -- you -- as to

t he di stance that would be required to be

nmeasured with regard to the bill fromthe schoo
grounds as opposed to a -- an entrance to a
bui | di ng?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. You know, when | was proudly
one of the Senators in this chanber who voted to
support the MRTA, | was pleased to see the
500-foot restriction. How the neasurenment was
t aken place, froma door versus the end of the
school ground, we deferred to our agency.

But that is why we are now providing
that clarity here today.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Wul d you agree
that providing 500 feet fromthe edge of the
school grounds provides greater protection for
t hose school children and those in the school
bui | di ng than providing 500 feet fromthe
entrance, as defined in this bill?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. It's difficult to put a
val uation on that statenent

| will say | agree that 500 feet
fromeither the school ground or the center of
the building entrance, or the ingress, is nore
restrictive than what our SLA counterparts do
with their distance requirenment to a |iquor
store.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: But woul d you
agree, regardl ess of what the SLA does -- because
| would -- | would agree that it's an entirely
di fferent product they're regulating an entirely
different way -- but that there's a benefit to
protecting the children in that school by
nmeasuri ng the distance fromthe property line and
fromthe property as originally proposed, as
opposed to lessening it by neasuring froma
central entrance?

Wul d you agree that we are
| essening that protection by bringing that
di nensi on closer to the school ?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | can, again, understand
Senat or Martins' point here.

| would say that what we are doing
is we are creating a firmer econom c market
that's safely regulated in the process. And |et
nme give you an exanpl e how.

By having this new restriction, we
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are now openi ng up opportunities for safe and

| egal cannabis di spensaries to sell their

product. \What we have seen, unfortunately -- and
again, | think we can all agree on this -- is a
proliferation of these illicit stores and

snoke shops as we've seen pop up around school s.
And we don't want those.

And so what we're trying to do is
provi de sonme gui dance and some neasurenent
instruction to the agency to put a rule in place
so that we have a place for these | egal narkets
to open, but not be so overly restrictive that we
| ose the opportunity to open up nore |egal
di spensaries that will push out the illicit
mar ket that is creeping in, especially near our
school s.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

Thank you, Senator Cooney, for that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And then there we
have it, Madam President. Now we're talking
about the proliferation of illegal pot shops that

only are there because this chanber, when it
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passed its original |egislation, rescinded and
revoked all of the laws that we had on the books
with regard to giving | aw enforcenent the ability
to enforce those |aws and therefore to intervene
when we had illegal shops in place.

And so our answer, rather than to
protect the school children, rather than to give
and reinforce the guidance and the protections
that were in those laws -- which, by the way, we
believe weren't sufficient then. But yet rather
than sticking to those and forcing those
applicants that were inproperly guided to provide
siting near a school, noving them away -- what
we're doing is we're actually doing the opposite.

We're actually, through this bill
al l owi ng our schools to be put at risk and our
school children to be put at risk for the benefit
of econom c activity.

Wel |, Madam President, | for one
don't need that economc activity in nmy district
when it cones with the sale of cannabis. And |
woul d rat her see this chanmber reaffirmour
conmitnent to our schools and to our
school children, and the protections that were

there -- albeit, in nmy opinion, woefully
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i nadequat e.

But we're going in the wong
direction. |If the answer here is for us to
actually | essen those protections as opposed to
expandi ng those protections -- they're there for
a reason. And if you feel confortable doing
that, if menbers of this chanber feel confortable
saying it's okay, I'll do it 500 feet from an
entrance to a school -- and again, we each have
our own schools and our own school districts in
our m nds.

Think about this for a second. Co
past the ball fields. Go past the tracks. W
had cross-country athletes here today, and field
hockey athletes here today. You' re well beyond
the 500 feet. You're going to put these
di spensaries right on the property line of a
school

How woul d you do that? How should
we be doing that, and for what? Economc
activity? Pl ease.

This bill deserves to be voted down.
Everyone in this chanber knows it. And frankly,
it's on each and every one of us to understand

this is our opportunity to prioritize children in
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our schools as opposed to trying to cover up a
m st ake that was made by an agency that is out of
control

"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
| "' m hopi ng the sponsor will yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cooney, do you yiel d?

SENATOR COONEY: G adly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So today is
February 11th in 2026. Wen was this bill
i ntroduced?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |t was entered Sunday,
February 8th.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the Senate and
the Assenbly brought in staff on a Sunday to
i ntroduce this? Am| understanding that
correctly?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Qur staffs have been working
around the cl ock, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Did the Senate
staff that was brought in on Sunday introduce any
other bills, or was it just this Governor's
departnmental bill?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Qur staff is working on a

nunber of things. They can wal k and chew gum
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They were working on budget, they were working on
bills for this comng week. So |'m assun ng
they' re working on nultitasks.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: He
continues to yield.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And if this -- if
this bill was introduced on Monday, when nor mal
i ntroductions are done for our |egislative
proceedi ngs here, then it wouldn't have the
proper age to be voted on today, is that correct?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that's correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: So thisis a --
and | appreciate you yielding for the questions,
because | know this is a departnental bill sent
over by Governor Hochul's Ofice of Cannabis
Managenent asking for changes to a | aw that has
been on the books for five years.

It asks us to consider noving
cannabis licenses closer -- and | listened to the
debate -- closer to school grounds, closer to
churches. Wiy would we do that?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator, | wouldn't necessarily
accept the assertion that this bill is being
designed to nove schools and houses of worship
closer to potential adult-use dispensaries.

| think, rather, the intention of
this legislation is to put clear guidelines in
terms of how that neasurement will be taken as
it -- with respect to schools and educati onal
facilities.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But now you have
to be 500 feet froma school property and

200 feet froma church property. That was the

bill that was passed in this chanber, voted on
This bill would make it fromthe --

and | listened to the debate -- fromthe door

instead of fromthe property. It may provide

nore clarity when you're tal ki ng about measuring
out properties. |It's certainly easier to neasure
fromthe door. And the State Liquor Authority,
as you pointed out in debate, has a | ongstandi ng
tradition of doing this. |[|'ve seen those issues
across ny district.

| don't think -- is there any other
way for me to interpret it, though? | guess |et
me ask it this way.

WIIl this bill that Governor Hochu
has sent you, introduced on a Sunday, wll it
all ow you -- allow marijuana shops to abut school
property if they're within that new di stance from
t he door?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. In theory, to that
hypot hetical, yes, that could happen. As |long as
it'"s within the prescribed guidelines.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Whul d t he changes
t hat Governor Hochul has proposed here all ow
mari j uana shops to abut ceneteries if they're
owned by a church?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [It's a good question. | was
just conferring about the status of ceneteries
bei ng considered to be houses of worship.

There hasn't -- in our
understanding, there is not case |aw that defines
them as such. But renenber that this |egislation
specifically before us today is not talking about

t he gui delines of how nmeasurenent is done for
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houses of worship. Rather, just the -- it's
silent on that -- just the 200 feet.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But if that -- if
that cenmetery is owned by a church right now,
t hat woul d be consi dered church property and it
woul d have to be a I ength of distance from church
property, 200 feet from church property under
current statute.

| f this change goes through, wll
that allow themto abut that church property --
in this case, a cenetery?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Agai n, thank you,
Senat or Wal czyk, for the question.

The Cannabis Law is pretty clear
that it just says 200 feet from a house of

wor shi p, not defining the property line. So
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perhaps in that exanple that you have given in
terms of abut, it could happen. But again, we
have not seen that play out.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if that
cenmetery -- and creating sone intent here, if
that cenmetery is used actively for funerals, then
woul d that prohibit a pot shop fromabutting that
cemetery? (bviously, being an act of -- of
wor shi p?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. As long as it's within that
200-feet guideline, which is simlar to --
exactly the sane as SLA -- theoretically.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: |f a school has a
pl ayground towards the edge of its property, is
there anything that would prohibit a marijuana
shop fromlocating and abutting next to that
pl ayground so long as they're so far fromthe
school ' s door?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So |long as that space is --
nmeasured fromthe adult-use dispensary entrance
to the entrance of that school building --

500 feet.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Sanme question.

|f there's a soccer field -- soccer fields are
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300 feet by 360 feet, so they're automatically
going to be between that -- that space of the
entrance of the building and the edge of the
property. No matter where you place them they
t ake up sone space.

| s there any prohibition from having
a di spensary or any of the adult-use cannabis
| icenses abut a soccer field if it's on the edge
of the school's property?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. There is no exclusion for the
hypot heti cal that you gave, Senator, as |long as
t he cannabi s adult-use dispensary is not |ocated
on the sane street within 500 feet of an
educati onal entrance.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And | assune the

same is also true, there's no exception whet her
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it's a high school track or a football field or a
cross-country course, a marijuana facility could
abut school property that is directly adjacent to
any of those things?

There's no prohibition, if this
departrmental bill that Governor Hochul has
brought us here today becones | aw?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, correct. There is no exception
for any of those scenarios that you just
out | i ned.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So why woul d we
bring this change this law today to all ow
mari j uana shops to be next to school playgrounds,
tracks, soccer fields, ceneteries owned by
churches? Wy would we want that?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. | think it's inmportant -- and |
understand the line of questioning you have,
Senat or Wal czyk. | appreciate it.

| think it's inmportant for this
chanber to kind of think back to why we passed
the MRTA those years ago. Renenber that while
cannabis was legal in New York at that tinme, it
certainly was present. 1In all of our towns,
cities and villages and hamets, there was an
under ground market for cannabis.

Was it tested? No. Was it being
sold? Yes. Wis it being sold in schools? Yes.
We recogni zed that as a problem and we wanted to
nmove it out of the underground shadows and put it
into a legal franmework that we could regul ate and
safely tax.

Renenber that, you know, a problem
that we can't see is still a problem nonet hel ess.
So what we have done through the MRTA, and what
we are |looking to continue to do through this
| egislation today, is to nake sure that this
adul t -use cannabis nmarket is seen, is visible and
regul at ed.

We have set reasonable restrictions

in place to make sure that children and ot her
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vul nerabl e popul ations -- or worshippers in a
house of worship, as you said, Senator Wil czyk --
are not inpacted by having sonme sensitivities and
reasonabl e restrictions around that distance
requirenent.

Agai n, for the purposes of this
chanber, what we are tal king about today with
respect to our educational facilities is 500 feet
on the sane street neasured fromthe door and
entrance of our students' ingress to the door
entrance of the dispensary.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You tal ked a
little earlier in debate about how the O fice of
Cannabi s Managenent has failed to provide any
on-site consunption licenses. These are the
facilities in theory, when you passed the bil

five years ago, that sonmeone would be able to
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bot h purchase marijuana products and then snoke
t hose marijuana products or consume those
marij uana products right on-site.

| think it was described -- | was in
t he ot her chanber at the tinme, but it was
described as |like a beer-garden-type setting
simlar to bars with outdoor areas where soneone
woul d be able to consune or snoke marijuana
on-site.

Those laws are still on the books.
This doesn't do anything to change on-site
l'icensing, does it?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, that's correct.

| wouldn't accept the assertion that
the O fice of Cannabis Managenent has failed to
inmplenment it. They just have chosen not to set
up the regul ations that are perm ssive under the
original MRTA | egislation.

So the legislation that this body
passed created the opportunity for a license for
on-site consunption. However, the agency has not
created -- purposely -- the regulations for how
that |icense woul d be adm ni stered.

Now, there are people who want that
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Iicense, but the agency has instead focused on
maki ng sure that |icenses get out the door for
our cultivators and for our adult-use
di spensari es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I's there an
exenption in this proposed change from
Governor Hochul to the way that |icenses will go
for on-site consunption?

| s there any exenption in here, or
woul d this also apply to on-site consunption if
the O fice of Cannabis Managenent actually starts
I i censi ng?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. No, there is no application to
on-site consunpti on.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if thisis
voted on in -- in both chanbers and becones | aw
and the Governor gets her way, a state-licensed
out door marijuana snoking area coul d abut funera
grounds, coul d abut school grounds? You could
have an outdoor snoking area -- so long as it's
so far fromthe church door or house of worshinp,
so long as it's so far fromthe entrance to the
school building, those on-site-consunption
snoki ng areas woul d be able to abut school
property, church property?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [It's a good clarification
recei ved.

So the social |icense type that
you're referring to, Senator Walczyk, is not
i mpacted in any way by this. And so there is no

change to the restriction, the 200- to 500-f oot
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rule, in terms of grounds with respect to the
soci al consunption licenses. This |legislation
before us today only affects the siting and

proximty for adult-use cannabis di spensari es.

So to your hypothetical, Senator,
technically, if it's within that 200- or 500-f oot
rule, if the agency was to adm ni ster those
licenses, that could happen. But that is not
what is before us today. Wat is before us today
is only inpacting adult-use cannabis
di spensari es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, |
appreciate -- appreciate the clarification,
because we haven't had but a few days with this
bill.

So that nmeans for -- if they do

start licensing on-site consunption, those
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facilities for outdoor snoking, for exanple, wll
still have to be 500 feet from school property,
200 feet fromchurch property? Am|
under st andi ng that correctly?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that's correct, Senator Wl czyk.

So it would be 500 feet -- again,
for the social |licenses we're tal king about,
500 feet from school property and it's silent
with respect to houses of worship. But 200 feet
for a house of worship.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you for the
clarification.

Some | ocal zoning boards and sone
muni ci palities have been pretty aggressive in
their wanting to protect children, especially in

school areas, want to protect in zoning and
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mai ntain their community as they see fit through
zoning with regul ati ons on vape shops. W even
took up a bill yesterday really focused on how
frequently high school children are vaping.

What provisions are allowed to all ow
| ocal zoning if conmunities decide that they
don't want this?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | appreciate the question,
Senat or Wl czyk, because |'ve been hearing that
fromour communities too in terms of -- you know,
| cane out of |ocal governnent, so -- zoning
rul es and regul ati ons woul d not be necessarily
i npact ed here.

Remenber, conmunities that have
opted out would still be opted out, and they
woul d not be inpacted at all here. They would
not be able to site any adult-use cannabis

di spensaries in their community if they have

opted out.

| f they have opted in, the zoning
board can still set reasonable rules and
regulations -- time, place and nanner and such --

around the siting of said cannabis dispensaries.
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However, it can't do so in a way that would be
undul y burdensone and create a | ack of
opportunity. |If they had opted in.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR COONEY: Who gets to
determ ne whether it's unduly or unreasonabl e?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. [It's a good question. And
we' ve been asked this -- that question in this
town -- in nmy town, too.

Cenerally OCM as the agency, would
have the ability to give guidance and confer with
the local nmunicipality. It probably would be
also, as we -- this is a new area of |aw, as
cannabis |l aw i s debated and goes through the
judicial process, there could be case | aw derived

around it. But we'll get back to you with
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speci fics on process.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The fox guardi ng
t he henhouse. The O fice of Cannabi s Managenent,
whi ch wants to put these dispensaries closer to
school s, up to and including abutting school
grounds, gets to determ ne whether they like the
| ocal zoning laws that may prohibit themfrom
bei ng cl ose to school grounds.

The problemwith the Ofice of
Cannabi s Managenent is that pot shops -- the
problemwith OCMis not that pot shops are too
far away from schools. The problemis OCMis
poorly | ed and makes up their own rul es
consi stently.

| f you' ve wat ched soneone try to
license a facility in New York State, or you've
wat ched a community try to inplenment its | oca
zoning to prevent a pot shop from being next to a
school, you know exactly what |'mtal king about.

And | appreciate you standing in for

t he sponsor. The sponsor here is Governor Kathy
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Hochul . This bill is to cover for shops that are
already in violation of the law. It was
i ntroduced -- staff was hauled into the

Legislature, it was introduced on a Sunday j ust
to meet the aging, to bring it in here on a
get away day.

And here's what | woul d encourage ny
col | eagues fromthe other side of the aisle to
consider. In your original law -- which
di sagreed with so many things about, but at |east
you of fered a decent, decent -- could have gone a
ot further, in ny opinion -- protection for
school children. And protection for church
grounds. You at |east gave themthat respect and
t hat decency.

Five years | ater, the Governor and
the O fice of Cannabis Managenent conme here on a
Sunday, introduce a bill for this body to take up
to override that decency that you passed
five years ago. And for that reason only, |
woul d ask bipartisan opposition to this.

The O fice of Cannabi s Managenent
has been poorly led. This doesn't help themin
their | eadership. This only endangers the

school chil dren and the churches that you sought

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

777

to protect a little bit in the first place.

"1l be voting no, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senator Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the -- the sit-in
sponsor for all of the back-and-forth, because
you' ve been taking some notes and listening, and
| just want to share sonme thoughts that maybe we
take into consideration before we -- we vote on
t hi s.

First and forenost, regarding
codifying or aligning this with SLA | aws, we're

tal ki ng appl es and oranges. You know, we --

we -- you can't wal k down the street and not
snel | the skunky, disgusting snell. Pull up to a
stoplight and you snell it. 1It's everywhere.

But you know what? W pass | aws
regar di ng secondhand snoke -- and rightfully so,
by the way, because it -- it affects everyone
around you.

Al cohol -- 1've never heard of

secondhand al cohol drunkenness. So it just --
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we' re tal king appl es and oranges here. W need
to protect agai nst the secondhand snoke and that
ki nd of aspect.

Now, while the debates were going
on, the sit-in sponsor, Senator Cooney, said --
made a conment regarding on-site consunption and
said that there really is no restriction. So |
want to paint the scenario that Senator Wl czyk
kind of had, and that was we have an el enentary
school, we have a playground with a ki ckbal
field and then sone playground equipnent a little
further. And now we're going to have a pot shop

And you're going to have the
custoners going in and they' ||l nmake the purchase,
and they step outside and there's nothing
restricting themfromfiring it up and standing
around chatting, snoking. Just a little breeze
Will -- under this bill, that pot shop could
literally be a stone's throw away fromthe nonkey
bars where an 8-year-old is swinging. And
they're going to snell it.

| go back to the secondhand snoke
| aws we' ve been passing. They're going to snel
it. W're not hel ping these kids any. And

that's a real scenario. That's what's going to
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happen here.

| go back to yesterday. Yesterday |
stood right here and | was debating a bill with a
col |l eague, and in that bill we passed a bill to
all ow New York to basically police the air. W
passed a bill that would allow New York to
penal i ze conpani es that are operating in Florida,
or Nebraska or Oregon or China, because we're so
concerned about the air. And | said, Wll, it's
a gl obal problem The air, it's a gl obal
probl em

But we don't seemto be concerned
about pot snoke wafting over into a playground.
Which is nmuch nore realistic than you or | being
affected by a polluter in Florida right now.
That's very real, but we don't seemto be
concer ned about that.

| also want to tal k about sonething
Senat or Wl czyk brought up regarding | ocal
zoning. Let's not kid ourselves. There is no
| ocal control here when it cones to cannabis
shops. In fact, the -- Senator Cooney had
nment i oned sonet hi ng about the snoke and vape
shops and the fact that because of |ocal zoning

we really don't have control of their placenent.
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But we certainly control the placenment of the
cannabi s shops. ©Ch, yes, we do.

Let ne tell you, the Town of
Brookhaven -- there are -- there are towns on
Long Island that opted out, said, W don't want
any part of it. God bless them by the way. The
Town of Brookhaven said, W're going to go ahead
and opt in, but we're going to do so because we
know t hat we can control it through zoning.

So what they did was they said,
We'll allowit, but only in industrial areas.
Surprise, surprise. They don't have control over
that. Wat they've |earned, as we've seen shops
poppi hg up across Brookhaven -- and not in
i ndustrial zones -- what we |earned when | called
the AGs office to say, Hey, what's going on?
Well, no, no, no. The way they treat it is the
licensing is one thing. The state will handle
t hat .

But zoning's a whole 'nother thing.
That's a local issue. You ve got to deal with
that. Really? Oh, but with this caveat. If we
feel the zoning's too strict and we're not going
to get our noney, we're going to override it.

Do we really have control? The
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answer is no, absolutely not. There is no |ocal
control over this.

We are taking a m stake that was
made before, and we are conpoundi ng that m stake
at the risk of our children.

And there's -- and | didn't support
it in the beginning. There's absolutely no way
"1l support it now, because we've nmade it al
too clear today: It's all about the benjam ns.

No, thank you, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Tedi sco, why do you start to rise?

SENATCR TEDI SCO Madam Pr esi dent
woul d the Senator yield for a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yield for a few questions, Senator Cooney?

SENATOR COONEY: G adly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Senat or .

Just to clarify sonmething | think
you said in your previous discussions here. You
sai d that wherever you cannot snoke cigarettes or

t obacco, the sane |aws apply for cannabis,
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marijuana, snmoking that. |Is that what you --
heard you say?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Correct.

SENATCR TEDI SCO |'s the other side
of that coin a truisn? Were you can snoke
cigarettes, can you also, in the same places you
can snoke cigarettes and tobacco, snoke cannabis
and marijuana?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Yes, that's correct. Unless
there's a specific prohibition by a private --

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Excuse ne, |
didn't go through you, Madam Presi dent.

Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, would the gentl eman
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So maybe |I'm
wong on this. Wile you're driving a car, could

you snoke marijuana in the car while you're
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driving, cannabis?

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Senat or, | ust
getting sone clarity. Just one nonent.

(Pause.)

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. No, you cannot snoke marijuana
product while you are operating a notor vehicle.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. WIIl the
gentl eman vyi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO So there is
clearly a difference between snoking cigarettes
and snoki ng marij uana.

Can | ask you a question on how you
feel and why you think we can't snoke marijuana
and cannabis in a vehicle while we're driving?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The inpairnent, Senator. So
i mpai rment of cannabis, inpairment of open

beverage in a vehicle.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO. WIIl the
gentl eman yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO So do you agree
we passed a law to |l egalize something -- | think
you'll agree with this -- taking hot burning
snoke into your |lungs, whether it's marijuana or
cigarettes, is bad for your health.

And for kids in school, whether it's
hi gh school or college, when they're ready for an
exam-- and |I'll probably ask a foll ow up
guestion about do nore kids who are in
hi gh school or in |ower |evels, not college,
snoke nmore of this before they take an exam or go
to school. It affects retention and nmenory. And
it's bad for your health.

Wul d you agree we passed a bill in
terms of if you do it -- I know we'll make noney
off it. W invest a lot of nmoney into trying to
stop people fromsnmoking. | don't knowif we're

investing in people not snoking marijuana. But |
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think you'll agree they're both taking hot snoke
into your |ungs.

Wul d you agree it's -- it's
unheal thy to snoke either cigarettes or snoke
marijuana and bring that into your |ungs?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. ['Il let ny wife, who is a
nmedi cal physician, answer questions about the
sci ence of your bodies.

But I will answer you that for
adul t-use beverages and adul t-use cannabi s
products, we've put reasonable restrictions so
that adult -- consenting adults can nake
deci sions on how they enjoy that substance or put
it into their own bodi es.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. WIIl the
gentl eman yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COONEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So all of this
bill and the di stance and everything doesn't

relate to the fact that there's colleges, there's
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universities -- and kids are very bright right
now. They're 15, they're 16, they're 17, they're
going to college now. These requirenents don't
relate to Union Coll ege, Siena, Al bany State?
That's a question. It only relates to elenentary
and hi gh school -- high school s?

SENATOR COONEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | believe, Senator Tedisco,
you're referring to the educational institution
that would -- for proximty purposes.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes.

SENATCOR COONEY: Correct. This is
only for secondary school and primary school
educational institutions. And/or any |icensed
SED pre-K program

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you very
much.

And t hank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Tedi sco.

Senat or Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. Not to ask any questions.
want to thank Senator Cooney for -- for his

many -- his many answers today.
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And | want to thank ny col | eagues
that -- |I'mspeaking on the bill. | wanted to
t hank ny many col | eagues who -- who spoke today
as well and asked so many insightful questions:
Senator Borrello, Senator Martins, Senator Wber,
Senat or WAl czyk, Senator Miurray, and of course
Senat or Tedi sco.

This is not a bill that's clarifying
anything. This is actually a change. And it is
a change that is making our children |ess safe.
When this bill was originally passed, there was
no lack of clarity with respect to what the
restrictions were. The restrictions were
supposed to be 500 feet from school grounds, 500
feet fromschool property. And now we are noving
it closer. Nowit's being neasured fromthe
front door of a school, making it possible, as
conceded by Senator Cooney -- nmaking it possible
t hat depend upon the size of the school property
and where your fields or playgrounds are | ocated,
that you can literally have a pot dispensary next
to a playground, next to a soccer field, next to
a baseball field, next to a football field.
Literally right next door.

VWhile the rest of the world is
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recogni zing the issues that we have with respect
to marijuana proli -- proliferation, our citizens
understand it. | can't tell you how many
conplaints | get about people who want to take
their kids over to Citi Field and you can't wal k
into the stadiumw thout the stench of pot.

You're driving next to sonmebody on
the Southern State Parkway, with your w ndows
closed and with their wi ndows closed, and sonehow
the snmell of marijuana is com ng into your car.

But | ook at what this is doing to
our kids. The New York Post referenced a study
i n Novenber of 2025 -- and narijuana, by the way,
is illegal for anyone under the age of 21 -- that
one in five New Yorkers, New York children under
t he age of 21 use cannabis.

So the whol e notion, when this | aw
was passed, that sonmehow we're going to keep this
out of the hands of kids, that hasn't happened.
Twenty percent of kids under the age of 21
responded that they're using cannabis.

Acci dental poisonings of children
have increased, from 2021 to 2023, by 70 percent.
Ni nety-five percent of those poi sonings have

i nvol ved edi bl es.
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Cannabis use -- this is a nationw de
survey -- anong 12-to-17-year-olds has increased
from3.4 to 3.8 mllion users. Anong
12-to-17-year-ol ds.

And when you speak to our schoo
adm ni strators, one of the nunber-one concerns
that they talk about is the proliferation -- |
shoul d stop using the word -- the expandi ng of
t he use of vape products inside school buildings.

That's a danger that this
| egi sl ation continues to ignore. And as
Senat or Borrello pointed out, even the New York
Times, which in 2014 was a passi onate advocate
for the legalization of marijuana, even the
New York Tines cane out two days ago with an
editorial titled "It's Tine for Arerica to Admt
it has a Marijuana Problem"”

Wth all of the issues and with al
of the concerns that this Legislature and that
this Governor have to face -- concerns about
outward m gration or popul ation | oss, concerns
about affordability, concerns about public
safety, concerns about energy costs -- with al
of those concerns, it is this programbill from

t he Governor that she is rushing to the floor, to
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the point where we're going to bring in staff on
a Sunday to introduce a piece of legislation, to
let it age, to rush it through a Rules Cormittee
nmeeting off the floor with very little
opportunity to be able to read what's in it, and
to have it jointly considered by the Assenbly and
by the Senate today so we can get it into her
hands to pass it.

Wth all of the other problens that
we have, the Governor has chosen that |egislation
which will bring pot dispensaries closer to our
school s is what she wants to do.

Col unmbi a Uni versity Departnent of
Psychiatry: "Recreational cannabis use by teens
is linked to a risk of depression and
suicidality. Teens using recreational cannabis
are two to four tines nore likely to devel op
psychi atric disorders.™

This body, in legislation that I
cosponsored, has consi dered vape products which
| ook |i ke school supplies, |ike highlighters and
pens -- they can't be sold anywhere in the state.
Nor should they be. But the cannabis product
that goes into that vape can be sold right

next door to a school if this |egislation passes.
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|f there was one question | would
ask to Senator Cooney -- and I won't ask -- it
woul d be: Make this make sense.

So today what we're considering and
what the Governor, in her programbill, is asking
us to do is put a price on the safety of our
kids. And that price is a $109 mllion in
revenue out of $260 billion budget. It is not
worth it if that price was a dollar.

| amvoting no on this |egislation,
and | encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senator Mattera on the bill.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

Madam President. On this bill.

This bill is dysfunctional
government at its worst. Let's just talk about
i ke cashless bail laws. W can talk about that,
that you just sell drugs near or on school
grounds -- inmagine that cashl ess bail.

My col | eagues on the other side
passed cannabis in 2021, and it's been a disaster
ever since. |f pot, weed, marijuana, cannabis is

so good for our districts, why are we so
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concerned about safety? Wy only 500 feet away
froma school or house of -- churches and houses
of worship. What is this going to do, make this
wor se?

Qur | aw enforcenent cannot even do
their jobs. They can't detect this. CQur
col | eagues on the other side took the tools away
fromthemto do their jobs. They cannot detect
unl ess there is an accident or a fatality.

Cannabi s, pot, weed, marijuana is a
gateway to other drugs. W snell it on our
roadways. There it is, I'mat a Christmas tree
lightings with our little children, and you snel
it all over the place. | actually have to go
around and try to tell people: Please, go do
this in your hone. Go do it in your hone. Don't
do this where we have children

The bl ack nmarket is running ranpant,
we all know this. It's running ranmpant right
now. And |'mproud that both of nmy towns |
represent, Smthtown and Huntington, they opted
out fromthese dispensaries.

You know, going after these vape
shops that now are trying -- they're selling in

the back door. That's how bad this is. Yes,
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21-year-olds and over are buying it and then

selling it to our children.

It's amazing that -- the concerns
that we are using -- the revenue that's being
used for cannabis sales. |In certain towns,

they're using it for drug rehab facilities. How
is that not contradicting everything that we do,
that we're supposed to do in this chanber?

| magi ne that, the revenue's being used for drug

rehab facilities.

Again, this is dysfunctional
government at its worst. And Madam -- Madam
President, | just vote no. And again, this is
very upsetting and it's very upsetting to the
people that | represent in ny comunity and
New York State.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam President. Briefly.

You know, on the issue of |ocation,
it bears noting -- and | want everyone to
understand -- there are two towns in the County
of Nassau, the town of North Henpstead and the
Town of Henpstead, that are on the city line, on
t he Queens |ine.

There have been applications -- and
they both opted out. There have been
applications siting cannabis shops on the county

border -- not across the street, but literally
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where it cuts across property, they sited it
literally to the inch on the county border,
i npacti ng those conmuniti es.

Now, sonething | |earned when
first went into elective office is when you take
and make deci sions, be prepared to put it on a
poster when you run for reelection. Be prepared
to lead with it.

And so for everyone in the chanber
for the Governor on the second floor, when you're
comi ng up for reelection, be prepared to |ead
with this. Because if you' re proud of |essening
t he di stance between t hese shops and school s and
| essening the protections for our school children
across the state, be prepared to face the voters
when the time cones.

| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
to explain nmy vote. |I'll be voting yes on this.

| was glad to hear ny coll eague talk
about facing the voters with what we do in this

chanber, because we do it all the tine. There
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was a nonent -- | was going say not too |ong ago,
when it was actually | ong ago, when

Senat or Martins was standing right where you are,
Madam Pr esi dent, because the Republicans had the
maj ority back then.

W have faced the voters in this
chanber, over and over and over again, and yet we
sit here with one of the |argest majorities this
state has ever had. W will return with an even
| ar ger one.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, imagine if every day when
you got on the road to go to work in the norning
at 8 o' clock, you | ooked at the car next to you
and you saw a guy drinking a beer as he's driving
down the road.

O you wal k through a park with a
babysitter that's got a few children in tow and

she's got a big nmargarita in her hand.
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O you see a guy taking a break from
his job as a mechanic, chugging a bottle of vodka
before he goes in to fix the brakes on your car.

That's the world we live in now
because of the irresponsible |egalization of
recreational marijuana here in New York State.

It has proliferated everywhere. And even the
New York Times admts that we nmade a m stake
here.

And we | ead the nation in the
irresponsible way in which we handle it. And for
some kind of twi sted social justice reasons we're
goi ng to make things worse, not better. And
that's what this bill does.

So I'll be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"'mnot going to rehash all the
comments that were said during this debate.
Especially on ny side, | agree with nost of what
was said.

But | just -- when | think of the
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OB and | think of the cannabis issue in this
state, | just -- it just rem nds nme of the

i nconpet ence of New York governnent. The
bureaucrats in New York are the only ones who
can't make a go of it when it cones to selling
drugs and ganbl i ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: And, you know, we
need to consider that, | think, nore often when
we come up with legislation handi ng off
responsibility to the bureaucrats.

My good friend Senator Krueger is
not here, she's the sponsor of the bill. She's
not here because she's discharging her
responsibilities as chairing the budget hearing.

But I will say this. | do recall in
a debate the conversation she and | had on this
floor. She said that the reason for the 500-f oot
l[imt was to protect children. That's what was
said on this floor. And because the bureaucrats
in New York don't know how to neasure, because
they |l ost their measuring tape, here we are
putti ng governnent inconpetence and ineptitude
over child safety. And that's why |I'mgoing to

be voting no.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Thank you to all ny coll eagues for
t he debate today, because there's many things
that we | earned about this bill. The fact that
this came through on a Sunday and t hen went
t hrough Rul es and nobody, even, on either side of
the aisle, had the tine to really delve into
this, think about the ram fications, and have an
opportunity to suggest revisions or to say that
maybe this isn't the right thing.

As you' ve heard, our nost vul nerable
constituents, our children, are going to suffer
because of this.

| for one amvery tired of snelling
marijuana every tine |'"mon the Southern State
Parkway. 1Is it illegal to consunme or to snoke it
while you're driving? Maybe it is, but no one's
sticking by that, because | know that | snell it
all the tine.

And it's really -- we all know that
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this is a gateway for our kids to do other
things. And we need to do better. This body has
to do better. [It's our job to protect children.

So |l will voting no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Cooney to explain his vote.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | appreciate the debate with our
col | eagues today. And everyone is intentioned on
trying to get this right and trying to nake sure
that we keep New Yorkers safe, and | appreciate
t hat shared sentinent.

| just want to rem nd the chanber
and this house why we passed this legislation a
few years ago.

Remenber that cannabis is not new,
certainly to New York, and not to this country or
to this world. People have been consum ng
cannabis for years. But what was happening is in
the failed war on drugs, only certain people were

bei ng penali zed.
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This | egislation recognized that and
did something to correct that. Because let's be
very clear who those New Yorkers were. Those
were New Yorkers who lived in urban areas, those
were New Yorkers -- people of color. And for too
long, this state overcrimnalized and
over penal i zed those individuals. And in that
process, changed famlies for generations.

We corrected that wong, and the
voters of this state, as Senator G anaris pointed
out, have recogni zed that there was sone good in
that. And we have created the franework for a
| egal cannabis market in this state.

Has it gone perfectly? O course
not. But are we |ooking, through this
legislation, to get it right? Yes, we are.

For far too long in this state we
have created rules that only benefit sonme. W
are trying to find reasonable restrictions to
bri ng the underground nar ket aboveground so that
we can address and create a franmework which
benefits all New Yorkers equally.

The war on drugs was a failure.

This conference fixed it. And now we are | ooking

to make it better again.
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| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cooney to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

That may be true, all well and good.
There's still discussion and debate over where we
are. But the question before the house right now
is solely this: Do we want to change the law to
make it legal for cannabis to be sold next to a
school playground or next to a church?

W didn't expand it to protect
children, we are bringing it down to the property
line. That's the only question in front of us
right now W can debate all the other parts
that led us to here, but the question today,
three days after this bill was put in -- | want
to know where the fire is where we have to vote
on this today.

It was put in on a Sunday, and we're
debating it on a getaway day. | can think of
dozens of nore pressing matters that we should be
rushing through in three days to take action on.

But this is the fire today in

February, is we've got to rush so that we can
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al l ow marijuana di spensaries to be operating
adj acent to a school playground.

And there's no way on God's green
earth that my constituents want that. | find it
hard to believe that anyone's constituents think
that that's sonme sort of w sdom or justice.

And | will be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

This has been a very interesting
debate. Just want to touch on a couple of
t hi ngs.

Before we took steps to |egalize
cannabis in this state, you could buy, our
children coul d buy cannabis in every mddle
school in New York State. And that's not an
exaggeration. | would say to parents in ny
di strict who had concerns, "Ask your kids who's
selling weed in your school. They all know. "

And so when we open dispensaries for

adult use, there are very strict regulations in
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pl ace about the age of who could go in these
stores.

And I'lIl share an anecdote with you
that I was in another part of the state doing a
tour of environnental issues, and | was with an
Assenbl ywoman who wanted to take ne into a
cannabis shop in her district. And we went to
wal k in, the security guard stopped us and asked
for our age identification. | had ny driver's
license | showed. She had left hers in the car.

And he said, "I'msorry, | can't |et
you in." And she said, "But |I'ma nenber of the
State Assenbly.”™ And he said | don't care who
you are. |f you don't have your age
identification, you' re not getting in here."

So the notion that sonehow | egal
cannabi s di spensaries are allowi ng our school
students in and providi ng cannabis to school
students, | think is far-fetched.

Sonme of the other things, you know,
| certainly agree that, you know, the
proliferation of snoke and things |like that are
i ssues. But there are |ocal enforcenent
mechani sns for that.

But this |egislation was brought
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about, let's not forget, because there was a
awsuit. You know, this is not sonething that
we're just choosing to do willy-nilly. W are
responding to the courts. And that's why we are
under the gun on the tine frane to do this today,
because the deadline of the courts is next week
and we will not be here in session next week.

So for those reasons,
Madam President, 1'I|l be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| -- | appreciate the discourse and
t he debate, as we can di sagree w thout being
di sagreeable. And | believe that was done, for
t he nost part, today.

| can tell you, Madam President, as
| said during the legalization and during the
decrimnalization, | have never tried cannabis.
| have no personal interest in cannabis. It's
not for nme.

But for every New Yorker who has

been unjustly stopped and had their rights and
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their lives delayed and noved asi de because of a
pl ant was enforced unequally in other places --
to what Senat or Cooney was sayi ng, as sone of ny
col | eagues have said -- | think that we owe it to
New Yorkers to nake sure that not only do we
continue the work that we've done, but that as
this new section of law, a brand-new section of
law -- and all of us are policynakers. Al of us
care about policy. Oherwi se we shouldn't be
her e.

|f we're policynakers, we should
care about maeking sure we develop the law as it
conmes al ong and obstacl es conme along. An
obstacl e canme along, we as the | egislative body
in charge of meking sure things go right, we
decided to nmake it better. W're trying to make
it better. This is our job. That is what we are
owed -- that's a duty that we -- that our
constituents have in us.

So | support this piece of
| egislation and | appreciate the di scourse and
debate. | vote aye, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Murray to explain his vote.
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SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| wasn't going to speak again, but
inlistening to the statenents -- and | have the
ut nost respect for everybody in this body. But
when | hear statenents |ike "we solved the
probl em -- please. No, we didn't.

Before we | egalized recreational use
of cannabis, you did not snell it at every
stoplight. You didn't snmell it on every street
corner when you wal ked by. You just didn't.

And for some notion that you're not
going to find THC or cannabis gumries in a mddle
school, yes, you are. News flash. Have a
conversation with your SRO. They're there. It's
happening still. The problem was not sol ved.

And unfortunately, what we're doing
today with this bill, we're nmaking the problem
worse. Wiich is why I ama no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Wal czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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The O fice of Cannabi s Managenent
has been runni ng cowboy in New York State.
They' ve been very slow to give sonme licenses in
sonme areas, and in other cases they've been very
qgui ck, and even violated the law that this
chanber passed.

Wi ch is what brings us here today:
The Governor's departnental bill to cover for the
violation of the law that the Ofice of Cannabis
Managenent is under right now. Wthout that
court case that you point out, Senator, this --
this woul d not be necessary.

You passed a bill to protect school
grounds from pot shops. You passed a bill to
protect, a little bit, churches from pot shops.

This says the Ofice of Cannabis
Managenent ignored your |aw. They gave |icenses
that were too close to schools and too close to
churches. And because they screwed up, instead
of fixing their error, the Governor has now asked
you to pass her bill to change the | aw so that
it's no longer a screw up

So for the sake of checks and
bal ances in New York State, have all of your

speeches about recreational marijuana and what it
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means. But for the sake of checks and bal ances,
the Legislature has a duty here to see its | aw
that it originally passed through -- not to cover
for Kathy Hochul and her O fice of Cannabis
Managenent that continues to screw up and i s now
under the gun of the court.

"1l be voting no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 351, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Addabbo, Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Helm ng, Lanza,
Martinez, Martins, Mattera, Murray, Mri e,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison,
Scarcel | a- Spanton, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to

t he readi ng of the cal endar, pl ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

121, Senate Print 2459, by Senator Conrie, an act

to repeal subdivision 6 of Section 51 of the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 121, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan
Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker,
O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Wal czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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170, Assenbly Print Nunber 7894C, by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 170, voting in the negative are
Senators Martinez, Skoufis and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
190, Senate Print 372A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 190, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Lanza, Martins, Mttera, Cberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
198, Senate Print 6990A, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

"1l be voting aye on this bill, but
| wanted to communicate with nmy col |l eagues t hat
we speak often in this chanber about efficiency,
accountability and perfornmance. But too often
one voice is mssing fromthe conversation: The
voi ce of the worker who is wal king out the door.

Senate Bill S6990A is sinple in
structure but profound in purpose. It requires
state agencies to conduct exit interviews for
enpl oyees who resign or retire -- not as a

formality, not as paperwork, but as a practice of

| i stening.

Government, |ike any institution,
must be willing to exanine itself. A lot here,
al so. W dedicate public service -- when

dedi cated public servants choose to | eave, the
decision carries information about culture,
| eadership, norale, opportunities. And if we
fail to ask why, we fail to inprove.

And this legislation creates a
standardi zed process to gather qualitative

i nsight and protection for the disclosure of full
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i nformation, so enpl oyees can speak candidly and
wi t hout fear.

And it is about honesty. |It's about
trust. It is about strengthening the civil
service that keeps New York functioning every
si ngl e day.

And private industry understands the
val ue of exit interviews. The New York City
Council has enbraced this practice. And this
bill brings the sane standard of reflection to
the state governnent.

And if we are serious about
retention, norale, and buil ding agencies that
reflect excellence and dignity, then we nust be
serious about feedback. Now, good governance is
not only about what we build, but it's about
whether we are willing to listen and evol ve.

And for the integrity of our
institutions and the respect owed to every public
servant, | urge a vote in the affirmative.

And | vote aye. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
Senat or Jackson to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.
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SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too vote aye on this bill and want
to commend ny col | eague Senator Jackson for
ensuring that governnment can inprove upon our
public service.

This is an inportant bill that is
going to all ow our workers to give us due
f eedback on how we can inprove the services that
are delivered to our constituents. And
especially as we continue to fight for tier
equity for our public service enpl oyees, we are
going to be able to ensure that many ideas |ike
this are able to recruit and retain nore workers,
the very best talent in New York State, to serve
us and to inprove our government.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 198, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
200, Senate Print 116, by Senator C eare, an act
to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 14, this
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
224, Senate Print Nunmber 2067, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Vet erans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
240, Senate Print 2497, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 240, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Lanza, Rhoads, Tedi sco, Wal czyk and Wei k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 8.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
241, Senate Print 2597, by Senator Myer, an act
to anend the Fam |y Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 241, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Chan, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mirray,
O Mara, Ott, Tedi sco and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
242, Senate Print 3394A, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to amend Civil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
243, Senate Print 5285, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anmend the Surrogate's Court Procedure Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 243, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
244, Senate Print 5286, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anmend the Lien Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 244, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,

Chan, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
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Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Ryan, Skoufis, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
252, Senate Print 8440, by Senator Fahy, an act
to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you.

| rise today to vote aye on this
bill and just to give a little bit of history,
which I think is just so inportant. And it's
fitting that we are doing this in honor of
Sergeant WIlliam {sic} Johnson -- sorry, Henry

Johnson. W have a WIIliam Johnson too.
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This is renam ng a bridge here
locally, but it is just about so much nore.

Sergeant Henry Johnson was an i nfantryman who

served here -- from Al bany, served in 1917 in
Wrld War |, in a segregated all-Black National
GQuard reginent stationed in -- they were sent to

France during Wrld War |, again. They were
known -- otherw se known as the Harlem
Hel I fighters. It was U S. Infantry Regi nent 369.
While on duty there in France, they
came -- a small party canme under attack froma
raiding party in the Argonne Forest in France.
They were out nunbered by as many as three dozen
German enem es. Sergeant Henry Johnson was the
only unwounded survivor, who had to fight off --
first wwth his rifle, ran out of ammunition, then
used it as a club, then resorted to a bolo knife,
ended up with 21 wounds fromthis hand-to-hand
conmbat, but nanaged to save ot her wounded
conr ades, many of whom did not survive.
Despite this valor, 80 years went by
bef ore he was recogni zed and given the
Purple Heart for his severe injuries, although he
was awar ded the hi ghest honor in France right

after World War |.
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In 2002 he was given the
Di stingui shed Service Cross. And in 2015, after
al nost a century of advocacy, he was finally
awar ded t he Medal of Honor by then-President
Barack Cbama. Again, that's the nation's highest
mlitary award. And a shout out to
Senat or Schuner, who | ong advocated for that
awar d.

Fast forward to 2023. A bipartisan
congressi onal del egati on naned -- renaned
Fort Polk in Louisiana after Henry Johnson,
renamng it to Fort Johnson.

Sadly -- now we're to 2025 -- | ast
year the Departnent of Defense pulled that name
off, renaned the fort to -- under a different
soldier, but renaming it to Fort Polk. It was a
shock to all of us here in the Capital Region.
W can't undo this federal action at this tine.

However, in an effort to preserve
his | egacy and continue to honor him as one of
our -- probably our nost distingui shed honet own
hero, this legislation will renanme the
Pat roon Island Bridge, which is right here
bet ween Al bany and Renssel aer County, al ong

| nterstate 90. It will be renaned as Medal of
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Honor Reci pi ent Sergeant Henry Johnson Menori al
Bri dge.

It's nore than about renam ng a
bri dge or taking his nane off of a mlitary base.
This really is about trying to preserve accurate
and inclusive history and to recogni ze those who
served with such extraordi nary honor. Again,
he's probably our nobst distinguished homet own
her o.

So regardl ess of the attenpts to
rewite what has been proud yet painful history a
century later, tone it is also fitting that we
are doing this not just during Black History
Mont h, but honoring our true, accurate history
despite the efforts at the federal level to
whi t ewash that history.

So | proudly vote in the
affirmative. Thank you for this opportunity to
go through this painful but proud | egacy.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Fahy to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunmber 252, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
271, Senate Print 3256A, by Senator Cooney, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and
Hi storic Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
274, Senate Print 3693, by Senator Sanders, an

act to anmend the Penal Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 13. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 274, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
281, Senate Print 317, by Senator Sal azar, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 281, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, Helm ng, Lanza,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
284, Senate Print 1425, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| vote to -- | rise to vote aye. |
want to thank Senator Liu for sponsoring this
bill.

For those of us who live on
Long I sl and, airplane noise and approaches to the
ai rports has becone, over tinme, a significant
issue. It's a health issue.

Thi s body recogni zed that back in
2021, and again in 2022, when it passed
| egislation requiring the state to perform
studi es and environnmental studies neasuring noise
on approaches to the airports, understanding the
health effects to those of us who are in
Nassau County, Queens County, Brooklyn and
Suf f ol k.

Unfortunately, even though it passed
this body and it was signed into | aw by the
Governor -- it was Chapter 92 of the Laws of
2022 -- it required that that study be provided
by April 1st of 2024.

Madam President, we are now in
February of 2026, and that study has yet to be
presented. W have asked the Governor's office

to intercede. W have talked to the Departnent
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of Health with regard to the status of that
study. They have confirmed that they are working
onit. But it's not here, it's not done.

So maybe they can get to that. But
as we try to get the Governor to do precisely
what the law requires her to do and provide that
study, for the benefit of all those residents who
are i npacted by airplane noise across
Long Island, including the boroughs in New York
City, | am happy to support Senator Liu's
| egi sl ation that goes one step further with
regard to how we woul d characterize noise | evels
and nmeasure those noise |levels as we agai n seek
to protect the residents in our conmunities.

| vote aye, and | urge the Governor
to get on the stick and pl ease get that study
done and present it to the Legislature so we can
nove forward as wel |l

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the affirmtive.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 284, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, O Mara, Pal unbo,
Rol i son, Stec, Wl czyk and Wber.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

830

Ayes, 51. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, February 23rd, at
3:00 p.m, with the intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 23rd, at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Whereupon, at 1:13 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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