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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 9, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, February 8,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tinme |
nove to adopt the Resolution Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: All
those in favor of adopting the
Resol ution Cal endar, please signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Mayer for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Mayer for an introduction.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mextrenmely proud to have a group
of terrific high school students from
Manmar oneck Hi gh School here today in the
OCRA program

OCRA stands for Original Cvic
Research and Action, a programthat was started
by Joe Liberti, a teacher in Manaroneck
H gh School who has built his whol e program on
ci vic engagenent by young high school students.
Showi ng that notw t hstandi ng, as Senator Bail ey
said earlier today, this inmpression of young
people is entirely inaccurate.

W have students who are here to
wi t ness what happens in the State Capitol, to
make sure their voices are heard, and to learn
how t o advocate and advocate for the issues they
care about.

So | hope you will recognize them
and give themall the cordialities of the house.
" mso pleased they could be here and see us in
person, in action.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To the
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students representing the OCRA program wel cone
to the State Capitol. W extend to you the
cordialities of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| believe we're still on notions and resol utions.

| have a notion on behal f of
Senat or Ranmpbs. On page 8, | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 134, Senate Print 5990,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And on behal f of
Senat or Mayer, on page 12 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 176, Senate Print 2598,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain

its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
103, Senate Print 4030A, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 103, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Lanza, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
105, Senate Print 4513, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 105, voting in the negative are
Senators Ortt and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Sorry.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| am of course voting to support ny
bill that creates a public review process for
climate projects in communities that are

frontline to the environmental crisis, like mne
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in Queens.

We suffered trenendously during
Hurricane lda. They tried to put a peaker plant
in the part of Astoria | used to have prior to
redistricting. W just want our communities to
be able to have a say in what happens in them
W want to make sure that we are able to either
make projects better or to stop bad projects when
we can.

So this is about equity. This is
about maki ng sure the voices in disadvantaged
comunities are heard. And we are hopeful that
this is only going to strengthen our ability to
nmeet our climte goals through the CLCPA and
others so that we can nmake this a | eading state
in the fight for sustainability.

Thank you so rmuch, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 105, voting in the negative are
Senators Martins, Ott and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
106, Senate Print 4574B, by Senator My, an act
to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
131, Senate Print 2076, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

611

roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
138, Senate Print 1329, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
232, Senate Print 925, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 232, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Oberacker, Palunbo, Stec,

Tedi sco and Weber.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
235, Senate Print 4852, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
248, Senate Print 4804, by Senator Ryan, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 13. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just want to rise today and speak
in favor of this great piece of |egislation,
whi ch takes on a very real and a very urgent need
and concern for our first responders across
New York -- police officers, firefighters,
vol unteer firefighters, and our anbul ance
compani es.

I n many, many comunities, snall
comunities, particularly in rural areas, we are
heavi | y dependent on energency responders. These
are not individuals that are waiting around in a
station. Wen an al arm sounds, they respond from
home, they respond from work or wherever they
happen to be.

In an area of crisis -- in a nonent
of crisis, those seconds matter. But
unfortunately the physical |ayout of many of
t hese enmergency facilities creates unnecessary
hazards. Many of these stations sit al ong busy

roadways without traffic signals or warning
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devices to slow notorists. |n other cases,

vol unteer parking is | ocated across the street,
forcing first responders to cross busy roads when
running to the call.

The reality of this is very
troubling. Qur first responders put thensel ves
i n danger before they even get to the emergency
by having to dodge traffic.

This bill offers a practical
solution. It authorizes |ocal governnments and
fire districts to install signage, roadway
mar ki ngs, and traffic control devices around
energency stations to better warn drivers and to
protect our inportant first responders.

It al so strengthens enforcenment by
i ncreasi ng penalties and establishing a nandatory
one-year |icense suspension after three
convictions for a failure to yield.

Let's please protect our first
responders. And | urge this bill's passage.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
255, Senate Print 122A, by Senator Cl eare, an act
directing the Departnments of Environnental
Conservation and Health to establish
envi ronnment al standards for anbient |ead and |ead
contam nation in soils.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Speci al thanks to our | eader,

Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and our fearless
Envi ronnent al Conservation Conmttee chair,
Pet e Harckham for bringing this bill to the

fl oor.
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You know, | have been working to
eradi cate the toxic substance known as |ead for
nost of ny entire adult life. W' ve nmade great
strides, particularly in housing. But to truly
finish the job we nmust stop | ead poi soning from
all sources, direct and anbient, fromsoil, air,
and water.

So | proudly sponsor this bill
because no anmount of lead is safe in any form or
fashion. Therefore, we nust have the highest
standards. Lead poisoning is a conpletely
preventabl e condition, and we nmust join in unison
to forever eradicate |lead fromour homes, from
our soil and from our water supply.

And this comm tnent mnust be a
generational one with conplenmentary policy funds
and interventions that revolve and are
repl eni shed each and every year for as long as it
takes to make us, as a whol e, healthy.

Thank you to ny coll eagues in the
Senat e Denocratic Conference for always | eading
on these issues. | look forward to a day when we
can live | ead-free.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Cleare to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
266, Senate Print 9073A, by Senator Harckham an
act --

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
267, Senate Print 9074, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 267, voting in the negative are

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

618

Senators Martins, Oberacker and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
269, Senate Print 1062, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano to explain his vote.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

Today was -- is Arts Day in Al bany.
We had a series of panel discussions with arts
groups fromthroughout the State of New York
tal ki ng about how the arts are so inportant to
their conmunities in so many different ways.

This legislation in a |lot of ways
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speaks to that need statewide. By creating arts
and cultural districts throughout the State of
New York, we will find ways to better nurture the
growing arts comunities in places throughout the
state that historically have not had that |eve

of support from our state governnent.

We all know that the arts are
transformative. W know that the arts bring
about so many inportant things. Yes, of course
they are a huge econonic engine. But the arts
have the ability to pronote social discussion
t hat many other mediuns can't foster. And they
do it in a way that unites us, sonmething that we
need now nore than ever.

So the arts are inportant on so many
different |evels, yet they' ve overl ooked when we
t hink about all of the different priorities that
we have to deal with as a State Legi sl ature.

But | really believe that this
legislation will go a long way in ensuring that
| ocal arts organizations in places -- in
di fferent areas throughout the state that
historically don't have a | ot of support wll be
able to formcultural districts that they can

nurture the artists' community there and have a
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really strong econom c and social inpact on those
communi ti es.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
270, Senate Print 1377, by Senator Serrano, an
act creating a legislative task force on outdoor
envi ronment al educati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
272, Senate Print 83, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 272, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
280, Senate Print 195, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
282, Senate Print 353, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
283, Senate Print 1287B, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
291, Senate Print 672B, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
292, Senate Print 1180B, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 292, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Lanza, Murray, O Mara, Ott, Stec,

Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
294, Senate Print 9072A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Let's pl ease go
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to the reading of the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
138, Senate Print 1329, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield for sonme questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So in Section 2
of your bill it reads: The departnent -- meaning
t he Departnent of Public Service -- shall adjust
each utility corporation's residential fixed
charges upon such corporation's filing with the
department of an anendnment of rate schedul es
pursuant to Article 4 of this chapter to recover

only the fixed charges and operation and
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mai nt enance expenses directly related to
nmetering, billing, service connections, and the
provi si on of custoner service.

And it's that definition that I
really would Iike to ask you about, those fixed
charges. Utilities can only bill for netering,
billing, connections, custoner service,
et cetera, that you' ve |lined out.

So are systens benefit charges
included in that definition?

SENATOR PARKER: So as you know,
the Denocratic Conference in the State Senate has
really been the | eader in the state around
utility affordability. For a nunber of years we
have really been suffering as a state,
particularly our constituents, with very high and
unexpected surges in their bills.

The purpose of this legislation is
to narrowy define what utilities can add on and
not create, you know, a whole bunch of extra
charges to make bills, you know, balloon, and us
to create sone real deep affordability for
constituents around those bills.

So the systens benefit charge does

not -- is not included in these particul ar
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charges. |It's a separate charge.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are costs of
mandated infrastructure fromthe State of
New York included in the definition that you' ve
provi ded there?

SENATCOR PARKER: It's not in the
definition. Usually those things are decided
within the context of rate cases.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are customer
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benefits, solar contributions, are they included
in the definition that you' ve provided?

SENATOR PARKER: Not that | know

of .

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are state taxes
included in the netering, billing, connections,
custoner service fixed charges that you' ve
outlined here in this definition?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, they are not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Madam Presi dent, |
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are | ocal taxes
included in that definition?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, |ocal taxes are not included.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are state and
| ocal surcharges included in the definition
you' ve provi ded here?

SENATOR PARKER: No, it is not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Madam Presi dent, |
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are sal es taxes
included in that definition of netering, billing,
connections, custoner service?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, they are not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are gross
recei pts taxes included in that definition of
fi xed charges on soneone's bill?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
no.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What about the
state assessnent that people see on their bill,
is that included in those fixed charges?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hey are not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill
purports to reduce and -- as the sponsor said,
purports to reduce fixed charges on energy bills.
But none of the fixed charges that the state
mandat es, maki ng up sonewhere between 30 and
50 percent of your bill, are even included in the
definition of this |egislation.

And even if any fixed charges are,
utility conpanies will raise rates to pay for the
mandat es t hrough supply charges.

In fact, if this bill does anything

at all, it may actually reduce the cost for the
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fixed charge that is on soneone's vacati on hone
or a residence that they don't live at, nobody's
spendi ng power at, or a vacant apartnent buil di ng
t hat has nobody living in it whatsoever.

If there were any fixed charges --
and | tried to enunerate a nunber of them
couldn't think of any nore because the state has
put so many charges on your utility bills. But
even if it did reduce anybody's energy bill, it
woul d be reducing them for vacant apartnents and
vacati on hones.

This do-nothing bill will not | ower
the cost for New Yorkers in any type of real way,
and | vote no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng none, the debate is closed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO. Upon consent,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | appreciate the debate,
certainly appreciated the questions and the
answers. But there was a conment that was nade
during the debate -- I'll be voting no,

Madam President. But it says "the very high and
unexpected surge in bills." That was said just
during this | ast debate, the very high and
unexpected surge in utility bills.

When this chanber starts to consider
t he inmpact of policies on our ratepayers, on our
constituents, on their ability to pay for energy
before we pass bills -- and we have di scussed
this. On every one of the bills, including the
CLCPA, we have consistently warned about the
i npact on our ratepayers of paying for all of
t hese costs and the inplenentation.

Now, sonmeone can say,
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Madam President, that the cost of solar is |ess
than any other form Sure, if solar is working.
But that doesn't take into consideration all of
t he subsi di es that have been paid, the
infrastructure that is required, and the costs of
not being able to access that when there are
snow covered solar panels that don't allow for
the transm ssion of electricity, rmuch like the
| ast few weeks here in New York

"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his

vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam President. | just want to rise to
vote yes.

And I'"mglad to hear ny coll eague
nmention that we should be cognizant of policies
especially when we see that the I SO the
| ndependent System Qperator, releases a report
pi npoi nting the cost of natural gas for the surge
in the price of electricity.

"1l say that again. The

| ndependent System Qperator just rel eased a
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report pointing to natural gas for the surge in
el ectrical prices. Because natural gas is no
| onger sone hone-grown energy efficiency, it's
now an international comobdity. So | wanted to
put that on the record.

| thank Senator Parker for this
bill. 1'"lIl be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 138, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Lanza, Martins, Mttera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
235, Senate Print 4852, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
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| hope the sponsor would yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: VWhat does this

bill do?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This bill is very
straightforward. It requires New York's

Code Council to incorporate revisions, updates
wi thin 18 nonths of revisions and updates being
of fered by international and national code
st andar ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you for
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t hat .

The Codes Council, they already neet
four times a year, is that right?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | take your word that that is
accurate. That sounds accurate. | know they
neet a nunber of times a year.

| will note, given | think I know
where you're going with this, that the nobst
recent revision of the international standards
took our state's Code Council five years to
incorporate. That's why we're taking up this
bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: They' re al ready
required in statute to update the code every
three years, though, is that correct?

("No, not correct,” from counsel.)
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: | think you heard
t he answer through ny m crophone.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKOUFI S: But through you,
Madam Presi dent, |'m advi sed by counsel that that
is not correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you for the
clarification.

Through you, Madam Presi dent, would
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And one of the
ASHRAE st andards, that's al ready standard and
t hey have to update our code to conply with that
when it comes out already currently, is that
correct?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that is correct.

| f you |l ook under -- | guess it's
Section B, line 47, you see that in addition to

t hat one organi zation, we are expanding that to a
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list of three standards.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WI1l the

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yet one of those
three standards is the Anerican Nati onal
Standards Institute. Aren't we already nore
stringent in our building code than the
Anerican National Standards Institute?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. M understandi ng, confirnmed by
counsel, is that -- that these standards, these
national or international standards, can be
considered as floors here in New York. And so
yes, it stands to reason that we nay be nore
strict than sonme or all of these three.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wiy are the | ESNA
standards included in this new requirenent?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. What we're attenpting to do
with this legislation is really reflect the nenu
of options that are available to the state's
Code Council. That particul ar agency and those
standards are a -- a -- a very credible and
renowned set of standards. And so we decided to
add that to the set of three options.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, so the IES
is the group that gives sonme |ighting standards

recommendations. |In 2010, the IES changed their
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name to the IES; they dropped the "North Anerica"
fromIESNA. But in your legislation you say the
| ESNA standard. |Is that a 16-year-old typo?
SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. W' Il take that back and take a

look. This is a bill that dates back to at | east
2017. And | -- we will take that back and take a
| ook.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | brought up sone
of these concerns in the Housing Commttee, where
t hat probably should have rested. It certainly
woul d have if nmy vote carried the day there. And
| hope you woul d continue that back, to take that
back.

WI1l any of the changes proposed
here require Codes Council to revert to a | ess

stringent code than we already have?
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The answer is no, it just
requires the Council to make an adoption or at
| east a consideration of these standards.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So how will this
adaptation of a new requirenent with a coupl e of
addi ti onal codes and a requirenent for
Codes Council to adopt themw thin 18 nonths, how
will that | ower the cost of building new

construction, including houses, in New York

State?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | don't know that it has any
nmeani ngf ul beari ng whether that -- these

standards are adopted five years |l ater versus
18 nonths later, ideally sooner, as it relates to

cost.
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What | am nore concerned about in
advancing this bill is protecting your and ny
constituents. As you know, enbedded in our
Bui | di ng Code, at the core of our Building Code,
are safety standards.

Li kewi se, I"'minterested in
protecting your and ny firefighters who run into
snoke-filled buildings and rely on code
enforcenent and strict building codes so that
am dst the snoke in these houses and buil di ngs
they are not bunping into walls that shoul d not
exist, illegally, in especially apartnment
bui | di ngs.

So that is really the reason why we
are |l ooking to make sure that the standards are
adopted expeditiously, is to make sure that we
have safe construction here in New York State.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: How -- you know,
and | appreciate your wanting safety. As we
al ready pointed out in this debate, our code is
al ready nore stringent than all of these codes,

i ncludi ng the additional codes that you're
bringing in.

But |I'mcurious how |ighting
standards would make it nore safe for a
firefighter if you're using the Illum nating
Engi neeri ng Society of North America, which would
be a code that's 16 years ol d.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. A couple of things.

First, certainly in addition to
safety standards within our Building Code, there
are plenty of standards that speak to efficiency
and other factors in construction. And so it's
not an either/or; they all exist.

As far as lighting, | think if you
were to ask nost of your firefighters and nost of
your fire departnments, they would absolutely tel
you that lighting is a safety matter. And making
sure that there is efficient and -- | should say
sufficient lighting within our buildings here in

New York State absolutely is relevant to safety,
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in addition to efficiency, energy efficiency.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, |'m not
sure the 16-year-old code and whet her the
LED Iight bul bs versus an incandescent woul d
really nake a difference when we're tal king about
I ighting standards and our standard al ready being
nore stringent than that.

But | did want to point to a section
of your bill on page 2. Fromthe top, you talk
about the State Cli mte Leadership and Comrunity
Protection Act: "The Legislature hereby directs
that a State Energy Conservation Construction
Code be adopted to protect the health, safety and
security of the people of this state and to
assure a continuing supply of energy for future
generations, and that such code mandate t hat

econoni cal ly reasonabl e energy conservati on
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t echni ques be used in the design and construction
of all public and private buildings in the
state."

And that is true nowin | aw, except
for two lines. You have added in the state's
"Climte Leadership and Comrmunity Protection
Act," and you have renoved in this bill that
anyt hi ng be "econom cal |l y" reasonable. Wy is
the -- why is the word "econom cal |l y" renoved
fromstatute in your proposal here today?

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: Madam Pr esi dent
|'d like to first note this is the fourth tinme --
assumng it does pass after this debate, this is
the fourth time this bill will have passed this
chanber.

| know that my colleague is a
voraci ous reader of these bills and voraci ous
debater, and this has never been brought up
before? And so | question, what took you so |ong
to have this conversation?

Nevert hel ess, |I'm happy to answer
the question. The CLCPA, in the statute, in the
Scopi ng Pl an section of the CLCPA statute, it
al ready requires that the Code Council consider

the CLCPA. This is an incidental update to the
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statute. This is an incidental change --

basically, a codification of what already exists.

And simlarly, the deletion of
"econom cally" is incidental. If you | ook
several lines down, lines 14 through 19, this is
one of a number of exanpl es where the Code
Council shall -- they nust -- consider cost
ef fectiveness anong ot her considerations.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, the sanme
guestion | woul d ask back again: Wy
specifically did you renove "econonically
reasonabl e” from what the code shoul d be
consi dering, the Codes Council should be
consi dering?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Wether that word is there or

not does not have any inpact as to the Council's
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di scretion and ability to consider cost
effectiveness. |It's an incidental change, as |
not ed bef ore.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, it's pretty
glaring. And on ny sheet of paper it is -- it's
struck out and highlighted in red,

"economcally."” If it's incidental, then why
even renove that?

What this suggests to ne -- and this
is why | ask it -- is people are very concerned
about the cost of energy and the feasibility in
paying for all of the mandates under New York's
CLCPA.

And what you've taken here is a
coupl e of code changes that seem sem -- naybe
not even rel evant whatsoever to the State of

New York and you' ve subbed in, in alittle |ine,
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New York CLCPA and the Codes Council will, within
18 nmont hs, publish a new code under the CLCPA

wi t hout considering how nmuch this is going to
cost.

So | say again, why would you renove
"“econom cal ly reasonabl e"? How unreasonabl e
shoul d the housing costs and construction costs
be in New York State?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Mst of that conmentary is not
germane to this bill.

You answered -- or, rather, you
asked several questions that are not gernane to
this bill, and I have answered the -- | believe
the core of your question. [I'll answer it for a
third time, which is that, again, despite or in
light of striking that word or not, there is no
i npact what soever as to whether the Council can
maintain its discretion and ability to consider
cost effectiveness.

And again, | will point you to
lines 14 through 19, literally just several I|ines
under the word in question we're tal king about.

As far as whether the public |ooks

at this bill language or not -- and | suspect
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that there aren't too many peopl e of the

19.5 million who will exam ne this markup that we
are examning here. But to the extent that
peopl e have concern about that |ine being struck,
even though it has no relevance to the Council's
ability to consider cost-effectiveness, they wll
have that concern because el ected officials |ike
yourself will try and -- despite the facts,
despite ny answers -- go onto social nmedia and
cause a firestormof craziness with

m si nformati on and untrut hs.

And we've seen that even in just
recent weeks on your social media page, where you
tal k about hostile amendments and, you know, give
people all sorts of ideas and grief and
m sconstrue what happens on this floor.

To the extent anyone is going to be
concerned about this word that has no inpact or
rel evance what soever on the Council's discretion,
it is because you will mslead them and convince
t hem ot herw se

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Well, you could
have just called ne a liar --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- but | didn't
wite this bill. And | didn't renove -- | didn't
bring a bill into this chanber, ignore the

suggestions that were given in the
Housing Committee, and bring a bill into this
chanber that renoves "economically reasonable.”

You mght call that a lie, but you
wote the bill. Msinformation, disinformation,
you wote this bill. You sponsored it. You
brought it into this chanber.

And what it nmeans, by your own
adm ssion here today, is that you're taking the
CLCPA, you're bringing that to the Codes Council
you're forcing themto redo the code on a faster
tinmeline. You ve renoved the --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Excuse
me, Senator. Could you not address the Senator,

either of you. Could you address the chair. Not

you.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Sure, yeah. On
the bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Let nme try and be
informative with m sinformation

The problemis it's too costly in
New York State. W have a robust code. Cur
Code Council neets four tinmes a year. W take
i nternational building standards, we go above and
beyond them Bringing in lighting standards from
2010 and pretending like that's going to make the
life safer for firefighters is not going to
change a thing in New York State. Bringing in
the dimate Leadership and Community Protection
Act and then renoving "econonically reasonabl e”
fromthe Codes Council when they consider changes
to New York State Buil ding Code, that has an
i npact on everyday New Yorkers.

| know why it's done. W still
don't know how rmuch it's going to cost to have
the CLCPA fully inplenented in New York State.
The Conptroller a year and a half ago said
$340 billion. Well, we're just ripping the lid

of f and saying even if it's economcally
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unr easonabl e, the Codes Council still has to do
it.

So as we have a housing shortage in
New York State -- housing gets nore expensive
when you pass bills like this. 1'll be voting no
and encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng none, the debate is closed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO. Upon consent,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| al ways appreciate debate. |
appreciate inquisitive questions and the
back-and-forth. But in this instance | fail to
under stand why questions are asked if you're just
going to ignore the answers.

| stated literally at least three if
not four times that what ny coll eague j ust
remar ked upon nultiple tines is just patently,
factually, evidentiarily not true. And yet |
imagine this will be a clip on a social nedia
page in the com ng days and he will sonehow --
and I"'mnot going to use the L word, but he wll
m sconstrue, he will msinformhis own
constituents.

The reason why we're passing this
bill is very straightforward. W are requiring
t he Code Council to adopt --

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent .
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR SKOUFI S: -- to adopt
national and international standards in a tinely
manner .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senator -- Senator Skoufis.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Everyt hi ng we
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just heard a nonment ago has nothing to do with
this bill.

Thank you. | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: It would -- it
woul d be nice if we can keep the personalities
out of the debate on this floor as best we can.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator. | did ask our colleagues to do
that. Not one, | did | say both, and | pointed
to both. Thank you.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 235, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, Giffo, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
266, Senate Print 9073A, by Senator Harckham an
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act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec, why do you rise?

SENATOR STEC: If my friend and
col | eague Senat or Har ckham woul d pl ease yield for
a few polite questions.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR HARCKHAM Madam Pr esi dent
for ny friend Senator Stec --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM -- | absolutely
| ook forward to a few friendly questions.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senators. Can we keep it cordial.

Thank you.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. |If the
sponsor woul d pl ease yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

What is wong with this bill?
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEC: No, |'m just
ki ddi ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEC: Just ki ddi ng.
There's no reason this can't be a little fun.

In all seriousness, if the sponsor
woul d yield for a few questions.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you all.

Senat or, PFAS is sonething that
certainly this state and every other state in the
country has been trying to westle with and make
i mprovenents on, so | understand where you're
coming fromwith your intent on the bill

|'msure this will come as no
surprise to you: A lot of opposition nmenos and
concerns specifically about the effect that it's
going to have on cookware. And | know you've
talked to -- you're aware of those, and | believe
the -- | think the PFAS Action Network has spoken
wi th you, asked you about conform ng the

definition in your bill to be -- to conformwth
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t he EPA standards under the Biden adm nistration
that are still in effect, to nake it nore
manageabl e.

And they point to other states and
jurisdictions that have had sonme issues with it
and have gone there and al so pull ed back.

Are you willing to consider
something simlar to that?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Wel |, thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you to the Senator for
t he questi on.

You know, we as states are -- cannot
pass | egi sl ati on weaker than the federal
government, but we can stronger. And that was
the original author's intent -- renenber, this
| egislation was carried by a former coll eague,
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, for a while, and I'm proud
to pick it up -- is that we wanted to have the
strongest protection for New Yorkers as we can
particularly as we see the federal governnent has
weakened PFAS regul ation in other areas and has
weakened ot her environnental regulations that we
wanted to set the bar in a high fashion. And
that we wanted to include cookware. You renenber

the first -- the first version did not.
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Part of that was because there was
l[itigation in Mnnesota. And we saw that
litigation dism ssed, so that was no | onger a
concer n.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. |If the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you, Senator.

So a series of questions | just want
to ask here along -- to show a train of thought
here.

You're aware that multiple major
health and regul atory authorities, including the
FDA, the American Cancer Society, the Gernman
Federal Institute for Ri sk Assessment, have
repeatedly eval uated these chemicals with the
non-stick coatings and publicly concluded they
are safe for intended use in cookware and for
food contact applications. You' re aware of that?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

Madam President, | am
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And for every organi zation that says
they're safe, there are other organi zations that
say they're not safe. There are studies that
show when -- when Teflon is heated just as | ow as
350 degrees, it beconmes a threat to transmt PFAS
to food that's being cooked. Also that it
vaporizes, gets into the air.

And so, you know, we take very
seriously that PFAS -- the NIH estimates that
annual |y PFAS costs our heal thcare system between
37 billion and 59 billion dollars. And what we
are al so seeing, fromplaces |ike Hoosick Falls
in New York and places all over New York State
t hat now have to invest tens of mllions of
dollars to renedi ate PFAS from our drinking water
system is that rather than, you know, include
PFAS in consuner products and then fight to
justify it's safe, we need to stop including it
in the production cycle in the first place to
keep it out of our water supply when there are
perfectly fine alternatives |ike stainless steel,
ceram c, and cast iron, just to nane three.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

| f the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

So are you aware that severa
jurisdictions have recently decided to excl ude
fl uoropol yners or non-stick cookware applications
from proposed bans or restrictions, and these
i ncl ude some cowboy anti-health jurisdictions
i ke California, New Mexico, Vernont, Canada,
France and I11linois?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President, | am aware of that.

But there are al so Col orado,
Connecti cut, Miine, M nnesota, Rhode Island and
Vermont that now have included cookware.

So there is a grow ng body of
states -- nore states are banning it than those
who are choosi ng not to.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

There's one specific concern that
was brought up under the bill here. Starting
next year, on the cookware PFAS, cookware appears
to be defined as "refers to durable itens used in
homes, restaurants, institutional settings, and
comerci al kitchens for preparing, dispensing or
storing food, foodstuffs or beverages. These
itens are designated for indoor and outdoor use
and include pots, pans, skillets, grills, baking
sheets, nolds, trays, bow s, canping gear and
cooking utensils."

And there's concern with the
| anguage of "and include" because it certainly
suggests or raises concern about this isn't an
exclusive list but the list is beyond what's

listed there.

So are you -- are you -- do you
share -- how woul d you address those that are
concerned that -- that the | anguage that says

"and i ncl ude" doesn't exclude others?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, let me just confer with counsel,
and quick -- a quick sec and we'll get you
answers.

SENATOR STEC: Ckay, thank you.

(Pause.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Through you, Madam President. Thank you for the
guestion, Senator.

W're -- it's not just the -- the
actual cookware itself. W're also thinking in
terms of the production, the disposal, and the
end of life cycle.

And again, the goal is to -- to
el im nate PFAS fromthe broadest spectrum of
categories that we can, because it's not just the
PFAS on the product, it's in the production and
it's also in the end of life cycle when we're
tal king about landfill |eachate and | eaking into
our aquifers and fragile drinking water systens.

And again, we -- we tal k about
Hoosick Falls, with the two settlenments conbi ned,
it was over $92 mllion. And we -- we see
muni ci palities all across the state spending

mllions of dollars to renedi ate PFAS of
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different sorts in public drinking water. And
whet her that's fromthe production side or the
end of life cycle side.

And, you know, then we -- we | ook
at, you know, sone other exanples. New Jersey
just settled with DuPont for $2 billion. So this
is not good for the businesses, and it's not good
for our nunicipalities.

SENATOR STEC: On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATCR STEC: | thank the Senat or
for answering the questions.

To just circle back, the "and
i ncl ude" | anguage rai ses concerns about what
products would be incorporated into this ban. It
could potentially include any product in the
kitchen, including several najor appliances such
as your mcrowave, your stove and your
refrigerator.

Again, | don't doubt the -- the
sponsor's intent here to try to -- to address
something. | do question the precision of the

| anguage, the unintended consequences that |'ve
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poi nted out, the numerous other states that again
are inclined to head down this path and have
started down this path and have found that for a
variety of reasons it's unnmanageable, that you're
tal ki ng about potentially 15,000 different
conmpounds that we would try to nmanage.

And, frankly, having every state do
its own thing and requiring manufacturers to --
totry to nake a product that's going to be
sal eable in New York State and then anot her one
that's -- that can be sold in Illinois and
anot her one that can be sold in Texas.

You know, | question the w sdom of
t he econom cs of that, the science. It seens
i ke, once again, New York has identified an
i ssue and has gone far -- far farther than need
be to try to get ahold of something when, again,
we can benefit fromthe experience of other
states, other jurisdictions, other countries.

| don't know that the EPA has a
reputation -- or certainly the American Cancer
Soci ety has a reputation for being cavalier on
public health. But, you know, they have
expressed concerns with overly applying, you

know, a ban to apply to all cookware.
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There's debate as to whether these
alternatives are truly alternatives. You know,
certainly tried and true technol ogy, but not the

sanme as the cookware that we're tal king about

here.

| think that the bill just goes too
far. 1t's not the first tine that | think I've
seen this in Albany. And | will be voting no and

encourage ny coll eagues to do the sane until ours
isalittle nore inline with what the federa
government and ot her states are doing as far as
t he definition.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO. Upon consent,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2028.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

And | just want to assure you that |
was being sincere, and so was Senator Stec, at
t he begi nning when we said we woul d have a
cheerful debate. | have nothing but the highest
regard for Senator Stec and al ways appreciate a
good vi gorous debate.

But | think it is so inportant that
not a day goes by where we don't |earn nore about
t he dangers of PFAS. And as counsel nentioned to
me in the mdst of the debate and rem nded ne
that it's not just about the product itself, it's
the production cycle, it's the product, and it's
the end of life cycle. And we need to think
broadly about that as it costs our municipalities
tens of mllions of dollars a year. And

according to the NIH, it's costing us anywhere
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from-- close to $59 billion annually in
heal t hcare costs. You know, the dangers from
PFAS are real

And so | understand there is a
reluctance to take a broad approach, and sone
want to take a nore increnmental approach. But |
woul d argue as New York goes, so goes the rest of
t he nati on.

We're proud of this bill. W want
to thank forner Senator Hoyl man-Sigal, now the
Manhatt an Borough president, for his work on the
bill. And I'mproudly voting aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: | want to thank
Senat or Harckham for this bill.

Earlier today we passed ny bil
about rmeasuring and reporting PFAS em ssions into
our waterways from-- fromindustrial and waste
managemnment sources. And the only reason we need
that is because PFAS is getting into the
envi ronnment upstream t hrough products that are

being sold in the stores and t hrough the way we
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use those products in our lives.

Al nost -- pretty nuch everyone in
this room has got PFAS in our bodies, in our
organs. It's found in nother's mlk. W need to
get these products out of our stores. And | as a
cook and a nom | want to know that |'m using
products when |'m cooking that are free of PFAS
so that I'mnot poisoning ny famly.

We're not tal king about taking
anyone's cookware away, we're just tal king about
maki ng sure that what's being sold going forward
is safe. And | think that is our job. | am
proud that we're voting for this.

| agai n thank Senator Harckham for
this bill, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 266, voting in the negative are
Senators Chan, Giffo, Lanza, Qoeracker, Ott,
Rhoads, Stec, Walczyk and Wi k. Also
Senat or Tedi sco.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
282, Senate Print 353, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Borrello.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Borrello be heard on the
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator. The appeal has been nade and
recogni zed, and Senator Borrello may be heard.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam President. Well, I'm hoping that ny words

here today, conbined with this suit that I'm
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wearing, will convince you that this bill is
i ndeed germane to the bill-in-chief.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Ni ce

suit.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR BORRELLO So today we're
here to talk about this bill that is about having

t he Senate approve the Medicaid director, which
think is a good idea. | think this chanber
shoul d absol utely be approvi ng sonmeone who has
control of what is now approaching nearly half of
New York State's budget.

That's right. Right now, Medicaid
accounts for $115 billion of a $260 billion
budget proposal .

So what our bill actually calls for,
this anmendnent, is for us to qualify and ensure
that the people that are getting Medicaid
benefits actually exist and are qualified.

And al so we need to do a
conprehensive audit. Medicaid has gotten out of
control here in New York State, and it's costing

New York State taxpayers literally billions of
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dol I ar s.

On top of that, it's estinated by
the Enpire Center that only about 5.5 mllion
New Yorkers actually qualify for Medicaid. Yet
8.5 million New Yorkers actually receive
Medicaid. That's a 3 million delta there.

On top of that, our
Medi caid Director has refused a FOL request,
fully. It took nine nonths for the Enpire Center
to get an answer fromthe Departnent of Medicaid
on whether or not everyone's qualified that's
actually receiving benefits.

And the last mllion people he -- he
refused to actually identify are qualified and
are actually eligible for Medicaid. It's called

the Medicaid Mssing MIlion report. You should

look it up. A mllion people. |If each one of
those mllion cost us just $10,000 a year, that's
$10 billion.

Addressing that al one, and finding
that fraud -- if it is indeed fraud -- would
actually elimnate all of the noney that we are
| osing fromfederal government. | knowthat's a
big topic for the Governor, all this noney the

federal government's cutting back. That's
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because they don't want to continue to support
the fraud, waste and abuse in New York State's
Medi cai d system

So we need to do this. W need to
do a forensic audit of our Medicaid system W
need to verify that everybody that's actually
receiving benefits actually is qualified. And by
the way, | would imagine that a | ot of those
fol ks are not people that aren't qualified,
they' ve actually fraudulently submtted service
requests.

I n other words, providers,
heal t hcare providers who are fraudulently
submitting paynents and are getting -- receiving
paynents for fraudul ent work that was never
provi ded. That's probably a coupl e of
billion dollars a year right there al one.

W need to do this now. It is
unbel i evable that it has swelled as nuch as it
has. It is now nearly half of New York State's
budget, Medicaid alone. |f any part of our
budget needs to be evaluated and cl eaned up, it's
Medi cai d.

And that's why this amendnent to

this bill is germane and needs to be done as soon
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as possible. The taxpayers of New York deserve
transparency, honesty and to restore integrity to
t he nost expensive systemin New York State and
t he nost expensive systemin United States of
Anerica: New York State's bl oated and fraudul ent
Medi cai d system

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza?

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
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is before the house.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO. Upon consent,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
294, Senate Print 9072A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for

sonme friendly and hopefully informative
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guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, for mnmy friend Senator Mirray,
anyt hi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, Senat or.

Senator, | just want to kind of
cover who is covered under this bill and how t hey
are covered. So let's start with the who.

If I gave you an exanple of two
conpanies -- one is a concrete-crushing conmpany
t hat nakes $999 million in revenue; the other, a
sol ar panel manufacturing conpany that makes
1.5 billion -- which of those two or would they
both be covered under this bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM It depends. |If

t he concrete manufacturer has net worl dwi de sal es

less than a billion dollars and -- and they're
|l ess than -- or they're less than -- yeah,
they're less than a billion dollars, then they're

just not included. No one under a
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billion dollars is included.

The sol ar panel conpany nust al so,
in addition to the billion-dollar threshold, nust
have at least a mllion dollars in direct
revenues in New York State. So if they operate
in New Jersey or Connecticut but have no
operations in New York, they would not fall under
the guidelines of this bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So on the -- on the bill |anguage,

" m | ooking at Section 74-0101, under
"Definitions.” That would be Section 3, line 21:
"' Scope 1 em ssions' neans all direct greenhouse
gas enissions that stemfrom sources that a
reporting entity owns or directly controls,
regardl ess of l|ocation, including, but not

limted to, fuel conbustion activities."
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The next section, line 25, "'Scope 2
em ssions' means indirect greenhouse gas
em ssions from consuned el ectricity, steam
heati ng or cooling purchased or acquired by a
reporting entity, regardless of |ocation."

So I'll go back to ny exanple. W
have the concrete-crushing conpany that's | ocated
in Al bany, and again, their revenue is under a
billion, so they're not covered. It doesn't
matter.

But the sol ar panel conpany
manuf act uri ng conpany now say they're
manufacturing in Florida but they have a
di stribution center here in New York. And their
revenue, as we said, was over -- over a
billion dollars. And yes, 1 percent of that is
generated here in New York

Does that qualify under this bill?
Wuld they still -- would both entities -- would
bot h sections have to report under this bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM They woul d,
because we're tal ki ng about gl obal em ssions.

Ri ght ? Because we understand em ssions don't
recogni ze state borders. This is a global or a

pl anetary issue, and that's why they -- they
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woul d qualify.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

And | think you covered it under
that answer, but I'"'mgoing to ask it to get it on
the record anyway. W're going to use that sane
exanpl e, but the solar panel conpany is
manuf acturing now i n China, but they have a
di stribution center here in New York with
1 percent of their revenue com ng from New York

Still required to report both
New Yor k and Chi na?

SENATOR HARCKHAM They are.

And it's a good question because
the -- a lot of the conpanies that are covered
under this are multinationals. | would say not
all of them But -- but, you know, when you're
tal ki ng conpani es over a billion dollars, you

know, a |l ot of those are nmultinational.
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So those are covered, for instance,
inthe EU  And the EU actually goes a step
further and requires a qualitative climte change
analysis in addition to those em ssions which are
billed as not due.

Qur bill is really to get public
transparency so that consuners can make educated
deci sions fromthe conpani es that they patronize,
and that institutional investors who have a
certain social investing filter can al so nmake
t hose qualified and educat ed deci si ons.

And because the EU and now
California are doing this, and nmany institutional
investors -- the pension funds, as | nentioned
bef ore, who have a social screen on their
investnment, are requiring many of the |arge
conpani es to do this anyhow.

And so a lot of the conpanies are
doing this. W are just saying we need you to
report in New York. And those who are not yet
doing this, we add themto the I|ist.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: And t hank you for
t hat answer .

Now, if this sanme conpany -- we'll
stick with the solar panel nanufacturing conpany,
if they fail to report em ssions that occur
out si de of New York, can they be punished under
this bill? And how would they be puni shed?

(Pause.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Yes, they -- they would be.
For -- for the reason that we mentioned before,
that this is a global issue and it's also a
transparency issue for consuners and investors
here in New York. So they would be.

But | should al so note that under

"Scope 3 em ssions,"” nunber one, there's a year
lag in the reporting. And then the penalties
woul d -- for Scope 3 would not take effect until
2032, assumng that the bill is passed this year.
SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.
Madam Pr esi dent, woul d the sponsor

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Since we're on the
scenario, I'mgoing to bring that conpany out of
China and back to the United States. So they're
going to be manufacturing in Florida for the --

SENATOR HARCKHAM We |ike that.

We want to bring those Chinese conpanies to the
United States.

SENATOR MURRAY: We |ike the
manufacturing part. | don't know about the
penal i zi ng them

But -- so them being in Florida,
does New York have the right to regulate
interstate commerce? Isn't that what we're doing
her e?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Wl |, through
you, Madam President -- through you
Madam Presi dent, as | thought, this was a
contested issue in the California litigation, and
the courts dism ssed this.

So there were three -- three
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different allegations brought in the California
awsuit. Two of themwere dismssed, and this
was one of them

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Now, that's the California bill.
|"d like to discuss this bill and -- and go back
to the original question, which is aren't we
regulating interstate commerce with this bill?

If we're going to penalize Florida
and New York -- say, for exanple, under this
situation, this solar panel manufacturing
conpany, their main headquarters is Florida,
that's where they do nost of the business, but
they have a distribution center in New York that
generates 1 percent or nore in revenue, but their
mai n headquarters is Florida. W're still
puni shing a Florida conpany. New York is doing
t hi s.
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Isn't that exactly what regul ating
interstate conmerce is?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. No, because they're doing
business in New York. And this is designed to
protect New York consunmers and New York investors
so that New Yorkers can make qualified deci sions.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

And, Senator, you had nentioned that
it is a global problem that pollution or such is
a gl obal problem a national problem

But again, | go back to aren't we --
then aren't we, through this legislation --
isn't -- wouldn't this be considered nationa
| egi sl ation or federal?

This -- this is exactly what the
definition of regulating interstate conmerce

woul d be, if we are -- if we are passing | aws
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that will govern another state and the conmerce
bet ween the states.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. W are not governing anot her
state, we are -- we are not punishing other
states. W are asking for transparency for
New Yor k consunmers and New York investors to nake
educat ed deci si ons.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So I"'mgoing to go
with the -- California. Now, when California
i ntroduced theirs, they had given us an estinate
t hat about 4, 000 conpanies would be required to
report.

Do we have an estinmate as to how
many conpani es would be affected by this bill?

(Pause.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, we don't have that exact nunber.
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What we can say is that a nunber of
the conpanies will be the sane. There will be a
| ot of overl ap.

The other thing we should say is
that these are huge conpani es that have the
ability and the wherewithal to conply with this,
Madam Presi dent. These are not your
nmom and- pops. These are not even, you know, your
regi onal conpanies. You know, with a billion
dollars in revenue, you know, this is a sizable,
si zabl e conpany.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So | do want to
tal k about the penalty aspect of it. And yes, |
understand we're reaching | arger conpanies
with -- with deeper pockets. But the bill has
civil penalties for willful violation, including
nonfiling, late filing, or any other conpliance

i ssues, of up to $100, 000 per day, up to 500,000
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per filing year.

Wiy are these penalties so high?
And won't that have an inpact on these very
consuners we're tal ki ng about ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Nunber one, as we said, nany
conpani es are already conplying with this --
either through the EU, or will be -- in
Cal i fornia.

There are software packages that
hel p conpanies conply with this. This is not the
heavy lift it m ght have been 10 years ago.

And so the reason the penalties are
so high is when you're tal ki ng about a pension
fund who is going to be investing billions of
dollars in a conpany, based on a certain val ue
set, they have a right to have true transparency.

You know, unfortunately, what we
have seen far too often is nmany conpani es nake
grandi ose but unfortunately not always true
statenents about their conmtments to
sustainability.

And so the statenment sounds great,
but then when you | ook under the hood, you know,

either they're not conplying with what they're
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doi ng or they're backtracking. Sone would cal
that greenwashing. | would like to, you know,
gi ve sonme conpani es the benefit of the doubt on
t hat .

But this is -- this is about
protecting, you know, investors who are investing
in some cases billions of dollars in these
conpani es on a val ue proposition or what's called
a social screen, and they should have the
transparency, as do New York consuners, to know
that the conpany that -- that they're buying
products fromis indeed who they say they are.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

And | just have one nore kind of a
techni cal question. New York State DEC j ust
finalized its Part 253 GHG reporting rule. How
do the reports under this bill conmpare to those

under Part 253?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

689

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Madam Presi dent. Thank you for that question.

There will be a little overlap, but
not al ways excl usively overlap. Because we're --
you know, that is really on local emtters. And
sonme of those folks are not going to have a
billion in revenue. O -- or they will, and they
will conmply with both

But -- but we don't expect there
will be a huge amount of crossover because,
again, we're tal king about, you know, the
mul ti national corporations in many cases.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Senator. | appreciate that. And | appreciate
what -- what you're kind of trying to acconplish
here. | appreciate that, and | get it.

But | do have a problemw th the
aspect of New York saying -- | mean, listen, we
have -- we have state lines. W have boundaries.
We have borders. They need to be respected. W

don't legislate other states.
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W -- if we want to penalize a
pol luting conpany in New York that is polluting
in New York, | get that. But to say you' ve got a
conpany doi ng business in New York but they have
ot her areas or operations in either other states
or even other countries -- to then reach that far
out and say, Well, you're polluting in China or
you're polluting in France or Italy, we're going
to penalize you for that, | think that's a
little -- well, no, way out of our scope and out
of our boundary.

|"d like to see us just concentrate
here on New York, because | do believe that is
the definition of interstate commerce, especially
when we're tal ki ng about other states.

So for that reason, and the fact
that | think to a degree it is a bit duplicative
with some of the rules we already have in place,
for that reason I'I|l be voting no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrell o.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Marti ns?
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SENATOR MARTI NS: Whul d t he sponsor
yield for a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Certainly.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | just want to
understand a couple of points, and I'mgoing to
discuss it in ternms of jobs.

And so if we have a nultinationa
corporation and they do no nmanufacturing in
New York -- but | think we'd all agree New York
City is the capital of the world in many
respects, and there are many conpani es that enjoy
t he benefits of having headquarters in New York
City and they enpl oy many peopl e.

And so through this bill, if that
conmpany, multi-billion-dollar conpany,
internationally, you know, positioned in many
parts of the world, but with headquarters in
New York -- if they relocated their headquarters

fromNew York City to Jersey City, would they
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have to conply with this requirenment?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Good questi on.

| f they were assum ng, because
they're nultinational, they have the
billion-dollar threshold, do they do a
mllion dollars worth of business in New York, a
mllion dollars worth of revenue derived just
from New York? And if they do, then the answer
is yes.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Yes, but if they
are in New York, they're |ocated in New York
their headquarters are in New York, they're
enpl oyi ng people in New York, they otherw se have
no ot her presence in New York, would they have to
conply with this law and this -- and this -- and

this reporting requirenent?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President. |If they don't earn a
mllion dollars -- so let's say, to your point,
Senator, that it's a nmultinational corporation
t hey' re headquartered on Park Avenue, but all of
their business is in Europe and Central Anerica
and South America, they just have their
headquarters in New York because they think
that's where they should be because they have
access to global capital and, you know, all of
the things that New York has to offer -- but they
don't -- they don't have any sales in New York
t hey woul d not be.

So if their markets are Europe and
South Anerica and other parts of the country, but
as long as they don't have that mllion-dollar
sale threshold in -- mllion revenue in New York
no, they're exenpt fromthis

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So let's take
anot her exanple. Let's say Anmazon was | ooking to
buil d one of their national headquarters and
they're looking for a place to do it. Let's say
they decide to build that -- or they're
consi dering building one of those national
headquarters here in New York, naybe even in
Queens.

And they -- they prom se that
they're going to bring 50,000 dollars -- or
50, 000 j obs, but they have an extensive system of
sales in New York through their network

They woul d still have to conply with
this | aw regardl ess of whether or not that
headquarters was actually in New York, correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, they would nost certainly have

to conply, because they sell -- they have nore
than a mllion dollars of revenue in New York
They're a billion-dollar conpany.

But they are already conplying with
this in the EU | can assure you. They wll
qualify to do this under California. So either

way, whether their headquarters is here or not,
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t hey woul d need to conply.

But | want to go back to the issue
of the cost of conpliance and the fees. Wich --
all right, so here's your Apple {sic}, to use
your exanple. Tal king about a $237, 000 cost
is -- that was proposed -- a survey of corporate
entities by Environnental Resources Managenent in
2022 of conpanies that are already doing this,

t he average cost was $237,000. And for a
mul ti national corporation, that's not a huge
price tag, | would -- | would submt.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

So our healthcare systens here in
New Yor k, whether they are a Northwell or an
NYU Langone or any of the other healthcare
systens that we have, would they have to conply

with this Iaw and provide a report to the DEC as
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wel | ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|f they earn nore than a
billion dollars and have nore than a mllion in

revenue from New York, they would, because their
oper ati ons have greenhouse gas em ssions and
climte inpact.

So for instance, one of the
hospitals used to be in nmy district -- not
anynore, with redistricting -- they're a Title 5
emtter. They do their own power generation for
their healthcare facility.

The power they buy -- we often talk
on this floor about where we get our power. |Is
it clean power, is it coal power, is it com ng
from Pennsyl vani a? And those are al ways, you
know, good di scussions that we shoul d be havi ng.

And then is the third level, the
Scope 3 enmissions, is like where they're -- if
we're using the hospital exanple, you know, where
are their supplies comng from where is their
equi pnent com ng from and what are the
greenhouse gas eni ssions there?

Again -- and we do this because

greenhouse gas em ssions don't recogni ze state
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boundaries -- it inpacts all of us.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

And Madam President, if the sponsor
woul d yield for just one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Certainly,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: To be clear, your
bill speaks to sales and sales of either --

SENATOR HARCKHAM O revenue.
Revenue.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: -- revenue t hat
ei ther comes from sal es, services or products
within the state and does not and woul d not
i ncl ude payroll or any expenses that a conpany
has that is here within the state, even if it's
over a mllion dollars, even if it's, frankly,
what ever that nunber is above that
mllion dollars, it has nothing to do with their
presence in New York, it has nothing to do with
enpl oyment in New York, but only with that

mllion-dollar threshold with regard to revenue
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tied to -- tied to -- sales or services or
products.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, you're absolutely correct. It's
payroll -- it's not payroll. It has to do with
sal es and products or services.

But to your first exanple, they're

in New York, they just want to be -- have access
to global capital markets. They don't -- they
don't do any -- any business here other than pay

t heir enployees. They're not covered under this.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
| said that was ny | ast one, but | do have one
nor e.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: | f the sponsor
woul d yield for one nore question. And |
appreciate this, | really do, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yeah
absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.
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| mean, we've used the word
"revenue" as well, and |I'm concerned and | just
want some clarity on that. You know, access --

(O f the record.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: Senat or, passive
revenue, is that included in your definition or
not ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the |language in the |aw which is
taken from ot her section -- Section 209 of the
Tax Law, it says does business in this state and
is deriving receipts fromactivity in this state
wi thin the neaning of Section 209 of the Tax Law.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hank you.

Senat or, thank you.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

i s closed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO. Upon consent,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 294, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
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no further

busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn

until tonorrow, Wdnesday, February 11th, at

11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Wednesday,

adj our ned.)

February 11th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:55 p.m, the Senate
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