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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 5, 2026
11: 30 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: "1l ask
| mam Tahir, of the Al banian Islamc Cultural
Center on Staten Island, to deliver today's
i nvocati on.

| MAM TAHI R KUKAJ: Good nor ni ng.

In the name of God, nobst gracious,
nost nerciful, we thank God Al m ghty for
Hi s countl ess bl essings, blessings of this day
and this chanber, bl essings of |eadership of the
New York State Senate.

We gather today in this blessed
chanber in gratitude, with gratitude in our
hearts for the privilege of living in a state
t hat honors freedom the conscious dignity of
di fference, and the sacred right of every
community to be seen, heard and respect ed.

We give thanks to the New York State

shaped by imm grants, strengthened by diversity,
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a state where faith and civic duty walk hand in
hand and where the ideals of justice, |liberty and
opportunity are not nmerely spoken but pursued.

On behal f of Al banian Anericans, we
woul d Iike to offer special appreciation to our
honor abl e Senators, and particularly
Senat or Jessica Scarcel | a- Spanton, and al so our
Honor abl e Assenbl yman Charles Fall, for their
| eadershi p, their openness, and their continued
support in comenorating Kosovo's
| ndependence Day -- a country that has been
created, supported and continued to be supported
by the United States of Anerica.

As Al banians, we are in debt to this
great nation of ours forever for |iberating,
supporting and hel ping Kosovo and t he
Al bani an nation to survive and thrive.

God Al mi ghty, bless this chanber
wi th wi sdom beyond politics, with unity beyond
di vision, and with courage beyond conveni ence.
Qui de our |eaders to serve with integrity, to
protect the vulnerable, to honor truth, and to
| egislate with conpassion for all who call this
state hone.

Bl ess the people of New York of
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every faith, background and heritage, and al ways
bl ess the United States of Anerica. Cod bl ess
t he Al bani an nation, and al ways God bl ess the
United States of Anmerica.

God Al mghty, in Your name we nake
this prayer. Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, February 4, 2026, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
February 3, 2026, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

On behal f of Senator Hi nchey, on
page 21 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar 215, Senate Print 7618, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1516, by
Senat or Scarcel |l a-Spanton, read its title, and
recogni ze Senator Scarcel |l a- Spanton.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1516, by
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on, conmenorating the
18t h Anni versary of Kosovo's | ndependence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton on the resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

Today we will be wel com ng friends
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and constituents who traveled all the way to the
Capitol today to join us in celebrating Kosovo's
| ndependence Day here in the New York State
Senate, including | mam Tahir, who you just heard
from and of course ny forner Staten I|sland
director, Vanesa Limani, who's actually from
Kosovo

Today we once agai n honor Kosovo's
remar kabl e journey to i ndependence here in
New York -- an independence that was hard-fought
and deeply inpactful for its people. The Kosovar
peopl e, throughout all the trials and
tribulations that |led themto i ndependence, have
showed extraordinary strength and determ nation.

Kosovo's decl aration of independence
in 2008 was a nonunental nonment in nodern
hi story, signaling the end of years of struggle
and the begi nning of a new chapter. As we
reflect on this journey, we honor the sacrifices
made by the people of Kosovo in their tirel ess
pursuit of freedom

It continues to be ny honor to
sponsor this resolution year after year in
recogni tion of Kosovo's | ndependence Day.

Today we celebrate the triunphs of
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t he Kosovar people and | ook ahead to a bright
future both here in New York and back in their
home in Kosovo. | am continuously proud of the
Kosovar people | represent in Senate District 23,
and their dedication to honoring their heritage
and culture no matter where they are in the
wor | d.

| will continue to work al ongside
all of the people from Kosovo and its people here
in New York for years to cone -- especially
Vanesa (| aughi ng).

Thank you to all ny coll eagues for
your support, and everyone who has joined us in
honoring this |Independence Day.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Scarcell a-Spanton.

Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

And | too rise to thank ny col |l eague
Senat or Scarcel |l a-Spanton for this resolution,
and to speak on behalf of over 15,000 people from
Al bani a, nost of whom are from Kosovo, in

West chest er County.
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Qur county is full of a very vibrant
group of both younger and ol der Kosovans who have
contributed enornously to the business life,
certainly to the real estate world, and to the
education space of our county. In nmy homet own of
Yonkers there are over 2,000, and in
White Plains, which | proudly represent, over
1,000. And they have joined together with young
| eadership that formed the Al banian American C ub
of Westchester to -- really to be forces for
positive change, both culturally, educationally,
and in the business world.

W so admire their contributions to
our community. And we al so today, of course,
honor their remarkable story of independence.

And we're so proud that we have the
opportunity here in the Senate chanber to
celebrate them to acknow edge them and to | ook
forward to many nore years of celebrating their
anni versary of their independence.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you so
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much, M. Speaker.

And t hank you to ny col |l eague for
this resol ution.

| too speak proudly on behal f of ny
constituents in the East Bronx, a popul ation ful
of {in Al banian} -- ny friends.

But it is a great resolution, and
this year is special, 18 years old --
technically, Kosovo is an adult now.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: But it is a
beauti ful country, beautiful people.

|"ve had the pl easure and honor of
visiting a few years ago to attend a weddi ng, and
| highly recomrend seeing what is over in the
Bal kan regi on.

Kosovo is a historic nation. It is
full of beautiful nmountain ranges. | had the
honor of going to Pristina, the new capital,
seei ng everything that has been done since the
war and since it got established, visiting
Prizren, the oldest city in the Bal kans, which is
al so the birthplace of Mther Teresa.

But it is a nation that is full of

its own honor, its own beautiful history.
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And here in New York the people of
Al bani a and Kosovo have done so nuch to
contribute to continue to make New York the
beautiful blanket that it is.

And | thank mny coll eague for
allowing this resolution and giving us this tine
to say "Happy Birthday, Kosovo!" and thank you
for all your contributions to the state.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Fernandez.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

| want to thank Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton for bringing this resolution
forward every year. Thank you very much

| want to follow up on
Senat or Mayer's conments on the rich Al banian
popul ation in the Lower Hudson Valley. And |
just want to put in a plug and nention of the
chair of the Westchester County Board of
Legi slators, Vedat Gashi, who earlier in his
career actually hel ped draft the Kosovo

Constitution during their process of
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i ndependence -- sonething he is very proud of and
we as Westchester neighbors and col | eagues of
Vedat are al so very proud.

So kudos on this very special day.
Congratul ati ons as we nmark anot her anni versary of
i ndependence, another strong denobcracy in
East ern Eur ope.

And | proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Very briefly, thank you,

Senat or Scarcel |l a-Spanton, for this incredible
resol ution.

And to the Al banian conmunity in the
Bronx, they have nmade | eaps and bounds in terns
of their civic engagenent.

It's al ways been significant, but
recently we made the first -- well, the first
Al bani an woman to be a judge in the Bronx,

Edit Shkreli. | want to make sure that we |ift
her up, and all of the incredible residents of

Kosovo and Al bania who do positive things.
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And to Senator Harckham s point
about Vedat Gashi, the chair of the board of
| egislators, a lot is said about the sneakers
that | wear on this floor. | want it to be
known, and for the record, that Vedat Gashi is a
sneaker head of sneakerheads. You should see his
sneaker collection: It is real, it is
significant.

| don't know if Vedat is here, but
|"ve got to make sure | send himthis clip to
make sure that | know | put on the record that
don't look at nme, don't |look at Z, |ook at Vedat
when it cones to sneakers.

Happy | ndependence Day to Kosovo, in
all seriousness, M. President.

| vote aye on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

The resol ution was adopted on
February 4th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to previously adopted Resolution 1317, by
Senat or Tedisco -- there he is. | just want to

make sure he was here -- read that resolution's
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title, and recogni ze Senat or Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1317, by
Senat or Tedi sco, congratulating the Stillwater
Grls Varsity Soccer Team and Head Coach
Christine | hnatol ya upon the occasi on of w nning
the New York State Public H gh School Athletic
Association Cass C State Chanpionship title on
Novenber 16, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Tedi sco on the resol ution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

M. President and ny col | eagues, as
you see up above ne in the balcony, | am pl eased
to present to you and to be wel come the 2025
New York State C Grls Soccer chanpions to the
chanber today from Stillwater H gh School, in the
pl ace where all good things enmanate from the
444t h Senatorial District in New York.

The Stillwater Grls Varsity Soccer
Team and Head Coach Christine | hnatolya won their
final gane at a 1-0 shutout to secure the

New York State Class C Grls Soccer Chanpi onship
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on Sunday, Novenber 16, 2025, at Homer High
School in Homer, New York, finishing the season
unbel i evably with an inpressive 22-to-1 overal
record.

The Stillwater Grls Varsity Soccer
Team si nce 2018 has won four sectional titles,
four consecutive Wasaren League titles,
six New York State Final Four appearances and,
now, three New York State C ass C Chanpi onship
titles.

It doesn't get nuch better. But
proudly, it wll.

These scholar-athletes are also a
New York State Public H gh School Athletic
Associ ation Schol ar-Athl ete Team as they
garnered an overall team grade point average of
92. 6.

Pl ease wel cone this team And the
menbers are: Al exandria Lianmero, Bridget Coon
Ali anna Lyon, Lucy Rubinstein, Kanryn VanPelt,
Peyton Perretta, Kennedie VanPelt,

Br ooke Hodgson, Brooke Coon, Finley Bornt,
Mayzi e G beault, Addi son Callahan, Sadi e Hazen,
Cal | en Bai sl ey, Madel yn Cal | anan, and

Emer syn Pat enaude.
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Now, you don't get this far just by
bei ng great athletes and working hard and havi ng
great ethics and hard work. You get there by the
coaches also. And they had sone great coaches,
one | already introduced, but | will do it again:
Christine | hnatol ya, the head coach, and
Assi stant Coach Cassidy Chapko.

As a program the Stillwater Grls
Varsity Soccer Team has enjoyed great success and
set a high standard for seasons to follow.

M. President and ny col |l eagues,
pl ease wel come them congratul ate them and offer
themall the cordialities of this august body.

We're so proud of themhere in the
44t h Senatorial District, Stillwater, and in the
great State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank you
very much, Senator Tedi sco.

And to our guests, | welcone you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

resol uti on was adopted on January 13t h.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
t he sponsors would |i ke the two resolutions we
t ook up today open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: These
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 36,
Senate Print 8812, by Senator Krueger, an act to
anmend a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 36, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Baskin, Borrello, Bynoe,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Lanza, Martinez, Martins, Mirray,
beracker, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Ryan,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.

Ayes, 34. Nays, 24.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
100, Senate Print 1919, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
127, Senate Print 620C, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
138, Senate Print 1329, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: For the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: For the

day.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
141, Senate Print 1847, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
161, Senate Print 2534, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
167, Senate Print 1468, by Senator Serrano, an

act to anmend the Public Health Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 167, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
168, Senate Print 1619, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 168, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
171, Senate Print 2505A, by Senator Brisport, an
act to establish a task force on education
diversity in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 171, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Lanza, Ooeracker and Ott.

Al so Senator Stec. Also Senator Wik.
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Ayes, 52. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
174, Senate Print 190, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anmend the Volunteer Firefighters Benefit
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
178, Senate Print 4075A, by Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act in relation to
authorizing the Silver Lake Foundation, Inc., to
receive retroactive real property tax-exenpt

st at us.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
187, Senate Print 2040, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 187, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Martins, Cberacker, Ott, Palunbo, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
192, Senate Print 1514, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Labor Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
195, Senate Print 1540, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
196, Senate Print 2264, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 196, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

203, Senate Print 866, by Senator Bailey, an act
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to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
208, Senate Print 489, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
209, Senate Print 1731, by Senator Fahy, an act
to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to just talk about this is a
renam ng of an QASAS schol arship in honor of
Fat her Peter Young, who was a Roman Catholic
priest here in Capital Region for nore than
60 years, known for his work in hel pi ng people
struggling with addiction, incarceration and

honel essness.
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This program woul d be renaned in his
honor. Again, it's an QASAS schol arship. And
it's one to train those who are in -- treating
those with addictions. It supports those in
treatnent, prevention, recovery.

He first trained as a chaplain at
Mount McGregor Corrections facility in the 1960s.
That's where he | earned that addiction and
poverty often ends up with folks in prison.

And he was the one who becane a
trail bl azer anong trail blazers in crimna
justice reform particularly in treating
addiction, and really began to educate all of us
on how addiction is a disease, not a character
flaw.

He ended up serving individuals --

t he Father Peter Young Industries ended up
serving people in 60 New York counties. So it
was quite w despread.

Renam ng of this schol arship would
connect students with his extraordinary | egacy of
courage and hope, qualities that are often needed
with those fighting addiction and in recovery.

And with that, M. Speaker, | --

sorry, M. President -- | vote in the
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affirmative, thank you.

ad habits die hard.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: That's
okay. Senator Fahy to be recorded in the

affirmati ve.

The Secretary wi |l announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
213, Senate Print 1239E, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's go to the
controversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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141, Senate Print 1847, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Wl czyk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Wal czyk be heard on that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed. Senat or
Wal czyk may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Oh,

M. President, naybe | can convince ny coll eagues
on the germaneness. |'mdi sappointed in your
ruling.

This bill is indeed germane to the
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bill-in-chief because the bill-in-chief requires
t he Public Service Conm ssion to consider the
economi ¢ inpact of utility rates and charges, and
t hi s amendnent allows uncomm tted funds and the
New York State Cinmate Investnent Account within
NYSERDA to be returned directly to the ratepayers
as a bill credit.

According to NYSERDA' s financi al
plan for fiscal year 2025, the agency's
antici pated net position will exceed $2 billion.
And that's at the close of last year. This year
it will growto approximately $2.2 billion.

At a tine when New Yorkers are
struggling to pay skyrocketing utility bills,
your offices, our offices, the Governor's office,
everyone i s receiving phone calls about these
bills. These funds should be returned to the
rat epayers rather than sitting idle in NYSERDA' s
coffers. Providing bill credits would deliver
i medi ate, tangible relief to famlies and
busi nesses facing escal ati ng energy coasts.

There's no conpelling rationale for
al l owi ng these of f-budget surplus funds to renain
unused fromthe previous year when they could be

applied directly to | essening the burden of
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rat epayers today.

This anendnent is particularly
timely given the increased supply costs resulting
fromthe current frigid weather. You may have
noticed that utility prices are skyrocketing now.
And that additional strain is going right to the
rat epayers.

And | et nme just read, because
Senat or Tom O Mara, who is doing his job as
Fi nance ranker right now in a budget hearing,
wote in his sponsor's nmeno -- and | want to make
it clear what this amendnent is so that when
you' re consi dering the gernmaneness and your vote,
you can know what we're bringing forward here.

| know the president has al ready
reviewed this and nade a ruling that it was
nonger mane, but | would like all of you to listen
to the sponsor's justification in this amendment.

This bill ensures that any
uncomm tted funds remaining in the Cimte
| nvest ment Account at the close of each fiscal
year, specifically those collected froma utility
rat epayers on a bill-as-you-go basis, under the
Publ i c Service Comm ssion's Cl ean Energy Fund

framework, are returned to those who paid into
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the system

The d ean Energy Fund was desi gned
to support the state's clean energy transition
t hrough targeted investnents in innovation,
mar ket devel opnents, and energy efficiency.
However, often funds collected for this purpose
remai n unused or unconmitted at the end of the

fiscal cycle, thus allowing themto sit idle or

be redirected w thout oversight, which underm nes

the principles of transparency, fiscal

responsibility, and fairness to ratepayers.

By crediting these uncommtted funds

back to the ratepayers -- not into the

CGeneral Fund, not sitting idly with NYSERDA, but
crediting them back to the ratepayers -- this
nmeasure reinforces public trust, prevents
overcol l ection and creates a built-in
accountability mechani smfor those funds.

It aligns with the broader goals of
equi tabl e energy policy by ensuring that
New Yor kers are not unduly burdened by clean
energy surcharges, and that funds collected in
their nane are actively invested in the state --
that's what they were designed for, that's what

you passed themfor -- or, if they're not
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invested, returned directly to the ratepayers.

We can do sonet hi ng about energy
prices in New York State right now, today. You
can support this anendnent, take the $2 billion
that is sitting unspent, and send it directly
back to ratepayers.

So pl ease vote to overrule the
ruling of the chair. Let's pass this, let's
| oner people's energy bills today. Yesterday you
passed a nunber of bills; none of themw Il | ower
people's energy bills today. This anendnent that
| offer up in the great |anguage that Senator
O Mara has put together will | ower people's
energy bills today.

Thank you for your consideration in
overruling the ruling of the president.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 141, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Pal unbo, Wal czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
213, Senate Print 1239E, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Good afternoon,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wul d t he
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR KAVANAUGH: Avidly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al right. I'm
going to start off by giving you what | think
m ght be sone | at e-breaki ng news fromthe FDA.

| don't know if you saw this
announcenent this norning, but the Food and Drug
Adm ni stration has taken additional steps to make
it easier for people to renove these
petrol eum based dyes.

Wth regard to the industry,
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according to Health and Human Services Secretary
RFK Jr., they're now going to allow themto

use -- they have now approved beetroot red and
spirulina extract as natural additives, and make
it easier for themto deternmine if something is
actually not artificial but is actually natural.

So with all that said -- I'mglad
that you agree with the Trunp adm ni stration and
what they're doing to nake Anerica healthier
again -- do we really need this bill specifically
for New York State?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President. Thank you, nmny
col | eague, for the question.

The answer is yes. Wat this bil
does is ban three specific substances and, in
addition, requires that ingredients that are
added to food, nostly by |arge national producers
of food, when they are not disclosed to the FDA
in the presence of the food or the use of -- the
presence of the ingredient or the use of the
ingredient to the FDA, and therefore not publicly
avai l able, that if you want to sell food in
New York, you rnust disclose to our Agriculture

and Markets Departnent any ingredients that you
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are ot herw se keepi ng secret.

So this bill is nostly -- although
this bill does ban three specific chemcals --
and we can tal k nore about that aspect of the
bill, 1'd be happy to. But the Food and Drug
Adm nistration's actions are wel conme, but very
| ate.

It took the federal Food and
Drug Adm nistration a decade -- a decade ago they
said you can't use Red Dye No. 3, you can't put
it on your skin, but they' ve permtted us to eat
it for another decade. They are now banni ng
that. And they're not banning it until next
January, even though it's wi dely known to be very
probl ematic froma health perspective.

W' ve got states taking action al
over the country. Texas now requires that if you
use any of 44 ingredients, nost of which are
permtted by the FDA, that you print a warning on
the food that says the follow ng: "Wrning.

Thi s product contains an ingredient that is not
recommended for human consunption by the
appropriate authorities in Australia, Canada, the
Eur opean Union, or the United Kingdom"

That is a Texas-wide restriction
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t hat has been passed by the Texas Legi sl ature and
si gned by Governor Abbott.

So |'"mhappy to agree -- if the
Trunp admi nistration's going to ban three
ingredients, | hope ny colleague will agree with
t he Republican governor of Texas that we shoul d
continue to take action on this.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAUGH:  Happi | y,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Well, it's a red
day and a red state -- a red dye day and a red
state day, it appears. You' ve agreed now with
Governor Abbott, President Trunp, RFK Jr. It al
sounds good.

Do you have an Assenbly sponsor for
this bill?

SENATOR KAVANAUGH: W do have an
Assenbly sponsor, Anna Kelles, who has a
doctorate in nutritional epidem ol ogy.

The only -- the bills are not

currently sane-as because in our bill -- because

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

560

a Ghas turned to an Hin one -- the bill anends
Section 199G of a law, and there is now anot her
199G so the Assenbly decided to switch that to
199H. But the bills are otherw se identical.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAUGH: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO So we don't have
mat ching legislation in either house. This bil
gives up to three years for these products to
still be sold in New York State, and yet they're
going to be banned federally in January, as you
j ust nentioned.

So why -- why do we need this bill?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
with great effect, the products in this bill are
not going to be banned federally. The -- ny
col | eague nentioned a couple of ingredients that
are not nentioned in this bill.

This bill bans three specific

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

561

chemcals. W can talk -- |I'mhappy to talk
about those chemicals if we want. But the core
of this bill is the principle that we should not
permt people to sell food for consunption by
New Yor kers w t hout disclosing the chem cals that
they are adding to these foods under a

| ongst andi ng | oophole in federal |aw that the
federal governnment has not proposed to close, the
FDA or anybody el se has proposed to cl ose.

The principle here is if you want to
sell food to New Yorkers, you should not have
secret ingredients made by chem cal conpanies
because they supposedly have various benefits in
food. This is not a bill that bans those
chemicals. It sinply requires that chem ca
conpani es and food producers disclose the
presence of those chem cals and discl ose the
sci ence behi nd why they believe those chem cal s
to be safe.

Wi ch, under federal law, they're
al ready required to do. They are required to do
the scientific analysis. They are just not
required to disclose that analysis to anybody
unl ess that analysis proves to themthat the

substance i s carcinogenic.
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This is a huge | oophole in our |aws.
Most other jurisdictions in the world have no
such | oophole. In nost places in the world
you' ve got to disclose what's in people's food,
and peopl e can determ ne whether it's safe. W
have an enornmous | oophol e.

| and I'm sure ny coll eague and many
ot hers of us have been | obbied by the food
i ndustry. They are not -- they're asserting sone
changes are happening at the FDA, sone nore
changes they're expecting in July. They are not
asserting that there is a current plan to chose
this particular | oophole in federal |aw.

And so under federal |aw you can
continue to sell food in New York and everywhere
else in Arerica with ingredients -- and the
presen -- it's not just a question of whether
t hey' re banned or not, the presence of the
ingredients and their safety profile is not
di scl osed either at the federal |evel or the
state level, currently, and we can fix that here
in New York.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Kavanagh.

You' d said sone interesting things
that -- ny coll eagues said sonme interesting
things, M. President, that this has been known
for 10 years to be a | oophole here in New York
St at e.

Last | knew, this bill hasn't really
gone anywhere until recently, until the Trunp
adm ni stration and the MAHA novenment cane forward
saying, W're going to do sonething about this.

Because we had lots of years to do
it, right? Even at the federal level. W could
have done it under the Biden adm nistration. W
coul d have done it right here in Al bany for the
| ast 10 years, with the knowl edge that this is a
probl em

| don't disagree that these things
shoul d be taken out of our food and there should
be disclosure. | agree with that. | think
havi ng the industry already noving that way,
having a national initiative that's going to nmake
it universal is the responsible way to do it.

And we're seeing that today. W're

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

564

seeing -- making it much easier for these
conpanies to use alternative ingredients that are
better for us, and healthier. That's a good way
to do this.

So to say now all of a sudden that
here in New York State, after knowing for a
decade that this is a problem we're now going to
doit. W're going to rush it through. But
we're really not. W don't have matching bills.
We're giving themthree years. People can still
buy the stuff, right, they just can't get it
here.

You know, where | live the State of
Pennsylvania is literally, you know, on the
border of nmy district. You can -- people go
shopping in Erie, Pennsylvania, all the time in
my district, soit's not going to stop them from
buyi ng t hose foods.

Because peopl e nake choices, right?
Now, you m ght say, well, they need to know
what's in it. There's lots of things that that
shoul d apply to. Unfortunately, not everything
can be done as easily and sinply as we sonetines
describe it to be.

So | believe that this is going to
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be burdensone. It's quite frankly just a
political nmove, in nmy opinion, in a |lot of ways.
And | realize that |I'mone of the few no votes
here. | get that. But the reality is this is
al ready happening. It is a novenent that is
supported by grassroots people across the

United States, people who suffer fromissues and
soneti mes chroni c di seases because of what they
think is in their food that inpacts them

So | get that. That's a good thing.
The Trunp adm nistration, RFK Jr., and the
organi zation that represents these manufacturers
t hensel ves are all noving in that direction.

But we're going to get up and say,
Ch, no, we did it first. Nah, that doesn't pass
muster with ne. Ckay?

We need a national standard so this
can be done effectively, nore quickly, honestly,
because it's going to take three years for this
to be inplenmented here, essentially. And really
not in a way that's going to nake it easy, |

think, for this to actually be inplenented.

So |l will continue to be a no vote
on this bill. | understand ny coll eague's
intentions and yes vote. But in the end, | don't
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know that this is really the best way to go about
it.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
now cl osed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO. Upon consent,
we' ve agreed to restore Cal endar 213 to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: It will
be returned to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
beracker to explain his vote.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
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M. President.
First and forenpst, | want to take a

nmonment and t hank Senator Kavanagh for his

| eadership on this bill, especially in our final
year. |It's been a pleasure working with you.
This bipartisan bill focuses on

protecting children's health and giving famlies
transparency about what's in their food. It's
not a partisan issue. |It's a comobnsense issue.

As a food scientist, | can clearly
say this bill is achievable. Food conmpani es work
within strict specifications and nutritional
requirenents. | knowthis, |I've done this.

Ref ormul ati ng a product using an
alternative color source is not only possible,
it's already being done. And when conpani es say
change will cost nore, the reality is natura
alternatives al ready exist, including ol eoresins
when we're tal king color, and other enhancers
that can replace synthetic dyes w thout
sacrificing quality.

This legislation is not about fear
or alarm it's about understandi ng what actually
is in our food for our children and which they

are eating every day.
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The chem cal nanes can sound scary
wi thout -- when context actually matters. And |
notice sone of us, |I'mlooking around, | see sone
bl ue bottles of dihydrogen oxide or CO2. If |
was to say that there wouldn't be any --

Senat or Borrello, you can partake.

So they do sound scary. And ny role
here is to separate real health and health
concerns from confusion.

And what's proposed in this bill --
this bill is sound, it's sensible, and the
framework is grounded in science. And |'m proud,
| am proud to sponsor this bill because, as
sormeone who has fornul ated food products
firsthand, | know this can be done. And I
bel i eve New York should | ead when it comes to
food safety and transparency.

And | proudly vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Oberacker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,

M. President.
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Let ne use just a little bit of ny

time to clarify a few things that have been said.

First of all, this bill is not a
response to the Trunp admnistration. It's not a
response to the MAHA novenent. | honestly had

never heard of the MAHA novenent when we
introduced this bill because it was February 2024
when we introduced this bill. And at least | did
not anticipate a second Trunp adm ni stration at

t hat point, although perhaps sonme fol ks did.

This is a bill that results from our
work on national food safety. | was attending
nati onal food safety conferences, and the
Center for Science in the Public Interest and the
Envi ronnental Working Goup and Consunmer Reports
and pediatricians all over the country had
flagged the fact that there are nunerous
chem cals in our food that are undiscl osed under
federal |aw and are wi dely perceived to be one of
t he reasons why our food safety systemis
failing.

So we introduced this bill -- again,
in the early part of 2024. W spent a long tine
t hi nki ng about it and negotiating it, discussing

it, and then we passed it on this floor |ast
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year. And we passed it w th numerous anendnents
that were intended to respond to concerns we
heard from small businesses, from others.

The second thing | want to clarify
is this bill goes into effect one year fromthe
date it shall have becone law. There is an
addi tional provision that says if you have food
on your shelves and you're a retailer and that
food woul d ot herwi se be prohibited by this bill,
you can sell that food for an additional -- until
the earlier of three years fromthe date of
ef fectiveness or the best-by date.

And that was intended to deal with
situations where you didn't want retailers to
have to clear their shelves of or, frankly, check
the -- you know, check the ingredients |ist and
go to national databases to figure out whether --
st at ewi de dat abases to figure out whether the
food was | egal or not |egal.

So that was a consideration we put
in very early in this process for our retailers.

| would note that the coalition of
gi ant food producers that are heavily | obbying
against this bill do not think this |oophole is

going to be closed at the federal level. In
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fact, they have been | obbying for nore than a
decade to prevent this | oophole from being cl osed
at the federal level. And they are not asserting
that this | oophole is going to be closed at the
federal |evel now.

| will also note, when they put out
a meno about this bill in the very |ast days of
May | ast year, right around the tinme we were
debating it, they included anong the purported
opponents the small bodega -- the Bodega and
Smal | Busi ness Association of the State of
New Yor k.

The Bodega and Smal | Busi ness
Associ ation put out their own neno in support of
this bill, because our small businesses
understand that big food conpanies should not be
provi di ng unknown chemcals in food that they're
selling in their commnities.

The -- ironically, the national
associations are telling us that one of the
problems with this bill is if that -- if food --
if giant food conpanies were to sell food that's
illegal, that sonehow t he bodega owners woul d be
responsi bl e when they turn around and sell the

food. There's no reason to think that m ght
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occur.

But again, these are giant food
conpanies telling us if they keep the
ingredient -- if they sell things illegally in
our state, the problemis that other people wll
be held accountable. This bill will hold them
account abl e.

And nore than that, once again, this
is abill that is, in addition to three wi dely
banned ingredients, this bill is primarily about
di sclosing to our consuners what is in their food
in away that is transparent that all of us and
scientists and others can review to nmake sure
we're selling food as safely as possible.

And the nunerous consuner brands,
you know, and chenical conpanies -- Danone and
D ageo and Eastman and Mondel ez and Coca- Col a and
Smucker's and McCorm ck and all these conpani es,
Pepsi Co and Safeway and all these conpani es that
are producing food and relying on the trust of
consuners shoul d stop opposing the sinple prem se
that what goes in the food is disclosing -- I'm
proud -- it should be disclosed, and the safety
profile of that should be disclosed as well.

| proudly -- I"mproud to vote aye.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 213, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby and Borrello.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn
until Monday, February 9th, at 3:00 p.m, wth
the intervening days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 9th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:19 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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