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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 27, 2026
3:48 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR ANTONI O DELGADO, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone to rise and recite
t he Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: I n the absence of
clergy, let us bow our heads in a nonent of
silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 25, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, January 23,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Good afternoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W'l start with
an i mMmedi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:49 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:03 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
return to order.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Let's take that up, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 135, by Senator C eare,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 1012A, by
Senat or Brouk, an act to amend the
Public Service Law,

Senate Print 1327, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law,

Senate Print 1329, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law,

Senate Print 1438A, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
Public Health Law,

Senate Print 1633A, by
Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the

Public Health Law
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Senate Print 1847, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 1896, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Public Service Law,
Senate Print 5553C, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 5593, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Public Service Law,
Senate Print 5981, by
Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 7165A, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 7328A, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 7693, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Public Service Law,
Senate Print 8257A, by
Senat or Sutton, an act directing the Departnment
of Health to establish an alternative paynent

nmet hodol ogy for Federally Qualified Health

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

273

Centers;
Senate Print 8759, by

Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the El der Law

Senate Print 8760, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to anend the
Real Property Law,

Senate Print 8780, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
General Business Law

Senate Print 8793, by
Senat or Cooney, an act to anend the
St ate Finance Law,

Senate Print 8817, by
Senat or Cooney, an act to anend the
| nsurance Law,

Senate Print 8830, by
Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the
General Business Law

Senate Print 8833, by
Senat or Jackson, an act to anend the Labor

Senate Print 8836, by
Senator Serrano, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law;

Senate Print 8886, by

Senat or Addabbo, an act to anend the

Law,
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CGeneral Minici pal Law.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
of accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The report of the
Rules Commttee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
let's take up the cal endar, pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 53,
Senate Print 1703, by Senator Wbb, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect one year after it shal
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have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Webb to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to explain ny vote. And
first want to thank our Senate Majority Leader
for continuing to denonstrate such incredible and
necessary | eadership on inportant issues such as
reproductive heal t hcare.

And so today we introduce a package
of bills that are designed to strengthen
protections for wonen's healthcare. This
| egi sl ation takes a very practical, neaningful
step towards ensuring that students on SUNY and
CUNY canpuses have access to energency
contraception, by requiring that each institution
of fering in-person instruction has at | east one
vendi ng machi ne on their canmpus where these itens
woul d be avail abl e for purchase.

A nunber of reasons why this
legislation is inportant; 1'Il just highlight a

coupl e of things.
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This bill breaks down barriers to
accessibility for students who may have
difficulty getting off canpus to a drugstore or
ot her stores that would sell this inportant
nmedi cation, especially given the tinme-sensitive
need to utilize emergency contraceptive nedicine
wi thin three days of unprotected sexual activity.

Currently students on coll ege
canmpuses across the state and country are working
wi th various clubs and al ummi organi zations to
bring access to these vendi ng machines on their
canpuses.

And nost certainly in light of the
Dobbs deci si on, which we know severely restricts
woren' s access to abortion and continues attacks
on reproductive healthcare by the federal
government, it is nore critical now nore than
ever to ensure that wonen have access to
necessary medi cations such as this.

Many tinmes that access is limted by
barriers such as pharmacy availability,
transportation, and also cost. And also fear of
stigma.

St udents who |ive on canpus or in

rural districts like mne, or in underserved
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areas, may not have the flexibility or privacy to
get what they need in a tinmely manner.

When we pass this legislation, we
will join a few other states such as Connecti cut,
Massachusetts and Illinois, who have existing
legislation in this regard.

| want to thank you, M. President,
for this inportant |egislation, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to vote aye.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Webb wi ||
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 53, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Lanza, Mattera, Mirray,
Qberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 13.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 54,
Senate Print 2058, by Senator Wbb, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect April 1, 2026.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 54, voting in the negative are

Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,

Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,

Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.
Ayes, 38. Nays, 20.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 55,

Senate Print 3155, by Senator Cooney, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Cooney to

explain his vote.
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SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
M. President.

It's a privilege to speak in support
of ny legislation which would provide greater
coverage and access to in vitro fertilization
here in New York

Wth the current situation at the
federal government, we know it's inportant now
nore than ever for New York to take the | ead when
it cones to reproductive healthcare options, and
this bill would do just that.

Back in 2019 this Legislature passed
a landmark piece of legislation to require
coverage for three cycles of IVF in cases of
infertility. But unfortunately, healthcare
conpani es have been requiring the use of all of
the enbryos in a specific cycle before covering
the next -- a situation that is not always viable
t hat del ays the process, and often limts the
ability of wonmen and famlies who are | ooking to
start a famly later in life.

When a couple is trying to have a
child, the last thing they want to do is wait and
risk nore potential issues down the |ine.

Qur bill fixes this issue. And |I'm
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proud to support and sponsor this legislation to
change i nsurance practices and create nore
opportunities for those looking to start a famly
here in New York

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Cooney to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 55, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Giffo, Miurray, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk -- oh, excuse ne. Senator Giffo in the
affirmative. Senator Gllivan in the negative.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 56,
Senate Print 4497, by Senator Hi nchey, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 59,
Senate Print 8544, by Senator Hi nchey, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 59, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Senator Martins in the affirmative;
Senator Mattera in the negative.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 21.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 60,
Senate Print 8656A, by Senator Mayer, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 60, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 21.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 96,
Senate Print 8860, by Senator May, an act to
amend t he Donestic Rel ations Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator May to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mproud to be part of this

Senate Majority that believes that abortion care
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i s heal thcare.

| f someone has sought an abortion in
the past, it is no way an indication that they
cannot be a good parent -- in fact, sonetines
gquite the opposite. And yet a history of seeking
reproductive health services has been used
agai nst parents in custody cases.

This bill will stop that practice as
one nore means of safeguardi ng both the best
interests of the child in a custody case and
New Yorkers' ability to access reproductive
heal th services w thout fear.

| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senator May will be
recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 96, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Mattera, Murray, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 15.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 97,

Senate Print 8866, by Senator Salazar, an act to
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amend the | nsurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Sal azar to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill would ensure that sane-sex
coupl es and LGBTQ New Yorkers will no | onger be
unfairly excluded frominsurance coverage if they
need to seek | VF treatnent.

It also will ensure that insurance
coverage for |IVF patients nust include three ful
rounds of | VF.

In 2019 New York enacted |egislation
to offer |IVF insurance coverage to coupl es who
are trying to conceive. The |aw requires
i nsurance to cover three conplete cycles of |VF,
but it does not it define what a cycle of |IVF
entails. And due to the lack of explicit

definition in the existing | aw, sone insurance
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conpani es began defining various steps in the |IVF
process as individual cycles instead of covering
all the steps required to actually conplete a
single cycle of 1VF.

The result is that nmany couples are
currently being denied fair insurance coverage
for this essential reproductive healthcare. It
means many couples are left to pay out-of - pocket
even when transferring enbryos from what shoul d
be a covered I VF cycle or when additional cycles
of | VF are needed.

Furthernore, when nultiple enbryo
transfers are not properly covered by insurance,
it creates a perverse incentive to transfer too
many enbryos in a single transfer, which risks
| eadi ng to poor nedical outcones for all involved
in the I VF process.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
your support in passing the Equity Infertility
Treatment Act today to correct this and to expand
access to I VF in our state.

| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Sal azar
will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 97, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Gllivan, Helmng, Mttera,
Murray, O Mara, Ott, Tedi sco and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 9.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 98,
Senate Print 8869, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 98, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Lanza, Rhoads, Tedi sco and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 7.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he suppl enental cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
135, Senate Print 135, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 135, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wei k. Also Senator Chan. Also
Senat or Tedi sco.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 22.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
139, Senate Print 1438A, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 139, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 22.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
140, Senate Print 1633A, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Martins to
explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President.

You know, | -- we had this bill in
committee, in Health Commttee, just this
afternoon. And | do have concerns with regard to
the bill.

W have spent, as a state,

t remendous resources naking sure that our nedica
records are transportable, that these records are
avai | abl e wherever a New Yor ker happens to be.
Because if soneone is ill, unconscious, or needs
nmedi cal treatnment, wherever they happen to be in
the world, M. President, we want to nake sure

t hat New Yorkers have access to their nedica
records and that that heal thcare professional,
wherever they may be, has a clear picture of this
person's health history.

And that's sonething that we as

New Yorkers should rely on, and it's something
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that every New Yorker deserves, because it's
about health. [It's about the health of our
residents.

And the reality is oftentines, or
perhaps too often, the person may be unconsci ous,
not be able to describe adequately what
nmedi cations they're on, what conditions they may
have.

And so anything that prevents
sonmeone frombeing able to | ook at a health
record and determ ne the best course of care for
t hat New Yorker is sonething that we shoul d be
very careful about.

And so people being able to limt
their owm records -- that is, not include certain
things in the record so that that future doctor
does not have the ability to actually see the
whol e picture and may be prescribing or may
actually be perform ng procedures that may harm
that patient, that New Yorker who needs help

The whol e purpose of digital nedical
records is exactly that. The idea that we will
actually pass a law that allows people to review
things fromthere based on their own personal

preferences | think is contrary to public policy,
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it's against the effort that we as a body and as
a state have had consistently.

And you're going to hear, |'m sure,
peopl e say, Wll, given the clinmate, the
political climate in the world today and what's
happeni ng i n Washi ngton, we have to do this.

This isn't about politics, it's
about protecting lives and it's about naking sure
that we protect New Yorkers.

M. President, | vote no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Martins
recorded in the negative.

Senat or Fernandez to explain her

vot e.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you so
much.

And t hank you for explaining your
vote. It's unfortunate that you feel that this

isirrelevant to the tine that we're in. But
this is very relevant. W're seeing this
adm nistration and this president right now
attacki ng individual s based on their history,
t heir choi ces.

And this bill is very clear in

inform ng the patient as to what they are wanting
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to do, letting them know their rights so that
they can opt in and opt out.

And for those that are not nedica
professionals -- and if I'mcorrect, | don't
t hi nk anybody in this roomis a doctor or a
nmedi cal professional -- this piece of |egislation
has been supported by over 200 nedi cal
prof essionals and providers, that this is a
practice that is safe for patients in protecting
their rights and the dignity to their healthcare.

So | proudly vote aye, and | thank
t hose that vote aye as well.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fer nandez
recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank
Senat or Fernandez for this |egislation.

Just imagine if you had an abortion
in New York and then you found yourself in Texas
and you had sone kind of nedical energency. And
you nmay be afraid to go to the hospital because
while they would have to treat you for your

nmedi cal energency, they m ght also have to arrest
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you because they found out from your nedical
records that you had had an aborti on.

O imagine you are a famly taking a
trip and you have a young -- a teenager who is
under goi ng gender-affirm ng care, and sone
nmedi cal energency happens in a state where that
is considered to be a punishable offense. And so
you're afraid to seek nedical care in that place.

This all ows people to protect sone
of that information, personal information, that
coul d be weaponized in a nedical situation. And
| think that actually could nean better medical
care or that people would be nore willing to
access nedical care in those places.

So | think this is good policy, and
| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or May
recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Wik to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you.

The Hi ppocratic OCath says "First, do
no harm" And if we're preventing heal thcare
wor kers from knowi ng what's wong with a patient,
we're doing harm And that's the patient's

faul t.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

294

And so | vote no on this bill

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wi k
recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 140, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 21.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
145, Senate Print 5981, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he

results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 145, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 109.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
149, Senate Print 8257A, by Senator Sutton, an
act directing the Departnment of Health to
establish an alternative paynent met hodol ogy for
Federally Qualified Health Centers.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 149, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

296

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the suppl enmental cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: And now on to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 56,
Senate Print 4497, by Senator Hi nchey, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hel m ng,
why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.

| would Iike to go on the bill, and
then I have a couple of questions for the sponsor
or the sponsor's representative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hel m ng on
the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

M. President, advancing rea
affordability requires, at the very m ni num
under standi ng the costs associated with nandates

like the one included in this bill.
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This bill will absolutely have an
i npact on healthcare premuns at a tinme when we
have an issue with the high cost of healthcare
premuns. Premuns in New York State are anong
the highest in the nation -- roughly 13 percent
hi gher than the national average.

On Saturday | had a neeting with
school superintendents, school board presidents
and ot her representatives fromsone of the 34
school districts that | represent. Healthcare
prem um costs are one of their top concerns.
School s have recently received notification of
prem uns rising anywhere between 21 and
30 percent.

Sim | ar concerns have been shared
with me by our |ocal governnents, |ocal
muni ci palities, who are trying to figure out how
to cover these double-digit prem umincreases for
t heir enpl oyees.

In the Blueprint for New York --
it's a report that was prepared by the Public
Policy Institute of New York -- a top request
fromour New York State businesses is to reduce
the costs of healthcare.

When we' re nmaki ng inportant
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deci sions on heal thcare policy, we absolutely
need sound fiscal physical transparency.

So, M. President, if the sponsor or
support's representative would yield for a couple
of questi ons.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bai l ey,
woul d you yi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Press 1 for
representative. | amhere. | am not
Senat or Hi nchey --

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR BAI LEY: -- but 1 play her
on TV today. Yes.

SENATOR HELM NG Ckay. Through
you, M. President.

Senat or Bail ey, thank you so nuch.
Great to see you.

Can you tell me what the fisca
i mpact of this new insurance nandate -- the
inmpact that it will have on insurance prem uns?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

So first and forenost, | think it's
inmportant to tal k about the turnoil that's
happened i n Washi ngt on because of -- the

heal thcare turnoil is happening a | ot because of
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what' s happeni ng in Washington with a certain
bill that was passed. So that we can tal k about
t ur noi | .

But in terns of how nmuch this bill
woul d cost, | think it roughly would cost the
state $20 million overall for conmercial plans,
Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.
Through you, M. President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

And if | may, because |'m playing
Senat or Hi nchey on TV, it would cost the state
$3 mllion, but the $20 million that | referred
to was for all comrercial plans.

And | do yield, Senator Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

Senator Bailey, the bill that we

have before us says fiscal inplications are none

to the state. | s that accurate?
SENATOR BAI LEY: | -- $3 mllion --
the state would cost $3 mllion. That's our
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staff has indicated that it would cost
$3 mllion.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, on the bill

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hel m ng on
the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

M. President, when we're
considering legislation with the potential to
drive up healthcare prem uns, this body
absol utely shoul d demand fiscal transparency.

| sponsor a bill -- Senator Bail ey,
"1l be bringing it to the Insurance Conmtt ee.
Hope to talk to you before conmttees resune.

My bill, Senate Bill 8619, would
require that all legislation that nmandates or
i nposes new or expanded i nsurance coverage to
have a fiscal note attached. Wat this bill
doesn't do is |limt or discourage expanding
benefits or services. It provides for fiscal
clarity and transparency to help us, to help
| awmakers and to help the consuners and the
peopl e we represent anticipate and prepare for
the financial inpacts.

M. President, I will be voting no
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on the bill before us.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wi shing to be heard?

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Bailey to
explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Hel ming, for
your -- for the debate on the bill.

And | ook, fiscal restraint is really
important, and | agree with my coll eague there.
But as the father of three, as someone who has
enj oyed the benefits, the bountiful benefits of a
famly, | think everybody should be able to enjoy
that. And you shouldn't be able to -- we

shoul dn't be limting that.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

302

And New York State, this was the
first -- this was the first |egislative chanber
in the entire country to pass a bill like this
relating to comrercial insurance. You know, it
shoul dn't take a nedical emergency or sonething
t hat woul d make you nedically infertile for you
to be able to have access to this type of care.

| believe in choice, and | believe
that choice relates not just to how you go about,
you know, your -- having your famly, but when.
And you shoul d be able to decide that.

So | support this bill
whol eheartedly. And |I'mactually excited |
finally got to debate here. | vote aye,

M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bail ey
recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 56, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Hel m ng, Murray, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 11.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
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Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, in consultation
with Senator Ortt, | hand up the follow ng
committee assignnent of the Mnority Conference
and ask that it be filed in the Journal.

THE PRESI DENT: The hand-up is
recei ved and shall be filed in the Journal

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Wdnesday, January 28th, at
3:00 p.m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Wdnesday,
January 28th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:35 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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