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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 20, 2026
3:21 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 18, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, January 16,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Ryan noves
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to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9435 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8820, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 39.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Rules Conmttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
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at 3:23 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:36 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| believe there's a report of the
Rules Commttee at the desk. Can we take that up
at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 1703, by Senator Wbb,
an act to anmend the Education Law

Senate Print 2058, by Senator Wbb,
an act to anmend the Education Law

Senate Print 3155, by
Senat or Cooney, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;

Senate Print 4497, by

Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
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| nsur ance Law,
Senate Print 8544, by

Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend t he Penal Law,
Senate Print 8656A, by

Senat or Mayer, an act to amend the Education Law,
Senate Print 8758, by

Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the

Public Heal th Law,
Senate Print 8763, by Senator Brouk,

an act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law,
Senate Print 8765, by

Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the

Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8766, by

Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the

General Business Law,
Senate Print 8769, by

Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the

Executive Law,
Senate Print 8770, by

Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 8771, by

Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the

Soci al Services Law,

Senate Print 8773, by
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Senat or Harckham an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 8775, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 8776, by
Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 8777, by Senator My,
an act to amend the Econonic Devel opnent Law,
Senate Print 8779, by Senator My,
an act to amend the Agriculture and Markets Law,
Senate Print 8784, by Senator My,
an act to anend the Education Law,
Senate Print 8785, by
Senator Martinez, an act to anmend the
Vet erans' Services Law,
Senate Print 8786, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
| nsurance Law,
Senate Print 8788, by Senator Ott,
an act to amend the County Law;
Senate Print 8789, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to anend the

Gener al Busi ness Law;
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Senate Print 8791, by
Senat or Brisport, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 8792, by Senator Wbb,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8794, by Senator My,
an act to amend the General Business Law
Senate Print 8796, by
Senat or Jackson, an act to amend a chapter of the
Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8797, by Senator My,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8799, by Senator Fahy,
an act to amend the Mental Hygi ene Law,
Senate Print 8801, by
Senat or Baskin, an act to anend the County Law,
Senate Print 8805, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
Educati on Law,
Senate Print 8808, by
Senat or Cooney, an act to anend the
Fi nanci al Services Law,
Senate Print 8809, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to anend the

Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;
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Senate Print 8811, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
General Business Law,
Senate Print 8813, by Senator Mrie,
an act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law,
Senate Print 8815, by Senator Wbb,
an act to anmend the Executive Law
Senate Print 8816, by
Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the
General Business Law,
Senate Print 8819, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 8826, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 8828, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
General Business Law,
Senate Print 8829, by Senator Liu,
an act to anmend the Tax Law
Senate Print 8860, by Senator My,
an act to amend the Donestic Rel ations Law,
Senate Print 8866, by

Senat or Sal azar, an act to anend the
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| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 8869, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 8887, by
Senat or Sepul veda, an act to anmend the
Estates, Powers and Trusts Law.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam Presi dent, | believe there's a privileged
resolution at the desk. Let's take that up, read

it inits entirety, and recognize Majority Leader
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St ewar t - Cousi ns on that resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
privileged resolution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1471, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, comrenorating the
observance of the 41st Annual Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day in the State of New York, on January 19,
2026.

"WHEREAS, Fromtine to tine, we take
note of certain individuals whomwe w sh to
recogni ze for their valued contributions and to
publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have
enhanced t he basic humanity anong us all; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, it is the customof this
Legislative Body to join the people of this great
Enpire State in proudly observing the 41st Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of
New York, on January 19, 2026, taking note of his
many acconplishments and contributions to
manki nd; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. King was a visionary

| eader, mnister, and chanpion of justice whose
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unwavering commtnent to equality, dignity, and
nonvi ol ence transfornmed the course of Anmerican
hi story; and
"WHEREAS, Dr. King was born the
grandson of a slave into a segregated society in
Atl anta, Georgia, on January 15, 1929; and
"WHEREAS, Dr. King was deeply shaped
by his academ ¢ and theol ogi cal training, having
graduat ed from Morehouse Col | ege, attended
Crozer Theol ogi cal Sem nary, and earned a
doctorate in Systematic Theol ogy from Boston
Uni versity, grounding his | eadership in rigorous
schol arshi p, noral philosophy, and faith; and
"WHEREAS, After returning from
Crozer, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
delivered his first sernon at Ebenezer Bapti st
Church in Atlanta and became the church's
co-pastor with his father; and
"WHEREAS, Dr. King energed as one of
the nost influential |eaders of the Cvil Rights
Movenent, dedicating his life to the pursuit of
racial justice and the dismantling of systenic
di scrim nation agai nst Black Anericans through
peaceful protest and noral courage; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. King cane to nationa
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prom nence as a | eader during the Montgonery
Bus Boycott of 1955-1956, where his |eadership
hel ped bring an end to segregation agai nst
Bl ack Anericans on public transportation and
denonstrated the power of organized, nonviol ent
protest; and

"WHEREAS, As a foundi ng nmenber and
presi dent of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, Dr. King coordi nated grassroots
canpai gns and frequently partnered with
organi zati ons such as the Student Nonvi ol ent
Coordi nating Commttee and the Congress of Raci al

Equal ity throughout the South to chall enge

segregationi st | aws agai nst Bl ack Americans and
di scrimnatory practices affecting education,
enpl oynment, housing, and voting rights; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. King played a pivota
role in the Birm ngham Canpai gn of 1963,
confronting segregation through nmass
denonstrations that exposed the brutality of
raci al oppression and gal vani zed nati onal support
for civil rights; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. King hel ped organize
and | ead the March on Washi ngton for Jobs and

Freedomin 1963, where he delivered his historic
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"l Have A Dreaml speech, articulating a vision of
racial equality, economc justice, and unity that
continues to inspire generations; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. King led the Selma to
Mont gonmery voting-rights marches, courageously
confronting voter suppression and state viol ence,
and

"WHEREAS, Dr. King's |eadership
hel ped gal vani ze a national novenent that
chal | enged segregation, voter suppression, and
raci al violence, leading to | andmark achi evenents
such as the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965; and

"WHEREAS, In recognition of his
extraordi nary | eadership and unwaveri ng
commtment to nonviolence in the pursuit of
justice and peace, Dr. King was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, becom ng the youngest
recipient at the tinme; and

"WHEREAS, Through hi s powerful
oratory, witings, and advocacy, Dr. King
articulated a vision of Anerica rooted in
fairness, opportunity, and mutual respect,
rem nding the nation that 'injustice anywhere is

a threat to justice everywhere'; and
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"WHEREAS, Dr. King expanded the
nmovenent's focus to include econonmi c justice,
| abor rights, and the eradication of poverty
through initiatives such as the Poor People's
Canpai gn, recogni zing that civil rights and
econonmic dignity are inseparable; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. King's finest |egacy
of greater social justice for all Americans was
truly reflected in his devotion to serve and
respect others, and in his steadfast |ove for al
humani ty, and taught us that through
nonvi ol ence, courage displaces fear, |ove
transforns hate, acceptance dissipates prejudice,
and rmutual regard cancels enmty; and

"WHEREAS, Even in the face of
threats, violence, and ultimately his
assassination on April 4, 1968, Dr. King renai ned
steadfast in his belief that |love, truth, and
nonvi ol ence coul d overcone hatred, injustice, and
fear; and

"WHEREAS, Despite this i mense | oss,
the I egacy of Dr. King continues to endure
decades later, inspiring ongoing novenents for
fairness and equality; his |l egacy and his dream

continue to be a guiding |ight for generations;
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and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that the commobn and shared
responsi bility of governance denands an
irrevocable commtnent to the preservation and
enhancenent of human dignity as exenplified by
Dr. King; and

"WHEREAS, By honoring the life and
sacrifice of Dr. King, we reaffirma comm tnent
t o uphol di ng denocratic val ues and civic
engagenment, recogni zi ng that we nust continue his
work to preserve a society that reflects the
fundanmental principles of equality and justice
for all as expressed in this nation's founding
docunents; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
and pay tribute to the | egendary life and
achi evenents of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., upon the occasion of the 97th
anni versary of his birth and the cel ebration of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of
New York and t hroughout the nation; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
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resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Bl ack, Puerto Ri can, H spanic and Asi an
Legi sl ative Caucus."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins on the resolution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

| love the begi nning of the year
because it's always a big reset. It's a reset in
terms of getting back to work here, the new year,
all of our resolutions. And today was Budget
Day, so it's areset in taking a | ook at our
fiscal stability in the state. And on Dr. King
Day, for ne, | like to look at it as a reset of
our noral conpass.

Every year | stand in this chanber
to discuss the life and | egacy of the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As a child of the
"60s, | had the privilege of celebrating
Dr. King's birthday ny entire adult life. But
even as a young adult | didn't realize how his
fight inmproved ny living up North.

In the North, blacks weren't being
terrorized overtly by Klans and Klansnen in white

hoods and robes. W weren't being |lynched. W
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weren't being prevented fromboating -- from
voting, rather, with dogs and water hoses.
However, in the North, Blacks were denied access
to integrated housing, quality schools, nost
j obs, loans, equal justice and protection under
t he | aw

In the teenage debates that | had
with nmy friends when we were like, is it
Mal colm X or is it Martin, which had the right
direction, | never really understood how ruch
really was at stake in this fight for
Bl ack Anerica's inclusion in the American dream

Nor did | realize that nmy access to
a better job in corporate Anerica in the late
1970s, along with other wonen, was a result of a
| awsuit defending the rights of not only Bl acks
but everyone of color, and wonen, to have access
to jobs and economic justice. | didn't realize
that it was due to the 1964 Cvil Rights Act that
was born of the efforts of Dr. King and countl ess
ot hers who col |l ectively fought for justice and
equality for all

In moving up in corporate America |
nmet ot hers who benefited fromhis sacrifice and

organi zed fight. 1In addition to white wonen,
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added Asian friends and new friends who spoke
Spani sh.

When Ronal d Reagan decl ared
Dr. King's birthday a national holiday -- and
yes, it was Ronald Reagan -- many of us thought
that the battle was over. But year after year
there are nore and nore people who never |ived
through the pre-civil rights era, didn't realize
how t hey and peopl e that they know actually
benefited. People who never felt or thought
about the cruelty of segregation, of
mar gi nal i zation, the sting of being deened
inferior due to your religion, gender, color or
national origin in the areas protected in 1964.

In fact, over the past 41 years of
cel ebrate MLK, too many of us went from genui ne
reflection to just a day off. And frankly, in
t he hi ghest |evels of governnent, apparently the
recognition of Dr. King seens to have becone a
probl emto degrade and di scard.

Sadly, | understand why. |In today's
Aneri ca, people are being profiled because of the
color of their skin, their |anguage, where they
came from Today our nei ghbors are being

abduct ed by masked governnent agents, taken off
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the streets and detai ned without due process.

Today our government seenms to be
wagi ng a war on every type of diversity, equity
and inclusion, while calling anything
acknow edgi ng the history of governnent -
sanctioned di scrimnation or exclusion, quote,
unquot e, woke.

This all could be discouragi ng and
di smal had we not had the privilege of know ng an
activist preacher and visionary, a so-called
dreaner, who faced all this and dared to
gal vanize a nultiracial, interreligious nultitude
of |ike-m nded dreanmers whose col |l ective action
changed the trajectory of American history.

And that is what | saw in ny
district over the weekend while attending six --
it could have been 10 -- Martin Luther King
events. | was heartened neeting 100-year-old
M| dred Hart, who had marched and protested for
much of her adult life. And | was al so heartened
by neeting two 14-year-olds in Edgenont who have
taken up the fight for the past six years, since
they were 8, organizing a day of service in the
community. After these events | was reassured

that Dr. King's lessons are still filling people
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wi t h hope.

These are not easy tines, but
Dr. King remnds us that it is always the right
time to do the right thing. And he also rem nds
us -- very critical at this nonment -- that the
ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and
cruelty by the bad people, but the silence over
that by the good people.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Leader Stewart- Cousins.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

This is an occasion | | ook forward
to every year. | never |ook forward to speaking
after Leader Stewart-Cousins, but | |ook forward

to her resolution every single year because it is
t he anni versary of when | first spoke on the
floor. And sonme of you |lanent that day because |
haven't stopped tal king since.

But it's inmportant. | have said a
fewtinmes -- | repeat a couple of things -- ny
gr andf at her Janes, the original J.T. Bailey, was

born in 1929 like Dr. King. So |I've always seen
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a parallel of their two inportant lives. Two
Bl ack men fromthe South. Two Bl ack nen that
wer e deni ed opportunity but rose above it.

So | was thinking about how much
agony Dr. King went through, how much agony his
famly went through. But yet he still had faith.
Dr. King rem nded us that faith is taking that
first step when you don't see the whol e
stai rcase.

Many of us who have been to church
have heard the phrase "with the faith of a
mustard seed.” | don't know how many of you al
cook, but if you've ever seen a nustard seed, you
know how small it is. You know how easily it can
get lost in your hands. It can very easily fall.

And he kept the faith because he
believed in a greater tonorrow. Man, he believed
in a greater today. You know about his prescient
speech "I've Been to the Muntaintop,” where he
unfortunately seenmed to predict his own
unfortunate demse. Well, | want to bring you
sonmet hing that we've heard an excerpt from

"And | say if the inexpressible

cruelties of slavery couldn't stop us, the

opposition that we now face, including the
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so-cal l ed white backlash, will surely fail
We're going to win our freedom because both the
sacred heritage of our nation and the eternal
will of the Alm ghty God are enbodi ed in our
echoi ng demands.

"So | can still sing 'W Shal
Overcone.' W shall overcone because the arc of
the noral universe is long, but it bends towards
justice. W shall overcone because Carlyle is
right: 'No lie can |ive forever.' W shal

overcome because Wlliam Cullen Bryant is right:

"Truth crushed to earth will rise again.' W
shal | overcone because Janes Russell Lowell is
right: '"Truth forever on the scaffold, wong

forever on the throne, yet that scaffold sways
the future.'

"Wth this faith we will be able to
hew, out of the nountain of despair, a stone of
hope. "

You' ve heard about the noral arc of
t he uni verse, but you need to know where it cane
from-- a speech that he gave to
Stanford University.

| try to think about the positive

side of MLK and how the life | essons that he
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taught are passed on today.

Yest erday, Madam President, there
was a docunentary that came out call ed Hoops,
Hopes and Dreans. And Anbassador Andrew Young
was interviewed. And he told the story, the true
story of Martin Luther King, Jr., walking into
the Butler Street YMCA in Atlanta, the only YMCA
that permtted Bl ack people to play basketball at
that time. And MK walked in with a full suit
on, wal ked to the basketball court. He took off
his jacket, but he kept his tie on and proceeded
to play and demanded the ball.

Now, he went up -- and they tell the
story he went up for -- right -- it's describing
a nove called the Euro Step in now nodern-day
parl ance. He went up with his right hand, a
si x-four defendant went up, and then he went --
he did a reverse.

And Andrew Young said, "I didn't
know you can do that." He said, "There's a | ot
you don't know that | can do."

And fromthen on, he called
Anmbassador Andrew Young his point guard for the
Cvil R ghts Movenent. You' ve heard nme wax

poeti c about the power of sports and the majesty
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of sports, but the reality is true. How you are
on a basketball court does dictate how you live
your life. Are you a willing passer? Are you
willing to do what it takes for the teamto w n,
or are you just going to shoot the ball wthout
i mpunity whether your teamwins or not? That's
what -- that's why Dr. King chose Anbassador
Young to be his point forward.

For those of you who are unfam i ar
wi th basketball, a point guard is the one who
sets the stage. You nake sure you orchestrate
the flow of the offense and that you put your
teamin the best position.

While | respect all of the work that
t he great Anmbassador Andrew Young has done, |
woul d say MLK is our point guard. He's our point
guard for justice. He's our point guard for
ri ght eousness, our point guard for fearl essness,
that North Star.

And | never knew that he played
basket bal |, Madam President. But they spoke
about how basketbal | back then was used as a tool
to organi ze and grab younger fol ks and bring them
into the novenent. They were neeting people

where they were at. Now you're on the basketbal l
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court: I'mgoing to talk to you about why we
need to make this court better, about your role
in maki ng sure that we can all have courts |ike
this. About how we can nake sure that the Butler
Street YMCA isn't the only place where Bl ack

fol ks can play ball, Madam Presi dent.

Putting people into a novenent by
the use and freedom of their bodies, which were
shackl ed. W cel ebrate 250 years of this
country. W've only been celebrating this
holiday for 41 years. W've only had our civil
rights for alittle bit |onger than that,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And as we cel ebrate 250, | want
people to be rem nded of what Dr. King was trying
to get people to see. Sonme saw. Sone needed to
try to silence that voice. And they did in the
physical form but -- they killed the dreaner,
but you can't kill the dream

| heard this phrase at a judicial
i nduction the other day. Reverend Patrice
Wal | ace- Moore from Mount Vernon, |'ve got to give
her credit. She said sonmething that stuck with
me: That we're not here to just wn

chanpi onshi ps, we're here to build chanpi ons.
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And that's what Dr. King was doing
He was buil di ng chanmpions. And the further that
we go away fromwhat his mssion was, the further
we'll stray. Those of you who have Verizon, you
| ost service | ast week. Sonetines when you | ose
service it is because you get too far away from
the tower. Wen we drift too far away fromthe
tower, we | ose the signal

Don't forget what the North Star was
saying. Don't forget why he had a dream Don't
forget about the injustices that he spoke of.
Don't forget about it.

So when you go next year to your
MK cel ebrations, | want you to think about are
you fulfilling what Dr. King said. What he said
life' s nobst persistent and urgent question was:
What are you doing for others?

Thank you, Madam President. My
God bless the |life and | egacy of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senator Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| want to thank the | eader for
continuing to bring this resolution forward.

|"msorry to have to speak after
Senat or Bail ey and change the tone, because | am
nowhere near going to be as articulate as
Senator Bailey, but I"'mgoing to try to get ny
poi nt acr oss.

As we rise today to honor the life
and |l egacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, a nan whose
courage, noral clarity and dreamfor justice
transforned the consci ence of our nation,

Dr. King taught us that the arc of the nora
universe is long but it bends towards justi ce.

Yet he rem nded us that it does not
bend on its own. It takes all of us, in our
streets, our schools, our churches and our seats
of power, to nove it forward, recogni zi ng where
we' ve been and how far we've cone is inportant
not just for neeting today's chall enges, but for
all future generations.

Qur political history cannot grow
and evol ve w thout that understandi ng of our
past. Yet there is still much work that we have
to do to nove forward, nmaking sure the ful

hi story of our nation is told and preserved,
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especially the stories that have been too often
over| ooked or left out of our archives.

| often say -- it's often said that
a systemthat fails one group today can fail any
of us tonmorrow. This is why Dr. King said
"I njustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere," and why justice nust apply to
everyone every time. That nessage is not just a
history lesson, it's sonething that conmunities

have to live and carry forward.

Across New York State and especially

i n nei ghborhoods like mne in the 14th Senate
District, the best Senate district in the
state -- really --

(Laughter; overtal k.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: Argunent? Ckay.
Well, we'll do that argunent another tine.

But across ny nei ghborhoods | had
many Bl ack | eaders who stood up, spoke out and
did the hard work of pushing our denocracy to be
nore fair, nore inclusive and nore
representative. They were in the Gvil Rights
Movenent. They pushed to expand access. They
pushed to ensure that our voices were heard.

There were a few civil rights
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| eaders and activists that lived in District 14,
and a couple that I was honored to know.

Jefferson Diggs, who worked for ny
predecessor, Archie Spigner, and worked ne, was a
renowned civil rights activist. He participated
in early sit-ins against segregated |unch
counters. He was one of the first
African- Anerican reporters at the New York Daily
News. He was involved in community civil rights
work with the NAACP and nany ot her | ocal
organi zations. He marched at Selma. He marched
with King. He was very early in the process, but
he resided in Queens in his |last years and spread
that information to many young people over tine.

Al so Linda McDonald {ph}, a civil
rights pioneer fromthe East El mhurst area. She
mar ched also with Dr. King in the '60s. She took
part in sit-ins and later |ed civic organizations
and NAACP-1i nked groups advocating for racial
equal ity and comunity enpower ment.

Fl orence V. Lucas, a great civil
rights | eader. She was the first Black wonman
from Queens adnitted to the New York Bar. She
served as the president of the Jamai ca, Queens,

NAACP branch in the '50s and ' 60s and was | ater
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deputy comm ssioner of the New York State
Di vision of Human Rights. Her | eadership was
influential in expanding civil rights and
antidiscrimnation efforts locally and statew de.

Al so Roy WIkins, a nane that many
of you know, a longtine civil rights |eader and
| ongti me head of the NAACP. He was a nmmjor
African- Anrerican | eader and civil rights | egacy.
We're honored to have a park naned for himin the
ar ea.

And there were nmany other historica
figures that had Queens roots or ties. WE. B.
Du Bois, who lived in Addisleigh Park, where
they're trying to put a BESS facility in a
hi stori ¢ nei ghborhood -- that's a discussion for
anot her day. To put a location which has fires
all the tinme right next to -- less than 50 feet
away froma historic hone is terrible.

But we had nany ot her nati onal
figures that lived in ny district:
Shirl ey Chisholm Jackie Robinson, other major
not abl e people. Queens was hone for many
nmusi ci ans and ot her people. And today we al so
still have many people that are in ny

comunity -- | could nane names for a while that
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my office gave nme, but | won't.

We have a proud | egacy of people
t hat have expanded Dr. King's vision of equality
and enpowernent. W have many peopl e that have
continued to nmake connections to nmake sure that
we can continue carrying the torch, striving for
voti ng access, fair housing, and equitable
educati on.

The ideas Dr. King lived and died
for remain living principles in our country, from
our churches that marched for justice to our
young organi zers ensuring that every vote counts.
As we reflect on his | egacy, we know t hat
Dr. King's dream was not one of conpl acency but
of commitment to justice, to service and to
comunity action.

So today as we honor Dr. Martin
Lut her King and his | egacy, |let us rededicate
ourselves to the unfinished work of equality.

Let us renenber the trailblazers from New York
who stood beside himin spirit and purpose. Let
us rem nd our young people that your actions,
your vision, and your decisions will echo through
this chanber and our communities all over this

country.
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And | et us renenber that we need to
do that with justice, opportunity and | ove, to
ensure that our history will never be erased by
anyone. Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to first thank our |eader for
bringing this history | esson that we need so nuch
this day and age.

O course | will take another nonent
to explain to my bel oved col | eague from his part
of Queens that | represent the Talented 10th
Senatorial District, so |l won't take himthat
way.

But | nust admt, Madam President, |
was scared when | heard Senator Bail ey speak.

t hought he was condemi ng ny basketbal |l skills.
It is true that if you -- if you don't play, you
kind of lose it, so | thought he was condenni ng.
But he brought ne back on, and there's a role for

us all, even for sone of us who have to be the
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water boy. So there's a role for us all.

But | want to tell you about the
unfini shed busi ness of the Reverend Dr. Martin
Lut her King, Jr., the unfinished business. Yes,
he went to the nountaintop. Yes, he did all of
these incredible things. But | would suggest to
you that those are not the things that got him
killed. Those were things that created a certain
amount of tension, a certain amount of friends of
eneni es.

But what got himkilled was, | would
suggest to you, two different things. The first
is the Poor Peopl es's Canpai gn, the Poor People's
Canpai gn, when he started speaking on this. And
t he second, of course, was his position on the
Vi et nam War, on the Vietnam War.

Now, the Poor People's Canpaign, for
t hose who don't renmenber it, had to do with many
different things. But you could | ook at four
different things on it. You would look at his
position on health, how he felt that there should
be a universal system of healthcare so people
woul d not have to face inpoverishnment or just
dyi ng. Those would not be the stock choi ces.

He spoke of how we shoul d have ful
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enpl oyment, a full-enpl oynent society, a place
where everyone who wanted a job and was willing
to get out there, had a worthy job for

t hensel ves.

He al so spoke of human dignity, of
how we had to figure out how to | ove one anot her,
that we didn't have to, in one sense, |ike one
anot her, but you had to figure out how to | ove
one another. And especially for those who may be
the imm grants, the outsiders, those who we don't
really know, those are who are currently being
rounded up even as we speak, and | CE-ed away
somewhere in other places.

He al so spoke of |abor rights, the
rights and the dignity of humans to form uni ons
of labor. W should study those things. Those
things are under attack even as we speak.

But he al so spoke of endl ess wars,
endl ess wars. Now, this nay sound famliar to
many people, but he wasn't speaking of Venezuel a,
possi bly Mexico, could be Canada, m ght be
Greenland -- only God knows what we're going to
do next week.

He was speaki ng of his day, Vietnam

Vietnam He was speaking of the Vietnanese War,
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that seened to be an endl ess and a draining of
t he American econony.

He spoke of how you can't -- you
can't fight two things. You can't have a War on
Poverty and in one sense a war on the poor.
You' d have to figure out which one you wanted to
win. And one, | would argue, is unwi nnable. If
you' re having an endl ess war on the poor, it wll
never be ended. But you can win a war on
poverty.

And as | conclude -- and there are
better speakers who will cone after me -- | wll
rem nd you that the Reverend Doctor certainly
coul d be our point guard, and should be, and al
of us should pay attention to that. But he
t hought of hinmself as a drum major, just as a
drumnmajor. Not as a general, not as a big guy
with a banner in his hand, just as a drum major.

And to rem nd you, a drum najor has
four functions. The first function of a drum
maj or, of course, is to call people to battle.
There is a war, let us fight it. Al those who
want to win, cone on this side; all those who
don't want us to win, go on the other side. A

drum ngj or.
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The second function of a drum ngj or
is that they notivate. Going to war is often a
scary process, whether you are fighting in sone
unknown | and or you are fighting right at the end
of your bl ock, or your neighbors. Going to
war -- and hopefully the war will be of the m nd,
something that we can win in a peaceful fashion
Going to war can be a scary thing, and a drum
maj or calls people and notivates peopl e.

A drummajor also rallies the
troops. Sonetines when you're out there -- and |
woul d suggest that this is such a time -- you may
becone battle-weary. You' ve gone through too
much. The battles never seemto stop. There's
al ways sonmething. Next week is it Geenland or
is it this one or -- there's always sonet hing
com ng at you. But a drumnajor rallies the
troops. That steady beat, that confident beat
that says this is the way forward and here's
where we're goi ng.

The last thing that a drum maj or
does is, if need be, a drummjor calls retreat.
He tells you, Okay, this is not the battle that
we're going to win today. W're going to have to

go back over this way. W're not going to just
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t hrow t he weapons and flee, we're going to go in
an organi zed fashion and retreat.

Now, | woul d suggest to you, as |
concl ude, that the Drum Maj or beat many different
calls but he never sounded our retreat. He never
called for us to retreat on this field of battle.

And | woul d suggest to you that now
is atinme, nore than any other in this winter in
Anerica, where we would see who are the true
American winter soldiers, who are the people who
believe in Arerica for all of us and not just
some of us, not just a talented handful over here
and the rest of us. W are those who are strong
enough, brave enough to say no when everybody
seens to be saying yes?

I n season or out of season, the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., stood for
norality, for health, for dignity of people that
woul d never know him

And | will suggest to you that we
are not going to hear the call for retreat.
Because every time | hear him | hear the call to
nove forward, the challenge to take the next
hill, to get to that golden city on the hill that
he spoke of where all of us can be judged by the
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content of our character and not the color of our
ski n.

Thank you very much
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Sanders.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank the
Majority Leader for her wonderful exposition
here.

| had the honor yesterday to mark
the 50th anniversary citywide Martin Luther King
Day cel ebration at the Harriet Tubman Menori al
AME Zion Church in Auburn, the city where
Harriet Tubman chose to spend the | ast decades of
her life.

It was uplifting to be in the church
with so many peopl e who have been doing the work
of justice for so long. But |I also found nyself
t hi nki ng about people who are new to the
struggle. Dr. King once said: "The nonviolent
approach does not imredi ately change the heart of

t he oppressor, it first does something to the
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hearts and souls of those conmtted to it. It
gi ves them new self-respect. It calls up
resources and courage they did not know they
had. "

| think we are seeing his words cone
true every day in this country -- in M nneapolis,
in Los Angeles, in Portland, in Chicago, and here
across this state. People just living their
lives who see shocking acts of violence from
masked federal agents right outside their doors,
and suddenly they di scover courage they never
knew t hey had.

On this Martin Luther King Day | am
so grateful for his -- his nodel of nonviol ence
and his willingness to |ift up the radical notion
of nonviolent resistance as a true solution to
t he ki nds of desperate problens we're facing
ri ght now.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or May.

Senat or Ranbs on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | imagine Dr. Martin
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Lut her King, Jr., nust be one of the nbst quoted

peopl e to have ever wal ked this planet. But for

me, nore than the words he spoke, | really find a

| ot of neaning in the standards that he set. And

standards for how a nation should treat its
peopl e and how those entrusted with power should
carry it.

Dr. King rem nded us that justice
isn't just a feeling, it's a practice. |It's
something we return to day after day in the
choi ces that we nake, in the |laws that we pass
here, and the way we treat those who place their
trust in this institution.

And his story is often told on a
national stage, but in nmy district it's very
often a local one. Before he becane a voice
heard around the world, Dr. King was a student
pastor at First Baptist Church in East El mhurst,
Queens. He wal ked our streets, he |learned from
our congregations, he sharpened his noral vision
in the conpany of everyday people who believed
that faith, community and public life would be
woven together in the service of sonething
greater than oursel ves.

That history matters because it
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rem nds us that the work of denobcracy doesn't
begin in grand speeches, it begins in

nei ghbor hoods, in houses of worship, in

cl assroons, and in conversations anong peopl e who
may not al ways agree but who still choose to stay
engaged with one anot her.

Dr. King believed deeply, deeply in
denocracy -- not as confort, but as conmtnent.
In fact, the 1965 Voting R ghts Act granted
peopl e who ook like me the right to vote in this
country for the very first tinme.

He knew that there wasn't any
denocracy wi thout full participation, and that
there's no freedomw thout the right to disagree.
And there's no unity without the courage to keep
showi ng up for one another even when the path
forward is contested.

He called us to build what he naned
"the bel oved community,"” a society where justice
and peace are not rivals, but partners. \Were
dignity is not reserved for the powerful but
extended to everyone. And in this chanber that
calling takes a very real form It |ooks like
the laws that protect working famlies. It |ooks

i ke systenms that treat people fairly even when
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it's difficult. 1t looks |ike debates that are
gui ded by conviction but grounded in respect.

Because denocracy does not only live
in the nonents we comenorate, it lives in the
daily, often unseen work of public service -- in
the way we listen to our constituents and the
care we bring to our legislation, and in the
standards we set for ourselves and for each
ot her.

Dr. King neasured a society by how
it treats those at the margins. That renmains one
of the clearest tests of our work today. | nean,
much |i ke the Bible, where it says that we | ove
t hy nei ghbor, he didn't believe that had any
asterisk. He didn't say |ove thy nei ghbor except
for nmenbers of the LGBTQ community. He didn't
| ove thy nei ghbor except for immgrants. He
didn't say any exception to the love that we're
supposed to feel for one another and to uplift
each ot her.

So as we honor his legacy, | hope
that we don't only do so with praise, but with
purpose. And | want us here in the Senate to
continue to lead with the values that we have and

t hat wel cone the debate w thout deneaning
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di fference. That understands that hope becones
real when it's witten into law and it's felt in
peopl e's |ives.

So here's hoping that we continue to
bend that arc here in New York and for the
generations that will inherit the world that
we' re buil di ng.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too want to thank our Majority
Leader for continuing to bring forward this
resol ution every year.

You know, as al ready has been
stated, yesterday we all collectively paused as a
state and as a nation to honor the Iife and
enduring legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
one of the nobst consequential |eaders in Amrerican
history and a giant of the Cvil Ri ghts Mvenent.

Dr. King chall enged our nation to
confront its deepest injustices and to live up to

its founding prom se of freedom equality, and
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justice for all.

Now, we renmenber Dr. King as an
incredible civil rights | eader, mnister, orator,
father, husband, a renarkabl e human bei ng.

Dr. King's | egacy continues to echo across
generations because his service spoke truth to
power. It carries with it the hope and the heavy
burden of system c oppression, persecution,
bigotry, and other barriers that create
chal I enges for countl ess individuals and
comunities across our very nation and state.

Dr. King rem nded us that civi
rights are not confined to history books --
al t hough there are constant efforts to erase
t hose books -- or to commenorative dates. His
wor k ext ended beyond voting rights and
desegregation to include econom c justice, |abor
rights, education, and the noral responsibility
of the governnment to take care of its people.

Dr. King once said: "W are now
faced with the fact that tonorrow is today. W
are confronted with the fierce urgency of now.

In this unfol ding conundrum of |ife and history,
there is such a thing as being too late. This is

no tinme for apathy or conplacency. This is a
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time for vigorous and positive action.™

| believe that this quote is very
relevant in this nmoment in tinme that we all find
ourselves in our collective history, where there
are very powerful efforts to erase his |egacy
t hrough federal actions, ongoing cognitive
di ssonance, disservice and noral degradation from
| eaders who will quote himand then actively
pursue policies and practices that actively erode
everyt hing he worked and sacrificed for.

W are in that fierce urgency of now
because we are continuing to experience the
catastrophic erosion of human rights across our
state, country and beyond. And so his words and
| eadership remain as a powerful call to action
urging all of us in this chanber and our
comunities, in this great state and beyond, to
rej ect apathy and conpl acency and to commt
oursel ves to vigorous and positive action in the
face of injustice.

And as we reflect on Dr. King's
| egacy, let us all recommt ourselves not only to
honoring his words but to advancing his vision
t hrough our service in this chanber and in our

conmuni ti es. Let this resolution serve as a
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rem nder that the work of justice is our
assi gnment and that each of us has a
responsibility to carry it forward, now and for
generations to cone.

| proudly vote aye on this
resolution. Thank you, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Webb.

Senat or Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First | want to thank the Senate
| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
resolution to the floor, as she always does. |
especially enjoy listening to her words on this
day. She brings a context and a thoughtful ness
that | think few can.

As you all know, this is the only
resolution | speak on.

| also enjoyed listening to the
many fine words of ny colleagues. And in
listening to my colleagues, it is clear that al
these years later Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
still has the power to bring out the best of us.

It's clear that all these years later the path he
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set out for all of us is still valid and one we
must continually try to foll ow

Dr. Martin Luther King was, to ne,
one of the greatest of all Anmericans. Like
Abraham Li ncol n, he set out to repair the
nation's house that was and is divided agai nst
itself. In the process, he changed history --
not just American history, but world history --
for the better.

Dr. Martin Luther King reveal ed
truth and advanced justice. Not by tearing down
America, but rather by enbracing its principles
and pushing -- yes, fighting -- to bring us
closer to living up to its prom se.

Lots of people try to imtate
Dr. Martin Luther King. Mbst fall short.
Everyone wants to tell you what Dr. Martin Luther
Ki ng woul d say about sonet hi ng happeni ng today or
yesterday and tonorrow. None of us know. |
certainly don't. The funny thing is when people
tell you what Dr. Martin Luther King would say,
it always ends up being sonething that they would
say, whether or not Dr. Martin Luther King ever
l'ived.

But even that, even that, Leader, is
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a conplinent. Because at the end of the day,
with all our weakness and faults, we can al
agree that he was one of the greatest people to
ever live. And we all want greatness on our

si de.

So | don't always know what he woul d
say, but I know this. He was a man of faith. He
brought light to darkness. He brought truth to
the lies. And he brought |ove to hate.

And on this earth, it takes great
bravery and courage to do all that. And he had
it, and he did it. And all those things he did
and said should still remain an inspiration to
each of us.

Now, he was taken away from us too
soon in a violent act -- the very thing he fought
and dedicated his |ife against. None of us know
why. | don't have the answer. | often turn to
the Bible for inspirationinny life, and it
seens to ne for sone reason sonetines greatness
and goodness requires death as an excl amati on
poi nt .

And certainly, certainly Dr. Martin
Lut her King's voice was not silenced, as

Senator Bailey said, that day. But in fact, and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

200

remar kably, it has grown | ouder every day since.
And that is a truly remarkable thing, and a
beauti ful thing.

And it says to ne that in a world
where everything is far from perfect and nmaybe
everyone is not acting the way they ought to,
sonmehow there's still enough decency in us
collectively to nake sure that his voice is never
silenced. And so we ought to be grateful to
t hat .

The other thing I know -- and I'1I1
end with this, Madam President -- is that there's
no doubt the world is better because Dr. Martin
Luther King lived. And as |long as we never get
too far fromwhat he taught and from his exanpl e,
we'll still have the chance to get where he
wanted us to go.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Senat or Brisport to close.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And thank you to our Majority Leader

for introducing this resolution.
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Dr. King said "W are not nakers of
hi story, we are nade by history.”" And today in
2026 | want to acknow edge the torch of nany of
the fights we have fought to get to this point.

W are six years since the mass
nmobi | i zati ons of George Floyd, sone of the
| argest mass nobilizations in our nation's
hi story.

W are 13 years since three Bl ack
wonen coi ned the phrase "Bl ack Lives Matter."

W are 18 years since the election
of the first Black president.

We are 31 years since the
MIllion Man March; 63 years since the "I Have A
Dreant speech; 105 years since the Tul sa Race
massacre; 161 years since the 13th Anendnent
abol i shed sl avery, nostly; 406 years since the
first slaves were brought to Anerica.

The history is long, and the work
continues. And Dr. King said: "True peace is
not nmerely the absence of tension, it is the
presence of justice." He would want us to
enbrace radical solitary with every fight we have
today: Solitary with the nurses on strike,

solidarity with the inmgrants being terrorized
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by ICE, solidarity with every New Yorker being
pushed out of their conmmunity by an affordability
crisis, solidarity with every parent who is
worried about how to afford childcare.

Dr. King, a denocratic socialist,
woul d advocate that this year we fight for
everybody and we fight against the systens that
harm us, fight against the inperialismthat
brought Europeans to Africa 500 years ago and
today brings the American mlitary to Venezuel a
and maybe Greenland. Fight against the
capitalismthat brought Bl ack bodies to Anerica
as capital and still keeps noney and power
concentrated in the hands of a few wealthy white
men.

Fight for the ultimte econonic
justice: Reparations. And not just to fight,
but to win.

Ashay, and thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent ,

the | eader would like to open this resolution for

cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you

choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
let's take up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,
Senate Print 8752, by Senator Scarcell a-Spanton,
an act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

There's a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Ranps noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9479 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8753, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 9,
Assenbly Nunber 9479, by Assenbl ynenber Bronson,
an act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 9, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Oberacker and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 12,
Senate Print 8756, by Senator Rivera, an act to
anmend a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 12, voting in the negative are
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Senators Borrello, Chan, Lanza, Martinez,
ber acker, Tedisco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 14,
Senate Print 8761, by Senator Conrie, an act to
anmend the Real Property Actions and Proceedi ngs
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 14, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Chan and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There's

a substitution at the desk
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hi nchey
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9441 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8764, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 16.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 17,
Senate Print 8767, by Senator Serrano, an act to
amend the Parks, Recreation and Hi storic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 17, voting in the negative:
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Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 18,
Senate Print 8768, by Senator Bailey, an act to
anend the Real Property Law and the Real Property
Actions and Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 25,
Senate Print 8787, by Senator Addabbo, an act to
anmend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering and
Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 26,
Senate Print 8790, by Senator Scarcell a-Spanton,
an act to amend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 30,
Senate Print 8802, by Senator Cleare, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 19. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 30, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 33,
Senate Print 8806, by Senator Myer, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

Madam Speaker .

Today | rise to proudly vote in
favor of the chapter amendnent to ny bill which
woul d direct counties, together with cities,
towns, villages and other EMS providers, to
devel op conprehensive plans to provide
coordi nated EMS services within their counti es.

This i ssue has been a long tine
coming. | first introduced a conprehensive bil
to inprove New York's EMS systemin 2022. And
since then, ny colleagues, particularly
Assenbl yman Otis and |, together with the
energency service comunity, have worked
tirelessly to get to a path forward.

Finally the Legislature and the

Governor have reached an agreenent on a path
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forward to support EMS providers. This agreenent
begins to address the serious statew de
chal I enges facing the current EMS system which
now has gaps in coverage and unaccept abl e
wait times in comunities both upstate and down.

EMS is essential to help all of our
comunities. W need a bigger solution. This is
the start of a solution that will work in letting
counties work together with providers to figure
out how to nove forward to ensure nmaxi mum
cover age.

| proudly vote aye and thank ny
col | eagues for working so hard on this issue for
the | ast four years.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 39,
Assenbly Bill 9435, by Assenbl ynenber Magnarelli,
an act to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 45,
Senate Print 8827, by Senator Gounardes, an act
to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 45, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 48,
Senate Print 8834, by Senator Baskin, an act to
amend the | ndian Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 48, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris {sic}, that
conpl etes the readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Let's pl ease go
to the reading of the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 16,
Assenbly Nunber 9441, by Assenbl ynenber Jacobson,
an act to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Hel m ng be heard on the
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Hel m ng
may be heard.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. This anendnent is clearly germane, as
both the bill before this body and t he anendnent
that I put forward will provide transparency
about the costs inpacting utility bills.

The bill-in-chief requires utilities
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to provide a detailed list of proposed capital
expenditures included in a rate case. The
anendnent | have brought forward, Senate Bil

5251, by sponsor Senator Patricia
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, goes even further with
transparency by directing the Public Service
Conmi ssion to determ ne and di scl ose the cost, on
a per-ratepayer basis, of conpliance with the
provi sions of the Cimte Leadership and
Community Protection Act.

Madam Presi dent, | amvery confident
t hat people across this state would agree: W
need full disclosure and transparency so that
peopl e can understand why their costs are
skyrocketi ng.

When the CLCPA was passed in 2019,
it was done without any public assessnment of its
cost. That point was raised here today tinme and
time again on this floor.

And then later on, we heard fromthe
New York State Conptroller. In his July 2024
report, he notes that the costs of transitioning
to renewabl e energy are not known, nor have they
been reasonably estinmated. He went on to say

that the funding sources to cover those costs
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have not been identified and, as we've been
saying all along, have left the ratepayers as the
pri mary source of funding.

What we do know since the passage of
the CLCPA nandate is that New York's electricity
prices are up nearly 50 percent and
New Yorkers -- including famlies, seniors,
wor kers, businesses and our famly farmers -- are
payi ng 50 percent nore for electricity than the
nati onal average.

In addition, these all-electric
mandat es and the inplenentation dates, they're
unachi evable. 1In so many areas of our state
we're seeing this over and over again. |t just
keeps playing out. The electricity capacity does
not exi st.

We've had residential projects that
have been conpletely either stalled or pulled off
t he books, at a tinme when we have a housi ng
crisis and need nore housing. W've heard from
busi nesses who have del ayed expansi on pl ans
because of the uncertainty surroundi ng these
unachi evabl e mandat es.

Madam Chair, 1'Il offer this: That

rat epayers deserve to know exactly how rmuch these
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policies and unfunded nandates are costing them
Thi s anendnent is an opportunity to provide this
critical honesty and transparency. And for these
reasons, Madam President, | urge you to
reconsi der your ruling and urge ny coll eagues to
vote in favor of the cost transparency anmendnent
that is before you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Hel m ng.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam President. | just want to share a
f ew observati ons.

Nunber one, the costs of the scoping
plan are clearly identified in Chapter 10. As we
have pointed out on the floor before, the net
benefit of the CLCPA to the taxpayers and
rat epayers of New York State is well over
$100 billion.

Nunmber two, NYI SO, the utilities and
j ust about anybody working on this issue wll
tell you that one of the reasons our rates in
New York are higher is not because of the CLCPA,
not because of clean energy. A kilowatt of w nd
and solar is by far the cheapest form of energy,
cheaper than natural gas, oil, or especially
nucl ear. What's driving our costs are data
farms, Al, cryptocurrency, and these |arge

| ast-m | e war ehouses.
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So | once again just rise to put on
the record that the CLCPA is not what's driving
costs. And the solutions to the CLCPA are the
same things that Texas is using. Texas is the
bi ggest oil state in the nation and one of the
|argest in the entire world, and all of their new
generation is renewable -- wind, solar, and
battery storage. And in the process they have
saved their ratepayers $30 billion because they
know it is the fastest to scale and it is
cheapest per kilowatt.

So havi ng sayi ng that, Madam Chair,
or Madam President, | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Not to disagree with my coll eague on
the other side of the aisle, but the idea that
the kilowatt hours are cheaper for wi nd and sol ar
than traditional fornms of energy is just not

true. If it were true, then why would we need
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t hese extensive power purchase agreenents where
conpani es are forced to buy green energy at a
much higher rate, and it's often subsidized by
t he ratepayers and the taxpayers?

If it was actually cheaper, we
woul dn't need those power purchase agreenents

that force even public utilities and

not-for-profits to have to pay nore and gi ve back

less to the folks that they' re supposed to be
benefiting. So this is just not true, it is
sinply not true.

And if the CLCPA was naking things
cheaper, then why did this body ban utility
conpani es frombeing able to outline an item zed
list of what the costs are fromthe CLCPA to the
rat epayers?

So let's not pretend here that we
are actually saving people noney when in fact we
are costing people nore noney and driving nore
peopl e out of the state.

On this particular bill, 1'll be
voting yes. But on the concept of green energy
bei ng cheaper, I'ma flat-out no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

222

Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| will be voting yes on this bill.
Whenever we can take steps to be nore transparent
about the costs to ratepayers, | fully support
that, and that's what this bill does.

However, |I'd |ike to point out that
in ny area the mandates, including the CLCPA,
New York State fees and taxes to conply with
energy mandates, have been estimated to drive up
gas and el ectric costs anywhere between
20 percent and 27 percent.

Pendi ng rate cases that are out
there right now are estimted on the delivery
costs al one of energy, of electricity, to ny
constituents and many others in this room are
estimated to increase the cost by 37 percent.

So the notion that the CLCPA is not
driving up costs for ratepayers, is sonehow
making it true, is just not accurate.

| vote yes, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Hel mng to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
voting yes on this bill.

And I"'mreally happy and | thank the
| eader for bringing it to the floor today.

This bill is incredibly inportant
because it provides transparency to the capital
projects that utility conpani es are doi ng across
our districts.

One of the reasons why ratepayer
bills are increasing and why this transparency is
so inportant is because a nunber of utility
conpani es actually continue to build fossil fuel
infrastructure, including in places where it's no
| onger needed and has been transitioned to
renewabl es.

And so being able to have that
transparency to not waste ratepayer dollars on
infrastructure that we are noving away from and
i nstead invest into renewabl e energy that we do
know for a fact is cheaper is incredibly
i mportant.

So this bill will provide that
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transparency and save people noney. And |'m
really glad it's comng to the floor today, and |
t hank ny col | eagues for voting for it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 39,
Assenbly Bill 9435, by Assenbl ynenber Magnarelli,
an act to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President. |'mhoping that my coll eague
Senat or Ryan might yield to a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ryan, do you yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senator, | appreciate that.
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Through you, Madam President, |
was -- | was -- first off, I want to thank the
sponsor for sponsoring the underlying bill,

Madam Presi dent, and | was honored to go on the

bill as a cosponsor. Because in addition to this
bill relating to pole attachnment safety and
quality, I viewed this as being a bill that also

pronot ed transparency and accountability for the
utility conpani es and tel ecommuni cati on conpani es
that were utilizing utility poles.

But | noticed that in the chapter
amendnment that is before us, a nunber of
i mportant provisions that caused ne to be a
cosponsor on the bill are now being renoved. And
| just wanted to ask a few questions with respect
to sonme of the things that have been renoved.

In the initial legislation it
appeared to require that there be preregistration
before installations were actually acconpli shed,
so that individuals who were interested, be it
muni ci palities, be it individual residents who
wer e concerned about what was being installed on
a pole would be able, in advance of the
installation, to have that information.

It appears as though that
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preregi stration has now been turned into al nost
an after-action report, where the report woul d be
conpiled up to a year after the installation, as
opposed to providing individuals with
pre- knowl edge of what's being installed on those
pol es.

Can you explain why that change has
been made?

SENATOR RYAN: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Wen | say -- are you referring
to the portion with the right-of-way permts, |I'm
assum ng?

SENATOR RHOADS: |"mreferring to

Section 119-E of the bill.

SENATOR RYAN: So obviously with
the intent being to note who is requesting to get
on those poles, to kind of get out in front of
it, I guess if you will for the reporting aspect
of it, I don't know as to why the intent with
taking it out.

But with the reporting database
afterwards, | believe that there is sufficient --
t he nechani sm bei ng, of the reporting, who's
goi ng on the poles, what they requested to go on

t he pol es, what work is being done, the
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time franme, and al so knowi ng who's going to go on
them post, | think that that would be sufficient
to be okay with it.

I|"mokay with it. | think it
acconpl i shes sort of the sanme thing. Wuld we
have |i ked the reporting nechanismprior to the
right-of-way permts? Perhaps. But | think --
| don't think it's lost on the reporting
nmechani sms after the fact, especially with the
ability to capture the inadequate work, if there
i s inadequate work, wth photographs and reports
to the Public Service Conm ssion afterwards.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Ryan.

Part of the initial |egislation was

the fact that if someone was concerned about

somet hi ng that was going on on the pole, they
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woul d be able to ask questions about it in
advance of the installation.

s that right preserved after the
chapt er amendnent ?

SENATOR RYAN: No.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The initial
| egislation -- thank you, Senator. The initial
| egislation referred to an el ectroni c dat abase
where information prior to the installation would
have been kept, so that it would be searchabl e by
t he public.

| do notice that the -- that
| anguage has been changed. Wuld the electronic
dat abase -- would the el ectronic database that
contains the after-action information also
able -- is that also able to be searchable by the
public?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes. MW
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understanding i s yes.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The dat abase will
still be searchable.

SENATOR RHOADS: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: But the
information that's contained in the database
woul d be information after the installations have
al ready been conpleted, and it nmay again be up to
a year after the installation was conpl et ed.

SENATOR RYAN: The answer to your
guestion is yes.

But | think that also the intent
behind the initial being -- we're tal ki ng about
work that's performed. There would -- I'ma
little confused because what we're trying to
capture is bad, inadequate, inefficient, unsafe
work. So the reporting nechani smwoul dn't have
been before. It would have to be done or

captured after the work is done and then
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report ed.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The reason that |
was suggesting that this is a preregistration
requirenent is that in the initial -- in the
initial report that had to be submtted, it would
have included the anticipated date of work
commencenent and the antici pated conpl etion date.

Whi ch woul d have indicated to ne
that this was a report that was actually
submitted prior to the -- prior to the work
actually being perforned, partially so that
i ndi vi dual s who were interested and concerned
about what may be going up on a utility pole --
on the utility pole in front of their house or
next door, m ght have been able to find out that
i nformati on and ask questions about that before
the installation was done, to nake sure that it

was safe.
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Was | incorrect?

SENATOR RYAN: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | don't think you' re incorrect,
just not conpletely -- | guess conpletely fully
understanding the intent. Right?

So | know we're going back to the
initial and the possible identification of those
that are going to be seeking third-party
attachnments or right-of-way attachnents.

What -- the intent behind the bil
is to make sure that third-party attachnments --
so al so providers, whether it be a joint pole,
whether it's the electric conpany or tel ephone
conpany, who are part owners, they don't -- if a
third-party attacher, a third-party attachee
wants to get on the pole, the power conpany and
t he tel ephone conpany don't have the ability to
say no.

So it's sort of a npot point being
asked. So | think being ahead of it, |
understand the intent of what you're saying, but
that's not really what the intent is. Wat the
intent is, is so that when these third parties
get on and/or they do |l ess than safe work or

i nefficient work or inadequate work that is not
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inline with safety, that is unsafe work, there's
a nechanismto see to it that that work is then
report ed.

So | think we keep going back to
getting ahead of it. But again, even if -- even
if you were able to identify those that wanted to
get on the pole prior, you wouldn't be able to
tell themno to begin wth.

Does that answer your question?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senator. It does.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: In the initial
| egi slation there was a process under Section 2
to allow public input or conplaint prior to the
installation. And | amassumng that that is no
| onger the case in the revised | egislation,
correct?

SENATOR RYAN: Thr ough you,

Madam Pr esi dent, yes.
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SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: There was al so, in
Section B-3 of the legislation and continuing, a
rat her extensive process for investigation of
conpl aints and adj udi cati on of violations, which
al so seens to have been nodified.

Was there a rationale behind the
nodi fication of that process?

SENATOR RYAN: Thr ough you,

Madam President. There is still a reporting
mechanismin there. Right?

So there's al so the photography if
they're -- they will be able to submt photos, so
they will be able to go out and if there is,
agai n, inadequate work, there is a mechanismto
correct that and see to it that corrective
actions are taken.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor

continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Specifically with
respect to -- to the fines that were in the
initial legislation for violations by a conpany
that could be inposed or would be inposed by | aw,
there was a first violation fine of $20,000, a
second violation fine of $50,000, a third
violation fine as well.

Those fines have been renoved in
the -- in the current chapter amendnent. Was
there a rational e behind the renoval of the
actual penalties?

SENATOR RYAN: Thr ough you,

Madam President. The rationale was that there is
currently witten into law fines if one were to
provi de or perform such bad work

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: What are those
fines in conparison to what was proposed in the
initial legislation? W do have the power to
change the law with respect to those fines.

SENATCOR RYAN: Yeah, which was
our -- we tried to change those because in the
first instance the -- well, through you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There was -- the intent behind that
was to kind of stop that from happening fromthe
get-go, the 20 -- the first, second and the
third, including a stop work order.

The fines are higher to that. |
think it is to -- which would range from $150, 000
to $500, 000, a percent of the --

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senator. Thank you very much

Just on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: | certainly
appreciate -- obviously | appreciate the
under |l yi ng purpose of the legislation. | also
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appreci ate Senator Ryan for engaging in this
di scussi on and hel ping to explain sone of the
rational e behind the chapter amendnent that we
see now.

| am concerned t hat
t el ecommuni cati on conpani es nay be underm ni ng or
may be influencing the chapter anmendnent that we
see before us.

The bill certainly continues to
provi de the | audabl e goal of pole attachnent
safety and accountability after the fact. But an
i nportant piece of the prior |egislation was the
fact that this informati on woul d have been
provi ded and available to the public in advance
of the pole installation. So that if they had
guestions or concerns, there was a mechani smfor
themto voice those concerns and a nmechani sm for
them as the installation was occurring, to be
able to identify who it was that was doing the
wor k, what the purpose of it was, and who was
accountable for it as it was being installed.

That unfortunately has been
evi scerated in the chapter anendnent,
unfortunately. And | will be voting in the

opposition to the anendnent.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Rhoads.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Vell, while |
appreciate nmy coll eague's concerns, | would
respectful ly di sagree.

| think at the end of the day what
this | aw acconplishes is what we set out to do.
What this | aw acconplishes is to -- if there are
t el ecommuni cati ons conpani es that are performng
unsafe, insufficient work, there is a way for the

general public to bring that awareness to the
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Publ i c Service Conm ssi on.

There is a mechani smfor reporting,
a database, a very extensive database that
actual ly says who's going on the pole, when
they' re going on the pole, what work was
per formed, how many pol es they went on and what
type of work was done, where, how, when and why.

There are existing fines in place to
t ake those corrective nmeasures. The bill is a
little different than when it started, but at the
end of the day we acconplished the same thing,
which is making sure that all of our public
utility workers are going honme safe to their
famlies, which is the nost inportant thing that
they did when they started the day.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 39, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Rhoads, Stec and
Wal czyk. Al so Senator Giffo.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, January 21st,
at 11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
January 21st, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 5:03 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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