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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 12, 2026
3:40 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR ANTONI O DELGADO, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
say the Pl edge of All egiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: I n the absence of
clergy, let us bow our heads in a nonent of
silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 11, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,

January 10, 2026, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Good afternoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W're going to
begin by calling two commttees back to back.

First there will be an inmedi ate
neeting of the Elections Conmmittee in Room 332,
and that will be followed inmediately thereafter
by a neeting of the Rules Cormittee in the sane
room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Elections Commttee in
Room 332, followed by a neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease

at 3:41 p.m)
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(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:07 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Pl ease take that up.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 324, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 568, by Senator My, an
act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1035, by Senator Mrie,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1036, by Senator Mrie,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1085, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the

El ecti on Law;
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Senate Print 8604, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law
Senate Print 8646A, by
Senat or Conzal ez, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law
Senate Print 8752, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Labor Law;
Senate Print 8753, by Senator Ranos,
an act to amend the Public Authorities Law,
Senate Print 8754, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend a chapter of
t he Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8755, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8756, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anend a chapter of the
Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8757, by
Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8761, by

Senator Conmrie, an act to anend the Real Property
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Actions and Proceedi ngs Law,
Senate Print 8762, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Crim nal Procedure Law,
Senate Print 8764, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 8767, by
Senator Serrano, an act to anend the ParKks,
Recreation and Hi storic Preservation Law,
Senate Print 8768, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
Real Property Law,
Senate Print 8772, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;
Senate Print 8774, by Senat or Ranos,
an act to anmend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 8778, by
Senat or Brisport, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 8781, by Senator Wber,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8782, by

Senator Martinez, an act to anend the
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Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 8783, by
Senat or Harckham an act to anend a chapter of
t he Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8787, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to anend the
Raci ng, Parinmutuel Wagering and Breedi ng Law,
Senate Print 8790, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 8795, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Wor kers' Conpensation Law,
Senate Print 8798, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
Donmestic Rel ati ons Law;
Senate Print 8800, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;
Senate Print 8802, by
Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8803, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to anend the

Real Property Tax Law,
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Senate Print 8804, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Heal th Law,

Senate Print 8806, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 8807, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 8810, by
Senator Conrie, an act to amend the Vehicle and
Traffic Law

Senate Print 8812, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend a chapter of the
Laws of 2025;

Senate Print 8814, by Senator Fahy,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 8818, by Senator My,
an act to anmend the State Fi nance Law,

Senate Print 8820, by Senator Ryan,
an act to amend the Public Service Law,

Senate Print 8821, by
Senator Sutton, an act to anmend the
Adm ni strative Code of the Gty of New York;

Senate Print 8822, by Senator My,

an act to amend the Labor Law,
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Senate Print 8823, by
Senat or Harckham an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 8824, by Senator Fahy,
an act to amend the General Business Law
Senate Print 8825, by
Senat or Sal azar, an act to anend the
Correction Law,
Senate Print 8827, by
Senat or Gounardes, an act to amend a chapter of
t he Laws of 2025;
Senate Print 8831, by
Senat or Conzal ez, an act to amend the
St ate Technol ogy Law,
Senate Print 8832, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 8834, by
Senat or Baskin, an act to anmend the Indian Law,
Senate Print 8835, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law.
Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
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the report of the Rules Commttee.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
of accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The report of the
Rules Commttee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
let's take up the suppl enental cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 324, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
Senate Print 568, by Senator May, an act to anend
t he El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
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Senate Print 1035, by Senator Myrie, an act to

anend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,

Senate Print 1036, by Senator Myrie, an act to

anend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 5,

Senate Print 1085, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, an

act to anend the El ection Law.

say it.

secti on.

act shall

(Pause.)
SENATOR LANZA: (Gesturing.)
THE PRESI DENT: | didn't hear you.
Lay it aside.
(General commotion.)
THE PRESI DENT: Oh, he didn't
We didn't hear you. | didn't hear you
(Laughter.)
THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
take effect imredi ately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 6,
Senate Print 8604, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skoufis to
expl ain your vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

M. President, | love lowa as nuch
as the next person. But the reason why so nany
presi dential contenders and presidents and
U.S. senators and others who want to be president
tal k about ethanol is because lowa is at the
front and has been at the front of the primry

cal endar for a long tine.
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Their state's issues have been
el evated by virtue of being at the front of the
cal endar. What we are proposing to do here today
is the sane for New York.

For a very long tine, alnost
20 years -- and for nost of presidential politics
here in New York -- we have been at the back of
the primary calendar. By the tine these
primaries get to New York, they are either
practically done or nathematically done.

What this bill wuld do is -- and
how wonderful would this be -- have presidential
cont enders spendi ng days and weeks here in our
comunities in our Senate districts, spending
mllions of dollars on ad buys and political
organi zing in our |ocal econom es, elevating our
i ssues and speaking to our voters seeking to earn
their vote

As it stands right now, the only
time presidential candidates come to New York is
they fly inin the norning, they go to a
cor porat e boardroom or a Manhattan penthouse in
the afternoon to raise big bucks, and they fly
out to sonme other state by the evening.

This puts us front and center with a
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nunber of other states on Super Tuesday. It
makes us relevant in the nom nating process.

And it's also inportant to note that
here in New York we have a really reflective
bl end of urban and suburban and rural
communities, and we have a raci al denographic
that al nost mrrors what that denographic is
national ly.

And so | amthankful to ny
col | eagues who are supporting this bill. I'm
thankful to the | eader for helping bring this to
the floor.

And | look forward to this bill
hopeful | y bei ng enacted and, several years from
now, New York being rel evant.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skoufis to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52. Nays, 7.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

(O f the record.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 6, voting in the negative are

Senat ors Chan, Helm ng, O Mara, Pal unbo, Wal czyk,
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Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 7.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 7,
Senate Print 8646A, by Senator Gonzal ez, an act
to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's go to the
controversi al cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 324, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl czyk,
why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
hope the sponsor would yield for a couple of
guesti ons.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor

yi el d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. Wiy is this bill needed?

SENATCR G ANARI S: First of all,
Happy New Year, Senator Wal czyk and all ny
col | eagues.

| will point out that today is
Monday, so we're slightly out of order for
Wal czyk Wednesday. But nonet hel ess, we will
proceed.

The bill is necessary because we are
attenpting to curtail foreign influence from
having an inpact on the U S. electoral process.
W're at a point in tine where foreign
governments are known to be attenpting to neddl e.
And certainly the ability to influence politica
spendi ng by foreign control, to foreign influence
corporate entities, is a vehicle that could be
used to do that.

So we are trying, as other
jurisdictions have done, to rein that in.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d?
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THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Forei gn national s
are already prohibited from donating to camnpai gns
in the United States and certainly in New York
aren't they?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, that's
correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How woul d this
| egi sl ation inmpact 501(c)(4)s who have
i nternational donors?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: One second,
Senat or Wl czyk.

(Pause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Appreciate the

chance to get off the rust, Senator Wl czyk.
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First debate of the year.

(Laughter.)

(Pause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: The bill
speci fies that business entities would be the
ones affected, so | do not believe the (c)(4)s
woul d be included.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What is the
percentage of foreign interests that would be in
t he business entities that are included in this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR G ANARI S: One percent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or WAl czyk on
the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I f you want to

get foreign noney out of New York State politics,
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di ngi ng a busi ness who has 1 percent interest
overseas or in Canada or Mexico will really do
nothing to do that.

This fully partisan bill ignores the
gl aring | oophol e of dark noney in our political
system and it just cuts one way to a very snall
group of donors. So you can slap a business with
a felony for a felony charge of having a
1 percent interest of a foreign investor for
donati ng, while doing nothing about the actual
dark noney that goes into PACs and politi cal
campai gns in our canpai gn system

So |l will be voting no.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On the bill,
pl ease, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris on
the bill.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | can think of
no better exanple of the notivations of ny
col | eagues across the aisle than at a tinme when
foreign individual s are being prosecuted in a
hi storically unprecedented way, when the

Constitution is being tranpled, when Anerican
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citizens are being nmurdered on our streets by the
federal governnment, the one foreign entity or
foreign-controlled entity the Republicans want to
defend are foreign corporations or

forei gn-influence corporations.

Peopl e, no. Businesses, yes.
There's no better distinction for how we believe
government should be run and who we believe we
shoul d protect, and who our coll eagues across the
ai sle want to protect.

"1l be voting yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wishing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 1, voting in the negative are

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

58

Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Hel m ng, Mattera, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 13.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
Senate Print 568, by Senator May, an act to anend
t he El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl czyk,
why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
hope the sponsor would yield for sonme questions.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, what does this bill do?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President.

First of all, I want to tell
Senat or Walczyk | |l ook forward to this discussion
we have on this bill every year. | hope the
Assenbly will pass it this time so that we can

move on and debate a different bill in another
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year.

But for now, what this bill does is
all ow el ection comrittees to put in place a
short-term polling place during early voting.
Because right now the early voting | aw requires
that any early voting place be in place for
10 days, for the full 10 days of early voting.
And what we're finding is that that doesn't give
flexibility to the elections comm ssioners to
find | ocations that m ght be a good | ocation to
bring the voting to the people where people are
at different times of the week when early voting
is in process.

So this sinply allows for short-term
polling places to be put in place.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, in order to
get this bill through the Assenbly you'l
probably need to get an Assenbly sponsor this
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session. | noticed that there isn't one and that
as many tines as we talk about it in this
chanber, it hasn't passed over there.

But | did want to ask, what types of
areas are eligible or ineligible? Could a |ocal
board of elections select any area? 1|s there any
prohi bition on areas that they could select? O
what do you envi sion?

SENATOR MAY: So it -- through you,
M. President. It is up to the boards of
el ections to decide what are appropriate sites
and to nake sure that they are -- have all of the
security and the needs of any polling place.

But within that, | don't believe
there are restrictions on where they can put
t hem

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So are there any

requirenents that a polling site be in existing
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| ocations covered by Article 265 of the
Penal Law? That's our safe spaces, gun-free
zones, schools, et cetera.

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Could you please -- can ny
col | eague pl ease specify? Wat exactly did you
say? Could they be in those sites or not in

t hose sites?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, 1'11
clarify. Through you, M. President.

So through you, |I'm asking
specifically whether there's any designation that
i npacts Article 265 of the Penal Law, the safe
spaces in New York |aw that was passed in 2022,
'23, around there. |1s there any requirenent to
have polling sites in those |ocations?

(Pause.)

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. M understanding is that once a

| ocation is designated as a polling site, then it
by definition falls into that category of safe
spaces.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d?
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THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So as soon as the
board of elections designates any particul ar area
within their county for one of the pop-up polling
sites that you' re suggesting here, that would
make it a gun-free zone automatically in that
| ocation?

Am | under standi ng you correctly,
firearns woul d be prohibited?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, that is nmy understanding, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Under one
section, you talk about different things that the
State Board of Elections should consider when an

application goes in fromthe county to have one
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of these pop-up polling sites.

Wiy would we dictate to counties
sonmet hing |i ke popul ation density? Wy would
that be relevant or matter in this case?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Let ne be very clear that when
we' re tal king about popul ation density, we're not
tal ki ng about how many people live there, we're
tal ki ng about how many peopl e can be expected to
be there.

So, for exanple, at a mall on the
weekends there might be a | ot of people there;
there is very | ow popul ation density in terns of
t he nunber of people who live there.

So we're not talking about
popul ation density in the way you may be
thinking, but it's nore allow ng the boards of
el ections to bring voting to where they expect
people to be, which |I believe should be a
priority since we want to nmake it possible for as
many people to vote who are eligible as possible.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
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yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W' ve tal ked
about this in years past. There's nothing that
prohi bits a county from doi ng one of these
polling sites for early voting right now, is
t here?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. The law currently stipul ates that
any early voting site has to be in action for the
full 10 days of early voting. And what we know
is that in many areas it's hard to find a site
that can be used for 10 full days of early
vot i ng.

So this would make a |l ot nore
possi bl e places eligible that right now are just
ki nd of inpossible to use for that purpose.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: So early voting
starts 10 days out from Election Day. This bil
al l ows boards of elections to approve a new early
voting location 14 days out fromthe election, is
t hat correct?

Four days before early voting
starts, that's when they would be able to
announce that they have an early voting site? Am
| reading that properly?

(Pause.)

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, that's correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: If you're
announci ng that you have an early voting pop-up
site in a county in New York State just four days
before early voting starts, wouldn't that create
nore confusion for voters?

They generally know where their
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polling site is, and the board of elections gives
themnotice a long tine out. W' ve watched
consolidation of polling places. People get the
notices in the mail, then they -- they're
general ly upset when they |ose a polling place.

But couldn't this lead to a |ot nore
confusion if people are just finding out
four days prior to early voting that there's new
polling sites popping out in various |ocations?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. | need to stress that these are
additional polling sites, so these do not repl ace
existing early voting sites. These will be

addi tional sites.

So if people have been maki ng pl ans
to go to the early voting site that they had
heard about earlier, they can still go there.
These will make it possible for nore people to
access the franchi se.

So it's working in other states. |
know | daho and Texas had exanpl es of this,
California and Washington, | believe, or -- they
are very popular, and they sinply provide an
additional option to the voters. They don't

replace the old ones. So confusion isn't --
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shoul dn't be a problem

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. Thank
you.

M. President, on the bill

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or WAl czyk on
the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill, as |
read it and read it anew each year that it comes
forward, at least in this house -- thank goodness
not in the other -- | believe will just lead to
nore confusion for voters.

CGetting a notice that new polling
| ocations are popping out in early voting here
and there in your county just four days before
early voting starts doesn't seemto ne |ike
somet hing that would increase faith that our
el ections are well-run, stable, good, not pushing
fraud out.

And it will also cost nobney. So
whet her the local municipality is paying for it
and putting it on the taxpayers locally or
whet her the state eventually picks up the tab or
any portion thereof for this, this is not
something that will make it nore affordable for

New Yorkers and will only be making it nore
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confusing for New York's voters.

So I'll be voting no, and |
encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wishing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator May to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Wl czyk, for
t he debate.

There are counties in New York State
that have only one early voting place. And in
the case of some of our rural counties, it nay be
45 m nutes or an hour drive for a nunber of
people to reach that polling place.

One thing that we have seen used
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el sewhere in the country to address those kinds
of inequities, especially when we have seni or
citizens, for exanple, who cannot get to the
early voting place, is for boards of elections to
figure out ways to bring the polling places to
where t he people are.

This is a bill that sinply creates
nore equity in terns of access to early voting.
And it can be good for rural counties, it can be
good for urban areas where the early voting
pl aces nmay experience long |ines and they can
create sonme additional |ocations for people to
vot e.

But what's inportant to know about
this bill is it is entirely voluntary on the part
of the boards of elections. They can decide if
this is a cost-effective way to use their funds.
Some of them probably will, because it can be
expensive to put a whole new full-10-day early
voting site in place, but it could be a |lot nore
cost-effective to use just three days and give
access to a | arger nunber of people.

So | amproud of this bill. As I
said before, | hope it passes through the

Assenbly and we can nove on and just debate
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another bill in a future year.

| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senator May will be
recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 21.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
Senate Print 1035, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl czyk,
why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
hope the sponsor would yield for sonme questions.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if you've got
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two el ections conmm ssioners in your county -- one
Republ i can, one Denocrat -- and they're
part-tinme, who pays for their 60 hours of
training required in this |egislation?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. This bill does not inpose any
fiscal strains or costs on the |ocal governnents.
It can be fully contained within the current
budget of the State Board of El ections.

And it additionally adds a conponent
that allows for cost savings by way of nmaking the
trai ning available online. That was done with
the intention to reduce any additional costs that
m ght be incurred.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: If you're a
county that has part-tine el ections
comi ssioners, ny understanding fromthe answer

that you just gave is that the state will
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rei nburse the county for their travel and for the
60 hours of training required in this
| egi slation? The State Board of Elections will
be rei mbursing the county?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, that is not what | said.

The initial cost is incurred by the
State Board of Elections.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What do you nean
by "initial cost"? You mean setting up the
actual training progranf

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, the bill outlines the process by
which this training would be inplenmented. And it
requires the State Board of Elections to come up
with that process. The State Board of El ections
woul d be adm ni stering the training, and that

trai ning woul d take place online.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: So even the
30 hours required per el ections conm ssioner
initially, that's an online portion as well?
SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, the State Board of El ections would
determ ne that.
And | want to be clear that the
30 hours is required just in the first six nonths
with an appointnent. There is a continuing
education and training conponent that is
required, and that is just three hours every
year.
SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.
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THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But the
State Board would get to determne, after this
| egislation is passed, whether that initial
30 hours is online or at the State Board.

Wul d el ecti ons conmi ssioners have
to travel to Al bany, | guess is what |'m asking.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, that is a determ nation nmade by
the State Board of El ections.

But it is not unlike other
regul ati ons promul gated by the State Board and in
ot her spaces as it relates to poll workers, who
are statutorily required to be periodically
exam ned. The State Board of Elections is
wel come to col l aborate with el ection

commi ssioners to determ ne the paraneters of that

trai ni ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: So if the
State Board of El ections determ nes that they
i ndeed want an i n-person training for new
el ections conmi ssioners within the first
six nmonths, as outlined in your |egislation here,
who woul d pick up the tab for that? |Is that the
counties that are picking up the tab?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the State Board of El ections
made that determination, it is our intent that
t hey woul d pick up whatever those costs woul d be.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or WAl czyk on
the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Counties didn't
ask for this. It's a solution in search of a
problem It's an unfunded nandat e.

And I'Il be voting no. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Myrie on
the bill.

SENATOR MYRI E: Just speaki ng on
the bill to correct the record.

A few years ago the

El ections Committee held hearings throughout the
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State of New York where we heard from el ections
commi ssi oners, both Republican and Denocrat, who
expressed to us a desire to have uniform
trai ni ng.

New York actually stands separate
fromthe rest of the country. Forty-three states
across the country have required training for our
el ections conm ssioners. There are only siXx,
including a territory, that do not.

And so | think it's inmportant to
recogni ze that this wasn't a top-down process.

In fact, it was the reverse. W went to the
counties, we traveled across the state, and we
heard from comm ssi oners who said, W would |ike
to see this.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wishing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Senator May to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Myrie for
this bill, and the Majority Leader for allow ng
us to vote on it today.

| vividly remenber several years ago
there was a congressional race that took place in
Central New York. Two of the counties that
represented were involved in that race, and it
came down to rmultiple recounts and |lawsuits to
try to figure out who won that race.

In the course of those lawsuits, it
turned out that elections conmm ssioners in
mul ti ple counties had nade so many errors that it
was al nost inpossible to determ ne who was the
wi nner of that race.

It was al nost com cal, except that
it was so consequential. And it really
f oregrounded the need for el ections comm ssioners
to have standardi zed training and reliable
trai ni ng.

So | amgrateful to Senator Mrie

for this bill, and I hope that we are able to get
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it signed into | aw

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 3, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, O Mara, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,
Senate Print 1036, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze -- you've guessed it --

Senat or Wl czyk.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

Upon review of this amendnment, in
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accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Wal czyk be heard on that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or WAl czyk may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. And | hope you will hear this
appeal , because this is an opportunity for ne to
expl ai n the germaneness.

The bill-in-chief allows people to
vote at their vacation home. No doubt the bil
is ainmed at increasing participation in our
el ectoral process, but nothing encourages
participation nore than bettering the systemto
increase faith and security in our elections.

When peopl e know that their vote
counts and that those who shouldn't be voting in
our elections, their vote will be rejected, they
will get out and vote. This is how you
enfranchi se voters. This is how you increase

partici pation, when people have faith in our
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el ections here in New York State.

Pew and Gal | up have -- | nean, |
hear fromthe -- across the aisle over and over
agai n about the principles of denocracy if people
can directly -- well, 1've got news for you. If
people could directly vote for this amendnment
that | offer here today, the people of the
United States of Anerica, the people of the State
of New York, the overwhel mi ng supermajority of
t hem support voter I|.D

So direct denocracy, if you love it,
then you love voter |1.D. and this amendnent and
its germaneness to this bill. So for denocracy's
sake, this helpful bill will substitute the
bill-in-chief and require voter |.D. at the
pol | s.

You can't get healthcare, a job, an
apartnent, a bottle of beer, drive a car or get
on a plane without an |I.D. New Yorkers expect
voter I.D. in the State of New York, and they've
called for it tinme and tine again.

So on their behal f, once again |I'm
here today to stand with the 80 percent of
New Yor kers that support voter |.D., not the

20 percent that want to reject it here.
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So pl ease support this hostile
anmendnent. | think it's a hel pful anendnent.

And | would say this. This
anendnent goes so far because |'ve heard sone
argunments out there about voter |.D. in the past.
| f you forget your I.D., we have a provision for
that in this bill. You can prove your residence,
you can prove that you're a citizen here and that
you should vote. You can vote by affidavit
ballot. You can bring additional docunentation.

And we even went so far in this
hel pful anendnment to all ow anyone that says that
they can't afford an |I.D., anyone that qualifies
for Medicaid in the State of New York, a free
|.D. just so that they can participate in our
denocr acy.

So please, for their sake and their
faith in our elections, vote to see this
anmendnent t hrough.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

| want to rem nd the house and al
t hose watching that this vote is on the

procedures of the house and the ruling of the
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chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3 --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Excuse
me, the bill was |aid aside.

Senat or WAl czyk, why do you rise
once again?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. Believe it or not, I'd like to
ask a question on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: | was not
certain.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
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aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR WALCZYK: | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: G adly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.
appreciate it.

So not every New Yorker can afford
a -- through you, M. President, not every
New Yor ker can afford a vacation hone. Wy allow
a special voting privilege to benefit the nost
weal t hy New Yor kers?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. Luckily, this bill does not apply
to only New Yorkers that can afford a second
home, but applies to coll ege students who attend
college all over the state.

And luckily this bill is not the
creation of a new right, but the codification of
case law fromthe past 40 years. The Court of
Appeal s has al ready said that what nmatters in
t hese cases is the voter's intent and their

ability to be connected to the place that they
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choose to register at.

This bill is seeking to clarify
that, nmake that clear in statute so that we're
not spending noney on litigation, that we're not
challenging in a case where it should be clear
where the voter has chosen to stay.

We have had elections in this state
t hat have been deci ded by fewer than 100 votes.
And in those el ections, nost recently in 2020, an
el ection for Congress was decided by 109 votes.
It took many, many, many days for us to finally
conclude the result of that el ection because
there was litigation around things that had been

made clear in case |law but were not clear in our

stat utes.
That is what we're trying to do
t oday.
SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

85

SENATOR WALCZYK: | hear your
rebuttal on coll ege students, and you do nention
"student lives while attending a coll ege or
university."

But al so very specifically in this
bill you outline "including a second or vacation
home.” So | would say, again, why is that
i ncluded in your legislation today? Wy would we
want New Yorkers to be voting at their second or
t heir vacation hone?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, the courts have determ ned that
what is significant in deciding where the
registration will be valid is the voter's intent.
There's sonme other factors that are laid out --
continuity, connection. And if the voter has

i ntended to have that be the place of
registration, that is what the courts respect.

We, the Legislature, think the
courts are right. W should respect where the
voter intends to register.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Wal czyk on the bill.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: The intent is
witten right into the bill. It's called a
vacation hone. The intent is "vacation," not
home. They have honme and vacation honme. You're
supposed to vote where your honme is, where you
live.

This is an added benefit for the
weal t hi est New Yorkers, and we know t he reason
why it's being done. This bill would allow
New Yorkers to, if they have a full tinme
residence in New York City and a honme in the
Adi rondacks -- where | represent -- this would
allow themto vote in one election in New York
City and then, you know, their intent, even a
vacation hone intent, to vote in another
el ection.

Let's say you vote in a primary in
New York City and then you vote in the genera
el ecti on because your intent is to have sone
conti nuous connection to that conmunity.

And | can tell you, as representing
t he Adirondacks and a | ot of vacation hones, that
intent is easily established. There are famlies
that live in New York City, New Jersey, that have

a |l ongstandi ng history of having vacation hones,
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a direct tie to that conmunity. They conme back
year after year after year.

Easily woul d pass the snell test
under this legislation. But they should be
voting where they live, where their honme is, not
where their vacation hone is.

And for that reason, M. President,
"1l be voting no and encourage ny col |l eagues to
do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 4, voting in the negative are
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Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Scarcell a-Spanton, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 7,
Senate Print 8646A, by Senator Gonzal ez, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Wal czyk, good to see you again. Wy do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: ' m back --
(Overtal k.)
SENATOR WALCZYK: -- M. President.

Whul d t he sponsor yiel d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gonzal ez, do you yield?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President. Wen

was this bill introduced?
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SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President. This bill was introduced within
t he | ast week.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And when did this
bill pass commttee?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President. The bill passed through commttee
t oday.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And was t hat
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committee agenda posted |ast night?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. As is normal practice on the
first day of real business, our conmttee agendas
were posted and they were shared with the
Mnority central staff | believe yesterday.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yest er day.
Through you, M. President, would the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So will this bil
all ow poll worker -- or poll -- yeah. WII this
bill allow poll workers to sue voters? |Is that
what your intent is here?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. This bill is an incredibly

i nportant one because we've seen an increase in
threats of violence against election officers --
not necessarily just by voters, but by the

br oader public.

And what this bill does is create a
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private right of action for election officers who
have been threatened to bring forth that claim

And of course it does a couple of
ot her key things, including allowing themto
protect their addresses and their personal
identifying information.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Soin--in --
it's a newbill to me, and obviously the
committee agenda posted yesterday, |late
yesterday, is when | received it. So | haven't
had a ot of tine to receive feedback on it.

But ny read is that if -- if a pol
wor ker, who is an elections official at a pol
site, feels that a voter that comes inis
hostile, is threatening, is maybe very
frustrated, they can then have a private right of

action, they can sue if think they feel
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intimdated by that voter that cones into the
polling site? 1Is that right?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President, that is correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d you talk
t hrough sone of the -- the scenarios here with
me?

| f someone feels that they are being
di senfranchised in the polling place, that they
should in fact be registered to vote or that
there's a confusion with registration or --
soneti mes we even see nanes that are very simlar
when a poll worker is pulling up their names --
and they are hostile and frustrated in that case
and they would like to record that or they ask
the poll worker, you know, what is their nane,

your goal here is to allow, if that poll worker
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feels threatened by that interaction, that
poll worker can then take the voter to court and
sue then? Am | understanding that correctly?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. It is our position that the very
same protections that exist for voters through
the Voting Rights Act should be extended to

el ection officers.

Wiile the -- ny coll eague across the
aisle is bringing up certain scenarios that could
potentially happen, it would ultinately be for
the courts to decide if the instance was indeed
intimdation.

According to the bill, we define
intimdation as a person uses or threatens to use
any force, violence, restraint, abduction or
duress, or inflicts or threatens to inflict any
injury, damage, harmor | oss or in any other
manner participate -- practices intimdation that
ultimately prevents the election officer from
conducting their duties.

So agai n, under that definition, the
court will have to decide if -- what instances
fall within that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

94

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But as far as
suing a voter that cones into the polling place,
that intimdation -- at |east the neans to bring
forward a | awsuit against that voter that cane
into the polling place, that would be if the
poll worker feels they've been intimdated in any
way? Am | understanding that right?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. It would be incunbent on an
el ection officer to choose to bring forward a
claimin court.

Certainly that is a -- | cannot
speak to the feelings around that choice. But we
do know that these are real cases that have
happened. According to a national survey
conducted in 2024 by the Brennan Center for
Justice, nore than one-third of |ocal election

wor kers reported threats and harassnent. Nearly
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70 percent of those polled said that the danger
has i ncreased since 2020.

So certainly there have been
el ection officers who have felt this harassnent
and experienced threats and certainly a need for
this bill in New York

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Section 265.01-e
of the Penal Law prohibits firearns at polling
sites, as | nentioned earlier in debate today.
You nentioned firearnms here. What is the change
to statute?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President, that is correct. Mich of this is
covered under Penal Law

But what's added to the bill are two
key things: One, a presunption that if sonmeone

is breaking that Penal Code that you nentioned,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

96

and bringing a gun to a poll site, that they have
an intent to intimdate.

I n addi tion, we have included an
exenption for police officers and | aw enf or cenent
because certainly we understand that when they
have firearns, that is with the intent to protect
us and our el ections.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So it's already a
crine to bring a firearmto a polling site in our
current statute.

But this would allow poll workers to
sue the person that has already conmtted that
crime if they bring it a polling site? Now, on
top of being charged crimnally, that pol
wor kers woul d al so be able to sue then? Am]
under st andi ng that correctly?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
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M. President, it is correct that there would be
a crimnal proceeding.

If one of the elections officers
feels that they have been targeted and
intimdated, they can also bring this civil
of fense to court.

It is very normal, | will say, to
have nmultiple offenses prosecuted at the sane
time. So ultimately it gives nultiple pathways
for justice and shows our election officers that
they can -- that they have agency to protect
t hemsel ves in these situations.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So poll workers
have to be residents of the county in which
they're doing their poll work, is that correct?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President, I'mgoing to take one nonent
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to ...
(Pause.)
SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President, | certainly want to be exact when

usi ng | anguage around the hiring requirenents for
poll workers. And so we can certainly follow up
in an answer to nake sure you get the exact
| anguage involving that, yeah.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, | believe
they do have to be in a county in which they're
an election official. They certainly have to be
a registered voter in the State of New York

How wi Il poll inspectors and
el ections inspectors validate their registration
and residency, given the new protections of
restricted personal information that you' ve

included in this bill?
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SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President, | want to clarify a few things.

First, inthe bill it is -- it is
true that we have created a definition for what
is personal and sensitive information for
el ection workers. |If they feel that they have
been a target of threats and harassnent, they can
apply to be part of the state's Address
Confidentiality Program

To do that, they have to submt a
formand they have to of course affirmthat they
have been under threat. It is optional. It
woul d be incunbent on that, you know, potenti al
poll worker to do that, or they would have to be
a poll worker at that point.

| do not believe this would preclude
them from submtting their address when applying
for a job to be a poll worker.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Well, part of the
job of elections inspectors is to go into
poll sites and, if there's anything that is
am ss, they're there to ask questions, which
coul d be perceived as intimdating and end up in
a lawsuit, based on your | egislation.

But ny question specifically is how
will those el ections inspectors or poll watchers
be able to get that data if you're restricting
that data in this proposed | egislation?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. This bill does not nake that
information a secret. O course | described one
process by which sonmeone could seek to have their
address become confidential.

But ultimately what we've done is
create a new crine for an address, for exanpl e,
bei ng shared publicly online with the intent to
intimdate an el ection officer.

So whereas for nornal operations,
again, that information isn't a secret and
certainly could be verified, we have in this bil
been very intentional about carving out a

scenario where that information and that private
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i nformation, as we've defined according to the
bill, is publicly shared with, again, the intent
to make that election officer feel unsafe.

And | would like to reiterate that
t hi s has happened across the country with
i ncreasing frequency in the last six years.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, | don't
di sagree with the intent to nmake a safer pol
site for the poll workers that do that job. |
| ove ny local poll workers, and | know New York
vot ers appreci ate seei ng them when they show up
to the site.

My concerns here are really on
transparency. So if the public is guarded from
t he address of poll workers, but the poll workers
are required to be residents of that county, then

how can the public, in our open and fair
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el ections system ensure and validate that
poll workers are actually residents of that
county if their addresses are shiel ded?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would Iike to ask for sone
clarity on this question.

Are you, colleague, insinuating that
voters should be going into poll sites, in this
scenari o, and asking for the addresses of the
pol | workers?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, could you clarify the question?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yeah.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, through
you, M. President. |'m suggesting that sonebody
shoul d.

And |' m aski ng you who that sonebody
shoul d be and who that sonebody, with this new
| egislation, will be. W will validate that
poll workers are actually residents of the county
in which they're working the polls?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President, many of the poll workers are al so
voters, and so their address is of course

verified by the state.
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You' ve al so descri bed, of course,
that there are other officers and officials whose
job it is to ensure that a poll site is working
as it should. And that includes, of course, that
the appropriate staff are there and that those
staff have been hired appropriately.

W -- this bill inpacts none of
that. Although | am-- | amcertainly very
curious about the notion that voters should be
going to ask for addresses, and I'd be curious if
nmy col | eague does that normally when he votes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President --

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Is this a
scenario that's conme up?

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- | would --
would yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
just -- just for a second. Senator CGonzal ez, are
you asking Senator Wal czyk to yield or clarify?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yeah, | nean
I'd -- I"d love to understand better what this
guestion is, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So

Senator -- so Senator Wil czyk, do you yield to a
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guestion from Senat or Gonzal ez?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk yi el ds.

Senat or Gonzal ez, restate your
guestion, please.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | -- | guess I'm
curious if the question is if the public should
be verifying that the poll workers are enpl oyees,
and their enploynent information, and if that is
a-- it would be helpful to know if there was a
real concrete scenario in which this has
happened, and certainly howit's related to this
bill text.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, | would
answer, M. President, the -- the public wants
transparency in their elections. They want to
understand that this is a good systemthat they
trust, that everyone is follow ng the rules.

We've got poll watchers and we've
got elections inspectors for very good reason.
There are good governnent groups that give
overwat ch and | ook at things, because there's
been a distrust in our electoral system

So to guard nore information from
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the public and say we're just going to close the
book, and then to slap on if anybody feels
intimdated in this polling site because you've
asked them a question, you will get sued, we wll
take you to court for intimdating a poll worker,
| think that gives a |ot of pause for a public

t hat cares about the openness and transparency of
our el ectoral process.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do want to clarify a few things,
because | believe the bill is being

m scharacteri zed based on the assessnent of ny
col | eague.

This bill does not get in the way,
again, of election inspectors doing their job or
doing their due diligence. This bill does not
actually make the personally identifiable
information of all election officers a secret.

It does, however, give election
of ficers who have experienced intimdation an
ability to bring that to court and for the court
to determine if that is true.

So this bill is specific to not
necessarily going up to a poll worker and asking

if they're neant to be there. This bill is
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specific to whether there are threats of physical
violence, it is specific to if information has
been shared online with the intent to bring harm
to that election officer, and it of course
creates a standard around both of those.

But again, that is -- that is to say
none of that makes those addresses private. And
it is -- again, it's specifically for fol ks who
have experienced this as el ection officers.
Specifically, they can submt to the state to be
part of the state confidentiality program But
it is certainly not the case that every pol
wor ker is doing that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Ckay. Through
you, M. President, would the sponsor yield?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Al right. So ny
understanding now is that if an el ections
i nspector asks a poll worker for 1.D., that would
not be an intimdation, that would be fully
within their job?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
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M. President. | do not have the full [Iist of
responsibilities of election inspectors in front
of nme, so give nme one nonent.

(Pause.)

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President, | want to be clear that asking for
identification is not an instance of intimdation
under the | anguage of this bill. Wen it cones
to voting, certainly it is not required to carry
out that civic duty.

And ultimately, if there was a
| awsuit brought to court, it would be for the
judge to decide if there was additional details
to that case that woul d sonehow take that
guestion being asked and nake it an instance of
intimdation and harassnent.

So wi thout those additional details
certainly could not -- you know, it would be
litigated, and I'mnot able to use hypotheticals
to define what is happening in this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So you can see a
scenario, fromyour answer that you just gave,
where an el ections inspector -- it's their job to
make sure that everything is good in the polling
site -- asks a poll worker for identification to
prove that they should be a poll worker within
that municipality or within that county, and then
gets sued for intimdation, and it would just be
up to the courts.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. W can spend the entire evening
comi ng up with hypothetical situations.

What this bill ultimately does is
allow for election officers to bring their --
raise their issues in court and, again, for a
real |egal proceeding to happen with -- that is
infornmed by all the details of a situation

Certainly, you know, there is a
uni verse of hypotheticals that could happen. But
| just want to be clear that is not -- we are not
determ ning the outcones of those cases in this
bill. W are certainly allow ng those cases,

t hough, to be brought forward.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: ' 1l bel abor
that -- through you, M. President, will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So we just passed
a bill that we continually pass in this chanber
for early voting sites that can pop up around a
county or a nunicipality during early voting.

The sponsor in the past has
nmenti oned shopping malls and Wal mart parking lots
or even |large businesses in an area where
popul ati on density may make sense for county
board of elections to have one of those pop-up
polling sites. Wich wuld -- once it's a
polling site, it would be subjected to sensitive
areas legislation prohibiting firearns. W
tal ked about this a little bit earlier in our
debat e.

So if your bill becones | aw and that
bill becones | aw, soneone -- am | understanding

this correctly, if you popped up a polling site
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in a shopping plaza parking | ot, soneone coul d
actually be sued for carrying a firearmin that
shoppi ng plaza parking lot if a poll worker or
any elections official feels intimdated that
there's a firearmin that parking lot?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President. The | anguage describes intent,
which is a very nornmal thing for the courts to,
agai n, deci de.

| could imgine a situation where
sonmeone's wal king to their car and there is
clearly no intent. But if the person is at the
portable polling place and they are actively
harassi ng other voters or election officers, then
there could be a case that their intent was to
bring a firearmto that polling site and then of
course harass and intim date.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

There was a | ot of QRA there,
obviously. But | think one of the npbst inportant
guestions that was not asked was why is this bil
needed? When did this all start really
happeni ng?

It started happening six years ago.
Well, five years and three nonths ago. Prior to
that, people went and voted, they got their
sticker, they went back home, they watched the
el ection results, and they accepted whether their
candi date won or |ost. BOE workers weren't
assaulted. Election inspectors didn't have their
lives threatened, their famly's lives

t hr eat ened.
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This started because we had a
sitting president, an outgoing president -- a
lot's been tal ked about trust in elections. This
started because the nost powerful individual in
the world becane a sore | oser and determ ned he
was going to tell all of his supporters the
el ection was stol en.

And who steals elections? The
peopl e adm nistering the elections. That's why
this bill's needed. |If not for that, this bil
woul d not be needed. W would not be talking
about this.

In Maricopa County in Arizona, after
the el ection the BOE workers had to be sent to
undi scl osed | ocations. That's not happenstance.
That happened for a reason.

So when you tal k about people
wanting a voting systemthey can trust, that was
al nost verbatim what we just heard from our
col | eague across the aisle. This has nothing to
do with vacation hones, nothing to do with these
ot her things we're tal king about. The reason why
sonme people don't trust electoral outcones is
because of that election and what transpired

after it.
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There's no one who's casting a vote
at a polling place, then going to the bat hroom
and putting on a fake noustache to cast a second
vote. That stuff doesn't happen. There aren't
mllions of people here illegally casting votes.

You tal k about trust? You get trust
back in our elections system by standing up and
denounci ng those i es.

In the nmeantine, we have to protect
our workers who are adm nistering these el ections
and facing these lies and facing the threats that
come fromthem

| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gonzal ez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank the | eader and
certainly ny conference for their support of this
bill.

There are 40 states that have
simlar legislation that have felt the need in

the |l ast especially five, going on six years to
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protect their election officers. Because of the
increase in threats | nmentioned earlier, we have
seen a wave of retirements and el ection officers
resigning fromtheir positions.

And we want to nake it clear here in
New York that if you want to be a part of our
denocratic process, that we have your back. That
you should not cone to work and feel that your
life will be threatened, that those around you
will be targeted.

And in this digital age where we
have social nmedia, it is inmportant to neet the
nonent and create a standard for how t hat
information is distributed online. And that is
exactly what this bill does.

| am so proud that we are show ng
election officers that we care about their
safety. But | echo nmy colleague's sentinent that
it is atrue sign of the tines that we need bills
like this in the first place.

So | | ook forward, based on the
robust debate fromthis chanber, to really engage
in what it neans to conbat msinformation, to
what it nmeans to conbat hate, what it neans to

make sure our elections are truly protected and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

115

all New Yorkers can vote freely and fairly.

So thank you, M. President. And
again, I want to thank the | eader for this
el ection package today. It is significantly
important in this nonent.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gonzal ez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, |
wasn't | ooking to go down this road today, but
here we are.

You know, a recent poll showed that
one in four people that are self-identified
|iberals believe that it's okay to use viol ence
to justify a political cause. One in four people
that are willing to tell a stranger on the phone
that they are willing to cormit acts of violence
to support their political cause.

So don't sit here and preach to ne
about what's going on when one in four people,
self-identified liberal, think it's okay to
comm t acts of violence.

And we' ve seen those acts of
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vi ol ence. W see themevery day on TV. | wll
not be lectured to about this.

This is about doing the right thing
at the right time. It has nothing to do with
grandstanding. |'mvoting no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Wal czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | appreciate
the -- well, | don't really appreciate the
hi story |l esson fromny col |l eague across the
aisle. | think it was a presidential candidate,
Hillary Cinton, who called the president of the
United States an illegitimte president, based on
the results of an election by the American
peopl e.

So | think it cuts both ways, and
that's dishonest. | would |ove to see better
policy in New York State that doesn't have
New Yor kers questioning our elections. That's
why | debated that bill, and that bill, and that
bill, and that bill.

New Yorkers aren't standing up and

sayi ng, W need a bunch of changes to el ection
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| aw every 10 minutes, and every new | egislative
session, and we need an El ections Committee
neeti ng announcenent on a Sunday night for a
Monday debate in the New York State Senate to
just jamit right through. W've got to get that
el ections policy right in on the first day, with
a bunch of stuff that makes it nuch nore
confusing and only causes voters to ask a | ot
nor e questions about the process.

| certainly have a | ot nore
guestions about the process after today. And if
these bills beconme |aw, we'll have many nore.

That's not how you build faith in
our elections. So | would ask you to take a | ook
inthe mrror and | ead on this issue.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Rhoads, please sit.

Senat or Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President. Appreciate this opportunity.

| believe this country -- one of the

fundanmental principles that this country is based
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on is the power to govern, which is derived from
people and that right to cast a vote.

| want to commend the sponsor on
this bill because | do think it's inportant, for
far too many Americans have suffered many decades
ago. And then six years ago it seenms as if we
have started these intimdation practices again
and we are seeing an increase in those
intimdations and threats.

Ti mes have changed. This use of --
by our president and others using violent
| anguage to condemm Anericans and to condenmn our
el ections, at tines questioning them-- which
has, again, culmnated in the attack on
January 6th in 2021 -- we have since seen
el ection comm ssioners, officials, public
servants who are regularly facing threats,
threats to their work, to their famly, and to
nore. The stats have been rather astounding.

And | do think as long as we are
going to see this type of debate where we are
denoni zi ng wor kers, denoni zi ng ot her Anericans,
we do need to stand up. W do need to call this
out. And again, whether it is msinformation or

rhetoric comng fromthe highest |evels, highest
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of fices, we've got to protect our elections,
protect our civil servants.

And |'"mproud to vote in the
affirmative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fahy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads now to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.

| find it odd that we're talking
about intimdation of workers, particularly from
the party that continues to denonize | aw
enforcenent, continues to denonize |Inmgration
and Custom Enforcenent, continues to denonize
correction officers in the State of New York
whi ch has happened on a regul ar basis, not only
out side of this chanber but even inside of this
chanber by nmenbers fromthe -- fromny coll eagues
fromthe other side of the aisle.

W all want to protect our election
wor kers. But the one thing -- even today, the
one thing that voters agree on is the fact that
the one thing that would secure integrity in our

elections is voter identification.
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And ny col | eagues on the other side
of the aisle unani nously voted agai nst an
anendnent that woul d have provided voter |.D.
sonmet hing that 80 percent of New Yorkers have
asked for to secure election integrity in their
m nds, assuaging their fears.

And what we have in this particular
bill -- and the reason that |'mvoting agai nst
it, M. President -- is the fact that not that we
don't want to protect election workers, but that
you have created an open-ended definition of
intimdation which is going to lead to a fl ood,
potentially, of litigation, putting people who
are sinply doing their jobs, Iike poll workers
and el ection inspectors, potentially at risk of
having to be dragged into court for sone sinple
guestioni ng or asking sonmebody for their
identification or sinply asking that -- if they
believe that a voter, for exanple, nmay not be
regi stered, they believe that there's sone
process as part of their job that they're
supposed to chall enge as an el ection inspector,
if the poll worker feels intimdated by that,
now wi || be dragged into court, forced to

actually hire counsel, and forced to defend
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thenselves in a lengthy civil court proceeding
facing potential punitive damges.

That's why |1'I|l be voting no,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: You know, | wi sh
that | thought there was sonme sincerity that |
heard today about worrying about our --
protecting our governnment officials.

| want to know where that m ndset
was | ast year when nunerous occasi ons throughout
the entire session a | ot of us, nyself
i ncluded -- nyself especially -- begged for a
little concern for our governnent officials that
work in our prison systens. Wiere's the concern
for their safety?

Now we're going to provide
provisions in this law to protect governnent
officials' identity and conceal then? W're
worried about their privacy? Sonmehow | know that
we're going to be tal king about other governnent
officials in the very near future and about their

identities and about protecting their rights and
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their safety and their privacy.

And |' m wonderi ng how t hat
di scussion's going to go. But I think I know.
|"msorry: Hollow at best, hypocritical probably
nore accurate.

" mvoting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Wik to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: You know, today I
have heard a very shortsighted recollection of
hi story only going back six years. As if this
country has never, ever witnessed intimdation in
the polling place or people who are very, very
divided. [|I'msure during the Vietnamera we had
that at the polling places all the tinme, and
counting back even further in history. So to say
it only goes back six years is very, very
short si ght ed.

This bill has a very vague
definition of intent and intimdation. And its
primary focus is on bringing about civil action
at the polling place, which in itself is
intimdating to pollers -- to voters going to a

polling place, knowing that if they open their
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nmout h and they spark sone kind of argunent, they
are then able to becone victinms of a civil suit.

This bill does nothing but create
nore regulations. |t oppresses voters. And
there is a sinple solution. You can sinply bring
| aw enforcenent in to nmake sure that we're using
al ready existing power of |aw enforcenent to
saf eqguard those individuals.

And for these reasons |'mvoting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Senator G anaris to close.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| wasn't going to speak on this, but
now | feel like I nust.

| heard sone of my coll eagues across
the aisle talk about -- God knows where the
information is from but, you know, free speech,
you can say what you want -- that 25 percent of a
self-identified, you know, certain ideology
supports violence. | think that's nonsense.

But also | will not sit here and
listen to that kind of talk when | didn't hear

anything -- not even not hear anything, but the
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peopl e on the other side of the aisle and those
t hey support pardoned dozens of people who
commtted actual violence in the Capitol
Bui I ding, not unlike the one we're sitting in.

So please, give it a rest when
you' re tal king about who supports political
vi ol ence. Nobody on the other side is letting
peopl e of f the hook for that kind of violence
after they' ve been convicted. So give ne a |large
break about who supports viol ence and who doesn't
and whi ch people in power are sanctioning
vi ol ence and which are not.

And as for another piece of carping
that | heard during this discussion in ternms of
when bills are taken up and when they're not, |
think I rem nd ny coll eagues often: You want to
control the agenda here? Go win the elections.

But you don't, because the peopl e of
this state are expressing thensel ves every two
years, and they'll do so again. And what they' ve
done is elected a historically large majority on
this side of the aisle precisely so we can nake a
deci sion about which bills will pass, when they
will pass, and why they will pass.

So vote no as you're entitled to.
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These bills -- this bill will pass, |I'msure, as
it should. And we'll continue governing the way
we see fit.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 7, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's controversial cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behalf of Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins |
hand up the foll owi ng commttee assignnents for
the Majority Conference and ask that they be
filed in the Journal

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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handup is received and shall be filed in the
Jour nal .

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, January 13th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, January 13th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 5:28 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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