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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

June 13, 2025
1: 00 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal
THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Thur sday, June 12, 2025, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Wdnesday,
June 11, 2025, was read and approved. On notion,
t he Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6370

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 174 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1163, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1960.
Senat or Gonzal ez noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 2581B and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 3285B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1967.
Senat or Parker noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 4873 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 4091, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1970.
Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Aging, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 3939A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 4351A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1972.
Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 1988B and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 5742A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1983.
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2468 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6277, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1988.
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Senat or Weber noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 6097 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 6338, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1989.
Senat or Har ckham noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Local Governnent,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7837 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7201, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1999.
Senat or Rol i son noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 7994B and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 7364B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 2002.
Senat or Murray noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 8193 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 7667, Third Readi ng Cal endar 2003.
Senat or Har ckham noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 8475 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8247, Third Readi ng Cal endar 2016.
Senat or Addabbo noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 7802A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8358, Third Readi ng Cal endar 2024.
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Senat or Webb noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 7222 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8393, Third Readi ng Cal endar 2026.

Senat or Rol i son noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 6815 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 6243, Third Readi ng Cal endar 2031.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W are going to
si mul t aneously take up the cal endar and call an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in

Room 332.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1944 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 3765,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 495.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
495, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1944, by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1003, Senate Print 3866B, by Senator H nchey, an
act to anmend the Public Buildings Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1003, voting in the negative:

Senator Martins.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1076, Senate Print 7366B, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1224, Senate Print 6956B, by Senator C. Ryan, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6376

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1419, Senate Print 3394A, by Senator Gounardes,
an act to anmend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1956, Senate Print 287, by Senator Rhoads, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank | eadership for
allowing this bill the opportunity to cone to the
fl oor and thank my coll eagues here in the Senate
for their support.

Qobviously we've all had the
opportunity to attend Eagle Courts of Honor and
t he chance to recogni ze our Eagle Scouts and the
exceptional people that they are -- their
dedi cation, their perseverance, their know edge,
their skills and, nost inportantly, their service
to community.

And it's a chance for us also to
recogni ze the inportance of scouting as a whol e
in our conmunity, because it instills in the kids

that participate in the programthe sanme val ues
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that we would want to see in our own -- |ove of
God, love of famly, |ove of country, and
appreciation that we have a responsibility to
somet hing greater than ourselves to use the gifts
and talents that we've been given to try and nake
a difference in our communities. And that's what
Eagl e Scouts do every single day.

And | amgrateful -- and we al ways
say that obviously an Eagle Scout -- in fact,

t hey use the term nol ogy "marked man," "marked
person” in their cerenonies. And they truly are.
Wien you see the nane of an Eagle Scout cross
your desk, everybody instantly knows what that
nmeans: Somebody who's trustworthy, sonebody
who's brave, and sonmebody whom you can rely upon
intimes of crisis and rely upon themto do the
right thing even when no one is | ooking.

And so now, by honoring themwth
this distinctive plate, the state has the
opportunity to recogni ze themfor the exceptional
peopl e that they are.

| proudly vote aye and, again, thank
everyone for their support.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Rhoads to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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i s passed.

1957, Senate

act to anend

| ast section.

Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
Print 601C, by Senator Gllivan, an
t he Hi ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

roll.

the results.

i s passed.

1958, Senate

act to anend

| ast section.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
Print 1004A, by Senator Brouk, an
the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

THE SECRETARY: Section 14. This

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6380

act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1958, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Giffo, Helmng,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Wl czyk and Weik. Also
Senat or Rol i son.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1959, Senate Print 1047, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1959, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza,
oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1960, Assenbly Bill Nunber 174, by
Assenbl ynmenber R Carroll, an act to anmend the
Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 1960, voting in the negative are
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Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Giffo, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k. Also
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1961, Senate Print 1672B, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martinez to explain her vote.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you,
M. President, and good norning.

| stand today in support of this
bill. 1 first would like to thank our |eader for

bringing this bill to the floor. [It's such an
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important bill, not only for Long I|sland but
really for our workers across the island and our
children. W know education continues to be the
bui | di ng bl ock of New York's m ddl e class, and
with that comes publicly supported education and
construction projects that should strengthen, not
undercut, the m ddl e-cl ass workers.
Unfortunately, on Long Island that
is not always the case. Sone school construction
proj ects have been awarded to contractors that
| at er have been found guilty of wage theft,
wor ker m sclassification, failure to secure
New Yor k- based i nsurance and workers
conpensation. And they have refused to hire
| ocal construction workers.
These projects are heavily funded by
New York taxpayers, with the state subsidizing
nearly 80 percent of school construction costs
t hrough Building Aid. Wen a construction crew
| acks the proper training, it can lead to safety
hazards and substandard work which can expose
t axpayers to additional expenses for projects
that need to be renedi at ed.
PLAs are proven tools that set fair

wages, efficient workplace safety standards and
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prioritize hiring skilled | ocal workers.

| ncorporating PLAs into Long |Island school
construction projects will ensure taxpayers
dol | ars support good-paying jobs, |ocal jobs, and
deliver state-of-the-art facilities w thout the
costly disruption caused by unsafe and
unscrupul ous contractors.

Strong | abor standards don't just
protect workers, they help school districts avoid
del ays and cost overruns, but al so safeguard our
preci ous children and our faculty who attend
t hese school s every singl e day.

And let's renenber that PLAs wil |
not necessarily require schools to contract with
uni on shops. It still allows themto choose
different firns that best neet their needs, but
as long as the project neets the agreed-upon
stipulation of the agreenent.

The bill known as the Stop Wrker
Exploitation in Public Education Act is about
standi ng up for New Yorkers, the workers,
saf eguar di ng taxpayers' dollars, and ensuring
Long Island schools are built with respect,
fairness, and keeping the safety of our children

in mnd.
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| encourage ny col |l eagues to join ne
in supporting Long Island s workers, taxpayers,
and our future generations by passing this
i nportant |egislation.

| also want to thank our brothers
and sisters in |abor who always stand for
New Yor k, New York workers, and | really hope
t hat New York continues to be the beacon for al
workers with fair wages and great working
condi ti ons.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martinez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Mattera to explain his vote.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Martinez for
wor ki ng so hard on this, and everybody. This was
definitely a hurdle. And this is just so
i mportant. For sonebody that has been in the
trades and sonebody who's been a busi ness agent
for 23 years, 43 years with the Pl unbers Union,
|"ve seen a lot. |'ve seen a |lot of corruption,
|"ve seen a |l ot of contractors exploiting the

wor ker s.
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And just to give a heads-up, ny
father was one of them Wen ny father first was
a mechanic and ny father was working at the
VA Hospital and he had the union del egates cone
up to him and he found out that he wasn't
getting paid the proper wage. And ny dad went
home, he went hone to ny nom and said, "I'm going
into the union."

He goes: | can't believe nmy boss.
After six years, what |'ve done, worked hard, and
to make his business grow, and he -- all he did
was he hurt me with wages that he wasn't getting
paid. And you know what, he went into the union.

But, you know, this is such an
i mportant bill because we do work with the
district attorney's office and, guess what, it's
just a revolving door. There's always | oophol es.

And we do have good friends that are
up in the gallery right now, and | appreciate
Josh Sl aughter and Vinny Alu and M ke McCQuire.

t hank you so much for com ng back up here tonight
to make sure that you were up here | obbying

and -- well, excuse nme, working hard to talk to
all of the elected officials to nake sure they

under st ood what this was all about.
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So again, thanks to Senator Martinez
and to Assenbl ywoman Sol ages over in the
Assenbly -- hopefully that gets done tonorrow --
and | proudly vote aye.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mattera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1961, voting in the negative are
Senators Helmng, O Mara, Ott and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1962, Senate Print 2485, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1962, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Lanza, Martins, Mttera,
ber acker, O Mara, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk
and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1963, Senate Print 2516A, by Senator Gounardes,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1963, voting in the negative:

Senat ors heracker and Wei k. Al so Senator Stec.
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Ayes, 56. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1964, Senate Print 2536A, by Senator Jackson,
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. Thi
act shall take effect on the 180th day after
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

an

t he

S

it

t he

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1964, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Hel m ng and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bil

i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1965, Senate Print 2681B, by Senator Cooney,

act to anend the Executive Law.

an
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cooney to explain his vote.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Qur brave New York State Troopers
put their lives on the line every day to keep us
safe, whether it's protecting our roadways,
respondi ng to emergencies, or investigating
crimes. And we know it's an unfortunate reality
of their work that they are sonetines forced to
use deadly force responding to an energency.

But just because a trooper may be
justified in using such force doesn't nean that
they aren't experiencing hardship as a result,
whether it be a physical or a nental toll.
Currently in New York we have no uniform policy

to assist troopers recovering fromthese critical

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6391

incidents. And that's exactly what this bill
woul d fi x.

This woul d guarantee paid | eave for
troopers who had to use deadly force. Currently
t hese officers can be sent back on the roads in
just a day or two after w tnessing such events --
a systemthat's just unacceptabl e.

Qur New York State Troopers are
dedi cated public servants who work diligently to
protect our comrunities, and with this bill we
will be giving themthe support that they
deserve. | hope that this legislation that we're
going to pass here tonight on the floor of the
Senate will becone a national nodel for how we
address nental health issues and support our | aw
enf orcenment agenci es.

| want to thank our Majority Leader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for her |eadership in
bringing this bill to the floor.

| am al ways proud to be the partner
of the State Troopers and an ally here in the
Legislature. M. President, | vote aye.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Cooney
to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1965, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1966, Senate Print 3266, by Senator Pal unbo, an
act inrelation to the Southanpton Vill age
Ccean Rescue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1967, Assenbly Bill Nunber 2581B, by

Assenbl ynenber Gonzal ez- Roj as, an act to anend
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the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1967, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Oberacker, Rhoads, Wil czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1968, Senate Print 3815B, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you so much
M. President.

Back on July 5th of 2017, a tragedy
occurred. In ny district in the Bronx,
M osotis Fam lia, an NYPD detective, was
assassinated in an unprovoked ambush. She was
the first female officer killed in the |ine of
duty since 9/11, and only the third in the
hi story of the NYPD

As a single nother, she left behind
three children -- Genesis, Peter, and Delil ah.
At the tinme, Genesis was 20 years old, and she
becanme the sole caregiver of her entire famly.
And unli ke a surviving spouse, Cenesis and her
siblings are only eligible for benefits until the
age of 18 -- or 23 if they remain students. And
Cenesi s had already aged out, and the twins wl|
soon foll ow.

So we knew, based on these facts
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that were brought to us, that we needed to change
the way that the lawis currently structured to
allow for this situation to occur, because
survivors' accidental death benefits, or SADBs,
eligibility -- what this bill would do is extend
the eligibility for children of deceased
muni ci pal workers who died in the line of duty if
there is no surviving spouse.

We have been working on this bil
for the |l ast couple of years, and |I'mincredibly
thankful to the |l eader for allowing it to be
brought to the floor. Certainly working al ong
with the folks in the Gty Council, we got a
home-rul e right on the | ast day of session. And
| know that this is going to be passing -- it
passed in the Assenbly -- or is going to be
passing later tonight or maybe in the next couple
of days.

But bottomline, M. President, is
that we will be finally able to change the
situation of all of these children to make sure
t hat Genesis can receive the benefits that she is
due so that she can take care of her famly. And
this is the best way that we as a state can pay

our tribute to the nenory of Oficer Famlia
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| vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rivera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1969, Senate Print Nunmber 3879A, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1969, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo,
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Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1970, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4873, by
Assenbl ynenber Chandl er - Wat erman, an act to amend
the Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1970, voting in the negative are
Senators Giffo and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1971, Senate Print 4263, by Senator Kavanagh, an
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act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the first of February.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1972, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3939A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
El der Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1973, Senate Print 4417, by Senator My, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1973, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo,
Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1975, Senate Print Nunmber 4554A, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Adm ni strative Code of the Gty of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1976, Senate Print 4598, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1977, Senate Print 4727, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1978, Senate Print 4824A, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1979, Senate Print 4894, by Senator Jackson, an
act to repeal paragraph (g) of subdivision 4 of
Section 209 of the Cvil Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1980, Senate Print 4966, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anend the New York City Charter.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1980, voting in the negative:

Senat or Rhoads.
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Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1981, Senate Print 5056A, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1982, Senate Print 5257A, by Senator H nchey, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1982, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1983, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1988B, by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1984, Senate Print 5883, by Senator Lanza, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1985, Senate Print 5939B, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it

asi de.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1986, Senate Print 5998B, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the Donestic Rel ations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect on the 270th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President, for affording ne a nonent on
the bill.

This legislation is named in honor
of Kyra Franchetti, who was only two years old
when she was nurdered by her abusive father
during an unsupervi sed court-sanctioned visit.
Kyra's nother, who many of us know, Jacqueli ne,
has pl eaded -- had pleaded with the court
multiple tinmes to shield her daughter from her
father's suicidal behavior, abuse, uncontrollable

anger, and mani pul ative control. But the judge
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over seei ng her custody case didn't listen and
ordered unsupervi sed visits anyway.

Tragically, there are others who
share Kyra's devastating story. New York's
children are routinely court-ordered into hones
wi t h dangerous and even nurderous guardi ans. And
with that so top of mnd, this |egislation would
require Famly Court to review allegations of
donestic violence and child abuse prior to
i ssuing tenporary or final orders of custody and
visitation.

This would include a history of
domestic violence, child abuse, police reports,
and ot her known risk factors. Kyra's nother
Jacquel i ne was robbed of the opportunity to watch
her daughter grow, to see her start preschool, to
learn to read. She will never watch Kyra
graduate from high school or find a career she
| oves or have children of her own.

But sonmehow, through the unthinkable
| oss of her daughter, and with incredible
pati ence and grace, Jacqueline has harnessed her
grief to drive this singularly consequenti al
pi ece of |egislation before us today.

|"d truly like to thank
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Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for
bringing this bill to the floor and her support;
Assenbl ymenber Andy Hevesi; ny team Steven Koch,
and the many advocates who have worked on this
bill over the years -- and would especially |ike
to highlight the work of Joan Gerhardt,
Jenni fer Friedman, and nost of all
Jacquel i ne Franchetti, Kyra's nother, who has
worked tirelessly to ensure that what happened to
Kyra does not happen to any other child here in
New York State.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1987, Senate Print 6247A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act toratify and confirmthe creation of
Water District No. 14 of the Town of Monroe.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1988, Assenbly Bill Nunber 2468, by
Assenbl ymenber Dinowitz, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 1988, voting in the negative are
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Senators Gallivan, Stec, Wil czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1989, Assenbly Bill Nunber 6097, by
Assenbl ynenber Weprin, an act to amend the
Town Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1989, voting in the negative are
Senators Gallivan, Helm ng, O Mara, Rhoads and
Vi k.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1990, Senate Print 6351B, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1991, Senate Print 6421A, by Senator Borrello, an
act authorizing the City of Batavia to alienate
certain parkl ands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1992, Senate Print 6439, by Senator Fahy, an act

inrelation to issuing the Village --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a

home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1993, Senate Print 6661, by Senator Giffo, an
act to amend the Veterans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1994, Senate Print 6929A, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1995, Senate Print 7028C, by Senator Wl czyk, an
act inrelation to authorizing the Gty of
Little Falls, in the County of Herkimer, to
finance certain deficits by the issuance of

bonds.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1995, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Bail ey and Persaud.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1996, Senate Print 7049A, by Senator Fernandez,
an act authorizing the City of New York to
di scontinue certain parkland in Ferry Point ParKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1996, voting in the negative are
Senators Brisport, Krueger and Mayer. Also
Senator C eare.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1997, Senate Print 7053, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the County Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read the
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1998, Senate Print 7072, by Senator \Wbb, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1999, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7837, by
Assenbl ynenber Levenberg, an act to anend the
Vil l age Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2000, Senate Print 7223, by Senator Persaud, an
act inrelation to authorizing the conveyance of

certain property by the Gty of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a

home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2001, Senate Print 7314C, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2002, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7994B, by
Assenbl ynmenber Barrett, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2003, Assenbly Bill Number 8193, by
Assenbl ymenber DeStefano, an act in relation to
aut hori zing the assessor of the Town of
Br ookhaven to accept an application for a real
property tax exenption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 2003, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2004, Senate Print 7675A, by Senator Ortt, an act
to anend Chapter 220 of the Laws of 1976.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2005, Senate Print 7748, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a

home-rul e message at the desk
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2006, Senate Print 7749, by Senator Jackson, an

act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a

home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2007, Senate Print 7756A, by Senator My, an act
to anend Chapter 198 of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2008, Senate Print 7868A, by Senator Martins, an
act authorizing the Village of Kings Point,
Town of North Henpstead, County of Nassau, to
al i enate and di sconti nue certain parkl ands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast secti on.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6424

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation
Cal endar 2008, voting in the negative:
Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2009, Senate Print 7950A, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2010, Senate Print 8024B, by Senator Martinez, an
act related to disability retirenent benefits for
Deputy Sheriff Richard Stueber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2011, Senate Print 8071A, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2012, Senate Print 8087, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6427

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2012, voting in the negative are
Senators Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, O Mara, Ott,
Stec and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2013, Senate Print 8121A, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: t he bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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2014, Senate Print 8183, by Senator Martins, an
act to anend the Village Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2015, Senate Print 8233, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the New York City Charter.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2016, Assenbly Bill Number 8475, by
Assenbl ynenber Berger, an act to amend the
El der Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2017, Senate Print Nunber 8263, by
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, an act authori zing
t he Congregation Khal Mevakshei Hashem 1Inc., to

receive retroactive real property tax exenpt
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st at us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2017, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2018, Senate Print 8265A, by Senator Sutton, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weber to explain his vote.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today -- | think it is today.
| rise in support of this legislation, and I'm
proud to be one of the sponsors.

Last June, with only a few days |eft
in session, | net with several famlies in ny
district office and heard the chal |l enges they
faced as parents of children with cochl ear
i nplants. For those of you who don't know, these
wonder f ul devi ces give people with hearing
inmpairments the ability to hear properly. They
truly are a mracle.

The parents expl ai ned that a new
cochl ear inplant comes with two devices, each
wi th rechargeabl e batteries, both covered by
i nsurance. For six hours each day the devices
need to be charged. This is nanageable for
adults, but nore difficult for children.

When a devi ce mal functions or needs
to be upgraded, the replacenents are not covered

by insurance. Wen insurance conpani es deni ed
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the requests made by parents, the denial letters
said they were follow ng state guidelines.

Thankful ly, as legislators, we are
in a position to nodify the state guidelines to
require insurance conpanies to cover the cost of
repl acenent devi ces when they mal function or
becone obsol et e.

As you can imagi ne, these devices
are expensive. And sone famlies who can't
afford to i Mmedi ately purchase a backup device
were forced to not hear for hours each day while
waiting for one of their working devices to
rechar ge.

| believe every cochl ear recipient

shoul d have access to sound at all tines, and |I'm

proud to say that with the passing of this
| egislation, that goal will be nore attainable
t han ever.
M. President, | proudly vote aye.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weber to be recorded in the affirmative.
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2019, Senate Print 8306A, by Senator Ortt, an act
to anend Chapter 978 of the Laws of 1996.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2020, Senate Print 8313, by Senator Harckham an
act authorizing the Comm ssioner of
Ceneral Services to transfer and convey certain
unappropriated state land to The Arc Westchester
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2021, Senate Print 8341A, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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2022, Senate Print 8344, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend Chapter 189 of the Laws of 2013.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2022, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gl livan, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martinez,
Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Scarcell a-Spanton, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2023, Senate Print 8349A, by Senator Pal unbo, an

act inrelation to directing the Departnent of
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Transportation to grant a pernmanent access and
construction easenment to the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2024, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7802A, by
Assenbl ynenber Sayegh, an act to amend the
Raci ng, Pari-Mituel Wagering and Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2024, voting in the negative are
Senators Brisport, Krueger and Marti nez.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2025, Senate Print 8391, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Gvil Rights Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2026, Assenbly Bill Number 7222, by
Assenbl ynenber Bichotte Hernelyn, an act to amend
t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2027, Senate Print 8400, by Senator Serrano, an
act inrelation to a feasibility study and report
on the potential reestablishment of the
Enpire State Sunmer Ganes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2028, Senate Print 8420A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

Oh, excuse ne. In relation to
Cal endar 2028, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.
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Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2029, Senate Print 8428, by Senator Rhoads, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2029, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2030, Senate Print Nunber 8432, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the

Limted Liability Conpany Law.
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SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2031, Assenbly Bill Number 6815, by
Assenbl ynenber Beephan, an act to anend the
Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 2031, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Gllivan
Har ckham Hel mi ng, Lanza, Martinez, O Mara,
Rhoads, C. Ryan, Scarcell a-Spanton, Skoufis and
Vi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2032, Senate Print 6618A, by Senator Rolison, an
act to amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2032, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Gllivan
Har ckham Hel mi ng, Lanza, Martinez, O Mara,
Rhoads, C. Ryan, Scarcell a-Spanton, Skoufis and
Vi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's supplenental active list --
today's active |list, excuse ne, because it's a

new day.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
believe there's a report of the Rules Conmittee
at the desk. Let's take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 5426, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Real Property Law,

Senate Print 8416, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
General Business Law.

Both bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept

the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those

in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee, please signify by saying aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report of the Rules Commttee is adopted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2033, Senate Print 5426, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2033, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Lanza and Rhoads.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2034, Senate Bill Nunmber 8416, by Senator Conri e,
an act to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's nove on to the controversial cal endar,
begi nni ng with Cal endar Nunber 2034.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2034, Senate Print 8416, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads, it's 1:52 a.m Wy do you rise?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RHOADS: Because | was

falling asleep, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cotta
wake on up, brother.

SENATOR RHOADS: | was hoping that
Senator Comrie mght yield to a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Conrie, do you yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The | ast
dragon vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Conrie. Through you, M. President.

If I can ask, the bill that we have
before us was actually introduced on June 9th of
2025. So at least by my count, that would have
been on Tuesday. Was there a particular reason
after five nonths of session that we waited to
introduce this legislation until the Tuesday
before the cl ose of session?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. This bill has been worked on for
the past five -- al nbst seven years. W' ve been
trying to create an opportunity to inprove the

opportunities for the Attorney General to update
the General Business Law in relation to enacting

the fostering Affordability and Integrity through
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Reasonabl e Fair Business Practices Act.

Every state in the New York -- every
state in the United States has a statute
prohi biting unfair, deceptive and abusive
practices, which are known as UDAAP. These
statutes serve to protect consuners and to
protect businesses frompronoting fraud or
unet hi cal busi ness practi ces.

I n New York UDAAP only prohibits
deceptive acts such as clainmng a product does a
task that it does not perform Likew se, the
state statute broadly prohibits unfair practices
but restricts consunmers' ability to enforce these
protections. The adm nistrative barriers and
narrow definitions of unfair practices make it
difficult for New Yorkers to take action agai nst
corrupt businesses, reducing the effectiveness of
UDAAP st at ut es.

This bill is going to define acts or
practices as unfair where it causes or is likely
to cause substantial injury which is not
reasonabl y avoi dabl e and i s not outwei ghed by the
countervailing benefits to the consuner or to
conpetition.

We have been trying, as | said in
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t he begi nning, for seven years to update the
UDAAP bill. There's over 32 states that have
updated it. This bill has not been updated since
1980. And New York nust reformits outdated and
weak consumer protection |laws. W have many
folks that are here in this state that are new
homeowners, new auto buyers, working to try to
i nprove their business, and they're being ripped
of f by busi nesses.

This is a bill that we've been
wor ki ng hard with the business community, with
the Attorney Ceneral's office, working with the

Assenbly and the Governor's office, and we

finally have enough -- we finally have two

di fferent houses that have agreed on a bill, and
hopefully the Governor's office will help nove
this bill forward.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
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M. President. You would agree, though,
Senat or Conrie, would you not, that this is a
fairly robust and conprehensive piece of

| egislation that we were nerely given on this
side of the aisle hours to be able to | ook at,
and nmerely less than an hour of notice that it
woul d be com ng to the floor today.

It did not go through the nornmal
committee process, was not the subject of any
heari ngs, was not the subject, obviously, of any
guestioning in any comrittee, other than its
brief stop over at the Rules Conmttee sonetine
around 1:30 in the norning on the day after what
is supposed to be the final day of session.

Don't you think that this is a
little bit rushed for such a conprehensive bill?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would take unbrage with the fact
that this bill is being | abel ed as conprehensive.
This bill is actually quite sinple.

And this bill has been brought down to its nost
essential elements. This bill was introduced in
a larger version on March 13th by the Attorney
Ceneral's office and filed accordingly.

This bill has been focused and
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re-detailed to focus on just the nmain things that
are going to create harmto consunmers. |In nost
cases it's just going to deal with a substanti al
injury or a substantial harm-- substanti al
injury, an unfair business practice, and a
deceptive business practice or an abusive

busi ness practice. And that's it.

| f you would like, I will give you
the definitions of those three, but | think we'll
do that down the line. Thank you

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Conri e.

WIIl the Senator continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The federal
government has its own Frank- Dodd UDAAP statute
and al so has FTC statutes that provide consumner
protections simlar to this. Wy did you feel it
was necessary at this particular juncture for a
bill that you' ve been working on for the |ast

seven years to introduce these state protections
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t oday?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Because, frankly,
we don't believe that the federal government wl|
continue to help enforce these statutes. And
recent reports have indicated that the
Consuner Financial Protection Bureau will not
pursue any current or future cases. And nost
Republ i cans i n Congress have introduced
| egislation to elimnate the agency altogether.

So we don't feel that on the federa
| evel there will be protection for consuners. So
that's why we were even nore focused on trying to
come to an agreenent this year.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Conri e.

But this is a bill that you' ve been
wor ki ng on for the |ast seven years --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR RHOADS: Oh, will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: But this is a bill
t hat you' ve been working on for the past seven
years, correct?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes. Correct.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: What' s the purpose
of the bill?

SENATOR COWVRI E: The purpose of the
bill is to protect consuners from practices that
are charging usury fees to themto purchase
equi pnent, to purchase cars, for hone | oan
practices.

We al so are focusing now on dealing
with fewer junk fees, where people get caught in
ot her business scans. This is something that is
focused on maki ng sure that anyone that has a
clear injury fromthe deceptive practice -- not

an i magi ned injury or an assuned injury, but
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sonmet hing that can be clearly delineated, can be
protected and the Attorney General can come in
and hel p themrecoup their noney.

W have nmany -- this is a state of
new immgrants. This is a state of nmany people
that are trying to get aleg upinlife, they are
starting businesses, they are purchasi ng hones,
and they're frankly getting ripped off. And
whenever those incidents are happening, they have
no recourse or no one to turn to.

So this would give the
Attorney Ceneral the power to be able to help
t hese constituents, these consuners, these folks
that are trying to |ift thensel ves up but are
getting pushed back because they have |limted
knowl edge and they're doing things that they have
never done before with people that are ripping
t hem of f .

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6454

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

Doesn't the Attorney General already
have the ability to prosecute what the
Attorney Ceneral believes to be deceptive
busi ness practices under existing state | aw?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, they do have
l[imted power. But this is expanding it to
things that are clearly deceptive and unfair.

SENATOR RHOADS: And if the sponsor
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: I n what ways is
this | egislation expanding the powers of the
Attorney Ceneral ?

SENATOR COWVRI E: So t hrough you,
M. President, it's adding unfair acts, which is
defined as an act or practice is unfair when it
causes or is likely to cause substantial injury
whi ch is not reasonably avoi dable and is not

out wei ghed by the countervailing benefits to the
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consuner or conpetition.

Then an abusive act, which is
defined as an act or practice is abusive when it
materially interferes with the ability of a
person to understand a termor condition of a
product or service or it takes unreasonable
advant age of the lack of understanding on the
part of a person of the material risks, costs or
conditions of a product or service or (b) the
inability of a person to protect such person's
interests in selecting or using a product or
servi ce.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | know t he
definitions that are contained in the statute.
can certainly read them But they all sound to
be sonewhat simlar and woul d be enconpassed

under the definition of a deceptive business
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practice.

Wul d you be able, as the sponsor,
to give ne a concrete exanple of what you believe
to be a deceptive practice versus an unfair
practice versus an abusive practice?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yeah, okay. Let
nme -- the -- you're a new homeowner and you're
trying to buy furniture. You go to a store and
they tell you what the furniture is going to cost
you on a rental, as opposed to a purchase, so you
can save noney. You turn out to find out that
the rental fee is costing you nore than you woul d
have actually purchased the itemfor if you were
able to purchase it whole. That's a deceptive
busi ness practice.

An unfair practice is if you're
goi ng to purchase a hone, |ike many new
homeowners do in New York State, and they find
out that they're paying a rate that's three tines
over the cost because there's a balloon nortgage
on there that they weren't told about or there
was a codicil put in there that they weren't
aware of and they weren't given an opportunity to
have a real anal ysis done because they were told

they had to sign the papers that day or they
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woul d | ose the nortgage.

What was the third one, abusive?
That's wi de open for nmany people. But nost
abusi ve practices is when people are trying to
purchase a product or a service and they're being
pushed to sonmething that they either were not
able to afford or not able to continue to pay
for, but they were told on the spot by the
busi ness that they would have to purchase this
t oday.

So that they're looking to -- this
law is not | ooking to do anything but clearly
defend people that were clearly abused in a
specific way and that that caused harmor injury
to them And also created a clear financial
har dshi p because it's costing thema | ot nore
than they would -- than nbost New Yorkers would
pay, those inforned New Yorkers that understand
how to and have practice in purchasing things.

We are trying to protect our new
New Yorkers. W're trying to protect people that
are trying to build a life, develop an
opportunity, buy their first car. Even student
| oans, we're finding people are getting ripped

off on. As | said earlier, the hone purchase
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mar ket, especially in nmy district, where | have
one of the highest forecl osure rates because
peopl e have gotten into usury |oans, they have
pur chased hones that they found out they had no
way to continue to pay for or nanage.

W're trying to protect those
people. W are New Yorkers. W are |legislators.
W try to protect people that come here to try to
build a better life. And this bill would help
give the Attorney General that opportunity.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie yields.

SENATOR RHOADS: I|"mstill having
some di fficult understanding, though,

Senat or Comrie. Through you, Madam President, of
cour se.

Because the exanples that you
give -- a person buying furniture, a person
buying a honme not realizing or not being told

that there was a bal |l oon paynent at the end, an
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i ndi vi dual being charged three tines the rate
that they thought they were going to be charged
because they weren't infornmed of the rates --
woul dn't those all qualify as deceptive
practices? Because they all involve |eading
sonmeone to believe sonething that isn't true.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | think that's subject to
interpretation. And what the Attorney Ceneral is
trying to do, as they've done in 47 other states
and have done on a federal level, is to create
t he same standard.

And so the | anguage that's witten
here in this bill is conpared to and equal to
what has been done in 47 other states.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senator Conri e.

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: So now the statute

itself, the proposed statute, defines an unfair
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practice as when it causes or is likely to cause
substantial injury not reasonably avoi dabl e and

i s not outweighed by countervailing benefits to

consuners or to conpetition, is that correct?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Correct. |'m
sorry, through you, Madam President, correct.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And what was the
basis for that definition?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Agai n, through
you, Madam President, this is the same definition
that's used in 47 other states and also currently
used by the federal Consuner Financial Protection
Bureau. [It's the exact sane definition. And it
was brought -- devel oped sonme tinme ago, and it
has been effective across the country in 47 other
st at es.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And what is the
definition of substantially --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Rhoads, are you asking --

SENATOR RHOADS: Oh, will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And what is the
definition of substantial injury?

SENATCR COWRI E: It's defined in
t he Federal Trade Commi ssion Act. It's the sane
definition in the Federal Trade Conm ssion Act,
Senat or Rhoads. So it's -- they tried to use the
same | anguage and actually the same words and --
so they could be uniformw th everything el se
t hat' s happeni ng across the country.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1 sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The federal
statute, though, does provide sone standards for

determ ning what is actually unfair or deceptive,
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does it not?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, yes. And this bill natches that
exactly.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And what standards
does the statute provide for making that
determ nati on?

SENATCR COWRI E: Standards? |'m
sorry, through you, Madam-- | mean, one m nute.
| need to confer on that one. (Conferring.)

The standards are derived from
standard case | aw which the FTC has used in their
many exanples. But it's through standard case
| aw by the Federal Trade Conm ssion and by the
Consumner Fi nance Protection Bureau.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: What gui dance is
provided to the ultinate decisionnmaker in this
case as to what they're supposed to | ook at?

And the reason for the question is
that the FDIC has actually issued standards used
to assess whether an act or practice is unfair or
deceptive, looking at the interplay between the
FTC Act and ot her consumer protection statutes,
| ooki ng at exam nation procedures for determning
conpliance with the FTC Act standards, including
ri sk assessnent procedures that should be
followed to determine if transaction testing is
war r ant ed, best practices for docunmenting a case,
corrective actions that should be considered for
viol ations, as well as resources that can be
used.

In your statute, what tools are
provided to the ultinate decisionnmaker in this
case as to how they' re supposed to eval uate
cases?

SENATOR COWRI E: The ultimate
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deci si onmakers in this case will be the

Attorney Ceneral that decides to bring the case
after they talk to the consuner and find out what
happened to them and why they feel aggrieved.

But actually the final decisionmaker
will be the courts. And the courts will act
accordingly, as they have been doing in 47 other
states regarding these matters.

But the prelimnary decision will be
assessed by the Attorney General's office whether
or not to bring a case. W're focused on
substantial cases and things that they can
docunent so that they're not bringing frivol ous
| awsuits. The Attorney General is not interested
in doing anything but trying to protect people
t hat have been substantially aggrieved or abused.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Is the -- nmust a conplaint or nust

an action by the Attorney Ceneral stemfrom an
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actual consuner conplaint? O under your statute
does the Attorney General have the ability to
initiate on her own volition an investigation or
action against a particular individual or
conpany?

SENATOR COWVRI E: The Attorney
CGeneral can do it on the Attorney General's own
volition, but there has to be actual injury. It
can't be surm sed or projected. There has to be
actual injury that they can point to and describe
and denonstrate.

|"msorry, through you
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: That's
fine. But can we keep the chatter somewhat
| ower .

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Your proposed
statute indicates that (reading) the
Attorney CGeneral nmay bring such an action or

proceedi ng agai nst any person conducti ng any
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busi ness, trade or comerce, or furnishing a
service in this state, whether or not the person
is wthout the state -- or is within the state.

The Attorney General nmay al so bring
such an action or proceedi ng agai nst any person
within the state conducting a business, trade,
commerce or furnishing a service, whether or not
t he business, trade conmerce or service is
conducted or furnished without the state.

Whul d this | anguage all ow t he
Attorney Ceneral to prosecute businesses and
i ndi vidual s that have no relation to the State of
New Yor k?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Any busi ness t hat
is damaging a New York State resident would be
subject to the Attorney Ceneral going after them
to elimnate that business practice. Because if
they're going after one constituent, they're
goi ng after dozens.

So if there's a deceptive business
that is operating anywhere that is harm ng
New York State consuners, this gives the
opportunity for the Attorney General to file
agai nst them

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
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continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yi el d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And so in a
ci rcunst ance where you have a busi ness online --
| don't want to give a particular name, but we
can i nmagine a conpany that exists in a state
other than the State of New York. You have a
consuner that goes upon that business's website
and orders a product or a service. How would the
Attorney Ceneral get jurisdiction over a company
in anot her state?

SENATOR COWVRI E: (Conferring.)
Through you, Madam President, as |ong as that
conpany has a nexus or a conduit through New York
State and is doing business in New York State,
they are subject to the Attorney Ceneral if
t hey' re doing deceptive or unfair business
practices.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Wul d you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR COMWRI E: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So in the case of
an out-of-state conpany which nerely maintains a
website that's accessed by a New York resident,
woul d that constitute a sufficient nexus, in your
opinion, for the Attorney Ceneral to obtain
jurisdiction?

SENATOR COMWRI E: There needs to be
a physical transaction or sone type of
transacti on that happens that can be docunented
and traced for that.

And that -- whatever that
transaction was, if it was deceptive or unfair or
abusive, then -- and the constituent can prove
that and show that to the Attorney General, then
the Attorney General can nmeke the case.

But again, these would be resol ved
in-- at the court level or the -- a business
woul d have a certain amount of tine to show that
they are -- whatever they've done they do not
believe is deceptive.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
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continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATCR COWRI E: Yes. Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Well, you've
i ndi cated al ready that whether or not the
Attorney Ceneral is going to pursue an action is
in the sole discretion of the Attorney General.

There is no showi ng that has to be
made prelimnarily to any court or to any
grand jury before the Attorney General can
institute any action. |Is that correct?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, no, that's not correct.

It has to be sonething substanti al
There has been to be a product or a service or a
thing that was rendered to the consuner, to the
constituent, that shows injury that they have.
That's either, you know, as | said, a hone, a
car. O now we're dealing with -- you're talking
internet online purchasing. |If they purchase
somet hing, they would have that object. [If they

have a hone, clearly they would have the nortgage
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papers. |If they purchased a car, clearly they
woul d have those papers.

But if you're focusing on online,
what ever that product they purchased online, it
woul d have to showto the Attorney General, the
Attorney General would have to nake the decision
as to whether or not to file the case.

But they just can't wake up and say,
you know, | want to file a case. They have to
show sonething to prove that there was an
i nstrument or product that was sold to themthat
t hey feel has been decepti ve.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Section 349 of
your legislation, Article (2)(O(b)(1), states
t hat (readi ng) whenever the Attorney Ceneral
shal | believe, fromthe evidence satisfactory to
the Attorney Ceneral, that any person including

but not limted to an individual, firm
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corporation, conmpany, partnership or association
or agent or enployee thereof has engaged or is
about to engage in any of the acts or practices
stated to be unfair, deceptive, or abusive, the
Attorney General nmay bring an action or
proceedi ng in the nane and on behal f of the
peopl e of the State of New York

| know you've indicated that there
has to be some sort of nexus and sone sort of
injury or harm But mnmy question was, who has to
make that prelimnary determ nation? Does there
have to be any showing to a court? Does there
have to be -- in the case of a crimnal action
that's being brought, does there have to be any
kind of presentation to a grand jury and the
obtai ning of an indictnent?

O is this sinply the
Attorney Ceneral has the opportunity, by herself,
based on criteria that she determ nes by herself,
to pursue an action agai nst anyone, any conpany
she wants to, anywhere in the country?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Any -- this is
current |aw, Senator Rhoads. W're not changing
the current law and the ability of the

Attorney Ceneral, whoever that may be, to pursue
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a case. It's already the current |aw that the
Attorney Ceneral has to follow certain
gui del i nes.

These are civil cases, not crimnal
cases. Also, you can take the crimnality off
the table. These are consuner cases and cases
wher e peopl e have been ripped of f by goods,
products and servi ces.

So if there's already a standard
practice for the Attorney General to present
t hese cases and she would still have to -- he or
she would still have to follow that
al ready-wel | - docunent ed st andard.

| keep forgetting to say "through
you. "

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Just
rem ndi ng you, Senator Rhoads, you have about
three mnutes |eft.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay.

Where woul d the case be venued?

SENATCR COWRI E: Where woul d the

case be vetted? |'msorry, through you --
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SENATCOR RHOADS: Where woul d the
case be venued?

SENATOR COMRI E: l"msorry, I'm--

SENATCOR RHOADS: I n other words,
let's say you have a resident fromthe State of

Fl orida and she's bringing a case agai nst an

i ndi vi dual based upon a transaction that happened

onl i ne.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |t would be based on the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure as it stands
now.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Vel |, does the --
will the sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Vel |, does the
Attorney Ceneral have the capacity -- does the
State Attorney General have the capacity to be
able to bring an action in federal court?

SENATCR COWRI E: These are state
court cases. |I'msorry. Through you,

Madam Presi dent, these are state court cases.
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This is not a federal case, to the best of ny
understanding. There's nothing in here that's
tal ki ng about federal |evel.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: | f you have an
out-of-state resident in Florida, how would you
venue the case in New York?

SENATCR COWRI E: An out-of-state
resident -- through you, Madam President. The
out-of-state resident in Florida is not who we're
protecting in New York. It has to be a New York
State resident.

So |'m not understandi ng your
guestion. Are you saying the out-of-state
resident is the business that is doing the
deceptive practice? O are you saying the
out-of-state resident is the aggrieved party?

SENATOR RHQADS: |'l1l ask anot her
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guestion, if the sponsor will vyield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: This is

your last mnute, Senator Rhoads.

SENATCOR RHOADS: It"1l be the | ast
guestion, and then I'I|l speak briefly on the
bill.

SENATOR COWRI E: 111 yield.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Senator Conrie --
did you yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: kay. kay.

Is it your understanding that this
statute can only be brought -- that an action by
the Attorney General under this proposed statute
can only be brought against a New York resident
or business?

SENATOR COWRI E: No, no, | didn't
say that. | said that any business that has a
presence in New York or has a stature in New York
or has a conduit in New York State that's
anywhere in the world that transmts a business
product to New York can be subject to this, if
t hey' ve used deceptive practices to do it. This
woul d cover any New York State resident and the

resi dent's hone.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads, that is the end of your tine.

SENATOR RHOADS: May | speak
briefly on the bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: No, |
t hi nk you used your full 30 m nutes, and there
are a nunber of people.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senator. Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Pal unbo, why do you rise?

Ch, sorry. Senator Martins, why do
you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam President. [|f the sponsor would yield for
a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: First,
Madam Presi dent, through you, I want to thank the
sponsor for this piece of legislation. | know,

Senator Conmrie, that you are conmng at this from
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a good place. | just think we may have a
di fference of opinion on howto get there.

And | hope | can ask you sone
guestions and maybe clarify some of those
guestions that | may have.

So through you, Madam President, if
t he sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR COWRI E: Madam Pr esi dent
"1l be honored to hear Senator Martins' point of
Vi ew.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

We're dealing with concepts of
abusi ve practices, unfair practices, deceptive
acts. There's a concern | have, Senator, that
al though there are definitions assigned to these
terms, the definitions thenselves are open to
interpretation, and that reasonabl e peopl e can
differ in how they interpret sonmething to be
ei t her abusive, unfair, or deceptive.

Wul d you agree?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Ch, nost
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definitely. W're in a world that everybody has
a different opinion that you talk to.

|"msorry. Through you,
Madam President. You can talk to 20 peopl e about
sonmet hing and you' Il get 20 different opinions.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And | need to ask
if the -- you know, if the drafting of the
| egislation, was it done here in the Senate
col | aboratively? 1 know that Assenbl ynan Lasher
was al so the sponsor in the Assenbly, and
obviously I know M cah for sonme tine.

Was that drafted here in the
Legislature? Ws it drafted in the
Attorney Ceneral's office? O was it done
col | aborativel y?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, it was done col |l aboratively.
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You want the |ong answer? No, you
don't want the |ong answer?

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: But it was done
col | aboratively. | have to give
Assenbl yman M cah credit because, as | said,
we' ve been trying to do this for seven years.

But we did -- the Attorney Ceneral
had public neetings, private neetings. W,
Assenbl yman Lasher and mnysel f, had many neetings
Wi th businesses to hear their point of view W
talked to the staffs, both staffs, the Assenbly
and the Senate staff, and the CGovernor's office.

And | want to take a nmonent to thank
all of themfor grinding through this to try to
drill to something that woul d be acceptabl e that
we could finally get the Business Council and the
New York City Partnership and the other rel evant
groups that had all been panicking, because of
what you said about the interpretation and the
possibility of interpretation, to drill this down
to what is done in 47 other states but is already
bei ng done by the FTC and t he Consuner Fi nanci al
Prot ecti on Bureau.

Because we don't want frivol ous
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| awsuits. We don't want people to be focused on
trip-and-falls. W don't want to panic snall
busi nesses or even | arge businesses with a ton of
| awsui ts.

This is going to be up to the
Attorney Ceneral to assess and determ ne whet her
or not a practice was deceptive or unfair or
abusi ve.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield, Senator Conrie?

SENATOR COWVRI E: | do, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR COWVRI E: | want to point
out -- sorry, Senator Martins -- that this is a
departnmental bill also, which al so indicates that

we' ve been working on this as a team
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you for
t hat .

| f the sponsor would continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Specifically, the
portion here that allows the Attorney General
unilaterally to nake the decision. Typically in
t hese statutes you see sonme standard -- you know,
within a reasonable opinion, or wwthin a certain
range of reasonabl eness, or after certain
consul tation

Are we to read this statute to
include a level of good faith and reasonabl eness
on behalf of the Attorney CGeneral? Although it's
not witten in the statute, are we to expect that
that's included in this as well?

SENATOR COWVRI E: The Attorney
Ceneral already has unilateral power to bring any
action agai nst anyone. W' re not changing that
definition or changing it as it has been defi ned
in 47 other states as well, Madam President.

So through you, we're not changing

the ability of the Attorney General. W' re not
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changi ng the unilateral opportunity that the
Attorney Ceneral has. It was already in statute
prior to this bill. This bill only highlights
and continues a practice that she already has
power over.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Al t hough
understand that there may be simlar statutes in
other jurisdictions and there may be simlar
abilities in other jurisdictions for people to
enforce those statutes, in New York State this
statute woul d change the definition of abusive
practices, unfair practices and deceptive acts in
a way that we haven't had in | aw before.

And so the ability of a person to
interpret these things -- and we' ve al ready
di scussed that reasonabl e peopl e can have

different opinions -- we're allowi ng a person to
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make those determ nations. And although it's
happened sonewhere el se, here in New York it
hasn't, because this is a new | aw

I's there a concern and should we all
expect that the Attorney General, though it's not
in the statute, has to act reasonably, has to act
in good faith, and has to have a basis to nove
forward before bringing an action agai nst anyone
under this statute?

SENATCR COWRI E: One second. Let
me -- (conferring).

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. The Attorney General already
has the ability to act in this way.

The courts will be nmaking the final
deci sions, not the Attorney Ceneral.

But the Attorney General is not --
is only going to act when there's a harmthat can
be defined, that can be delineated, that can be
denonstrated before they take it to the courts.
But the courts will have the final decision on
what happens with these cases.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the

sponsor woul d continue to vyield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: The statute al so
refers to and grants the ability for the
Attorney Ceneral to anticipate -- specifically in
the statute there's |anguage that allows the
Attorney Ceneral not only to respond to things
that are currently happening, but to anticipate
in sone way and, in anticipating, bringing an
action to stop sonething from happeni ng t hat
hasn't even happened yet.

Does that raise any concerns for you
in ternms of due process, that the
Attorney Ceneral can actually bring an action
prior to sonmething actually having been done
because she believes she should do so?

SENATOR COWRI E: \%%
understanding -- through you, Madam Presi dent.
My understanding is that the Attorney Ceneral
al ready has the power to do these prelimnary
injunctions, to file a case. And that's already

within their power as the Attorney General.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So it's ny
understanding that a prelimnary injunction
allows the Attorney General to bring a proceeding
or a request that the court enjoin somebody from
doi ng sonething that they' re actually doing
prelimnarily before she has an opportunity to
prove it in a full case.

So the injunction is brought
prelimnarily because they did sonething and she
wants to stop themfromdoing it.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Correct.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: In this case, as
" m | ooking at the | anguage, it says if the
Attorney Ceneral anticipates that something may
be done in the future -- not that they've already
done it, but she's anticipating sone future

ei ther abuse, unfair practice or deceptive act.
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And in anticipating that, this
statute would allow the Attorney General to take
action either by bringing a lawsuit or -- and
"Il get to this in a second -- under
Section 6312 of the Executive Law, which is
extraordi nary.

s that portion of this statute that
gives the Attorney Ceneral that authority to
antici pate sonmething, is that a concern?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. No, it's not a concern, because
the Attorney CGeneral would only take up cases
that they could prove, cases that they know they
could win. They would not want to waste tine
taking frivolous cases to a court to decide.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWVRI E: | do. | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | appreciate

that. But | understand the Attorney Ceneral's
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office to be anbngst the nost powerful attorneys
general that we have in the entire United States.
That's the Attorney General here in New York

St at e.

And the ability to bring actions
agai nst individuals for something that's
anticipated or to bring action, either by
subpoena or otherwi se, is and places an
i ncredi bl e burden on whoever is the target of
that investigation or of that action.

And so before they do that, you
know, | believe due process is inportant. How do
we safeguard individuals who may be fal sely
accused and give themthe opportunity to protect
t hensel ves in the event that they turn -- it
turns out that they did not in fact engage in
abusi ve practices, unfair practices or deceptive
acts and practices if the Attorney General just
happens to be w ong?

Al t hough she may have acted in good
faith, how do we protect and ensure that there's
due process in this statute?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President. The -- let ne just nake sure.

(Conferring.)
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Through you, Madam President, we're
not changi ng the powers of the Attorney General.
We are just delineating the actual what they --
we're just delineating unfair, deceptive or
abusive that the Attorney Ceneral nmay bring an
action or proceeding in the nane and on behal f of
the people to enjoin -- to enjoin such | awf ul
acts or practices and to obtain restitution.

There is a proceeding, the
prelimnary relief can be granted under
Article 63 of the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es
al ready. Wich gives the person tinme to prove if
the Attorney CGeneral nade a m stake and to bring
relief to the situation

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
sponsor would yield for just a few nore
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: You know, not the

current Attorney Ceneral, | just want to speak to
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the possibility perhaps in the future that we my
have an Attorney General here in the State of

New York that tends or that may be political and
may take actions that are politically driven and
that may direct certain actions towards different
groups based on other than what we woul d al

agree to be proper.

And | know we can di sagree because
reasonabl e peopl e can di sagree on what's abusive
or what's deceptive or what is unfair. But do
you have concerns that if we allow for what are
generally, | think -- although if we're acting in
good faith, we should all reach nore or less the
same grounds.

But if people do not act in good
faith, how do we ensure that there are going to
be protections for groups in New York State who
may not realize they're acting that way but are
perceived to act that way? How do we protect
t henf?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Agai n, through
you, Madam President. 1It's not the
Attorney Ceneral that decides what happens or
what the final verdict is. It's the courts that

deci de.
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| don't think any Attorney GCeneral
worth their weight would want to bring frivol ous
cases and be known as being a failure in these
areas. | don't think that any Attorney General
worth their weight would want to be known as an
of fice or an agency or an entity that people
coul d not depend on to bring cases in a proper
and del i neat ed manner.

| don't believe that -- | hear what
you' re saying that, you know, Attorney Generals
may want to try to act politically. But | also
know that they want to win a case if they bring
it, so that they're not going to take a case that
they don't feel confortable about bringing it to
bear.

But also, this act gives businesses
opportunity to get relief before they go to
court. So if a business feels that it is
unfairly being targeted or that their business
practice is fair and just, they have an
opportunity to denonstrate that to the
Attorney Ceneral.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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SENATOR COWRI E: | do. | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And therein lies
the rub. They would be able to prove it to the
Attorney Ceneral even before it goes to court.
Even before it gets before a judge, the
Attorney Ceneral gets to deci de whether or not
the proofs are sufficient, whether or not the
person has conplied, whether or not any of these
t hi ngs have happened.

Again, it puts people in the
crosshairs in a way that is sonmetines very
punitive. And we have to be cogni zant of that.

And | know you are, Senator.

So I"'mgoing to -- I"mjust going to
ask you a couple of questions -- through you,
Madam President -- if you'll continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: If an
Attorney Ceneral believes that given the statutes
t hat we have on the books here in New York that

have to do with things like reproductive rights,
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if there are hospitals in New York State that
because of religious convictions and foundations
of the hospital choose not to provide such
services, would the Attorney General be able to
consider that to be abusive in order to bring an
action or proceeding agai nst an institution?

Because | think we all understand
this is not just for businesses, it's also for
not-for-profits and individuals. [It's a nuch
broader scope than just what was there before,
whi ch was consuner-ori ent ed.

Wul d the Attorney General be able
to do that?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

This is not dealing with policies or
i deas or ideology. This is dealing with
substantial harm denonstrated crinmnality,
denonstrated usury, and that can be proven by an
i ndi vi dual showi ng a product or a service. Not

a -- this has nothing to do with hospital

practices.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Senator, is it
your sense that this would not apply to
not-for-profits but only to comercial and
consuner - -

SENATOR COWVRI E: " msorry, through
you, Madam President. | didn't say that. |
specifically said hospitals. And you talked
about a hospital's maternal policies or OB-GYN
policies. | was focused on that.

| f a nonprofit is being -- acting in
a crimnal way, just as it was in the news today
that a nonprofit unfortunately in ny district,
the director was arrested for illegal activities
and fraud, that not-for-profit still would be
subj ect to, you know, review by the
Attorney Ceneral's office.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | appreciate
that. Thank you very much, Senator.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

You know, as | nentioned, | believe
and | think it's pretty clear that
the Attorney CGeneral of the State of New York is
per haps the nost powerful attorney general in the
country, probably second to the U S. Attorney
General he or herself. And the resources that
t hey have and the ability they have to marshal
t hose resources in certain directions | think is
pretty clear. W' ve seen, tine and again, the
ability of attorneys general to take on certain
responsi bilities.

And t hey' ve done -- you know, going
back through history, they've done quite a bit
t hrough the Attorney General's office, each in
their owm way, whether it's fighting Medicaid
fraud, whether it's fighting organized crine.
There are all kinds of things that have been
taken on over the years. But there's always been
a clear, distinct definition of what that |ooked
i ke and who the target was and what the
standards were that we were applying.

And so when we | ook at |anguage |ike
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abusi ve practices, unfair practices, and
deceptive acts and practices, it's a concern.
And it should be a concern to everybody that
we're tal king about things that aren't readily
defined, they're very subjective, and people can
differ in their views of it.

But when the power of the state is
focused on an organi zation or an individual or a
not-for-profit because they' re believed to have
acted in a certain way, it's alnost as if that
person or that group now has to not only protect
t hensel ves, but actually prove the negative, that
they did not act that way. And frankly, that's
unfair.

We want to tal k about fairness, and
unfair, and we tal k about due process here. The

i dea that sonmeone has to then be placed in the

position of proving that negative -- no, | wasn't
abusive, no, | wasn't deceptive, no, | did not
act unfairly -- to the satisfaction of soneone

who's bringing that action, with the wei ght of
the state behind them is significant: The costs
associated with it, defending thensel ves, hiring
attorneys, and perhaps not neking the case.

| did reference earlier in our
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exchange New York Executive Law Section 6312.
It's part of the Executive Law. [It's not just
that they're going to court right away.
Section 63 of the Executive Law grants the
Attorney Ceneral some significant authority when
it cones to actually proactively noving forward.
They can nove on five days' notice -- five days'
notice. That's extraordinary. The statute
specifically allows that.

This isn't an after -- it's there.
So not only do we have | anguage that is vague and
subject to interpretation, we have | anguage here
that allows the Attorney General to anticipate --
what ever that nmeans. So |let's understand, they
can antici pate even though nothing's actually
been done, no act has taken place, but they
believe it may be comng and so they may actually
begin the process of hol ding sonebody account abl e
and forcing theminto a position of again having
to prove that negative.

And before they actually appear
before a judge, under Section 63 of the
Executive Law they can actually have soneone have
to defend thensel ves and begin that process where

the recourse for the other side, frankly, is to
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have to deal with the person who brought the
action to begin with or go through the
extraordinary | engths of seeking relief in court
fromthe Attorney General herself.

So |''m concerned, Madam Presi dent,
about the bill. | want to commend the sponsor,
because | understand where he's comng fromwth
regard to his efforts here, and the Assenbly
sponsor as well. | understand that they're
comng at this froma good place. But | have
serious reservations and concerns when it cones
to vague | anguage, serious consequences, and the
kind of inpacts that hit people and have the
ability to destroy people's lives, have the
ability to destroy ongoi ng busi nesses, where
perhaps this bill may actually need a little nore
wor K.

So with that, again, | want to thank
t he sponsor.

And, Madam President, | thank you
for your time. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Martins.

Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
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Madam President. [|'d |like to go on the bill
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Senator Conrie, | want to say
t hank you to you for answering a trenendous
nunber of questions on this bill at alnbst 3 a.m
| appreciate it.

SENATOR COWVRI E: What did she say?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HELM NG During the debate
| heard that 40 other states have simlar
| egislation. And as | was hearing that over and
over again, the one thing that kept popping into
my head is that -- what 47 other states don't
have, the distinction of being the state with the
nost regulations in the entire nation.

And because of that, we al so have
the distinction in New York State as havi ng one
of the worst business climtes. CQur businesses
don't need to be burdened with any ot her
frivol ous regul ati ons.

| serve as the ranking nmenber of the

Senate I nsurance Commttee, and in that capacity
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|"ve had the opportunity to participate in a
nunber of industry events and al so serve on a
nunber of insurance panels. The nessage | hear
fromagents, fromcarriers and fromsmall

busi ness owners from across the state is
consistent: It's tough and it's getting tougher
to do business here in the state.

One insurance agent -- he's also a
smal | busi ness owner who's been in the industry
for 26 years -- told ne he has never seen the
i ndustry so fraught with peril.

This sumer | nmet with
representatives fromthe Syracuse, the Rochester,
the Buffalo areas fromBig |, and their nessage
was the same. They shared with me, you know, the
calls they're getting from consuners about
prem uns that have doubl ed over the past five

years. And now |'ve been told that this bill

wi |l add even nore burden to conpani es who are
still willing to wite insurance in New York
St at e.

And the reason why | say "stil
willing" to wite in New York State is because as
a state we've already | ost insurance conpani es.

They're just -- they're withdrawi ng from our
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st at e.

| think that this bill wll rmake a
perilous situation even worse as carriers decide
to stop doi ng business here to avoid the
absol utely unnecessary overreach that this bill

woul d give to the Attorney Ceneral or the

frivolous lawsuits that will result fromthis
bill. And their departure is only going to drive
up the cost of premiunms. |In fact, | think it's

going to have an inpact on the cost of all goods
and servi ces.

| understand where we're trying to
get to with consunmer protections, but | really
believe that if we want to be fair to consuners
and fair to our small business owners -- fair to
all New Yorkers -- what we need to do is reset.
We need to reduce the costly mandates. W need
to enact real tax relief for working famlies and
for seniors. W need to secure safer streets for
all New Yorkers. W need to expand opportunities
for local businesses to grow their jobs. And we
really need to turn New York State around.

| don't think that this bil
acconplishes that, and | vote no on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6501

Senat or Hel m ng.
Senat or Pal unbo, why do you rise?
SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Madam President. | wonder if the sponsor would
yield for a few questions, and it will be a few
| have really one sentence | just wanted to ask a

few questions on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie, do you yield?

SENATCR COWRI E: | m honored to
yield to Senator Pal unbo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or Conrie. (Good norning.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Good nor ni ng.

SENATCOR PALUMBO So of course
Section 349 of the CGeneral Business Law al ready
exi sts. Deceptive practices are unlawful already
in New York State. So | get the definition of
deceptive. |It's already been defined. It's
defined in federal |aw

And abusive, quite honestly, in ny
opinion, is alnost the sane. | think -- for the

pur poses of ny questioning, |I'mnot going to ask
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any questions really about that because
obviously, if soneone is |acking understanding
and you' re abusive, you're taking advantage of
maybe their |ack of know edge, | woul d suggest
that that's deceptive as well.

So I'm | ooking at the new
subsection 1, unfairness: "An act or practice is
unfair when it causes or is likely to cause
substantial injury which is not reasonably
avoi dabl e and is not outwei ghed by countervailing
benefits to consunmers or to conpetition.”

So if we could just break that down
alittle bit, because | think for the purposes of
| egi slative intent, people need to know what
they're doing wong in the event that this
becones | aw.

So | guess ny first question is, if
it"'s unfair -- a practice is unfair when it
causes or is likely to cause substantial injury.
Qoviously if it causes injury, that's
sel f-explanatory. But if it's -- sonething is
likely to cause substantial injury, can you give
nme an exanple of what that is?

SENATOR COMWRI E: One mi nut e,

Madam Presi dent. (Conferring.)
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Through you, Madam President. Deed
theft is one of the main issues that brings up
unfair injury. Also in the home nortgage. And
in the used car -- in the car buying, there's a
| ot of issues where people find that they are --
have been abused and unfairly treated. And those
are the primary issues that would -- | want to
just take a mnute to say --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Can we
have sone qui et back there.

SENATOR COWVRI E: | want to just
take a mnute to say that | agree with
Senat or Hel m ng on nost of what she said, other
than voting no for the bill.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: W do have a
problemin New York State with how we take care
of our businesses. And a lot of this is because
we're not giving our businesses an opportunity to
learn. We're not giving themand informng them
of new | aws and new practices. W're not sitting
down and listening to them about their insurance
probl enms, which is sonmething that |'ve been
railing about within nmy conference because

insurance is a ridiculous issue in New York State
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that is -- New York State has to pay hi gher
i nsurance rates than everybody el se.

And |'ve been very upset with the
Depart ment of Financial Services that they don't
come before this body during budget hearings or
in an individual opportunity for us to question
them They hide with three other agencies and
you don't get a chance to ask themany rea
guesti ons.

So | have sone real problens with
that. | have some real problens with how we
treat businesses. But this is for people that
are being deceptive. This is for people that are
ripping people off. This is for people that are
harm ng people's opportunity to be able to be
successful, and that's what we're trying to
pr ot ect .

So thank you for bringing that up.
You know, | think there's a lot that we need to
do as a state to nmake sure that we maintain our
busi ness conmunity. Thank you.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATCR COWRI E: Yes, | continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

And in that vein, to help our
busi nesses, that's kind of why |I'm asking these
guestions. Because the way | read it, that
| anguage is obviously inserted for a reason. |If
soneone is like -- sonething is -- or acts or
likely to cause substantial injury, the person
doesn't even need to perceive damages. They have
to possibly -- or sonmeone needs to be acting in a
way where sonmeone coul d possibly maybe in the
future be danaged.

And so just for clarification

purposes, is that -- clearly that was what was
intended with that |anguage. | assune that
sonmeone -- if a business is acting in a way --

not even consuner-based, but if they're acting in
a way that could possibly cause danages to
sonmeone, they're in violation of this new
statute?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President. W have been -- that has been

the crux to what everybody has been worried about
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t hat has cone to us.

We believe that the Attorney Ceneral
will -- again, as | said earlier -- not take
cases on that are frivol ous, not take cases on
that are designed to just be upset with sonebody
or pick on a business. W believe that the
Attorney Ceneral doesn't have tinme to waste, her
and her staff, to deal with frivol ous cases. And
they would only deal with things that are
substantive, that can be clearly proven and
denonstrated and be able to take to a court where
they would prevail in the court.

You know, that is the -- this is
| anguage that's in many other states and in the
| anguage within the Consuner Financial Protection
Bureau and al so the Federal Trade Conmi ssion. So
we don't think that the Attorney General is going
to turn around and be the tort |awer for
i ndi vi dual s.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWVRI E: | do. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO And t hank you
Senat or .

And | would agree with you that
deceptive practices is all over the place;
substantial injury is as well. But now we're
expanding it to |ikely causing substanti al
injury.

And then we have the next clause --
and |I'm al nost through the sentence, that's al
|"mgoing to ask you about -- but it's not
reasonabl y avoi dabl e and is not outwei ghed by
countervailing benefits to consuners or to
conpetition.

So | don't really understand how if
sonmething is deceptive, according to this, or
unfair or dishonest -- | can use that nmaybe
globally -- that if it's reasonably avoi dabl e,
there's no liability. O if it's -- the
countervailing benefits of consuners or even
conpetition outweigh that dishonest behavior,
then they're not |iable under the statute.

So that's why | just would |ike sone
real clarification on that, because that's a | ot

to unpack. And | think it's actually
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counterintuitive when we read it all together.
So if you could explain that, that woul d be
terrific.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, I'mgoing to try. Because it
is, as you say, counterintuitive.

But the issue around that is that

it's already standard in law, that it's already

part of Section 63, | think it's -- (conferring).

You' re making me want to go back to
| aw school -- to want to go to | aw school
Senat or Pal unbo, just to make sure that | define
this properly and be clear.

But this is stenm ng from actions
that the Attorney CGeneral had encountered when
they were trying to sue SiriusXM the radio
channel , that was doi ng deceptive and injurious
practices to people and they wanted to use this
| anguage to be able to deal with situations |ike
t hat .

The | anguage is giving the
Attorney Ceneral the opportunity to shape the
case along the line to prove injurious injury.
And sonething like a SiriusXMcontract is

sonmething that is -- you get the physica
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contract but you're still having an injury to you
because you can't operate the channel properly.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

On the bill, please, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you. And
|"mnot trying to be tricky, Senator Conrie, it's
just the hour is late. | think we need to put
this bill, this session, and sonme of ny
col | eagues to bed.

So | just want to ultimately
hi ghlight that specific -- that's really ny
concern. "Abusive" | think is alnost simlar --
of a synonynmous and in sone situations, or
think even with this | anguage here, it's sonewhat
nore clear than just generally deceptive
practices. But that's for a finder of fact to
det er m ne.

The unfair aspects of this new
statute are unfair. They don't -- it does not
clearly define the conduct that could be deened
unfair. And that's really sonething that is

likely to cause substantial injury but not
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reasonabl y avoi dable or is not outwei ghed by
ot her countervailing benefits to consuners or to
conpetition.

Quite frankly, | think that wll
cause great confusion with a jury or a judge and
ultimately will |lead to probably I would say
m scarriages of justice in both directions.
Because it m ght be so confusing that they'll
just throwit out and say | can't -- | don't get
it.

W al ready have a deceptive acts and
practices statute. That is global. That
enconpasses all of these issues and concerns --
fraud, deceptive acts, that's already on the
books. | certainly appreciate where you' re going
with this, Senator, but for those reasons | wll
be voting no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Pal unbo.

Senat or Wl czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR COWVRI E: | " m t hinking about
it, Senator Wal czyk.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR COWRI E: | vyield.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. And
good norni ng, Senator.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Good nor ni ng.

Good nor ni ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Page 2, line 11
| want to start off by tal king about your
legislative intent inthis bill alittle bit.

The Attorney Ceneral -- what you' ve
witten here, "The Attorney General has a speci al
responsibility to the public to create a fair
mar ket pl ace for all." But not just for
New Yorkers. You say your intent in this bill is
that responsibility extends to defending
busi nesses, is that correct?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Correct. Through
you, Madam -- through you, M. President, that is
correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I's this true even
if it's one business agai nst another business?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How woul d t he
Attorney GCeneral decide which businesses' side to
take if both believe that they' ve been unfairly
treated?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, the Attorney General woul d
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probably do what any snmart attorney general
woul d, which is to listen to both sides, take the
evi dence and then nake a deci sion.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Where did that
concept cone fronf

Currently the Attorney Ceneral
often, you know, will hear from constituents or
situations where they'Il nake a conplaint, as in
New York. O where did the concept to add
busi nesses into this statute cone from to allow
themto go to the Attorney General's office to go
after anot her business for unfair practices?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. It canme fromthe fact that we
have a lot of new immgrants that are starting
smal | busi nesses that are getting ripped off on

contracts, getting ripped off on supplies,
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getting ripped off on | eases that they take out
with both -- you know, we are -- this is New York
State. W are the home to over 180 | anguages,
different immgrants fromall over the world that
are comng here to try to establish thensel ves
and to live the American dream

And they are starting a business,
they find out that they get the business and
t hey' re paying higher prices for pencils than
anywhere el se, or they're paying for their copy
machi nes three times nore than sonebody el se, or
they're thinking their insurance plan is higher
t han sonebody el se, because that deceptive person
knows that they don't know how to ask for things
or they haven't tal ked to people.

| have a | ot of businesses that --
in fact, | went into a business the other day in
my district that opened up, and they're already
underwat er before they started. W can go back
to even -- well, | won't go to the marijuana
nonsense. But this is a business that showed up
and is trying to start up. They canme from
anot her country, they've been living here for
20 years, they wanted to start their own

busi ness.
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Once | talked to them | found out
that they already -- it took them-- and a | ot of
it isthe city's fault, too, because it took the
city 10 nonths to get the business up and
runni ng, and these people started a busi ness, had
been purchasing products, had to destroy
products. But then they found out that they were
paying for their ice creamcooler tw ce what
anybody el se was paying. They found out that
their | ease was a | ease that wouldn't allow them
flexibility. You know, they found out that they
had to purchase products only from one person,
whi ch was not what they wanted to do. They
wanted to have flexibility.

So this tries to deal with fol ks
that are going through those types of situations.
W have a lot of newimmigrants that are starting
up and trying to do things, that are purchasing
cars, that are purchasing honmes, that are taking
student |oans, that are winding up getting in
troubl e.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?
SENATOR COWRI E: | do.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So in the exanple

that you just gave, would you expect then the
Attorney Ceneral to defend the ice cream prices
that your small business is getting and go after
the landlord for the | ease agreenent that they
believe is unfair?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes. Through you,
Madam -- through you, M. President, yes.

The pink suit threw ne.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You nentioned
immgration status. |s that stated anywhere in
this legislation? Does this require inmmgration

status to be consi dered?
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SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. | only nmentioned immgrants in
terms -- inmgration status in terns of new
immgrants starting businesses in New York State.
Not anything to do with their inmgration status
or anything el se.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: t he
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You al so
nmenti oned small businesses. And you do nention
smal | business in this bill. Howis "small
busi ness" defi ned?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, this is not limted. Snal

busi ness size or -- is not defined. I[t's not
l[imted to large -- it's not limted to any size
busi ness.

Any business that -- whether you're

one enpl oyee or a thousand enpl oyees -- that you
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feel that you' ve been harmed can go to the
Attorney Ceneral to file an appeal.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: If a small
busi ness is on the defending end, though, and
they lack the | egal resources to defend agai nst
an accusation of unfair practices, is there a
| egal fund for small businesses who the AG
bel i eves have been unfair in her eyes?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. That's a good idea,
Senat or Walczyk. It's not -- | don't believe
there's one right now But to do a relief fund
for small businesses is sonething that we shoul d,
as a body, legislate.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W' ve often said
the power to tax is the power to destroy, which
think is true in this instance when you're
tal ki ng about the power to take action against a
smal | busi ness that doesn't have those | egal
resources that you and | seemto agree on.

Whul dn't that give the
Attorney Ceneral broad powers to destroy a
smal | business, with all the resources of
New Yor k State?

Clearly if they can't pay for
ice creamor their lease, if they're on the
defending end of unfair practices, as the AG
sees, wouldn't that give the AG the power to
destroy a small business?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't agree with your prem se
that the Attorney General would be interested in
destroying a business. | think the

Attorney Ceneral's only interested in bringing
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relief to the injured party.

So this is not about trying to
destroy a business or ruin a business. This is
about trying to create an opportunity to cure a
probl em

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: It is those broad
powers that concerns nme probably the nost in this
| egislation. This extends new powers to the AG
What i ndependent oversight will there be to
review the Attorney General's use of these
ext ended powers?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. The court system as | said
earlier. Al of these cases would be resolved
and finally decided by the courts. There's

pl enty of case law on a | ot of these issues now,

there's plenty of precedent for a | ot of these
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probl ens.

And again, | always state that the
Attorney Ceneral does not have tine for frivol ous
cases. They woul d have to show sonet hi ng
substantial in order to win in court.

And | don't think any attorney
general in this country, as | said before, would
want to have a |l osing record bringing cases that
woul d wi nd up not getting the approval of the
judicial systemor sonmething that they believe
was i njurious enough to bring a case to
denonstrate and to -- I'msorry, not to
denonstrate but to take a case to court that they
woul d be | osing doesn't nmake sense to nme. |
don't think any attorney general in this country
woul d want to waste tinme with that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | understand it
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woul d be the court on a case-by-case basi s,
obviously. |I'mnore concerned about the broad --
if there's a trend of industry or business that
the Attorney Ceneral is particularly interested
in pursuing. Wat independent oversight or
review would there be for the Attorney General's
overall strategy? Since this isn't
conpl ai nt-based, this sort of gives the
di scretion for the AGto pursue cases as she sees
fit.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, | disagree. This is
conpl aint-based. And we're only doing this with
fol ks that reach out to the Attorney General to
conplain. W' re not encouragi ng attorney
generals to go out and be | one wol ves or
detectives or to take tinme to try find cases.
This is conpl ai nt - based.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | didn't see the
requi renent of a conplaint to be filed in this
| egislation. Were would | be able to find the
requi renent that it's conpl ai nt-based?

SENATOR COWVRI E: There's nothing in
the statute that delineates that,
Senat or WAl czyk. But it's standard practice
t hroughout the 47 states that -- and it's the
Attorney Ceneral after a person brings a
conpl ai nt, deciding whether or not to file the
case.

But it's already standard practice
for the Attorney General to file a conplaint.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I n your answers
to my coll eague fromout east on Long Island,

heard you say that there doesn't have to actually
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be harm yet before. So that would suggest that
there's no conpl ai nt what soever and not a
standard practice if there doesn't have to be a
har m denonstrated before the Attorney General

t ook acti on.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, | did not say that there has to
be -- | did say there has to be a definitive
harm not a -- not a harmthat is inmagined.

There has to be a substantive
definitive harmthat the Attorney General can
point to. There has to be a product or a service
or a prom se that was nmade to a busi ness that
they signed a contract for, primarily, or an
individual. 1 didn't say inmgined harm sorry.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. Thank

you for clearing that up
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The AG could bring action agai nst
any business inside or outside of New York State?

SENATCR COWRI E: Yes. If that is
sendi ng product or services or nmaking promses to
consuners within New York State, they can be --
they can wind up under -- in -- they can be sued
by the Attorney General.

Sorry. GCetting ny words right.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And under this
legislation, if the Attorney General determ nes
it'"s not in the public interest, she doesn't have
to give even notice, even the five days' notice
to the individual or the business or the
nonprofit?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. The AG already has the ability

to, through its own discretion, not to give the
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five-day notice if the conplaint they feel is
that grievous that they need to be able to work
it without inform ng the business ahead of tine.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You tal ked pretty
consi stently about protecting consunmers. In
Section 349 of the General Business Law, which
you're anmending -- |I'mlooking at page 3,
par agr aph (b), subparagraph 3 -- "An act or
practice nade unlawful by this section is
actionable by the Attorney General regardless of
whet her or not that act or practice is
consuner-oriented. "

What does that nmean?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. This is to cover
busi ness-t o-busi ness |awsuits and conplaints. So

this is primarily to give the | anguage to
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allow -- to -- the actionable issue to make sure
t hat a business can be able to file a claim
agai nst anot her busi ness.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So just so that
| " m understandi ng that correctly, if one business
believes that it's being treated unfairly by
anot her busi ness, even if that business is inside
or outside of New York State, a consuner woul dn't
have to be damaged in order for the
Attorney Ceneral to take action against the
busi ness that she sees as treating soneone --
treating a business unfairly?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, there still has to be injury to
t he consunmer for themto bring a conplaint. And
there still has to be injury to the consuner for

the Attorney CGeneral to want to file a conplaint.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, that's
where | have the concern, and that whether or not
that act or practice is consumer-oriented.

So where woul d the consuner damage
be if there's -- if it doesn't have to be
consuner -oriented?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. That covers whether or not a
smal | busi ness can be able to file a damage

agai nst a | arger business or, actually, even

vice versa -- that, you know, a business can file
what they -- their conplaint, they can show what
the damage is, so that the Attorney General can
take it under advi senent.

Again, |I'lIl go back to what | said
before. The Attorney Generals are not going to

file frivolous suits. They're going to want to
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see substantive proof. This has to go before a
judge for a final resolution and determ nation.
The Attorney Ceneral is not going to take
anything that they can't prove, substantiate and
denonstrate to the courts.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President. On the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Lawf are i s bad.
This bill will give broad powers and all ow the
Attorney Ceneral to pick winners and |losers in
busi ness.

| respectfully disagree with the
sponsor that the AG won't waste any tine with
frivol ous cases. Qur Attorney Ceneral has
al ready shown a healthy appetite to use her
office to target people and busi nesses in order
to score political points.

Br oadeni ng t he New York
Attorney Ceneral's office's powers to take action
agai nst any individual or business nationw de is
likely to be abused, and so is the extension of

this power to defend any busi ness she sees as
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being treated unfairly.

| have grave concerns about granting
the Attorney Ceneral these new powers, and |'|
be voting no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Conrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| just want to thank all the folks

that have been involved in this for the past few

years. | want to thank the Business Council,
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New York City Partnership, all of the advocates
that came to us on both sides to express their
concerns about the business climte.

| know everybody's tired, so |l
just talk --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Conrie, | got it.

SENATOR COWVRI E: "1l just talk
t hrough the noise, M. President. | know
everybody's tired.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: No, no,

hol d on.

Can we pl ease have sone order in the
nmorning. It's 3 o' clock in the nmorning. Cone
on.

Senat or Conri e.

SENATCR COWRI E: So | won't be
extensive. | just want to thank Assenbl ynenber

Lasher, and | want to thank the Governor's
of fice.

But | especially want to thank
Senate staff here. They deserve a round of
appl ause for all of the machinations that they
had to go through to get the bill to this point

today. Understanding that this is a difficult
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area, but that we do need to protect our new
consunmers that are New York State residents that
are being ripped off by unfair, deceptive
practices.

This is a bill that will give an
opportunity to protect those who are now
developing in this state who are trying to
succeed in this state but wind up getting
suckered by deceptive business practices.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Conrie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Al'l vote explanations will be
strictly enforced.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you for that
warning, M. President. | appreciate it.

| want to thank all of ny coll eagues
for their questions. | want to thank you,
Senat or Conrie, for your answers.

| know this bill is
wel | -intentioned. The issue is that the
vagueness in this statute gives the nost powerful
Attorney Ceneral in the country the power to

pursue any action agai nst any person or business
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in the country based upon sonme undefined nexus to
New Yor k.

And with all due respect to the
sponsor, the language in the statute that this
associ ation, agent, enployee, person has engaged
or is about to engage in any of the acts or
practices stated to be unlawful, is a dangerous
weapon in the hands of any attorney general.
Because it neans not that sonebody has to have
done sonething wong, but in the sole discretion
of one person, that they could do sonething
wrong, conpletely destroying the idea of there
bei ng standi ng, an actual definable harmthat has
occurr ed.

Sol will be voting no on this
statute -- not because it's not well-intentioned,
but because it is providing a dangerous weapon in
t he hands of soneone to be used agai nst a person
or a business who m ght not be able to have the
resources to defend against the full power of the
State of New York. And we should be judicious in
how we al |l ow t hat power to be wi el ded.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2034, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Cooney, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, OCberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to Cal endar 1985, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1985, Senate Print 5939B, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: | m back,
M. President. | was hoping the sponsor woul d

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI'S:  Happi |l y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor happily yields.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. Have you |ooked into whether this
bill will increase costs for consuners and
busi nesses t hrough hi gher prescription drugs?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
M. President. To answer your question if | have
| ooked into it, yes, | have |looked into it.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Who exactly does
this bill benefit?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
M. President. | would argue that this bil
benefits pharmaci sts and their patients.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill was
anended to elimnate union self-funded pl ans,
| ar ge- group Enpl oyee Retirenent |ncone Security
Act plans. Wy?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
M. President. There's a distinction between the
pl ans that you outlined and comercial plans, the
bal ance that are covered by this bill.

And | would argue that the
col l ectively bargai ned plans and the self-insured
pl ans, they are nenber-driven. These are plans
that are organi zed and are run by unions and are
responsive to their nenbers. And any di scounts,
any savings that are collected from pharnmacy
benefit managers are passed directly al ong.

That can't be said for the other
comerci al pl ans.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: wn't this
ultimately -- won't the cost of this ultimtely
be borne by whoever is enrolled in the plan?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President. | don't believe it's fair to
assune that.

| f you take the commercial plans, if
t he pharnmacy benefit nanagers, if this is passed
and enacted, attenpt to go to those plans and
argue, Well, we now have a professional
di spensing fee to deal with and we are going to
i ncrease costs to you -- which would then
i ncrease costs to the consuners -- there is
not hi ng that prevents the health plans from
telling the pharmacy benefit managers, the PBMs,
to eat glass, and no.

So, you know, there is nothing that

requires the health plans to absorb these costs
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or to agree to pharmacy benefit nanagers
i ncreasi ng those costs.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does the state
al ready dictate specific reinbursenent benchmarks
for comrercial plans, or is that limted to where
state funding is invol ved?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
M. President, they set those benchnarks that
you're referencing on the Medicaid side. In
fact, this is sonmething that we addressed a
coupl e of years ago that |led to the NYRx program
that many of us are famliar wth.

And in fact, this bill is nodel ed
after those benchmarks on the Medicaid side.

It's very unusual that you have
provi ders who beg for the Medicaid rate. In this

case you have pharnaci sts begging for the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6539

Medicaid rate on the commercial side, and it's
because you have PBMs and commercial insurers
rei mbursi ng.

And t hese are typical pharnacy
| osses |'"mabout to share with you. A typical
pharmacy | oss for an asthma inhaler, they |ose
$150 per prescription. They |ose $290 for the
average wei ght-1oss drug. They |ose $130 for
filling the average prescription for
bl ood thi nners.

There are not too many smal |
busi nesses in New York that |I'm aware of that can
consistently | ose on delivering a good or service
i ke what | just described. That's why we're
seei ng so many pharmaci es close. And that's why,
tragically, you have these providers actually
com ng and begging to us just for the Medicaid
rate.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So woul d the
increase in the dispensing fee be reflected in
the price paid by the snmall busi nesses' enpl oyees
that use their drug benefit?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President, I'mnot sure | exactly follow

But 1'll refer to the answer |
provi ded before, which is that | don't believe
that we should assune that there are any cost
escal ations for the consuner because it can't --
again, the health plans can reject any proposed
i ncreases by the PBMs.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: "' m sure you've
recei ved a bunch of feedback on this, and | know
you' ve anended the bill a nunber of tines.

Did you solicit feedback fromthe
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school administrators in New York State at all?
SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President. |'mthinking about all of the

st akehol ders we've reached out to. | don't

believe they were on the |ist of stakehol ders we

reached out to.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill renoves
the incentive to use PBVMs to negotiate
effectively for |ower drug costs in nmany
instances. | know there were exanples. That's
why the school administrators oppose this bill.

I"'mafraid while trying to contro
drug prices, which is a laudable intent, this
bill may have the unintended consequence of doing
t he opposite for many enpl oyees in New York
State. | think sonme of them are carved out of
this bill for specifically that reason, and
ultimately passing those costs back on to the
consuners and enpl oyees.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1985, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
Cal endar 1990, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1990, Senate Print 6351B, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO "' mwondering if
the sponsor is still awake and woul d answer a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor is nost certainly awake. Joe Addabbo
does not sl eep.

SENATOR ADDABBO. No, | don't want
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. No. No.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ADDABBO. Sl eep
deprivation. No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor reluctantly yields.

SENATCR ADDABBO Yes, of course.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President. This bill was vetoed | ast year

because it was in violation of the Seneca
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conpact. Does this B version have any changes to
it?

SENATOR ADDABBC Yes. Through
you, M. President. Yes.

It was vetoed in 2018, actually,
under Governor Cuonp. That's what we start with,
And basically fromthat, this B version addresses
that veto nessage in two ways, certainly as it
comes to the Seneca conpact.

One, and |I've got to give a |lot of
credit to our team here, they worked amazi ng on
this bill intw ways. One, they limt the bel
jar machi nes to geographic areas and to the
anount of nenbership that an organi zati on nmay
have. And also to renove the gamfication of
t hese machi nes where, under the previous bill,

t hese machi nes | ooked |ike a slot machi ne, which
was a concern for many of those in the industry
of gam ng and VLTs and the Seneca tri bes.

But the bottomline is that at this
point all the gamfication is out of these
machi nes and now they're just a dispensing kind
of machi ne.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,

will the sponsor continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So any |ikeness
to a slot nachine is prohibited under this new
version of the bill?

SENATOR ADDABBC Thr ough you,

M. President, yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al'l right.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: t he
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO What is the
payout to the state for these bell jar machi nes?
What percent age?

SENATOR ADDABBC (Conferring.)

Through you, M. President, although

not stated in the | anguage of the bill, 5 percent

normal Iy goes back to the state.
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Well, the
Senecas are payi ng out 25 percent under the
conpact. So this seens a little light as far as
a payout to the state conpared to what the

Senecas are payi ng.

SENATCR ADDABBO Is there a
guestion?

SENATOR BORRELLO Don't you think?

SENATOR ADDABBO. That's the
guestion? Really, that's -- that's your

guestion, "Don't you think?"

SENATOR BORRELLO Yeah, that's ny
guestion. Don't you think?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes,
M. President. Sure.

Understand that this is for
charitabl e organi zations. W're not |ooking to

bal ance the budget here, solve the deficit. This
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is for veterans groups, this is for charitable
or gani zati ons.

So the bottomline is the 5 percent
to the state, this is not where we're maki ng our
nmoney. This is for charitabl e organi zati ons.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So a sl ot
machine is pretty broadly defined under the
Seneca conpact. It's pretty nuch anything that's
an el ectroni ¢ gam ng devi ce.

Whul dn't these bell jars, because
they're electronic dispensers, still fall under
t hat definition?

SENATOR ADDABBO. M. President,
no. Not this version. The previous version,
yes. This is the B version, which this is
basically everything taken out, it does not | ook
like a slot machine anynore, it's basically a

di spenser of a ticket, basically.
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Addabbo, for that.

You know, representing the
Seneca Nation, |I've learned a lot of things. And
one of the main things I've learned is that the
state has really saturated the gam ng narket.
And | understand that this is a small percentage
of it. [It's strictly, you know, for these clubs
and not-for-profit organizations.

But at the end of the day we've
really saturated the market when it cones to
gaming in New York State. And it's hurt the
Senecas, it's hurt in general the revenue that
the state's supposed to be receiving.

And while this is certainly not a
big piece of that pie, it's death by a thousand
cuts when it comes to how gam ng i s being
operated here in New York State.

So I"'mgoing to continue to be -- or
| should say | will be a no on this bill.

And t hank you agai n,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6549

Senat or Addabbo.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Borrello.

Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1990, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Krueger, Ott and Skoufis.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President.
The final debate of the norning, Calendar 2030.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The fi nal
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debate of the |egislative season.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
2030, Senate Print Nunber 8432, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Limted Liability Conpany Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weber, why do you rise?

SENATCR WEBER: M. President,
Jimry Buffett said it's 5 o' clock somewhere, but
| don't think that applies to Al bany.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WEBER: W11l the sponsor
yield for some questions, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: Good nor ni ng,
Senat or .

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR WEBER: Last year we did a
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chapter amendnent, right, to align all of the
federal guidelines, right, in New York State.
Tell me why we're here today.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Tell me

what ?

SENATOR WEBER: Tell me why we're
here today.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Oh, about
this bill.

SENATOR WEBER: Yeah.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: That's a
very existential question.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WEBER: Exactly.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough

you, M. President. W're here to, | would
suggest, Trunp-proof a bill that we passed | ast
year called -- which we called at the tinme the

LLC Transparency Act.

And as a result of a tweet from
former First Buddy El on Musk, who tweeted in
March that in response to a question by an
i ndi vidual who is a conedi an and entrepreneur who
sell s pancake mx and has 2.2 mllion

foll owers -- he was conpl ai ni ng about the federal

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6552

Cor porate Transparency Act and urged Miusk to
invalidate it, which Misk apparently convi nced
the president to do.

And the reason why we are here is
because our LLC Transparency Act piggy-backed on
the definition of limted liability conpani es and
ot her conponents of that federal |aw in defining
those terms in our state law. Since the federal
| aw has now in effect been invalidated, we have
to bring those definitions into state | aw.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: And currently under
the CTA, what would a New York LLC need to file
ri ght now under Fi nCEN?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: "' m sorry?

SENATCR WEBER: What woul d a
New York LLC need to file right now under Fi nCEN?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL
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(Conferring.) Now, currently, an LLC would file
as a beneficial owner with respect to any entity
or individual who directly or indirectly, through
any contract, arrangenent, understanding,

rel ati onship or otherw se, exercises substanti al
control over the entity or owns or controls

25 percent or nore of the ownership interests of
the entity.

SENATOR WEBER: Ckay.

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR WEBER: And under this
bill, what would a snall business need to report
on January 1, 2026, to the Departnment of State?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: A smal |
busi ness would -- the scope of disclosure would
require disclosure to the Departnment of State
including the full legal nane of the individual
who is the beneficial owner, the date of birth,

current honme or busi ness street address, and
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uni que identifying nunmber from an unexpired
passport, an unexpired state driver's |icense, or
an unexpired identification card or docunent

i ssued by a state or |ocal governnent agency or
tribal authority for the purpose of
identification of that that individual.

The point being that this
i nformati on was never reported to anyone. And
LLCs, limted liability conpanies, M. President,
were essentially shell entities w thout any
under st andi ng, public or otherw se, as to who was
behind the shell.

In fact, nore information was
required, we learned in drafting this bill, to
get a New York City library card than it was to
create a limted liability conpany.

SENATCR WEBER: And, M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: Sol'dlike to

explore a few things.
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So obviously small businesses are
struggling in New York State with a | ot of
regul ation and a | ot of burden put on them by the
state. And there's thousands of small businesses
inthis state that are going to be subject. So
you excl ude busi nesses with nore than, right,

20 full-tinme enpl oyees?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Say -- I'm
so sorry, say --

SENATCR WEBER: You excl ude smal |
busi nesses, right, with nore than 20 full-tine
enpl oyees?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, this would apply to any
limted liability conpany.

SENATOR WEBER: Ckay.

M. President, would the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR WEBER: So smal |l busi nesses

are going to have to pay a |lot of nobney. And as
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you know, they -- you know, they don't neke a
t remendous anount of noney. And this undue
burden that you're putting onto them seens
excessive, don't you think?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. No, it's sinply identifying
information. And the point being that this isn't
{sic} crucial for |aw enforcenent.

And renenber that it was the first
Trunp administration that put the federa
requirenents in place for limted liability
conpani es because of the concern around shel
conpani es that have evaded taxes, been
responsi bl e for drug dealing, terror
or gani zati ons, and peopl e avoi ding scrutiny of
their tax liability.

So we were encouraged to pursue this
by | aw enforcenent as nuch as any other entity or
group.

SENATCR WEBER: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR VEBER: How many states are
doing this right now?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. | know that other states are
| ooking at this. Gbviously the actions of the
Trunp admi nistration have derailed efforts
because of the fact that the federal definition
has been, in effect, negated. But New York would
be the first.

SENATOR WVEEBER: Excuse ne?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: New York is
the first in ternms of our LLC Transparency Act.

SENATCR WEBER: Correct. And |
appreci ate that.

And will the sponsor continue to
yield, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: What's the penalty
for not conplying with this requirenent?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: The
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penalties are as follows. Section 80 -- let's
see. Section 1108. A reporting conmpany shal
be -- the Attorney Ceneral nay assess a fine of
up to $500 for each day the conpany has been past
due. And --

SENATCR WEBER: M. President, wll
t he sponsor -- oh, I"'msorry. Continue.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man, were you finished with the answer?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR WEBER: So if a small
busi ness -- and, you know, you have a | ot of
smal | busi nesses and they have one or two or
three owners, right, or two or three enpl oyees,
i ncl udi ng owners. Five hundred dollars a day
seens like a pretty steep penalty for a small
busi ness who may, you know, forget to file, be in

nonconpl i ance, don't you think?
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SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Well, | did state that the
Attorney Ceneral nay assess a fine. So it's at
the discretion of the New York State Attorney
General as to the extent of that fine.

SENATOR WEBER: And will the
sponsor continue to yield, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: And that is
up to $500 a day, not $500 a day.

SENATOR WVEEBER: " mnot so sure
that small businesses would be conforted in that,
in the word "may."

But let's nove on for a second. Can
you explain the role of the Attorney General with
respect to the database that's being -- that wll
be set up?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Wl l, the
Attorney CGeneral would investigate any violations
of the attenpt to knowi ngly provide or attenpt to

provi de fal se or fraudul ent beneficial ownership
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i nformation, including a false or fraudul ent
i denti fying photograph or docunent, to the
Department of State.

SENATCR WEBER: M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR WEBER: How nuch is the
dat abase going to cost?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, $3.9 million. But that's
nostly operational expenses. The estimate is
about $400, 000 annual | y.

SENATCR WEBER: M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: So do you think

this is an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars to
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create this database for New York-based
busi nesses or businesses authorized to do
busi ness in the state?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL:  Thr ough you,
M. President, yes, or we would not have drafted
the bill as it is.

But nore inportantly, there are many
intersections with | aw enforcenent that are
important. Because as | nentioned earlier,
there's not only crimnality behind the shell of
an LLC, there's also wage theft. And numerous
| abor organi zations cane to nme and the Assenbly
sponsor, Em |y Gallagher, urging us to push this
| egi sl ation forward because in nmany instances
enpl oyees on the job aren't getting paid, and
t hey have nowhere to go to seek their stolen
wages.

That's al so true of tenants, many in
New York City, who wite a check on a nonthly
basis for their rent to an LLC. They don't even
know who the LLCis. And if there's a violation
in their housing conditions, they' re kind of out
of luck because no one, up until now, has any
i dea where to find the owner of that apartnent

because that information had not been kept
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anywhere in the State of New YorKk.

SENATCR WEBER: M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR WEBER: | f an LLC believes
it neets one of the 20 exenptions, what do they
need to do?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: I f they
want to neet one of the 207

SENATOR WEBER: | f they believe
t hey nmeet one of the 20 exceptions, what do they
need to file or what do they need to do at that
poi nt ?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Wwell, as
you say, there are a nunber of exceptions to
being a reporting conpany. But it is a
sel f-decl ared assessnment. So they would need to
do not hi ng.

SENATCR WEBER: And, M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR WEBER: You know what, 1"l
| eave it there.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weber on the bill.

SENATCR WEBER: M. President, we
al ways tal k about how we want to hel p and pronote
smal | businesses in New York State, but this is
j ust anot her exanple of New York State targeting
smal | businesses, small businesses that are the
lifeline and the engi ne of our econony in this
st at e.

W need to do better. W need to
hel p pronote them put out the wel conme mat to
conpani es that want to cone to New York State,
that want to start in New York State, instead of
putting up major barriers, major financial
barriers for them

So I'll be voting no on this bill,
and | encourage all my colleagues to vote no as

wel | .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wber.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2030, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo,
Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | have a notion,
M. President.

On behal f of Senator Sanders, | w sh
to call up Cal endar Nunber 389, Assenbly Print
1515.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
389, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1515, by
Assenbl ynenber Weprin, an act to amend the
Banki ng Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the Assenbly bill
was substituted for Senator Sanders' bill,

Senate Print 3698, on June 11th.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | now nove t hat
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1515 be reconmitted to the
Comm ttee on Rules and that Senator Sanders' bill
be restored to the order of Third Readi ng
Cal endar .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
recommt the calendar to the Rules Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Mnority Leader Ott.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Mnority
Leader Ott.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.

| had a speech prepared, but that
was nmany hours ago --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: -- and now ny
t houghts are junbled. It's 4:00 in the norning.
| hope ny counterpart, Majority Leader Andrea

Stewart-Cousins, like ne, has a brief speech.
It's been a |l ong session. |'ve been
here 11 years, and | feel like that's just today.

(Laughter.)
SENATOR ORTT: | want to thank al
of ny menbers. It has been a long session. It

was a 40-day-| ate budget. You know, it's been a
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| ong day today, a lot of bills. | appreciate al
of your efforts -- not on behalf of ne, on behalf
of yourselves, but on behalf of your constituents
and the people you represent, and even the people
you don't, people across New York who share our
phi | osophy, our values, who | ook for a voice in
opposition to a lot of the laws that are passed
here.

It is an honor to lead you. It is
an honor to represent you. It is an honor to
serve al ongsi de you

To my col | eagues across the way,
it's an honor to serve with you and attenpt to
try and lead this state to a better place, even
t hough clearly on a |l ot of issues we have
different ideas of howto get there. | want to
t hank ny col | eague, ny deputy, ny floor |eader,
Senat or Andrew Lanza, who does a great job.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR ORTT: | certainly want to
thank his counterpart, Senator Mke G anaris, for
his efforts.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR ORTT: The staff. | want

to thank ny staff, Ben Kosinski, our chief
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counsel ; Chandler, Ryan, all the staff.
Especially this tinme of year, with bills popping
at all different times and sonetinmes not a | ot of
time to dig into those bills and brief those
bills -- and yet they have to do it, and that's
on both sides of the aisle. | always say, you
know, the people in New York may know Rob Ott,

t hey may know Andrea Stewart-Cousins, they nay
know t he peopl e who get elected. They may never
know the staff. And yet the staff provide such
an inval uabl e service to the people of this
state, and they so -- sonme of them|'msure are
great to have -- glad to have the anonymty, but
we want to nake sure that your efforts remai n not
anonynous, that those are acknow edged.

And so thank you very nuch to al
the staff, but certainly our staff on the
Mnority side.

It's hard -- after the budget it's
sort of easier to try to encapsul ate the good,
the bad and the ugly, or the takeaways from a
budget. The end of session is a little harder.
Where do you start? Do you go January to today,
do you go just today? And thankfully for all of

you, I'mnot going to start in January.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: But | think we're
just going to -- for me, a couple of things that
| wanted to highlight, | guess. Certainly when
think of this session |I think about the constant
drunbeat about affordability and, | think, the
need and the recognition by everybody here that
New York State remai ns one of the highest, |east
af fordabl e states in the country. And everyone
seens to acknow edge that, ny colleagues in the
Denocratic Conference, certainly ny coll eagues in
t he Republican Conference. And you saw a variety
of bills that attenpted -- or at |east the
narrative was that the attenpt was to cap prices,
to lower prices, to control prices, to | ower
cost s.

But yet my overarching takeaway is
that we did very little to | ower costs. And
worry that we continue to do things and
doubl e down on policies that are one of the core
reasons why New York State is one of the nore
expensi ve states.

To wit, one of big topics when we
tal ked about affordability this session seened to

be energy policy. Right? The cost to heat a
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home. The cost to put gas in a car. And the
energy policy in this state is one that is
undergoing a | ot of changes as a result of
policies passed by the majority. And | heard a
debate -- several debates -- about how the reason
costs are so high in New York is because we're
not doi ng enough to transition to renewabl e
energy. That was the -- alnpbst the exact quote.
We're not doing enough. And if we do nore, if we
get past the up-front cost, we'll get to a spot
where apparently costs will go down.

But I want to highlight a statistic.
So when we tal k about energy prices, a lot of ny
col | eagues across the aisle will say the reason
energy prices are so high in New York -- and we
did a lot of legislation in this session -- was
because of the greedy utility conpanies. Right?

And, lookit, that's smart politics.
No one likes the utility conpany. They send you
abill. Rght? That's bad off the bat. Just
i ke the banks. No one |ikes the bank. Even
t hough we keep our noney there, no one |ikes the
bank. Hospitals are another one. No one
likes the -- there are certain entities out there

that are easy to attack. And it's good politics
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to attack it. That's the reality. And that's
why al nost everybody kind of does.

So the utility conpanies, greedy
utility conpani es, they are maki ng noney at the
expense of ratepayers, and that's why our energy
costs are so high. And that's why we have to do
somet hi ng about these greedy utility conpanies
and control prices.

Now, consider this. | suspect that
in the State of Pennsylvania, a neighboring state
to New York, very simlar climate -- I"'mwlling
to bet that they also have greedy utility
conpani es. They have the sanme notivation to nake
noney as the utility conpanies here in New York

In fact, sonme of those utility
conpani es are exactly the same utility conpani es.
It's the same conpany that is providing power,
and they have the sanme drive to nake noney.

And yet the cost of residential
electric rates in the State of Pennsylvania are
40 percent lower than here in New York. Forty
percent | ower.

So what could be the difference? |If
we agree that the utility conpanies are the sane,

what's the difference? The difference are the
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policies and the people who run the State of
Pennsyl vani a have a very different energy policy
than the people who run the State of New York
We, folks, are the difference. W are driving
the energy prices up with policies that come out
of Al bany, policies that are passed in this
chanmber. That's the difference.

You don't have to like the energy
conpanies. You don't have to like the utility
conpanies. But we, in our policies and our
actions, are making it nore expensive to deliver
power and for people to afford something as basic
as heating your hone.

And that is why people and
busi nesses seek opportunity el sewhere. Because
t he cost of energy, something none of us can
escape, i s cheaper in other states.

W did a bill at the end here giving
t he nost powerful Attorney General -- and | don't
mean the individual, | mean the office. The
of fice of Attorney General in New York is the
nost powerful state attorney general office in
the country. And we gave that office nore power,
to what end I'"'mnot really sure.

VWhat | do knowis it will send a
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chill to a | ot of businesses and enpl oyers who
m ght come here or who already do busi ness here
that now they can be investigated and charged
under a statute that is incredibly hard to
define, very nebul ous, very anbi guous. | thank
nmy col | eagues who asked those questions of the
sponsor, who | think is very well intentioned,
but I think msguided on that |egislation.

| won't touch on the spending plan.
That's a different -- you know, we've gone over
that, $10 billion nore than |ast year.

"1l close with to ne, one of the
overarching themes this year was the corrections
officers' strike, the deaths at Marcy, the
of ficers who were charged, the prison systemin
New York. That's a big topic. And, |ookit,
there will be sonme people that they're going to
be on one side no matter what.

But the nuance of it is, to ne, that
we have a real issue in our prison system and
t hat i ssue, what happened at Marcy, the strike,
we have to ask ourselves did we -- have we
addressed the root causes of what's going on in
our prison system | would say the answer is

unequi vocally no. | think in fact we have nmade
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it worse. W have made it nore dangerous. W
continue to, | believe, turn our backs on the
folks that we ask to do a very difficult and
danger ous j ob.

If you are in prison today in the
State of New York, you really worked very hard to
get there. That's the truth. If you're in
prison today in the State of New York, you -- it
is not for a small offense. And it is al nost
certainly not your first offense.

We ask corrections officers to do a
very, very dangerous job. And yet we
continuously do not give themthe resources to do
it. W continuously -- we are far nore focused
on prisoners being close to their famlies than
we are on corrections officers being able to see
their famlies.

We are very focused about the nental
heal th of people who have commtted crinmes. W
seenmingly are less interested in the nmental
health of the people we ask to go into the
pri sons and, again, do that job.

Today we passed an -- or yesterday,
an omi bus bill that once again is focused on

t hose behind bars i nstead of those we ask to
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protect us and work in prisons. So the strike --
did we respond by making the prison system
better, safer for inmates and for corrections
officers? No, we did not. W failed in that
obligation. And the prison systemw || continue
to deteriorate and continue to remain very
dangerous for the folks who are in there,

i ncarcerated, and the fol ks who work in the

prison system And there will be other
incidents. There will be incidents that will be
covered on the news, and there will be incidents

that we never see. Because every day there's
i ncidents between -- there's attacks on
corrections officers. There's attacks,
i nmate-on-i nmate attacks that we never tal k about
because it's not covered on the news because
there's no video of it.

That doesn't nmean it didn't happen.
That doesn't nean that it's not a synptomof a
very, very -- a systemthat is rotting fromthe
inside. The COs know it, we know it, but we've
done not hing about it.

| don't think we've addressed the
core issues that are facing New York. W' ve done

alot of bills this week, a lot of bills this
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session, but | don't believe we have addressed
t he fundanental issues facing the people of
New York. It's a m ssed opportunity -- severa

m ssed opportunities, M. President.

And | can only hope, | can only hope
that next session -- and | really do hope next
session starts in January. | hope we're not back
here in the -- you know, in the fall.

| heard soneone use the term
"Trunp- proofing” New York. Which is, you know, |
won't say -- there's a joke there that |'m
tenpted to do at 4:00 in the norning. | don't
even know what that neans. W have an el ected
president, elected by a majority of the American
people. W have real issues facing the State of
New York, and they do not begin and end with
President Donald J. Trunp.

They are real issues facing real
peopl e every single day, and they're |ooking for
us to do things about the price of groceries, the
price of gas. They're looking to find jobs and
opportunity and freedomhere in the State of
New York. They want to be able to raise their
famly here in the State of New York. They want

their famly to stay here once they' ve been
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raised in the State of New YorKk.

W' ve done nothing to nake that nore
real, to nake that nore tangible -- in fact |
t hi nk we' ve done nmany things to nake that nore
probl emati c.

So again, M. President, | knowit's
|ate and the hour is late. | just want to thank
nmy col |l eagues again for your efforts. It's an
honor to be the | eader of this conference. |It's
not al ways easy. |It's not always easy being a
New York State Senator. Sonetines it's really
hard. But that's why it's so worth it.

And there's people, mllions of
peopl e, who are counting on us, all of us, to do
this job and to do it well and to try to nake
their lives a little bit better -- not our lives,
to make their lives a little bit better. |1 don't
think we did that. But the great news is we wll
get nore opportunities to do it in the future.

So, M. President, thank you very
nmuch.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,
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pl ease recogni ze Majority Leader Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Andrea Stewart- Cousins.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

And yes, the hour is late. And,
Senator Ortt, | have a speech -- but it's only
two pages. You know what | nean?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So I'm
going stick to the script, because the hour is
|ate. But of course so much of the script has to
do with thank-yous.

And |'m amazed at how al ert everyone
still is, what with all of the debates and
di scussions and -- you know, as | was |istening
and watching, | really had to think what an
amazi ng body of people this is. Because for
every back and forth, it was respectful, it was
dealing with the issues, questions answered with
t he kind of decorumthat | believe should be in a
chanber such as this.

And so | always tal k about the

differences, and | will very briefly today, from
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what | see in Washington and here. And |I've got
to say thank you to all of my colleagues for
bei ng here and for maintaining what | know is
what our constituents would want us to

mai ntain -- a sense of purpose, a sense of
dignity, and a sense of responsibility.

So as | begin, | too want to thank
you. | want to thank ny deputy | eader. Thank
you so rmuch, Senator G anaris, for naking --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- these
days go qui ckly.

And of course your counterpart, |
will -- nmy classmate -- thank you so nuch
Senat or Lanza.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Ott, as always, it is a pleasure, you know,
getting to communicate with you and to, you know,
figure out the path forward. So thank you, thank
you so much

| know | also want to thank ny
Conf erence Chair Senator Serrano --

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and ny
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Fi nance chair, the intrepid, amazing Senator Liz
Krueger.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Again, a
t hank you to ny col | eagues across the aisle, and
| thank of course ny amazi ng col | eagues who | get
a chance to partner with every single day. |
just thank you for all that you do.

| thank Governor Hochul and
Speaker Heastie for our continued partnership.

And of course we all tal k about
staff. And so we should really give a round of
appl ause to our staffs, who do so nuch --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you. Thank you.

And |l et nme just give a special
shout-out to nmy senior staff. 1've got Jonat han,
Jonat han Lang, Dorothy Powell --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Dave
Friedfel, | call him M. Mneybags, but --

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And M ke
Mur phy - -
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Leah

Gol dman.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: To ny
team that nakes ny offices run the way they
should for all of you, |ed by Jonathan Al varenga.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And al so
| want to the Secretary of the New York State
Senat e, Al ej andra Paul i no.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You're an
incredible team all of you. Thank you so mnuch

To my Sergeants-at-Arns who keep us
saf e and secure --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | want to
give a shout-out to Ben, who is stil
recuperating, and | et himknow that our prayers
are with him and also |let himknow that he has
trained an incredible group of people so that we
all get to do the work that we need to do.

Again, | want to thank ny coll eagues

for your advocacy, for your tireless efforts, and
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for your belief in our shared mi ssion and your
drive to meani ngful work.

As we cl ose the 2025 session, we
reflect on a year of steady |eadership, decisive
action in the face of national instability. W
focused on making life nore affordable and secure
by investing in public education, healthcare and
housi ng, while preparing for the future
chal | enges and even dealing with Al.

We delivered relief for working
famlies by lowering utility costs, expandi ng
child tax credits, providing the | owest
m ddl e-class tax in over 70 years, guaranteeing
school neals. W protected tenants, supported
homeowners, decl ared housing a human right. W
strengt hened consuner protections, snall
busi nesses, paid off their unenpl oynent
i nsurance. W strengthened |abor rights amd
rising costs and federal trade policies.

On heal thcare, we expanded cover age,
def ended reproductive rights, and nmade critical
investments in public health. W honored
veterans with tangi bl e support, not just words.
We advanced | andmark housing initiatives,

supported first-time honebuyers, and hel ped keep
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nei ghbor hoods stabl e and strong.

We backed smal | businesses and
MABEs, reduced burdens on seniors. W assured
econonm ¢ support, and we ensured that it reached
every corner of our state.

We took on corrections with
conpassi on and purpose, rejecting the failed
st at us quo.

We tackled the clinmate crisis
directly by investing in clean energy, regulating
pol l utants, and pushing bold environnental
pol i ci es.

So as we adjourn, let's reflect not
just on the bills that we' ve passed but the |ives
that we inpacted and continue to inpact. W net
fear with action, cynicismw th courage, and we
denonstrated, again, |eadership -- |eadership
with integrity and | eadership with purpose.

To everyone in this chanber, | again
want to thank you for your tireless dedication,
your fierce advocacy, your enduring belief that
government can indeed be a force for good. In
fact, that really is the only thing it should be.

So | want you to get sone rest, take

good care of yourselves and your famlies, travel
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safely home. | know you'll continue your vital
work in the district. And again, nmake sure you
find nmoments to rest and recharge because we

continue to have an inportant task ahead of us.

And for the fathers, have a happy
Fathers Day. Enjoy. |I'mgoing to nake sure you
don't have to be here. As | said, trust the
shaded boxes.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: W' re out
of here. W colored a little bit outside of the
box -- it's okay with that.

But | also want to thank you, all of
our presiding officers, who do so nuch to nmake it
al I happen.

So have a wonderful sunmmer. Have
fun. Stay safe, stay well.

Thank you, M. President.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is

no further business at this desk.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until the call of the Tenporary
President, with the intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until the
call of the Tenporary President, with intervening
days being | egislative.

W out!

(Laughter.)

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

4:18 a.m)
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