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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Past or
Jereny Scott, of the Bruderhof Comrunity in
Ri fton, New York, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.
Past or .
PASTOR SCOTT: Good afternoon.
It's an honor to offer a prayer at
the start of this session.
I"d first Iike to recogni ze and
t hank you for hosting the garden brunch event
today, mnmy district Senator, M chelle Hi nchey,
Senat or Janes Skoufis, Senator James Tedi sco, and
Senat or Mark Wal czyk. It was a beautiful event
t oday outdoors, and God was gracious with
provi ding us with good weat her.
So before | pray, | have a short
reading fromscripture, fromthe Book of I|saiah,

Chapter 1, Verse 17. And here the Prophet |saiah
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gives us a clear call to noral |eadership and to
social justice and to standing up for the

vul nerable: "Learn to do right; seek justice.
Def end the oppressed. Take up the cause of the
fatherless. Plead the case of the w dow. "

| nowinvite you all to join nme in
prayer.

Lord our God, today we lift up our
hearts in gratitude and in the spirit of
comunity building. W give thanks that Your
m ghty nane and the nane of Your Son Jesus are
procl ai med and uplifted here today.

We're grateful to be in the New York
State Senate to pray for our Senators, public
servants of conviction and courage who stand up
for our freedons and work for justice for all.

Stemmi ng fromthe Anabapti st
Christian tradition, nmy community, the Bruderhof,
came to New York as a place of welcone. W're
grateful to call New York our hone, a place where
free speech, free exercise of faith, and a
heal t hy separation of church and state are
respect ed.

This week, with the passing of

Congressman Charlie Rangel, we gratefully
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remenber his life and service.

Dear Lord, You have placed great
responsi bility of |eadership in the hands of
t hose gathered here. W ask that You bl ess each
one of themw th wi sdom understandi ng and
integrity as decisions are nade that shape the
lives of mllions across this great State of
New York. May their |abor today and every day be
done with Your guidance and inspiration.

As we begin the session, we also
remenber in prayer all who sacrifice daily for
our communities, our state, and our nation. W
pray for the energency workers who respond in
times of crisis, especially those who have served
tirelessly in response to the recent fl ooding
across the Hudson Vall ey and Sout hern Tier.

We renenber our | aw enforcement
officers, firefighters, and healthcare
prof essionals. Shield themw th Your protection
and sustain themw th Your grace.

Lord, we are mndful of the
chal | enges before this body. Let every bill
consi dered and every vote cast be rooted in a
desire for charity and truth, renenbering that

t he best measure of who we are is how we treat
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t hose nost vul nerabl e.

Dear Lord, You have taught us not
just to love You, but to |love our neighbor. W
ask for Your guidance to do that in word and in
deed.

May the Senate be a pl ace of
t hought ful di scourse, honest |eadership, and
faithful service to the people. Help us all,

i nside and outside these walls, to be citizens of
peace and unity.

Grant Your blessing on this Senate
session today. May Your favor rest upon all who
seek Your will and understandi ng.

W ask all this in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Pastor.

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
May 27, 2025, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday, My 24,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
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obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns noves to discharge, fromthe
Commttee on Cities 2, Assenbly Bill Number 5298
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 433, Third Readi ng Cal endar 997.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.
Messages from the Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senator G anaris.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.
Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:
By Senator Bynoe, page 25,
Cal endar Nunber 651, Senate Print 5989;

Senat or Harckham page 62,
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Cal endar Nunber 1238, Senate Print 7362,

Senat or Conrie, page 16
Cal endar Nunber 401, Senate Print 98;

Senat or Cooney, page 63,

Cal endar Nunber 1244, president 7955;

And Senator Chris Ryan, page 62,
Cal endar Nunber 1233, Senate Print 6265.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | also wish to
call up the following bills, which were recalled
fromthe Assenbly and are now at the desk

Senate Print Nunbers 5275 and 7525.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
459, Senate Print 5275, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Education Law.

Cal endar Nunber 879, Senate Print
7525, by Senat or Fahy, an act to anmend
Chapter 405 of the Laws of 2005.

Cal endar Nunber 1241, Senate Print

7760, by Senator Giffo, an act to anend the
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H ghway Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
reconsi der the vote by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bills
are restored to their place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Lanza.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

M. President, | wish to call up
Senator Giffo's bill, Print Nunber 7760,
recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at the
desk.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.
SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President, |

think we already did that one when | read out the

list, so --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
trust him | trust Senator G anaris and that it

was done properly.

Additionally, M. President, on
page 45 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 1067, Senate Print Number 2110C,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Skoufis for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Skoufis for an introduction.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise with excitenent today, as |
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have for the past nmany years, to wel cone the
val edi ctorians and sal utatorians fromthroughout
the 42nd Senate District in Orange County.

And this is my annual day where
get to boast to ny col |l eagues about how we are
the smartest Senate district in all of New York

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKOUFI S: You know, these
are sonme of the hardest-working, nost dedicated
students in the Hudson Vall ey who, yes,
acadenmi cally have worked tirel essly and
persevered, but, alnost to a person, additionally
go out and participate in so nmuch conmunity
service, are |leaders in their classroons and
outside their classroons alike.

And |ikewise, I'"'malso really
delighted to wel cone and acknow edge the parents
and the faculty nenbers who are here joining
t hem because certainly their success is a
reflection of the incredible support that they've
had around each of them

Certainly I wish themand their
famlies incredible futures. This is the
begi nni ng of their success as they graduate

hi gh school. And I |ook forward to foll ow ng al
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of their careers after their graduation in just a

coupl e of nonths from now.

"1l recognize the fol ks who were
here, all of the valedictorians and
sal utatorians. A couple of themunfortunately
had to depart, given our |late start today, but
the large npjority of themare still here.

From Warwi ck Vall ey Hi gh School we
have G sela Gujar, salutatorian.

From Cornwal | , Andrew Wi,
val edi ctori an.

From M ni si nk, Christopher Rickard,
val edi ctorian, and M a Abruzzese, salutatorian.

From Washi ngtonvill e H gh School,
Aivia Tran, valedictorian, and Sophie
DeCar val ho, sal utatorian.

From Goshen Central Hi gh School
Kiran Foster, val edictorian, and Henry Dong,
sal utatori an.

From Pi ne Bush Hi gh School ,
Jeffrey Pal ma, val edictorian.

From George F. Baker Hi gh School
Casey Juance, val edictori an.

From Port Jervis H gh School

Julia Elston, val edictorian, and
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Francesca Ml iterno, salutatorian.

From S. S. Seward,

El i zabet h Scheuer mann, sal utatori an.

And fromJanmes |. O Neill
Hi gh School, we have Victoria Evangeli st a,
val edi ctorian, and Benjam n Yankovi ch,
sal utatori an.

Congratul ati ons to each and every
one of you on your incredible success. Wshing
you not hing but the best.

And | ask you, M. President, if
you' || please afford themall the cordialities
and privileges of the floor.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Skoufis.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

let's nove on to Resolution 1099, by
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Senator Cleare, read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Senator C eare.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1099, by
Senator Cleare, nourning the death of former U S
Representative Charles B. Rangel, distinguished
public servant, statesnman, and bel oved nenber of
the Harl em community.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cl eare on the resol ution.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

And a special thanks to ny co-prine
sponsors of this resolution, Leader
St ewar t - Cousi ns and Senators Jackson and Serrano.

One of the top synonyns for Harlem
is Charlie Rangel. The two were absolutely and
irrevocably inseparable.

Hi s representation spanned sever al
generations. It started in the Korean War and
| asted through the fornmation of One Harl em and
the fight for affordable housing in Central and
West Harlemin 2025.

Charlie Rangel was the first person
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| ever voted for.

So tireless was his advocacy and so
omi present his personage in Harlemthat you
t hought he just mght live forever. H's 46 years
in Congress are an absol ute master class of how
to take care of your district at honme, fight for
equity and justice everywhere, and becone a
st at esman abr oad.

He served in the United States Arny
from 1948 to 1952 and was a hi ghly decorated
Korean War veteran. And just yesterday, over
70 years |l ater, he was added to the New York
State Senate Veterans Hall of Fane, which was
pl anned | ong before his passing. W didn't know
t hat he wouldn't be here.

Wiile there are many | essons we can
learn fromthe representative style of Charlie
Rangel, two stand out in nmy mnd. One, your job
is to always be present for the people and to
give themthe faith and confidence that you wl|
work to solve their problens, whether it be a
Soci al Security or veterans' benefits issue,
what ever the case.

Two is that the underdog and the

underrepresented are the nost inportant people to
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rai se your voice on behalf of. Chair Rangel did
this continuously in his career on behalf of the
Bl ack poor of Harlem veterans, seniors,

i mm grants, young people of color sent to war,
and so many nore.

In addition, Charlie Rangel
supported and voted for higher education
opportunity prograns such as HEOP as a nmenber of
the New York State Assenbly.

He was the aut hor of many of the
ori ginal affordable housing |egislation passed at
t he federal |evel

He was one of the great |eaders of
the anti-apartheid novenent for over a decade,
wi th the Rangel Anendnment, and in 1987 introduced
t he Budget Reconciliation Act which subjected
U.S. corporations operating in South Africa to
doubl e taxation if they did not divest from South
Afri ca.

In 2009 and in 2010, he was
instrumental in the negotiations which ultimtely
led to the enactnent of Cbanacare, one of the
first times in our nation's history that
heal t hcare was recogni zed as a human ri ght.

|"mconforted to know that so nany
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of us here in the State Legislature cone fromthe
Charlie Rangel school and were able to be
mentored by him including nyself, Senator
Jackson, and Menbers Wight, G bbs, Taylor and so
many nor e.

In these uncertain times, | |eave
you with a tineless quote by Charl es Rangel --
whi ch, coincidentally, falls inline with the
scripture read earlier with our invocation today.

He said: "W all have a |arge stake
in preserving our denocracy, but | nmaintain that
t hose wi thout power in our society, the Bl ack,
the brown, the poor of all colors, have the
| argest stake -- not because we have the nost to
| ose, but because we have worked the hardest and
gi ven the nost for what we have achi eved."

It is hard to know a world wi thout
Charlie Rangel. He has been in ny househol d
since | could remenber. | have seen his
newsl etters. |'ve seen his name on the ballot.

He |lived, he |oved, he served, he
died in his beloved Harlem Let us remenber the
Li on of Lenox Avenue in all that we do.

And may God be pl eased.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Leader Stewart-Cousins on the
resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

And | really want to thank you
Senator Cleare, for really invoking the presence
of the Lion of Lenox Avenue here in this chanber.

Yes, he was a nentor not only to
New York City; as you said, he was way beyond
that. And | like to consider nyself soneone who
too was nentored by Congressman Charl es Rangel

And when he canme up to Westchester,
he would -- he had his owmn |little gang. There
was a Gang of Four down there, but then when he
cane to Westchester there was David Ford and
t here was Paul Redd and there was a whol e ' not her
group of aspiring young Bl ack activists who
| ooked, as we all did, to Charlie to help us
chart our course.

And he was very influential in
hel ping so many of us get to the places we got
to, and all owed us to understand how powerful we
coul d be when we took to heart that we were the

voi ce of people who hadn't al ways been heard.
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And of course he broke so nany
barriers. He was one of the founding nenbers of
t he Congressional Bl ack Caucus. And of course he
was the first African-Anerican chair of the House
Ways and Means Conmitt ee.

Charl es Rangel, they said, is
sonmeone who, although he's transitioned, his
|l egacy will live far beyond |I'm sure he ever
i mgined -- his influence, his stature, and his
al ways being able to talk to everyone, no nmatter
who. He always found a way to touch your heart.

"' m so happy, again, Senator C eare,
that you were able to induct himinto our
Veterans Hall of Fanme, one of the nmonments that ny
honoree had, Randy Jurgensen. He was so pl eased
to be inducted yesterday with Congressman Rangel
because he actually served in Korea with him

Randy was born in Harlem lived in
Harlem raised in Harlem and served in Korea
wi th Congressman Rangel. And he told nme that it
used to be Randy and Charlie. And so he was so
happy that yesterday -- even posthunously to be
honored by the Senate -- it was once again
Randy and Charli e.

And forever it wll be
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Congressman Rangel, the Lion of Lenox Avenue.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Majority Leader.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you.

| rise today with a heavy heart and
proud spirit to honor a man whose nane will echo
not only through the chanbers of Congress, but
t hrough the stoops and storefronts and street
corners of Harlem Congressman Charles B
Rangel .

Charl es Rangel was not just a
Congressman, he was a conbat veteran, a
constitutional craftsman, and a chanpi on of
peopl e who wal ked with Harlemin their heart and
justice in his jaw

For over four decades, he turned the
corridors of Congress into a battleground for
equity. And long before that, he faced eneny
fire on a frozen Korean hillside, earning nedals
of val or but never asking for praise.

He becane nore than a | egi sl ator.
He becane the conscience of a nation: A founding

menber of the Congressional Bl ack Caucus, a
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fighter for the voicel ess who understood that
real power isn't about titles, it's about

servi ce, about show ng up for your people -- not
for clout, and all for change.

He was a master technician with a
noral spine, the first African-American to chair
t he powerful Ways and Means Committee. But
Charlie's | eadership wasn't defined by position,
it was defined by purpose. He carried Harlem on
his shoul ders and the soul of America in his
stride.

And he never forgot where he cane
from-- not the corner of 125th Street and
Lenox Avenue, not the fam lies who raised him
not the novement that made him

And let's be absolutely clear.
Charlie Rangel was never polite about injustice.
He was surgical. He could roast you with hunor,
school you with facts, and still have you
| aughing at the end. That's Harlem That was
Rangel .

And for nme, he wasn't just a giant
in headlines, he was present in his grin. He
encouraged nme when | needed it nost. He nmade

time for conversation, offered wi sdom wi t hout
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ego, and rem nded ne that |eadership is about
| ove: For the people, for the struggle, the next
generati on.

We were bound by a shared belief in
justice, service, and the power of comunity. |
personal |y stand here because |eaders |ike him
paved the way, because he dared to nake
government reflect the conmunities too often
ignored. He didn't just break barriers; he
di smant | ed excuses.

So today, we not only honor his
menory, let us carry his courage into the | aws we
pass and the fights that we choose. Let us
legislate with the same fire that fueled his
decades of service. Because Congressman Range
never settled for synbolism He denmanded
substance. And so nust we.

May his | egacy not rest in stone,
but nove through us in policy, purpose, and in
power .

Rest well, Charles, Harlem Lion,
American fighter. You' re one of one.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Serrano on the resol ution.
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SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

It's with tremendous sadness and
with a heavy heart that | rise here today to pay
tribute to an amazi ng human being in former
Congressman Charli e Rangel

And | amso grateful to Senator
Cordell Ceare and our |eader, Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, and all of our coll eagues for
putting forth this resolution in honor of his
t remendous acconpl i shnents.

Wien | was first elected to the
Senate 21 years ago to represent East Harlem
which was in the footprint of his congressional
district, he was extrenely graci ous and becane
i nstantaneously a nentor and a friend to ne.

East Harl em was very inportant to
him and he understood the cultural significance
of every nei ghborhood. And he was so present.
And it was amazing to see how seem ngly
effortlessly he woul d navigate the politics, that
he woul d navigate the situations with grace, with
charm with intellect.

He would put us all at ease and

understanding that there was a true | eader there
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who was going to give us the sage advice and al so
find joy along the way.

| would | ove when Congressnman Range
would invite ne to his office. It was |ike being
in a mni-nmseum There was not one inch of the
desk that did not have sone figure, sone
artistic -- sonething of artistic significance.

It was filled with history.

And | saw and | |earned that doing
this job was so historical in nature and so
cultural in nature. And he enbraced that. And
just being in his office, you felt all of that.

And you felt the excitenment that he had for his

j ob.

And | renmenber, in these years, he
woul d speak about -- and |I'm just paraphrasing
here -- the joy of growing older, in that you do

what is right and you no | onger worry about what
peopl e think of you because you' re doing what is
good in your heart. And it seenmed so |iberating.
Such a sinple thing for himto say, but it was
such a liberating idea that he was bringing
forth.

So to ny friend and nentor who not

only nentored ne, but my father, in his years in
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Congress, and was a trenendous | eader, soneone
who was -- you never had to | ook for

Charlie Rangel. He was everywhere. He was

buil ding coalitions at a tine when we needed
that, and we need that now nore than ever. He
understood that coalition building was the way to
| ead.

So -- so grateful to his famly for
giving us Charlie Rangel nore than they probably
had him because he was with us all the tine.

So with that, | conclude, and again
t hank you for the resolution.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you to everybody in this
chanber. Thank you, Senator C eare, for your
courage, your bravery. | know how hard it was to
get through those remarks. Madam Leader, thank
you for always | eading eloquently. And everybody
el se.

And so growi ng up Black, there are
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certain nanes that inspire like certain cultura
feeling, right? Even if you didn't get a chance
to meet them even if you didn't know them they
weren't from your nei ghborhood. The Gang of Four
meant somet hing even in the Bronx.

When you heard David Dinkins and you
heard Basil Paterson and you heard Percy Sutton
and when you heard Charlie Rangel, it stirred
something in you. And so Charlie Rangel was a
name that transcended politics.

You didn't -- like you m ght not
have been registered to vote, you m ght not have
known who your |ocal electeds were, but you knew
who Charlie Rangel was. Because as the Lion of
Lenox, you knew that he fought for you. Even if
you didn't live in his district, he fought for
you.

| saw a |ine sonewhere, you know,
readi ng his bio, comng back fromthe Korean War,
bei ng a high school dropout and then getting a
degree and a | aw degree within six years? That's
the power of a lion. The heart of a lion. The
heart of a chanpi on and sonebody who woul d not be
si | enced.

| had the chance to neet himas an
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adult, and it was one of |ike maybe five or
10 people in ny life |I've been starstruck by. |
found another quote online that tal ked about
sonmething that | experienced that one tine, the
first tinme that I met Charlie Rangel at
Tracey Towers in the Bronx, because he had j ust
been drawn into the Bronx and the Bronx was
wel com ng, you know, the | egend of Harlem

And there was sonething that --
sonmebody sai d sonething online and they said
Charlie Rangel had the ability to make you feel
Iike you were the only person in the roomwhen he
was tal king to you.

| felt that that day when | spoke to
him The room was packed full of people, all in
line waiting to have a conversation with him but
| felt like | was the only person in the room

And he said sonmething to nme which
maybe was a throwaway |ine, but | never forgot
it: "Do good in this world, young brother." And
it stuck with ne.

Wearing ny other hat, we did a
tribute, we had an event, and he was the headline
event and it was on Zoom during the hei ght of

COvVID. There were nore people on that Zoomto
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tune in for Charlie Rangel being there than any
other Zoomthat |1've seen. They didn't just want
to be in the roomw th the Lion of Lenox, they
wanted to be on the Zoom boxes with himtoo,
because he neant that nuch

| mean, folks like himwere in
uncharted territory. There was no -- | got into
t he gane when there was a caucus. | got here
when | had people to | ook up to, to have nentors,
peopl e that had done this. Nobody had done what
he had done before. And it was not easy.

So | just want to nake sure that we
cenment his |l egacy here. And at sone point in the
very near future there's going to be a street
sign put up for him There's going to be a
street renanmed -- nmaybe there's going to be a
whol e bl ock renanmed after him

And when that happens, it's
i mportant to make sure that the young people who
are going to wal k by that street sign every
si ngl e day knew who he was, what he stood for,
and what he did for them even if they never got
a chance to neet him

| thank himfor everything he did

for me and everybody else in this room
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M. President. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

Madam Leader. Thank you, Senator C eare.

| just want to draw your attention
to just one small aspect of a giant's life, and
that is of course his mlitary service, where he
earned a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star. Both
are very significant.

The Purple Heart, of course, is
given to those who are wounded i n conbat, wounded
in conbat. But the Bronze Star is given to you
based on val or, based on | eadership. You have to
do sonet hi ng above and beyond the course of duty.
Just being there is good, but helping to winis
better, rmuch better. And he certainly won

So that's one of the first places
that you will see his |eadership, where you start
to see the energence of this |lion, where he
di stingui shed hinself in battle.

O course he cane back, and unlike
so many others, he decided to continue the

battle -- the battle against injustice, the
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battl e against things wong. He fortified
hi msel f by going to school, by naking sure he had
all of the docunents necessary.

He joined with other titans. You' ve
heard Davi d Di nkins' name nentioned, who was a
Marine, mnd you. Percy Sutton and Basi
Pat erson. They becane the Gang of Four, shaped
by war, shaped by things around them just as we
woul d have | eaders in the days to cone further
shaped by the wars that we find ourselves in.

And war he understood, this
Congressman Rangel, that you cannot win it by
yourself. You can do many things in war, but you
can't win a battle by yourself. You can be
instrumental, but you can't win it by yourself.
And that aided himin understanding howto
navi gate Congress, how to use those strategies
and tactics to take the hill down in D.C., which
is quite the hill to take.

So | want to finish -- because he
never | eft Korea alone to sonme degree, he was so
created, if you wish -- "shaped"” is a better
word -- by Korea. Wenever he had a problem
whenever there was a difficulty that people

presented himand said, "Ch, you' re having a bad
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day, these things are bad,"” he would | augh and he
woul d rem nd you that he was in Korea and he
woul d say "I've never had a bad day since."
(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: And that's
sonmething that we all need to keep in mnd, that
he could go through the absol ute worst.

And those who have seen battle,
salute you. And we all should renmenber and take
t he worst experience and renmenber that we'l
never have a bad day since. |If he was able to do
it, then naybe the rest of us can.

| salute you, Congressman Rangel .
You will always be "Congressnman"” to ne.

And | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President.

Let nme rise first to thank ny
col | eague Senator Cleare for bringing forth this
i mportant resolution. And really just wanted to

add ny voice to those who are nenoriali zing

Congressman Charl es B. Rangel
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How do you -- how do you renenber a
| egend? | nean, we've gone through here all of
t he deeds that he's acconplished, whether it's in
the mlitary, his academ c success. And no one
nmenti oned he actually worked in the Manhattan
DA's office as a young | awer.

Qobviously 46 years in the Congress,
headi ng the nost powerful commttee in Congress.
Not just the dean of the Harl em del egation, but
really the dean of black politics in the country
at that tine.

Sonmebody who defined the way that
Bl ack politics happened. And | rem nd you that
politics is about power. And he taught our
comunity about what power really was and about
how to access that power and use it for the
peopl e who really needed it.

That was the critical piece, is that
he al ways rem nded us that power for power's sake
was not the goal, but it was really about
addressing the needs of the |east of those in our
communi ti es.

What wasn't nmentioned is that when
he cane on the political scene, he beat a | egend,

that in 1970 he beat Adam Cd ayton Powel |, Jr.,
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who was a legend in his ow right, and built upon
t hat | egend.

He i s sonmebody who not only do |
stand on his shoul ders netaphorically, but -- and
not just every African-American |egislator, but
all of us. Anybody who's cone into public
service and said, | want to help my conmunity,
and I'"'mgoing to go to the halls of power and
make sure that the voices of ny community are
heard: You are standing on the shoul ders of
Charlie Rangel. Because he has been one of those
voi ces for, you know, decades that has really
been at the forefront at every |evel, naking sure
that our community is properly represented.

And so | say that we should not
remenber a | egend, but we should honor his nmenory
by continuing to live his | egacy. That we
hopefully will use this nonment to rededicate
ourselves to the kind of exenplar that Charlie B
Rangel provided for us as public servants.

And not to nention, on this second
annual Prince Hall Day, that he was a proud
Prince Hall Mason, belonging to Joppa Lodge
No. 55. And so even, you know, in his civic life

he found ways to contribute to his comunity.
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And so thank you again,
Senator Cleare, for bringing this inportant
resolution to the floor. Thank ny coll eagues for
t heir thoughtful words.

| think, along with Senator Serrano,
| also have a | ot of personal fond nenories of
his mentorship of ne as I worked, you know, for
H Carl MCall, a former nmenber of this body and,
as the State Conptroller, the first
African-Anerican elected statewide. | often saw
himin ny duties as a staffer.

And | will never forget, Jamaal
that when | first ran for the Senate | went to an
event to ask for sonebody's endorsenment and he
was there, he was running in the sane area, and
for sone reason, you know, my appoi ntnent was
just first. R ght? So |I'm speaking at the
event. And then afterwards he's |ike, "Kevin,
come here." He's like, "Ch, nmy God, | never
heard you speak before." (Laughing.)

And when | tell you that that nade
-- like made ny entire life, that Charlie Rangel
had recogni zed nme and had gave ne just a little
head nod, that | was sonebody who could nake it

in public service.
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But in the sane way, Senator Bail ey,
every tinme you would see him he woul d encourage
you to make sure that you were in fact naking a
di fference in whatever way you were engaged in
public service.

And | won't forget that. And | hope
none of us forget it. And | hope that we al
find ways to add to the | egacy that he has grown
so richly here in the State of New York

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal on the
resol ution.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise -- | want to thank
Senator Cleare for her stirring words.

| wanted to point out, well, grow ng
up, Congressman Rangel to nme was a figure on
television. | would see himon ABC Wrld News
Toni ght and think to nyself, who is that
amazingly charismatic figure? And it was, you
know, such a pleasure, a joy to neet himyears

| at er.
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But | want to point out sonething
whi ch concerns Congressman Rangel's attitude
toward civil rights beyond his own comrunity.
Back in 2015 he was the prinme sponsor of the
| egislation to correct the record of service
menber s di scharged due to sexual orientation
And as many of us know, over decades LGBTQ
service nenbers were routinely discharged
di shonorably because of their sexual orientation.
Not only were they di shonorably discharged, they
wer e denied every benefit afforded to service
nmenbers.

So Congressman Rangel introduced a
bill to change that. It was called the Restore
Honor to Service Menbers Act. And he said he was
proud to introduce it as a Korean War veteran.
And | think of the fact that he nearly died in a
maj or war in Korea, where his fellow infantrynen
were shot. And he prayed in the cold and
survi ved.

So | wonder what notivated him  But
| have to think that he knew sonme LGBTQ service
menbers hinself and served with them

He said, "Qur veterans risk their

lives for our country, and it is crucial that
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t hose di scharged fromthe arned services due to
their sexual orientation receive the recognition
and benefits they deserve.
"The Restore Honor to Service

Menbers Act streamines this process, ensuring
their service is respected. It's about tinme we
pai d proper tribute to the veterans who deserve
to be honored for their valiant service to our

country. Seeking redress is not only the right

thing to do but will also correct historical
i njustice."

Vell, in 2019, M. President, we
| ooked at Congressnman Rangel's bill. And what

did we do? 1In true Al bany fashion, we copied it.
And we thought we shoul d recreate Congressnan
Rangel 's Restoration of Honor Act here in the
State of New York. And we did that very thing in
2019.

So it's atribute to
Congressman Rangel that LGBTQ service nenbers who
wer e di scharged honorably are now entitled to
every benefit afforded to them by New York State
t hanks to Charlie Rangel

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President. | rise today to speak on today's
resol ution.

| want to thank Senator Cl eare and
Leader Stewart-Cousins for letting this
resolution conme to the floor so that people could
speak about a true giant, a true trailblazer, a
true chanpion for our entire nation

| had the opportunity to neet
Charlie Rangel through ny predecessor in the
City Council, Archie Spigner, who was the first
Bl ack elected official in Queens. And to ne,
Charlie Rangel and David Di nkins and Percy Sutton
woul d regularly come to the Guy R Brewer United
Denocratic Club that Archie was part of. Charlie
knew his responsibility as being a person that
shaped everyone. And the three of them had
opportunities, and they would sit down with
Archie Spigner. And they understood that they
had to plan for the entire city. They had to
bring in people that wanted to nake things happen
and change people's |ives.

And Archie Spigner at the tine
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served in the City Council in a |eadership
capacity, and nade sure that Percy Sutton was
able to get the first mnority cable programin
the city, giving hima chance to operate a cable
station way back in the '80s.

Charlie Rangel and the Gang of Four
didn't just limt thenselves to working in
Harlem They worked all over this country trying
toinstill in people, |like Senator Bailey said,
gi ving people a battery on their back, a pat on
their head, an opportunity to understand that
they could be better people just by follow ng a
sinple mantra: Being good to everybody.

Charlie Rangel understood the power
of cooperation. He understood the power of
wor ki ng across the different aisles.

| was not surprised to hear from
many Republicans, |ike Peter King, who tal ked
about how they worked with Congressman Rangel on
getting things done, nmaking sure that even during
that time that there was a bipartisan effort to
focus on things that were nost inportant.

And | think that's what | woul d want
to tal k nost about today, the ability to nake

sure that we can find a way to get the inportant
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t hings done like Charlie Rangel did -- in a

bi parti san way, ensuring that people were taken
care of, that the true needs of people were taken
care of. That even a giant |like himcould be
hunmbl e in any environnment, in any |location. He
was never afraid to speak truth to power while he
fought tirelessly for working famlies, for civil
rights, for education, for healthcare.

Wil e he had | eadership and was part
of -- he was in the highest |levels of the
government, had nmaj or opportunities to talk to
people fromall over the world, you al ways knew
that he was sonmeone that coul d speak to you
i ndi vi dual |y.

As Senator Bailey said, you could
al ways feel |ike you had an individual
opportunity to talk to Charlie Rangel and he
under st ood you.

| had the opportunity to sit down
wi th David Dinkins and Charlie Rangel when | was
t hi nki ng about running for Cty Council Speaker.
They told ne not to do it.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: You didn't know

that story. | was sitting in a restaurant and |
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was all hyped up about nyself. And after sitting
down with them | realized that | understood that
was not my path.

But it brought ne here, you know.

So | had that relationship. They knew nme because
| was -- as | said, | worked for ny predecessor
Archi e Spigner, and so they saw nme and they saw
my evolution, but they knew | wasn't ready for
that. And they pointed me in a different

di rection.

And they didn't throw ne out and
say, You can't do anything, they gave ne a
different path. They gave ne a better
under standing on what ny skill set was and what |
needed to do to contribute to nmy opportunities in
the Gty Council. But it wasn't being Speaker of
the Gty Council. And they let ne know it
because they needed ne in other places.

And they were able to figure out
your strengths. They were able to figure out
what you coul d do.

And he consistently, even after
then, stayed in nmy life, made sure that we al
did better. Made sure that whatever he did, he

showed his joy, he showed his spirit, he showed
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what it was to be soneone that could inpress
peopl e, sonmeone that could nake sure that people
had a purpose and nake sure that people are proud
of public service.

God rest Charlie Rangel

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Much has been said by
many al ready, and nuch nore will be said by many
nor e.

M. President, for the record,
just want to nake clear that the Lion of Lenox,
the giant of Harlem was renowned and revered in
t he Asi an- Arerican conmunity as well, never
m ssing an invitation to take part in a
commenor ati on of the Korean War or any ot her
events. And without his efforts, even being
gravel y wounded, the Korean-Anmerican community in
New York and particularly in ny area of Flushing,
Queens, could never have begun, nuch less thrive
in the way it does today.

On a personal note, | want to thank

Congressman Rangel for hel ping ne get on the map
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politically in New York. And also, | guess
especially for him in our first sitdown at
Sylvia's, introducing nme to snothered chicken.
It's unbelievable.

Congressman Charles B. Rangel. He
will be m ssed, but never forgotten.

Thank you, Senator Cleare, for the
resol ution.

And M. President, | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to extend ny appreciation to
Senator Cl eare, and of course to our
Majority Leader, with regards to this resol ution.

Al t hough | never had the chance to
directly connect with the Congressnman, but nost
certainly through the national political work
that | did prior to the Senate, and even well
before that, his reputation far preceded himand
nost certainly will always be renenbered.

You know, we're continuing to see

this trend of our trailblazing | eaders that are
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transitioning, which feels |like too soon.
Because we want nore tinme with them we want nore
opportunity to soak in their know edge.

And so as one of ny coll eagues
al ready nentioned, it's inperative that we
continue their |egacy, nost certainly through
resol ution, but also continue their |egacy of
servi ce.

And so as has al ready been stat ed,
Harl em nost certainly has lost a lion, but I
woul d al so add our state has |lost a giant and our
nati on has |lost a noral force whose voice
t hundered resoundingly for justice, equality, and
opportunity for over half a century.

Congressman Rangel was a trail bl azer
and a decorated war hero and a foundi ng nmenber of
t he Congressional Bl ack Caucus. But he al so
brought that sanme tenacity and courage to
Congress, representing the 13th District with
conpassi on, vision, grace and dignity for
46 years.

He never stopped fighting for the
peopl e, as has been said, and especially those
who are often rendered voicel ess and those who

are often marginalized. He always stayed
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grounded even though rising in the ranks in
Congress. He never forgot the conmunity that he
cane from And he understood, like we all do in
this chanber, that |eadership is not just about
witing laws, it's about lifting voices,
especially those that are too often ignored.

He was al so soneone that was very
connected to many organi zations. As
Senat or Parker nentioned, he was a Mason but he
was al so a nenber of the Divine Nine, as a
brot her of Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity, Inc.

Even in his retirenment he continued
to mentor those coming after him And his | egacy
is not one of just legislation, but his legacy is
nost certainly continued through the I ove of his
famly, his constituents, and for the
possibilities that justice can create.

| want to extend ny deepest
condol ences to his children, his grandchildren
and extended famly, and to the Harlem community
that he so fiercely chanpi oned.

M. President, Congressman Range
| eaves behind nore than a record of service; he
| eaves behind a road map for howto |lead with

integrity, courage, and an unshakabl e belief in
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the prom se of this nation

As we all continue to nmourn his
passing, nay we all continue to honor his |egacy.
| thank himfor his service, and | vote aye on
this resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up,
M. President, is previously adopted
Resol ution 823, by Senator Sepul veda.

Read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Senator Sepul veda, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 823, by
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Senat or Sepul veda, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim My 28, 2025, as
Taiwan Heritage Day in the State of New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing ne to present this
resol ution.

It is a great honor for ne to
comenor at e Tai wan Heritage Day, a celebration
that invites us not only to look to the past with
respect and gratitude, but also to project into
the future the values, traditions and cul tural
expressions that have shaped the identity of the
honor abl e nmenbers of the Tai wanese comunity.

Taiwan, with its rich cultural
diversity, mllennia-old history, and tirel ess
i nnovative spirit, offers an inspiring exanple of
how t he past can be honored w thout | osing sight
of the future. Fromtraditional craftsmanship to
contenporary art, fromancestral celebrations to
cutting-edge technol ogy, Taiwan rem nds us that
heritage is a living force that unites us, gives
us identity, and strengthens our shared hunmanity.

The active presence of the Tai wanese
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di aspora in the United States is a testanment to a
constant desire for dial ogue, exchange and nut ual
enrichment. It is without a doubt an opportunity
to build stronger bridges between our cultures
and to strengthen the shared val ues of denocracy,
freedom diversity and respect.

Taiwan is nuch nore than an island.
It is a cultural beacon with a vibrant identity
and a history forged through diversity,
resilience, and determ nation to build an
i nclusi ve and nodern society. Today we cel ebrate
the heritage not only as a | egacy of the past,
but as a living testament to what a community can
achi eve when it unites around conmon principles.

Fromny position as a New York State
Senator, | reaffirmnmy commtnent to recogni zing
and pronoting the cultural heritage of all the
comunities that make our state and our country a
nosai ¢ of stories, voices and hopes.

As we commenorate Tai wan Heritage
Day, | am proud to recogni ze Anbassador Lee, who
is the director general of the Tai pei Econom c
and Cultural Ofice, and M. Chuy, Tony Chuy,
presi dent of the Chinese Consoli dated Benevol ent

Associ ati on of New York
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Liu on the resol ution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Sepul veda
for every year introducing this resolution on
behal f of the Tai wanese Anerican comunity.

As sonme of you may know, Taiwan is
my native land. | was born there a nunber of
years ago before | immgrated here at the age of
five, and Taiwan has al ways been part of ny life.

But | think Senator Sepul veda
al ready gave it the best descriptors possible.
can only add that | think we all know about the
rich history and culture of the people from
Tai wan and the people in Taiwan. It's got art,
it's got nedia, it's got nusic. But today we
know Tai wan for the great technology it has, of
course great food, and it is a nodern beacon of
denocracy and | daresay the nost or certainly at
| east one of the nbst progressive societies in
this world.

So | join Senator Sepul veda and ny
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col | eagues here in wel com ng Arbassador Tom Lee
fromthe Taiwan Economic and Cultural O fice, and
M. Tom Su, the president of the Taiwan Center of
New York, and of course M. Tony Chuy, who is the
presi dent of the Chinese Consoli dated Benevol ent
Associ ation, which is the -- one of the ol dest
and certainly the | argest Chinese Anmerican
organi zation in the Greater New York area.

M. President, | proudly vote yes on
this resolution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you, Senator Sepul veda and
Senat or Li u.

And t hank you for com ng to Al bany.
This is sort of a tradition that goes back quite
a nunber of years to our friends from TECO, the
Tai wan Econom ¢ and Cul tural Association, our
friends from CCBA, fromthe Taiwan Center. |If
there's anybody here from FCBA, great to see you
all.

The Tai wanese community is such an
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important part of life in Queens County. And we
are truly bl essed by your presence. Wen you
came here during | guess it was the |ate 1970s or
so, early 1980s, you added such vibrancy, |

think -- | can't think of another word -- to the
Queens comunity which continues to this day.

So the anbassador and the presidents
of the associations, and to the nmenbers, we
wel comre you and we thank you for what you're
doi ng to make Queens County a better place in
which to live, to raise a famly, to do business,
and to enjoy everything that there is to
cel ebrate.

So agai n, thank you very nuch for
com ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Sepul veda, for
bringing forth this resolution. Thank you,
Senator Liu, for all your kind words about
Tai wan, Senator Stavisky.

Wel come, ny guests, M. Anbassador
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Lee and M. Tony Chuy of CBCA, M. Tom Su.

Wel come to Albany. | want to thank you for
taking the tinme in your busy schedule to cone
visit on this Taiwan Heritage Day.

| don't think | have to stand here
all day to tal k about Taiwan and their
contributions to civilization. Taiwan is honme to
the | argest sem conductor foundry on the planet,
and that is Taiwan Sem conductors. | own stocks.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CHAN: But anyway, so the
achi evenents of our Tai wanese community is
especially visible, tangible. You can feel it.
You can see it right there in Flushing, New York
We're tal king about comrerce. W're talking
about food, culture. It's enriching to our
comunity, it's enriching to New York and our
state as well as Anerica itself.

So | don't have to stand and tal k
about that all day. So | just want to once again
t hank you for com ng up here, and wel cone.

M. President, | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chan.

To our guests, | welcome you on
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behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on May 6t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's nmove on to previously adopted
Resol ution 945, read that resolution's title, and
recogni ze Senator Mirray.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 954, by
Senat or Murray, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimJuly 2025 as MECP2 Duplication
Syndrome Awar eness Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Before we
recogni ze Senator Murray, | ask the house to
pl ease nmai ntain decorum here as Senator Mirray
has the fl oor.

Senat or Murray on the resolution.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
M. President.
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So on May 13th we approved a
resol ution proclainmng July as MECP2 Duplication
Syndrome Awar eness Month in New York State.

MECP2 Duplication Syndrone is a rare
progressive genetic disorder estimated to be
found in |l ess than one out of every 100, 000
births. It was first recognized in 2005. The
synptonms i ncl ude severe devel opnental probl ens,

i mpai red notor function, gastrointestinal issues,
respiratory infections, and treatnent-resistant
sei zures.

Tragically, the cumul ative inpact of
these nultisystem c health problens often lead to
a shortened life span with only half of affected
i ndi vi dual s surviving past the young age of 25.

Al t hough research studi es have
i ndi cated sone hope that synptons of this
di sorder may be reversed, we are still many years
away fromeffective treatnents.

| was made aware of this rare
genetic conditional by a constituent of m ne,
Loretta Bei ne, whose son Dakota passed away in
2022. Dakota was a young man full of life and
j oy whose snmile would |ight up a room He |oved

chi | dhood pl easures |like birthday parti es,
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sharing neals with famly and nei ghbors. He
enj oyed hangi ng out in the pool on sumer days.
He loved to talk to peopl e about nusic,
not or cycl e cops, and Bat nan.

Dakota was a student at Eastern
Suf fol k BOCES, where he was often called "the

Mayor," and that was because he would | ove to say
hell o and greet everyone he ran into.

Dakot a graduat ed hi gh school at
20 years of age, then went on to a culinary-focus
day habilitation program where Dakota had warm
rel ati onships with his peers and teachers.

Dakot a al so devel oped a special friendship with
Tom the nurse for the building.

And here is why passing this
resolution and raising awareness is so vitally
important. You see, Dakota experienced serious
devel opnent al del ays. And although he was
eventually able to speak in full sentences and
was able to nove independently, but as he grew
ol der, however, he regressed. Despite years of
nmedi cal eval uati ons and hospitalizations, no
di agnosi s emer ged.

For much of his |life Dakota |ived

wi t hout a diagnosis, leaving his fam |y w thout
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t he understandi ng or support that could have nade
a critical difference.

Dakota was finally diagnosed with
MECP2 Duplication Syndrone. And although the
di agnosi s brought the | ong-sought clarity, it
al so confirmed the difficult reality that there
was no cure.

Over time, Dakota's condition
continued to worsen. He began experiencing daily
seizures and ultimately spent his later years in
a transport chair and faced the many chal | enges
that came with this devastating syndrone.

In 2022, at just 31 years old,
Dakot a passed away at Stony Brook University
Hospital due to pneunpbnia. His life, though
mar ked by struggle, was al so marked by inmense
| ove, strength and resilience. Dakota's story is
a powerful exanple of the urgent need for
research and to rai se awareness and support for
those living with MECP2 Duplication Syndronme and
their famlies, as well as the professionals who
are responsi ble for their healthcare.

M. President, 1'd like to thank al
of ny coll eagues here for their support in

passing this resolution. And as | nentioned
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earlier, current research has indicated the
possibility of successful treatnent options. And
it's ny sincere hope that our efforts will help
rai se awareness and incentivize further research,.
|'d also like to nention Dakota's
not her, Loretta Beine, is here with us in the
gallery today. And | ask that you recogni ze her
and extend to her the courtesies of the house.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mirray.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on May 13t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W're going to
go to Senator Parker next and take up previously
adopted Resol ution 308, read that resolution's
title and recogni ze Senator Parker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 308, by
Senat or Parker, honoring the Mdst Wrshi pful
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York on the
occasi on of celebrating Prince Hall Day 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to talk about one of the
ol dest African-American institutions in this
nation, which is Prince Hall Masonry, and wanted
to thank this body for giving us an opportunity,
for the second year in a row, to have a Prince
Hal | Day at the Capitol and the resolution.

This is inmportant in part because
this organi zation is a subset of the ol dest
fraternity in the world, which is Free and
Accepted Masonry. If you kind of trace back the
uni fication of Grand Lodges, we're tal king about
going back to 1717. And | could be corrected if
| have ny dates a little off.

But we tal k about the begi nni ng of
Prince Hall Masonry being around March 6, 1775,
with the initiation of the Imortal 15, which

were the first 15 African-Anericans initiated
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into Masonry under an Irish Mlitia Lodge, that
then grew i nto what we understand now to be
Prince Hall Masonry.

And why Prince Hall Masonry?

Because Prince Hall was the first Grand Master, a
freed African-Anmerican who there's not a |lot of
i nformation about his early days.

But | wanted to raise the history of
Prince Hall because Masonry to a | arge degree was
kind of a side hustle. Right? | nmean, he was an
abolitionist. Fundanmentally what he was, was an
abolitionist. He actually cane to Masonry
because he had freed hinself and was | ooking for
the opportunity to free other African-Anericans
in Boston in the |late 1700s.

He built schools. He created
opportunities for nmutual assistance. Right?

Much of what's been lost in Masonry is the fact
that early on they were nutual aid societies.
Ri ght ?

As Masons we oftentines tal k about,
you know, burying our dead, which now kind of
sounds weird because we don't think about that as
being a thing that you have to worry about. But

in the 1700s it was. Right? Taking care of
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wi dows and or phans, providing charity in the
community. These are all part of the things that
Prince Hall did that then, once he becane a
Mason, then married beautifully together.

(Sneeze fromthe audience.) Bless
you. We say Masonry -- what we call that in the
African-Anmerican tradition is sneezing on the
truth --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: -- just so you
know.

But we say that Masonry is a
beautiful systemof norality veiled in allegory
and illustrated by synbols. But at its base it
is both a fraternity and a charity. It is a
group of men who have bonded together to provide
nmut ual aid, to support one another, and to help
our famlies, our widows and our orphans.

Qur nmotto in Prince Hall Masonry is
"“Maki ng Good Men Better." It is a notto that has
brought together a nunber of nen of different
religi ous backgrounds, ethnic backgrounds, racial
backgrounds. |It's a fraternity that you can find
literally throughout the world. |1've actually

visited the Grand Lodge in India, which was quite
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an experience.

And so today during Prince Hall Day,
menbers of the Most Worshipful Prince Hal
Grand Lodge of the State of New York and nenbers
of the order of the Eastern Star, Eureka G and
Chapter, here in the State of New York canme to
visit with legislators, interact with them about
nunbers of issues that are going on both
| egislatively and things in the community, have
an opportunity to talk to them about their
concerns, and share with themthe work that they
have been doi ng.

One of the interesting things that
happens in the context of these neetings is that
that legislators quickly find out that the people
that they're neeting now as Masons and as nenbers
of the Order of the Eastern Star, they already
knew, but in other capacities.

And when we | ook throughout our
hi story and we | ook even at our contenporary
society, you will see a nunber of people that you
al ready know that are Prince Hall Masons. People
li ke Charles B. Rangel that we nenorialized
today. People |like David Dinkins. Men like Bil

Thonmpson, who's a forner City Conptroller and
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chair of the Gty University of New York. Men
i ke Al Shar pton.

And when we | ook through history,
we'll find nmen |ike Ral ph Abernathy, right, who
ran the NAACP and was very active in the whole
nmovenent that put Rosa Parks on the bus.

People like A Philip Randol ph, who
headed t he Brot herhood of Sl eeping Car Porters.
In fact, legend tells us that in fact part of the
March on Washi ngton, which A Philip Randol ph
organi zed, was actually organi zed at our
Grand Lodge here in New York at 454 West 155th
Street.

Peopl e li ke Arturo Schomburg, who
was a very active Prince Hall Mason. Right?

And so today | wanted to make sure
that we recogni ze these | eaders in our
communities and the work that they have done not
just in their everyday lives but particularly the
work that they do within their | odges and
chapters. M nyself ama nmenber and actually sit
as the Master of Sons of Kings Lodge No. 123.
|"'ma Past Patron of Sunshine Chapter No. 34, a
menber of Mount Mriah Chapter No. 3 of the

Holy Royal Arch, a menber of Long Island
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Consi story No. 61, in the Scottish Rite, as well
as a nenber of the Mystic Tie Chapter No. 8 of
t he Royal and Sel ect Masters.

And ny Masoni ¢ journey has been one
in which | have not just had an opportunity to
expand ny service and charity in the community
but, nore inportantly, build a lifelong
br ot herhood and sisterhood with the nenbers of
t he society.

And so quickly I'd Iike to ask the
folks to rise on the floor so I can quickly
i ntroduce them

The first, we have our Most
Wor shi pful Grand Master, Reverend Dr. Darren M
Morton, Ed.D. W have the Deputy G and Master
Jean E. Apollon. W have a nenber of the
Trustees, Troy Jackson. W have G and Wrthy
Patron Grant Valentine, as well as the rose of
our great chapter, Marsha Mack, our Grand Worthy
Matron. But certainly not to be forgotten is our
G and Juni or Warden Sandi no Sanchez.

And | wanted to thank them for being
here, thank them for their |eadership, and thank
them for every day answering the call that our

comunity puts out and never wavering and never
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getting tired in doing good.

Before | take ny seat,

M. President, | certainly wanted to thank ny
staff, particularly Justin Chaires, who is the
Wor shi pful Master of Tuscan Lodge No. 85 right
here in Al bany, and Tamara Tucker, my director of
operations, who is a sister at Mount Moriah
Chapter here in Al bany, as well as

Veroni ca Norman, who's a sister at Adah Chapter

i n Schenect ady.

So it is -- teamwrk nmakes the dream
work. And being part of these organizations has
certainly built a teamaround a set of people
with |ike values, but nost inportantly a heart of
servi ce.

Thank you, M. President. And thank
you, Prince Hall Masons and nenbers of the Order
of the Eastern Star.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.
Thank you, Senator Parker, for

i ntroducing this resolution.
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| just wanted to nake sure that |
get the opportunity to recognize the Prince Hal
Masons for all the great work that they do in the
comunity.

It's the time that | get to pay
homage to ny grandfather, Janmes Bailey. He was a
Prince Hall Mason from Johnson County,
North Carolina, specifically Selma. And | used
to always ask him |ike, Wiat is the G club, what
is this Gthing that you go to? And he said it's
the Prince Hall Masons. |It's an order of
br ot her hood.

And he told nme what he could tel
me, not -- no divulging the state secrets or
anything like that. But he told nme that it was
sonmet hing that he took pride in because it was an
organi zation that nmeant something to himand the
comunity.

My grandnot her Lena was al so --
Lena Bailey, Lena Bell Bailey, was a nenber of
the Order of the Eastern Star as well.

And |I'm often asked, if your
grandparents were nenbers, why haven't you
j oined? And the question and the thought process

is that nmy grandparents are | egends. Sonetines
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you' ve just got to let it live where the | egends
are.

And | appreciate all that they've
done and all that you do. Special recognition
goes to the Most Worshi pful G and Master Reverend
Dr. Darren M Mrton, a nan who has nore degrees
than the deodorant aisle in Target. He also --
he's the pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church in
the Gty of Mount Vernon. He's also the city
conptroller of the Gty of Munt Vernon. And
he's actual ly spearheading a financi al
renai ssance in the city because there were sone
tough tines before he got there.

But under his | eadership we're on
the way back. And | imagine that under his
| eadership here with the Prince Hall Masons, you
guys are in great hands.

So, M. President, | proudly vote
aye on the resolution and again, thank you for
comng up to our State Capitol, and thank you for
all the work that you do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Cl eare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
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M. President.

It is with great pleasure and pride
that I stand in support of this resolution.

| want to thank Senator Kevin Parker
for every year doing this. [It's so inportant.
"' m so happy that he does the resolution, but I
do get a little jeal ous because Prince Hall is in
my district. But we can share. Because they
belong to all of us.

" mthe proud daughter of a Prince
Hal | Mason, |'Ill shout him out today, Levi
Cleare. He's no longer with us. But -- and |
i ke Senator Bail ey, they' ve asked nme how cone
you've never. But | think that he just -- I'm
going to |l eave that where it is, because he was
just that guy to nme and to so many.

But I want to thank Prince Hall and
| want to thank the Eastern Stars for the work
that they do every day in all of our conmunities
and for being one of the first organizations that
| ever knew of that did charity in our own
community. People that |ooked |ike us, people
that lived with us who every day, w thout
recognition, wthout pay, w thout fanfare, just

did what they knew was right.
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And | just appreciate that exanpl e,
and | know that it has influenced ny life and
what |'ve done in this world. So | thank you so
much.

| want to recognize -- well, there's
a few of nmy constituents here today. But | ran
into one today at the hotel, Larry Bl acknan.
don't know if he's still here.

But | know so many of you canme up
today. And I'mvery, very proud to see this
organi zati on recogni zed here in our State
Capi tol .

Thank you so nmuch. Thank you agai n,
Senat or, for bringing them here.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton on the resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Parker, for
bringing this resolution to the floor. |It's been
a trenendous honor to get to know everyone today.
But | have to give a special shout out to the
Silver Lake Lodge. | have Troy Jackson here,

fromStaten |Island, who's here with us.
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And | want to talk a little bit
about Silver Lake Lodge. Silver Lake Lodge hol ds
a di stinguished place in Staten |sland Masonic
history. |It's celebrated as the first and only
| odge on Staten Island and has an over 100-year
hi story.

Throughout its century-1|ong
exi stence, Silver Lake Lodge has been deeply
involved in community service, often in
col laboration with the Silver Queens. 1've had
the honor to cone visit the | odge and speak at
it. | think it's actually one of the very first
things | did when | got elected to the Senate.

So it's anazing to see you all here
today. | actually got a text fromDr. Al Curtis
that his son, Dr. Al Curtis, Jr., was recently
el evated to Illustrious Grand I nspector General.
So congratulations to him

And | know wi thin your mdst you
have politicians, doctors, business owners,
| awyers, you nane it. And it's such a trenendous
testament to your history. And | thank you for
bei ng here.

And | thank you, Senator Parker, for

bringing this resolution to the fl oor.
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| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ober acker on the resol ution.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,

M. President.

And, Most Worshipful, welcome to the
Senat e chanber, and the distingui shed Most Wrthy
Mat ron and Patron, wel cone to Al bany.

You know, |'mcel ebrating 40 years
of being a Mason. |'ma Past Master and a past
state office G and Steward for the State of
New York. So Masonry has been a big part of ny
life grow ng up.

And who woul d have thought that when
| cane to the Senate that | woul d have sonet hing
so in comon with one of ny coll eagues,

Senat or Parker. W both are good orators. One
speaks maybe a little | onger than the other;
we'll let you determ ne who that m ght be.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR OBERACKER: W -- and we're
brothers, we're Masonic brothers. And that is
sonmet hing that when it cones to all the debates
and all the issues that we bring forward, that

will always, always ring true and give us a
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foundation to nove on respectfully.

So, Most Worshipful, may we al ways
neet on the level. Welcone.

And Senat or Parker, thank you for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank the | eader and
Senat or Parker for starting this wonderful
tradition of having the Masons conme here and have
an opportunity to network and talk to nenbers in
bot h houses today, have an opportunity to go to
the Assenbly and to nove around and to just show
people their majesty and their dignity.

| want to shout out Lebanon Lodge in
Queens, where | have the honor of being nade a
Mason t hrough Lebanon Lodge and have the
opportunity to work with them

| just want to tal k about the fact
t hat the Masonic focus, as has been said, is
focused on charity or focused on giving back.

|"ve worked with Lebanon Lodge on many projects
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fromgiving back to the community, where they

t ake al nost every weekend where they're doing
sonmething to help the community one way or

anot her, through charity drives to give-backs to
working to hel p new nothers or to new parents, to
havi ng opportunities to give children an
opportunity to see people in a different |ight,
to see adults acting in a way that woul d nake a
child proud.

The Masoni ¢ communi ty has never
failed to be part of our community's life.

So | just wanted to rise and thank
all of you for being here today. | continue to
| ook forward to seeing you in different aspects
of our community, as you are true | eaders of our
comunity.

So thank you, M. President, for
allowing nme to salute the Masonic conmunity.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

| too want to thank Senator Parker
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for bringing this resolution, and take this
nonment to recogni ze ny chapter because | ama
sister of the Order of the Eastern Star,
Lorel ei Chapter 581.

And it has been an honor to be a
part of this organization, this nmovenent, this
| egacy for the work that has been done, the
people, the wonen that |'ve nmet, it truly has
been a blessing to be in their graces, and
buil ding on a | egacy of community and protecting
our nei ghborhoods and our comrunity.

And on to today, where we can -- |
feel like sharing our secret because for the
| ongest tinme it's |like you don't say that you
are, but you do the work |ike you are. And it's
al ways a lovely surprise when | am neeting peopl e
and when they see maybe ny pin or sone colors
that 1'mwearing or something to know that | am a
sister, when | get the secret handshake, it's
just -- it's always fun

But | truly thank everyone for
com ng up here, and each of your chapters around
the state, thank you for the work that you're
doing in uplifting our conmunities and providing

the need that sonetines is not there, and for
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| eaving the |l egacy strong as it has al ways been.

So thank you. | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Fernandez.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on February 4th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 450. Please read
its title and recogni ze Senator Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 450, by
Senat or Mayer, menorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimJune 21, 2025, as Yoga Day in
the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Bef ore
Senat or Mayer begins, | just want to rem nd the
house to pl ease nmai ntain decorum as Senator Mayer

has the fl oor.
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Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.
SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

And | rise to speak on behal f of
this resolution declaring June 21st as Yoga Day
in the State of New York

And | know ny guests who are
supporting this have exercised the greatest
skills of yoga by their patience and tenpered
response wat ching the Senate today.

And it truly is a tribute to yoga
and the ability to have a peaceful method of
dealing with conflict in the world that has made
yoga such a powerful voice for peace and persona
har nony.

The world yoga conmunity is nuch
| arger than we ever anticipated. Wen yoga was
introduced into the United States, it was sort of
a new phenonenon. Now it has becone established
in every conmmunity in the United States and
certainly here in New York. And if you were
present in the Well earlier today, you could have
engaged in sonme of the yoga postures, let by
Quruji, our renmarkable | eader, who is a

wor | d-renowned yogi and interfaith mnister. And
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|"ve had the pleasure of taking his class and
learning fromhim | do need to practice, but we
all could use the practice.

The community that is here on behalf
of World Yoga Day and New York's Yoga Day
represents really a trenmendous credit to their
perseverance in ensuring that New York is an
i nclusive community of different traditions that
can be shared by all faiths.

And that is one of the secrets of
yoga. It is not areligion. It is a practice.
W all could learn fromit. W certainly could
learn fromit in this chanber. The qualities of
striving for world peace that drive yoga are
sonmething that we all need to find a path to do
better.

And |'m so pleased to have ny guests
here today, including Guruji, as | nentioned, who
has been a leader in the UN in the efforts to
decl are Wrld Yoga Day.

And to all of our guests, | hope
that you will give themthe cordialities of the
house and express our appreciation. As you know,
M. President, nmany of themare fromthe State of

Kerala in India, which is a very inportant part
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of the Indian-American conmunity in New York
But it goes way beyond those that come from
Kerala to beconme an absolute part of the fabric
of all of our communities.

| proudly vote aye, and | hope you
will give our guests the privileges and
cordialities of the house.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Mayer, for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

| just have to recognize that we do
have sone constituents in the house here today.
And just |ooking at you, | feel calner. So thank
you for being here.

| do think that this is an inportant
practice that every person in this roomcould
probably benefit from So thank you for being
here. Happy Yoga Day. And thank you again,

Senat or Mayer.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 11th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease read the
title of previously adopted Resolution 432 and
recogni ze Senator Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 432, by
Senat or Mayer, menorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim My 15-June 15, 2025, as
Tourette Syndrone Awareness Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer .

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

And |'m proud to again reintroduce
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this resolution declaring May 15th to June 15th
as Tourette Syndrone Awareness Month in New York
St at e.

| think we all were aware of
Tourette Syndrone over the years, but it wasn't
till a constituent of mne, Maura Carlin, in
2019, shortly after I was elected, wote ne about
her son Jack who was di agnosed at about age seven
with Tourette's and the chall enges that he faced
as a young man in school subject to the
stereotypes and the bullying that go with those
that suffer from Tourette Syndrone.

And t hrough the anmazi ng work of the
Tourette Association of America, he becane a
Yout h Ambassador for their program giving
hi rsel f the confidence and pride to be able to
tal k about Tourette's, and al so encouragi ng
awar eness and di spelling the stereotyping and
some of the very negative inages, frankly, that
have really harmed the Tourette's conmunity.

| want to read a paragraph in an
article she wote which said: "A big shift
occurred when ny son began advocating. It gave
hi m power and agency. The TAA and our | ocal

chapter have a Youth Ambassador program where
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youth with Tourette Syndrone go into schools and
conmuni cate to increase awareness of TS

"One of his earliest presentations
as a young man was to our town board, who were
conpassi onate and shared stories of their |oved
ones with TS. Qher tines he joined other Youth
Anbassadors at elenmentary and middle schools to
teach about TS and hopefully inspire tol erance.™

Each year we've been able to have

the Mario Cuonp Bridge |it up for Tourette

Syndrome Month in the State of New York. | am
confident we'll have it done again this year.
But | just want to thank ny

constituents and all of those throughout the
State of New York whose either children or |oved

ones have Tourette Syndrone. They have the

courage to deal with it. W need to find a cure.

But in the interim |et us recognize them give
voice to their challenges, and work ourselves on
getting rid of our prejudices and stereotypes
t hat have hurt the treatnent of
Tourette Syndrone.

And |'m proud to vote aye

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick on the
resol ution.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

And | want to thank ny col |l eague
Senat or Mayer for her advocacy on this issue and
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

| proudly support the resol ution
that says that May 15th to June 15th of 2025 is
Tourette Syndrone Awar eness Month in New York
St at e.

| al so have a constituent who raised
this issue for me and has made an incredible
i npact on nme: Joe Petraro, of East Rockaway, who
is currently age 12, has al ready graduated
hi gh school, authored a book, enrolled in
col | ege, advocated in Congress, and | aunched a
ki ndness canpaign that's making a difference in
our comunity.

Joe said that he was initially put
into a special ed class until a teacher realized
he was a genius. His 1Qis 168. So he's a
remar kabl e young man who has turned his

disability -- what we mght think of as a
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disability -- into advocacy on behalf of this
very inportant issue.

He has started a "Be Kind" canpaign
to rai se awareness about Tourette's, fight the
stigma, and pronote kindness and nental health
support, especially for kids and teens who often
feel like no one understands what they're going
t hr ough.

He's even raised noney to all ow kids
in Sloan Kettering in the city to have speci al
vi deo ganes.

So he's really an incredible
i ndividual, and I'mso proud to know him He
inspires us to lead with kindness. And | want to
thank himand his famly -- his nom Anne has been
an incredible advocate for him

So | proudly vote aye and, again,

t hank you, Senator Mayer, for bringing this
resolution to the floor.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 4t h.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
Resol ution 1098, by Senator Stavisky. Please
read its title and recogni ze Senator Bailey first
on that resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1098, by
Senat or Stavi sky, wel com ng the students,
teachers and adm nistrators of the Bronx High
School of Science to the |egislative chanbers in
Al bany, New York, on May 28, 2025, and
recogni zing the school's historic contributions
to education, science, and civic |eadershinp.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Stavisky, for
introducing this resolution and allowi ng nme the
opportunity to speak first on it.

Bronx Science gave nme a lot. Not
just a great high school education, what |
believe to be the best high school in the world,
but that's just ne -- but it gave ne a sense of

belief in nyself, that | could achieve at high
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| evel s.

It's considered to be a specialized
hi gh school, a very rigorous academ c
environment, and | was able to survive that
envi ronnment and continue to go through.

And I"'mgrateful to that school for
teaching me many things. Not to judge a book by
its cover would be the | argest one.

You' ve heard nme speak often --
probably too much -- about basketball, but | was
on the basketball team at Bronx Science. And
there was an article in the New York Tines called
"Basketball Nerds Get the Last Laugh." | have
this article framed in ny office, and if anybody
wants to see it, because it tells the story of
our team that when we went to school s throughout
t he Bronx and throughout the city, people saw the
nanme on the front of our jerseys and inmediately
underestinmated us. And two halfs later they'd be
down by 40 poi nts wonderi ng what happened. The
teachers taught me not to underestimte or judge
a book by its cover.

They al so gave nme a hell of an
education, with really incredible alumi |ike

M chael Kay, the voice of a non-Mets baseball
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team the fanous Neil deG asse Tyson; the civil
rights | egend Kwanme Turé, Stokely Carmchael. |If
you | i ked eighties hip-hop, Christopher "Kid"
Reid, fromKid 'n Play, of the | egendary House
Party, was a Bronx Science alum [|f you watched
The Fresh Prince, the second nom-- not the
first -- Daphne Maxwell Reid, is a Bronx Science
alum If you watched the Houston Astros --
agai n, sorry, Yankee fans -- the voice of the
Houston Astros, Robert Ford IIl, is also a

Bronx Sci ence al um

W have incredible alunms, but we
al so have two other really incredible aluns in
this chanber: The first woman el ected to the
New York State Senate in Queens County, in Toby
Ann Stavi sky; and the first Asian-Anerican
elected citywide in the Gty of New York
John Liu.

It is an honor to be able to serve
wi th such | egends and that we conme fromthe sane
hi gh school lineage. | stand on their shoul ders.

And the kids were here today, they
had to leave a little while ago -- it was a very
busy day, M. President. But |I'm always proud to

be a Wl verine, and | vote aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senator Liu on the resol ution.

SENATCR LI U M. President,
Senat or Bailey already said everything | wanted
to say, so | agree with everything he said.

Bronx Sci ence was sone of the best
years of ny life. And this year | get to relive
it by attending ny 20th reunion -- 30th reunion.
Ckay, 40th reunion

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U Jeez.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U: We're going to be
recounting sonme great tinmes. And ny class has
al ways been very tight, and |I'm | ooking forward
toit. And | thank Senator Stavisky for putting
this resolution together.

Senator Bailey and |, and sonetinmes
Senat or Stavi sky, we often attend events at our
al ma mater and proudly do so, in recognition of
the fact that the school and we as aluns still
have so nmuch to offer to many nore generations of
future | eaders, scientists, mathematicians, and

basket bal | pl ayers.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Liu. Congratulations on your
reuni on.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

M. President. As the forner PTA president of

t he nunber-one feeder school to New York City's
ei ght specialized high schools, | can't not speak
about Bronx Science and wel come themto the
Senate fl oor.

| think Senator Bailey and Senator
Liu forgot to nmention that Bronx Science is
sol ely responsi bl e for produci ng seven Nobel
Prize winners. And that is a record unsurpassed
by any high school in Anerica.

In fact, the specialized eight high
schools in New York City produced an
unprecedented total of 15 Nobel Prize w nners,
and that's the reason why ny daughter, through
her life, strived to be in one of those
speci al i zed high schools -- not Bronx Science,
|"msorry to say.

But wel come to our fol ks from Bronx

Sci ence. And we nust do what we can to preserve
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t hese fantastic schools that absol utely produce
the best scientists and | eaders of our society,
as well as business peopl e and such.

Thank you. | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chan.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you.

| rise today in order to say Bronx
Hi gh School of Science is in ny famly. M
daught er who's now 49, she graduated from nedi cal
school and she was an energency room pediatrician
in Washington, D.C. for 12 years, and now she's
wor ki ng in an urgent care.

But when she got her test scores,
she said that she wanted to go to Bronx Hi gh
School of Science, not to Stuyvesant, even though
she scored hi gh enough to get into Stuyvesant.

So |'"m proud of her.

She ran track at Bronx Hi gh School
of Science. Even though it's in the Bronx, we
lived in Manhattan at that time. But the nost
important thing, that's where she wanted to go.

And |'m happy to hear ny col |l eagues
tal k about Bronx H gh School of Science. And
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hopeful | y her nane, Saadi yah Jackson, will be in
the record here in the New York State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Jackson.

Senat or Stavisky to close on the
resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

And to Senator Jackson, | couldn't
go to Stuyvesant when | graduated from el ementary
school because the -- Science was accepting
girls. Very few schools did. Wich is
interesting, | think.

| thank ny col |l eagues, particularly
Senat or Bailey and Senator Liu. It's amazing to
nme that we have three graduates in the State
Senate. And nore in the Assenbly, additiona
gr aduat es.

But as | said, Science was founded a
little over 85, 86 years ago, and al nost
i mredi ately they started accepting girls.
Stuyvesant did not. Brooklyn Tech did not. And
in fact, | have taught at Brooklyn Tech, which is
anot her good specialized high school, but they

didn't accept girls at the tinme.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4156

There are -- | thought the nunber
was ni ne, but can you inmagi ne seven or nine,
what ever the correct nunmber is, Nobel Prize
Wi nners? That's not sonmething to, as
Senat or Parker said, sneeze at.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Seriously.

We have an amazing record over these
years. Not only am| a graduate, my son
graduated a year after Senator Liu from Science.
And it provides an opportunity for children, for
young people to succeed if they so choose.

| ama firmbeliever in the
speci ali zed high schools. W've got to inprove
the diversity, wi thout question. But if you take
a look at us, we are diverse. W originally cane
fromthree separate boroughs. W represent, here
t oday, different kinds of constituencies. And
yet we have this conmmon thenme of opportunity.

|"m proud to say that ny class, we
get together one or twice a year for dinner and
we tal k about our teachers, as everybody el se
does.

So again, | thank ny coll eagues for

supporting this resolution. And hopefully they
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will continue to serve the people of our city for
many years to cone.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| nmust say |'mfeeling alittle
i nsecure about Long Island City Hi gh School after
t hat --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: -- after that
exposition. No Nobel Prize wi nners fromny
school

kay, M. President, | nove to adopt

t he remai nder of the Resol ution Cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the renmai nder of the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol utions 1098 and 1099, please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Resol uti on Cal endar has been adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The sponsors of
t he various resolutions we took up today would
like to open them for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's a report
of the Finance Comm ttee at the desk. Please
t ake that up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
fol | owi ng nom nati on.

As comm ssi oner of the Departnment of
Envi ronnental Conservation: Amanda B. Lefton.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee, and then
recogni ze Senator Krueger, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Finance Comm ttee, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.

Senat or Krueger on the nom nation.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

So |l amrising to nomnate for full
confirmation on the floor of the Senate, as the
new comm ssi oner of the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Conservation, Amanda B. Lefton.

She had the chance to listen to many
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resol utions today on many different issues. So |
t hought after yesterday's joint neeting of

Fi nance and Environnental Conservation that we
had covered a very broad set of topics, but |

t hi nk she and her col |l eagues and famly here
today now see howreally interesting the Senate
is any given day on what we take up.

And then you can stick around to
hear a fascinating debate on an inportant
environnent bill soon after, if you |ike.

|"mvery proud to say that Anmanda
has the votes to cone to the floor. She was an
extraordinarily inpressive nonm nee by the
Governor who has worked in and out of government
on so many of the issues that are chall engi ng us
on the environnental front, on the clinmate change
front, on the making sure we are protecting our
parks and our wi |l derness and our air and our
water in New York State.

There m ght not be anyone with as
|arge a portfolio as the DEC conm ssioner. And |
feel after an hour and a half, or close to that,
of questioni ng yesterday, nost of ny coll eagues
who were there actually agree she's ready for the

job. And perhaps now nore than ever, we need as
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a state to be strong and focused on a critical
envi ronnment al agenda because we're just not sure
how many partners we have at the federal |evel on
all of these issues.

| know that my coll eague Pete
Har ckham who is the chair of the En Con
Commttee, would like to speak on Amanda's behal f
as wel | .

So thank you so nuch for your
willingness to do this work. And you have a big
j ob ahead of you, and we're counting on you.

Thank you. |'m pleased to pass over
to Pete Harckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Har ckham on the nom nati on.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Krueger, for
an excellent joint hearing yesterday.

Senat or Krueger nentioned
Acting Comm ssioner -- for another couple of
m nutes, at least -- Lefton really inpressed,
fielding 90 m nutes worth of questions, many

poi nted, on a variety of topics.
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She comes with the support of the
envi ronnmental conmunity. Many in the
envi ronnmental conmunity are very excited by
Amanda Lefton being nom nated to head DEC. She
has, in her few nonths as acting comm ssi oner,
been very proactive at reaching out not just to
nme as chair of the commttee, but many nenbers.

She's very accessible. And she is
going to be leading a really fabul ous team at
DEC, but at a very challenging tine. As
Senat or Krueger nentioned -- nore politely than
woul d -- we have no partners in Washi ngton right
now. And so it's essential that we in New York
mai ntai n our | eadership position.

W're also in a challenging tine
wi th energi ng contam nants of PFOS and PFOA. W
still can't forget about air-quality issues, the
i ssues of our environmental justice communities,
sonmet hing the federal governnent wants us to just
wash under the rug, and we take seriously in
New Yor k.

So she's got her hands full. But I
firmy believe that she is up to the job. | am
confident she is up to the job. But as any

commi ssioner, she will only be as successful as

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4163

we enpower her to be, as her boss, the Governor,
allows her to be, and the NGOs and the advocates
educate and inform her to be.

So | amvery enthusiastic about this
appoi ntnment. Amanda Lefton is the right person
at the right time for DEC, and | will proudly be
voti ng aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senat or Murray on the nom nati on.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President.

Let nme start by saying finally,
finally we're doing it right. One candidate, one
vote. W're actually voting on the candi date and
her merits, and | so appreciate that we're doing
it right this tine.

| had the privilege of actually
nmeeting with the acting comm ssioner in ny office
one-on-one about a nonth or so ago. Com ng from
Long Island, we have a | ot of environnental
i ssues on Long Island that we have to address and
deal with -- very, very inportant. And | was

very inpressed with what | saw in speaking with
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her. | think she's ready, willing and able to
wor k together to address those issues.

So |l will be proud to be voting yes
today for two reasons. One, because | think
she's highly qualified and | support her, but
al so because we're finally doing it right.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Serrano on the nom nation.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

| rise to commend the nom nation of
Amanda Lefton for conm ssioner of DEC |
congratul ate the Governor for putting forth such
a good candidate. And in ny nearly 21 years
here, a good part of that 1've known Anmanda to be
a trenendous and staunch advocate for the
envi ronnent and for green spaces, as chair of the
Senate Conmittee on Parks, and over the years
t hrough her work either in government or out of
government, advocating for green spaces, for
connecting nore conmunities to our green spaces
and ensuring that they are viable and safe for
generations to cone.

So | look forward to your tenure.
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And agai n, congratul ations.

And | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
guestion is on the nom nation.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
nom nation, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Skoufis, Walczyk
and Wi k.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nom nee i s confirned.

Pl ease rise be and recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Al'l right.
Let's take up the cal endar.

(Reacti on anong nenbers.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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112, Senate Print 1525, by Senator May, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
121, Senate Print 1723, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunb
132, Senate Print 120A, by Senator C eare,

to anmend the Public Service Law.

bi |

er

an act

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Sen
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes, thank y
M. President.

Extrene weat her events seemto
here with us to stay. And in the Northeast
New York City, we have had 8-degree days in
January and 95-degree days in July. That r
of tenperatures underscores why the bill be
us is so inportant.

Wth the average utility bil

| the

-)

at or

ou,

be

ange

fore

f or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4168

New Yor kers being over $200 a nonth, many tines
i ndividuals and their famlies nust carry a
bal ance in order to pay for other necessities of
life.

When this happens, a bal ance due on
one's electric or gas bill should not nean
New Yorkers risk their lives during the warnest
and col dest days of the year. This bill is about
heal th, safety, and quality of life.

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 132, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
165, Senate Print 119, by Senator C eare, an act
to anend the Energency Tenant Protection Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

Over the past several decades entire
rent-stabilized buildings have been acquired by
investors for the sol e purpose of deregul ation
and extreme profiteering, as opposed to
st ewar dshi p.

The nost incredible exanple of this
was when Ti shman Speyer acquired Stuy Town- Peter
Cooper Village and pronptly lost $2 billion and
def aul ted upon their nortgage, declaring
bankruptcy. If only life for the residents of
such buil di ngs was so easy.

The | egislation before us is
necessary because the structure of LLCs can be
made so conplex that literally years go by
wi t hout the government, under HCR or HPD,
tenants' rights organi zations, or private

citizens being able to uncover who the beneficial

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4170

owner of their building may be, though the water
may be out, the heat failing, the ceiling
crunbling and so forth.

The good actors in the housing space
have no problemtelling us who they are. But as
for some of the others, we need to know. And
being tied up in nystery serves no useful public
pur pose.

This bill is about accountability
and transparency, and it deserves everyone's
support. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 165, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, Cooney, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Mttera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

291, Senate Print 699, by Senator Krueger, an act
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to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. this
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 291, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Scarcell a- Spanton, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
369, Senate Print 4423, by Senat or Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to amend the Estates, Powers and Trusts
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 369, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Cooney,
Fahy, Giffo, Cberacker, O Mara, C. Ryan, Stec
and Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
484, Senate Print 707, by Senator May, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 484, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, Gllivan, Giffo,
oer acker, Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Wal czyk and
Vi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
551, Senate Print 3261, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 551, voting in the negative are
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Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Lanza, Martinez, Mattera, O Mara, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
653, Senate Print 2470, by Senator Parker, an act
to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera to explain his vote

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
M. President.

This bill is a tax abatenent bil
for all residents and businesses that install
sol ar panels. And then they install electric
energy storage equi pnent, and you can get sone

type of a tax abatenent.
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Senat or Parker, you're the author of
the bill, and | appreciate, you know, you being
our chairman on the Energy Commttee. And we
have very lengthy discussions with our commttee.

The problemis that this bill does
not di scuss battery storage equi pnent that is
made of lithiumion batteries that could go on
fire. W talk about this a lot. Yes, on fire.
Over 5 percent of any battery storage units have
a chance to go on fire.

About two years ago this body, this
Senat e body here, we passed a bill elimnating
[ithiumion batteries in scooters in New York
City that operated any kind of -- certain
equi pnent with lithiumion batteries, and we all
voted yes in this chanber, a New York City bill.

We are putting our residents and our
famlies and FDNY and all volunteer fire people,
first responders, all in harmis way. There is no
kind of fluid, water, foam powder that wll
extinguish any lithiumion battery fires.
Lithiumion battery fires burn up to 5,000
degrees, everybody -- 5,000 degrees. Put water
onit, it turns to steam

You know, | sit there and say, you
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know what, we cannot take any kind of chances. |
al ways tell ny constituents, make sure you do not
| eave your electric car in the garage. The
percentage is too high to go on fire.

Fire departnents let electric cars
burn to the ground because they cannot extinguish
t hem and put them out.

| have many conversations w th our
fire marshals, fire departnents, in nmy district
and New York State, that have actually been to ny
office. They are happy with the noratoriuns that
we have right now installing battery storage in
my conmunities, in our neighborhood, in the two
towns that | represent.

Battery storage are known to go on
fire in fires that have happened, yes, have gone
on fire in East Hanpton --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mat t er a.

(Overtal k.)

SENATCOR MATTERA: -- the town of
(i naudi bl e) upstate --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera, how do you vote?

(Overtal k.)
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SENATOR NMATTERA: --
(unintelligible) and battery also --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera, how do you vote?

SENATCOR MATTERA: -- that are stil
bur ni ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera, how do you vote? Senator Mattera, how
do you vote?

SENATOR MATTERA: | definitely vote
no. And pl ease, please, everybody, | ask
everybody to vote no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 653, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Mattera, Murray, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Skoufis, Wal czyk and Wei k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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677, Senate Print 2444, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Gvil Rights Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 677, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
744, Senate Print 360, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 744, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
947, Senate Print 946, by Senator Jackson, an act
to amend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
997, Assenbly Bill Nunber 5298, by
Assenbl ynmenber Pretlow, an act to anend the
Local Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
998, Senate Print 5403, by Senator S. Ryan, an
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act to anend the Local Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 998, voting in the negative:
Senat ors Ashby and WAl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1002, Senate Print 1305A, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1022, Senate Print 2224A, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Legislative Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1022, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Mttera, Mirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
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Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1080, Senate Print 354, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1102, Senate Print 17, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1104, Senate Print 2084, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1104, voting in the negative are

Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Rhoads,
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Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1112, Senate Print 2499, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1112, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Miurray, O Mara, Ott, Walczyk and
Vi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1143, Senate Print 664, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1143, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mttera, Mirray,
O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wei k. Also Senator Giffo.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1166, Senate Print 201, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1166, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1182, Senate Print 1462, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1182, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1184, Senate Print 3211, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1190, Senate Print 825, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1190, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1210, Senate Print 598B, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1212, Senate Print 1111, by Senator My, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

Jawoni o i s a wonderful preschool and
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chil dcare provider in Syracuse. Founded in 1969,
it was way before its time in providing inclusive
| earning and care for young children with a very
wi de range of devel opnental and physi cal
abilities.

The fact that Jawoni o functions as
both a daycare and a preschool is great for the
kids and for their parents, but it's a nightnare
for their adm nistrators, who have to conply with
dupl i cate personnel requirenents from OCFS, which
regul ates daycares, and SED, which regul ates
school s.

They deal with different systens of
background checks, different overtinme regi nes,
and ot her confusing and outright conflicting
rul es.

This bill creates a single
streanl i ned process for certification, |icensure,
and operation of schools |ike Jawonio. And we
hope it will facilitate the devel opment of other
such wonderful institutions.

The word "Jawoni 0" derives from an
Onondaga word that nmeans "to set free." And it
isin that spirit that | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1214, Senate Print 1418A, by Senator Liu, an act
to amend the Public O ficers Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1214, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Rhoads
and Wal czyk. Also Senator Martinez.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1216, Senate Print 1464, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1217, Senate Print 1578B, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1218, Senate Print 1961, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anend the State Technol ogy Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1245, Senate Print 329A, by Senator Bailey, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 1245, voting in the negative are

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4195

Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,

Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,

Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:

i s passed.

The bill

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
SENATOR G ANARI S
t he controversial cal endar, please.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
Secretary will ring the bell.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar

Let's take up

The

Number

1216, Senate Print 1464, by Senator Harckham an

act to anmend the Environnental Conservati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
Stec, why do you rise?

SENATOR STEC
M. President.
series of questions.

SENATOR HARCKHAM

Senat or

Good eveni ng,

| f the sponsor would yield for a

Just to clarify,

M. President, this is on the yoga resol ution?

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Yeah, no ki ddi ng.

Al right. Good afternoon,
Chairman. This is ny fifth year in the Senate.
| think we've debated this bill every year.
Through you, if the sponsor would yield.

Affordability is the top concern for
our constituents. Do you know how much this
legislation is currently expected to cost
New York State consumers?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

According to Consumer Reports --
which is kind of the gold standard, not just in
New York but in the United States when it cones
to consuner issues -- it has analyzed this bil
and has reported this will cost New York
consuners zero.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Are you famliar

with the study that was done in 2021 and recently

updated in York University by Dr. Calvin Lakhan,
and his analysis of the cost of the bill?
SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, I amaware of the York University
study. This gentleman does these studies every
time a state or a province in Canada has an EPR
bill. And many people question the assunptions.
So Col unbia University did a study
and found that, at nost -- renmenber, we have
Consuner Reports saying "nothing" and
Col unmbi a University saying, at nost, $4 per
famly for a year. So zero dollars, $48, and
t hen you have the York study, which is way out
here and has been actually wildly off on sonme of
t he studi es they have done in Canada, where al
of the provinces but one have advanced EPR
regul ati ons on the books.
SENATOR STEC: Thank you.
WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
M. President.

So you disagree with the anal ysis
that in 2021 this would cost New Yorkers
$803 mllion -- and that's been updated nore
recently to $1.3 billion, representing an average
househol d grocery increase anywhere from4.25 to
6.75 percent, or $450 to $732 nore per year?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, | do reject the assertion in that
report.

| believe Consuner Reports. There
is no nore of a, shall we say, blue-blood
i ndependent arbiter when it comes to consuner
issues in the United States than
Consuner Reports. And when they say this wll
cost nothing, | would believe them

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: There's a long |i st
of organi zations that have issued nenos of
opposition against this legislation. Again, the
| egi sl ation that we've been tal king about for
several years now seens to change fromyear to
year.

One of the concerns that's been
expressed has been fromthe Coca- Col a Conpany,
where it tal ks about there's a disparity in the
bill as to whether or not drinking containers
that are covered in the recycling laws are or are
not subject to this.

Can you expound a little bit on
that? The concern being that Coca-Cola is saying
that ultimately materials used in their -- in the
beverage industry's packagi ng woul d be consi dered
t oxi ns and woul d not be allowed to be used and
therefore you wouldn't be able to use al um num
cans again in the State of New York's package
law -- or EPR | aw

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, there are two things.

What our col |l eague is tal king about
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is BPA, which is a known toxin. It is possible
to make cans wi thout BPA. However, we have put
wai vers into the bill so that if a conpany cannot
nmeet a certain provision, they individually can
appeal to DEC with a wai ver.

But if | check the |ist of
chemcals -- (conferring} -- it would say that
nost of the bottles and cans al so have exenptions
because they're covered by the Bottle Bill. So
we have | anguage in here that says any beverage
cont ai ner covered by the Bottle Bill currently --
whi ch al um num cans are, so they are exenpt from
this bill.

SENATOR STEC: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: Vel |, | understand
t hat .

But agai n, going back to what
Coca-Col a has said, as well as the New York State

Teansters, they expressed very simlar concerns

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4201

where they did acknow edge that you coul d point
to the bill and say bottles that are -- or cans
that are not subject -- or that are covered by a
deposit are exenpt.

But then el sewhere in the bill
| anguage it tal ks about toxins and it bans
everything. Both the Teansters and Coca-Col a
have expressed the same concern about the
| anguage of the bill. | know that that nay not
be your intent, but their read, their |awers’
reads is that this is going to be an issue for
them Which is why they' ve both issued nenos of
opposi tion.

SENATOR HARCKHAM First of all,
M. President, when we say Teansters, let's be
very careful. This is not the state Teansters.
In fact, we have worked with the state Teansters;
we put |anguage in here for | abor peace
agreenents. W have | abor nenbers who will be on
t he advi sory board. W have worked very closely
with | abor on this.

What we're tal king about is |ocals
who have been pressured by their parent conpany
i n opposition.

So we are very clear and we have
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been very clear since the outset that any bottle

or can that is covered by the Bottle Bill -- not
even some future Bottle Bill, but the current
Bottle Bill -- are exenpt fromthis law. That's

a very clear reading. That is the clear intent
of this litigation. And that's what our counsel
bel i eves as wel | .

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right. Again,
just to be clear, because | want to make sure
we're all -- the New York State Conference of
Teanst ers have requested an amendnent based on
what | was just tal king about, about what it
woul d do to the beverage industry and the banning
of alum num cans, essentially. And the three
groups here are the Teanster Joint Council 16 in
New York, Joint Council 18 in Al bany, and Joint
Council 46 in Buffalo. Thomas Cesual di, Thonas

Quackenbush, and Jeffrey Brylski, the presidents
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of those three. Wre you aware of their
opposi tion?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. W also have 315 distinct
organi zati ons supporting this bill -- public
interest groups |ike Consunmer Reports, public
heal th groups |i ke Physicians for Soci al

Responsi bility, mainstream environmental groups.

Because this is a public health bill, this is an
environmental bill, and this is a bill that wll
punp mllions of dollars into our nmunicipalities

to help themw th their municipal waste streans,
and will save nunicipalities a billion dollars
over 10 years.

So if we talk about who is opposed,
and they're opposed on reasons that are not
appl i cabl e because they are exenpt, let's talk
about the 315 distinct groups and the thousands
of advocates who have worked with us on this bil
who support this bill.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: So do the Teansters
support your -- this |egislation?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, no, they do not.

SENATOR STEC: Ckay, that's what |
t hought .

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

SENATOR HARCKHAM However, | woul d
say that the state organization of Teansters are
neutral on this bill. These are locals, as
opposed to the state unbrella group.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: So you nentioned --
in the previous answer you tal ked about the
muni ci palities in Canada saving an awful |ot of

nmoney on EPR.  Did | hear you correctly?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM No, what --
there was a study done just this year that shows
that in the next 10 years New York's
muni ci palities, under this law, will save a
billion dollars a year in their waste efforts.

And further, because of producer
responsibility, they'll have to invest in
muni ci pal waste and recycling. That will be up
to $250 mllion.

So we're talking a billion in
savings that could be for tax relief, it could be
for teachers, it could be for our fire
departnments, and then another quarter of a
billion dollars. And that's why this is
supported by NYCOM by NYSAC, and by New York
City, because they realize that this will help
t hem financially.

W are drowning, M. President, in
trash and garbage. And who is paying for it?
Qur taxpayers, our nunicipalities, our
constituents -- instead of putting the onus on
t he people who are creating the waste and causi ng
t he pol | uti on.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor

continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: So | can under st and
NYSAC, NYCOM and New York City governnent, you
know, governnent organi zati ons seeing the
opportunity for sonebody el se to pay for what
historically they've been paying and | ooki ng at
their owm bottomlines and saying this is a good
i dea.

My question is in Canada, with the
EPR bills that are in place already, have those
muni ci palities in Canada actually seen those
ki nds of savings that you're anticipating
New York nmunicipalities to see?

SENATOR HARCKHAM (Conferring.)

Through you, M. President. To the
Senator's question, we don't have right now
preci se informati on on whet her the Canadi an
governments have saved noney. W will see if we
can get that in the next two hours, since we'll
be here.

But we do know this was a very
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detail ed study about New York and this bill that
is estimating a billion dollars in savings to
New York nmunicipalities. But we will see if we
can find out about Canada.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

| f the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

SENATOR STEC: Al right. So ny
understanding is that the Canadi an experience has
been that they haven't saved any noney to date.
But we'll wait and about 7:30, 8 o'clock, nmaybe
we can have that answer to that question.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Sur e.

SENATCR STEC: But in the nmeanti ne,
assum ng that we see a billion-dollar savings --
and oh, by the way, again, I'll rem nd everybody
that York University seens to think that this is
going to be a net cost to New Yorkers of
$1.3 billion, or $732 a year per household for a
fam |y-of -four grocery bill.

But let's say, for argunment's sake,

that municipalities do save upwards of a
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billion dollars due to this. |Is there anything
inthis bill that requires those savings to be
passed along to the taxpayers, the consuners? O
will this noney be used -- | mean, can anyone
expect to see their property tax bill go down as
aresult of this bill? 1Is it required in your
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. They could see their tax bill go
down. | would hope that would be one of the
options. But we did not want to dictate that to
our local nmunicipalities. W're a honme-rule
state. Local nunicipalities should be able to
dictate what they want to do with their noney.
And they are held accountable by |ocal voters.

And so that if they save this noney
and they have a surplus in their budget, it
shoul d be up to the I ocal voters to decide what

they do with that noney.

And | would -- | would agree,
property tax relief is badly needed. | think
that would be -- if | were a |ocal supervisor or

mayor, that would be nunber one on ny priority
list. But we also know our fire departnents are

hurti ng, we need nore teachers, we need nore

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4209

social workers. These are the types of things we
can do with that noney that aren't at the expense
of taxpayers.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: Just to be clear, in
the legislation is there anything that requires
t he savings to be passed on to the taxpayers?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, no, we do not. Because we believe
muni ci palities should be free to chart their own
cour se.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: But it stands to
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reason that sonebody is going to be paying for
all of this. And if the nunicipalities are going
to save noney, aren't we just shifting the cost
fromthe taxpayer to the consuner, which is
basically the sane wallet?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. W're saving taxpayers noney.
We're saving taxpayers a billion dollars over

10 years. And through conpanies using | ess raw

mat eri al and | ess packaging, it will cost them
| ess as wel | .

There will be an initial in some
cases cost to retool. And we have a provision in

here that conpanies are eligible for tax credits.
But no, we do not expect to see a cost shift
here.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? WIIl the sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

So do you have any data that would
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show t hat conpanies will save noney through
recycling and using this recycled material you
j ust nentioned?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't believe we have data.

But | would point to a couple of
recent studies -- not studies. There's an
article, | believe it was in Newsday, and then
there are a few others that conpanies on their
own, to address the increased cost of tariffs,
were going with | ess packaging to save noney.

So conpanies can do this. Apple has
al ready done this; they are a hundred percent
conpliant with this. They realize that it's good
for their bottomline as well.

So we believe conpanies in the |ong
run will actually be saving noney by using nore
circular materials and | ess materi al.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR STEC: Thank you. Thank
you, Chai rman.

Al right, so l'mgoing to shift
gears a little bit now | understand there's
seven states -- M nnesota, Col orado, Maryl and
have passed their own versions of EPR bills.
Recently EPR | egi sl ati on was si gned by
Governor Wal z in Mnnesota in May of '24, and
Maryl and Governor Moore signed the |egislation
just a couple of weeks ago.

What makes New York's | egislation
di fferent from Col orado, M nnesota and Maryl and?

SENATOR HARCKHAM | think the
nunber -one factor that makes this bill different
is that we ban toxins. And there are a couple of
reasons we ban toxins. One is the public health
reason to ban toxins, that certain toxins in food
packagi ng | each into the food.

And | bring up the exanple froml ast
year when they tried to scare everybody that we
were going to ban Lunchabl es and so poor Kkids
woul dn't have Lunchables. WlIl, guess what
happened in the | ast year? Lunchables were
pull ed fromthe Federal School Meal s Program

because of excess |levels of |ead and cadm um two
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of the chem cals that we are pulling.

The other thing is you can't
effectively recycle plastic that is contam nated
with chem cals. That's why nechani cal recycling
works with certain things but not nost plastic.
Through you, M. President, we only recycle
6 percent of plastic in the United States. That
is a dismal percentage. The rest goes to
landfills where sone of those chemi cals |each
into our water supply, or it goes to incinerators
where they're burned and it goes into the
at nosphere.

So if we want to have a truly
effective EPR reginme and be able to actually
recycle nore plastic, we have to take the
chem cals out, and that's a major difference.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Earlier this year,

on March 10t h, California Governor Newsom ordered
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Cal Recycl e back to the drawi ng board on the
state's proposed EPR regul ati ons based on
concerns that they would inpose costs to
consuners in that blue state.

California s cost to consuners on
the bill was estimated at the state to be
$300 per household, far different from what you
t hought was zero, much closer to the York study
that | cited earlier.

Does this | egislation go beyond
California' s | aw?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. The issues in California were not
due to the legislation. It was due to political
conplications within their advisory board.

And then they recently came out with
a new report, and they said two things. One,
the -- (conferring).

Thank you, M. President, to
clarify. Thank you for the question.

What California found was that the
entire program if all the costs were just passed
al ong, would be that figure. But there would be
far greater savings on the environnmental and the

health benefits to famlies as well, resulting in
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a net savings to famlies, not costs.

But again, the problens that they
had in California were due to the nmakeup of the
advi sory board, political issues. The executive
director and sone of the board nenbers were
replaced. As we all know, the governor of
California is running for president, and there
were sonme of those issues.

Now, you know, let's go in with our
eyes wide open. W're all adults here, and
there's nothing to say that New York will be
i mune fromthose types of pressures as well.

But | say that to | evel-set that

t hese costs were not -- and the problens they had

in California were not a direct result of the
| egislation. And that report also says that the
savings to consuners will be greater than the
cost to consuners.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR STEC: That argunment sounds
an awful lot like the justification for the
CLCPA, that, you know, it's going to cost
$300 billion to entirely change the way that we
do energy in this state, but the cost savings
will be greater than that.

Agai n, you know, you said Consuner
Reports said the nunber was zero to $4; York said
it was 400 to $732, and California's own
experience -- California's not a red state,
California is very conparable to New York State
including the way it does its own politics. It
seens |ike the governors of both of those states
like to view thensel ves as future presidents.

This is still, any way you slice it,
this lands as a $300, in California's case, to
t he backs of working famlies that are trying to
put food on the table. | nean, $300 is about
what these rebate checks that we're going to be
cutting later this year are, coincidentally.

You're really confortable in saying
t hat taxpayers and consunmers will not see an
increase in their grocery bills, like California
was afraid that they were and scuttled their

pl ans?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. The studies that were done on the
New York bill -- Californiais California. The
studi es that were done on the New York bill
Consuner Reports, the gold standard of consuner
protection in this country, says the New York
bill will cost consunmers zero dollars.

Col unmbi a University | ooked at our
| aw specifically in the context of other |aws and
ot her prograns that had been established, and
| ooked at our |aws specifically, said at the high
end, $4 per famly per nonth. So it could be as
high as $48 or, if you believe Consumer Reports,
zero dollars.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: So again, | continue
to see a parallel track between this and the
CLCPA. And the question that | had then is

simlar to the question that 1'l|l pose to you
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now. Wen do the consuners or the ratepayers or
t he taxpayers, which is basically the sane
person, the resident of the State of New York

start to see that savings show up in their bank

accounts?

Because | don't think anyone's
seeing any savings -- I'mgetting calls that
things are -- prices of energy are going up and

we're about to start getting calls if this
becones | aw that grocery bills are going up.
know t hat everyone's going to try to point the
finger at the tariffs or something el se other
than stuff that we do here to drive costs.

When will consuners start to see
this nmoney show up in their bank account as a
savi ngs?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, it's really, as we've said, up to

the nmunicipalities what they do with the billion

dollars in savings. |It's up to nunicipalities
how t hey spend the $250 mllion investment that
they will get fromthe Producer Responsibility

Organi zation to upgrade infrastructure for
recycling and waste hauling.

And so, you know, this bill is not
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designed to put direct cash into consuners
pockets, but there are also going to be health
savi ngs costs here. Like one of the things that
we haven't discussed, M. President, is the
scourge of nanoplastics. You know, since we | ast
debated this bill last year, and to this year,
t here have been a host of peer-reviewed studies
t hat now di scuss the health inpacts of
nanopl asti cs and m cropl astics on the hunman body.

You know, we first thought of
plastic pollution as just pollution. And then we
t hought about, oh, it's sonething that inpacts
marine life. And nowthere is a growi ng body of
evidence -- so as | stand here today | have
nanopl astics in ny brain, in ny sinuses, in ny
respiratory system in all ny major arteries, in
my circulatory system in my heart, in ny
reproductive organs -- and so do all of you.

And that now has a real health
i mpact. They are biopsying brains and they have
found in cadavers six capfuls of mcroplastics in
people's brains. These are real health inpacts
that are costing our society noney.

And these are the things that we

al so need to think about, is the need to reduce
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plastics in our environment. This is the new
envi ronnmental scourge of our time. W think PFAS
is bad. Qur kids -- we have nanoplastics in
breast mlk, in placentas. W need to address

t hi s.

SENATOR STEC: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATOR STEC: Al right, thank
you, M. President.

Thank you, Chairman Har ckham
appreciate your time on this and your answering
nmy questions.

Again, | go back to -- and | see a
| ot of parallels between this and CLCPA
Frankly, | see a lot of parallels between this
and a lot that we do around here. You know, in
t he nane of, hey, other states are doing this and
we need to do it too, but then we fail to point
out the differences between our | egislation and
what these other states have done. A classic
exanpl e of where we did that was bail reform
Well, there's so nany other states that have done
cashl ess bail. And then when we | ooked at it, we

sai d, You know what, we went far beyond what
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ot her states are doing for cashless bail when we
t ook away judges' discretion and stuff |ike that.

So when | look at this |egislation
conpared to the seven states that are out there,
and California's pulling back on theirs because
they're concerned with cost. And |I'm not
surprised at all that you can get a | ot of
envi ronnmental groups that aren't responsible to
t he taxpayers, they're not responsible to
anyone's wallet or livelihood or their
affordability in this state |like we are supposed
to be. It's very easy to say, are you for nom
and apple pie and no plastics? Yes. That's very
easy to say.

What | amstruck by is in all the
years that |'ve been in the Legislature, | have
never seen so nmany nmenos of opposition from so
many organi zations on this that, frankly, don't
have a lot to do with each other than they know
what they're doing in their industry and they're
trying to conply and they're working with the
federal |evel and they're working with 49 ot her
states, and they're all saying the same thing.

They' re saying, you know, we could

live with it the way these other states have done
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it, but they're pointing to specific things, and
a lot of themare very simlar things that
they're pointing to, whether it's sonme of the
toxins -- they're saying the technol ogy doesn't
exist for a lot of the mandates that are in this
| egislation. The tineline -- | mean the
paral l el s between this and CLCPA are astoundi ng
to me. This is the CLCPA of the recycling world.
The nenos of opposition, ny
col | eagues: Air Conditioning, Heating and
Refrigeration Institute, Anmerican Beverage
Associ ation, American Chem stry Council, American
Cleaning Institute, American Forest and Paper
Associ ation, Association of Hone Appliance
Manuf acturers, Can Manufacturers Institute,
Circul ar Services, Consunmer Technol ogy
Associ ation, the Farm Bureau of New York, Food
| ndustry Alliance of New York, Food Service
Packagi ng I ndustry, Kraft Heinz, Local Union 812,
National Right to Wirk Commttee, National
Super mar ket Associ ation, National Waste and

Recycling Associ ation, New York State Chem stry

Council, Plastics Industry Association, The
Busi ness Council, Consumer Technol ogy, the
Nat i onal Supermarket Association -- those are
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just the ones that canme in this year. There's an
equal nunber of themthat | won't bore you with
that 1'msure they haven't rescinded theirs from
| ast year.

This is going to cost our residents,
our hardworking -- and it's going to hurt the
m ddl e and | ower inconme the hardest, because
you're going to add, depending on whose nunbers
you want to go to -- $48 a year | think is an
overly optim stic nunber, but it's an increase.
No one is saying, hey, you know what, this has
saved, you know, -- and | can tell you this. The
rest of the country is not going to -- the people
that are making the food and shipping it here are
not going to change the way that they're doing it
because New York State's market is so big that
they're going to start -- they're going to not
sell here, and we're going to | ose businesses
inthis state to this law, and this is going to
cost the consuner at the grocery store hundreds
of dollars nore a year, hundreds of dollars that
a lot of my constituents don't have. The phone's
ringing off the hook al ready about the electric
bill, and the next round of phone calls is going

to be the grocery bill.
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For that reason and nmany ot hers that
| think we're about to hear fromin the next hour
and a half fromny colleagues, | will be voting
against this legislation. | encourage all ny
col | eagues to be here in the chanber to do so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Stec.

We'll all practice our yoga poses.

Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. |If the sponsor will yield for a
f ew questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Harckham  Through you, M. President.

Senat or Harckham as the chair of
t he Senate Environnmental Conservation Conmittee,
did you have a chance to review the New York
State Center for Sustainable Mterials
Managenent, the recycling needs assessnent

report, before you wote the D print of this
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bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. You're talking about the DEC
report, right? One of the things that DEC
mentions in their waste managenent plan is the
need for extended producer responsibility for
packagi ng, and they talk -- DEC tal ks about this
all the tine.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you. So
t hrough you, M. President, I'll go on the bill
for a second here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG So the New York
State Center for Sustainable Mterials Managenent
| believe was contracted to assess recycling
needs throughout the State of New York. And what
they did is they | ooked at a nunber of DEC
regi ons across the state, evaluated the nunici pal
solid waste. And what they found was that nore
t han 80 percent of nunicipal solid waste can be
recycl ed, can be reused or conpost ed.

Senat or Har ckham nmenti oned how
plastics -- | think he used the national average

of how -- percentage of how few plastics are
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actual ly recycl ed.

But if I can -- if the sponsor will
yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
in New York State do you know what it is, the
nunber-one material that is going into our
landfills that shouldn't be?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, it's paper.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President. [If | could go on the bill for a
m nut e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel mng on a bill.

SENATCR HELM NG The nunber - one
material identified in the report that should
have been incorporated into this bill where we're
trying to address issues is organic naterial.
It's food waste, it's yard clippings, it's yard

waste, that sort of material.
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So if the Senator will continue to
yield for questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: t he
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
does the bill before us address organic
material s?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, this bill does not address organic
materials. It was not intended to address
organic materials. It was intended to address

packaging materials. And if the Senator is
concerned about organic materials and conposti ng,

as chair of the conmttee | would wel cone her

bill and would love to work with her on a
conposting bill. But this is on a packagi ng
bill, not a conposting bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, on the bill for a nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Soif I were
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chair of the conmttee, | would have | ooked at
t he science before ne, the data before ne. |
woul d have | ooked at the report that the state
paid for and made sure to incorporate those
recommendations into a recycling bill.

But through you, M. President, if
t he sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
as the chair of the Environmental Conservation
Comm ttee, when you were preparing this D draft
did you take into consideration at all maybe
anmendi ng your bill so it's nore consistent to
Senate Bill 5062, which is titled the Affordable
Wast e Reduction Act?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, several things.

Number one, we wote this bil

before that bill was introduced. W nade five
rounds of revisions to this bill, speaking with
i ndustry to address their concerns. 1In the fifth
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print of the bill, we nmade 26 maj or concessions
to address the concerns industry has. So we have
constantly been listening. W have constantly
been addressing i ssues that have arisen.

Now, as for the other bill, there
are sonme very nmjor differences. Qur bil
est abl i shes environnmental standards for
packagi ng; the other bill does not. Qur bill
reduces toxins; the other bill does not. Qur
bill includes both conmercial and residenti al
waste; the other bill did not. Qur bill does not
put the packaging industry in charge. It puts
this Legislature in charge.

How often do we hear on this floor
fromthe other side, Wiy are we just cedi ng our
power to sonebody el se? So we have set the
standards in the |egislation.

Qur bill ensures strong oversight
and accountability; the other does not. W
create an inspector general to ensure that the
programis uphel d.

So there are a number of differences
with our bill. Qur bill was witten first. Qur
bill | believe is nuch nore enconpassi ng. And

that's why we have advanced this bill to the
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fl oor once agai n.

SENATCOR HELM NG M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:

Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG So I'd just like
to point out, despite these conversations with
busi nesses and ot her organi zations, the fact is
that groups that don't typically align -- |abor
groups, business groups, Chanber of Conmerce, the
Farm Bureau -- they have all banded together and
said that they have grave concerns about the bil
before us. That it's going to drive up consuner
costs, especially in the grocery store, and that
it's going to jeopardize the availability of
products that people, especially | owincone
people, rely on.

But through you, M. President, if
the sponsor will continue to yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
| did have a question on vinyl chloride. |Is that
a banned substance under this |egislation?

SENATOR HARCKHAM (Conferring.)
Through you, M. President, yes, it does.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG So,

Senat or Harckham New York State has invested so
much noney, mllions and mllions of dollars --
which | totally support -- to renove and repl ace
asbest os- cont ai ni ng wat er pi pes throughout our
comunities across the state. And in nany areas
t hose asbestos-lined pipes are replaced with PVC

pi ping. And PVC piping is made of vinyl

chl ori de.

So what |'mwondering is, does this
mean our communities -- | think somewhere in this
bill it says that anything that is not exenpt,
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doesn't have a plan, is banned. Does that

i nclude the PVC pipe that is used by so nany
hi ghway departnents and water departnents to
transport safe drinking water?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, no, of course not, because it's
not packagi ng.

SENATOR HELM NG kay. So it's --
t hrough you, M. President, I'll |eave that one
and go on. |If the sponsor will continue to yield
to questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Well, actually, |1
am going to go back to that one.

So if vinyl chloride is used to sea
that PVC piping to deliver it, it's banned. But
if that same PVC pipe is used to transport our
drinking water, that's okay? |Is that what |'m
heari ng?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yeah, if it's

used in the packaging, it is. But if it's not
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part of the packaging, it's not.

And let's be clear. Polyvinyl

chloride is a carcinogen. |It's an
endocrine-disruptor. 1It's been known for its
neurotoxicity. It causes respiratory issues from

prol onged exposure and devel opnental and
reproductive harm

So this not the kind of thing we
want to be packagi ng our consumer goods. |If
we're burying it under roads for culverts and
things like that, that's one thing. And it's
still legal. But to use it in packagi ng would be
illegal under this |aw.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, on the bill quickly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG So | got it. If
t hat product is wapping PVC piping, that
packagi ng part is banned. But if that sane
material is delivering drinking water into the
homes of mllions and mllions of New Yorkers,
under this legislation it's allowed. Got it.

So if the Senator will continue to

yield for a question.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senator, ny
under st andi ng of the Packagi ng Reduction and
Recycling Organi zation is that w thin nine nonths
all producers will be required to register with
one Packagi ng Reduction Organization, which wll
be selected by the DEC. |Is that correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. W revised this |legislation at

t he request of industry to give themthis
structure of the PRO This is what they wanted
There is a draft of the bill where it was nuch
nore DEC-centric. Industry said no, we preferred
the original version, which was this version

And so this is a version that
i ndustry wanted. But sonmeone fromthe state has
to be in charge. So they get together, they have
nine nonths to figure it out. And honestly,
ot her states have done this. There are now a
coupl e of conpanies that have been hired by other

states to run these PROs. These conpani es who
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seemto be screanmi ng the | oudest are doing this
in many other states. They have experience
setting up PROs. So nine nonths is nore than
enough time for themto organi ze and make an
application to the state.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
do you have any idea how nany New York State
producers will be required to register with the
PRO?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, we do not have an exact nunber.

It's any conpany over $5 mllion in revenue or
produces over 2 mllion tons annually in
packagi ng.

So we do not have that exact nunber.
But to Senator Stec's |line of questioning, it

will be far less than California. W're a
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smal | er econony. And they have done this in
seven other states. And the conpanies thensel ves
have experience doing this.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
wi || producers outside of the State of New York
but who do business, bring products into the
State of New York, also be required to register?
And if so, do you have any idea how many nunbers
of producers we're tal king about?

SENATOR HARCKHAM If they sell in
New York, they will be required to. |If they
don't sell in New York, they are not inpacted by

t his.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, 1'd like to go on the bill for a
nmonent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
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Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATCOR HELM NG So | remenber
| ast year when we were going through the budget
time, and we were all surprised by the CDPAP
information that was contained in the budget.
And we tal ked about what the mandate was, is that
we were going to have this single entity and
we're going to do away with -- or we were going
to require all of the consumers and all of their
staff to register with the single entity, and we
were going to do it within a certain tinme frame
and it was going to work.

And | have to say that when | read
this EPR proposal, | have visions of the sane
t hi ng happening with this programthat we're
seei ng happening with the CDPAP, the failure.
Because it's -- we just don't have a good
under st andi ng of what is required.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield for a question.

SENATOR HARCKHAM M. President,
m ght | just respond to the Senator's conments?
And then |'d be happy to yield for a question.

| would just say once again that

this is the structure that the producers
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requested. This is the structure that has been
in the other states where this has been
i mpl enent ed.

The conpanies -- this is not about
consuners. The PRO is about the conpani es who
produce packagi ng and nmarket in New York State
have done this in other states and have
experience doing it.

Happy to yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor yields to questions.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

So the PRO has very -- a large
responsibility. They have to devel op the plan,
do data collection, determ ne reinbursenment
rates, collect fees, reinburse departnents and
ot her state agencies. They have to -- they're
responsi ble for the distribution of funds to
| ocal governnments, educational, providing
t echni cal assistance and so much nore.

But | want to focus just for a
nmonment on the duties that include determning
fees, collecting paynents, and di sbursing funds.

What does the bill include in terns

of | anguage to make sure that, you know, one
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organi zation -- an appoi nted organi zation who is
both determ ning rates, collecting paynents, and
di sbursi ng paynents -- to make sure that
everything is audited correctly, it's legitimate,
we don't run into probl ens?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
That's a very good question, M. President.
That's why we have an inspector general for this
programthat we have identified in the bill.

Because to your point, we want to
make sure that everything is aboveboard,
everything is being audited, everything is being
done appropriately. And so the PRO cones up with
their plan, and then that plan nust be approved
by DEC.

And so if DEC sees sonething am ss,
they go back to the drawi ng board, they fix it.
Once that plan is approved, then they begin
maki ng i nvestnments. Sone of those paynents are
going to our rnunicipalities to nodernize
wast e-sorting and recycling technol ogy. For
i nstance, that our -- nmany of us have MRFs in our
communities, material recycling facilities.

Those will get significant investnments to help

process waste and sort recycling nore
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ef fectively.

But to the Senator's point, there
will be a lot of noney noving through this
organi zation, and we want to nmake sure that it's
al | aboveboard. And that's why we have created

the position of an inspector general to do those

audi ts.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President. Wien | read the bill -- I'm going
to go on the bill for a nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Under the PRO it
doesn't say anything about an inspector general
auditing anything, it just sinply says audited
financi al statenents.

| have a question for the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM I will.

SENATCR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
have you consulted or have you asked the state
conptroller to review the process for naking sure
that everything is done aboveboard?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
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M. President, we have not. \What we have done is
we have | ooked at | anguage that has worked in
ot her states for the | anguage for this section.

And then we have gone above and
beyond and we have added the office of inspector
general to make sure that the plan works
accordingly and all of the paynents are
aboveboar d.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President --

SENATOR HARCKHAM If I may say --
all right. Al right. So the exact |anguage, to
your point, Senator, the recycling inspector
general shall evaluate the prograns and
organi zati ons created pursuant to this
properly -- that they are -- no, I'msorry. To
this -- I"msorry.

The inspector general shall evaluate
progranms and organi zations created pursuant to
this title on an annual basis and shall ensure
such organi zations are functioning properly and
that all organi zations and producers are in
conpliance with the requirenents of this section.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

M. President, on the bill. |
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didn't hear anything in there about audited.

And again, | go to Section N where
it sinply says "audited financial statenments."”
It doesn't require the audit to be done by an
external third party. |It's very unclear. M
recommendation is ask the State Conptroller to
take a | ook at that.

But | would like to ask the sponsor
to yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG So one -- during
the | ast debate there was a question about
containers that are subject to the Bottle Bill
And | think the response | heard is that those
containers are exenpt fromthis |anguage.

But nmy read is that it's
guestionabl e at best on whether or not those
types of containers, which is basically a | ot of
beverage containers, are actually exenpt because
the bill doesn't define packagi ng.

And when you read the toxics
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provi sion section, it says (reading) applying to
al | packagi ng, including sone or all of those

cat egori es of packagi ng ot herw se exenpt fromthe
bill's EPR nmandates, such as those containers
subject to the Bottle Bill.

So based on what the -- Senator
Har ckham what you said, nmy understanding is your
intent is to exenpt containers that are subject
to the Bottle Bill. But would you agree that
this bill | anguage needs sone cl eanup work?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President. And thank you, Senator, for the
guesti on.

| just want to find the exact
section of |anguage, and we are -- where it says
Section 14, packaging material or materials, and
then it is laid out below. And subparagraph (f)
clearly says "Beverage containers subject to a
returnabl e contai ner deposit under Title 10 of
this article."

So any beverage that is subject to a
returnabl e contai ner deposit -- soda cans, Coke
and Pepsi, beer cans, Budwei ser, Bud Light,

Coors -- all of those are not subject to this

law. It is very clear.
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SENATOR HELM NG Thank you for
that clarification, Senator Harckham

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATCR HELM NG Clear as nud, in
nmy opi ni on.

But | amgoing to go on the bill.
appreci ate Senator Harckham s responses.

Earlier Senator Harckham rmade the
coment that we're all adults. And | couldn't
agree nore. Like | said, despite the fact that
we have organi zati ons who have cone together who
typically don't -- |abor, right, unions, we have
had Chanmbers of Commerce, we have had Farm

Bureau. And we've had hundreds of busi nesses who

have said this bill is going to drive up consuner
cost, this bill is going to make products that
consuners rely on on an everyday basis -- popul ar

food itens, household cleaning itens, and so nuch
nore -- unavail abl e.

And by the way, these hundreds and
hundr eds of busi nesses who have witten in -- and
as Senator Stec said, | have never received so

many letters in opposition in nmy nine years on
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this floor. But these businesses, they're
recogni zed worl dwi de. They're sustainability
experts and | eaders in their field.

These are conpanies like Barilla,
Bal dwi n Ri chardson Foods, Mdtt's, Seneca Foods,
Kraft Heinz, Dr. Pepper. W now have Fairlife
and Chobani. In our area, M. President, in the
greater Rochester-Finger Lakes region, we have
nore than 250 food and beverage manufacturers and
suppl i ers enpl oying nore than 10,000 people, and
hopefully that nunmber's going to continue to grow
with Fairlife, and with Chobani's expansions.

But who knows, because their packaging materials
coul d be banned under this |egislation.

And when | think of acting as an
adult, what |'mthinking about as a Senat or and
as an adult here on this floor is about every
single working parent, every famly who's on a
ti ght budget, every single poll that shows, over
and over again, New Yorkers want us to address
affordability, cost of living. And they rely on
t he conveni ence and affordability of so many of
t hese products that these busi nesses produce and
that are going to be banned under this bill.

W need to work on a nore bal anced
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approach to protecting our environnent and
protecting | ocal enployers, |ocal jobs, and
consuners who are already struggling wth higher
costs. And there are alternatives. There are
solutions to do just that. So many of them are
outlined in this taxpayer-funded study, Current
Recycling Systens in New York. The
recommendat i ons were not considered or
incorporated in this bill.

W al so have the Affordable Waste
Reduction Act, another Majority menber's bill,
Senate Bill 5062, that is a nore workable and
reasonabl e solution to keep plastics and ot her
materials that shouldn't be in our landfills out
of our landfills.

Until we take those reasonable and
responsi bl e steps, M. President, | will be
voting no, and | encourage ny coll eagues to do
t he sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Har ckham on the bill.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, thank you.
| will yield tinme for nore questions in one sec.
| just want to address a couple of things. And

t hank you, Senator Hel m ng.
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Nunmber one, | want to
talk briefly -- she nmentioned the toxins. The
products are not banned. It's the toxins that

are banned. There are plenty of alternatives.
And when we tal k about our famlies and our Kids,
our famlies and our kids deserve to have food
that's not exposed to toxic chem cals where it
| eaches into the food. That's nunber one.

The issue of the Farm Bureau. And
thank you for raising that, Senator Helmng. W
had extensive discussions with Farm Bureau. They
came to us and they said, W want an exenption
for New York agriculture. You can't do that,

because it violates federal interstate commerce

| aws.

So what did we do? W raised the
threshold froma mllion dollars in sales to
$5 mllion in sales. Guess what? N nety-nine

percent of New York State farns have | ess than
$5 mllion in revenue. So we have exenpted
99 percent of New York State farns fromthis
bill.

And t hen thanks to Senator Hi nchey,
we went a step further. She cane to ne and she

said, Well, many of our mlk co-ops are small
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farmers who have cone together, they nmay have
nore than 5 mllion in sales, but collectively
they're all individual famly farms. | went with
her to Kingston, nmet with sonme of them at one of
t he co-ops, and now we have exenpted dairy co-ops
| ess than -- 50 enployees or |less. Wich is al

of the smaller players.

So we have exenpted 99-plus percent
of agriculture in New York State fromthis bill.
And | just wanted to put that on the record,
since Farm Bureau canme up. You know, nobst people
woul d take 99. X percent as a win. You know? |[f
they don't, that's on them But | think that's a
pretty good win that we' ve exenpted over
99 percent of New York State farners.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senat or Borrello, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

So | ast nonth, Beyond Pl astics cane
out with a report claimng that New Yorkers coul d
save $1.3 billion over the next decade if this
bill is passed. Can you tell me who the author
of that study was and if they have any kind of an
econoni cs background?

SENATOR HARCKHAM They -- | don't
have the nanmes of themin front of ne. Do we
have the report in front of us?

The report was done by Jenny Gtlitz
and Connor Chung. And Connor Chung is an
i ndependent consultant with a background in
muni ci pal wast e.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO So neither one
of them are econom sts or packagi ng engi neers.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Wast e engi neer
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, |'ve
heard you tal k about Consumer Reports, |'ve heard
you tal k about other folks, the different
studies. But what | fail to understand is how
t hey have a crystal ball to explain how we're
going to solve the packagi ng problens that are
cr eat ed.

How wi I | they possibly know what any
industry -- all industries that are going to be
i mpacted by this? Particularly the food
i ndustry, which has to worry about food safety.
How coul d they possibly know what the cost of
repackagi ng products, specifically for New York
and New York only, is going to inpact consuners?
How i s that even possible?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. Nunber one, anything relating to

federal food safety is exenpt. And it clearly
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states in the bill, we link to federal |aw, that
federal |aw for food safety preenpts everything
inthis bill.

Nunber two, the -- what is sold in
our supermarkets is basically sold by | ess than
10 conpanies, all nultinational conpanies. They
are doing this all over the world. They are
doing this in Europe, they're doing this in Asia,
they're doing this in Canada, they're doing in
other states. Kraft Heinz has bragged that
they're 87 percent of the way there in
conpliance. Apple is already in conpliance.

So this is not a newthing to these

mul ti nati onal corporations. It just so
happens -- you know, and to Senator Helm ng's
poi nt why are they opposing this bill, because

they've got a pretty sweet deal. They're
creating as nuch waste and pollution as they can,
and our constituents are paying to pick up the
tab. That's a sweet deal for them O course
we're trying to put the onus on them

But they have done this before in
ot her places in the world, other places in the
country. And | think the responsibility should

be on them and not on our taxpayers.
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wel |, you know,
you brought up Europe and others. And as usual,
New York has decided we're going to go beyond
what anyone el se is doing and nake a requirenent
that's far nore onerous, far nore expensive.

So | really don't know how we can
determ ne that when Europe is only |looking for a
5 percent reduction by 2030 from 2018 nunbers.
So their packagi ng reduction is infinitesimnal
conpared to ours.

So with that being said, | guess
"Il go back to the question. How can we say,
when we' re goi ng beyond California, Canada,
Europe -- how can we possibly determ ne what that
additional cost is going to be for even those
conpani es that may have al ready gone down the
road a little bit, to what it's going to cost

themto specifically package things exclusively
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for New York and how that's going to inpact the
cost to consunmers? How are we going to know t hat
for sure?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. |If you |look to Europe, they are
much nore rigorous than we are. And in
singl e-use plastics, for instance, in the takeout
i ndustry. So we go to -- everyday people go down
to Dunkin' Donuts downstairs, people go to
St ar bucks, wal k around with clear cups, clear
plastic all day.

What we're tal ki ng about is reducing
t he amount of plastics in those cups. |In Europe
you cannot get a plastic to-go cup. You can get
a glass -- and you can bring it back -- to go,
but it's a nmuch nore rigorous structure over
t here than we have over here.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Wel |, according
to the data that | have here -- you start talking
about Europe and how they're beyond us, that's
actually not what |I'm hearing. The European
Union is saying that by 2030 -- a reduction
target of just 10 percent by 2035, which is
estimated to reduce packagi ng waste by
29 percent, and an additional target of
15 percent conpared to 2018 nunbers.

So that's a total target by 2040,

15 years fromnow, of 37 percent. That's nowhere
near the nunbers that we're |looking for in
packagi ng reduction, correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. W are |ooking for 30 percent in
the next 12 years. As | nentioned before, nany
conpani es are doing this already.

W increased -- that was one of the
changes we nmade to the bill, we increased the
| ookback period. So if conpanies are already
doing this, they'll get credit for the |ast
10 years of their work

And the other reason why this is so
i nportant and why we have gone beyond what Europe

has done is because we believe you have to
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separate the toxins if we want to effectively
recycl e and reuse.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al right. So
we can agree that we're goi ng beyond where Europe
is, and also California, Canada.

But | want to nove on to anot her
topic. You know, it's sunmertime com ng up now
and it's going to be that tinme when you go to a
hot dog, hanburger stand, you're going to get
t hat hamburger, that hot dog, you're going to get
that little plastic container of ketchup and
nmustard so you can go down and nmaybe sit by the
wat er or whatever, on a picnic bench, and put
t hat ketchup and nustard on your hot dog or
hanmburger. What's going to happen to those
packages of ketchup and mustard, under your bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM You' re tal king
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about the sort of -- the little foily?

SENATOR BORRELLO The little
plastic --

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yeah, the
pl astic packette?

(Conferring.) So through you,
M. President, the producer of that packet,
whether it's Heinz or French's, one of those
brands, they would have to neet the goal s of
this. They would need to -- 30 percent in the
next 12 years.

However, one of the accommopdati ons,
Senator, was that if a conpany could not neet the
criteria on a particul ar package, they can do it
across their entire corporate line. So if they
could not nake the goals that are laid forth in
the bill on, let's say, the ketchup packet, they
could make it up on napkins or glass condi nents
or things of that nature.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Maybe | m sheard
you, then. So the plastic packaging is going to
be outlawed under this law, but if they could
choose, whatever that nore expensive packagi ng
that they would have to create, which apparently
doesn't exist yet for New York, they could just
spread across their entire corporate line, is
t hat what you're sayi ng?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. W are not outlaw ng plastic
packaging. That is factually inaccurate.

What we're saying is they need to
reduce the amount by 30 -- the packaging, in a
package, by 30 percent over 12 years. W are not
out | awi ng pl asti c packagi ng.

And what we are saying, yes, you are
correct, if -- for instance, let's use a ketchup
packet, your exanple. |If they cannot nake those
reductions, they can get credits for other things
in their entire corporate |ine.

So if they're selling napkins that
are currently wapped in plastic, they can
replace that plastic with paper or cardboard.

They can get credit across the entire line, not
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just on each individual brand. Because we
realize at this juncture, or because of food
safety, they have to use certain materials, and
the law | ays that out.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | think what
you're saying is you realize the technol ogy's not
there yet. So why are we being so aggressive if
the technology isn't there to cone up with those
al ternatives?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. W have 12 years. W got to the
nmoon in 10 years. |f our food engineers can't
come up with a new ketchup packet in 12 years,

t hen we have |ost our -- we've |lost our npjo,

M. President.

| have a lot of faith in Anerican
engi neering and American technol ogy. And we have

put in sone of these off-ranps in the neantine
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because we know that there nay be technol ogi cal
i npedi ments al ong t he way.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So let's talk
nore about ketchup. So ketchup in those big
pl astic bottles that you turn upside down that go
on the restaurant tables, | think |ast year when
we debated this you said that those would --
because they're, you know, thrown in the garbage,
t hat those would be outlawed in this law. Is
that still correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM No, | did not
say those woul d be outl awed.

What | said was they would need to
reduce the amount of plastic in that packagi ng by
30 percent. So what can they do? They can make
them t hi nner, or they can make them recycl abl e.

They -- you know, we -- the problem

i s because conpani es do things for shape and
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color, that's where the chemicals cone in. And
that's where the harmcones in. But if they use
a mechanically recyclable plastic, they' re good
to go.

And Kraft Heinz |ast year announced
that they had spent | think it was
$1.7 million -- don't quote nme on that, but
sonewhere around there -- in an R&D effort and
they came up with a fully recyclable cap for
t hose exact bottles that you're tal king about,
that can be recycl ed t hrough nmechani ca
recycling. And they did that in the process of a
year because of what's happening in other states.

So those bottles woul d not be
outlawed. In fact, what we're saying is no
packaging is outlawed, we're just |ooking for
nore recycled content in the bottle and a
30 percent reduction in all of the packagi ng.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Vell, | know it
sounds |ike, you know, we're going to demand t hat
here in New York State that you're going to have
a 30 percent reduction in that particular
package.

But I'msure you' re well aware, when
sonmebody -- when they're on a production |ine
packagi ng bottles for the entire United States
and all of North America and beyond, what's
Kraft Heinz -- what is their incentive to do it
just for New York State? And why woul dn't they
pass along the additional costs to New York
consuners?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. Kraft Heinz has said publicly
that they are 87 percent of the way here to
conpl yi ng, even though we don't have a | aw,
because they're doing in this other states.

The reason -- their incentive is we
are the fourth-largest nmarket in the country.
They're not going to abandon this market because
of recycled content obligations that we nay have.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Well, you keep
tal ki ng about Kraft Heinz being 87 percent of the
way there, but yet | have a, you know, two-page
meno of opposition in front of nme from
Kraft Heinz. They're clearly opposed to this.

So why would they -- if this was --
if they're so close, why do you think that they'd
still be opposed to this bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. What conpani es wanted from us
were exenptions. You nane an industry, a
conpany, they wanted bl anket exenptions.

| f we gave exenptions to everybody
who we regulated with laws in this chanber, we
shoul d just pack up and go hone.

So what we did was we gave
of f-ranps. W gave a nunber of off-ranps. W
di scussed the one where we said a conpany can do
it across their corporate line, they can apply
for a waiver on the rates and dates. So if they

cannot feasibly or technologically neet the
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30 percent goal over 12 years, they can apply for
a waiver. And the PRO can apply for a waiver on
the rates and dates.

So there are three major off-ranps
for conpanies. But they just wanted bl anket
exenptions. And quite honestly, we told
everybody we're not doi ng bl anket exenptions, but
we will give you off-ranps if you can't conply.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, we've
been told by a |l ot of the food nmanufacturers that
are here in New York, some of which we've spent a
ot of tinme and noney to keep here in New York or
attract them-- we've got, as Senator Hel m ng
menti oned, Chobani and Fairlife.

You know, if this is going to save
t hem noney, why woul dn't they already be doing
it? It's clearly going to cost them nore noney,

right?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. Many, nany conpani es are doi ng
this already. They have sustainability
commtrents that they have nade voluntarily.

Coke and Pepsi are working aggressively to get to
t he 100-percent recyclable level in their

bottl es.

Now, many consumers and -- consuner
advocates, | should say, and environnentalists
may accuse them of greenwashing in their
accounting as to how they're getting there. But
one of the reasons that we see nmuch nore
packaging in film-- so, for instance, sour cream
you now see in a squirt filmas opposed to a
pl astic container. They're doing that because
they' re producing less plastic in their
packagi ng.

So many, nany conpani es are doi ng
this, nunber one, because it's a good corporate

thing to do. But nunber two, it's going to save

them nmoney. A mllinmeter of plastic over a
mllion units can save them a heck of a | ot of
noney.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,

on the bill.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4265

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, |
think we've all experienced those plastic water
bottl es where they' ve nade themthi nner and
they' re cel ebrating how they' ve reduced the
anount of plastic. And then, you know, the thing
crunples in your hand and the water -- but it's
water, right, that's okay.

But when you're in the food business
it's alittle different. Getting a case of sour
cream where the package has been conprom sed
delivered to your restaurant and then serving
t hat conprom sed sour creamto your custoners is
a problem

And | know t hat Senator Harckham
said, Wll, we're going to nake exenptions for
food safety. But really we're not being specific
about those things. W're saying you're going to
reduce that packagi ng and essentially we're going
to have situations where we are going to
conprom se food safety in order to reach those
goal s.

But, you know, let's just be

realistic here. W can tal k about how wonder f ul
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this is and it's going to save noney, but we have
count| ess nenos of opposition fromthe conpanies
that allegedly are already going to be saving
nmoney by following this rule. But they're not.
That's not how they look at this. And it's
certainly not how they're going to approach it
wi th New York consuners.

Ri ght now you can no | onger use
St yrof oam contai ners or to-go containers. And we
made exenptions. You can't have a plastic bag to
t ake your groceries out of the grocery store, but
you have a plastic bag, you know, for your
restaurant.

But either way, the bottomline is
vi sited upon the consuners of New York State to
pay for that. Many restaurants now are charging
for a to-go container because they're 10 tines
the cost of a Styrofoamcontainer. It is going
to cost New York consunmers a | ot of noney to do
this.

You know, go to a state that has
refornmul ated gas in the sumertine. It's like a
dollar a gallon nore to make gas for big states
like California and yet you'll pay nore there for

their reforrmulated gas than you will in
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nei ghboring states because it is a boutique item
It is sonething that's only nade for that state.

This is what we're telling the
consuner product industry: You're going to make
speci al packaging just for New York. And if they
continue to even want to deliver those products
to New York State, they're going to charge us
nore noney for that. That's the bottomli ne.

That is the history that we've seen, is you're
either going to get an inferior product or a nore
expensi ve product. Those are really the only two
options. W've seen it time and tinme again.

We're tal king about technol ogy that
doesn't exist yet that we're going to rely on to
try to create this advanced technology and it's
just not there.

So for all of those reasons, and for
the fact that affordability is sonmething that we
tal k about but don't actually practice here in
New York State, |I'll be voting no.

Thank you.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Qui ckly on the
bill, M. President. | just want to add a fact.

Al right, never mnd. [I'Il work it

in next time. Thank you, Ceorge.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
was hoping the sponsor would yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes. But --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HARCKHAM -- if I can
answer one of George's questions too. One of
Senat or Borrello's questions.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This is ny tine.
Through you, M. President.

Recogni zing -- and you tal ked about
how it took us 10 years to |land on the nmoon. It
actually took humanity 300,000 years. But we
have | aunched satellites into space which are
connected to superconputers in our pockets, yet
we haven't created another safe way to package
nmeat products other than using sonme plastic
products.

O her states, because of that fact,

have gi ven exenptions to neat products. Wy
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doesn't your bill exenpt neat products?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. W clearly state in the | aw
that -- excuse ne, guys. |'msorry.

(To Senator G anaris) Mke? M ke?
M ke?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: If we
coul d have decorumin the house.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you

Qur bill clearly states that nothing
inthis bill overrides federal food safety
| egi sl ation.

So if producers cannot find
al ternative packagi ng for meat packaging, to your
poi nt, then they don't have to. They can use
what ever ot her packagi ng they have been using to
keep those neat products safe.

So we did not give a bl anket
exenption. As we said in ny earlier coments,
the goal of this was not to exenpt every industry
on the planet, but the goal was to give
reasonabl e of f-ranps, and that was one.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Earlier you -- in
debate you said the Legislature is in charge. So
who will provide the exenption, who wll
provide -- be able to determ ne whether those
products are feasible or not?

SENATOR HARCKHAM That woul d be --
t hrough you, M. President, that will be DEC

So whether it's the PRO | ooking for
exenptions broadly in terns of rates and dates,
or whether it's a conpany | ooking for an
exenption on rates and dates, that will go to
DEC, those applications.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: How many state
| egislators -- since the State Legislature is in
charge of this process, how many state
| egi sl ators serve in the DEC?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. When we were tal king about the
State Legislature being involved, we were
conparing it to another bill. And what we are
doing is we are setting the reduction and
recycling targets. And the recyclability
determ nati ons, those percentages, those are al
laid out in the | aw.

| was saying that our law is nore
prescriptive. | was not saying we are involved
in the inplenentation. W create |aws, and the
executive branch and the agencies inplenent and
adm ni ster | aws.

So | was not intimating that we were
involved. Wat | was saying -- and if | need to
clarify, | apologize -- was this law is nuch nore
prescriptive than another |aw that a question was
rai sed about.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How woul d pl astic
safety rings, tanper proofing for pickle jars or
plastic -- the thin plastic that goes over a
pl astic tub before the top of it goes on there --
how woul d those safety nmeasures be inpacted by
this | egislation?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. [It's cunulative. So as |ong as
they are making that up in other areas of that

i ndi vi dual package or across the product line, it
woul d have no inpact at all.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: VWhat i f soneone
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in the industry -- and | know you've tal ked quite
a bit about Kraft Heinz, for exanple -- if, you
know, they've got cream cheese in a plastic tub
that has that thin lid. Qobviously the tub is
recyclable. But you're telling me that plastic
safety nmeasure, they would have to make up
somewhere else in their portfolio? Am|l reading
that right?

SENATOR HARCKHAM That is correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if an industry
has al ready gotten to that 87 percent but they're
saying, It is critical for USDA conpliance and
for us to have this safety nmeasure, we've done
all that we can, we don't have an additional
13 percent -- where in their portfolio could they
possi bly cone up with this? How can we force

themto -- after they' ve done their best as a
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corporation, how can we force themto renpove that
safety seal or take that product off the |ine?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Wl |, through
you, M. President, we're not forcing anyone to
remove safety seals. As we said, nothing in this
| aw preenpts federal food safety requirenents.

Nunmber two, we don't know that --
you know, |'ve said 87 percent because that's the
nunber that they've used publicly. W don't know
they can't get to 90 to 95 percent. But if it is
not technologically feasible for themto get
there, they can apply for a waiver.

So, for instance, conpanies that
sell organic earth products, soil and mul ch and
things like that, when | was a kid they used to
be sold in paper bags. And they would get wet,

t hey woul d get nuddy, so nurseries used to have
to cover themwith tarps. Now they' re stored --
they conme in plastic bags.

And we have heard sone concern that
in 12 years they may not able to be reach the
goal. They're working on new technol ogi es, they
don't know if they will be there. They can apply
for a waiver to DEC and say, Hey, look, this is

the science of the polyners, this is where we
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are, we think we're two years away, but we're
going to be late. Can we have a waiver to get
there? And DEC, after reviewi ng the science and
revi ewi ng what they say, can say, You know,
you're right, you' ve got another two years to
conpl y.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, |
appreciate that. Because we've essentially
elimnated botulism it's not nmuch of a concern
in our society, and | have a | ot of concerns
about the safety seals that go over food
packagi ng. And so does the industry, especially
the industry that's worked to advance.

| know a nunber of times in this
debate you' ve said they could do a | ot better,
there's a ton of waste out there. There's nany

i ndustries that your legislation is inpacting
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right now that have done their darndest to reduce
and get as efficient as they possibly can with
every material. Because the market denmands it,
frankly, not necessarily just out of

envi ronnmental stewardship. Sure, that, and
recycling plastics. But because the market
demands that they bring those margi ns down for

t heir own busi ness nodel .

SENATOR HARCKHAM And to that
point, if I may, just very quickly. | agree with
you. You meke an excellent point. And that's
why we have the 12-year | ookback

So if conpani es have al ready done
this, when the | aw goes into effect conpani es can
say, This is what we've done over the | ast
12 years. They get credit for that. They get
credit towards what the future goals are. And
that's how we reward the good actors.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, on that
point, you're aware that it takes between five
and 10 years for the food industry to devel op a
new packagi ng product and then get USDA approval
for that project -- for that product?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. M father was in the packagi ng
busi ness, so I've |learned a | ot about the
packagi ng business growing up. It is a |engthy
process.

And, you know, one of the things he
said was when plastic first cane out in really
the '70s -- started to see sone in the '60s, but
food packaging really in the "70s was -- it was a
revol uti on because of what you tal k about: Food
safety, shelf stability, easier to transport,
much safer.

And then later years in his life he
sai d, But we never anticipated the waste.
Because back then landfill space was plentiful.
We had been told this false notion by the
plastics industry that it was all recycl able.
And in fact it was being shipped to Asia.

So what started out as really a

m racl e wonder packagi ng product has becone a
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nightmare as we see how hard it is to get rid of
this stuff and what the health inpacts are.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | know earlier
in the debate we tal ked about PVC a bit. This is
on -- PVCis on your list of toxins, is that
correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM It is. And
remenber, these are toxins in packaging. W are
not renoving thementirely. Through you,

M. President. W're not -- these are not bans
on these chemicals in New York State. These are
bans on these chem cals in packagi ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So PVC is used
in -- you know, as Senator Hel m ng pointed out,
in drinking water delivery systens as well as
|V bags in hospitals. Not necessarily toxic in
the way that it's applied. | notice that you
chose a glass water bottle. Wuld the water
bottl e on your desk, which doesn't have a
five-cent deposit, would that be inpacted by this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR HARCKHAM A good question

(Conferring.) So through you,
M. President. As we said, if it's not subject
to the Bottle Bill, which pretty nmuch al
refillable water bottles like this would be, it
woul d be under the provisions of this |aw

However, it can have recycled
content, it can be reused, refilled. There are a
nunber of ways that they can conply.

And just if | may, M. President, to
your point about PVC in nedical products, al
nmedi cal products are exenpt in this bill. | know

there was a question about that |ast year. Just
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to be clear, all nedical products are exenpt in
this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the water
bottl e on your desk, the PVCring that's inside
the cap, then, this -- the conpany that produces
that bottle would have to redesign that or nake
up for that little PVC ring out of the water
bottle that you're drinking? 1Is that how |I'm
under st andi ng this?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. |If there's PVCin the product,
because it's food packagi ng, yes, it would be
banned and they woul d have to conme up with
anot her technol ogy.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4281

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You' ve al so
listed PVDC, Saran Wap, as a toxin as well, is

t hat correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM
M. President, would you repeat
agai n?

SENATOR WALCZYK:

Thr ough you,

t he question

Yeah, PVDC. So |

woul d point you to page 21, where you |ist

t oxi ns, chl ori de,

pol yvi nyl
pol yvi nyl i dene chl ori de, PVDC
t he nost common application for
listed right there on line 48.
SENATOR HARCKHAM
accurate, Senator.
SENATOR WALCZYK:
wi | |

M. President, t he sponsor

yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM

PVC, and incl uding

Saran Wap being
PVDC. See that

That is

And t hrough you

continue to

Does t he

Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: s Saran Wap
t oxi c?

SENATOR HARCKHAM We are saying
that the chemcal is known to be toxic, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And so then
carrying that forward, adding to the ban on
toxics in this section of the bill, page 22,
gives a -- this would be a $10,000 fine if
sonmeone were to sell a product that had
Saran Wap on it in the State of New York once
your bill goes into effect?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. To your question, Senator, is --
| am not going to say a particular product is

danger ous.
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But what the chemical -- the PVDC is
a known carcinogen linked to toxic effects in
nearly every mmjor organ system W can go
further as to what the health inpacts are.

The fine is not directed. So if
you're a local deli and that's how t hey w ap
their sandw ches, the fine is not to them the
fine would be to the conpany that's produci ng and
selling the product to New York

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So once your bill
goes into effect, any conpany that would sell the
Saran Wap in the State of New York, you woul dn't
be able to use Saran Wap anynore if this goes
into effect for a bake sale or at a deli, it
woul dn't be accessi bl e, because the conpany
selling it would have a $10,000 fine for selling

it in the State of New York
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. There are other applications and
ot her chem cals that can be used in waps. They
don't have to use this chemical. That's the
whol e thing. W get back to the earlier question

about is a certain bottle or package going to be

banned.

This is not about banni ng packagi ng
that -- alternatives are out there, and we
encourage alternatives. W just -- what we're

trying to do is get safe, sustainable packagi ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Qui ckly on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So just --
clearly, and | just want to button that up, what
this effectively is, is a ban on Saran Wap in
the State of New York. [If you were to sel
Saran Wap in the State of New York, that will be
a $10, 000 fine.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, we've just been advised by counse
that they no | onger make Saran Wap with PVDC
They now use a different application. So as |ong
as what they're naking it with is not on the
list, then they're fine.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does he yield,
M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for questions?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: That's not ny
under st andi ng.

But the bill's ban on toxic
mat eri al s applies to packaging materials, but
it's unclear if packaging includes the
five-cent -- we tal ked about five-cent bottles a
little bit. 1 think actually in this debate
you've made that a little bit nore clear. You
did say that the Bottle Bill containers are
exenpt, is that correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM That is correct,
M. President.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And that includes
plastic bottles that are part of the Bottle Bil
as wel I ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, absolutely.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I's that true even
if those plastic bottles have BPA in then?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Good question

Through you, M. President, they are
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exenpt .

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wy ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, is we're tal king about the
systens. And the Bottle Bill is a separate
system And we're tal king about a recycling

system here.

Again, so this is -- if they are
not covered -- under this bill, if they're part
of the Bottle Bill, they're not covered.

And, you know, perhaps if you,
Senator, would like to offer a conpani on bill
to -- that would say we need to take out those

chemi cals in all packaging, not just things

covered by this bill -- which is a |lot of
packagi ng -- you know, we'd be happy to entertain
t hat .
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But you do raise an interesting
poi nt .

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President.
Quickly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | got it. Just
to button that up, if you pay five cents for a
deposit, we will allow, at |east by the
chairman's view, toxic plastic bottles to be
avai lable to you if you pay that five cents.

However, if it's packaging that you
don't pay a five-cent deposit on and -- we wll
not save you fromthose harnful things.

But if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The definition of
packaging in this bill, it's not clearly defined.
You do define packaging materials, you list them

out. Toxins, all those things --
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. W did -- we did have a | ot of
time and there is a |ot of verbiage in here

defining exactly what the package is.

Through you, M. President, this is

a very lengthy section of the bill wth many
subsections. If it's all right, I'lIl just read
the first paragraph, M. President. Happy to
read other sections if the Senator would |ike.

"' Packaging material' or 'material
nmeans a discrete material or category of
mat eri al, regardl ess of recyclability, including
but not limted to such material types that are
flexible foamor rigid material, including paper,
cardboard, plastic, glass, netal, or
multi-material that is used for the containment,
protection, handling, delivery, transport,
di stribution or presentation of another product
that is sold, offered for sale, inported or
distributed in the state, including through an
internet transaction and single-use plastic
products. "

"Packagi ng material does not
i nclude,” and then there are a nunber of things

that it does not include, things |ike, you know,
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nmedi cal equi prent, nedical foods, and sone of the
ot her things that we've discussed.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.
Through you, M. President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On page 25 you
tal k about the recyclability criteria. On
line 23 of page 25 you require producers of
products sold in New York to have a consi stent
regi onal nmarket for purchase of new products.

What happens if those markets don't
devel op? These things are outside of the control
of producers. They don't get to deci de whet her
there's a market.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, that is the whole point of the
Producer Responsibility Organization, is to
create those regional markets to make the
efficient -- the system nmuch nore efficient.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
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M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But ny question
was what happens if those nmarkets don't devel op.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. As with other areas of the bill
i f soneone cannot conply because of narket
conditions or technol ogy, they can apply for a
wai ver. O the PRO, on behalf of everybody in
the system can apply for a waiver.

That is one of the waivers that we
haven't spoken about, is that when the Producer
Responsibility Organi zation puts this whole
mar ket pl ace together, after they've done their
anal ysis, two-year analysis, they can go to DEC
and say, Look, we have done a thorough anal ysis
and we honestly believe we can't get to these
mar kets for 14 years, not 12 years.

Then DEC has the ability to grant

them a wai ver and nove it from 12 years to
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14 years. So there is flexibility to address

t hat .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill
i ncl udes provisions for packagi ng reuse prograns
and requires producers to devel op packagi ng reuse
infrastructure.

How do you reuse a Go-CGurt packet or
a string-cheese plastic packaging? How do you
reuse those things? How would you devel op a
reuse infrastructure for those products?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, it's not on every single product
item

So, for instance, you mght be old
enough to renenber this and | don't nean to
insult you, but | certainly remenber this, is

when | was a kid we bought soda bottles, they
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came in thick glass. And when we were finished
with them we rinsed themout, we put themin the
garage, and then when nmy nother got sick of

| ooking at them we took them back to the grocery
store and they were refill ed.

That's what a circular econony is.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: DEC s Air Guide-1
lists 1,000 chemicals. This bill says that toxic
subst ances, including a chem cal or chem cal
cl ass that may have adverse air quality inpacts.
Are these thousands of chenmicals eligible for a
ban?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. W have -- in consultation with
public health experts, we have identified 12 for

a ban. Things like PVC, |ead, cadm um-- sone of
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the ones that we tal k about quite frequently.

A nmechanismis set up where there is
an advi sory group that woul d di scuss the
potential for future chem cals that could be
banned that would entail a rigorous scientific
process in order to prove that these chenicals
were harnful.

The reason we're goi ng down this
road is plastic packagi ng has a range of 13,000
chem cals. Many of themare not regul ated by the
federal governnment. Many we don't know the
health inpacts. They're used for color, they're
used for shape, they're used for texture. Many
of them may be beni gn.

But we know t hrough our public
heal t h advocates there are dozens of chem cals
t hat have been tested and peer-reviewed to have
adverse inmpacts on public health. And those are
the chem cals that we want to get to.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, ny question
was specifically about the DEC s |ist of over a
t housand chem cals that could inpact air quality.
Wuld all of those thousands of chemi cals, would
those be eligible for a ban under this
| egislation if DEC determ nes such?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. It depends. Like we're not --
this bill does not scoop in the thousand bills
that DEC may be tal king about. Right now we've
identified 12 chem cals. This bill has
identified 12 chem cals to be renoved from
packagi ng.

| f one or nore of those 12 happen to
be on that list, so be it. But that is not the
list -- the list of the 12 chem cals were derived
frompublic health experts based on peer-revi ened
science as to adverse health inpacts to humans.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, 1'll go on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So as was stated
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earlier, York University says that this bill wll
i ncrease consuner costs by $3800 in a five-year
period per household in New York

But this bill, which clains to be
friendly to the environnent, won't just cost
New York famlies, it will result in producers of
products | eaving New York State, taking jobs with
them It will result in fewer products online.
And New York consuners can | ook forward to the
"not for Sale in New York" when they shop online
for many products.

That will result in fewer options on
shel ves, which nmeans that the products that are
on the shelves will increase in cost. It wll
result in nore food waste, as was displ ayed
earlier. It will result in market uncertainty.
And |'m not even convinced, after this |engthy
debate, that it will ultimately be better for the
envi ronment in New York

In fact, it's very likely that in at
final tally we will have once again shocked the
worl d that we've passed a very thick and
conplicated bill giving a bunch of authority to
t he Executive and a bunch of bureaucrats in DEC,

and the only thing that's resulted is we've made
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it less affordable to live in the State of
New Yor k, nore inconvenient to |live here, and we
will be a shining exanple for other states of
what not to do in their state |egislature.

"1l be voting no, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Murray -- oh. Senator
Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
M. President.

|'"d like to go on the bill, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: The sponsor has
been answering a | ot of questions, so |I'mgiving
you a little break now.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you

SENATOR MURRAY: In listening to
the debate, |'ve heard -- and | want to talk
about -- Senator Stec nade a coment earlier

about how many nmenos we've seen attached to this

bill. 1've never seen so many nenbs of either
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support or opposition to one bill.

| had to take all of them out of ny
bi nder here. It got too heavy. | nean, they're
j ust everywhere.

And in listening to this debate, it
was clear why. Because each one is saying
something different. And they seemto contradict
each other. So I'll hear sonmebody quote one
study, and then another one says, Well, | heard a
study that said this, and that's not really that,
and this, that and the other.

One of them's going to save
conpani es noney and save governments noney and
save taxpayers noney, and the other one's going
to drive up costs.

So | figured, you know what, let's
just listen and try to clear through all of the
muck here.

So | looked at -- earlier this year
Presi dent Trunp, when he got into office, said
|"mgoing to address the unfair trade practices.
And his way he was going to do it was through
raising tariffs, kind of calling the bluff of
sonme of the other nations. And, yeah, increase

the tariffs.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4299

And i medi ately you heard fromthe
other side: This is going to cost Anericans so
much noney, and food will be -- we can't afford
to eat anynore. W're all going to die, all the
food prices are going to go so high. Because the
theory was you raise the tariffs, it increases
the cost on the conpanies and those inporting or
exporting, and in doing so they'll pass those
i ncreased costs on to, you got it, the consuners.

But sonmehow that theory di sappears
when we tal k about this bill. O course if we're
changi ng the packagi ng practices and forcing
conpani es to change how they're doing it, it's
going to drive up costs. There's no doubt.
There's no question. Wen that happens, what do
t he conpani es do? They pass it along to the
consuners. So yes, it will cost nore. It's that
si nmpl e.

So we've heard all the studies, al
the experts that -- so I'll use one of ny own
here, Dr. Calvin Lakhan from York University.
He's an expert in environnmental studies and urban
change, and al so an econonist, has a degree in
econonics. And he says the EPR conpliance fees

can rai se consumer prices on staple goods by 2 to
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6 percent, and that this cost burden falls

di sproportionately on | ower-inconme househol ds who
spend a hi gher percentage of househol d i ncone on
packaged food conpared to hi gher-incone
househol ds.

Now, all during the budget process
we heard the Governor and everyone runni ng around
using the word "affordability."” Everything was
about "affordability.” 1In fact, a lot of us in
t he chanber, nyself included, pushed really hard
for the universal free neals in schools for kids.
And the Governor, in her release, touted that,
saying free school neals are estimated to save

fam lies $165 per child in grocery spendi ng each

nont h.

But now we go to this econom st, and
if this bill goes through and we increase costs,
wel |, that savings seens to be out the w ndow

now. And it's especially going to hurt those who
struggle to feed their famlies in the first
pl ace.

In fact, | saw another interesting
statistic. W talk about the SNAP benefits. The
aver age household of four that is a recipient of

SNAP benefits -- again, these are the famlies
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struggling to feed their fanmlies -- they receive
bet ween 900 and $1,000 a nonth in SNAP benefits.
And what are we going to do? W're going to make
the costs even higher on themto reduce what they
get fromtheir benefits.

So again, as we tal k about
affordability, we're taking sone steps in the
budget but now we're going to take a step
backwards here and we're going to hit famlies in
t he pocket book agai n.

So again, trying to go through al
of what |'ve listened to during this debate, it's
beconme pretty clear we're not there yet. W're
just not there yet.

| commend the sponsor. Man, he has
worked his tail off on this. And as he said, he
introduced this bill a couple of years ago and
si nce then has made dozens of changes and
anmendnents. Why? Because it's not sinple. This
is conplicated. |I'msitting here listening to
packaging of little ketchup packets and the foi
to cover the yogurt containers and Lunchabl es and
this, that and the other. And every tine there
were other ternms: Of-ranps, waivers. | heard,

well, in 12 years -- we sent nmen to the noon in
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10 years, we can definitely fix this in 12 years.
But then in the next breath, we've heard that
it's not technol ogically feasible yet.

So which is it? And that's ny
point. W're not there yet. | nmean, even in
this debate | heard contradictions left and
right. | heard the sponsor invite one nmenber to
i ntroduce another bill to cover things that
weren't covered. Well, guess what? There has
been another bill introduced. The Affordable
Wast e Reduction Act has been introduced. |
actually think | prefer that bill.

My point is, we're going to rush
into this, we're going to pass this bill and, as
Senat or WAl czyk said, we're going to have with us
this big thick bill -- that does what? Causes
nore confusion? Causes prices to go up? That's
not what we want.

If we're really trying to solve the
probl em we need nore work. W need to keep
rolling up our sleeves. [|'ll work with you any
way | can. W should |look at both of the bills,
the one that we're discussing here and the
Af f ordabl e Wast e Reduction Act, see what works

here and there. But there is nore work to be
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done. W are not there yet.

And that's why tonight I wll be
voting no on this bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mirray.

Senat or Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.

W11 Senator Harckham be ki nd enough
to yield to what | promise will be only a few
guestions?

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Senat or Rhoads.

Through you, M. President, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,

M. President. Cbviously we considered earlier
today in our chanmber the nom nation of the new
secretary who will run the Departnent of

Envi ronnent al Conservati on, Anmanda Lefton. I
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assume that you voted yes on that nom nation?

SENATOR HARCKHAM | passed her
through ny committee. Yes, | did, sir.

SENATOR RHOADS: Okay. And will
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And she has a vast
anount of experience -- senior policy director
for Energy and Cimate, with Foley Hoag LLP
deputy policy director, climate mtigation | ead
for the Nature Conservancy, worked in the Biden
adm nistration, in the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent, senior vice president for RWE
of fshore. Cearly a qualified candi date.

Though in your legislation, in the
D print of the legislation, the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Conservation, a department full of
experts in the area of climate, in the area of
sustainability, it renoved the ability of the DEC

to actually extend deadlines, is that not
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correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, no. Through the waiver process
DEC can. An application can cone fromthe
Producer Responsibility Organization after they
put together the plan based on their feasibility
study, then go to DEC, as | nentioned earlier,
and say, You know what, we need two nore years as
a PROto get this done. |Individual conpanies, as
we di scussed before, if they have an issue with
technol ogical feasibility, they can apply to DEC
for a waiver as well.

VWhat we took away from DEC was in
the original construct of the bill, this is the
PRO structure that we had, that was run primarily
by industry and overseen by the DEC. So in a
| ater version of the bill, our colleagues in the
Assenbly wanted to give DEC nore robust control
And so we changed the bill so that DEC woul d have
a nuch, nuch, rmuch nore active role in the
Producer Responsibility O ganization.

The i ssue was DEC cane to us and
said, If you want us to do this, we're going to
have to hire scores of people to nanage this.

We're just not set up to do this.
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So we went back to the original
structure. So DEC, M. President, does have that
ability to extend waivers, but they al so have,

t hrough the inspector general, the ability of
enf orcenent .

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, a quick correction.

You are correct on the reductions,
right? Correct on reductions. The waiver can be
on recycling.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Harckham | appreciate that
clarification.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Harckham  Through you, M. President.
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The Departnent of Environnenta
Conservation can grant waivers on a case-by-case
basis, correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, correct.

SENATOR RHOADS: But -- if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: But they don't
actually have the ability to extend the deadlines
on their own. They can grant waivers on a
case- by-case basis, they can grant a waiver to
the PRO. Right?

SENATOR HARCKHAM On rates and
dates they can.

SENATOR RHOADS: But the 12-year
i npl enentation deadline, if it turns out not to
be feasible, the Departnment of Environnenta
Conservation in and of itself doesn't have the
ability to extend an overall deadline.

SENATOR HARCKHAM (Conferring.)
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So it's on the reductions that DEC can't grant
t he wai ver.

The recycling part, they can grant a
wai ver. They can grant a waiver on the | ookback,
12-year | ookback peri od.

And where federal law -- as we were
tal king about in the food safety discussion,
where food -- federal food safety woul d preenpt
this | aw

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Harckham W1 I the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Thi s chanber
provi des the Departnment of Environnenta
Conservation all the time the discretion to be

able to inplenment a bill. The policymakers

- us
in this chanber -- may not necessarily have the
expertise, and | would guarantee don't have the
expertise that the Departnent of Environnental

Conservati on has.
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| f the goals are not possible, why
doesn't the DEC, in your |egislation, have the
ability to adjust the goals or to adjust the
tinelines?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. They do have a fair anount of
flexibility. W think -- and we've added an
extra two years. W think 12 years, really on
top of another two years, right, because of the
study -- that's 14 and a half years.

As we said earlier, when we put our
mnd to it, we put a person on the noon. And
granted, this was back in the early '60s. Think
about where science and technol ogy was in the
early '60s. W have 14 and a half years to
technologically come up with the sol utions that
many conpani es are close to havi ng anyhow.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Har ckham

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM As long as |'m
st andi ng.

(Laughter.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | want to switch
to the issue of availability. |In nmany areas of
the state people shop for groceries once a week
because of how far away the grocery store is.
The packaging that we're potentially banning in
this bill -- or requiring it to be substantially
changed, if it's possible -- increases the shelf
life for food, and is what allows a famly the
conveni ence to be able to shop only once a week.

Are you expecting famlies to have
to shop nore frequently in order to keep the food
in their refrigerators fresh?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, no. This would not inpact that.
Again, as we've said, nothing in this bil
overrides federal food safety.

But let's go back to the ketchup
di scussi on. Subsequent to our conversation
bef ore, sonmebody reported to ne that Kraft Heinz
has devel oped and announced a fully recyclable
ket chup bottle for the European market. So if
they have a fully recyclable ketchup bottle in

t he European market, why is it such a hardship to
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bring that here? They have it. This conpany is
doing it.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: This bill applies
to nore than ketchup bottles, doesn't it?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. Yes, it does.

SENATOR RHOADS: kay. On,
incidentally -- briefly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: The Apollo
program which included the noon | andi ng, cost
approxi mately $25.8 billion in 1960 to 1973
dol l ars, according to the Planetary Society.

Adj usted for inflation, that translates today to
about $318 billion. So while things are
possi bl e, they may certainly cone with an

extraordi nary cost.
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WI1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM I will,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Goi ng back to the
guestioning from Senator Stec, we spoke about
whet her there was a figure fromeither Canada or
M nnesota as to the anmount of noney that was
actually saved by nunicipalities as a result of
this bill. 1 know you didn't have an answer at
the tinme and that we were going to struggle to
find that answer. | was just curious if we had
it after alnost two hours of debate.

SENATOR HARCKHAM One nonent,

M. President.

Through you, M. President. W have
found one estimate for Ontario that the
comunities in Ontario are saving $150 mllion
annually. That's just an estimate.

The other thing I woul d say,

M. President, is we found anot her cost study.

Oregon did a study on their program and, what was
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it, 56 -- (conferring).
Excuse ne. Half a cent per item
Hal f a cent per itemwas the cost that O egon
f ound.
SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield to one additional question.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?
SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, absol utely.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.
SENATCOR RHOADS: And how nuch of
t hat savi ngs was actually passed along to
consuners?
SENATOR HARCKHAM O the
150 m | lion?
SENATCOR RHOADS: O of another --
SENATOR HARCKHAM For Ontario?
SENATCOR RHOADS: For Ontario or of

the --

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. \Whatever noney -- excuse ne.

M ke? Senator Ganaris, |'msorry.
' mtired.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR HARCKHAM What ever - -
apol ogi ze, | do. Watever noney a mnunicipality
may save, we give themthe flexibility to do what
t hey want.

So for instance, your
muni cipality -- I"'mjust making this up -- one of
yours nmay want to give it back in tax relief.
Sonmebody el se's district may say, you know what,
our kids are in crisis, we want to hire three
social workers. They may do that. Another may
say, you know what, we need to build a new police
department, this will help offset sone of the
costs for that.

So the flexibility in what the
muni ci palities do with their savings are up to
the municipality. It's not for ne to tell them
what they should do with their noney.

SENATOR RHOADS: | appreciate that,
Senat or Harckham  Thank you for answering ny
guesti ons.

Since we're limted on tine, ||
just go on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you very
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much, M. President.

In this chanber we speak about
affordability all the time, yet we do very little
with respect to affordability. Senator Harckham
made t he observation early on in this debate that
this bill is not designed to put cash back in
consuner pockets.

But what we are seeing is that it
will be taking noney out of the pockets of
consuners on a regular basis. W were referring
to several studies, and Senator Murray actually
referred to the Beyond Pl astics study, which
cl ai med there being savings.

But studies that are produced by
actual econom sts, |ike the econom st at York
Uni versity, showthat this is going to result in
a 4.25 to 6.75 percent cost increase for the
consuner, an average increase of $38 to $61 a
month in the grocery bill of a famly of four in
New York State, translating to $456 to $732 a
year.

In an environment where the cost of
groceries has already gone up by nore than
23 percent since COVID, this is putting an

additional burden on famlies, particularly
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| ow-income famlies |ike our SNAP recipients, who
a famly of four receives only $975 a nonth to
pur chase groceries.

You start adding costs of $38 to
$61 a nonth, that's the difference between
whet her they're going to be able to afford to
pur chase these products. And these products are
ones that they have to buy. 1It's not |ike you
can find a cheaper alternative.

You know, and you're going to have
difficulty now, as a result of this |egislation,
buying things in the same condition that you see
themtoday that famlies rely on on a daily
basis -- fresh neat, hot dogs, bacon, sausage,
cheese, shelf-stable itenms that are sold in
fl exi bl e packaging |i ke chips, pretzels, nuts,
will all be substantially changed, if not
bl ocked, as a result of this bill.

This is another instance where the
Legislature is setting a bold goal w thout having
any idea how we are actually going to get there.
And just like the CLCPA and our grid issues, just
like the electric bus mandate, which we just had
to delay, just like so nany things that happen in

this chanber, reality is going to slap us in the
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face after spending mllions upon mllions of
dollars to find out that we sinply can't
acconplish the goal in the time that's provided.

That's why | will be voting no,

M. President. Thank you for your indul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Rhoads.

Debate i s now cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera to explain his vote

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

M. President.

And to Senator Harckham you know,
|"mlistening to you and, you know, we did this
| ast year. And again, |last year you tal ked about
the great Local 812, the 3,000 Teansters. You
pretty nmuch said again that you know what, ah

they're a little local, they don't matter.
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And you know what? |'m appal |l ed by
that again. And you know what? You're probably
going to get up and say somnething, but you know
what, all these hardworking nen and wonen of
| abor and their famlies care about their jobs.

And so again, |'mappalled. But
let's talk about this, Senator. Legislative
Menor andum Amendrment Request from Teansters Joi nt
Counci| 16, Teansters Joint Council 18, Teanster
Joint council 46 -- together, 120,000 nmen and
womnen.

"W appreciate the progressive
approach whi ch the sponsor has taken in resolving
t he concerns previously raised by us, and urge
t hat the above matters be addressed as well.

"“I'n concl usion, while the Teansters
share the conmmon goal of packagi ng reduction with
t he sponsors, we cannot support | egislation which
coul d be described as threatening the enpl oynent
of our nmenbers who deliver beverages to mllions
of New Yorkers. W urge the sponsor to anmend
this legislation.”

So you know what, Senator? You said
that the New York State Conference of Teansters

did not -- they were neutral. Wll, guess what?
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They are not neutral. They oppose this, and they
want an anmendnent .

| vote no and | urge everybody to
vote no for this bill that is a disaster to al
New Yorkers. |It's going to cost everybody out of
t heir pockets, and we have over 100 oppositions
on this, nenos.

And | was wondering if our Senator
went and spoke to every single one of these
hundred busi nesses, all these workers, to make
sure that, you know what, they understand what's
going on, that they're going to | ose their jobs.
Over a hundred that's right here.

So you know what? Again, please,
vot e no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mattera to be recorded in the negative.

Can we have order in the house.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

My City of Syracuse has an unwant ed
river running through it, a river of trash trucks
ferrying solid waste from downstate to the

| argest landfill in New York at Seneca Meadows.
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That landfill is at capacity, and it either nust
be expanded or shuttered.

My constituents in the Finger Lakes
don't want their region to be known as the trash
capital of the state or a repository for a host
of contam nants. M/ city and surroundi ng t owns
don't want that river of trucks. They don't want
to keep breathing the exhaust fromthose trucks
or keep paying to repair the roads. W don't
want to bear the cost of a throwaway cul ture.

For centuries, American producers
and retailers have relied on a system where they
sell their products and forget about them
Consuners use their products and throw t hem away.
"Away" is sonething taxpayers pay for, in the
form of hauling and disposal at landfills and
i nci nerators.

This system of zero producer
responsibility has led to them putting out into
the world vast amounts of packagi ng, including
all sorts of toxic chem cals and persistent
materials |ike Styrofoamand PVC.

This bill is a sensible and
carefully negotiated effort to enlist producers

of materials in figuring out ahead of tine what
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wi || happen to those materials so they don't just
beconme a burden on | ocal governnents, on our air

and water and soils, on our bodies and on our

posterity.

| want to thank Senator Harckham for
his monunmental work putting this bill together,
for his nonumental debate skills, and for -- and

all of nmy coll eagues who are supporting this for
maki ng a difference for my conmunity, for our
| ocal taxpayers, for our bodies, for our future.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckham to cl ose.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

And | want to thank col |l eagues for
staying so long, for your persistence. | want to
t hank col | eagues on the other side of the aisle
for the tenor of the debate. There are sone
t hi ngs we obviously disagree on, but it was a
hi gh-1 evel debate. | want to thank you for that.

| want to thank all the people who
worked on this -- ny staff, central staff, | want

to thank the Majority Leader, who comm tted
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several significant resources to our effort on
this because she believed in this and gave us the
resources we needed to do the research.

"1l just say a couple of things.
You know, we had the debate | ast year. A |lot was
said then. A lot was said now. | just want to
say a coupl e of things.

Nunber one, to a point that was just
made, | personally spoke to hundreds of
busi nesses, hundreds of businesses. And ny staff
spoke to hundreds nore. And we spoke to them on
mul ti pl e occasi ons, which is why we have five
drafts of the bill. And in the |ast draft of the
at bill we made 26 -- | used to say 25. | saw
the list; actually 26 major nodifications,
because we want to get a bill that's actionable.

And the reason this bill is so vita
is, as Rachel My, Senator My just nentioned,
you know, our landfills are filling up, we're not
recycling, we're burning plastic, it's |eaching.
But one of the things we didn't tal k about as
much in the debate |last year as this year is in
the |l ast year there is alarmng, alarmng
peer-revi ewed health information about the human

harm of m cropl astics and nanopl astics. And we
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have seen products that the opposition used | ast
year to say this bill would be horrible to

di sadvant aged ki ds taken off the market,
literally taken off the market because of excess

| evel s of chemi cals that we woul d ban here.

So yes, this is a waste bill. Yes,
this is arecycling bill. This is a human health
bill. This is a human health bill. And

m cropl astics and nanopl astics are now the threat
of our tine.

And so the one thing I want to say
to close is | think our founding fathers would be
proud of this debate. | think they would be
appal | ed by the amount of nopney that has cone
fromspecial interests to oppose this bill. In
nmy seven years here | have never seen anything
like it. Over $2 mllion spent to oppose this
bill. This is Washington-style noney. And this
is our public health. This is our kids. W
shoul d be appal | ed.

You know, the same fol ks who brought
us DDT and paraquat and Agent Orange and PFAS are
now sayi ng here in New York we can't protect our
kids fromthe harnful inpacts of chem cals.

Let's just keep produci ng nore single-use
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pl astic, nore single-use plastic. Let's keep on
doing it just because we can.

| say that's appalling. And |I'm so

proud of nenbers of this chanber that today we're

going to stand up and say our kids' public health

is not for sale.

| vote aye

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those Senators
voting in the negative on Cal endar 1216 are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Cooney, @llivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza,
Martinez, Mattera, Murray, Cberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, C Ryan,
Scarcel | a- Spanton, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Absent fromvoting are
Senat ors Parker, Ranps and Sutton.

Ayes, 33. Nays, 25.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Thursday, May 29th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, May 29th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 8:25 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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