© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3798

NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

May 21, 2025
4:07 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3799

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer for the
New Yor k Kni cks.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
May 20, 2025, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, My 19,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senator C. Ryan

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Health,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3404A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6223A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1091.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So

order ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from

state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Sean Ryan, on

page 21 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 188, Senate Print 641, and ask
that said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng

Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

anendnents are received, and the bill will retain

its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Stavisky, | wish to call up Senate Print
607, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
899, Senate Print 607, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Education Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease
acknow edge Senat or Weber for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Weber for the purposes of an introduction.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,

M. President.

We have sone special guests here up
inthe gallery fromny district in
Rockl and County.

| want to recognize the Indian
Heritage G oup and the Rockl and I ndian Cul tural
Heritage and Arts Awareness Club, who as | said
are with us in the gallery today as we | ook ahead
to Indian Heritage Month this com ng August.

| would also like to extend a
speci al wel come to Rockl and County Legi sl ator
Dr. Aney Paul -- Dr. Paul, how are you today? --
who has joined us here today as well.

Legi slator Paul, who is of Indian
descent, is not only a dedicated public servant
and tirel ess advocate, but was al so a nurse,
| ong-tinme nurse at Nyack Hospital, where ny
not her had worked for a nunmber of years as well.

Dr. Paul personifies the goodness of
t he Rockl and | ndi an- Anerican community. Rockl and
is honme to a very large and thriving Indian
popul ation, a conmunity that |I'mproud to

represent and proud to get to know each and every
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day.

And earlier today, along with
Assenbl yman Pat Carroll, we were able to tour the
Capitol with my guests here today and we had
lunch as well, and we had sone great
conversations about some of the concerns and sone
of the issues not only specific to the
I ndi an community, but in Rockland County as well.

So | want to thank Dr. Aney Paul and
the groups for being here. | see ny friend
Noah CGeorge there as well, | see Jacob there, and
all the other nmenbers of the ICSR. Wl come here
t oday.

M. President, please wel cone them
here to the gallery and pl ease extend to them al
the courtesies of this house.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wber.

To our guests fromthe
| ndi an- Aneri can comunity of Rockland, we wel conme
you to the Senate. W extend to you all the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease remai n standi ng and be

recogni zed.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
pl ease recogni ze Senator Pal unbo for a notion

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Weber, on
page 53 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 865, Print Nunber 6859, and | ask
that the bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Finance Commttee at the
desk. Can we pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,

fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
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fol |l owi ng nom nati ons.

As conmmi ssioner of the Ofice for
Peopl e with Devel opnental Disabilities,

W | ow Baer.

As nmenbers of the Justice Center
Advi sory Council: Lucina C arke, Deborah L.
Murray, Kanika N Jefferies.

As a menber of the Board of Visitors
of the Capital Region Devel opment Disabilities
Services O fice, Louise K Thomas-Churchill.

As trustee of the City University of
New York, Lorraine Cortés-Vazquez.

As trustee of the Hi gher Education
Servi ces Corporation, Francis Talty.

For pronotion to Major CGeneral of
the Air National Guard, Brigadier General Gary R
Charlton, 11.

For pronotion to Major CGeneral of
the National Guard, Brigadier General Sean M
Fl ynn.

As a menber of the Board of Visitors
of the New York State Honme for Veterans and Their
Dependents at Batavia, Marlene L. Roll.

As a menber of the Board of Visitors

of the New York State Hone for Veterans and Their
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Dependents at Oxford, Lora A Rowe.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmmttee, and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Krueger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Finance Comm ttee, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.

Senat or Krueger on the nom nations.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President. On the nom nations.

| would just like to point out we
are confirmng a list today that we just heard,
and al nost all of themare people that we
actually don't pay, but they're willing to
vol unteer in these positions on behalf of the
peopl e of New York

And |'mgreatly appreciative that we
still have so nmany conmitted people in the State

of New York who are willing to give of their
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time and their self to work to make sure our
agenci es and advi sory councils and visiting
progranms work as best they can.

O course we also have two military
representatives who were pronoted today to be
Maj or General of the Air National Guard and
Maj or General of the National Guard. Those are
actually recormended by the federal governnent
and paid by the federal governnent, but we still
need to confirmthem And we are al ways
appreciative of the conmmtnments that we get, in
coordination with our federal mlitary agencies,
to ensure these positions are appropriately
filled.

But finally, | want to recogni ze the
Comm ssioner of the Ofice for People with
Devel opnental Disabilities, WIlow Baer. She's
up here with us today, perhaps with the entire
agency. |'mnot exactly sure.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Rai se your hand
if you work with WII ow.

Yup, she's got the whole agency with
her .

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR KRUEGER: | will nention
qgui ckly that | have never received so nany
| etters of support for a candidate in any hired
position in the State of New York

So apparently you have a very |large
fan club, which just neans we are expecting an
enor nous anount from you

And based on your interview wth
Fi nance and the Devel opnental Disabilities
Comm ttee yesterday, | feel that all of us who
were in the roomat the tine and listened to the
back-and-forth feel very confident that you are
ready, willing and able to take on this enornous
chal l enge as the official comm ssioner.

|"mnot going to go on because we
have another -- where did she go? Oh, hello --
we have anot her Senator who appropriately
represents the cormittee you overlap with and who
| think also m ght be your personal Senator,
Senator Pat Fahy. So I'd now like to cede the
rest of ny time to Senator Pat Fahy.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Fahy on the nom nati ons.
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SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President. Thank you for allowing ne to
speak.

| rise today in strong support of
Wl ow Baer's nomnation. | rise as chair of the
Disabilities Conmttee. And yes, as
Senat or Krueger just alluded to, I"'mproud to
call her a constituent as well.

| just want to nake note not only
has she received just trenendous support, it's
inmportant to note that this is the largest -- she
oversees the largest |/DD systemin the country.
And she has -- as an acting conm ssioner she has
| ed that agency with conpassion, with |ived
experience, and with a very serious vision.

Just to give a scope or a scale of
this, there are 130,000 people that are served by
OPWDD. Eighty thousand of those are served in
stat e-supported settings, and it's very inportant
that we continue to serve them

| should al so note 100 percent of
t he OPWDD popul ation relies on Medicaid. And at
a time when we are seeing |oonmng and very
serious threats to the budget, particularly the

Medi cai d budget, it is inportant that we have
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sonebody at the hel mof that agency who
under st ands the needs, who understands the

i mportance and understands the individual rights
as we face rather uncertain tines.

She's al so brought |ots of
creativity, pragnmatismand recogni zes the need to
do nore with possibly less in ternms of
i ntegration, while making sure that each
i ndividual is served with sincere conpassion.

W al so face a very serious shortage
with direct service professionals or DSPs, as we
often refer to them while needing to expand
access to dental and preventative healt hcare.
There's so much nore.

But thisis -- with filling this
post | think we are naking a declaration of our
values. And | think Ms. Baer brings the ability
as well as the recognition of inclusion of all
and service to all.

And again, | amin strong support of
her nom nati on.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Fahy.

The question is on the nom nations.
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Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
nom nati ons, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Helm ng, Mttera,
Murray, O Mara, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk
and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
nom nees are confirned.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,

we're going to return to notions and resol utions.

Pl ease take up previously adopted

Resol ution 986, read that resolution's title, and

recogni ze Senator Fahy from her traditional seat
on that side of the chanber.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 986, by
Senat or Fahy, nenorializing Governor Kathy Hochul
to proclaimMay 2025 as Cystic Fibrosis Awareness
Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fahy on the resol ution.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
M. President. |'mplaying nusical chairs.

| rise today in strong support of
this resolution for cystic fibrosis. And we do
have representatives in the gallery, | think to
my left here. And |I'malso rising and supporting
this resolution on behalf of Senator Jake Ashby,
who al so has had constituents here today.

This is -- May of 2025 is
Cystic Fibrosis Awmareness Month. Cystic fibrosis
is a genetic disease that causes persistent |ung
infections and limts the ability to breathe over
time. Forty-thousand children and adults in the
U S., and over 1600 New Yorkers, deal with this,
and |I've known many famlies nmyself. Oten it
requires daily treatnent regi nens.

But we are naking progress here, and
the |life expectancy has changed dramatically.

But of course we do need nore early detection
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t hrough i nfant bl ood screenings is essential.

And the m ssion of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
is to cure the disease and provide all with a

I ong and healthy life.

And again, we've nade trenmendous
advancenents. W're proud that New York is homne
to 21 world-class CF -- or cystic fibrosis --
treatment centers, which provide conprehensive
care and specialized treatnment.

Again, | urge ny colleagues to join
me in recognizing the far-reaching inpact of
this. And | thank the foundation for helping to
ensure that awareness turns into action on those
that do suffer with this disease, and that we
continue to nake progress. And again, | thank
Senat or Ashby as wel | .

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Fahy.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all of
the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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resol uti on was adopted on May 20t h.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC At the request of
t he sponsors, the resolutions are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
185, Senate Print 1409, by Senator S. Ryan, an
act to anmend the Uniform Justice Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 185, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Murray, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
241, Senate Print 566, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 241, voting in the negative are

Senators Ortt, Rhoads, Wal czyk and Wi k.
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Ayes, 55. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
259, Senate Print 1191, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 259, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

282, Senate Print 114, by Senator C eare, an act
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to anend the Banki ng Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
363, Senate Print 3909, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 363, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
364, Senate Print 4188A, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
384, Senate Print 3974, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 384, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
525, Senate Print 643, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the State Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.
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The purpose of the Youth Justice
| nnovation Fund is to unlock the potential of
Rai se the Age, which passed seven years ago. The
Yout h Justice I nnovation Fund woul d direct
$50 mllion to community-based organi zations to
provi de a continuum of services, from prevention,
early intervention, to alternatives to detention
pl acenent and incarceration for youth ages 12
t hrough 25.

The I nnovati on Fund builds on
successful statewide efforts |ike Project Rise,
whi ch has brought over $30 million to conmunities
to conmbat gun viol ence through public health
strategies, including credi ble nmessenger and
vi ol ence interruption prograns.

Overall, youth crime has
consi stently gone down since the Raise the Age
law was first inplenmented in 2018. Evidence from
across the state clearly shows how the | aw has
i mproved conmunity safety and youth well -bei ng.

Despite this significant progress,
New York State has failed to fully deliver on its
prom se to fund conmunity-based services and
progranms that provide alternatives to

i ncarceration, and reentry prograns for young
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people. From 2019 to 2023, only a third of the
noney appropriated for youth justice under Raise
t he Age has been spent.

Utimately, the Youth Justice
| nnovation Fund wi Il supercharge our efforts
under Rai se the Age and direct noney expressly
into our conmunities for prevention,
intervention, and enrichnent.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 525, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, Mttera, Mirray,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Wl czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
593, Senate Print 4957, by Senator Bailey, an act
to anend the Judiciary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 593, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
613, Senate Print 2453, by Senator G anaris, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3823

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 613, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
723, Senate Print 7048, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.
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| rise today in very strong support
of this legislation that takes a necessary and
urgent step towards protecting naternal and
infant health in New York State.

As we all know, perinatal care,
which is care before, during and shortly after
birth, is a critical part of ensuring safe and
heal t hy outconmes for both nothers and babi es.
Across New York, especially in underserved areas
and in rural areas, we've seen a very troubling
trend -- hospitals quietly elimnating or
reduci ng perinatal services w thout conmunity
notice, transparency, or proper oversight.

This bill would require any
addition, decertification, or major change in the
way perinatal services are delivered by a genera
hospital to be reviewed and approved under
Article 28 of the Public Health Law.

Thi s means that nore individuals and
famlies will be aware of these essential
services and nore involved with the
deci si on- maki ng processes that inpact their
quality of care and nore accountability from our
nmedi cal providers.

M. President, as the chair of our
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Senate Conmittee on Wnen's |Issues, and as
sonmeone who represents rural areas where access
to care is already a najor challenge, | know
firsthand how devastating it can be when | abor
and delivery units shut down. Pregnant people
are forced to travel farther and sonmetines across
mul ti ple counties, increasing the risk of
conplications and negative outcones.

This legislation is not about
red tape, it is about ensuring that decisions
that inpact nmaternal and infant |ives are made
t houghtfully, with full oversight and comunity
i nput. Together we can continue to strengthen
mat ernal care, protect famlies, and ensure that
no New Yorker is left without the care they need
at one of the nost vul nerable and i nportant
nonents of their |ives.

| proudly vote aye and encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
739, Senate Print 896, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
765, Senate Print 187A, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to amend the Environmental Conservation
Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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767, Senate Print 2292A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to explain her vote.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

| rise to thank the sponsor for this
| egi sl ation.

As the sponsor's nenp states, in
| ess than three nonths at the end of 2023,
begi nni ng of 2024, 12 dead whal es washed ashore
in New York and New Jersey, and the postnortens
i ndi cated that many of these deaths were caused
by boat strikes.

Earlier in 2023 there was a stretch
where three dead whal es washed ashore on the

tristate beaches in a four-day period, including
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one on Long Beach, in my conmunity.

This bill is a great first step to
educat e boaters about what goes on with whale
strikes and how to prevent them And we need to
be diligent about other initiatives com ng out of
the state, such as the push to fast-track
of fshore wind projects, even those that are
opposed by |l ocal communities, so that they do not
have uni nt ended consequences of disrupting these
sensitive yet vital ecosystens.

For that reason |'mproud to
cosponsor this legislation, and I'"m proud to vote
aye.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 767, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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884, Senate Print 1425, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 884, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Qber acker, O Mara, Pal unbo, Rolison, Stec,
Wal czyk and Weber.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
950, Senate Print 6641A, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
978, Senate Print 2122A, by Senator Fahy, an act
to anend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President.

| rise today to note this
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| egi sl ati on which expands the | egal w ndow for
action agai nst zonbie properties to include a
period after the foreclosure judgnent, which
woul d allow |l ocalities to address this | oophole
that now | eads to nore negl ect of properties.
For years, they go without accountability, and it
can often lead to nore years than a forecl osure
sal e.

The Departnent of Financi al
Servi ces, or DFS, has not prosecuted zonbie
property cases in recent years due to these
current legal constraints. This bill wll
enpower the departnment to reengage with those
properties to take an active role in enforcenent,
along with municipalities.

Here in Al bany and many
muni ci palities across the state, we have a burden
of enforcing these zonbie property laws, and this
wi |l provide nuch-needed support to |ocal
governments. Right here in the Gty of Al bany we
have over a thousand -- a thousand -- zonbie
properties. It can lead to quite a corrosive
ef fect in nei ghborhoods and communities as well
as a whol e host of safety standards, and the red

X's seemto just mark the vandalism and blight.
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So in short, this legislation wll
hel p conmunities across the state address this
blight with vacant properties, and introduce new
housi ng stock to vigorously address our current
housi ng cri sis.

And with that, | thank you,

M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Fahy to be
recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 978, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Chan and Cber acker.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
988, Senate Print 3036, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to anmend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1006, Senate Print 7117, by Senator Sal azar, an

act to anend the Executive Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1006, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1010, Senate Print 6576, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the State Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1086, Senate Print 2261, by Senator Cooney, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1091, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3404A, by
Assenbl ynenber Lavine, an act to amend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Can we pl ease go
to the reading of the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
282, Senate Print 114, by Senator C eare, an act
to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cl eare, do you yield?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

Thank you, Senator C eare, for once
agai n engaging on this bill.

| want to start off -- since it's
been a while, we'll go back a bit. Can we
confirm please, yes or no, does New York State
allow private contractors to operate prisons?

SENATOR CLEARE: Say that again, |
didn't hear you, Senator.

SENATOR BORRELLO Can -- |I'm
sorry, can --

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, by all neans, please clarify.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Does New York State allow private
contractors to operate prisons?

SENATOR CLEARE: No.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay. Through
you, M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So with that
being said, we're tal king about a bill that would
i mpact only New York State-chartered banks, which
is a shrinking popul ation, since nost banks in
New York State are federally chartered.

So we're telling New York State
banks that they cannot invest in contractors who
operate prisons outside of New York State, is
t hat correct?

SENATOR CLEARE: Wer ever they are,
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no private prisons.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So isn't this
bill, then, in effect punishing New York State-
chartered banks, who again are a continually
shri nki ng popul ati on of banks?

SENATOR CLEARE: The purpose of the
bill is to nake sure that we are not investing in
private prisons.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | think this
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is a slippery slope that we're telling banks what
t hey can and cannot invest in, particularly
because, as | said, state-chartered banks are
communi ty banks, the banks that often nake | ocal
deci sions on |l oans, things that are inportant.

So it's inportant for themto have the freedomto
i nvest; otherw se, they can just becone a
federally chartered bank

But with that being said, weren't
you successful in getting non-state-chartered
banks, federally chartered banks to disinvest in
private prisons?

SENATCOR CLEARE: | have
participated in activismand advocacy that | feel
brought that on, yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | appl aud you
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for that. | may disagree with it, but | applaud
you for your advocacy.

Wuldn't it be nore effective to
continue that than to just target and kind of
unfairly punish state-chartered banks?

SENATCR CLEARE: Li ke I said, the
purpose of this bill is to nake sure that it
doesn't happen. Advocacy is always good,
activism but this is another tool.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
coul d the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Shoul dn' t these
state-chartered banks -- again, conmunity
banks -- shouldn't they be able to decide for

t hensel ves who they want to do business with?

SENATOR CLEARE: | don't think this

bill tells themnot to do business, and | think
t hey' ve been able to do busi ness with whonever

they wanted to up until now.
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But | think it's very inportant that
we do not invest in private prisons.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO But you said
that we're not telling themwhat to do, but we
are, actually. Aren't we telling themthat they
cannot invest in a conpany that's business is to
run private prisons, obviously in states outside
of New York?

SENATOR CLEARE: (Conferring.)

New York State has al ready said that we shoul d
not have private prisons. So it is only | ogical
that we should say to our chartered banks not to
invest in private prisons.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Thr ough you,
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M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So from what |
can see, contractor-operated prisons in other
states actually have |ower -- or have | ower rates
of recidivism they typically are newer
facilities that have invested nore heavily in the
facilities.

You know, we have agi ng
infrastructure here. | can tell you that, you
know, prisons and jails in New York State
certainly look like something, you know, froma
century ago, if not nore.

Wth that track record, |I'mnot sure
why we wouldn't want a private contractor -- it
appears that they're at |least having the ability
to provide better results and better facilities
for inmates.

SENATOR CLEARE: | have
experienced, through ny own constituents,
unfortunately, who have served tinme in other --
in private prisons outside of New York State.

And |'ve not found it to be the case that they

are run nore efficiently.
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In fact, there are conplaints and
actually proof of cells that do not |ock. The
wor ker turnover rate is 43 percent. There's |less
training for those officers. There are nore
incidents of inmate-on-inmate viol ence as well as
i nmat e-on-staff viol ence and vice versa.

So | don't share that. Through you
M. President.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senator C eare.

We can have a phil osophi cal
di fference. You know, | think I've been debating
this bill since my first year in the New York
State Senate, so for five -- this is probably ny
sixth time debating this bill.

But this year's a little different
for me. In the past, as |I've said, | think
advocacy works. It's worked effectively.

Senator Cleare's done a good job with that, as
ot hers have.

In the past |I've said -- and it
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still stands true, in my opinion -- that, you
know, we are setting a dangerous precedent by
telling banks what they can or cannot invest in.
But this year, in light of the prison crisis here
in New York State, we are the |ast state to be
telling any other state how they shoul d be
running their prisons. Are you kidding ne.

| nmat e-on-i nmat e vi ol ence is up
dramatically. Inmate-on-staff violence is up
dramatically. Mrale is down. | nean, | can't
t hi nk of another state at the monent, unless we
go to sone third-world banana republic, that has
done a worse job of running their prisons than
New York State has.

So this year nmy nessage is: Wo the
hell are we to tell anybody else howto run their
pri sons?

"1l be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard? Seeing and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

Wiile this bill has conme to the
fl oor on many occasions, today it's probably nore
i mportant than any other tine in recent history.
That is because on the federal |evel, under the
current adm nistration, the use of private
prisons for incarceration and detention is on the
rise.

I n January, an executive order
resci nded the Biden directive that required the
Justice Departnment not to renew contracts with
private prison firns. |Increased ICE activity
virtually guarantees the for-profit conpani es who
operate private prisons a pipeline of revenue.

However, in New York we are taking
the opposite course. This bill sets a very clear

noral and policy principle which foll ows upon the
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fact that we already prohibit the operation of
private prisons in New York State, per
Section 121 of the Correction Law.

Senate Bill 114 extends this
principle further by prohibiting any
state-chartered banking institution from
provi di ng financing or investing in the stocks,
securities or other obligations of an entity that
owns or operates a private correctional facility.

New Yor k has been wi se enough to ban
the very existence of private prisons in this
state, and thus it is conpletely logical to
prohi bit banks chartered by the very sanme state
frominvesting in an activity that we have
declared is not only prohibited but norally
unpal at abl e.

As we stand here today, over
115, 000 people in this country are in private
pri sons, and the nunber being detained by |ICE
only adds to this alarmng figure.

In my public service career | have
hel ped nunerous constituents who have fam |y
menbers in private prisons, and the experience
was horrendous. It is often inpossible to make

contact with your famly nenber or |oved one, to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3847

set up visits or performany kind of wellness
check. There's no accountability, no care or
conpassion. Safety, health, |abor and ot her
standards are | ax.

G ven the fact that private
prisons are a noral, ethical and policy scourge
filled with nonexi stent safety standards for
i ncarcerated individuals and enpl oyees,
initiatives to keep people incarcerated | onger,
and long histories of corruption, this bill makes
conpl ete sense.

New Yor k banks shoul d not be all owed
to profit frominstitutions that the state itself
deens inperm ssible to even exist, plain and
si nmpl e.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

So | was listening to the debate and
doing a little research on ny smartphone -- thank
goodness for these things -- and it turns out the

federal governnment absolutely has the right to
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tell chartered banks at the state and federal
| evel what they can and cannot invest in.

So it is not unprecedented for
New York State to decide that certain kinds of
busi ness activity are not approvable at the state
| evel .

And in fact, what disturbed ne
per haps was that how many conservative states
have done equival ent | aws saying that you can't
i nvest in conpanies that refuse to do firearns
and private prisons, so the opposite side of this
ar gunent .

So it may be a little new for
New York State to pass a bill like this saying
there are certain activities we recogni ze as not
being in the best interests of people. And
there's nore than enough research showi ng very
di sturbi ng outcones at nany private prisons
t hroughout this country, which is why |I'mvery
proud New York State doesn't |let themin our
st at e.

But it's not unprecedented and
apparently it's not even unusual for banks to be
regul ated by sonme | evel of government as to the

ki nds of investnents they can and cannot make.
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And so |"mvery glad you brought the
bill to the floor, made ne educate nyself, and
|"mvery happy to vote for this bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 282, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rolison, C. Ryan, Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
765, Senate Print 187A, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to amend the Environmental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,

woul d t he sponsor vyield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. |s your goal to protect human
heal th and the environnent from PFAS?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. This bill, which is very
simlar to one we passed | ast session -- and that
passed 60 to 1, with support on both sides of the
aisle -- would ban PFAS, which is another word
for per- and pol yfluoroal kyl chem cals, which we
know cause a variety of adverse health effects,

i ncl udi ng reproductive probl ens, cancer, kidney
damage, and behavi oral and cognitive effects.

W know that the World Heal th
Organi zation has |isted PFAS as a carci nogen, as
has the NCI. And our own EPA has said that there
is no safe anobunt of PFAS for a hunan.

So the goal is to ban intentionally
added PFAS froma variety of consuner products
and restrict PFAS that is unintentionally present

in these products above the | evel of detection.
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The short answer to ny coll eague's
guestion: Yes, to protect human health.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The bill that
you're presenting today has provided a nunber of
exceptions for industrial applications,
industrial water treatnent, industrial
manuf act uri ng processes, et cetera. Wy not an
all-out ban of all PFAS in the State of New York?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Well, we are certainly
taking every step that we think is reasonabl e at
this time, having the information that we know.

So | hope ny col |l eague agrees that
this is a prudent nmeasure in the sense that for
what we are proposing to ban, we have scientific
evi dence to back it up

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But there are
exceptions in this bill, correct?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Have you had
i nput from producers and users of products that
woul d be affected by the ban in the State of
New Yor k?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough

you, M. President, yes.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: If PFAS is
detectable at very low |levels in water, and
manuf acturers use that water in their production
processes, howw Il this bill's second-phase ban
on PFAS to sone | evel be determ ned feasible by
DEC?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. The idea is simlar to what
we have instituted in the ban on PFAS for
apparel, and |I'm assum ng al so fast food
packagi ng and firefighting foam

The DEC and t he Departnment of Health
will regulate after we pass this |egislation and
make, you know, their decision based on
information that's tailored to the product from
which we are trying to ban PFAS.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3854

M. President will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | f manufacturers
are using water in the State of New York in the
production of their products, PFAS has been found
in water sources everywhere. WII| they be
expected to renove the PFAS fromthe water before
t hey produce products here in the State of
New Yor k?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Wat we are trying to do is
to upstreamthis problemand actually focus on
the source. And in this case these are products
t hat contain a contam nant.

Look, I don't have to tell ny
col | eagues across the aisle about the travails of
t he good people in the Town of Hoosick Falls,
where a water contam nation due to a century-old
pl ant that produced a Teflon-like material has
resulted in scores of illnesses and ot her

ailments for that | ocal comunity.
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|"mvery proud that New York State
has recently stepped in and instituted a new
water treatnent facility, but at the cost of
mllions of dollars and after, you know, over a
decade of lawsuits, lawsuits that, you know,
still linger.

And it's not just Hoosick Falls,
it's Newburgh and other towns that have
contam nated water supplies. |In fact, the EPA
recently said that New York State has
significantly nore dangerous drinking water than
any other state in the entire country.

Bet ween 2019 and 2023, nore than
50 percent of residents of our state drank from
public water systens that commtted healt h-based
vi ol ations during that period, according to the
EPA.

So we're trying to address the
probl em at the head of the river, not downstream
And we think by renmoving PFAS -- by mandating the
removal of PFAS froma variety of consumer
products will incentivize manufacturers,
conpani es and other corporate actors to take this
step now rather than wait for the contam nation

| at er.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The question was
specifically on manufacturers, whether they'l|
have to renmove PFAS fromwater if they're using
water in the State of New York in the
manuf act uri ng process.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. If it's certainly feasible,
yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How di d you
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sel ect January 1, 2027, for an enactnent date for
this | egislation?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, we thought that was a
reasonable tinmeline in order to gain conpliance
for this | aw

And mind you, New York has already
taken steps -- again, | nentioned firefighting

foam and fast food pizza boxes and apparel.

And New York's not alone. There are

other states -- in fact, states |ike M nnesota,
Connecti cut, Rhode |sland, Mine, Washington,
Col orado, Vernont, that have taken simlar steps
as this bill would propose.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Sol ar panels are
coated with applications which contain PFAS.

Wul d the coating for solar panels be banned
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under this new | egislation?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. No, that's a specialty
i ndustrial coating which does not fall under our
legislation. In fact, it's one of the
exceptions.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What about
architectural paint, interior/exterior paint that
peopl e use on their hones, would that be banned
under this |egislation?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Architectural paint, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And when we say
architectural paint, by definition we're talking
about that would be paint that sonebody buys off
of the shelf at a big box store and uses to paint
the outside or the inside of their home, is that
correct?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this
| egislation, the way that it's witten, that
essentially bans nost of the architectural paint
that New Yorkers are currently purchasing in the
State of New York, right?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
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you, M. President, we think not. W think it's
about 8 percent, as | understand it to be, of
pai nt products on the shelves at your |ocal
Sherwi n-W I lians store.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The industry has
certainly given ne a percentage nunber nuch
hi gher than that. |'mnot sure where 8 percent
cane from

But the industry is pretty concerned
about this being an all-out ban for alnost all of
t he paint products for architectural paint that
they currently purchase.

You did nention Maine and M nnesot a,
a nunber of other states that have done simlar
| egislation, which | think there's a great nerit
to alot of the issue that you' re tackling here.

Those bans actually haven't included
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architectural paint. They didn't include paint
because they foll owed good science show ng that
paint isn't contributing to the health or the
envi ronnent the way that PFAS is in a nunber of
ot her applications.

Wiy was paint included in your
| egislation where it was left out in the other
states?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. W think those other states
actually -- although the ban isn't specifically
mentioned in terns of paint, we think based on
the -- our understanding of those statutes in
different states that they are included in sone
of those states.

And your question again, |I'mso
sorry, why -- | apol ogize.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, please clarify the question.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah. Through
you, M. President. M question was, why did you
choose to ban architectural paint where other
states have not?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough

you, M. President. W -- again, | take issue

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3862

with the fact that nmy col |l eague says that other
states have not banned architectural paint that
contains PFAS. Qur reading of some of those
stat ut es suggests they have, in fact.

Secondly, the industrial production
of these paints can | ead to contam nation of
wat er supply.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Vel |, one of the
exceptions that you're providing in this
legislation is specifically the industrial
wat er -t reat nent exception. So that woul d suggest
to me that you're not concerned about PFAS when
it cones to those coatings and industrial uses,
when it cones to water treatnment facilities in
the State of New York

Am | reading that wong?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3863

you, M. President, yes, | think you are reading
into our intentions wong. W are concerned
about paint.

" mnot certain what your specific
guestion is.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? Senator Hoyl man-Sigal, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So on page 2, the
first three lines here go through the definition
of architectural paint, which you define, and
we' ve already tal ked about interior/exterior.

But it then goes on to say that architectura
pai nt shall not include industrial original
equi pnent for specialty coatings. |s that
correct?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes.

And the reason we are including it,
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we think there are feasible alternatives. And
that's why we included it.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And under neat h
that definition, industrial products
specifically -- so these are under the "cleaning
product” definition, specifically if you | ook at
line 13, that's where you say industrial water
treatnent. So this, for industrial water
treatnent, would not be included.

That's a carveout for industrial
water treatnment, is that correct?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: New Yor ker s
actually buy $870 million worth of paint. Are
you concerned about the econom c inpact or sales
tax inmpact in the State of New York if
New Yorkers get a new regul ation? Sone of the
paint -- you say 8 percent, the industry says
over half of the paint that's on the shel ves
ri ght now contains some of the chem ca
conpositions that this |egislation would ban.

Are you concerned that those
residents of the State of New York will be going
to New Jersey or Pennsylvania or Canada to
purchase their paint? Are you concerned about
t he econom c inpact?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Well, the tineline that ny
col | eague nentioned, until 2027, is an off-ranp
for these retail establishnments to sell the paint
that this bill proposes to inpose the ban on
PFAS.

But | would just say, generally
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speaki ng, |'m nore concerned about human heal t h
than I am about paint sal es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On that topic, so
PFAS has been used in a nunber of products in
pai nt and coatings. Fluoropolyners are used for
thermal , chem cal, photochem cal, hydrolytic,
oxi dative and biostability principles within
pai nt products. They are considered, by the
federal government, low toxicity.

Al so non-bi oavail abl e, so the human
health concern is that those PFAS products and
the way that the chemicals are structured within
t he paint products that the industry is currently
produci ng -- non-bi oavail abl e, non-water sol ubl e,
and nonnobile -- would suggest that those don't
i mpact hunman health as approved to date. That's

how | understand it.
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| s that how you understand it as
wel | ?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you. No.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes. Yes,
t hank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So pai nts have
been built to last and proven not to contani nate
wat er or to endanger human health for the reasons
that 1've just outlined. And that's why | was
curious why paint was incl uded.

| do agree with a nunber of the
provisions within this, but as | started with a
guestion right at the top, if you're concerned
about the environnmental inpact or the human
health inmpact, | just don't know how t hat
translates into paint products that New Yorkers

woul d currently buy off the shelf.
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| wouldn't want to alarm people to
think that there is a current product that wll
remain even if this |egislation passes and is
signed into law, a current product that is
dangerous to themthat will still be sold in the
State of New York.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Well, | think there's
wi despread acknow edgnment that products that
contain these contam nants are dangerous.

| think that we as a legislative
body need to take steps to renobve those products,
as far as we can, with the exceptions that we've
l'isted.

And third, | would say that
consuners have to nake these decisions for
t hemsel ves and their famlies.

But we've provided a tineline for
conpl i ance, but we acknow edge through this bil
and through the other bans on fast food
packagi ng, firefighting foam and apparel, that
PFAS and PFCS are dangerous to human health, as
the Wirld Health Organi zation and the Nati onal
Cancer Institute have stated.

And so we are trying to be prudent
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here -- not trying to be alarm st, but trying to
be prudent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So over tine
we' ve changed, and | think with some good cause
in the past, paint products in the State of
New York. Current law requires paint to be
| ow vol atile organic conpound -- in order to neet
air quality standards, actually. And new paints
have reduced em ssions by using fluoropol yner
bi nder structure.

Doesn't this take a step backwards
if we're putting ol der technology in paint and
i ncreasi ng em ssions that paint products may have
in the State of New York?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Specifically about

fl uoropol yners such as Teflon, they are a famly
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of high-perfornmance plastics and the production
of themis dangerous, as has been shown recently
in a nedical journal called The Lancet that
connected these type of chenmicals to male
infertility, anong other things.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the U. S
Depart ment of Energy has stated the uni que
characteristics of fluoropolyners can enhance
product durability, sustainability and safety.
Products that are lighter, longer-lasting, wll
generally have lower |ife-cycle costs, enbodi ed
energy, transportation-related em ssions, and
safety ri sks.

So if we're taking a reduction by
going to -- reduction in quality by going to a
nore organic paint, say, why reduce the quality

in the paint and expect New Yorkers to paint
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their hones nore frequently, the insides of their
homes nore frequently, to have paint that's nore
likely to chip, bubble, need to be repainted nore
frequently? Isn't that a concern?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: | just
| earned -- through you, M. President -- that
there's an organi zation called the American
Coati ng Associ ation, and they apparently have
t hensel ves, a trade association group, shown that
pai nts without PFAS and with alternatives are
actually as durable and have very simlar
gqualities as the ones with fluoropol yners.

So | don't think we're sending any
consuners into the desert when it cones to
pai nting their hones.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: El i m nation of
PFAS in many different applications, | think to
t he sponsor's greater point here, is inportant,
and we've nade a | ot of headway. This bill does
do sone good in phasing out PFAS in certain

products that could endanger the health of
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New Yorkers as well as our environnent.

However, this bill is really
i gnoring sone good science, especially when we're
tal ki ng about polynmers, paints, coatings that
have proven not to be a danger to human health or
to the environment -- and | think could actually
have the reverse effect, especially when we're
tal ki ng about the environnent.

This may set New York back on
em ssions standards, will obviously frustrate
consuners cone January 1, 2027, as was pointed
out, and | think ignores sone good science.

| think in the marketplace of ideas,
| ooking at the other states that have had PFAS
bans, and even our neighbor to the north, Canada,
there is a reason why -- you know, they had
| ooked at paints, but they also | ooked at the
sci ence and decided, all right, these chem ca
conmpounds actually aren't a biodanger, they're
non-wat er soluble, they're not going to be a
probl em | i ke some other PFAS are.

And it's because of these provisions
that 1'Il be voting no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
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any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Senat or Cberacker, to explain or are

you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR OBERACKER: Expl ai n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So we're
going to go through and just want to rmake sure.

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO M. President,
upon consent, we've agreed to restore this bil
to the noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
beracker to explain his vote.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
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M. President.

You know, right now |I'm having

amesia and déja vu at the sanme tine. | think
have forgotten this before. | was the |one vote
no the last tine this bill canme to the floor, and

| voted no nore so on the issue that chem cal s
lately -- since |I've been here in the Senate,
M. President, five years -- chemicals here are
starting to take on this om nous -- this om nous
figure, this om nous position that all chem cals
are bad, and they're not.

| do think there are sonme areas this
bill addresses that do nake sense, but | would
propose to you, M. President, that the carveout
that we've seen and that my col |l eague brought up
about the solar panels, the scientist in ne would
say if we had a 40- or 50-acre solar array with
t hese panels that are treated, that are being |
woul d say attacked by ultraviolet rays that tend
to break down chem cals, and then we have these
rains that we've seen, these mcroburst storns
that we're seeing that would bring the rainwater
in and so on.

So where are all these chem cals

that | each off of this, where are they going?
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Are they nore detrinental to the health and
wel fare of our New Yorkers?

Because | can tell you
unequi vocally, M. President, that if we were to
sanple that, | believe that we would see that the
chemi cals that we're tal ki ng about woul d
definitely be at levels of concern.

Sol find it interesting that we're
worried about it in clothing. You know,

M. President, as an outdoorsnman who | oves to go
out in the outdoors, but when it's raining | |ove
to have the rain shed off of my Gore-Tex suit.

So with that in mnd, M. President,
| will be voting no. And | would hope that we
woul d al | ow our conpanies to have a little bit
nore tine to institute these changes as we nove
forward in regards to chem cal s.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
beracker to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.
| enjoyed the debate. That's one of

the things | |ove about being a Senator, you get
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to listen to all these debates fromintelligent
peopl e and you get to read sone research while
they're doing it.

So | think it was fascinating that
t he di scussion seenmed to focus on paint, because
it turns out there's a really good reason not to
| et PFAS "forever"” chemcals in paint. And you
know why we know this? Ever hear about lead in
pai nt and the problens that we're now living with
decades later, as children eat the crunbling
paint off the walls and devel op brain danage, as
that paint just sort of turns into dust that is
i nhal ed by people living in homes with | ead-based
pai nt ?

The odor when you pai nt sonething
has the chemcals init. W all know what an
apartnent or a house snells |ike when you're
painting it.

Those exact problens and the
research that we know from decades on lead is
exactly why PFAS in paint should be a priority
for this Legislature to say: Let's stop, guys.

And | heard the concerns about how
much paint has PFAS in it. And to be honest, |

don't know that either side knew. But | did do
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research, and pretty nmuch every major paint
corporation that we're famliar with the nanes
and we are buying paint fromnow, offer non-PFAS
paint as well as PFAS paint.

So | don't actually think
New Yorkers will have to |l eave the state to buy
paint. | don't even think they'll have to | eave
their local store where they're buying paint now.
They just should ask for no PFAS in ny paint,
pl ease, or by January '27 | guess not be able to
buy PFAS pai nt.

But every major brand |I could | ook
up has options. So | think the bill overall is
the right thing to do. | think clearly getting
PFAS out of paint that we're using in our hones
is acritical thing to do. And with all due
respect, nmaybe we should also outlaw it on sol ar
panels. | don't know, | think it's worth doing
nore research. O course solar panels are on the
outsi de of our hones, not on the inside of our
homes, so less likely the baby's going to be
peeling the solar panel and nibbling on it than
on the wall.

But naybe we should do even nore

research and find alternatives for solar panels
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as wel | .

| very happily vote yes,
M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or WAl czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Federal Trade Conmi ssion

all ows | abeling of products with fluoropol yner

bi nders to be | abel ed PFAS-free, which is why a
gui ck Googl e search all owed you to see that there
are a nunber of paint products out there that are
| abel ed PFAS-free.

However, the binders that are banned
inthis legislation will allow even those PFAS --
t hose PFAS-free | abel ed products woul d cone off
t he shel ves for New Yorkers.

| continually vote no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 765, voting in the negative are
Senators Chan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Cberacker,

O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk and
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Ayes, 47. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
988, Senate Print 3036, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to anmend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo, why do you rise?

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for a few
guestions, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. And through you, M. President.

Just a few questions regardi ng what
this bill does. And there are really two aspects
toit. And the title indicates that it makes
sonme changes to the Civil Practice Law and Rul es
regardi ng maki ng technical corrections to ensure

gender-neutrality for the adm ssion to practice
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I aw.

And when | | ook at this, Chairnman,
just have a -- just to clarify that it
essentially just takes the "chairman" | anguage,

changing it to "chairperson,” the references to
"his" it changes to "they," "their" and "the
applicant.” So it's gender-neutrality with
respect to the language in that particular bill.
| s that accurate?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO And t hank you for
that clarification.

So the other nechanics of the bill
don't have anything to do with gender-neutrality,
SO0 to speak, it has to do with the application
for adm ssion to the bar. And specifically, the

meat of it is a few lines.
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It says (reading): The
guestionnaire shall not include any questions
requiring the disclosure of the applicant's
hi story of interaction with | aw enforcenment or
the crimnal justice system if such interaction,
one, is no longer pending and did not result in a
conviction; two, resulted in a juvenile
proceedi ng or yout hful offender adjudication; or,
three, resulted in a conviction which is now
sealed. And |I'massumng that's at the tinme of
t he application.

So through you, M. President, ny
guestion is that would also include -- let ne
rephrase that. That would actually be nore
expansi ve than the current application process,
whi ch requires you to offer any interaction with
| aw enf orcenent.

I's that al so accurate?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And | see here the | anguage in
guestion, or at issue, is that they ask you --
and for the nonlawers here, if | could just go
on the bill just for one second, after --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

After you graduate | aw school and
after you pass the bar exam nation, you then have
a character and fitness interview, which is
essentially -- we used to call it the ethics
interview -- where you are also interviewed by an
admtted | awer, usually soneone who is a nenber
of the Bar Association, who would then determ ne
your, quote, character and fitness.

And one of those questions on that
application is: Have you ever, either as an
adult or a juvenile, been cited, ticketed,
arrested, taken into custody, charged wth,

i ndi cted, convicted or tried for or pleaded
guilty to the conm ssion of any felony or

m sdeneanor or the violation of any | aw or been
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t he subj ect of any juvenile delinquency or
yout hf ul of fender proceeding? Traffic violations
that occurred nore than 10 years before the
filing of this application need not be reported,
except al cohol or drug-related traffic
vi ol ations, which nmust be reported in all cases,
irrespective of when they occurred. Do not
report parking violations.

That's the | anguage at issue that
woul d now be stricken as a result of this
| egi sl ation.

So woul d t he sponsor continue to
yield, M. President.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Hoyl man, do you yield? Senator Hoyl man-Si gal

yi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And Senator, with regard to that,
any -- any conviction or any seal ed conviction --

"1l really just address the third part because |
really don't have too much issue with the first
two, juvenile adjudications or cases that did not
result in any sort of action by the crim nal

justice system-- an acquittal or sonething.
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Regarding that, so if soneone, for
exanpl e, under New York | aw was convicted of a
grand larceny eight or nine years earlier and
through Clean Slate that particular conviction is
now seal ed, would they not have to disclose that
with -- in light of this newlegislation if they
were applying for adm ssion to the bar?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Yes. CQur colleague is
correct.

And we are follow ng the
recommendat i ons of both the New York State Bar
and the Gty Bar. W think that this bill brings
the Gvil Practice Law and Rules specifically in
connection with adm ssion to practice law, in
line with the New York State Human Ri ghts | aw and
the law that we proudly passed in the last five
year called Cean Sl ate.

So this is parallel to those reforns
and reports that have supported that effort.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And currently admtted | awers --
like | believe the two of us are -- if we're
convicted of a felony, we |ose our license
automatically, isn't that accurate? You can't
even reapply for adm ssion for at |east seven
years. That's the current state of the law for
conviction while admtted to practice. |Is that
accurate?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.
Through you, M. President.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

On the bill, please.

Thank you for your conments,
Chai r man.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUMBO So,

M. President, this is a bridge way too far.
When you think about character and fitness for
adm ssion to the bar, that doesn't necessarily
prohi bit you frombeing admtted, but it's

inmportant. |If you're convicted, if you are a
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serial thief, you steal for years and years from
your enployer, fromthe elderly, you conmt
nortgage fraud, that's inportant when it conmes to
character and fitness as a | awer.

Why, do you ask? People don't like
| awyers, right, they think we're all a little bit
slippery at sone point just because that's the
perception. But |awers have one of the nost
i mportant responsibilities in society when it
comes to overseeing -- not only representing
peopl e, but overseei ng ot her people's noney.

Wen | was in a busy practice we had
mllions of dollars on any given day in our
escrow accounts of other people's noney that was
not ours, that we were supposed to watch. And if
you see, being a nenber on the Judiciary
Comm ttee, being a ranking nenber in both houses,
| get a lot of information regarding | awers
bei ng adnoni shed, bei ng censured, suspended and
bei ng di sbarred. You have themgetting -- if
you're convicted of a felony, you' re gone. Your
license is gone. You can try again in seven
years -- which it usually takes much | onger than
that to get readmtted to the bar.

But nore inportantly, in the event
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you are -- you have m sdeneanors or there are
ot her suspensions and so forth, and other aspects
of the Ethics Code or disciplinary proceedi ngs
when you're convicted of a crinme. But if you
touch your escrow, on al nost every occasion
people -- |I've represented | awers -- DWs, other
different -- the charge is a felony, you get it
reduced, they keep their license. You nmess with
escrow, you're gone. They punch your ticket.
You lose it.

And t hey shoul d, because that is a
very, very inmportant thing that is very unique to
the practice of |aw

So if you do not have this sort of

screening -- and as | said, the first two, you've
rehabilitated yourself -- this is a winkle.
This is a problem! had with -- not to get too

far afield, this was the problemwth

Clean Slate. You don't need to be proven that
you're rehabilitated. You don't need to make an
application |like the | aw was just before we
enacted Clean Slate. You would have to go back
to court and say, Look, nea cul pa, |ook at ne
now, |'ma productive nmenber of society, please

seal this conviction.
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It's automatic. And that's a
concern. You can have bad peopl e who shoul d have
no busi ness practicing |law and bei ng entrusted
wi th other people's noney and their |ives because
of this |egislation.

| get it, it's well intended. But
this is actually dangerous to our nenbers of
society. And as a result, I'll be voting no and
| encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Pal unbo.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC M. President,
upon consent, we've agreed to restore this bil
to the noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Upon
consent, this bill is restored to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
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act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 988, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, Ott, O Mra,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, C. Ryan, Skoufis, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 35. Nays, 24.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

| s there any further business at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn
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until tonorrow, Thursday, May 22nd, at 11:00 a. m
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, May 22nd, at 11:00 a.m
In New York you know what tine it
is: Go New York, Go New York, Co!
(Whereupon, at 5:32 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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