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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
Monday, May 19, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, My 16,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Gonzal ez
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Codes,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1550 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6975, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 641.

Senat or Jackson noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Civil Service and Pensi ons,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7424 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7646, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 952.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

On behal f of Senator Persaud, | w sh
to call up Senate Print 518, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
109, Senate Print 518, by Senator Persaud, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | al so have
anmendnents on the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills:

By Senator Krueger, page 22,

Cal endar Nunber 634, Senate Print 2433;
Senat or Skoufis, page 26,
Cal endar Nunber 697, Senate Print 6368;
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on, page 50,

Cal endar Nunber 983, Senate Print 4917.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adopt
the Resolution Calendar, with the exception of
Resol ution 1067.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 1067, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
Senat or Hi nchey for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hi nchey for an introduction.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

At the heart of our denobcracy are
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the prom ses of freedom and equality, ideals that
have | ong made our country a beacon for the world
and rem nd us that governnent should al ways be
of, by and for the people.

But those ideals don't sustain
t hensel ves. They depend on every generation
pi cking up the mantel, staying engaged, and
advanci ng a denocracy that's better, nore
i nclusive, and nore account abl e.

Today |'m proud to wel cone an
inspiring group of students to our Senate
chanber: Menbers of the Denbcracy Matters C ub
at Emma Wl lard School in Troy, including
nei ghbors frommy district in Hudson.

This chapter is part of a national
student-1led organi zation that's grow ng on
hi gh school and col | ege canpuses across the
country. Students fromEnma WIlard neet weekly
to discuss the issues shaping our conmunities and
country. They run voter registration drives for
their peers, wite letters to elected officials
on issues |like the environnment, voting rights and
canpai gn finance reform and advocate for nore
transparency and accountability in governnent.

The cl ubs have been active at
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Emma Wllard for the | ast eight years, and the
sust ai ned | evel of engagenent from these students
i s nothing short of inpressive.

Denocracy Matters was founded in
2001 by former MBA pl ayer Adonal Foyle and his
parents, Joan and Jay Mandl e, constituents of
mne in the Hudson Valley. They started
Denocracy Matters based on the sinple and true
belief that civic engagenent isn't something you
growinto later inlife, it's for everyone,
especially for young peopl e who deserve a voice
in shaping their future right now.

To the students here today --

Nadia Mtic, Fiona Kelly from Hudson,

Eden Kopans, and Qivia Verrillo -- and our
chaperones -- Katie Duglin, H story and Soci al
Servi ces Departnent chair, and Joan Mandl e,
executive director of Denocracy Matters -- thank
you for your passion and your purpose.

We're so happy to have you here.
think | speak for everyone in this chanber when
say keep caring and pushing the future that you
want to see.

M. President, if you would pl ease

extend to themall the privileges of this chanber
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and wel conme themto the Capitol

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
Resol ution 1067, by Senator Ranpbs, read that
resolution's title, and recogni ze Senator RanoDs,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1067, by
Senat or Ranps, honoring the Lexington School for
t he Deaf upon the occasion of hosting its
28t h Annual Basketball C assic vs.
Assenbl y/ Senate All-Stars on May 20, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
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M. President.

Today is one of my favorite days of
the year here in the Senate because we honor the
ol dest and | argest school for the deaf in
New York State. And of course tonight there's a
bi g basketball ganme. So | want to begin by
t hanki ng ny col | eagues, ny basketbal | -1 ovi ng
col | eagues, for volunteering to get beat by the
Bl ue Jays fromthe Lexington School for the Deaf
t oni ght .

And of course a big shout-out to
them who are here in the gallery with us today.
Fol ks, that's your big conpetition tonight, and |
can tell you they nmean busi ness.

We're tipping off the 28th Annual
Lexi ngt on Basketball C assic tonight. And let ne
tell you, ny heart is dribbling right al ongside
our Blue Jays. | see hustle, | see heart, | see
Queens grit. And I'mtal king Knicks to Mets,
basel i ne to basel i ne.

The Lexi ngton School for the Deaf is
a dynasty. Since 1864, Lexington's been buil ding
access, community and excell ence way before it
was trending. ASL and English: Lexington was

runni ng a bilingual offense before nost school s
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knew how to pass the ball. Early chil dhood
progranms? Lexington had that covered while
i nclusion was still warm ng the bench.

And when it cones to academi cs,
athletics and the arts, that's a three-point
play. And Lexington's got the followthrough.

To our Blue Jays tonight, you're not
just here to play, you're here to show out. Deaf
excellence isn't just alive, it's undefeated.

And with that being said, it's a
privilege to establish this resolution in honor
of the Lexington School for the Deaf. For over a
century they've represented and established an
envi ronment of growth, |earning and success. W
are proud to acknow edge their |egacy today and
t he school's inpact on ny district.

And, last thing, if any of these
Senat ors down here try to bl ock your shot
tonight, remind themthat they may wite the
| aws, but you wite the highlight reel. So show
t hem how East El mhurst does, and make us proud.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ranops.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Ranps for
this inportant resolution. | want to thank ny
col | eagues. Most inportantly, | want to thank
t he Lexi ngton School for the Deaf for com ng up
year after year.

It's no secret that |I'man
i ncredi bly huge sports fan, and |'ve said it on
this floor many tinmes: Sports is the world's
greatest social currency, and it brings people
t oget her that may not have ever been able to have
a conversation

But you show people that you are
nore than not being able to hear so well. You
rise above that. You show that on that court you
can do anything that you put your mnd and your
heart to.

So I"'m |l ooking forward to a spirited
game. |'mlooking forward to seeing you al
stand up so | can see the scouting report to see
who's really tall and who might throw me on the
floor like one guy did a couple of years ago.

But 1'mreally excited about

tonight's gane, but I'mreally nore excited about
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you never giving up on your educational path.

And I"'mreally even nore excited about the
futures that you have, not just on the court but
in the gane of life. Congratulations in advance,
because you're al ready w nners.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: It's a fun tine

at the basketball game, for anyone that wants to
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go wat ch.

Previ ously adopt ed Resol uti on 298,
by Senator Fernandez, please read its title and
recogni ze Senator Fernandez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 298, by
Senat or Fernandez, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim April 13, 2025, as
Bori nqueneers Day in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

Today we recogni ze one of the nost
di stingui shed fighting forces in our nation's
history: The 65th Infantry Regi ment of the
United States Arny, known proudly as the
Bori nqueneers. Formed on this day 126 years ago,
in 1899, the H spanic segregated unit served in
Wrld War 1, World War 11, and nost notably in
t he Korean War, where their skill, discipline and
val or becane | egendary.

They fought in nine major canpaigns

and carried out what woul d becone the |ast U S.
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Arny bayonet assault in history. Their record in
battl e was so exceptional that five-star Ceneral
Dougl as MacArt hur hinsel f praised them saying
"They are witing a brilliant record of

achi evenent in battle, and I am proud indeed to
have themin this command. "

Their courage was recogni zed not
only with words but with distinction -- thousands
of Purple Hearts, Bronze Stars, Silver Stars, and
eventual |y the Congressional Gold Medal.

And in 2014, Congress designated
April 13th as Borinqueneers Day, National
Bor i nqueneers Day.

Today with this resolution we ask
New York State to join that recognition, because
Bori nqueneers didn't just serve our country.

From Buffalo to the Bronx, from Suffol k County to
Rochester, these soldiers settled here, raised
famlies here, and shaped our nei ghborhoods.

This is a statew de | egacy.

For nme, this effort began with the
story of one man, Jose A Rivera-Carrion. A
Private First Cass in Conmpany G whom | honored
| ast year in our veterans cerenony,

M. Rivera-Carrion played a key role in the
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assault on Hi Il 88 during the Korean War,
clearing the path for his conmpany whil e under
heavy fire. He earned the Silver Star for his
gal l antry.

When Ricardo Garcia -- ny guest on
the floor today -- shared his story with ne,
knew we found the right person to induct into the
Veterans hall of Fane. In many ways, this
resolution started with him

M. Rivera-Carrion still lives in
the Bronx. He celebrated his birthday this past
April -- on April 13th, actually, the same day we
now seek to honor across the state.

Wth this resolution we affirmthat
t he Bori nqueneers are part of New York's proud
history. W nmeke their | egacy permanent, and we
send a clear nmessage their service will always be
remenbered and cel ebrated by the people of this
st at e.

| want to thank those that hel ped
Create a programtoday. A commttee was
assenbled led by Ricardo Garcia, who is the
veterans director at Hostos Conmmunity College, in
conjunction with Jorge Mercado, the Borinqueneers

hi stori an and veterans advocate -- and
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Congr essi onal Gold Medal recipient -- and
Casimro D. Rodriguez, Sr., president of the
Hi spani c Heritage Council of Wstern New York

Today we had a program sharing the
beauti ful history, the colorful history, and
sonetimes sad history of the Borinqueneers and
what they've contributed to New York and the
United States.

It was a wonderful history |esson,
and | intend to continue this |esson every year
as we continue to pass this resolution on our
Senate fl oor.

So | thank the | eadership for
bringing this to the floor. This is the first
time the Borinqueneers have been honored with a
resolution here in our house. The Assenbly al so
passed a resolution. And | am deeply honored to
begin a new tradition for us as we conti nue
honori ng those who have fought and defended this
country.

Thank you. | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Baskin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,
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M. President.

| rise today to acknow edge, support
and thank our | eader and Senator Fernandez for
the resol ution comenorating the New York State
Bori nqueneers Hall of Fane Day, honoring the
65th Infantry Reginent, the |argest and
| ongest - st andi ng segregated Latino mlitary unit
in our nation's history.

The Bori nqueneers served in
Wrld War 1, World War 11, and nost notably in
t he Korean War, where they fought in sone of the
fiercest battles of our nation. On top of
difficulties of going to battlefields every
si ngl e day, Borinqueneers, like other mnority
groups, faced discrimnation for the col or of
their skin and for the | anguage that they spoke.

It took 60 years for this group to
be formally honored. 1In 2014, President Barack
bana awar ded t he Bori nqueneers the Congressional
Gold Medal in recognition for their service and
valor. In 2020, President Biden created the
Nat i onal Bori nqueneers Day.

And in ny district, just last nonth
t he Bori nqueneers Menorial Way was acknow edged

and hi ghlighted and designated on Virginia Street
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on the West Side of Buffalo.

Also in nmy district, M. President,
10 years ago we unveil ed the Hi spanic Amrerican
Vet erans Menorial Mnunment, which honors
Western New York's Borinqueneers. This nonunment
was spear headed by the Hi spanic Heritage Counci
of Western New York, whose president, Casimro
Rodriguez, is here today. M. Rodriguez is also
a national honorary menber of the Borinqueneers
Congr essi onal Gold Medal Conmitt ee.

And finally I want to recognize
M. Juan Bautista Negron-Rivera. M. Rivera was
a nenber of the Puerto Ri can National Guard and
in 1951 was called up to fight in the Korean War,
serving in Conpany E in the 65th Infantry
regiment. After the war, M. Rivera settled in
my district of Buffalo, New York, where he
continued his public service as a cof ounder of
the Pucho Aivencia Comunity Center, which is
the center for the Puerto Rican conmunity in
Buf f al o.

M. Riverais 93 years old and
unfortunately could not be here in person with us
today, but | am hunbled to have him serve and to

have himas ny constituent as well as nany ot her
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Buf f al oni an Bori nqueneers.

Thank you, Senator Fernandez, again
for your |eadership and bringing forth this
resol ution.

And our eternal thanks,

M. President, to all Borinqueneers across our
nation. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Serrano on the resol ution.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

And | would like to express ny
gratitude to all of nmy colleagues -- in
particul ar, Senator Fernandez, for bringing forth
this really inportant resol ution here today.

The Bori nqueneers -- well, as a
proud Puerto Rican, it's inportant that we know
about the Borinqueneers and about their
tremendous | egacy. So grateful for our guests
who are here with us in the chanber today for
their educating all of us on this very inportant
part of our history.

My dad, who's a former nenber of the
US Arny, from 1964 through 1967, spoke a great
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deal to ne about the Borinqueneers and how

i nportant they are and, indeed, the long history
of the Puerto Rican community in our arnmed
forces. The very |arge percentage of

Puerto Ricans in all wars since 1899 and beyond
have been overrepresented by the Puerto Rican
comunity.

My dad, who was al so a forner nenber
of Congress, in 2014 advocated for the
Congr essi onal Gold Medal for the Borinqueneers, a
sign of, | believe, the need for deeper
under standing and pride within our comunity.

So | think it's really inportant and
extrenely rel evant that we stand here today and
tal k about a legacy that is often untold, the
| egacy of service and commtnent to this country
put forth by the Puerto Rican comunity,

t remendous val or and conm tnent and bravery.

Very grateful again to all of ny
col | eagues for this resolution

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
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M. President, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution.

| want to thank my coll eague
Senat or Fernandez. | want to thank our | eader
and all the comments that have been made on this
floor right now.

The Bori ngueneers was a regi nent
created in 1899 and was conposed prinmarily of
Puerto Rican soldiers. 1t was one of the |ast
segregated units that the mlitary in this
country has had. They were participating in the
mlitary conflicts for this country even though
they were not citizens.

And in fact, it was a | ot because of
the acts of bravery that they exhibited during
conflict that in 1917, through the Jones Act,
that the United States decided to give
Puerto Ricans citizenship upon birth. They
earned that right.

The Bori nqueneers are nmenbers of the
65th Infantry. |It's a Puerto Rican regi nent of
the U S. Arny that has always and to this day
continues to distinguish thenselves and have in
this country throughout all the conflicts since

1899.
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Their acts, as | said, is one of the
primary reasons why Puerto Ri cans have
citizenship. However, let's not forget that it's
alimted citizenship. Because despite Congress
controlling nmuch of the legislation on the
i sland, Puerto Ri cans cannot vote for president,

t hey have no direct vote, and they have no voting
rights in Congress.

During the Korean War, the
Bori nqueneers really reached the pinnacl e of
prai se because of their acts of valor, despite
faci ng constant discrimnation while they were
serving this country. In 2014, as ny coll eague
sai d, President Obama awar ded the Bori nqueneers
t he Congressional Gold Medal, which is one of the
hi ghest civilian honors this country has, and it
was primarily because they recogni ze the
i ncredi ble service that they've given to this
country.

Unfortunately, | was -- well, not
unfortunately, but | was educated through the
public school systenms here in New York, and we
never |earned about the history of Borinqueneers.
Never | earned anything about their valor. And as

a proud Puerto Rican, | learned | ater on about
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their courage and their service. And | was

di sappointed that | didn't learn that as a child,
because it woul d have given nme additional pride
in being of Puerto Rican parents.

The Bori nqueneers are a synbol of
resilience and valor, and their contributions to
the mlitary of this country cannot be neasured.

As |'ve indicated in many foruns
here, despite their valor, despite the service
that they've given to this country in the
mlitary, when it cones to veteran benefits,
Puerto Ricans that live on the island that are
sol diers receive only 65 percent of the benefits
that U S. soldiers receive here on the mainl and.

A Puerto Rican soldier, their life,
their blood, sweat and tears -- the soldiers, the
Bori nqueneers, their life has the same val ue as
any soldier in this country. And they should be
treated the same, and they should receive all the
benefits as veterans that all other veterans
receive in this country.

And | hope, before | leave this
world, there will be an opportunity for me to see
that Puerto Rican sol diers, Borinqueneers, are

being treated equally as other soldiers in this
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country.

Thank you. Gracias.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Fernandez,
for bringing this resolution to the floor and al
the work that you did. It really is historic to
have this happeni ng today, so thank you for that.

As chair of Veterans, Honel and
Security and Mlitary Affairs Comrittee, |'m
proud to be here al ongside ny coll eagues to honor
the 65th Infantry Regi ment, proudly known as the
Bor i nqueneers.

The story of the U S. Arny cannot be
told without the significant contributions that
t hey have given. The Boringueneers were a
Puerto Rican unit of the United States Arny, nen
who wore the uniformw th pride on behalf of a
nation that, for far too long, failed to honor
their return.

They fought not only for freedom
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abroad, but also for dignity and equality at
home. The Borinqueneers were awarded with nore
than 2700 Purple Hearts, over 600 Bronze Stars,
256 Silver Stars, nine Distinguished Service
Crosses, and the Medal of Honor. They are al so
the only Hispanic unit fromthe Korean War to
recei ve the Congressional Gold Medal, a
recognition that was well deserved though | ong
over due.

And | had the pleasure earlier to
listen to ny col |l eagues discuss it:

Senator Serrano and his father had a ot to do
wi th pushing that through, the Congressnan, which
i s amazi ng.

And Senat or Sepul veda, al so | earning
fromyou, hearing about the 65 percent that the
soldiers in Puerto Rico are getting is
unacceptable. It's sonething that we all need to
| ook into and speak to our federal counterparts
about .

But today many of the surviving
Bori nqueneers are in their 80s and 90s, and it is
nore inportant than ever to continue to honor
their | egacy and their work.

| agai n thank Senator Fernandez for
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her | eadership on this, and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Ww. Thank you,
Senat or Fernandez, for bringing forth this
resol ution.

There was so nuch said about the
65th and the Borinqueneers. But, everybody, you
guys forgot to nmention Sunset Park in Brooklyn,
wi th our large popul ation of Puerto Ri cans as
wel | as Hi spani c peopl e.

So | feel conpelled to stand up and,

on behal f of South Brooklyn, Sunset Park, I

wel come ny Borinqueneers. | welcome the 65th.
As a veteran, | extend nmy gratitude to you as
wel | . Thank you very nuch

Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chan.
Senat or Bailey on the resolution.
SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.
Thank you, Senator Fernandez, for

this really inportant resol ution.
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Cul tural awareness is what's going
to get us through. And in nmy household, it is an
African-American and Puerto Ri can household. And
nmy daughters and my son, they've been | earning
about the Buffalo Sol diers and the Tuskegee
Airmen, but it's really inportant that they al so
| earn about the Borinqueneers. Because groups
that are fighting wars for people that sonetines
don't think of themas equal, | think that's even
doubly heroic, M. President.

And so as the Latino, I|ike,
reginment, the 65th, that's |egendary, right? The
Bori nqueneers sounds |ike a group of superheroes.
The name sounds heroic -- and dam it, it is.
Because in order for you to fight, |ike
Senat or Sepul veda said, getting 65 percent of
what -- of the blood, sweat and tears when you
put a hundred in, going back to a country that
doesn't -- that didn't regard you as equal and
you still put that hundred percent in, that's
superhero, to ne.

So you' ve heard all the statistics
and all the stats, and I'"'mgrateful to all of ny
col | eagues in governnment and all of ny

Latino brothers and sisters. But just as soneone
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who -- and | often refer to nyself as "sorta
Rican." M wife is Puerto Rican, I'm"sorta
Ri can."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: It's really
i mportant that the Puerto Rican culture, that the
hi story and the | egacy of the Puerto Rican
culture that has been established in Arerica is
not just said only on this floor; it's said in
our schools. Like Senator Sepulveda said it
perfectly. W didn't |earn anything about the
Latino heroes in the mlitary in our school
system

So as we continue to advance, as we
continue to nove forward in this chanber and
outside, we have to nmake sure that |ike the
beauti ful and the gorgeous nosaic that
Davi d Di nkins said, we have to | earn about each
and every shade that did sonething.

And today is a historic day, the
first tinme that -- Senator Fernandez, thank you
for doing this for the Borinqueneers. Hopefully
it's the first of nmany days to cone.

| proudly vote aye on this

resol ution, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Cleare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

And | rise today to thank ny
col | eague Senator Fernandez for bringing forth
this very inportant resolution. You know, and |
echo the words of all of ny coll eagues.

But nost inportantly, it just goes
to show how much we don't know, how rmuch we're
not teaching. All of our children need to |earn
the history of our country and all of those who
contribute so greatly to it.

| want to thank the Boringqueneers
for their service. It is because of themthat we
are all standing here today doing what we're
doi ng. For protecting our denocracy, for serving
our country.

And | amproud to vote aye on this
resolution. | happen to represent East Harlem
El Barrio, which is, you know, Puerto Rico No. 2.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CLEARE: So on behal f of ny

district, I wanted to say thank you. Thank you
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for your service.

And t hank you, Senator Fernandez.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on February 4th.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

At the request of the sponsors, the
resol utions are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senat or Serr ano.

SENATOR SERRANC Let's pl ease take

up the reading of the cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
127, Senate Print 1226, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rivera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill, M. President, is a bill
that we voted on | ast year, that we voted to
basically make -- al nbst unani nously. Sone of ny
col | eagues are voting against it. But we voted
unani nously for it for a very sinple reason.
believe that we should have a standard process so
that if there's a hospital across the state that
is going to be closing part of itself or the
entire hospital, the inpact that it's going to

have on the community that it is in should be
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nmeasured. And they should participate in that
process.

It was sonething that was approved
al nost unani nously both here and in the Assenbly.
It is unfortunate that our Governor vetoed it.
And when she did, she put a nessage in that veto
sayi ng, you know what, we do need to do nore for
comunity invol verrent so we're going to do that
t hrough admi ni strative action.

And sadly, that has not happened
yet. So until it does, this bill is stil
necessary. And it's why I'"mvoting aye on this
bill and why |I'm hoping that we can get it to her
desk once agai n.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rivera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 127, voting in the negative are
Senators Gallivan, Giffo, Cberacker, Stec and
Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
177, Senate Print 660, by Senator G anaris, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 177, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Bynoe,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Lanza, Martinez, Mattera, Muirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rolison, C. Ryan, Scarcella-Spanton, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 25.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
402, Senate Print 1194B, by Senator Addabbo, an
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act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
523, Senate Print 371, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect 18 nonths after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 523, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Gallivan, O Mara, Ott and
Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
641, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1550, by
Assenbl ynmenber Sol ages, an act to anend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 641, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,

Giffo, Helmng, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3757

O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
649, Senate Print 1099, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

| am proud to sponsor the two bills
on the agenda today that fight back agai nst
i deol ogi cal efforts to control the collections of
school and public libraries.

Last year we saw a 92 percent

increase in the nunber of titles targeted for
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censorship, with special focus on trying to
renmove books that feature the voices and
experiences of people who find thensel ves nost
mar gi nal i zed in our society: LGBTQ fol ks and
ethnic and religious mnorities.

Li brari ans know how i nmportant these
books are to helping lift up, validate, sonetines
literally rescue a person who faces bullying,
ostraci smor fear because of their identity.

I n anot her branch of literature, two
books that have nobst frequently been targeted for
censorship are 1984 and A Handmai d's Tal e, both
of which should be required reading today as we
try to understand our country's descent into
authoritariani sm

The freedomto read is fundanental
and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 649, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec, Walczyk and Wi k. Also Senator Tedi sco.
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Ayes, 46. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
650, Senate Print 1100, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 650, voting in the negative
are Senators --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Hol d for
one noment .

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| want to thank Senator May for both

the previous bill and this bill. To be honest, |
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can't think of anything scarier in this country
t hat preventing people from having access to
books, and libraries frombeing able to provide
every book that anyone woul d ever request of
t hem

It's been terrifying to watch sone
of the things happening in other states in this
country, and in other countries throughout
hi story where they took books away, they burned
books. They inmagined that's how you coul d keep
peopl e under control.

So thank you, Senator May. And
t hank you for all my coll eagues who vote for
these bills. And | sincerely do not understand
no vote on either of these bills.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Krueger to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Senat or WAl czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
M. President.

The New York State Board of Regents
has absol utely no business in telling our |ocal
public |ibraries what books they should and

shoul d not have on the shel ves.
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| vote no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 650, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, @Gllivan,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera, Murray, O Mara, Ott,
Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
738, Senate Print 274A, by Senator Martinez, an
act to amend the Veterans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunmber 738, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
743, Senate Print 355A, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the El der Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
750, Senate Print 1618, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 750, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan, Hel m ng,
Lanza, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Stec,
Wal czyk and Wi k. Also Senator Giffo.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
755, Senate Print 3203, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill changes one assunption in
law. But it could change everything about how
qgui ckly New Yorkers get access to affordable
medi cati on.

Ri ght now, when a brand nane drug
conmpany pays a generic conpany to delay their
product, the | aw assunmes that the deal is
neutral. W' re supposed to believe that that's
busi ness as usual, even when it keeps prices high
and patients waiting.

This bill flips that presunption.

I f there's any noney exchanged and del ay agreed
to, the law will now presune that that agreenent
is anticonpetitive. Because that's what the

evi dence shows, that these deals cost consuners
billions and that they bl ock generics from
entering the market for nonths and sonetinmes
years.

This bill doesn't ban al

settlements. It protects fair ones. But it
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makes it clear that if you're being paid to
pause, the burden on you is to prove that it's
good for the public.

It's a targeted fix, and a
| ong overdue one. | urge ny colleagues to vote
yes. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 755, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Mattera, Muirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
758, Senate Print 3590, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

First, at the outset, | want to
t hank Senator Shelley Mayer. This bill that
we're about to discuss is a collaboration of two
bills on related subject matter. And | again
t hank Senat or Mayer for her collaboration and her
insights on this bill.

M. President, we debate clinmate
change and what New York State will do about it
in this chanber al nost every week. And we can do
alittle about it, we can do a |ot about it. But
however nmuch we decide to do, we need to address
resiliency, because climte change is here with
us right now -- whether we're dealing with
excessive heat and what it does to our
infrastructure or what it does to health, we're
tal king about air quality, we're tal king about

relentless stornms that punish our transportation
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networ k, our culverts and other infrastructure.

For instance, two | ocal exanples.

In ny district we're spending $25 mllion to lift
what's called the Annsville Circle. It's the
road right outside Canp Smth, which is the

| argest National Guard base in the Lower Hudson
Val | ey, across the street fromthe Hudson River
that floods at high tide every night because of
cl i mat e- change-i nduced sea | evel rise.

So New York State needs to be
prepared for resilience. This creates the Ofice
of Resilience and the Chief Resiliency Oficer to
coordi nate New York's resiliency efforts. So
there will be a resiliency coordinator in every
state agency, and this position -- again, whether
we're dealing with floodi ng, excess heat, snoke,
storm preparation, transportation -- this will be
the office that will coordinate those activities.

So thank you for your indul gence,

M. President.

| will be voting aye, and | thank
Senat or Mayer for her work on this bill as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Harckham to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.
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SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Harckham for
t he nice words.

The fact is that when fl ooding
occurs in our conmunities, we are all facing a
state that is not well enough prepared.

And in 2021, after having
experienced Sandy in ny district and in nmany of
our districts, then Ida, Isaias, it was clear to
me that the state did not have an O fice of
Resi |l i ency, as Senator Harckham said, and fl ood
prepar edness that was really | ooking at best
practices, forcing the agencies to talk to each
ot her as opposed to talking in silos, and
prepari ng an executive-level response to
f I oodi ng.

So | carried the bill for many
years, and then Senator Harckham s excellent bill
is a conbination of m ne and sone ot her
suggestions of his.

But creating an Ofice of Resiliency
is so overdue. In ny district alone, three
peopl e di ed during Superstormlda. People died

t hroughout the state in Superstorm Sandy. Qur
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muni ci palities were very weak in speaking to each
other in terns of coordinating their response.
And frankly, we have | earned the hard way that we
need to do better for preparing for floods and
ot her climte disasters.

So I"mvery pleased that
Senat or Harckham's bill has nade it this far.
| "' m hopeful it's going to get over the finish
line and get signed by the Governor. This is
| ong overdue and will actually put us on par with
states that are nore prepared than we are.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rolison to explain his vote.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Harckham and
Senat or Mayer for this bill.

After getting elected in 2023, we
had the stornms in our districts in August of
2023, and nmany comrunities are still recovering
fromthat.

And one of the things | think that

becane so evident is snmaller comunities have a
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much nore difficult tinme of reacting to the
event, the cleanup fromthe event, and then the
repairs fromthe event. And nany communiti es,
especially the smaller ones, that can be
i npacted -- whether you're big or small, our
climate issues are affecting communities of all
size and shape. And to be able to afford to do
it and to find your way through navigating state
and federal funding can be very difficult. And
some communities just don't do it.

So to do nore on the front end hel ps
t he back end, because it is not going to stop.
We're going to continue to have these events.
And we need to be better prepared as a state so
we can help communities respond to it and prevent
further danage.

Thank you. | proudly vote aye,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rolison to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 758, voting in the negative are
Senators Giffo, Ott and Senator WAl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 3.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
762, Senate Print 4950, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
894, Senate Print 5812, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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915, Senate Print 1192, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
952, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7424, by

Assenbl ynmenber Pheffer Amato, an act to amend the

Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1012, Senate Print 610, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1027, Senate Print 6017, by Senator Baskin, an
act to anend the New York State Urban Devel opnent

Cor poration Act.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Baskin to explain her vote.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to support this bill,
as it will provide grants and |loans for entities
that want to open up a new grocery store and
expand an existing grocery store operation in
under served communiti es.

W know across our state there are
nei ghbor hoods where there are no grocery stores
at all. No grocery stores where you can buy
fresh groceries for your famly. And sone
famlies don't have a car to drive to the grocery
super nar ket .

We know having a grocery store or,
even better, having multiple grocery stores in a

comunity just sinply inproves the health of our
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nei ghbor hood.

In my district alone, we have
Dash's Market in North Buffalo, Cam |l o' s Market
in Sloan, two fam | y-owned-and-operated grocery
stores that serve the needs of their neighbors.
On the East Side of Buffalo we have small famly
grocery stores. W have Mandel | a Market,
Rooted in Love grocery market, and Sal ud Market.
These grocery stores and every grocery store |ike
t hem deserve opportunities to grow and expand
their ventures.

Now, this bill passed both houses in
the Legislature |ast year, but unfortunately was
vet oed by the Governor, who referenced other

exi sting progranms that addressed fresh food

retail in underserved nei ghborhoods.
This bill is not the sanme as those
prograns, as it will include the construction of

grocery store as an eligible project for the
Senat e's econom ¢ devel opnent program

The Governor also stated in her veto
nmessage that while she is in support of the
spirit of the bill, signing this bill into |aw
woul d becone a substantial cost that is not

accounted for in the state's fiscal plan.
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Well, | ask, then, what is the cost
of not signing this bill into law? Just |ast
week, M. President, my colleagues and | in this

chanmber, we renmenbered the massacre in Buffalo at
Tops Market on May 14th. The nurderer did his
research | ooking for a location that was high
propensity for Black people. He found there was
j ust one supermarket, an only place where
Bl ack peopl e shopped for groceries on the
East Side of Buffalo, in a community where the
popul ati on was 75 percent Bl ack.

We need not only address food
deserts with this bill, but we |eave our
vul nerabl e communities to be targeted, whether
it's by racist nmurderers, scamartists, or anyone
el se trying to take advantage of decades of
di si nvest nent .

And bringing grocery store
devel opnent into the state's econonic devel opnent
plan will help turn around decades of
di si nvest nent.

| want to thank ny col |l eagues for
support of this bill in the past. Today | urge
themto vote in the affirmative again. And

encourage our colleagues in the Assenbly to pass
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this bill again.

And | ook forward to reachi ng out
to the Governor and working with her, making sure
that this bill does get signed in 2025.

Thank you, M. President. | vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Baskin to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank Senator Baskin
for this inportant bill.

Sadl y, the gunman who targeted your
nei ghborhood initially thought he was going to
come to Syracuse and do the sanme thing, because
we share a -- this kind of |andscape in our
cities where there has been disinvestnent and
redlining and all -- the whole history that has
created racial segregation and, anmong everything
el se, food insecurity of a -- of one of the nost
pr of ound ki nds.

So | amrising in support of a
wonder f ul organi zation in Syracuse call ed FAHNN,

or Food Access Nei ghborhood Health -- Healthy
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Nei ghborhoods -- | can't remenber. But it's just
a small grassroots organization that decided that
they need a grocery store on South Salinas Street
in the valley, where there used to be one but
there hasn't been in decades. And where at |east
30 percent of the popul ation have no cars, there
isn't very regular public transportation, and
they really don't have access to healthy food at
all.

So this group has been trying.
went -- initially | thought it was really
unrealistic to think about getting a grocery
store there. But they have been so persistent.
And | think with this bill we may be able to
finally say to them Yes, the state can help you
reali ze your dream and make your comunity
heal t hi er and stronger.

And | amvery excited to nove
forward with this. So thank you for this bill.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 1027, voting in the negative:
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Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1038, Senate Print 856, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,

M. President.

In passing this bill today we're
taking a step to expand and to diversify the
State Conmi ssion of Correction, known as the
SCCC.

Wthin just the last six nonths,
corrections staff in our state prisons have been

indicted for the nmurders of two incarcerated nen
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Robert Brooks and Messiah Nantwi. This violence
continues in New York's prisons due to systemc
failures and deeply inadequate oversight.

| f our prisons had proper oversight
and accountability, it is possible that
M. Nantwi and M. Brooks would still be alive
today and we could finally address the ranpant
brutality in our prison system

Their preventable deaths are a stain
on the State of New York. As |awrakers we have
an obligation to stop this violence from
cont i nui ng.

The SCOC is statutorily supposed to
provi de oversight of our state prisons. |Its
responsibilities include inspecting all 42 state
correctional facilities, conducting
i nvestigations, and even shutting down facilities
when it is necessary.

This bill would increase the nunber
of conmm ssioners on the SCOC to ni ne
commi ssi oners, giving the agency the nore robust
capacity that it once had. The status quo of
just three conm ssioners and a skel eton crew
| acks the capacity to fulfill the SCOC s

obl i gati ons.
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This bill would also require a range
of expertise to be represented anong the
commi ssioners, including in crimnal defense and
public health.

Shock and outrage in response to the
vi ol ence and death in New York's prisons is not
enough. This is a crisis that demands neani ngf ul
action.

Thank you to our Majority Leader and
nmy col |l eagues for supporting this effort as one
of many that we nust take to transform our
state's prison system

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sal azar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1038, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1045, Senate Print 5142, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1066, Senate Print 682, by Senator Martinez, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1093, Senate Print 6980, by Senator Persaud, an
act to create a tenporary state conm ssion to
study and nake recomrendati ons concerning the
i nci dence of asthma in the Borough of Brooklyn in
New York City.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
894, Senate Print 5812, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATCOR BORRELLO Good afternoon,
M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for sone
guesti ons.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President, | absolutely wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay. Through
you, M. President.

This bill -- to my understanding,
this bill would allow certain providers who
provi de pediatric care to opt out of certain
heal t hcare plans, is that correct?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Vel |, not just

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3785

pediatric -- through you, M. President, not just
pedi atric care, but any -- well, yes, pediatric

care provided to children that are in Heal thcare

Pl us.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

So ny understanding is this would
all ow providers that are under the Child Health
Plus programto basically opt out, and that could
i mpact the ability for those children to have
consistent care. Howis this bill in the best
interests of the child that's receiving care
versus the provider?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,

M. President. The genesis of the bill cane from

parents whose children are in the program And
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they called us -- they called ny office four
years ago, and they continue to call. A problem
they have is their child has a prinmary care

physi cian who is participating in the program
however, they have ot her physicians that they
want to take their children to.

And because Child Health Plus, the
commercial entities require the providers of
health to the children to sign up for all the
comerci al products that the parents sonetines
don't want to go to the providers wthin that
plan. They want to stay with their doctors, they
want to see different doctors.

And so the bill is designed to give
the parents the option to go to any provider that
they want and they don't -- they're not |left out
of Child Care Plus, they don't have to renove
t hensel ves fromthe plan. But it gives them nore
options to go el sewhere if they're nore
confortable with other physicians.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
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M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Vel |, that
sounds |ike a | audable goal. But ny
understanding of this bill is it allows providers
to deci de whether or not they're going to
partici pate, which would actually create sone
problenms with continuity of care.

How does this bill protect a
parent's ability to nake sure they get to see the
provi der that they want?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,

M. President. | respectfully disagree with your
characterization that it will stop the quality of
care.

The quality of care is determ ned by
the parent. And if the parent believes that
anot her physician that's not within the plan can
do a better job with their child, they should
give themthe option

This is a -- the providers that --
the plans that require those that are in
Health Care Plus, Child Care Plus to use their

program what they're doing, it's essentially a
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bait and switch. |It's either you cone here to
our program you use all of our conmerci al
products, or you cannot participate in this
program That, to me, is a problem

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | guess nmaybe
we have a m sunderstandi ng on how this is going
to work.

If you' re saying -- you're saying
that the insurer is ensuring that they are
participating in all the prograns, but this bill
woul d all ow themto decide not to participate in
those prograns. So this is not about the
insured, it's about the provider.

How is this going to guarantee -- |
just don't -- | genuinely don't understand how
this woul d guarantee that they're going to have

that continuity of care. It seens like it would
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be the opposite, because a provider could just
choose like, 1'"'mgoing to go with this particular
programthat gives the greatest reinbursenent,
and therefore no | onger have a choice for a
particular insured' s plan that now is no

| onger -- that provider is no |longer working with
t hat pl an.

So I"'mnot sure how it achieves that
goal .

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,

M. President. | don't see your position on how
it'"s going to create a conflict or an issue for
continuity of care. Because you're giving the
parents the option.

And | rem nd ny coll eague that the
notivation behind this bill were parents who were
conpl aining to us about not having the option of
taking their children to another provide -- to
anot her -- use of their healthcare insurance so
that they can go to another provider that's not
necessarily working with this plan.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you' re saying
that this bill would allow a provider to not
participate in a plan, but sonehow that's going
to make sure that the provider participates in
the plan. |I'mnot sure howit -- how that works.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President. | think your focus is on the
comerci al insurance providers rather than the
parents.

The parents -- the provider of care
can use Child Health Plus for a particular
service. \Wat the plan, the commercial plans
that allow Child Health Plus are saying, that if
you're going to use Child Health Plus you al so
have to use all of the other conmercial products
that we have within our plans.

And that is essentially restricting
parents from usi ng anot her provider, another
heal t hcare conpany -- another provider that uses

anot her heal thcare conpany to enroll their
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children with that new provider.

This is not -- this is not
provider-centric. This is parent-centric.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? WIIl the sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President. So this was not brought to you by
the providers who wish to determne, | guess, the
best reinbursement. This is a-- we'll call it a
grassroots effort. There's no providers invol ved
in the devel opnent of this bill?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President, absolutely not a single -- |'ve
never spoken to a single provider about this
bill.

It was essentially, as | indicated
previously, tinme and again, these were parents
that reached out to ny office because they had an

issue that they had to limt their providers on
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t hose that accept Child Health Pl us.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So if you didn't
consult with any providers, how do we know t hat
this is going to solve the problem of what these
parents are experiencing? | nean, this is really
about providers and which plans they're going to
participate in.

But isn't there potentially an
uni nt ended consequence here?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thr ough you,
M. President. Again, ny focus has al ways been
on providing -- on giving parents the option to
go and take their children and get healthcare
wherever they want. M/ focus is not on the
comerci al heal thcare conpanies and their
profits.

So the parents want this. They want
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the option to take their children to any provider
that they want regardl ess of what the comerci al
heal th plans are accepting. And that is the
focus of this bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Sepul veda. | appreciate the engagenent
here.

So one of ny forner coll eagues said
that Al bany is often the | and of unintended
consequences. And | wonder if that's not the
case here, because ny reading of this bill is
that it allows providers to decide who they're
going to -- which progranms they're going to be
able to participate in.

And they could really say, Well,
Pl an A over here provides nore reinbursenent than
plan B, so I'mgoing to choose Plan B, and |
guess that's, you know, somewhat of a decision
t hey can make.

But when we're saying -- we're

tal king about Child Health Plus program which is
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really a state-sponsored program Right? The
state is sponsoring this. The state is providing
this coverage. W should want themto be able to
have that maxi muminpact. Because chil dren,
particularly children who have chronic health

i ssues |i ke asthma, diabetes and other things,
they need to have that continuity of care.

And this would basically allow the
providers to kind of junp around a bit. And
that, to me, would inpact the continuity of care
for children, particularly children with chronic
heal t h i ssues.

And | believe the sponsor when he
say that this is an effort brought to him by
parents. But w thout consultation with providers
and i nsurance conpanies on this, I'mafraid the
uni nt ended consequence coul d be the opposite.

So I'll be anoonthis bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

now cl osed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 894, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

If we could return to notions for a
nmonment, on behal f of Senator Fahy, | wi sh to cal
up Senate Print 4722, recalled fromthe Assenbly,
which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
664, Senate Print 4722, by Senator Fahy, an act
to amend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will now call the roll on
reconsi derati on.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

anendnents are received.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Cleare, on page 53 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 1106, Senate Print 3742,
and | ask that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, May 21st, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, May 21st, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:53 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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