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THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Reverend Phillip Sayw ayne, of Christ Assenbly
Lut heran Church on Staten Island, New York, wll
deliver today's invocation.

Rever end.

REVEREND SAYWRAYNE: Let us pray.

We begin the prayer in the nanme of
t he Father and of the Son and of the Bl essed Holy
Spirit.

Lord, Holy Father, Al mghty Eternal
God for Whom comes down every good and perfect
gift. Wth the light of Your truth, we pray Thy
nmer ci ful goodness You woul d best ow Your bl essings
upon nenbers of the New York State Senate
assenbl ed here today.

That they, including the Governor,
may be enlightened with the Iight of Your

knowl edge and wi sdomto nake cel ebratory
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unani nous deci sions to benefit everyone in the
State of New York and even beyond.

Lead and gui de each of the Senate
menbers for effective governance to ensure good
public health and prosperity w thout causing
undue hardshi p.

God, through the eyes of faith,
stand with King David of the O d Testanent to
say:

The Lord is ny shepherd; | shall not
want. He maketh ne to lie down in green
pastures. He |eadeth nme beside the still waters.
He restoreth ny soul. He |eadeth nme in the paths
of righteousness for H's nane's sake. Even
t hough I wal k through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for You are with ne.
Your rod and Your staff, they confort me. You
prepare a table before nme in the presence of ny
enenm es. You anointeth nmy head with oil; my cup
runneth over. Surely goodness and nercy shal
follow nme all the days of ny life, and | wll
dwell in the house of the Lord forever, anen.

Recei ve the benediction now. The
Lord bl ess you and keep you. The Lord nmake Hi s

face shine upon you and be graci ous unto you.
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The Lord lift up H s countenance upon you and
grant you Hi s peace.

Amen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
May 13, 2025, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, My 12,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Veterans, Honel and Security and
Mlitary Affairs, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4751A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
2623A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 741.

Senat or Krueger noves to discharge,
fromthe Commttee on |Insurance, Assenbly Bil

Number 3795 and substitute it for the identical
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Senate Bill 698, Third Readi ng Cal endar 919.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO Madam Pr esi dent
| wish to call up the following bills, which were
recalled fromthe Assenbly and are now at the
desk: Senate Print Nunmber 1194A and Senate Print
Nunber 4188.

| nove to reconsider the vote by
whi ch these bills were passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
402, Senate Print 1194A, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

Cal endar Nunber 364, Senate Print
4188, by Senator Conrie, an act to amend the

Penal Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bills
are restored to their place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR SERRANO Madam Pr esi dent
| now offer the foll ow ng anmendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Pl ease take up --
let's nove to resolutions. Please take up
previ ously adopted Resol uti on 940, by
Senat or Cooney. Please read the resolution title
only and recogni ze Senator Cooney.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 940, by
Senat or Cooney, conmenorating the
75th Anniversary of the Indian Constitution on
Novenber 26, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Cooney on the resol ution.
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SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| amintroducing this resolution in
honor of the 75th anniversary of the
I ndi an Constitution, a time to celebrate
| ndi an i ndependence and the nany brave | ndi ans
who risked their lives for the betternent of
their fellow countrymnen

| want to start by recognizing sone
of the dignitaries that are joining us here on
the floor. W are joined by Anbassador Bi naya
Pradhan, Consul GCeneral of the Indian Consul ate
of New York City; his deputy, Dr. Shruti Pandey,
as well as Dr. Vikram Dogra, a promnm nent | eader
in our Indian Rochester comunity.

This is a day to be cel ebrated not
just in India, but worldw de. Across the gl obe
| ndi ans are making lasting inpacts in their
comunities. This is an opportunity to join
together to celebrate and refl ect on our shared
hi story, culture and heritage.

For nearly 200 years |ndia was
controlled by the British Enpire. But due to the
per severance of our people and the | eadership of

figures |i ke Gandhi, a decades-1ong struggle for
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i ndependence finally culmnated in Indian
i ndependence and the adoption of the constitution
on Novenber 25, 1949.

This story of resiliency and the
fight for self-determination is one of the
bonds that ties our two great nations together.

It was that desire for civil and political rights
t hat fuel ed i ndependence novenents both in the
U.S. and in India, making our countries kindred
spirits in the fight for independence and
sovereignty.

Thi s anniversary al so holds a
speci al inmportance for ne personally. As many of
nmy col |l eagues know in the Senate, | was adopted
froman orphanage in Calcutta. And throughout ny
life I have worked very hard to maintain a strong
connection with India and Indians in ny
comunity.

That connection continues today as
we honor the 75th anniversary of the Indian
Constitution. Congratulations to |Indians across
the world who will be celebrating this |andmark
year. And thank you again to our friends from
the Indian Consulate for making the tinme to join

us here in the New York State Senate, and to our
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Senate Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart- Cousins,
for helping nme bring forth today's resol ution.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Cooney.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you to our | eader,

Senat or Stewart-Cousins, and especially to
Senat or Cooney.

| was struck by what Senator Cooney
just said, because our two nations have very mnuch
in comon. W too were subjects of the British
Enpire until we broke away.

It was nentioned that Gandhi is one
of the leaders in the history, in the relatively
brief history of independence for India. And we
have our own -- we had our own Gandhi, | believe,
in ny opinion, in Martin Luther King. They both
bel i eved in nonviol ence and paid a serious price
for many of their beliefs.

We al so share the idea of diversity.
That is so inportant in India, but also in

New York City and particularly in the borough
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that | represent, Queens County.

| had the honor of neeting the
Consul General |ast sunmer at the hone of a
mutual friend of ours in Janmica Estates. |t was
a lovely evening. | renenber it very well
because they shared their rich cultural
tradition, and that is part of the fabric that
makes New York City and in fact our country so
vibrant. And we face together the problens but
al so our comon bond.

So | wel conme our friends fromthe
Consul General's office, fromlndia and fromthe
Rochester comunity, and | hope that you have a
productive day.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or St avi sky.

Senator Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| join Senator Stavisky in thanking
Senat or Cooney on this inportant resolution.
This is the 75th anniversary of their
i ndependence, but actually India has been around

for thousands of years. 1In fact, it is often
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descri bed as the ol dest denocracy on this planet.
And so |I"'mvery fortunate that we have
Senat or Cooney introducing this resol ution.

Senat or Cooney tal ks about the
contributions of the Indian-Arerican community --
in Queens, as Senator Stavisky nentioned, and
many other parts of the State of New York. But
Senat or Cooney hinself is a trenendous
acconpl i shnment on behalf of the entire community,
being the first Asian-Anerican and the first
South Asian to be elected north of New York City.

And also, if he were not introducing
our Anbassador Pradhan and his teamtoday, he
m ght actually very well be presiding over the
Senat e t oday.

So he is, as we know, a presiding
of ficer of the New York State Senate and really
is a testament to what the |ndian-Anerican
comunity has done for us here in New York and
beyond.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Li u.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the

resol uti on.
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SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.
And thank you to ny friend
Senat or Cooney for bringing forward this
resol ution.
| just wanted to stand to recognize
our wonderful guests. And truly, fromthe bottom
of ny heart, | want to thank you for bringing
this forward. You are a testanent to the
I ndi an community. Standi ng here before us,
you're an inspiration to everybody in this room
And also | amso proud to represent
such a bl ossom ng I ndian conmunity on
Staten Island and in Sout hern Brooklyn as well,
both culturally and community-wise. It's so
i npressive to see how the community sticks
t oget her, and you bring such a richness to
everyt hing that you do.
So thank you for being here. Thank
you agai n, Senator Cooney. | proudly vote aye.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
To our guests, representatives of
t he Consul GCeneral's office, of the Indian
comunity, we wel cone you on behalf of the

Senate. Please enjoy the privil eges and
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courtesies of the house, and please rise and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on May 13th.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

Pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 958, by Senator Liu, read the
resolution title only, and recogni ze Senator Liu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 958, by
Senat or Liu, welcom ng the descendants of the
Chi nese- Aneri can Transcontinental Railroad
workers to the | egislative chanbers in Al bany,
New York, on May 14, 2025, and recogni zing their
fam|lies' vast contributions to the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu on the resol ution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. And thank you very nuch for
entertaining this resolution.

Today is the 156th anniversary of
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the conpletion of the United States
Transcontinental Railroad. Most of us have
learned it's one of the very fewitens that are
taught in public schools that Chinese inmm grant
| aborers were instrunental in, conpleting this
railroad that then spurred over a century of
econonmi ¢ growth and prosperity to this entire
country from coast to coast.

But what, until relatively recently,
was not known was how nuch Chi nese- Aneri can
immgrants actually contributed to this effort.
In fact, if you look at the official photos of
t he cerenony that was conducted once the railroad
was actually connected, the final connection,
there was not a single Chinese face or Asian face
in that photo.

Thankfully, a few years ago, one of
our famed photographers -- who succunbed to COVI D
but nonet hel ess | eaves a | ong | egacy behind --
Corky Lee, he reenacted that conpletion of the
Transcontinental Railroad, and this tine it's
hi storically accurate, where nost of the people
in the photo are descendants of the actual
| aborers who conpleted the railroad for our

nati on.
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And so this speaks to the inportance
of the contributions of Chinese immgrants to the
United States. It also speaks to the need to
properly teach Anerican history, of which this
was an incredi ble m|estone.

And so | just wanted to bring this
resolution to ny coll eagues here and al so take a
chance to recogni ze sonme of the people who have
joined us in the gallery.

First and forenost, Joseph Luo, who
is a fifth-generation descendant of a worker who
worked on the railroad. Thank you, M. Joseph
Luo.

And al so Yi hui Rong, the president
and the chairman of the Anerican Associ ation of
Cant onese.

Kevin Liu, president of the MIA
Chi nese Associ ati on.

Lu Cunjun, the president of the
Zhao Q ng Associ ation of Ameri ca.

Dr. Tim Law, founder of Chinese
Anerican Soci al Services.

M chael Wi, president of the
Hoysun Onfun Singno School Al umi Associ ati on.

M chael Huang of the Zhanjiang
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Associ ati on of Anerica.

And Joy He and Kayl ee Xu, student
| eaders who hel ped col |l ect over 1,000 petition
signatures across the State of New York for this
resol ution.

Madam Pr esi dent, pl ease recogni ze
them And thank you very nuch for this
privil ege.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Li u.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Liu for
bringing forth this resolution. You know, it
seens like lately a ot of these resolutions have
something to do with ne, and | kind of feel like
Forrest Gunp.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR CHAN: So let's tal k about
t he Chinese | aborers in the Transcontinent al
Railroad. They're called coolie | aborers. And
the word "coolie,"” in Chinese, practically neans
I i ke shanghai ed, hijacked, kidnapped. It's also

known in China as "selling the piggy."
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And coincidentally, it's very
meani ngful to us in ny district because a | ot of
folks up here are fromny district, and
especially to ne too, because | ama direct
descendant of one of these coolie |aborers. W
great - grandfather was here in America building
t he railroads.

"1l tell you a little story. Mbst
of the coolie | aborers cane froma province in
China, a region called Taishan. That's where a
| ot of ny constituents are from Taishan, and
that's where ny ancestors are from Tai shan.

So a ot of us are descendants of
t hese Tai shanese peopl e, and Tai shan was the
nunber - one feeder region of coolie |aborers to
the United States in the 1800s. Sone of ny
di stant cousins still live in Idaho and
California today, as well as Wom ng.

When peopl e tal k about coolie
| aborers and the railroads, they often think of
California, they think about the Gold Rush.
Nobody ever tal ks about the Union Pacific in
Wom ng, Council Bluffs. But today |I want to
tell alittle story about a place in wild

Wom ng Territory called Rock Springs.
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On Septenber 2, 1885, happened the
Rock Springs Chinese nmassacre, where angry white
men, Finnish, to be exact, from Finland, took up
their Wnchester repeating rifles and they
sl aught ered Chi nese peopl e, 28 of them confirned
-- there could have been as many as 50, a
hundred, we'll never know. Because they were
burned, they were di smenbered, they were hung,
they were nutilated. So we're never going to
know t hat nunber.

The Chi nese were chased out of
Rock Springs. Wy? Because they thought, the
Fi nni sh peopl e thought that the Chi nese people
were there to steal their jobs.

And that is what happened. And

Chi nese people ran, they ran to Evanston,

Evanst on, Woni ng, and the federal governnent had

to send in troops to escort them back to

Rock Springs in the subsequent weeks. And when
they returned to Rock Springs, they discovered
that their livelihoods, their houses, their
homes, their possessions, everything had been
pl undered so there was no choice but to | eave
Rock Spri ngs.

And that was just one little story
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in the history of coolie |aborers in Anerica.
The hardshi ps that we faced as a community were
endl ess. M great-grandfather, coincidentally,
around that tinme went back to China.

And the Chi nese that renai ned and
t he Chinese that canme after that contributed
greatly and becane a very inportant conmunity
that hel ped drive Anerica forward. The
Transconti nental Railroad was conpleted, as we
know. Today is the anniversary. And America
rocket-sl edded into a new era of growth and
prosperity |ike never seen before. And we have
to thank, anmong others, the coolie |aborers.

So after ny grandfather went back to
China, ny famly did not reimmgrate to the
United States again until the year 1969,
partially because of the Chinese Exclusion Act
that was overturned in 1943, | believe. 1In
1969 -- and it was because of a white man in
Bi nghant on, an executive for the Singer Sew ng
Machi ne Conpany, that brought my uncle over. And
that's another story for another tine.

It's history like this that no one
tal ks about, history like this that we nust talk

about and teach our children so we can prevent
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things like this from happening going into the
future and going down the road for Anerica.

| wel come our guests today. You're
the I egacy that was |eft behind by these cooli es.
Thank you for com ng. The Transconti nental
Rai | road, | adies and gentlenmen, could not have
been built. And you continue to hel p nmake
America great.

And that's all | have to say about
t hat, Madam President.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Chan. Thank you very rmuch

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Liu and
Senator Chan for their remarks and for this
resol ution.

And | want to wel cone the students
frommy district as well as Taishan from ny
district too. And all of you who are here, |
honor you and the | egacy you have left, your
famlies have left on this country.

| have talked a fewtines in this
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chanber about ny grandparents who were American
hi storians who after the Gvil Rights Act was
passed, the State of California was |ooking for a
t ext book for 8th-graders that dealt with the
entirety of American history, that included
peopl e who had been excluded from our history
books in the past.

And they wote about -- not just
about the railway workers who had cone from Chi na
but about what happened afterwards. Just about
13 years after the railroad was conpl eted, the
United States Congress passed the Chinese
Excl usi on Act, which said that new Chi nese coul d
not immgrate to the United States and that those
who were here, if they were not born here, they
coul d not be naturalized and becone citizens.

And a | ot of those people who had worked on the
rail roads and worked in the gold m nes and done a
ot of the really hard labor in this country went
back to China because they didn't feel welcone
here.

In the State of California, where a
| ot of Chinese and Japanese inmmgrants settled,

t hey passed | aws preventing them from owni ng

property, they required themto go to segregated
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schools. It was not a -- ours was not a country
that was welcomng or willing to recogni ze this
i ncredi ble contribution that your ancestors nade
to shaping our entire country and the econony of
this continent.

And so it was shaneful then. The
t ext book nmy grandparents wote in the sixties
becane the target of a lot of death threats, and
parents pulled their kids out of class so they
didn't have to |learn about this kind of inclusive
history. | feel like we're going through a
simlar period right now where inclusive history
is being censored in this country. | think it's
so inmportant that we have resolutions like this,
that we tell these stories and that we honor you
all for everything you bring to this country.

So thank you for being here, and |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or May.

To our guests representing the
Chi nese Anerican comunity, the contributions of
this cormunity to the conpletion of the railroad
and beyond, we wel conme you on behal f of the

Senate. W hope you enjoy the privil eges and
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courtesies --

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: -- of the
house. Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on May 13th.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam President. Let's now take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 976, by Senator Wbb. Pl ease
read that resolution title only and recogni ze
Senat or Webb.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 976, by
Senat or Webb, recogni zing Lisa Cortés for her
val uabl e contributions to the film television,
nusi ¢ and entertai nnent industries.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to recogni ze and honor

Li sa Cortés, a groundbreaking director, producer
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and vi sionary whose contributions to film

tel evision, nusic and entertai nnment have enriched
our culture and expanded our collective

under standing of truth and justi ce.

As a resident of Harlem-- shout out
to Senator Cleare -- Lisa Cortés is a trail bl azer
in every sense of the word. She began her career
in the nusic industry working at Def Jam Records
during the rise of hip-hop, and | ater serving as
the vice president of A&R at Mercury Records.
There she nade history as the first
African-Areri can woman to | aunch her own | abel,
entitled Loose Cannon Records, under a major
record conpany.

From the very beginning Lisa was
carving her own path, one that sent her
i nnovation, creativity and courage. W know t hat
in our society that storytellers and those who
help to shape and formnnarratives, that power and
that talent that they have fuels the ability to
create positive inpact and nost certainly change.

And Lisa is in that nunber. She is
a gifted storyteller. Through her production
conpany, Cortés Filmwrks, Lisa has conmitted

herself to telling conplex, often overl ooked
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stories. Fromthe cultural iconography of
Little Richard: | AmEverything, to the

i nspiring docunentary The Apoll o and the
Gscar-winning film Precious, her work has earned
her accol ades from Sundance, Tribeca, the Emmys
and beyond.

And nore inportantly, it has sparked
conversation, enpowered comunities, and shed
light on the truths that we too often ignore.

Madam Presi dent, her nost recent
work continues in that tradition. Wth her new
docuseri es Murder Has Two Faces, Lisa Corteés
brings social justice into focus once agai n by
hi ghli ghting the | esser-known nurder cases that
were ignored by the nmedia. These are stories of
victinms, often BI POC wonen and girls, whose |ives
matt ered but whose stories were eclipsed.

As col | eagues, we are all too
famliar with the work of addressing Bl PCC
m ssing and nmurdered wonen and girls. As we all
recall, we passed a |law |l ast year to establish a
Bl POC M ssing and Murdered Wonen and Grls
Task For ce.

Lisa's work seeks justice not only

in the courtroombut in the court of public
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consciousness. It is bold, it is necessary, and
it is deeply inpactful. Lisa uses her art to
chal l enge injustice, to elevate nmarginalized

voi ces, and to push our society toward equity and
accountability. Whether she's produci ng powerful
films or uncovering hidden truths or nentoring
energi ng creators, Lisa is expanding the
boundari es of what media can do.

Li sa, we thank you for your
brilliance, your talent, your vision, your
bravery, and your unyielding dedication to
telling the stories that need to be told, for
creating a space for those who are far too often
rendered voi cel ess.

| proudly vote aye on this inportant
resolution, and | encourage ny coll eagues to do
the sane. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Webb.

To our guest, Ms. Lisa Cortés, we
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house. Thank you for your work.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on May 13t h.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's now take up previously adopted
Resol uti on 985, by Senator Sean Ryan. Pl ease
read that resolution title only and call on
Senat or Ryan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 985, by
Senat or Sean Ryan, comenorating the three-year
anni versary of the shooting at Tops Friendly
Mar kets in Buffal o, New York, on May 14, 2025,
and honoring the victins, survivors, famlies and
comunity at large in the wake of this
devast ati ng tragedy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ryan on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEAN RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today is the three-year anniversary
of one of the darkest days in Buffalo's history.

On May 14th -- a beautiful sunny day -- 2022 a
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hate-filled racist who was only 18 years old
drove from his honme, drove two and a half hours
to a supernmarket on the East Side of Buffalo, to
nmur der peopl e who were conpl ete strangers to him
j ust because of the color of their skin, because
t hey were Bl ack.

Ten lives were stolen that day:

Cel esti ne Chaney, Roberta Drury, Andre Mackneil

Kat heri ne Massey, Margus Morrison,

Heyward Patterson, Aaron Salter,

Ceraldine Talley, Ruth Wiitfield and Pearl Young.
Three others -- Christopher Braden,

Zai re Goodnman, and Jennifer Warrington -- were

wounded but survived.

Three years later, this is all stil
fresh in our mnds. |'lIl never forget the day --
| was doing yard work in my back yards -- and |
started seeing helicopters flying overhead. Then
| started hearing sirens, and | was wonderi ng
what's going on, and I went over to ny cell phone
and it was lit up with nessages.

And | couldn't believe what | was
seeing, that this was happening just two mles
frommy hone. And today |I still feel the

confusion, the anger, the sorrow, just the
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di sbelief that | felt on that day. | can't for a
second i magi ne the trauma that the survivors who
wer e shopping there that day are still dealing
with, knowing that it could have been them

i nst ead, wonderi ng why they got out and others
didn't.

Today ny heart's with them ny
heart's with the famlies of the victins who
continue to grieve, who continue to hurt. Anyone
who's lost a loved one -- |I'msure everyone in
this roomhas -- knows that the grief never goes
away, it just gets less painful in a different
way. We learn howto live with the grief, we
|l earn how to live around the grief. W build
around it. And that's what Buffalo and these
fam lies have gone through in the last three
years.

This horrible tragedy coul d have
further divided us. 1t could have broken us.

I nstead, it gal vanized an entire community. And
it drew national attention to the inequities that
Buffal o' s East Side has faced for decades.

The people of the East Side are

descendants of the great migration, people who

| eft the South, hoping for freedom but they net
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the Northern version of JimCrow -- redlining,

di si nvestment, housing discrimnation, enploynent
di scrim nation, banking discrimnation, and much
nor e.

It's no secret, we all know it, the
effects of the discrimnation and disinvestnent
are abundantly clear. The root causes and the
chal | enges those nei ghborhoods face today are
clear. In Buffalo you can see it just by driving
in the neighborhood. Streets are |eft barren,
pot hol es are unfilled, houses were denolished
with nothing rebuilt. Every social indicator,
whet her it's individual wealth, homeownership,
heal th outcomes -- Bl ack Buffal onians on the
East Side are worse off than anyone else in the
city.

But the only way we can begin to fix
it is to acknowl edge the reality and to
acknow edge the problemthat we have caused.

It's the harns done by | eaders of the past
generations. But that harmwas intentional and
it was purposeful, so we have to be intentional
and purposeful in our efforts to reverse it.

That nmeans sustai ned i nvest nent

where there was di sinvestnent in Bl ack
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comunities. One year ago | stood in this
chanber and said we can only solve these probl ens
if we're all pulling the sane direction. W all
know that on a federal |evel things are not going
in the direction we wanted themto go in. W've
got a new adm nistration that thinks
acknow edgi ng sins of the past is a bad thing,
that thinks equity is a dirty word.

But that makes our work in New York
State all the nore inportant. W need to
continue to fight back agai nst federa
backsliding. W also need to make sure that
we' re keeping up our end of the bargain.

" m proud of the way that New York
State has stepped up for the East Side since the
attack. We've invested in hone renovations,
infill housing to fill in the sea of vacant |ots.
We've put millions into small business grants and
wor kf orce devel opnent. And we've invested noney
to conbat food insecurity, prevent foreclosures,
and to nmake hone ownership nore attainabl e.

But we have got a |long way to go.
It's a great start, but it's just a drip in the
bucket of the problemthat we have. Money

al one's not going to solve it. W need to nake
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sure we're investing in it properly. W need to
nmake sure we listen to the conmunity to get
gui dance fromthe comunity.

This weekend | attend the Buffalo
Bl ack Caucus. It's an annual event that was
organi zed after 5/ 14 by Buffal o Councilwonman
Zeneta Everhart, whose son was shot that day. He
is one of the survivors. Every year the event
bri ngs together conmunity | eaders to uplift Bl ack
voi ces and to strengthen Buffal o's Bl ack
comunity.

It's a remarkably powerful way to
honor those that were taken fromus, the

comunity com ng together to do good. W wil

not let hate win. W wll not let hate keep us
down. We will not let hate continue to divide
us. We will renmenber, and we will nove forward
t oget her.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ryan.

Mnority Leader Ortt on the
resol ution.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise to speak on this
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resol ution.

| guess in doing so | just want to
address sone of the -- what we just heard. But
also | want to say obviously this was a terrible
day. It's a terrible day in Anerica when this
happens. It's a terrible day in New York. |
remenber when it happened, and | felt
particularly shaned and | felt upset, nmaybe nore
so, because it happened in Western New York
because it happened in ny comunity, our
comunity, where we're not used to this kind of
t hi ng happeni ng.

And there was a different feeling, |
t hi nk, when -- whenever it happens in our
community, there's a feeling like | can't believe
it happened here. Even though it happens a | ot
in different ways. Hateful acts happen all over
the world every day, and of course in today's day
and age we are able to get instant know edge of
this on our phones. And yet still when it
happens to someone you know, or in your
community, | think we always are surprised.

Because | think and | believe in
Western New York we are not a hateful comrunity.

There's hateful people across the world. But |
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think ny shock is because nost of the people |
know are not hateful people. 1In fact, | think
Western New York, as someone who's grown up
there, is a very loving community. And what we

| ack sonmetines in affluence and fi nanci al
resources, | can pronm se you we make up in other
ways and in support for our fellow neighbor. The
City of Good Neighbors is often a noniker that is
tossed around in Buffalo and in Wstern New York

And of course it wasn't a Western
New Yor ker that perpetrated this. And it was
sonmeone -- an evil person, soneone who did an
evil act. A racist person, a hateful person.

And you know what? Sadly, there's people |like

hi m wal ki ng around the gl obe of all different
backgrounds who have that hateful feeling in
them And it manifests in this horrible way that
cost people their lives because they were
shopping in a grocery store.

As Senator Ryan nmentioned, that
comunity -- | was there shortly after the
shooti ng because the grocery store was cl osed and
that was really the only grocery store in that
nei ghborhood. And so we -- a lot of folks were

t here handi ng out food, making sure that they had
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hot meal s, nmaking sure they had sonme | evel of
grocery goods to keep them sustained until the
store coul d reopen.

But | think sometines -- and maybe
it's natural -- we as logical people, | think as
good people, we try to understand how sonet hi ng
like this could happen. And so it's natural to
t hi nk how can we prevent it. Wat can we do to
make sure that it doesn't happen in the future?
That's a natural thing and it's a good thing and
as elected |l eaders | think we should always try
to think in that vein.

But sonetinmes in doing that -- and
this is a mnor or a small difference, but |
think it has a big inpact -- it's also easy to
m ss what happened. There are a | ot of things
t hat we debate in this chanber and around this
state, things that are inportant. W talk about
lifting communities out of poverty. It shouldn't
take ten people getting shot to do that. W talk
about that anyways. And we do talk about it, and
we do naeke those attenpts, and we have policy
di scussi ons and debates on that.

Thi s happened because of the actions

of one individual, a hateful, racist, bad person
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who did an evil thing. And probably a | ot of
people in that person's life mssed all the

signs that were readily there. But he and he

al one is responsible for the deaths that happened
in ny comunity, in Senator Ryan's comunity, in
Senat or Baskin's comunity, Senator Gallivan,
Senator Borrello. He did it.

And | won't even nention his nane
because it's not worthy of this chanber to
mention his nane. But Senator Ryan nentioned the
names of the people who lost their lives. And
the other side of that, when you focus on what
happened there, you also are renm nded in the face
of evil you often see the best parts of people.
And we did see that that day, in the response
fromthe comunity. W see it in the survivors
who have taken and beconme conmunity | eaders to
try to make sure that that community cones back
stronger, that it never forgets those people who
lost their |ives.

We see it in the individual of Aaron
Salter. Now, Aaron Salter was a Lockport native.
Hs wife, | believe his famly still lives in
Lockport, in ny district. He was a retired

Buffalo police officer. He was the security
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guard that day at the grocery store.

Now, Aaron Salter is not a hero
because he died that day. He's a hero because of
way he lived and because he died consistent with
how he lived -- protecting others, serving
others. | never like the idea of |ionizing
sonmeone because they died. W should |ionize
people for howthey lived. W all are going to
die. The question is, do we neet our end
consistent with who we are? Aaron Salter did.

He was there protecting people when he gave his

| ast for that conmmunity. And he's a hero because
he did it every day -- not just on his |ast day,
he did it |long before then.

And yes, we should try to al ways
lift conmunities out of poverty, to elimnate
racismwhere it exists in law, to condemm acts
i ke this when and where they happen. But |
think it's also inportant to condenn it by saying
what it is. This individual did sonething that
is disgusting, that is evil.

Senat or Ryan tal ked about the people
who survived. | don't know, | don't know what
the answer is. M answer to themwould be it was

not your tinme. God had a different plan and has
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a different plan for you.

Now, sone people mght scoff at that
or maybe think it's sinplistic. But | dare you
to come up with a better reason. The good Lord
had a different plan for those individuals who
survived. And He called hone the individuals who
didn't conme out of that store alive.

But it is absolutely the evil,
hei nous acts. W should condemm it, we should
call it out. And we should renenber the heroic
acts that happened by people -- Aaron Salter was
a retired cop, had the training. But there was
al | kinds of heroismthat happened in that store
by people who didn't have the training, who
showed | ove and conpassion in the face of racism
and evil and hate.

And so | rise to recognize Aaron
Salter, to renenber him to remenber how he
lived, not just how he died that day. Cbviously

the lives of the other victimthat day, their

famlies. | think about the nons. Just this
past Mother's Day |I'mcertain, |I'mcertain that
had to be and renmains and will always be a very

difficult day when you're the nother of a child

who's no | onger here. O when your nother is no
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| onger here, because there were certainly nothers
and grandnot hers who were part of the victims.

So it's a horrible thing. And
there's a lot of things we can learn fromit.

And as el ected | eaders, there's different ways we
have to look at it. But |I always think it's
important to remenber who did it. And | think
it's also inportant to do due credit and service
to the victinms, to the famlies, to the
survivors. Because in the face of such evil
we'll never maybe understand it. | don't know
that 1'Il ever understand it. As | get ol der,
think | understand sonetinmes these things even
less than | used to think | used to understand
it.

But | can tell you right now, our
conference and the Majority Conference grieves
with the people of Buffalo, with the people of
Western New York, with the people of that
nei ghbor hood. And we shouldn't only renenber it
as the scene or the site of a terrible act, but
we should try to renenber it as a community that
survived and canme out hopefully stronger and
better out of such a horrible event that happened

three years ago today.
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So | want to thank the sponsor for
bringing the resolution to the floor.

Madam Presi dent, | thank you for your indul gence.

And | proudly support this
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Ott.

Senat or Baskin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We all renmenber where we were when a
tragedy strikes our life, those nonments that sear
t hensel ves into our nenories forever. For ny
community, that day was three years ago today.

It remai ns an uni nagi nabl e massacre that shook us
to our core when a white nationalist infiltrated
our city and terrorized our community. 1In his
violent m nd he deci ded nenbers of our comunity
wer e expendabl e. Ten innocent |ives were stolen
on what shoul d have been an ordi nary sunny
Sat ur day aft ernoon.

These weren't just nanes.

(Pausing.) These weren't just nanes, these were
parents, these were grandparents, these were

comunity activists, these were witers, these
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were teachers, these were caregivers, these were
pillars of faith. They were the heart of our
comunity ripped away in an act of pure hatred
nmeant to intimdate and divide us.

As | westle with my own grief and
anger, one that kept haunting me, the shooter
chose because what he saw was our vul nerability.
This racist nmurderer didn't just stunmble onto our
nei ghbor hood. He drove nore than two hours to
deliberately target us. He didn't know the rich
hi story of Jefferson Avenue, once the proud hone
of the Buffalo Bills, or the resilience of our
comunity. But what he did know, what he coul d
see, was the result of decades of systemc
negl ect and disinvestnment: A comrunity stripped
of resources, starved of opportunity,
infrastructure crunbling fromintentional
negl ect, policies that denied famlies nortgages
and busi nesses fundi ng.

He didn't know the history behind
t hose decisions. He could see the
consequences -- a community left to fight against
all odds, a conmunity |left exposed. And he
expl oded that vulnerability with devastating

cruelty.
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But the truth is our comunity, nmny
comunity, we are not just victins. W are
survivors. Through education, through neani ngful
| egi sl ati on and through unrel enting
determ nation, this community will endure.

We honor those lives that were
stolen fromus by demandi ng better. \Whether it's
t hrough congregations in our churches, through
t he cl assroons, through the workplace or through
any public space, voices that call out raci sm and
hate must not be silenced and shoul d not be
erased from our history.

We cannot all ow ourselves to believe
that the fight is over or that the work here is
done. The dark cloud of system c racismand hate
still looms over us, threatening to strike again
if we let our guard down.

So let us stay vigilant and |l et us
stay united. And above all, let us fight -- not
just for those that we |lost but for our sanity,
for our dignity, for our lives, and for the kind
of conmunity that we desire, a community where no
one else will ever have to endure what we have
endured for these last three years.

Madam President, as | | ook up at
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some young worren fromthe Gty of Buffalo who are
here with us today in these chanbers, on May 14,
young Bl ack | eaders fromthe confident girl
mentoring group, | can't help but have an honest
nmonment of transparency about May 14th. At this
nmonment, God has allowed nme the privilege to be
serving our conmunity and our state as a State
Senat or, under the | eadership of a passionate
conference | eader, under the | eadership of a
passi onate deputy | eader, and anongst col | eagues
in ny conference, sone of the nost passionate
people that |'ve ever net in ny life, fighting
for the rights of New Yorkers.

On May 14t h when ny younger br ot her
Law ence called ne to check on ne and to see
where | was, to make sure that | was not shopping
at Tops Markets, he told ne that there had been a
mass shooting and that there were many, nany
peopl e who were dead. M inmediate thought,
Madam Presi dent, was what have we done, what have
we done to our conmunity now. And when | say
"we," | nmeant Bl ack peopl e.

The humliation that | felt

internally over the last three years, fromthat

moment when | arrived to the crime scene to | earn
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that Bl ack people were not the instigators of

5/ 14, they were hand-picked victinms. The

hum liation that 1've had to westle with over

t hese years, branding nyself as an advocate who
fights daily against inplicit bias, to know that
it sometines even festers inside of nme. The
realization that the |Iynching and the residue of
JimCrow is not confined to this country's
southern states, but it does still residue here
in New York State. Because the truth of the
matter, Madam President, is that another

New Yorker killed 10 of ny neighbors three years
ago today. And that has been and renmins a
traumati c experience, a sad, dark residue over
our comunity.

And so as | stand here today
grieving those that have been |lost in our
community and cel ebrating the victories that we
have been able to achieve since, | inplore ny
col | eagues -- through you, Madam President -- to
reflect on the privilege that we all have.

There are nearly 20 mllion people
who call New York State hone, and God saw fit to
pick 63 of themto serve as New York Senators. |

and ny col | eagues, each of us are one of those
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63 people, and we sit at the highest |evel of
policy and | egislative procedure-in-nmaking here
inthis great state. |If the ceasing of violence
agai nst Bl ack people in this state does not begin
with the actions that we, the 63 people who sit
in these chanbers, take, the legislation that we
put forward, and what we choose to advocate for
and what we choose to fight for -- if it does not
begin with us, then | fear, Madam President, that
it will not begin at all.

May God bless ny city, Buffalo,
New York, and those who are still traumatized by
what happened today three years ago on May 14th.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Baski n.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today with a heavy heart to
speak on this resolution, one that comenorat es
lives taken far too soon in a sensel ess act of
hate and vi ol ence.

| want to thank Senator Ryan for

maki ng sure this resolution canme to the floor
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again, on this third anniversary of this tragedy,
to honor the nmenory of the innocent individuals
who were nurdered and injured at the Tops
Friendly Market in Buffalo on May 14, 2022.

There were nothers, fathers, grandparents,

nei ghbors, pillars of the East Buffalo community,
peopl e sinply going about their day on a Saturday
afternoon. Their lives matter. Their stories
matter. And their absence is deeply felt by

| oved ones, the Buffalo community, and

New Yorkers fromall over the state.

This was not just a mass shooting,
it was a racially notivated act of domestic
terrorism W know the shooter targeted this
comunity because it's predom nantly Black. This
was hatred weaponi zed, fueled by white
suprenaci st ideol ogy that has no place in our
state or our nation.

This young man got radicalized and
never got taught how beautiful this country
really is by making sure that we have our
diversity in our educational systemthat can
teach tol erance.

We need to nmeke sure that never

happens again. W need to nake sure that
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tolerance is taught in all of our schools, that
our young peopl e understand the beauty and
culture of all of our nationalities that nmake up
residents of New York State so that they would
never want to target and becone radicalized |ike
this person was.

|"m proud to be a menber of this
body, though, where |I can unequivocally state we
all have zero tolerance for hate and raci sm and
will continue to stand up against that. W nust
call this evil what it is, but we nust not | ook
away but act. While this act sought to divide,
the aftermath showed the true strength of Buffalo
and of New York: Nei ghbors hel pi ng nei ghbors,
peopl e of all backgrounds com ng together in
grief and solidarity.

We as | awrakers have a
responsibility not to nmourn but to act, to pass
| egi sl ation that addresses hate crines, gun
viol ence and the disinformation that breeds this
sort of extrem sm to make sure our schools teach
tol erance, teach real Anerican history and not
just a mnute of what history is. Rem nd people
that New York State was one of the states that

really nade sure that we had an opportunity for
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people to thrive and recogni ze all of our
nationalities to come to live in this state, so
that we can nake sure that every child in this
state understands and becones tol erant and not
becone radicali zed.

We nust al so continue to work with
the fam |y nmenbers and continue to fight to
ensure that the Buffalo area gets all the
resources it needs, especially in the |ight of
the fact that there has been disinvestnent in
t hat area.

| al so want to recogni ze our
Governor, former Buffal o nayor Byron Brown, our
former colleague in the Senate Ti m Kennedy, al ong
with the famlies of those |lost and injured and
ot her community stakehol ders for working to
create the 5/ 14 Menorial Conm ssion to honor the
lives and | egacies of those that were | ost and
the community inpacted by this tragedy.

We cannot grow nunb to these
tragedies. Each tine we say never again, we nust
followup on it with action rooted in compassion,
rooted in justice.

I n cl osing, Madam Presi dent, again

want to thank Senator Ryan and our | eader,
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Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for nmaking sure this
resol ution conmes before us every year, and urge
this body to not just pass this resolution as a
formality but as a heartfelt gesture of
remenbrance, solidarity and comm t nment.

Let this resolution stand as a
prom se that we will never forget, we will never
stop working towards a New York free from hate.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Ryan,

Senat or Baskin, the Western New York del egation
for being strong, Buffal o strong.

Three years ago we all renenber
where we were, it was Saturday. And, you know,
there just becane a cascade of text nessages,
alerts, tweets, notifications that something
unspeakabl e had happened. And | was stunned, |
was saddened, | was shocked. Then a heavy wei ght
came over ne once | realized why it happened.

Being Black in Arerica. | wouldn't be anything
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el se, Madam President. But being Black in
America can have you killed wal ki ng down the
street, can have you killed in a grocery store --
for no other reason than you bei ng Bl ack.

It wasn't because these peopl e had
been negative individuals in their community. It
wasn't because they had beefs between each ot her.
It wasn't because there were personal problens.

It was because they were Black. And it's okay to
say that. It's because they were Black. No

ot her reason. A white supremaci st decided to

| ook that up. And he | ooked up other conmunities
too. It could have been any of our districts.

He chose, he chose, the coward chose Bl ack
peopl e.

| do think that it is incunbent upon
us in this chanber to do nore. W can tal k about
all the statutory construction and we can debate
policy. G| Scott-Heron said the revolution wll
not be televised. The resolution should be nore
tel evi sed, Madam President. What do | nean by
that? It is one of the only times in this
chanber when we have col | egi al exchanges
sonmetimes. It is one of the only tines in this

chanber when we get to | augh and joke with each
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ot her and the outside world gets to see that the
63 of us don't hate each other, so you shoul dn't
hate each other either.

The resol ution shall be televised,
Madam President. It has to be. Because they
need to know that Jack Martins and Janaal Bail ey
tal k about the Mets. They need to know that.
They need to know that there are relationships
outside of the parties that we represent. They
need to know that. They need to know t hat
Ceorge Borrello talks to ne about ties all the
tinme.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: He has a | ot of
nice ties.

They need to know that we understand
the world outside is a rough one. And | do
bel i eve that despite sone of our differences
policyw se there's not a person in this chanber
that harbors that hate, that harbors any kind of
hate. But we have to do nore to deprogram our
constituents.

You said it was just one person. It
was just one coward, yes. But that coward

| earned that nonsense from sonewhere, and he
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wasn't told it was nonsense. He wasn't told that
no, no, these folks aren't here to hurt you. He
wasn't told that these folks are just as
productive as you are. He wasn't told that. So
probably he was net with a wink and a nod or a
smle and a grin that said, Go about your way,
you're not hurting us.

W have to do better. Senator
Baskin said it, sumred it up perfectly: God gave
us, the 63 of us, point-00000000000001 percent of
t he popul ation of 20 million, to represent them
| think that days |ike today should wake us the
hell up about who we are to each other.

And as | cl ose, Madam President, |
just want us never to forget those who |lost their
lives and their famlies who Iive with the trauma
every single day. You should know that your
| oved ones nmay have been |lost, but their lives
were not lost in vain. W never net them but we
| ove them Madam President. W love their
spirits and their souls. And we just hope that
eventual |y "never again" actually neans never
agai n.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
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Senat or Bail ey.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on May 13t h.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC At the request of
t he sponsors, the resolutions are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

Madam Presi dent, on behal f of
Senat or Fahy, on page 64 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 944, Senate Print Number
4879A, and | ask that this bill retain its place
on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANO And 1'd Iike to
call up Print Nunber 2627, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
187, Senate Print 2627, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

SENATOR SERRANG, | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which this bill was
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR SERRANO | now offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

Let's please take up the reading of
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

138, Senate Print 2022, by Senator Cooney, an act
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to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
150, Senate Print 2182A, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 150, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
174, Senate Print 116, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
216, Senate Print 2289, by Senator Bailey, an act
to anend the Private Housing Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
247, Senate Print 2304, by Senator Krueger,
an act to amend the Legislative Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 247, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan
Hel m ng, Martins, Miurray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
267, Senate Print Number 2070, by
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Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Vet erans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to explain her vote.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And thank you to ny coll eagues.
This is the second year in a row that we passed
this bill, I think unaninously, to create a
registry of everything that veterans and their
famlies can avail thenselves to in New York
St at e.

One of the things that | found nost
frustrating when | got elected is | earning how
many resources that New York State does have to
of fer veterans and their famlies, but being on

the other side of this as a spouse, we cane hone,
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nmy husband got out of the mlitary in 2015, we
had a one-year-old baby, and we had no idea what
famlies could avail thenmselves to. [|'mtalKking
housi ng benefits, education benefits, nental
health help -- not just for the veteran, but for
t he spouse and for the famly.

There are so many organi zati ons t hat
provi de these resources, but the problemis
nobody knows that they exist. This has been
probably ny biggest qualmsince | was privil eged
enough to cone into this seat. This bill is
critically inportant in making sure that it's
easy to access, when a famly is in crisis

especially, everything that New York has to

of fer.

So once again, | thank all ny
col | eagues. And | hope to see this bill turned
into law this year. | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
341, Senate Print 3247, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
405, Senate Print 2253, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
556, Senate 1218, by Senator Bailey, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 556, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Chan, Giffo, Helmng, Mirray,
oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
569, Senate Print 4191, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act to anend the Energy Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 569, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Bynoe,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,

Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
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Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison,
C. Ryan, Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk and Wber.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
574, Senate Print 1741, by Senator Martinez,
an act to amend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
731, Senate Print 181, by Senator Persaud, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
741, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4751A, by
Assenbl ymenber Raj kumar, an act to anmend the
Vet erans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
919, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3795, by
Assenbl ynenber Weprin, an act to amend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
928, Senate Print 955, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Multiple Dwelling Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 928, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Skoufis, Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk and
Weber .

Ayes, 37. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
940, Senate Print 1314, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. this
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
942, Senate Print 1859, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 942, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Mirray, Cberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk and Weber.
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Ayes, 41. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
953, Senate Print 913, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 953, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Let's go to the

readi ng of the controversial cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
174, Senate Print 116, by Senator C eare, an act
to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

(Pause.)

SENATCOR SERRANO Madam Pr esi dent
can we begin with Cal endar Nunber 341.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
341, Senate Print 3247, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza. Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,
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Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick be
heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick may be heard.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| rise today because the anendnent
is germane to the bill-in-chief because the
anmendnent repeals the state's electric vehicle
mandate, and the bill-in-chief deals with
el ectric vehicle charging stations.

Thi s anendnent woul d appeal the
state's unrealistic electric vehicle nandate and
gi ve choice back to the consuners. The state is
far behind its electric vehicle nmandate.

El ectric vehicles currently nmake up about

10 percent of car sales statew de, well behind

t he 2026 mandate requiring that 35 percent of the
sal es be electric vehicles.

Under the current EV nmandat e,

100 percent of car sales nmust be EV by 2035.
Based on the availability and current sales, it's

very unlikely that we will reach that goal
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That is why just yesterday Vernont's
governor announced that they are pausing their
el ectric vehicle mandate, which foll owed an
announcenent by the governor of Mryland just
| ast nonth to delay the enforcenent of their
EV mandat e.

Because of these nmandates, people
won't have the ability to choose the kind of
vehicle they can afford and that they feel is
best for their famly, because the only vehicles
that will be available will be what the
Depart ment of Environmental Conservation all ows.
O alternatively, which is nuch worse, our
New Yorkers will travel across state lines to
purchase vehicles in other states, thereby
harm ng New York busi nesses and al so New York
| oses out on their sales tax revenue.

Anot her downsi de of the electric
vehicle mandate is the fact that electric
vehi cl es are nore expensive than gas-powered
vehicles. In 2023 the average price of an
el ectric vehicle was about $12,000 nore than the
average price of a gas-powered vehicle.

Repeal ing the EV mandate will ensure

New York is a nore affordable place to |ive,
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sonmet hing that we all spoke about in this chanber
extensively during the recent budget process.

For New Yorkers who want to have an
el ectric vehicle or a hybrid vehicle, if that
choice works for them | think that's great. |
nmyself drive a hybrid, and | |ove the savings
that | have at the gas punp.

However, if | were to be required to
purchase an electric vehicle, I would not be able
to drive to Virginia to pick up ny daughter from
college in one trip. Many if not nost electric
vehi cl es don't have the range to make it that
far. And | am not aware of any that have the
range for the return trip. That would nmean I'd
need to stop and charge at | east once, if not
multiple tinmes. And | hope that there's -- and |
don't even know if there's a place for me to do
so when | need it.

Therefore, | ask that mny coll eagues
join me in voting to pass this amendnent to give
consuners back the right to choose which vehicle
is best for them

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,

Senat or.
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| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Chapter 618 of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 341, voting in the negative are
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Senators O Mara, Ott and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Let's take up
Cal endar 174.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
174, Senate Print 116, by Senator C eare, an act
to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins, why do you rise?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would yield for a few questions.

SENATOR CLEARE: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cl eare, do you yield?

SENATOR CLEARE: | do yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: She
yi el ds.

SENATOR CLEARE: -- Madam
Presi dent, through you.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
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t hrough you, | want to conplinment the sponsor on
this bill and thank you for bringing this to the
fl oor once agai n.

But | seemto recall that a simlar
provi sion was included in the Executive Budget
this year. But for the one-year |ookback peri od,
there was an identical provision in the
Executive Budget that had been rejected by the
Legislature. And | would ask if you know why it
was rejected in the Executive Budget.

SENATOR CLEARE: Why t he | ookback
was rejected?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Why t he | anguage
for this bill that was included in the Executive
Budget was rejected and not included in the final
budget .

SENATOR CLEARE: | can't say. But
| know it was included in the one-house for the
Senate. | don't know why.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Agai n,

Madam Presi dent, through you, I want to thank the
sponsor for this bill.

And I'd Iike to go on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the bill.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: This bill passed
the Senate in 2023 unani nously through the
Rules Committee, 20 to zero. That's remarkable.
There aren't many bills in this house that pass
20-0 through Rules, and this is one of them

And then it went to the floor and it
passed the Senate 58-0, Madam President, 58-0 in
2023, unani nously again. |In 2024, in keeping
with 2023, it passed Codes 13-0 -- again,
remar kable -- and yet canme to the floor and
passed the Senate 59-0. Fifty-nine to zero in
2024. And then this year, in 2025, it passed
Codes 12-0.

So in three years, through each
conmittee and on the floor of this Senate, this
bill has passed this house unani nously, which is
extraordi nary.

| think we would all agree that when
you have a bill that passes this house that often
in those conmmittees and there isn't even one
menber of this chanber that has voted no -- and
then this year, the Governor put this bill and
this | anguage in the Executive Budget. And yet
inthe final -- and it was in the Senate budget,

in the Senate one-house, excuse me. And yet in
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the final budget that came before us all to vote,
it was not there and it had been rejected.

So | rise, Madam President, to
hi ghlight that fact, not to tell nmy coll eagues
sonmet hing they probably don't already know. But
to also highlight the fact that there is one
group that is mssing. Because in all of that
time during all these years where it has passed
t his house unani nously and clearly has the
support of the Executive on the second floor, it
has yet to come out of conmmttee in the New York
State Assenbly.

And that is an absol ute disgrace.
Because when we tal k about child sex trafficking
and we tal k about the ability to hold people
crimnally and civilly responsible for such
atrocities, the idea that that has been held up
in the Assenbly needs to be highlighted. And
every one of us -- and everyone who nay be
listening -- needs to be aware that that's where
this is getting bottled up.

It's time we stop passing bills
unani nously in this house and started hol di ng
peopl e who are bottling up these bills in the

ot her house, hold them accountable. Especially

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3604

when it's sonmething like this that demands our
attention because it goes to our priorities and
it goes to our humanity.

So |'mdoing that today, and | want
to thank Senator C eare for once again bringing
this bill before us. | want to thank ny
col | eagues for again supporting this bill and
showing this is a priority for this house. And
yes, let's call out the other house and let's
make sure there's questions asked as to why this
bill can't even nmake it out of committee.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Martins.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 14. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Upon el ection to the Senate |
made it nmy mssion to work to eradi cate hunman
trafficking. W have listened to survivors,
we' ve passed neani ngful |egislation and held
comunity conversations. But there's so nuch
nore to acconplish. Sadly, we know that at
present, due to nmany vari ables, effective cases
of prosecution for the crime of human trafficking
are very challenging to bring in a tinely,
nmeani ngf ul and preventative manner.

Thus the bill that we're
hi ghlighting today will enpower district
attorneys all over the state to be able to
effectively prosecute the nost hei nous and
grievous acts of human trafficking in a way that
will not only hold people accountable but wll
hel p change the system for good.

Senate Bill 116 would elim nate the
crimnal statute of limtations for sex
trafficking and extend the w ndow for survivors
to file lawsuits that will allowthemto gain a

nmeasure of justice.
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Many thanks to this Senate body,

whi ch has al ways stood up for survivors and

supported this bill. 2025 is the year to nmake it
law. | vote aye and encourage you all to do the
sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
405, Senate Print 2253, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins, why do you rise?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
| was hoping the sponsor would yield for just a
f ew questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie, do you yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: No. No.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: kay,
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Madam President, on the bill.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Senat or, thank
you. Madam President, through you. Senator, did
t he Public Service Conm ssion ask for this bill?

SENATCR COWRI E: This bill was --
|"msorry. Through you, Madam President. This
bill was requested by nany advocates and
homeowners that are dealing with the fact that
t hey can never understand their rates and that
t hey have been petitioning the Public Service
Commi ssion to try to cone up with a standard and
a set of responsible nunbers that they could
really appreciate so that they could know what
the cost of their water bills are.

Unfortunately, throughout the state
there's a wide array of costs for a water bill
for the same anobunt of water fromdifferent
muni cipalities. So this bill is sinply to ask
the Public Service Conm ssion to develop a
formula, to publish that fornula as to how t hose

rates are done so that the comunities can know
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exactly what they're paying for.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATCR COWRI E: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: The Public
Servi ce Comm ssion doesn't have jurisdiction over
authorities or nmunicipalities or districts, but
over private utilities, power authorities --
excuse ne, private utilities, including water.

s there any authority within the
Publ i c Service Conm ssion that would allow them
to have this jurisdiction over mnunicipalities?

SENATOR COWVRI E: This is not to try
to establish authority or autonony over
muni ci palities. This is sinply to coll ect
i nformation, public information.

This bill would direct themto
develop a formula for the calculation of a

residential water cost index and publish a report
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on every qualifying waterworks corporation's
respective residential water cost index. It
woul d only create an opportunity for the PSC to
gather information and share information. This
is not about trying to go in and tell a
muni ci pality what they could do or anything to
usurp their authority or autonony.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: | want to thank
Senator Conrie because | do think that this is a
worthy goal for us, that we have a netric by
whi ch we can conpare the cost of water.

My concern stenms fromthe fact that
t he Public Service Conm ssion sinply doesn't have
the authority to nanage and oversee mnuni ci pal
utilities. They don't have authority over the
New Yor k Power Authority, they don't have
authority over the Long |Island Power Authority,
they don't have authority over our water
districts and water authorities. And they never

have. Private utilities, they do. Public and
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muni ci pal , they don't.

And so |'m concerned about the
metric by which our public or rmunicipal
districts, or sone of our villages have water
departnments, would be asked to provide
information to an entity that they don't nornally
have oversight of, they don't provide information
to.

| have 43 villages in ny district.
| have dozens of water districts in my district.
And |'m concerned that they are not prepared for
something like this, although I think we should
all work towards a netric that allows us to get
to this.

The idea of creating a new
requi renent for districts and villages that
they're not prepared for, |et alone perhaps the
Public Service Conm ssion that doesn't have |
believe the authority to |l ook at municipalities
and oversee nunicipalities and require themto
provi de that information because they are here to
regul ate private utilities, creates sone serious
concerns for ne.

| certainly understand and I want to

t hank the sponsor because, you know, the idea
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that, you know, in certain parts of the state and
even certain parts of the same town or the sane
county there can be disparities in the cost of
water is a concern and should be a concern to us.
And we should figure out what that netric | ooks
i ke and how we can go about putting sonething

t oget her.

|"mjust -- my concern here is |I'm
not sure it's the Public Service Conm ssion and
|"mnot sure it should be done in a way that
doesn't include our municipal districts, our
water districts, our villages and water
departnments as part of that discussion before we
pass sonething that nay obligate themto a cost
that they are not accustonmed to and to a
relationship with the PSC that they sinply don't
have.

Now, if this were directed at
private water conpanies, sure. The private water
conpani es have to go to the PSC for a rate change
every tinme they want to change rates. The public
utilities or private utilities, the Con Eds of
the world, have to go to the Public Service
Comm ssion any time they want a rate change. Qur

muni ci palities and our districts do not.
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So this is a difference that's
important. And so before we nove with a piece of
legislation like this that may have uni nt ended
consequences and may add burdens to districts
that don't have the ability to neet them let's
have a conversation. Let's include themin the
conversation. Let's assess the cost of this, and
let's figure out how we get this done.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Thank you to the sponsor as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Martins.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: | just want to
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t hank Senator Martins for his insight and focus
on trying to make sure that nmunicipalities are
pr ot ect ed.

We believe that this would be very
cost de mnims for municipalities, because we're
directing the PSCto cone up with a fornmula and
do all the work. We're not looking to try to
gi ve an uni ntended mandate to try to spend noney
on things they don't know.

So hopefully we can, you know, cone
up with a formula and procedures that woul d nake
it illumnative for constituents, because this is
why it was brought to us. W have nany
constituents across the state that are concerned
because they have no idea what their price of the
water is, and they would | ove to see a process
that could show themand illumnate it for them
in the way that they can appreciate.

So hopefully we will get to that
point. | understand your concerns about the
Public Service Conmi ssion. | have -- we all want
to make sure that at the end of the day our
consuners know what they're purchasing or know
what they have to spend nobney on or understand

what their budgeting is.
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So hopefully -- according to
everything that we tal ked about, we think that
t he Public Service Conm ssion can conme up with a
formula and not wind up with municipalities
having to do it thensel ves.

| woul d urge everybody to vote aye.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 405, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Helmng, Mrtins,
Tedi sco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano.

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

That conpl etes the reading of the
cal endar. Thank you, my coll eagues.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR SERRANO Madam Pr esi dent

can we go back to notions.
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On behal f of Senator Ranobs, on
page 25 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 379, Senate Bill 1692, and | ask
that said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn
until tonorrow, Thursday, May 15th, at 11:00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Thursday,

May 15th, at 11:00 a.m
(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

5:18 p.m)
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