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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

May 6, 2025
11: 35 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2332

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Rabbi
Dr. Moshe P. Wi sblum of Congregation Beth
Ti krah, in Wantagh, New York, wll deliver

today's invocati on.

Rabbi .

RABBI WEI SBLUM It's a pleasure to
be here.

Menbers of the Senate, | wote a
special poem | call it "A Call to Serve."

"When the Holy One calls out your
nane,

May courage burn |ike steadfast
flame.

When harsh words fly and tenpers
sear,

Let wi sdom gui de, both firm and
cl ear.

“May all your words bring cal mand
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peace,

i ncrease.

you.

hear --

f ear.

fled,

own.

grace,

soul ,

whol e.

prayer,

And from your silence, strength

Let kindness walk in all you do,

And broken hearts find hope through

"You hold the tal es none el se can

Their silent dreans, their hidden

Be steadfast when the strong have

A light where weary souls are | ed.

"You do not bear this weight alone,

The One who called you clains Hi s

So walk with | ove and serve with

Let nmercy fill this sacred place.

"Hold this trust with heart and

To heal the hurt, to make |ives

Let every breath be laced with
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To overcome each barrier.

"May w sdom gui de your hearts and
m nds,

And strength to lead in troubled
tinmes.

Wth every choice, nay courage rise,

To seek the truth, to act with eyes

That see beyond the fleeting gain,

And build a future free from strain.

"In service, may your hearts remain,

A light of hope to end the pain."

And | et us say amen. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you
very much, Rabbi

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
May 5, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, May 2, 2025,
was read and approved. On notion, the Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Conrie, on
page 12 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 350, Senate Print 3799A, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Serrano, | wish to call up Senate Print
1380, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

662, Senate Print 1380, by Senator Serrano, an
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act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this tinme there will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Rules Conmttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e

st ands at ease.
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(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:39 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:45 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Please take it up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 935, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the

Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
935, Senate Print 7766, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those

in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
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by sayi ng aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,

nay.
(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the suppl enmental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
935, Senate Print 7766, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: -- Senator --
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Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger would yield
for sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do indeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, |ast week
we had a little hunmor on April 27th with
Monty Python. And | think unbeknownst to either
you or |, it was the actual 50th anniversary date
of The Holy Grail's release. Wich is --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR O MARA: | don't know
what's going on that throws Monty Python in our
m nds on that day.

But here we are doing an
11t h extender. Can you tell us what status we're

at? Now we're hearing sone bills are done. Wen

we wal ked in here, there was -- before we wal ked
in here, | didn't see any bills actually listed
as updated on the LRS. Wien will those becone

publicly avail abl e?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. No one expects the Spanish
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| nqui si tion.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, we're
onaroll. | just had to.

So | think we're going to see budget
bills very soon. | believe that the Speaker of
the Assenbly said that we will have budget bills
by Wednesday. |'mnot officially sure that
that's true. But when you' ve got one of the two
houses saying it, probably that is true.

| feel pretty good about this being
our |ast extender for this unbelievably Iong
cycle, | forget what day of March it is now.
March 48th? | don't know what it is. March
48th? | don't know.

But | feel like it could be the --
shoul d be the | ast extender. [It's a straight
extender. And budget bills should be com ng,
rolling off the press soon.

| actually think the Governor said
yesterday they'|l be dropping any second.
don't think they drop, actually. They actually
go through a process, go through the LRS.

But | know staff have been working

incredibly hard, and | don't even want to ask
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t hem when they got a good night's sleep. So
that's nmy answer.

But | like the Spanish Inquisition
line also. Thank you.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or .

SENATOR O MARA: Yeah, |'m sorry,
have no coneback for that one today.

But do you have a total nunber on
what this budget is going to come in at?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Shocki ngly, we
don't, Madam President.

The CGovernor had used a nunber | ast
week when she announced t he budget was done, and
| pointed out | think the word "done" is a
linguistically interpreted word. And so the
nunber that was given | ast week is not
necessarily the nunber that will be the final
budget .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you

Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You said this may
be the | ast extender. This only goes through
tomorrow, is nmy read of it. | don't see any
| ogi stical way that we could have the budget
conpl eted by then. So how do we not have to do
anot her extender tonorrow?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This is correct, so | am
incorrect. | think two weeks ago we had the
storyline where we did one extender but then we
needed anot her one the next day to cover certain
things that were not covered in the first day's
extender. So | think there will be a
suppl emrent al extender tonorrow.

So Senator O Mara is correct. Even
though I think we will also have budget bills, we
will need to do some kind of extender tonorrow.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President. That's all | have.
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Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 935, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Lanza, Ott and Wi k.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine

let's return to resolutions and nove to adopt the

Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
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Resol ution 930.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 930, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And let's take
up previously adopted Resolution 738, by
Senat or Stavi sky, read that resolution's title
and recogni ze Senat or Stavi sky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 738, by
Senat or Stavi sky, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim May 6, 2025, as Queens Day in
the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2346

Thank you, Senator G anaris, from
the great State of Astoria in Queens.

And wel conme to our friends fromthe
Queens Chanber of Commerce and their guests. On
behal f of the 2.3 mllion Queens residents,
wel comre everybody to the chanber in the Senate
and hope that this is a productive visit.

Let nme very briefly go over a couple
of things that are truly unique to Queens County.
We are a county, a borough, of neighborhoods. If
| were to ask Senator Conrie, who is sitting next
to me, Wiere are you from he's not going to say
Queens, he's going to say --

SENATCR COWRI E: St. Al bans.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: -- St. Al bans.

The areas in Queens that | represent
i nclude Astoria, and Col |l ege Point and Whitestone
and Bayside and Littl eneck and Dougl aston and
Queens Village and Janmi ca, et cetera.

We are a borough of nei ghborhoods
wi t h nei ghbor hood needs and nei ghbor hood i ssues
and nei ghbor hood busi nesses. W have
nei ghbor hood econom ¢ groups, the nmerchants
associations. W are a county of restaurants.

Because | know everybody is | ooking forward to
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this evening where nmany of themw |l join us in
the Hart Lounge between 5 and 7 to show off the
great Epicurean delights that we have in Queens.
You'll never go hungry if you cone to Queens.

We are a nei ghborhood of sports. W
have all kinds of sports activities. |'m going
to not nmention thenm |'msure others will.

We are a nei ghborhood of people who
cone fromall over the world. Mre than half the
residents of Queens were born outside the
United States. And it's this diversity, this
sense of equality, this sense of inclusiveness
t hat makes Queens such a uni que place not only to
live but also to work and do busi ness.

So on behal f of our friends, we
wel comre you fromthe Chanber of Commerce to
Al bany. And | thank you, Madam President, and
will hopefully see everybody this evening.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Stavisky for

this resol ution.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2348

As a proud lifetine, longtine
resident of Queens, | want to congratul ate the
Queens Chanber and wel conme them

And of course as proud nenber of
Queens, we're proud of our diversity and all that
it has to offer, being the greatest wel comre nat
to the world, as we have two of the mgjor
airports, JFK and La Guardia, in Queens.

And agai n, one of the nost
successful gamng sites in the country,

Resorts Wrld, and other anenities that create
great jobs.

But 1'm going to quote someone who
is from Queens -- actually, she's fromny
homet owmn of Ozone Park. And it's Cyndi Lauper,
who's being inducted into the Rock and Roll Hal
of Fane this year. And Cyndi Lauper says, "I do
speak the Queen's English, it's just the wong
Queens, that's all."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ADDABBO. And if
Cyndi Lauper was to speak the |anguage of Queens,
she' d speak over 140 different |anguages, if not
nor e.

That's the power of Queens, its
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diversity. |It's diversity that has led to
resilience, whether it be through a pandem c,

t hrough Hurricane Sandy, through recessions. CQur
busi nesses have struggl ed but yet survived; our
peopl e have struggl ed and yet survived. And I
think it's that diversity that makes Queens
survive.

So again, to the Queens Chanber,
want to say thank you to all our residents of
Queens. | want to say God bless you all and
thank you for allowing ne to be a part of that
bor ough, that great borough of Queens.

Thank you so rmuch, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Addabbo.

Senator Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to second ny voice and
third ny voice on this resolution. This is one
of our best days of the year in Al bany for ne,
because | get to tal k about the borough that
rai sed ne, that shaped ne, and that's created the
opportunities for nme and the honor of

representing part of the borough as a
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State Senator.

It's Queens Day in Al bany. W have
peopl e from Queens that are here working to | et
fol ks know that, you know, we have a great
borough. W have the best food, the best nusic,

t he best constituents, and -- other than a couple
of rows in Manhattan -- the best culture.

There's no other county that's able
to capture the beauty and diversity of the
worl d's borough -- of the world. Queens is the
worl d's borough. And it's that diversity that
| ets Queens shape the world in return, through
politics, nmusic, theater, literature and
i ndustry.

There are a | ot of sights and sounds
in Queens. In fact, as Senator Addabbo said,
there's over 140 | anguages. You're wal ki ng
t hrough different corners of the borough, you see
that there's so much going on. You can wal k down
the street and see five different cultures, five
different restaurants that you can experience.

You can see everything from nosques
to shuls to H ndu tenples to historic churches.
You know, Queens is just so nuch that you can do

to just visit and see so many different sights,
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sounds and wonders.

But one thing you can be sure of is
that no matter what |anguage you speak, the
people will be there with you through good and
bad. If you fall down, your neighbor will pick
you up. |If you start a business, the famly down
the street is going to shop there. |f you ask
for help, a civic group or community board wil|l
be there for you. And if you throw a bl ock
party, there will be plenty of resources and
unity.

Queens' enphasi s and sustenance on
the arts is the reason that it's the hone and
origins of such icons as LL Cool J, Nas, A Tribe
Cal |l ed Quest, Roxanne Shante, Kelly Price,
Run-D. M C., Broadway | egends |dina Menzel,

Leslie Odom Richard Rodgers. Jazz |egend Louis
Arnstrong, who had a home there; Count Basie al so
had a honme in Queens. Tony Bennett.

|"'ma Seinfeld fan. | just was
t hi nki ng about the Seinfeld episode the other day
because | had a fire in my district office |ast
week, in the bathroom And | asked ny staff, who
was t he George Costanza?

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR COWVRI E: | f anybody wat ches
Sei nfeld, you should know that episode. |'m
going to ask people who is the George Costanza in
the office, and who stood up and dealt --
fortunately, it was a minor fire. M staff was
there. Everybody's okay, other than the fire
department com ng and destroying the back part of
my office. But everybody's fine.

But getting back to Queens. In
Queens you can also find a | evel of
i ntergenerational care that you're unlikely to
cone across el sewhere. W have an incredible
culture of respect and appreciation for those who
rai sed us and paved the way, especially in
government. And for so many Queens residents,
t hose who gave themthe opportunity to grow up,
study, eventually work here in the US And with
that comes an insistence on quality support and
care for our ol der conmunity.

Queens' notto, under Borough
Presi dent Donovan Richards, is "Queens get the
nmoney." And we do, because the economic -- we
are the econom c epicenter of the city. Queens
is hone to Aqueduct and Belnont, the Billie Jean

King National Tennis Center, Cti Field ballpark,
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both major airports, LaCGuardia and JFK,

Kauf man Astoria Studios, Silvercup Studios,
Museum of the Moving I nmage, Roy WIkins Park. W
have the Uni sphere -- those of you that watched
all of the WIIl Smth novies know the

Uni sphere -- and many flourishi ng busi nesses.
Sports, mnusic, tourism cuisine and cul ture:
Queens has it all.

Organi zations, like we have to thank
t he Queens Chanber of Comrerce, who's hosting the
annual Queens Night tonight. And the Queens
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporation, steadfast in
their ability to devel op and educate
entrepreneurs, which benefits the | ocal
comunity.

Who do we have to thank for Queens
greatness? |It's a decade of brilliant and
commtted public servants who have fought every
day to build us up, whether that's on the
comunity, borough, state or federal |evel

Last week | honored a young wonan
that spent 44 years in the community serving as
district manager. |It's that type of long-term
conm tment that we have from hundreds of

Queens residents that spend tine in their
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comunity, often in voluntary capacities, trying
to make sure that Queens stays the famly

bor ough, the borough that people want to go to.
One of the only boroughs in the last 10 years

t hat popul ati on has i ncreased because peopl e want
to live in Queens.

So I"'mglad to be here today with
our representatives. | can't overstate how proud
| amto have spent ny life in Queens serving the
peopl e.

| ook forward every year to sharing
this love and culture with my col |l eagues here,
all of you in Albany. You' ve got to conme to
Queens and spend sonme tinme. Any of you that cone
to Queens, please let me know W will treat you
to the best evening of your life.

So with that, | want to vote aye on
the resolution. | want to thank Senator Stavisky
and Leader Stewart-Cousins for allow ng us every
year to bring it to the floor. And please cone
to the Hart Lounge | ater today.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Ranbs on the resol ution.
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SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It is with enornous pride and lots
of swagger that | raise nmy voice today in
cel ebration of the boldest, the nost brilliant,
nost beautiful county in New York State: Queens.
We're the world' s borough, the people's borough,
the future's borough.

| was born in Queens. | was raised
in Queens. |I'mraising nmy famly in Queens.
rep Queens, | bleed Queens. And when it's al
said and done, I'll still be Queens.

Now, | know every menber in this
chanmber has love for their district, but let's be
real. |If New York is a npsaic, Queens is the
part where all of the colors collide and
somet hi ng extraordi nary happens. Queens is where
the entire world doesn't just |ive together, we
thrive together.

We're the nost |inguistically
di verse place on the planet, with over
200 | anguages spoken. That means we don't just
speak your |anguage, we probably speak your
grandnother's too. W're where inmm grants don't

just survive, they start a new chapter for their
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famlies and our nei ghborhoods.

In Queens, being different isn't a
challenge. |It's a superpower. Qur borough gave
the world the |ikes of Fran Drescher and
Donald Trunmp. So clearly Queens can nake you
| augh or Queens can nake you nervous, dependi ng
on your politics.

We're hone to jazz | egends |ike many
of the ones that Senator Conrie mentioned, but
including Dizzy Gllespie and Ella Fitzgerald,
and punk icons like the Ranmbnes. W were the set
of the King of Queens, and so many incredible TV
shows.

We have lots of hip-hop royalty. In
addition to the ones that Leroy nentioned,

Ni cki M naj, Mbb Deep, Noreaga, and the Beatnuts
were all from Queens.

And yes, we root for the home team
the one and only Mets, which will rise again this
year.

Queens is a sanctuary for the LGBTQ
community, a safe harbor for transgender
New Yorkers, a |aboratory for small businesses
i nnovation, and a haven for street vendors wth

M chelin-star fl avor.
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W're the transit pul se of the
state, connecting JFK, La Guardia, Antrak, the
LIRR, and the MIA, like a living, breathing
artery of our city and state.

And the food -- listen, you haven't
lived until you've had a Ti betan nono in Jackson
Hei ghts, a Guyanese roti in Richnmond Hll, a
G eek souvl aki in Astoria, and a Domi nican chim
froma Corona food truck. Al in the same
afternoon. That's not dinner, that's diplonacy.

What |'mtrying to say is Queens is
New York. Queens is the future of Anerica. And
honestly, Queens m ght just be the universe's
best - kept secret, though we're not very good at
keepi ng qui et about it.

So on this Queens Day | urge ny
col |l eagues to join ne in celebrating not just a
bor ough, but a beacon of hope, of hustle, and of
humani ty.

| want to thank all the nmenbers of
t he Queens Chanber of Commerce who are here,
especially the owner of Friend' s Tavern, which is
t he ol dest LABTQ owned establishnent in Queens
County, and many ot hers who rmake us so proud to

al ways rep the best borough -- Queens.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2358

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: | nerely ask one
thing: In the future, please et nme not go after
Senat or Ranpbs. Senator Ranpbs has said it so
well. There are so many things to say about
Queens, and yet she has.

| will only say this. |
represent -- | ama southerner fromthe
sout hernnost part of Southeast Queens, and the
way we |look at the world is everything for us is
up. Everything for us is up

And we are happy to work with the
Queens Chanber of Commerce to do many different
things. | want to just point out that they work
a lot on the issue of incubators, business
i ncubators, ways of bringing all of these
comuni ti es together.

We all speak about the glory of
Anerica, and we understand that the business of
Anerica is business. And we understand that
Queens understands that and the Chanber

under stands that by naking sure that Queens stays
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as the site of business incubation in Amrerica.

| want to thank the Chanber. | want
to thank all the guests from Queens. And | | ook
forward to seeing you all at Queens Day, where
you can taste sonme of the great cuisine of
Queens.

Thank you kindly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or Conzal ez on the resol ution.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you.

| rise today to enthusiastically
vote aye on this resolution

As many of you know, | was born and
rai sed in Queens, in El mhurst and Jackson
Hei ghts. It's still where ny famly is. And
have the i mense privilege of representing two
i ncredi bl e nei ghborhoods in Queens: Astoria and
Long Island City.

And so many of ny col |l eagues today
have been able to point out the incredible
hi story the borough has, how our diversity is our
strength, the role small businesses play, the
role that our celebrities that were born and

rai sed in Queens play in our borough's culture.
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But | really wanted to take a nonent
to call out in just two snmall nei ghborhoods how
every nei ghborhood in Queens |ike m ne punches
way above its weight.

In Astoria we have a vibrant G eek
comunity, as you heard, sone of the best G eek
food in the city. W also have a | arge
M ddl e Eastern and South Asian conmmunity, a |arge
Latino community. W have the |argest public
housi ng conplex in the entire country between
Queensbridge with the addition of Ravenswood and
Astori a Houses.

And this diversity, both of the
peopl e who are there and also the institutions
that we have -- calling out the Noguchi Miseum
t he Museum of the Moving Image, and certainly
MOVA PS 1 down in Long Island City -- it
represents a standard. It represents that when
we have nei ghbor hoods of working-cl ass peopl e
fromeverywhere in the world, that our
comunities can thrive and that we certainly can
show what it nmeans to be the best city in the
worl d, sone of the best places in the world, and
contribute to the broader econony as well.

Sol really -- |1 do want to call out
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just all of the incredible work that my district
has done too in Astoria, Long Island Cty, and
then call out that as soneone born and raised
there, | certainly would not be who | amtoday
wi t hout nmy Queens cul ture.

So with that, | want to say thank
you again for bringing this resolution to the
floor and vote affirmatively.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conzal ez.

Senator Liu on the resol ution.

SENATOR LI U: Madam Pr esi dent, go
Queens!

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Li u.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris to cl ose.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | don't know how
to follow Senator Liu's el oquent remarks.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: But when you

t hi nk of Queens, you heard my col |l eagues say it:
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Diversity is the word that nost comes to mind --
diversity of culture, diversity of |anguage,
diversity of food. And of course that all cones
fromthe diversity of its people.

And when you wal k from one
nei ghborhood to the next in Queens, it's like
you're entering a different country. And perhaps
that's why we identify ourselves by our
nei ghbor hoods in Queens, as opposed to the
county.

You know, when | was grow ng up, we
used to say in nmy neighborhood we had both types,
G eeks and Italians.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And now of
course it has changed so nuch because Queens
lives and breathes nore than any other place in
the world. You have one tide of inmgrants
repl aci ng the previous one, which then is
repl aced by another. And that is why we are so
rich fromeach other's experiences.

That is why if you do enjoy food,
pl ease go to the Queens Chanber's event in the
Hart Lounge today. But if you like that, cone
back and go to the Queens N ght Market right by
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the Hall of Science, which is a culinary
experience unlike any you will ever have.
Literally food fromall over the world from one
stall to the next. And not just food to sanple,
but food to enjoy. It is anong the great
attractions of our borough.

It al so happens to be right next to
Citi Field, hone of the best teamin baseball,
the New York Mets. And of course the Mets every
so often eclipse the Yankees in ternms of interest
and attention. And now the Yankees were kind
enough to cede Juan Soto to the Mets, we are once
again in that situation in our great city.

| do want to recogni ze the | eaders
of the Queens Chanber who are here. Senator
St avi sky was kind enough to let nme have this
honor of introducing Tom Grech, the president,
and Carl Mattone, the chairman of the board, who
are well known to all of us. W appreciate their
attendance today, and we'll get to socialize with
thema little bit nore later this afternoon.

But nostly | just want to tal k about
what a great, great experience living and being
rai sed and being born in this county is, where

this Greek boy was able to neet a Peruvi an
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i mm grant and now you all saw, a couple of weeks
ago, the famly that we've built together. It is
a story that can only be told in Queens, and |I'm
so happy to be a part of it.

Madam Pr esi dent, thank you very
much. And | appreciate nmy col |l eagues for
i ndul gi ng us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator G anaris.

To our guests fromthe Queens
Chanber, we wel come you on behal f of the Senate.
We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t he house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on April 8th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| et us nobve on now to previously adopted
Resol ution 455, which I m stakenly thought should
have been brought up yesterday when | thought it
was about Margaritaville.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: But it is in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2365

fact a resolution by Senator beracker honoring
the Village of Margariteville {sic}. Read its
title and recogni ze Senator Cberacker, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 455, by
Senat or Cber acker, comrenorating the
150t h Anniversary of the Village of Marguerite
{sic}, New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ober acker on the resol ution.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And just as a point of order, it is
pronounced Margaretville.

Madam Presi dent, you have to bear
with me. |[|'ve kind of conme down with a little
bit of a cold -- which feels oddly appropriate
for ny first tinme rising to speak on ny own
resolution. Perhaps there's no better way to
show how nmeani ngful this nonent is than standing
here a little bit under the weather.

Today | rise with great pride to
recogni ze the 150th anniversary of the founding

of the Village of Margaretville, located in the
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Town of M ddl etown in Del aware County, tucked
al ong the East Branch of the Delaware River in
the heart of the beautiful -- and | do nean
beautiful -- Catskill Muntains.

And we are honored to be here today
to be joined with some of the individuals who
hel p keep the village running. W have here in
t he chanber Mayor John Hubbel |, Town Supervi sor
d en Faul kner, Trustee and Town C erk Sarah
Hubbel |, Trustee Iris Mead, and Town Historian
Di ane Gal usha.

You know, as a fornmer town
supervi sor, Madam Presi dent, and board nenber
nmyself, I know all too well the chall enges and
commtment required in these roles. Your work
may not al ways meke the headlines, but your
i npact is undeni abl e.

Thank you for your service not only
to Margaretville, but to Delaware County and to
my 51st Senate District.

Margaretville's story began shortly
after the American Revolution, when settlers
first arrived and called the area Pakat aghkan.
"1l have you know, Madam President, | spent nost

of the night |earning how to pronounce that
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correctly. The name would | ater be changed to
Margaretville, in honor of Margaret Lewis, the

gr anddaught er of Robert Livingston, on whose | and
the original village was established.

And |i ke many villages, nany
villages in towns and ham ets throughout ny
district, Margaretville was shaped by the arriva
of the railroad, which brought prosperity through
commerce and tourism And |ike so many places in
upstate New York, its spirit has been defined not
just by industry but by the resilience of its
people -- those who built it, those who stayed
and who continue to care for it.

Anni versaries like this are the
noments to reflect but also to | ook forward. The
Village of Margaretville has endured for
150 years, and | have no doubt, Madam President,
no doubt it will endure for another 150.

And when the future Senator stands
here -- hopefully in better health -- to mark the
village's 300th anniversary, | hope they' Il see
what | see today: A community that honors its
past, a community that serves its people, and a
comunity which continues to contribute mghtily

to the great State of New York.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
kindly ask that we extend the courtesies to our
honored guests in the chanber today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Cber acker.

To our guests here representing the
150t h anni versary of the Village of
Margaretville, | welcone you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesi es of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 11th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| apol ogi ze for the m spronunci ation
i ntroduci ng that resolution.

Let's nove on to previously adopted
Resol ution 818, by Senator Baskin, read that
resolution's title and recogni ze Senat or Baski n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 818, by
Senat or Baskin, celebrating the life of John A
Fer ol et o.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Baskin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

| rise to acknowl edge and pay
tribute to a |l eader in our great state who
suddenly passed away | ast nonth. John Ferol eto
was a dedicated and highly respected trial
attorney known for his unwavering conmtnent to
justice, and a steadfast advocate for the rights
of i ndividuals.

A native of Buffalo' s West Side,
John was proud of his Italian heritage. He
started his own business painting hones at the
age of 16 and continued through | aw school,
financing his education.

He graduated fromthe University at
Buf fal o School of Law, where he net his wfe,
Paul a. She currently serves as a New York State
Suprene Court judge.

In addition to Judge Ferol eto,

John is survived by their children and
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grandchildren as well as extended famly,
friends and col | eagues, including the many
attorneys that he nmentored who were fortunate to
experience his warnth, his hunor, and his
generosity.

| amso grateful for my friend
John Feroleto's support over ny years as an
el ected official, and the inpact that his famly
has had on our comunity.

May John Feroleto rest in peace, and
may his famly find confort in his |egacy.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Baski n.

Senator Gallivan on the resol ution.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too rise to honor and renenber
John Ferol eto, who was an incredible upstandi ng
menber of the Western New York conmunity. O
course, born and raised and lived in Buffalo his
whole life. Set an exanple for so nany.

You' ve heard from Senat or Baski n,
who | thank for bringing this resolution forward,

about his acconplishnments as an attorney, about
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his famly, a famly of servants -- sone public,
sone citizens.

And John Feroleto was a citizen
servant who did so many things beyond practicing
| aw -- hel ping so nmany individuals in need, and
bei ng an individual who a community is very, very
proud of, and one that we can all aspire to be.

So | again thank Senator Baskin for
bringing this forward. |'mgrateful to have
known John Ferol eto, grateful that he was part of
the Western New York community. And ny thoughts
and prayers go out to his famly.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on April 29th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
Resol ution 930, by Senator Ranbs. Let's take up
that resolution, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Ranos.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 930, by

Senat or Ranps, nenorializing Governor Kathy
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Hochul to proclaim My 1, 2025, as May Day in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And Happy May Day to all Senators,
who are workers for our districts, representing
our nei ghbors and our comunities.

| personally, as the daughter of
wor ki ng-cl ass inmgrants, amvery proud to chair
the Labor Conmittee in this great chanber, and
it's ny honor to carry this resolution every
year.

On May 1st we honor the |abor
novenment with one urgent, sinple demand: Safety
for workers. That demand has seeded, over tineg,
the child | abor ban, has | aunched the Wrkers'
Conpensation Board. |It's set nodern safety
standards, it's strengthened unions and built the
protections we still rely on today and mnust
continue to inprove for all New Yorkers.

From t he War ehouse Worker Injury
Reduction Act, the Nail Salon M nimum St andards

Council Act, the Wage Theft Deterrence package,
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to tenmporary disability reform TEMP, and even
wor kers' conp reform these bills laid the
foundati on for the next chapter of protections
for working-class New Yorkers.

This is legislation that nmandates
every workplace is safe and our |long-termhealth
is protected so that every worker in our state
returns home safely at the end of their shift.
The worker safety agenda is what will sustain the
| ongevity and the health of the econony of
New York State.

This resolution, as always, is
dedi cated to every working New Yorker. My they
cl ock out and return hone safe, healthy and
whole. This is the prom se May Day carries, and
one that we now enshrine in history every year
and rmust continue to keep.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to previously adopted Resolution 257. Pl ease
read that resolution's title and recognize
Senat or Jackson on his resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 257, by
Senat or Jackson, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim May 2025 as Muslim History
Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

My col |l eagues, | rise today and |
greet you with peace and bl essings. Asal amu
Alaikum | rise not only as a legislator, but as
a proud Muslim Anerican and the first Mislimever
el ected to this distinguished body.

This nmoment is profoundly persona
and historically significant. Today we take an

important step -- a step towards recognition,
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towards truth telling, towards honoring a history
too often silenced and too often distorted. W
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2025 as Muslim H story Month in our great
State of New YorKk.

And what a history it is. A history
ol der than the borders that we draw, richer than
the narratives we've been handed. A history of
mat hemat i ci ans who gave us al gebra, of science
who mapped the stars and unl ocked the nysterious
vi sion of heal ers whose nedi cal w sdom crossed
continents and centuries. A history of artists,
architects, philosophers, poets. A history of
not hers and fathers, inmgrants, neighbors and
friends who have al so hel ped shape the foundation
of our state.

And yet too often our stories are
erased, our contributions overlooked, our faith
m sunderstood. And too often we are treated as
strangers in a state we al so hel p | ead.

But make no m stakes. W are not
new here. W are not visitors. W are not
footnotes. W are part of New York's story. And
this resolution, proclanation, rem nds every

student and every classroom every New Yorker on
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every street, that Muslimhistory is not
sonmething apart. It is sonmething anong. It
bel ongs to all of us.

| want every Muslimchild in

New York to |l ook at this nonth and know your

faith is not a barrier. 1It's a bridge. Your
history is not a burden. It is a blessing. Your
presence is not a threat. |It's a gift.

By proclaimng MiuslimHi story Month,
we are not asking for special treatnent, we are
asking for honest treatnent. W are asking for
our rightful place in the narrative of this
st at e.

And we are saying to every
Musl i m New Yorker: W see you, we honor you, we
wal k besi de you.

As soneone who has nmarched for
fairness, fought for equity, and now stands here
a Muslimserving in the New York State Senate,
carry this nmoment with both reverence and
responsi bility. From hunbl e begi nnings in
Nort hern Manhattan, to this chanber, | know what
it neans to be seen. | know t he power of
representati on.

And this proclamation will rem nd
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every young Muslim across New York that they too
bel ong in every room every table, every seat
wher e deci sions are nade.

Let's nove forward with this
resol uti on honoring the past and enbracing a
future of inclusivity and respect. Asal anu
Al ai kum -- peace be upon you. Al handulillah --
hope and t hank God.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Jackson.

Senat or Ranbs on the resol ution.

SENATCOR RAMCS: Asal amu Al ai kum
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in solidarity with so many of
my Muslim nei ghbors back hone in Jackson Hei ghts,
Corona, East El mhurst, Elnhurst, and the few
bl ocks of Forest Hills and Rego Park that |
proudly represent.

| believe that we have an obligation
to ensure that Muslim Anerican history is taught.
| slam cane to New York and the United States when
people from Afri ca were ki dnapped fromtheir hone
and brought here against their will to do

backbr eaki ng wor k.
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And we have an obligation to
recogni ze the many contributions that have been
made. In fact, forner President Thomas Jefferson
is known to have kept a Koran at the presidenti al
home to nmake sure that all Anericans continue to
educat e t hensel ves.

And we in this chanmber have an
obligation to carry on that intention so that we
can celebrate our diversity, fight |slanophobia
and i gnorance, and ensure that we are building
bri dges across our comunities. So that when we
do hear the words Allahu Akbar or Al handulill ah,
we know that it is not offensive but actually a
deep praise to the God that we share, that we
believe in, and to whom we are thankful for
giving us the opportunity to serve each other.

So thank you, Madam President. And
t hank you to the nenbers of the Muslim Amrerican
community who are here in the chanber today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

Senat or Krueger on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

Madam President. | proudly stand in support of

this resol ution.
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I'ma Jewi sh Anerican. And we have
so nmuch in comopn: Qur two religions, our two
hi stories, and our two stories as immgrants to
Aneri ca.

And this country is great because we
are a country built by immgrants fromall over
the world, fromall countries and from al
religions. And frankly, we're at a nonent in
hi story where there's too much stress targeted at
both the Muslim American community and the Jew sh
Ameri can conmunity.

And we have Jew sh Anerican History
Mont h est abli shed by Congress, so it seenms only
appropriate that in the great State of New York
we have a Muslim American History Month

So I"mproud to stand in favor of
this resolution. Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| want to thank Senator Jackson for
this resolution. | want to thank the

Majority Leader for bringing this to the floor.
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| want to thank col |l eagues for their coments.

You know, as has been expressed,
what makes New York such a wonderful place to
live is our great diversity. And the
Lower Hudson Valley that you and | represent,
Madam Presi dent, is no exception. The Hudson
Vall ey Islam c Center, the Northern Wstchester
| slam c Center, the Peekskill Islamc Center --
j ust wonderful comunities.

And as Senator Jackson said in his
wonderful ly el oquent remarks, not apart from W
are a part of, and together. And just -- it's so
i nportant, as Senator Ranpbs nentioned, that we
speak out agai nst |slanmophobia and m sinformation
and that the beautiful tapestry of New York is
all of us together. And that's why this
resolution is so inportant.

Agai n, thank you to Senator Jackson.

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris to cl ose.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| was just going to ask you to please recognize
Senat or Jackson again so he can introduce the

guests who are with us for this resolution.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Jackson.

SENATOR JACKSON: So thank you,
Madam President. M apologies to two of the
| eaders that are here, part of MJUNA Alliance for
Peace and Justice. Sawha Abdullah -- would you
pl ease stand -- and al so Abdul | a Mohammad.

These are two | eaders of MJINA
Al liance for Peace and Justice. They have about
a hundred nenbers up there today that are
| obbyi ng about the issues and concerns that
i mpact them-- food, education, all of the things
that basically people want in their society as
far as doing what's right and doi ng what's good
for the people that they represent.

So thank you for com ng here today
to Al bany.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Jackson.

To our guests who are here on behal f
of the resolution, supporting the Mislim
acknow edgnent of this Muslimresolution here on
the floor, thank you for being here. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the

Senat e.
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Congr at ul ati ons.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on January 28.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
now t he nonment you've been waiting for --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- previously
adopt ed Resol ution 835, recogni zi ng New York
State Constitution Day, by Senator Gounardes.
Please read its title and recognize
Senat or Counar des.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 835, by
Senat or Gounar des, mnenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to recognize April 20, 2025, in honor of
t he 248th Anniversary of the adoption of the
first New York State Constitution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Gounardes on the resol ution

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Good afternoon, colleagues. | know
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you have been waiting for this resolution as
eagerly as | have, because this past April 20th
we cel ebrated New York's 248th birthday. That's
right, April 20, 1777, the State of New York
ratified our very first constitution after we
decl ared i ndependence in July of 1776.

And as | have for several years now,
| look forward to this day to tal k about a
chapter in our state's constitutional history
that is both relevant to the work we do in this
chanmber and to the issues of our tine.

Today is no different. Today we're
going to be tal ki ng about New York's Bill of
rights and, nore specifically, the free speech
and free press protections guaranteed by the
New York State Constitution.

So let's go back to the early days
of our state to January 13, 1787, when our
Legi sl ature adopted an act concerning the rights
of the citizens of this state. This statutory
enact nent contained 13 provisions, each outlining
specific rights derived fromhistoric English
common | aw rights and enbodied in various
docunents such as the Magna Carta, the Petition

of Right, the 1689 Bill of Rights, and the
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U S. Constitution.

Anmong these rights were the
following: Al authority is derived fromthe
people. No citizen can be inprisoned or deprived
of property w thout due process. You cannot be
i mpri soned without an indictnment. You cannot be
put on trial w thout a chance to defend yourself.
You cannot be executed without due process. You
cannot pay any anount of noney to sway the
justice system

Fi nes and fees cannot be charged
wi t hout good cause, and they nust be reasonabl e.
Excessive bail or fines are prohibited, as is
cruel and unusual puni shment.

There nust be free elections. The
right to petition governnment is guaranteed, as is
the right of the legislature to have freedom of
speech and debat e.

There can be no taxation or mlitary
service without |egislative approval. And
| astly, you cannot force private citizens to
guarter sol diers.

Now, this is two years before the
ratification of our own federal Bill of Rights.

But did you notice what was not included on that
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list? That's right, no nmention of freedom of
speech. No nention of freedom of press.

In fact, it was not until 1821, some
30-plus years after the adoption of our Bill of
Ri ghts, that New York even contenpl ated adopti ng
a constitutional Bill of Rights.

During a constitutional convention
call ed that year, del egates debated reforns to
New York's judiciary, the process of revising
vetoi ng | egi slation, and even creating a
mechanismto anend the Constitution itself, which
the original constitution of 1777 did not
i ncl ude.

But del egates al so debated adopting
a formal constitutional Bill of Rights. Wich
some did not think were necessary because they
bel i eved that the American experinent of
federalismwas so successful there was no need to
enshrine additional constitutional |iberties.

As Peter Livingston, a State Senator
and convention del egate from Dut chess County
explained: "A Bill of Rights is the nere
repetition of the fundanental rights of this
peopl e, which have never been viol ated and which,

after 40 years of practice under our
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Constitution, we need not fear to see violated."

Anot her del egate, a fornmer
State Senator, forner Attorney General, and then
U S. Senator and future President Martin Van
Buren said: "I would express nmy doubt whether by
adopting any Bill of Rights at all we are
materially benefiting the Constitution of this
state."

Neverthel ess, in the Constitution
t hat was adopted by the convention in 1821, a
formal constitutional Bill of Rights was included
whi ch i ncorporated a conbi nation of the statutory
rights first enacted in 1787 as well as
protections fromthe U S. Bill of R ghts which
were ratified in 1789.

And included in Section 8 of the
Bill of Rights was the following. "Every citizen
may freely speak, wite and publish his
sentinents on all subjects, being responsible for
t he abuse of that right, and no | aw shall be
passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of
speech or of the press.

“I'n all prosecutions or indictnents
for libels, the truth may be given in evidence to

the jury, and if it shall appear to the jury that
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the matter charged as libelous is true and was
publ i shed with good notives and for justifiable
ends, the party shall be acquitted and the jury
shall have the right to determ ne the | aw and the

fact."
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Now, inmmediately three things should
junp out at us about this provision. First,
contrary to the First Anendnent of the U S
Constitution -- which, as we all know, says
Congress shall make no | aw abridging the freedom
of speech or of the press -- the New York
Constitution states that the right to free speech
is an affirmative grant of free expression for
all citizens.

This is significant because it
suggests that our right to free speech under our
own Constitution was not intended nerely to be a
protection from encroachnent by an overbearing
government. Under our State Constitution, we
enjoy a fundanmental right to speak, wite and
publish freely.

This mirrored simlar protections
that were adopted by several other states in
their constitutions, including Pennsylvania,

M ssi ssi ppi, Connecticut and Mi ne.

Second, the right to free speech is
not absolute. A citizen's right to speak, wite
and publish freely is limted by civic obligation
to not abuse that right.

Now, this idea m ght seem quai nt by
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t he standards of today's understandi ng of the
First Amendnent. But at that tinme freedom of
speech was not sinply an end in itself, but it
was deened fundanmental to the notion of
sel f-governnment. In other words,
Madam Presi dent, freedom of speech was necessary
to exercise good citizenship.

And | astly, the Constitution's
freedom of speech provision includes a fairly
| engt hy di scussi on about truth and good
i ntentions being defenses in cases for crimnal
libel. 1In fact, nearly the entire debate about
Section 8 at the constitutional convention was
all about crimnal libel, a further reflection
that the comon understandi ng of free speech at
that time was not about the right to say whatever
you want ed whenever you wanted to, but to allow
citizens to participate in the public discourse
of the day w thout saying sonmething that was
deened injurious or offensive to soneone el se.

Now, to understand this |ast point
we have to take one nore step back in tinme to
1804, to a courtroomin C averack, which is |
believe in Senator Hinchey's district, to witness

the crimnal prosecution of a gentleman naned
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Harry Croswell for crimnal |ibel.

|"mgoing to read the first sentence
of the indictnment issued against Harry Croswel .
"It is represented that Harry Croswell, |ate of
the Gty of Hudson in the County of Col unbi a,
being a malicious and seditious man of a depraved
m nd and wi cked and di abol i cal disposition, and
al so deceitfully, w ckedly and maliciously
devi sing, contriving and intending to detract
from scandalize, traduce" -- what a great word,
traduce -- "vilify and to represent Thonas
Jefferson, Esquire, President of the
United States, as unworthy of the confidence,
respect and attachnent of the people of the said
United States, and to alienate and withdraw from
t he said Thonas Jefferson the obedience, fidelity
and al l egi ance of the citizens of the State of
New York. "

Now, if you listened carefully, you
m ght have picked up on the two words in that
sentence that explain the entire background of
this case: "Seditious" and "alienate."

You see, Harry Croswell was a
Federal i st newspaper printer. And as we renenber

fromour Anerican history, the early days of our
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country were marked by deep partisan divisions
bet ween Federal i sts and Denocrati c- Republi cans,
whi ch often played out in the founding
generation's version of Twitter: Partisan
newspapers.

Croswel | was bei ng prosecuted for
libel for printing a story that was previously
publ i shed by anot her federalist newspaper that
accused Thomas Jefferson of paying sonmeone in
Virginia to not just publish a tax against his
nenesi s John Adans, but also to | abel
CGeorge Washington as a traitor, robber and
perjurer, and to grossly slander the private
characters of men who he well knew were virtuous.

Now, Jefferson, as president, while
publicly opposed to the Alien and Sedition Acts
signed into | aw by John Adans, privately
encouraged his allies to use the law to arrest
and silence his ow critics.

Croswel | was charged under this |aw,
and at trial the only issue was whether or not he
actually reprinted the all egations agai nst
Thomas Jefferson in his newspaper. And that was
because, under the conmon |aw at that time, as

was the precedent from English conmon law, truth
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was not a defense to a charge of i bel

So the nere fact that Harry Croswel |l
publ i shed a story that stated soneone el se
publ i shed a story about Thonmas Jefferson, he was
charged with libel and convi ct ed.

Now, Croswell appeal ed and, on
appeal, he had a new | awyer join his defense
team soneone we all know. Federalist |um nary
Al exander Ham |t on.

I n what woul d be one of the final
cases he ever argued in court in his career,
Ham | ton spent six hours arguing that English
common | aw was wong to reject truth as a defense
to |ibel, because before English |aw there was
Roman | aw. And under Roman law, truth was a
def ense agai nst a charge of |ibel.

He argued that the liberty of the
press consists in the right to publish with
impunity the truth, with good notives for
justifiable ends, although reflecting on
government, magi stracy, or individuals. The
right of giving the truth in evidence in cases of
libel is all inportant to the liberties of the
people. And the allowance of this right is

essential to the preservation of a free
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government. And the disallowance of it is fatal.

Now, the New York Suprene Court
deadl ocked on the case that day. But the
foll ow ng year the Legislature, our body, passed
a |law adopting Hamilton's position that truth is
a defense to a charge of libel. And it was this
| aw that was then further enshrined as a
constitutional principle when the Constitution of
1821 was | at er adopt ed.

Now, as a quick aside, while
Ham | ton was representing Croswell on his appeal,
he was staying here in Al bany at the hone of a
friend. Over dinner one eveni ng he happened to
make sone harsh conments to a di nner guest about
his rival, Aaron Burr, which were |ater published
in a newspaper. It was the publication of these
comment s whi ch broke the proverbial canel's back
in the ongoing feud between Burr and Ham |t on,
which led to the infanmous duel between them not
six nonths |ater.

So, ny coll eagues, New York's free
speech protections now date back nore than
200 years. But for at first 100-plus years after
Section 8 was adopted, freedom of speech did not

enj oy the sane enbrace by the judiciary as did
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the freedom of the press.

In fact, if you | ook at the court
cases goi ng back throughout the 1800s, enphasis
was nore about the abuse of the right to speech
rather than a protection of that right. But
after the Suprenme Court's decision in Gtlowv.
New York in 1925, which applied the
First Anendnent to state governnents, that began
to shift. Today our judiciary has reaffirmed
time and tinme again that our right to speak
freely, wite freely, and publish freely is
broader than the protections afforded by the U S
First Anmendnent. It is designed to protect the
expression of controversial and unpopul ar vi ews
and provides for the absolute protection of
opi ni on.

And at this nonent it feels like
these principles are threatened and that the
i nportance of free speech to the exercise of
sel f-governnment is in jeopardy.

So as we contenplate what is
happening all around us, we would be wise to
remenber what Al exander Hamilton said in his
appeal on behalf of Harry Croswell: That the

road to tyranny will be opened by the stifling of
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the press and by silencing | eaders and patriots.
Presci ent words indeed, Madam President.

And so with that, | want to end by
sayi ng happy bel ated birthday to New York, and to
all of nmy colleagues here, a very, very happy
New York Constitution Day.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or CGounar des.

Senator Martins on the resolution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank the sponsor for
once again highlighting not only the state's
anni versary, but the Constitution and how
inmportant it is that we not only have free
speech, but transparency.

You know, | happen to believe the
Constitution not only of the United States but
here in the State of New York is an inportant
formati ve docunent, and it's something that we
shoul d follow, always, and understand the spirit
under which those provisions were enacted,

adopt ed.
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And | want to draw everyone's
attention, including the Governor, to Article 3,
Section 14 of the Constitution that speaks
specifically to the aging of bills on the floor
of this chanber.

You know, it's not just a tradition,
it's a constitutional provision that requires the
aging of bills on the floor to allow for the
public to review them for nenbers of this
chanber to properly review those docunents, those
bills that come before us, so that we can
responsi bly have the opportunity to debate those
bills on the substance here on the fl oor.

Now, it's true, it does provide for
nmessages of necessity when there are energencies
that require it. Certainly we would not want to
put the state in danger or not allow state
government to respond in an energency. But when
it cones to budget bills -- and certainly I would
suggest when it comes to budget bills that are
now five weeks |ate, Madam President, | would
hope that in the spirit of Constitution Day and
the Constitution of the State of New York, and in
the spirit of the tradition of this chanber and

the need for transparency when it conmes to
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important bills that cone before this chanber
that we highlight the necessity for our budget
bills to be properly aged on everyone's desk and
give it the necessary three days so that we can
all properly review them and the public can
properly review them before they're forced to a
vote here on the Senate fl oor.

So in the spirit of Constitution Day
and celebrating the State Constitution, and
understanding full well where we are in the
budget process this year, | would thank again the
sponsor for this resolution. | wll support the
resol ution and rem nd everybody nessages of
necessity are a requirenent only when there's an
energency. There is no energency. The
Constitution requires three days aging of bills
on our desks. And let's honor the Constitution
in that way as well

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or WAl czyk on the resol ution.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise on the Constitution Day

resol ution and thank nmy col |l eague for bringing it
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forward

In 1777, as he pointed out, we were
endeavoring on a very interesting project here in
New York State and in the United States of
America: How do you take consolidated power on
autocratic kings and nake sure that that's put on
to the citizens? How do we nake sure that people
are represented?

And so we created checks and
bal ances within the United States Constitution
and New York State's Constitution. Actually,
each one of us in this chanber swore an oath to
uphol d that Constitution making sure that the
power, through our republic, is ultimtely on the
peopl e of the State of New York

So we can have a Constitution Day
resolution, or we can honor the principles of
that Constitution which were |laid down by our
founders. W could allow citizens to see
New York State's budget before we vote on it. W
could reject nmessages of necessity on
non- ener gency | egi sl ati on.

And if we've continued the budget
process by extender after extender after

ext ender, obviously there's no energency that
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woul d necessity a nmessage of necessity at this
point. W can check those autocratic nonarch

principles. W can check the Executive and we
can reject those.

So we can not just talk about it, we
could al so take the principles that Alexis de
Tocquevill e and John Stuart M1 brought our
founders. Tyranny of the majority. W could
make sure that every single legislator in both
the Senate and Assenbly is heard fromon this,
has the opportunity to review the budget for at
| east the constitutional three days that are
provi ded, just by rejecting that nessage of
necessity.

So let's not subject New Yorkers to
the tyranny of the nmgjority that they warned us
about, or to nmake sure that those checks and
bal ances that our founders cared so nuch about --
that are actually not just in a resolution where
we celebrate Constitution Day -- but in practice
in everything that we do here in the New York
State Legislature, and carry those principles of
our Constitution into the work that we do every
si ngl e day.

So | vote aye on this resolution.
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think it's critically inportant to tal k about our
Constitution and to educate our citizenry on it.
But | think it's even nore inportantly for the
menbers of this house, the house across the hall,
and for our Executive to have that power checked.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Tedi sco on the resol ution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent .

| thank the sponsor for this
resolution. | think it's an extrenely inportant
one. And | think all of us in this room both
sides of the aisle, agree that we revere the
Constitution of this state and the Constitution
of the United States of Anerica.

| think it was Wnston Churchill who
sai d representative denocracy, the United States,
it's the worst form of governnent -- except for
all the rest.

s it perfect? | think our
Constitution is as close to perfect as we could
have ever made w t hout being the individual who
brought us into this world with all those

i nalienable rights that are in the Constitution.
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One thing we have to understand:

Qur Foundi ng Fathers were trenendous i ndividuals.
They fought a king. They dispatched thensel ves
for it. They created the greatest nation in the
world. | think they created the second greatest
docurent in the world. For ne, the Holy Bible is
first, but the Constitution of the

United States -- and our State Constitution is
pretty good also -- are trenendous docunents.

But no nan or no wonman gave us the
rights and freedons that are enbedded in these
constitutions. And no man or no woman can take
t hese rights away from us.

I nal i enabl e rights? That was
fantastic. The reason we get to live these
rights in freedomare no different than the
reasons why every other citizen fromevery other
part of the world get to live those, if they
could, in the sane way. They have the sane exact
rights we have. W get to |live them because of a
group of individuals who we honored -- they were
part of it, the Korean War heroes. W get to
Iive them because of the best, the brightest, the
nost courageous and conpassi onate fighting force

for good: The nen and wonen of the United States
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fighting forces.

They' re the ones who give us the
ability every day to stand up to conme here. And
to show you the reverence | have, | carry this
docunent of the Constitution of the United States
and the state with ne every tine | walk into this
building. Every tinme | walk into this building,
it's in nmy pocket. Because |I'm m ndful of the
fact that everything we do here has to be in
respect for that. So inportant for us.

Now, a part of the Constitution for
this state and for the United States of Anmerica,
is to be able to change the Constitution or add
to the Constitution. The Bill of R ghts, the
anendnents we' ve made over the years -- we can
make it in the state, we can be part of nmaking it
national ly.

| think the way you do that, for
two-thirds to call a convention, is two-thirds of
the states -- | think it's in the Fourth
Amendrent, maybe -- two-thirds of the states cal
for a convention, they can call one. You can
make an anendnent by three-fourths of the votes
of the states at that convention. O both bodies

at the federal level can do it and nake an
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adj ust nment .

|"mso proud of the fact that in
this state | was to able to hel p do sonet hi ng
t hat nade a serious anendnent to the State
Constitution we have. A while back, when | was
in the New York State Assenbly, | stood up at ny
desk and | had the budget bills right in front of
me, one after the other. And | spoke through
t hose budget bills on a bill that was an
anendnent that eventually was passed from both
houses, got on the ballot, and it was pretty
sinple. W had a part of the Constitution of the
State of New York which we still have. | don't
know i f you renenber that. The bills have to be,
as has been said here by ny coll eague, three days
on our desks. Well, our Founding Fathers were
smart. They never realized we'd have conputers
and tablets like this on the desk. | call these
Jimm es, because | think I had a part in nmaking
t hi s happen here.

Do you know every year, starting
from back when this happened -- and it's nuch
nore that we're saving right now -- we saved
$13 mllion a year without putting those budget

docunents on our desks, having to print them
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having to print all the other bills, and it nade
us nore effective.
| open this up on occasion and |
| ook through, and I don't have to try to -- a
stack this big was on ny desk. How could | go
t hrough there and see every section and talk
about every section, or goto it in a debate. |
can open this up right now, and go to it. | can
get every bill that's going to come before us.
Because our Founding Fathers were snmart. Three
days you have to have on that bill on our desks.
And as Senator Martins was talking
about, they were right. But they never knew we'd
have the technol ogy we have now. So that's an

i mportant part of the amendnents we can nake as a

state. Inportant part of the amendnents we can
possi bly nake nationally. Thirteen mllion
dollars a day then. | don't know how nmany years

ago that anendnent got onto the ballot. And al
the constituents in this representative
denocracy, | think it was close to 70 percent,
said, Yeah, | want to save $13 mllion a year and
| don't want to put ink-filled paper in landfills
by the tons and I don't want you choppi ng down

our forestlands and everything to create that
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paper.
It was a win for the environnent.

It was a win for naking us nore effective. It

was a win for saving us mllions of dollars. But

you know what it wasn't a win for? W didn't
make that adjustnent for a nessage of necessity,
whi ch Senat or Martins was tal king about.

| have a bill that will allow you to
do that. And | would love to see that bill cone
to the floor for a constitutional anmendment to
actually clarify what a nmessage of necessity
nmeans, what the good Senator next to me kind of
clarified for you. If we get attacked by a
forei gn power or sonething, or we have a
COVID virus, or we have a weather condition
those are energencies. Hustle us in here, put a
docurent on ny desk, I'll be ready to vote for
it.

But not to hustle up to bring us in
in the mddle of the night where sonebody once
said, In darkness denocracy dies. And denocracy
dies sonetimes in this body, unfortunately,
because there's a rush to judgnment. Now, 1'd
| ove to see the fourth estate be able to see a

bill three days in advance. 1'd love to join
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themin seeing those three days in advance.
don't want to be like Chicken Little and say, The
sky is falling, the sky is falling, and | ook up
and say, No, it's not falling.

Kind of the CGovernor was the Chicken

Littl e about a week ago. W have a budget! W

have a budget! This is it, thisis -- I'm
| ooki ng around, | don't see any budget. It's not
in ny desk here. |It's not underneath here. |It's

not in ny tablet here. Okay?

So we don't need nessages of
necessity. W need sunlight. |It's the
di sinfectant. W need sunlight. You need to
give us those bills, you need to have those
bills -- it's not only us that need to be
infornmed. You, as the body that controls al
| evers of power in governnent here, do you
realize it's the first tine in over 40 years that
that takes place? Republicans used to blane
Denocrats for late bills. Denpbcrats, when
Joe Bruno was here, he had the majority, they
used to bl ane Republi cans.

We ki nd of know who can't do budgets
now, because for the |ast seven years you' ve

controlled all levers of power here. There's
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nobody to blame for a | ate budget this year, |'m
sorry to say. You control the Senate, you
control the Assenbly, you control the Governor.

W'd like to have the bills a little
bit earlier, like the three days our
Foundi ng Fat hers said they should be here, unless
there was a serious energency. And | bet, if you
tell the truth, you' d like to have the bills
three days earlier too. So you could understand
it.

And | bet the nedia would like to
have the bills three days earlier so they can
informthe public so we could be what we really
shoul d be, above el ected officials and above
public servants. Above all that, guess what we
are? Representatives. And a representative has
to get back to their constituents and say, You
see this, you see that -- what do you think
should do on this? Three days is the |east that
we shoul d have to do that.

So | appreciate Constitution Day.
There's a piece of it which allows us as
governi ng bodies to go before the voters and | et
them decide if we can nake it a better

constitution and make us a better government.
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And | bet you if you put it on the
ballot, would you really like to define what a
nmessage of necessity should be, should be an
energency, | bet you it would pass close to that
one we passed when | was able to hel p support you
and all the others who voted for it -- or sone of
you who were here back then. Wi ch may not be
too many of you, because |I've been here for a
little while. | bet you it would pass with great
nunbers.

So |'m happy to support our
Constitution. | think it's a great docunent in
the state. | think it's a great docunent
nationally. W're the greatest nation in the
worl d, but there's always roomfor inprovenent.

And | appreciate what
Wnston Churchill had to say. W're still the
greatest form of governnent in the world, but we
can nmake it better.

Thank you very much
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Tedi sco. Thank you very much

Senat or Krueger on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | think Senator Gounardes
soneti mes thinks we're nmaking fun of himwhen we
tell himhow much we | ook forward to his speech
on his resolution every year. But | very
sincerely look forward to it. Because probably
the nost inportant thing for us all to renenber
as our job description is to uphold the
Constitution. And it matters every day in every
way to us and to 19.5 mllion New Yorkers.

And even today's story about
Ham [ ton and Burr and the court case -- | just
have to say, for the record, so because we al
know the nusical, we all are in the roomwhere it
happened. And that is so inportant. So
important to us and our future.

Now, in response to sone of ny
col | eagues' conments | want to go rogue, as usual
for Liz Krueger. | conpletely agree, budget
bills should not be done with nessages of
necessity when there are no energencies. And
when you're on Day March 48th or 49th, let's be
honest, there's no energency.

And for the record, it's not a

partisan fight. As a new Senator, Denocrat,
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23 years ago, one of the first things |I did was
sue Joe Bruno, the Governor, and Shelly Silver
for the uses of nmessages of necessity
i nappropriately. And | sued on a nunber of
constitutional grounds. And people weren't very
excited about ne, on both sides, frankly, because
| believe that the constitutional protections of
our rights as all 19.5 mllion New Yorkers, are
critical.

| lost at the Court of Appeals, who
said these are political decisions not to be
dealt with in a court situation. | disagreed
then, but lost. And here we are, 23 years |ater,
different parties in different positions, sane
issue. | will lose this fight, | believe, as you
will lose this fight this week. But | agree that
we shoul d make clear: Budget bills are, as Jim
Tedi sco described -- | renmenber, so thank you for
your anendnent that said we didn't have to kill
so many trees every year and try to pretend we
were reading a stack this tall of bills that we
got with 10 m nutes' notice, because | was in the
Mnority.

So these are inportant issues, and

we need to address them But | don't think any
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of us here who share that view -- and | think
many of my coll eagues on both sides share that
view -- we will lose that fight. And so |
believe we will have budget bills with nmessages
of necessity. And it's a shame. And since |'ve
tried the constitutional route in court, maybe
the constitutional amendnent route is the only
way to ever get this done.

So, Madam President, nostly | stood
up to thank ny col | eague Senator Gounardes
profusely for always making sure to rem nd us at
| east one day of the year how truly inportant
t hese sonetines thought of as esoteric docunents
such all the Bill of Rights in the New York State
Constitution are to all of us.

And to rem nd everybody really it
woul d be very nice if the federal governnent
noticed this issue as well at the federal |evel

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Senat or Gounardes -- oh, Senator
Gounardes? Senator G anaris. | got the Gs

m xed.
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To cl ose, Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Happens all the
ti me, Madam President.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Parti sanshi p.
Parti sanship | eads to sone nonents that are very
rich in hypocrisy.

And so | could not listen to this
di scussi on and not get up and point out that so
many of my col | eagues who were speaking on the
ot her side of the aisle served in the Majority
here -- sonme briefly, sonme for |onger periods of
time. And it's interesting, but | never heard
one peep fromthem about nessages of necessity
when they were approving themtinme and tinme and
ti me again.

Senat or Martins spoke out. He
served in the Majority a long tine. | was here,
sitting on that side at the tinme. | watched it
happen. Never heard from hi m about nessages of
necessity.

Senat or Tedi sco only had a year or
two in the Majority, if I'"mnot m staken. But in
fact in those years, Senator Tedi sco, many, many

nmessages of necessity were approved by the
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then-Majority that you were part of.

Senat or WAl czyk was only here in the
Mnority, but he did work here for a Majority
menber for five years, and | don't renmenber him
i mposi ng upon or giving advice to his Senator at
the tine to not approve these nessages of
necessity. |It's an affront to our denocracy, he
shoul d have sai d.

But | o and behol d, now our friends
across the aisle are in the mnority, deep in the
Mnority, and don't have as much to say about
ends up in the budget, and so their world view
has shifted. Now they rail against things that
t hey have nothing to say about.

But the fact is the Governor decides
when a nmessage is appropriate. The Majority in
this body decides whether to accept it. This is
t he essence of a denocratic process.

|f you are not -- don't have the
nunbers to affect the outcone, that's on you, ny
friends. The people of this state have chosen to
put you in the Mnority. The people of this
state have chosen to give us the power to decide
whet her a nmessage of necessity is appropriate or

not. And we have avail ed oursel ves of that
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power. We will continue to do so.

| appreciate Senator Gounardes and
his history | esson year after year. | can't wait
till next year's cones about. And we're also
goi ng to educate people about the history of this
chanber when we get a chance to do so.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator G anaris.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on April 29th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this tine let's take up the reading of the
cal endar, pl ease.

SENATOR TEDISCO  (Mc off) --
explain nmy vote?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Not on a
resol ution, Senator -- no, not on the resolution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO (I naudi bl e.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
let's take up the cal endar.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Poi nt of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Tedi sco, on the resolution you do not explain
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your vote, you vote yes or no.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. (I'naudi ble.) |
have a point of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: What is
your point of order?

SENATOR TEDI SCO My point of order
is this. | have never voted for an extender in
the history of ny elected officials. | vote no
on every extender. | voted no when | was in the
Mnority. | voted no every two years in the
Majority. You don't record those, but every tine
you say "Do you support it," | vote no on the
nmessage of necessity that is not truly an
ener gency.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Your poi nt
of order has been nade.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Poi nt of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Tedi sco, your point of order has been made.

Thank you.

SENATOR TEDI SCO | got another one
for you.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: No, you
can't just -- you can't just make up points of
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or der.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: You had a
poi nt of order, | allowed you to speak. Please
sit down, and we will nove -- the resolution has

been adopt ed.

SENATCR TEDI SCO -- haven't heard
nmy second point of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Presi dent, we
don't know whether it's made up until we hear it.
So let it be heard.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO My second poi nt
of order is that | appreciate the Senator giving
his opinion. And this is a part of the
Constitution. He has the right to be wong, and
that's what's called the First Arendnent. So |
do appreciate that.

But I want to go on record saying he
was wrong about me voting for nessages of
necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you

for your point of order.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you for
t hose two points of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the Resol ution Cal endar.

W now nove to the cal endar

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
420, Senate Print 4960, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
564, Senate Print 4780, by Senator Skoufis, an

act to anend the General Municipal Law.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2418

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 564, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Martins, Mttera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
644, Senate Print 6848, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise to explain ny vote,

al though it is not on the Constitution, but nost
certainly on another inportant subject matter,
and that is our farm ng and agri cul tural
comunity.

| want to thank our Majority Leader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and our Agriculture
chair, Senator Hi nchey, for their |eadership in
bringing this inmportant package of legislation to
the floor today that is lifting up support for
farm ng and agricul ture.

Qur farmers play a critical role in
our regional economes in ensuring that our
comunities have access to locally grown food
that is also healthy. The purpose of this bil
is to inprove access to healthy food and pronote
healthier lifestyles by providing sone assistance

to help establish or expand existing regional
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farmers markets in those areas of the state that
have poor consuner access to high quality and
reasonably priced fresh food and farm products.

The regional farmers narkets to be
created would facilitate the nmarketi ng and sal e
of these foods on a |l arge scale and at the
whol esal e and bul k | evel .

In addition, these regional farners
markets will increase the access to fresh foods
to | ocal supermarkets and restaurants that sel
or prepare these foods, especially in food
deserts.

By providing our farners and
producers with new | ocal markets, this
| egi slation also hel ps to make sure that nore of
the food that we produce right here in our great
State of New York is eaten by New York famlies
and beyond.

| proudly vote aye on this
| egi sl ati on and encourage ny col |l eagues to do the
sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
720, Senate Print 3665, by Senator H nchey, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
747, Senate Print 592, by Senator Hi nchey, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
749, Senate Print 1529, by Senator Parker, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
756, Senate Print 3204, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| appreciate ny coll eagues' support
for this bill.

| just want to highlight, since
we're in budget time, we are losing up to
$1.7 billion a year in sales tax revenue that is
collected fromthe citizens of New York but never
given to us, the State of New York, because we
continue to allow these systens that we used to
call zappers, but have gotten so much nore

sophi sticated to be used by certain conpanies
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prepared to violate the law by collecting the
sal es tax and then using technol ogy to hide the
fact that there was the sale with the sales tax
col | ect ed.

So not only are we |osing an
enor nmous anount of revenue that we desperately
need, we are sending the nessage continually that
you can be a bad player, not follow our Tax Law,
commt tax fraud to your advantage, to the
di sadvant age of all the businesses who are
following the aw and contributing the sales tax
once they collect it.

So we've passed this bill before,
t hank you, pretty much with unani nrous support. |
really hope this year is the year we can get it
done and signed by the Governor, because |
guarantee you we need all this revenue.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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760, Senate Print 4755, by Senator Bail ey, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Excuse ne.

Actually, in relation to
Cal endar 760, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
783, Senate Print 4804, by Senator C. Ryan, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 13. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Chris Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR CHRI S RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today | rise in support of
Senate Bill 4804, which addresses a critical
i ssue faced by many of our first responders,
including but not limted to our police officers,
our firefighters, and our anbul ance conpani es
across this great state.

In particular, many of our
communities rely on vol unteer energency
responders. These individuals are not al ways
stationed at the firehouse or the EMS station
24/ 7. Instead, they respond to emergencies from
their hones, their jobs, or wherever they may be
when energency strikes.

Time often is of the essence in
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t hese nonents, and every second counts. Yet too
often the location of our stations present risks
or obstacles for many of our volunteers. Many of
those facilities lack traffic control systens
like stoplights or warning |ights that would give
saf e passage to energency vehicles leaving their
stations. |In other cases, parking lots for

vol unteers are | ocated across the street fromthe
station itself. That means responders nust cross
roadways, often busy ones, in a rush, and put

t hensel ves at ri sk

So let ne be clear, we have
situations in this state where first responders
are literally dodging traffic to answer their 911
calls. Oten notorists do not yield the right of
way. We've had injuries, we've had del ays, and
every delay puts further lives at risk. Not just
those that are rushing to help, but those that
are in need of services.

So this bill is pretty
straightforward. It gives our |ocal governnents
and fire districts the authority to instal
si gnage, markings, and traffic control devices
near emergency station, alerting drivers to the

presence of the first responders and energency
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vehi cl es.

It also, nore inportantly, poses
hi gher fines or violations and requires a
one-year mandatory |icense suspension after three
failure-to-yield convictions.

So in sinple, it's a very | ow cost
solution that could save nany lives. So let's
not wait for another injury or worse to take
action. Let's give the first responders the
necessary safety protections that they have.

| vote in the affirmative, and |
hope we can sign this bill into | aw.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Ryan to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
785, Senate Print 7120, by Senator S. Ryan, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
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act shall take effect one Year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Just to set expectations for ny
col | eagues for the next couple of days. At the
conclusion of this session, the Majority will be
convening a conference back in the Majority
Conf erence Room

Tonorrow we expect to be a very
| engt hy day where we will take up the bul k of the
budget bills, if not all of them in addition to
it being Fort Drum Day. So we're going to get an
early start tonorrow.

And with that, is there any further
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busi ness at the desk today?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, May 7th, at
10: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
May 7th, at 10:00 a.m

(Whereupon, at 1:19 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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