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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal
THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
May 2, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, My 1,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hi nchey
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Health,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6952 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6665, Senate Print 729.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Hoyl man- Si gal, page 35,
Cal endar Nunber 761, Senate Print 4859;

Senat or Harckham page 49, Cal endar
Nunber 880, Senate Print 7540;

And by Senator Martinez, page 30,
Cal endar Nunber 712, Senate Print 7672.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll

retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | also wish to
call up the following bills, which were recalled
fromthe Assenbly and are now at the desk:
Senate Print Nunbers 4153 and 3236.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
320, Senate Print 4153, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

Cal endar Nunber 454, Senate Print
3236, by Senator Cooney, an act to anend the
Educati on Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bills
are restored to their place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | offer the
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fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Moving on to
resolutions, let's take up previously adopted
Resol uti on 260, by Senator Scarcell a-Spanton,
read that resolution's title, and recogni ze
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 260, by
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on, conmendi ng Jose
Cristal es upon the occasion of his designation as
a recipient of the Liberty Medal, the highest
honor best owed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton on the resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

Yest erday, May 4th, marked
International Firefighters Day, a day to honor,
recogni ze and celebrate firefighters for their
service internationally, as well as to renenber

firefighters who lost their |ives during service.
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Today we are joined by four
New Yor kers who have served our city, state and
nation: U S. Mrine GQunnery Sergeant Nel son Paz,
U.S. Marshal David Vizhnay, Firefighter Andy
Huang, and Firefighter Jose Cristales, who | had
the privilege of awarding the New York State
Senate Liberty Medal last fall.

The New York State Liberty Medal is
t he hi ghest honor that can be bestowed by a
Senat or and includes a resolution voted on by the
entire New York State Senate.

Criteria for receiving this nmeda
i ncl ude taking heroic, extraordinary action in
service of others. That includes |aw enforcenent
and first responders acting outside of their job
duti es and goi ng above and beyond the call of
duty. And |l ast year, Jose did just that.

Jose, of Brighton Beach, is a nenber
of the FDNY. On July 11th, while off duty, he
heard a car accident outside of his hone and ran
out to help. A 19-year-old girl was pinned under
an SUW and, due to his quick thinking, courage
and training, Jose saved her life.

The | evel of foresight and heroi sm

is not sonething you see every day and
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underscores why our firefighters are called

New York's bravest. Jose's actions not only

i npacted one life, but highlighted what it means
to be a New Yorker and a firefighter.

Jose had exenplified FDNY's val ues,
training, teammork and heroism And to all of
our firefighters, | do cone froma famly of
firefighters. M uncle, I think we discussed, he
passed away from 9/11 related cancer. So it's
near and dear to nmy heart, and it's especially
i nportant to have you here today.

| cannot think of anyone nore
deserving of this honor than Jose, Nelson, David,
and Andy. We wel cone you to the State Capitol
Wher ever your service lies, thank you for
answering the call to duty and goi ng above and
beyond to keep us safe.

|"mvery proud to bring this
resolution to the floor.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: To our
i ncredi bly brave and heroic guests, | wel cone you
on behalf of the Senate. | extend to you all the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on January 28t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
previ ously adopted Resol uti on 849, by
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick. Read its title
and recogni ze Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 849, by
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJuly 2025 as
Juvenile Arthritis Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick on the resol ution.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:
Thank you, M. President.

| proudly rise today in support of
the resol ution declaring July 2025 as
Juvenile Arthritis Awareness Month here in the
State of New York.

Everyone knows soneone who has

arthritis, yet we always think of it as those who
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are elderly that have this affliction. However,
many people don't realize that arthritis does not
discrimnate by age. It does inpact children.

And today I want to share the story
of one young brave girl frommy conmunity who
lives with that reality every day.

|"d like to introduce Ml |y Tal bot
to Albany. Milly is a 15-year-old student at
Frank Cary high school in Franklin Square. Mlly
suffered a broken ankl e playing softball, and
when she returned to the field, even with braces
and tape, her pain continued. After |inping
across the stage for her elenmentary school
graduation, her parents knew t hat sonet hing
needed to be done.

Her knees were swollen and after an
MRl , she was diagnosed with juvenile idiopathic
arthritis, a chronic autoinmune di sease t hat
affects nearly 300,000 children across the
United States.

Mol Iy didn't choose this journey,
but she faces it with courage and strength beyond
her years.

Juvenile arthritis is often

m sunder st ood and underdi agnosed. There is
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currently no cure, only treatnments to manage
synptonms and sl ow progression.

And for Molly and so nany others,
that means a lifelong road filled with doctors
visits, medication and uncertainty.

It's an invisible disease. So many
people say to her: You don't |ook sick. But of
course she feels the pain and suffers with this
di sease every day.

Rat her than resigning herself to
suffering in silence, M|y has turned this
di sorder into passion and advocacy, raising
awar eness of juvenile arthritis, as well as
rai sing funds for the Arthritis Foundation
t hrough a car wash that she held at her dad's
vol unteer fire departnent.

| al so want to recogni ze her dear
parents, John and Deborah Tal bot, who have becone
tirel ess advocates not just for their daughter
but for every famly facing this di sease and
silent battle.

Li ke so many ot her parents, they
never expected their child' s vocabulary at such a
young age to include arthritis. But they've

turned their challenge into purpose.
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So today let's make Molly and ot hers
i ke her know we see you, we support you, and we
will stand with you.

|"mproud to bring this resolution
to the floor. | urge ny colleagues to join nme in
supporting this resolution. And | ask you,
M. President, to welcome our guests to the
Senate and extend to themall the courtesies and
privileges of this house.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

To our guests, Ms. Tal bot, we salute
you and appl aud you for your perseverance in the
face of adversity.

| wel come you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you all of the privileges
and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on April 29th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

| et's open today's resol utions for cosponsorship,
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pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

110, Senate Print 557, by Senator Krueger, an act

to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
111, Senate Print 616, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
181, Senate Print 1664, by Senator Harckham an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
452, Senate Print 3071A, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Education Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
724, Senate Print 1056, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
729, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6952, by
Assenbl ynmenber Barrett, an act to anend the
Al cohol i c Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 729, voting in the negative:
Senator Martinez.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
732, Senate Print 2257, by Senator Conrie, an act

to anmend the Social Services Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 732, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Gallivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
753, Senate Print 2279, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of a sales

tax quarterly period.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to explain nmy vote on this
bill. In this chanber we often tal k about the
chal | enges that our students in K-12 face with
regards to having access to food, and we fund --
and I'mvery proud of that -- expanding access to
food in our K-12 schools.

However, this continues to be a
chal | enge beyond K-12 and is certainly
exenplified in our coll ege canmpuses across the
st at e.

And so what this legislation is
rooted in is this sinple but powerful truth that
no col |l ege student in New York should ever have
to choose between going to class or going hungry.

This bill makes a small but
nmeani ngf ul change. It excludes food sold to
students usi ng approved donation prograns, such

as donat ed neal points or designated food funds,
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frombeing subjected to sales tax. It nay seem
technical, but the goal is clear: To renove a
financial barrier that should never have existed
inthe first place.

M. President, across our SUNY and
CUNY canpuses too nmany students -- bright
har dwor ki ng young people -- are experiencing food
insecurity. Many are skipping neals, relying on
food pantries, or choosing between basic
necessities in order to remain enrolled and
succeed.

Organi zations |i ke Sw pe Qut Hunger
and canpus-led neal share prograns have stepped
up to fill this gap. They collect and
redi stribute unused neal sw pes or neal dollars
to students that are in need. These solutions
are student-|ed, canpus-driven, and nobst
certainly rooted in comnpassion.

However, this legislation won't
sol ve student hunger overnight, but it is part of
a broader commtnent, a commtnent to treat food
security on coll ege canpuses as a serious policy
issue. This is also a conmtnent to nake sure
t hat hi gher education is nore equitable, not just

in tuition but in the basic dignity of being able
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to |l earn without being hungry.

| vote aye and encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
780, Senate Print 608, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
886, Senate Print 1911A, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
452, Senate Print 3071A, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President. | would hope that Senator Sanders
m ght be willing to answer a coupl e of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Senat or Sander s,
good afternoon.

SENATOR SANDERS: Good aft ernoon,

SENATCOR RHOADS: | want to thank
you for sponsoring this bill.

Just -- could you briefly explain
t he purpose of the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Yes.
Through you, M. President, yes.

First I want to take you back to a
young man in ny district, Caneron Brown, who was
7 years old, who had a horrible bus accident.
CGetting off his school bus, he was pinned and
killed in a horrible school bus accident.

So | think that we need to keep real
things in mnd, real people. And his famly and
famlies like his should al ways be renenbered as
we are renmenbering them now.

We al so shoul d have a way of | ooking
at not just that accident, but any type of

acci dents. How do we ensure that we don't have
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this tragedy ever again? One of the best ways is
to bring everyone together, bring the best
experts that we have, put themin a room give

t hem enough tinme, and find ways to make sure that
young Canmeron Brown, 7 years old, will never --
that will never be repeated, hopefully.

And that is the genesis of this
bill, and that's exactly what we're trying to do.
And with your help, we're going to do it. You're
going to help us make it better, | believe.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

WI1l the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Sanders. It's certainly a |audable goal.

My understanding is that the bil
requires the creation of a task force which wll
be charged to review existing state | aws,
regul ati ons and prograns that address school bus

safety, and then make recomendati ons for
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i nprovenents to those laws. |Is that correct?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President, absolutely. W should bring the
best people together that we can find, the best
m nds on this, and conme to a resolution.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

Wuld that also -- would the task
force al so address any existing state | aws,
regul ati ons or progranms that inmpact school bus
safety? In other words, using the term nol ogy

"address," does that solely nmean pieces of

| egislation already in existence that attenpt to

address the issue of school bus safety? O wll

t hey have the chance to broaden that scope to any

i ssue that would inpact school bus safety?
SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. W should not restrict such a
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panel to anything of this nature. They should
be -- they should use their best discretion.

If we're bringing the best experts
that we have in the state together, we should not
say: You can only look at this and not | ook at
t hat .

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,

M. President. Thank you, Senator Sanders.

As has been di scussed several tines
on the floor, there are some issues with regard
to the state's existing electric school bus
mandat e and potential safety issues that may
exist with respect to electric buses.

Wuld this task force be able -- be
enpowered to take a | ook and make recommendati ons
with respect to the electric bus nandate as wel | ?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
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M. President. This task force, which of course
wi Il include one Republican, should come up with
their own ideas on what they should | ook at.

W should not tell them these
experts, what we want themto |look at to make the
matters of our children's safety. They should be
enpowered to have the freedomto make the best
decisions in the interests of the children.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you very
much for that answer, Senator Sanders. Thank you
for yielding to my questions.

|'"d like to go on the bill, if I
coul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.

| raised the issue of the state
school bus mandate because it is rapidly
approaching. In fact, by June 1st of 2027,
school districts and bus conpani es throughout the
state will only be able to purchase electric
school buses. And obviously that's designed to
try and i nprove the overall environnment, reduce

our carbon footprint, which of course is a
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| audabl e goal. However, it presents numerous
saf ety chal | enges whi ch have been wel
docunent ed.

I n Government Technol ogy, their
edition of March 1st of 2024, the director of the
New York Association for Pupil Transportation
stated that 20 out of 100 -- 20 percent -- of
el ectric school buses are out of service on any
gi ven day.

That presents a safety concern
obvi ously, because if an electric bus breaks down
whil e they have students on that bus, we now have
concerns not only about how to get pupils to and
fromwhere they have to go, but howto do so
safely.

And so | was very happy,

Senat or Sanders, that you indicated that the
task force would have the flexibility to be able
to take a | ook at that.

I n addi tion, we have School
Transportation News, in which it's stated that
[ithiumion batteries, which is a general term
for batteries classified by their cathode
chem stry, have been |inked to nunmerous fires

because of their tendency to spontaneously
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conmbust if damaged or stored inproperly; burn
hotter than other fires; defy attenpts to
extinguish themw th water due to stranded energy
in danmaged batteries; and reignite after a fire
has been extingui shed because stranded energy

nor phs i nto runaway energy.

They normally consi st of |arge packs
of cells. Failure of one of those cells wll
very rapidly spread to the surrounding cells
until all of the batteries in the pack are in
t hermal runaway.

The batteries also emt expl osive
hydrogen gases prior to and during thermal
runaway, which accelerates the fire very rapidly.

My concern, as |'ve expressed on the
fl oor before, is that if you have an electric
school bus, you are literally putting students
ei t her underneath, because they may be stored in
the ceiling, or above those giant electric
battery cells that can spontaneously conbust and
spread rapidly.

So | hope one of the things that the
task force will | ook at are the dangers of those
el ectric buses and how we can safely evacuate

students in the limted anpbunt of tine that we
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woul d have. And | hope they woul d consi der
recommendat i ons which would certainly delay, if
not elimnate entirely, the electric bus mandate
for safety concerns, separate and apart from our
concerns about the cost of $20 billion estinmated
that will be borne by our school districts and by
bus conpani es throughout the state.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Rhoads.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

| want to thank the sponsor for
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bringing this bill to the floor.

| also just want to address sone
comments that were made. That, you know, the
constant fearnongering that goes on in this
chanber about clean energy and zero-em ssions
transportation -- the sinple fact is that not
only on a nunerical basis but on a per-capita
basis, there are far nore carbon-based fires,
petrol eum gasoline and diesel fires, whether
it's been personal vehicles or school buses, than
el ectric vehicles.

And if we want to tal k about the
danger to students on buses, the danger to
students on gasoline and di esel buses is they
breathe 19 tinmes nore harnful pollutants than
fol ks not on the buses. That is a danger.

So having said that, off topic, |
vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Harckham to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.
| thank ny col |l eague for raising

worthy issues that need to be di scussed, and of
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course Senator Harckhamw th his varied insights.

| again want to draw attention to
young Caneron Brown, who perished in 2019. And
we want to say to his famly and to all other
famlies that we as a body hear you and feel the
grief that you still have. And we're trying our
best to make it a better world, to make it a
safer, better world. And that's a collective
sentinent by this entire group.

In ternms of the bill itself, | think
t hat by enpowering our best m nds, the best m nds
that we can find on an issue, and not handcuffing
t hem but believing in science and believing that
good peopl e can conme together and think of the
best interests and the wi sest interests. And |
think that we can get to a hi gher place.

So, M. President, | thank all of
t he speakers before nme, and | vote yes on this
i ssue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sanders to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President.

Again, | want to thank
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Senat or Sanders for bringing forward this
legislation. O course | will be voting aye.

Just to briefly respond to ny
col | eague Senator Harckhamis comments. He's
gquite correct. The reason that he's correct is
because there are nine tines nore diesel and
gas- powered vehicles in existence than there are
el ectric vehicles. O course there are going to
be nore diesel and gas fires as a result when you
have a 90 percent advant age.

The sinple reality is that by
percentage, the electric vehicles and the danage
that can be caused by an electric vehicle fire is
so nmuch nore intense, it can spread so nmuch nore
rapidly, and therefore is so nuch nore dangerous,
particularly when we're putting our students on
t hose buses. It has to be considered by this
task force.

And again, M. President, | proudly
vote aye for this |egislation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Goi ng back to
notions for nonment, on behalf of Senator Sal azar,
on page 13 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar 383, Senate Print 2666, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let me rem nd ny
Majority col |l eagues that upon session adjourning,
we wll return for a continuation of a | engthy
conference in Room 332.

Wth that, is there any further
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
conference in Room 332, a |engthy one.

And there is no further business at
t he desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

adj ourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, May 6th, at
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11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Tuesday, May 6th, at 11:00 a.m

adj our ned.)

Go New York, Go New York, Go!

(Wher eupon, at 3:56 p.m, the Senate
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