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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 17, 2025
11: 26 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
April 15, 2025, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

(Pause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Ckay, skip
t hat .

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or May, on page 30 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 669, Senate Print 6318,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will now
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in

Room 332.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1927

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:27 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:32 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Please take it up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 5560, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the Tax Law

Senate Print 7459, by
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Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for

t he support of governnent.

Both bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept

the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those

in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

And there's a substitution at the
desk. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8000 and substitute it for
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the identical Senate Bill 7459, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 686.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:
Substitution so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
686, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8000, by
Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity and appropriation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is laid aside.

That conpl etes the readi ng of
t oday's suppl enmental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
686, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8000, by
Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. WII the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Krueger, will the sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Happy to,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

Good norning, Senator Krueger. Here
we are doing our sixth budget extender on
April 17th. How long is this extending us for
today? And what's the dollar anmount being
appropriated in total so far of the six, and in
this one in particul ar today?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

And yes, ny col | eague Senat or
O Mara, we're here again, Extender No. 6. This
wi |l provide appropriations to allow the state
government to neet our payroll and nonpersonal
expenses through April 23rd next week. And it
provides funding, 9.6 billion in appropriation
authority. In total, an increase of 3.4 billion
over the prior extender.

And | can list out all the agencies
that the funding is for, but I'mnot sure | was
asked that part of the question yet.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

If the Senator will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Yeah, no, 1've got
the detail on the bill so we don't need to run
through all that, just in total. Thank you.

Do you have any update for us on
where we are on these policy issues that are
hol di ng this budget up? You know, we see | ast
ni ght that Speaker Heastie says there is a deal
on discovery. No confirmation on that fromthe
Governor at this point, or fromyour |eader over
t here.

So where are we on that discovery
i ssue?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So |'"m cautiously
optimstic that we do have an agreenent on
di scovery. | don't necessarily know why the
Governor has not actually officially said that or
not .

But |1'magain cautiously optimstic

that the |anguage that has been agreed upon
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bet ween the Assenbly, the Senate and key DAs in
the state have gotten us to the goal

And what does that nean? That's one
of many issues within a giant budget. But it
does seemto be the issue that was hol ding up
ongoi ng neetings with our staffs.

If I"'min an optimstic nood --
which is hard right, now for international and
national reasons. But if I'min an optimstic
nood, we could come back to do this extender next
week and even work on budget bills at the sane
time and even, in some world, conplete budget
bills before the end of next week.

But the less optimstic side of
me -- because | do read the newspapers in the
m ddl e of the night, a serious m stake. Don't
do it.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUECGER: And | | earned
| ast night in the mddle of the night, we have a
federal governnment who's decided to kill our
of fshore wind projects that are al ready under
construction, and seemto be hostile to any kind
of green energy going forward. Wich is not only

going to do enornous destruction to the
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pocket books of every constituent we have, but to
the state budget and actually to the economc
conpetitiveness of the entire country.

And so every day we have these chats
and | try to think about where we are in New York
and the progress we're trying to make as quickly
as possible. Then | am knocked off ny feet by
the reverse activities going on at the federal
| evel and the sheer sense of doom | have about
what m ght happen as soon as we get our budget
done, because then we have a federal governnent
that wants to pull the rug out fromevery issue
t hat we care about here in New York

But having gone on too long, | am
guasi -optim stic we could be comng to a
concl usi on on our budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: It kind of nakes
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me wonder, with all the concern you have over the
federal cuts that may or may not be com ng, why
we're | ooking at a budget that's approaching

$260 billion and not being nore fiscally
responsible in this budget and kind of plan for
sonme of that, that sone is probably |ikely

com ng.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | think we are being fiscally
responsi bl e.

We have put significant additional
nmoney into reserve funds. W are also | believe
bei ng responsi bl e by continuing to highlight to
our congressional representatives that it is
their responsibility to make sure that the
50 states are provi ded adequate federal revenue
to continue critical prograns.

And frankly, ny coll eague knows as
well as | do that in the absence of these federal
funds, we would not have any ability to refil
t hose holes. So suggesting that we ought to |
guess not spend the noney that we know we need on
exi sting and inportant prograns for New York
State | do not think would be a wi se plan.

And so | do support the Governor's
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cl ear agenda to not make cuts until such tine as
we actually have to, while continuing to advocate
as strongly as possible -- hopefully with all of
us in this room-- with the federal governnent
and our congressional representatives not to do
t hose things to us.

And yet each norning I wake up and |
read the newspapers and they seemto be doing
t hose things -- but not with congressional
approval yet, they're just ad |ibbing and
actually, in violation of |aws, declaring that
they're not going to do things anynore that we
desperately need.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Do we have an
overall dollar anount for the paraneters of where

we're going to work on it in this budget once we
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finally get through these policy issues?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't think we have a
bottom|ine financial plan for the budget

conpl eti ng negoti ati ons between the two houses
and the Governor yet.

W know where the Governor was in
her original Executive Budget. W know where the
two houses were in their one-house budgets. |'m
going to take a leap it's sonmewhere between those
nunmbers, but | don't have a nunber.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, M. President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So there's no
table targets yet for the joint conference --
budget conference conmittees to neet, is that
correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, correct, there is no table

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1938

targets.

And again, for the record, there
have been years where we did not have table
targets or conference commttees. | don't know
whether this will be another one of those years.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is the
pur pose of the joint budget conference
commttees? Is it just a charade for the
citizens of New York? Because that's what it
seens |ike.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | have often been frustrated --
t hrough four different Governors, being in the
Mnority, being in the Majority -- that it's
often not been clear to nme what the purpose of
t he conference conmttees are.

So | don't exactly know how to
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answer ny col |l eague' s question, because | often
think it's nore of an academ c di scussion of a
way to deal with the budget, as opposed to

sonmet hing that has netted out significant inpacts
on final budget deci sions.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | think it's
probably set up for -- to give sone appearance,
anyways, that rank-and-file menbers of the
Legi slature are actually engaged in the budget
di scussi ons.

But we all know that's not how it
wor ks around here and there's really three people
in aroomthat are making these decisions and
then we'll be confronted with budget bills in the
m ddl e of the night. So, you know, that's very
concerning to ne that we go through, as | called

it, that charade year in and year out.
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So why don't we just not set themup
at all?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President. | think ny colleague could
absol utely make that suggesti on.

| don't think it's anywhere in rules
or statute or constitution that that process
takes place. So that if my colleague would |ike
to propose an official end of that process,
there's nothing that stops himfrom doing that.

| also have my own frustrations with
our budget process. He highlighted in his
earlier statement the fact that we get bills
often late at night and we're asked to vote on
themthe next day. | know !l carried a bill for
many years saying that budget bills should
actually have to age for |onger than the three
days that we usually require so that people can
take a | ook and see what's in them | think at
one time | had a bill saying 10 days for budget
bills.

And | do not |ike the concept that
we somnetinmes even pass budget bills with nessages
of necessity, which | al so have never been

confortable with. So if ny colleague would I|ike
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to suggest either or both of those proposals |
woul d be happy to work with himon that.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | woul d be happy
to work with you on that. Because in nmy nany
years here in the Legislature, both the Assenbly
and the Senate, | don't think | recall voting on
a budget bill wthout a nmessage of necessity. So
the three days itself would be far better than
what we're doing year in and year out.

Wul d you agree with that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | think that
nmessages of necessity are supposed to be for
energency situations. And |I'mnot sure you can
claimthat a budget is an energency situation,
because obviously it's schedul ed and worked on

for nont hs and nont hs and nont hs.
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And obviously in this year we know
for a fact that there wasn't an energency to get
it done on tinme, because otherw se he and |
woul dn't be standing here with you all having
this discussion on April 17th.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

WI1l the Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So yet we continue
this process. And you're right, there is no
i mredi at e urgency for getting the budget done on
a specific date. oviously we bl ow past
April 1st nost every year. And we do these
extenders. This is the sixth one. So clearly we
can extend the budget.

So why woul dn't we extend the budget
when it gets to that point when we actually have
a budget that's agreed upon? Wiy wouldn't we do
anot her extender for at |east three days to get
those bills in front of everybody, all of us and

t he public?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | would encourage ny colleague to
make that a formal recommendati on

And again, as | said, it would be
consistent with ny history as an i ndividual
| egi sl ator and mny phil osophy about how we shoul d
handl e budgets. | don't know that | coul d get
agreenent across the aisle in two houses for that
to happen. But | think that that's a perfectly
| egiti mate approach to the situation

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

You know, com ng up here the way
we're doing it, Senator, is really a waste of
time and expense. You know, it's great we al
get together, get to stay in a hotel, we get to
go out to restaurants in Al bany and coll ect our
per diens. \Very nice.

But frankly there's been -- for the
rank-and-file nmenbers there's been little to
not hi ng, other than two votes this week, one on
Tuesday and one today, to extend the budget.

To get us all back here for three
days, a rough cal cul ation is sonmewheres between

150, 000 and $200, 000, dependi ng on who cones, who
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doesn't. So | just kind of average that out to
get toit. In light of an approaching

$260 billion budget, you know, that's a pittance.
But | can tell you where | cone from that's nore
t han doubl e t he househol d nedi an i ncone of ny
district each week we've been wasti ng.

So wouldn't it be better to get a
deal, at least the top |l evel of the three people
in the room before calling us all back here at
that significant expense?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would vote with Tom O Mara on
t hat proposal.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR O MARA: No further
guesti ons.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. WII| the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: So you think
maybe, possibly, sort of, there m ght be a final
agreenent on discovery. What details of that can
you share with us? Were did we end up on that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W are going to
conference after session today, and we are going
to ask our good counsel that exact question. So
| don't have an ability to answer that right now.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So I'll ask that
guestion at the next extender vote, Senator, so
j ust be prepar ed.

Last -- or earlier this week,
Tuesday, we di scussed the urgency to our school
districts to have an anmount of school aid and you
suggested that there m ght be forthcom ng, even
short of a full budget agreenent, at |east a

baseline for our school districts to be able to
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count on in forrmulating their budgets, which have
to be I think finalized sone point next week so

they're able to go to a vote in the mddle of

May .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes. In followup to |ast week,
and with information provided today, | believe

that on Tuesday, April 22nd, we will be asked to
vote on an additional appropriation authority

to -- which would be necessary to assure funding
for the school aid paynments that may or may not

i nclude, | do not know yet, nore additional
information to help the school boards with their
budget proposal s.

That wi Il happen Tuesday, with the
full budget extender that we've been discussing
up until now bei ng on Wednesday.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: My under st andi ng
of this extender we're voting on today -- and one
of the nore inportant things of these extenders
is to make sure state workers still get paid.
And ny understanding on this is we're doing two
payrol |l extensions in this, one for beginning of
next week and one that would be due in the mddle
of next week, to get us -- so the payrol
extenders will be all the way through next week
into the following week. Is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. |'m being
told that is correct.

SENATOR O MARA: So through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So that being the
case, as |'ve stated before, why bring us all up
here at great expense with sonething that really
doesn't have to be done? | think there's one

thing relative to school aid that m ght have to
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be done in the mddle of next week. There's no
reason whatever that that couldn't have been
extended into this.

Not that | don't want to be here and
do ny job, because | do. But I'd like to
actual ly have sonething to do. And we don't.

So, you know, it just seens to ne to
be a waste of tine and noney to call us back here
unl ess there's a conpl ete budget deal done for us
to actually -- or at least table targets so that
we can actually start those types of discussions.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Only the Governor can initiate
budget extenders and establish the anpbunt in them
and the tinmetable for them

So again, | don't find nyself in
di sagreement with nmy colleague. |1'mjust here to
report the Senate can't control the situation,
nor can the Assenbly. [It's exclusively within
the authority of the Governor to determ ne budget

extenders, their length of tinme, and what's in

t hem

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, you said
maybe hopeful ly by Thursday next week we m ght
have a full deal in place and a budget to vote
on.

For us to vote on any budget bills
on Thursday w t hout a nmessage of necessity, when
woul d those bills have to be in print?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So ny col | eague
is correct. In theory, wthout a nessage of
necessary, the bills would need to be in print
t hree days in advance.

So | guess | need to edit ny
previ ous answer. |If we are going to change the
system and not use nessages of necessity on
budget bills, realistically we probably could not
vote on budget bills by the end of next week.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | nmean, in theory
this body could not accept the Governor's nessage
of necessity and say we're not going to accept it
until you put these types of things init, or
government's going to be shut down.

Shutting down governnent is not a
real palatable thing | think for nost of us here
in this room But, you know, this is a hardbal
game, so why not push back on those types of
t hi ngs?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, it's a very serious thing to
decide to cl ose down governnent. It would nean

t hat no one who works for the State of New York
woul d be getting paid. Right now w're the only
ones not getting paid. It would mean our
agenci es closing their doors, people reaching out
to themfor help on a daily basis -- which of
course they do -- getting no one to answer the
phones or the emuils.

| think that you need to have a
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fairly, fairly serious and al nost crisis-Ilike
process to decide not to do extenders and
continue the work of governnent. So | certainly
am not going to stand here and suggest that being
|ate and having to deal with extenders is a
justification for not doing extenders and cl osing
down gover nnent .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: But that certainly
could be used as a negotiating tactic. Because
if we refuse to accept the nessage of this
extender half an hour ago, | think the Governor
coul d probably have anot her extender w th another
nmessage of necessity prepared in a few hours.

Say, just inserting that school aid portion that
we have to cone back here for next week that we
woul dn't have to conme back here for if that was

in here today.
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Now, | understand the Governor --
that she's got the power in all this, the ability

to jerk us around, but | don't see any pushback

on this.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President. | want to thank my colleague for
the question. | think I did just answer it, but
"1l try again.

It would be very, very dramatic and
very problematic if we as a | egislative body
chose to not continue the operation of governnent
and the paynent to the workers of the State of
New York because we are frustrated with the
length of time it is taking to negotiate a ful
budget .

| do not see nyself -- |'m not
speaki ng for anyone el se, but | do not see nyself
calling for a shutdown of New York State
government and a stoppi ng of paynents to all the
wor kers of the State of New York because | too am
aggravated that we can't just negotiate the
budget in a nore tinmely fashion.

| mght not Iike com ng up here for
extenders either, on weeks where we were

technical ly supposedly on spring break. | have
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great enpathy for my col |l eagues who have children
of f fromschool this week and instead of doing
what ever they thought they were doing for spring
break they're hanging out with us in the Senate,
as entertaining as we all can be.

(Waving.) Hello, child of
col | eague.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So yes, | would
|l ove if the budget was done. And | would al so
| ove that when the budget is done it has all the
things init that | want.

Quess what? It won't have all the
things | want. And | will have to live with that
reality. And clearly it's not done on tine,
which is frustrating to all of us in this room

But the thought of attenpting sone
ki nd of nuclear option and saying we're not going
to be here and vote for extenders, | personally
don't believe any of us could actually go hone
and explain that to our constituents at this
nmonment in history.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | am not
suggesting that we go home and not cone back for
an extender. |'m suggesting we put pressure on
the Governor to nake this a real extender unti
t he budget gets done, by forcing her hand. Let's
cone back with a revised extender to include
t hat .

You know, we're -- in this body we
seemto be -- | don't see the pushback to the
Executive on issues that are even, you know, very
inmportant to the Majority Conference here. And
we spoke a little bit at the |last extender or the
one before about the CDPAP program and where that
stands, and |'ve got a question on that for you.

But you indicated that -- when we
spoke about it last time, that the providers were
still getting paid, even those that weren't in
the new programyet. Yet our information that
we're hearing fromour constituents, and |I'm sure

you're hearing fromthemas well, those paynents
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are not forthcom ng, they' re being delayed. And,
you know, people are pani cki ng about whet her
their provider is going to walk off the job and
not be showi ng up because they're not getting
paid. There's certainly not a high pay for this
anyways.

So, you know, do you have any update
on the tineliness of the paynents for these
assi stants?

SENATOR KRUEGER: " mgoing to ask
for a new staff to cone in on CDPAP, so |I'm
asking for a few seconds to shift gears.

Through you, M. President, to just
repeat, | believe ny coll eague was asking for an
updat e on what we know about what's happeni ng
wi th CDPAP and the paynents to workers, is that
correct?

SENATOR O MARA: Particularly the
paynents to workers that are not fully enrolled
in the new program yet.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Okay. Hello.

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: As of yesterday,
80 percent of -- excuse nme, 87 percent of people

signed up for PPL have transferred to the new
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system

Did | get that right? And what was
t he second nunber? (Conferring.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Qut of the
245,000 personal assistants, 160,000 have been
noved over to the new system

(Conferring.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: And nearly
110, 000 of the personal assistants were paid as
of the first payroll in the new system

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Were those
paynents to those personal assistants that are
not enrolled in the program were they made on
time, as they customarily have been? And what if
any del ays are they experiencing and should they
experience until they do get fully enrolled?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So even though
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normal Iy payroll is once a week, PPL has shifted
to an every-day paynent. So people who may have
not gotten paid appropriately on the one-week
timeline are now getting paid and adjusted up on
a daily basis, is what |'m being told.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: It was ny
under st andi ng that those personal assistants that
aren't enrolled yet are going to be being paid
through their fiscal internediary that they had
before this changed to PPL. So how is PPL paying
t hose personal assistants? Are they still being
pai d through their prior fiscal intermediary?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So people who are
still within their old FIs and have not shifted
over to PPL yet are going to continue to be paid
through their existing Fls as long as the FlI

meets certain standards.
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And regul ations for that canme out
fromDOH -- yesterday? Today? Very, very late
Tuesday night. This is all being overseen by a
court process, so it's not necessarily sonething
where you get a |lot of advance notice.

| think that ny constituents, ny
col | eagues, are al so disturbed when they hear
that there are sone people who have seem ngly not
been paid on tinme and that there is general
confusion out there. | think we're all hearing
t he sane thing

| guess one thing | didn't
nmention -- because the question wasn't exactly
asked -- a significant nunber of people who were
in CDPAP actually chose to go into traditiona
home care during the transition. So they are now
not in PPL, they are now in traditional hone-care
arrangenents with home care agencies. And a
significant nunber of the FIs who are not going
to continue as Fls are continuing as hone
heal t hcare agencies. And so we believe that
their ability to continue with the paynments is
actual |y probably goi ng okay.

But there is a universe of people,

no doubt about it, where they have not conpl eted
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transition to PPl -- PPL? PPL, |I'mso sorry.

Al'l these code letters. They have not conpl eted
transition to PPL, and their FIls are in sone kind
of gray area because they're not hone heal t hcare
agencies who wil|l be renmaining open over tine.
And there is real concern about how the paper
trail and the paynents are bei ng made.

But | think in final answer to ny
col | eague's | onger question, it's DOH who will be
responsi bl e for nmaking sure that people who are
falling into that category are getting paid.

SENATOR O MARA: Al right, thank
you.

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield. And | realize we're at noon
and probably there's a deadline here that neans
somet hi ng, apparently.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: Even though the
Assenbly has typically taken till 3, 4 o' clock in
the afternoon on these things, we try to get it
done on tine here. And that's great. But |
don't think it's going to kill the process by
taking a few nore m nutes.

So, you know, with all the policy
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i ssues being discussed -- and you say there's
been significant progress and maybe even
resolution to discovery, yet there's a couple of
ot her major ones that are still out there, being
i nvoluntary conmm tnent and the so-call ed mask ban
that would preclude -- it would raise the |eve

of the crinme for sonmebody commtting harassnent
whil e wearing a mask.

You know, issues both of which --
and the discovery issue -- are overwhel mi ngly
supported by the public at large. And | believe
if they -- if we actually had a referendum system
inthis state, that if they were put to
ref erendum t hey woul d overwhel m ngly pass. So
can -- yet they're holding up this budget.

So where do we stand in relation to
those two najor issues that | think are stil
out st andi ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Those are both conpl ex issues.
And | won't stand here and say | can explain the
details of agreenent or nonagreenent.

| don't know that | agree with ny
col l eague that if this was an | &R state that both

of those issues would in fact overwhel mngly be
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supported or not supported.

| know on involuntary conmmtnent --
and | represent a district where a vast ngjority
of the storylines seemto conme out in the
newspapers every day -- my office is overwhel ned
by peopl e saying, W're not asking for the arrest
or involuntary commtnent of people. W know the
police are scooping up people every day. They
end up in Rikers or in a public hospital
energency room W want to know, what are you
going to do to make sure that they get the
services they need as nental health patients and
get placed in residential facilities that are
actually prepared to handle their illness?

So even the question that -- the way
it was asked with involuntary commtnent, that's
not what the people who live right where the
i ssue i s happening are concerned about. They're
concerned about naking sure services are
avai l abl e for these people to actually get the
hel p they need. And they don't want to see them
| ocked up in any involuntary situation. And
frankly, the -- nost of themend up in the Rikers
system not in any kind of nental health care.

So that has, | know, been a serious
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part of the discussion between the Legislature
and the Governor's office.

And al so on the question of
i ncreased crimnal penalties for using a mask
while commtting a crine, dependi ng on who you
talk to, they think we're tal ki ng about bank
robbers or they think we're tal king about
protesters or, lately, they think we're talking
about | CE agents who are wearing masks and
scoopi ng people off our streets. So | also don't
think there's actually one universal majority
opi nion on that.

But hopefully we will cone to sone
ki nd of agreement on both of those issues within
t he budget. But technically -- well, the
i nvol untary conmm tnent because you need the
services for people is a budget issue.

The crimnal case of when and if
sonmeone shoul d face a higher Ievel of crimnal
penalty for another crimnal activity based on
wearing a mask is not actually a budget issue,
it's a Codes Committee issue. So | don't know
whether that's going to be taken up in the
budget, sincerely.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So all that
guess leads ne to believe that we're not cl ose on
t hose two issues, and those are likely to drag
out even longer. Wich | think plays even nore
into ny argunent that we should be doing a ful
extender until those things are worked out. At
| east until we're ready to sit down and actually
tal k about a budget with dollar anmounts rather
t han policy issues.

But, you know, | want to make it
clear. On the involuntary commtnent, |'m
certainly not suggesting that those that are
willing voluntarily to go into treatnent, that --
there's issues about the availability of that,
for one. And we do need to do better in that
regard.

And | don't think we're talking

about those individuals that will voluntarily go
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into mental health treatnment to avoid the issues
that they have, whether it's honel essness,
inability to care for thenselves, or crine.

It's those who we're looking to
catch that do not conprehend, understand or
grasp, due to their nmental illness, their need
for treatnment, and therefore | eaving the
voluntary treatnent, never going in the first
place. And that's the purpose for involuntary
treatment, which is a far better place to get it
than at Ri kers Island.

But at -- you know, the policy
i ssues that we deal with in the budget -- you

know, no bail was one of themthat was included

in the budget. And without bail, these -- by and

| arge these individuals that aren't commtting
violent crines, they're just commtting other
crines, are not getting bail because bail can't
be set on them So they're just kind of being
rel eased back into the streets to their

homel essness situation where they can't care for
t hensel ves, don't know how to care for

t hensel ves, don't conprehend the needs that they
have.

And involuntary treatnment could
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certainly help at |east get treatnment started for
these individuals. Don't you agree with that?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President. Again, | don't think this
di scussion is actually about bail.
And again, | only have direct
per sonal experience fromny city and my borough,
Manhattan, which actually is where nost of these
cases are. It's alnpbst never an issue of soneone
refusing to go with the police into a hospital
setting. And it is very, very rarely a situation
where they are saying, No, | refuse to stay.
It's just the opposite. We don't have the
facilities and the services for themto go to.
It's interesting, the Gty Counci
of New York had a hearing |"mgoing to say two
days ago on protective services for adults, which
is a division under state |aw, Social Services
Law, that's supposed to exist in every county.
And what we learned fromthe City Council hearing
is New York City's agency only responded to
foll ow up on 5 percent of the cases brought to
t hem
And t he standards of a case being

brought to themis al nost exactly the discussion
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we're having right here, where if the adult is
not able to care for thenselves -- food,

shelter -- they are being evicted fromtheir
home, they have acted out in ways that are
clearly not in their best interests or their

nei ghbor's best interests, protective services
for adults, which on the books is supposed to be
| aw t hat sonebody's supposed to do sonethi ng, at
least in the City of New York they say because of
i nadequate funding they are only even follow ng
up on 5 percent of those cases.

Which tells me 95 percent of those
cases could be people actually on our streets
suffering fromnmental illness, not getting the
services and care they need. And even when
government was supposed to follow up for them and
there was a report nade, nobody did anything.

And now |'ve | earned today that the
federal government intends to defund that program
conpletely. And that's going to affect us
whet her we are in Senator O Mara's district or
any of my colleagues' districts.

So one has to be very careful when
di scussing the policy to understand what the

probl em actually is that you're trying to get the
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policy to match.

And | will continue to hold ny
position that the crucial policy discussion here
is maki ng sure that we have the adequate
heal t hcare services, nmental health care services
and, for honeless nentally ill, residential
facilities that people can go to -- far, far, far
nore inportant on a daily basis in all of our
comunities than whether or not the police
bel i eved they had adequate authority within
existing law to bring these peopl e somewhere.

Because again, for New York City,
nobody' s stoppi ng NYPD from bringi ng them
sonewhere. The dilemma is where is that
somewhere, and how long is it going to last? And
if it's six hours before they get let out the
back door of the energency departnment, that is no
solution, no matter how strict you rmake the | aws
on the books.

Thank you, M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, | understand |I'm up
against the tine limt here, so I'll thank
Senat or Krueger for her answers. | have nore
guestions. But on the bill, if I can, for a
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nonment .

| certainly agree with you that
there's a | ack of services for the nmentally ill.
One thing that | have commended Governor Hochu
on over another years has been her commitnment in
driving nore noney into the nental health
system-- followi ng a decade of the prior
Governor having a direct assault on our nental
health facilities, shutting down beds and nmaking
it nore difficult without the requisite NGO
not-for-profit groups set up to handle this type
of thing.

But | do disagree with
Senat or Krueger a bit on the need for involuntary
commitrment. While a certain percentage wl |
certainly go into voluntary treatnent and
hopefully continue with it and inprove their
lives and their ability to care for thensel ves,
it's the percentage that won't do that and it's
t he percentage that continues to commt crines on
our streets in our communities with no option.
It's just a revolving door for many of them and
we're not solving the problem

You know, the policy issues that are

hol di ng up this budget --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR O MARA: -- and nobody
wants policy issues in the budget --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"msorry to
interrupt ny coll eague, but the tine limt he was
referring to is that for all bill debates,
menbers have 30 mnutes to speak on the bill or
present questions. W've been |enient, and
Senator O Mara is now past -- well past
40 m nutes.

Soif -- 1 would ask himto pl ease
wrap up. Many of the issues he's tal king about
of course are not nentioned at all in this
extender. We will have plenty of opportunity to
debate t hem when the budget-in-chief comes before
us. But if Senator O Mara could wap up his
comments, that woul d be appreciated.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Thank you, Senator G anaris. And |

was getting close to wapping up anyways.
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But, you know, these policy issues
that are holding everything up, in the bodies of
the Senate and the Assenbly Majorities, really no
pushback on policy issues that are inportant to
your side while the Governor is trying to
negotiate issues that, frankly, I'mlargely in
support of. And | think this side of the aisle
i s, because we have concerns in the area of
mental health.

So it's inportant that these issues
get resolved. But we're only dealing with the
Governor's issues. You know, |'ve gone back a
couple of tines to CDPAP now on that. The
Legislature -- at least this body -- is generally
not happy with that single fiscal intermediary.
We're going from hundreds of fisca
internmedi ari es down to one.

It woul d have been nmuch nore
reasonabl e to have regional ones, | think, for
that. | know the chair of the Senate Health
Comm ttee agrees with that because he has a bil
to do just that. And there's 38 cosponsors on
that bill. Yet it hasn't even noved through
conmmttee. That should be in the m x of

di scussi ons about what's going on here with al
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t he concerns we have over the single fiscal
internediary that has really been crammed down
the throats of those that need it, those
services, in New York

So thank you very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senator O Mara

Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
now cl osed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

| want to speak very specifically on

what the sponsor ternmed as a tragic |oss of
funding fromthe federal government for offshore

wi nd.
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While we woul d certainly disagree
with that, | would rem nd her that that actually
fell apart under the Biden adm nistration when
t he devel opers decided to cone back and try to
extort nore taxpayer noney, the
mul ti-billion-dollar boondoggle that it was.

But since then, we've seen the
tragedy that has hit the shores of Bl ock Island
and el sewhere, when these w nd turbines offshore
shattered and plastic shards polluted those
beaches.

But this is an opportunity in the
budget to take the billions of New York State
t axpayer dollars that were dedicated to that
ridi cul ous boondoggle and put it back into this
budget, and maybe offer a discount to our
t axpayers that are already overburdened.

So let's kill the offshore wi nd on
our end as well, which is nothing but a
t axpayer - funded boondoggl e that puts noney into
foreign conpanies -- foreign countries |like
China, and let's bring it back to the people of
New York State.

So I"'mvoting to keep noving this

forward, but with the understanding that we have
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the opportunity to close the entire gap,
entirely, for every single dollar that the
federal government is, for whatever reason, not
giving us, with elimnating waste, fraud and
abuse in New York State's budget. And we should
do that, and we should do it in this budget.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Wik to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

The budget was due April 1st. Today
is April 17th, Holy Thursday. And we're voting
on our sixth extender. And | don't want
government to shut down either, but we still have
no table targets. W're hearing no confirmation
on novenent. And next week, April 26th, our
school districts by | aw nust approve budget
proposals. And without those, it's so much nore
difficult for themto be able to create sonething
predi ctable for those residents.

Defl ecting to national issues once
agai n, using them as scapegoats for the failure

to produce a state budget -- you know, it's just
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unacceptable. It's irresponsible.
And with a quarter of a trillion
dollars -- nore than a quarter-of-a-trillion-

dol | ar budget being proposed, we as a state
shoul d be nore than prepared and funded to

saf eguard our state. And yet I'mstill hearing
organi zations and not-for-profits who, even in
t hese proposed budgets, aren't fully getting
funded, haven't seen any increases since the
1990s. And really, | nean, the entire State of
New York is waiting for this budget.

So it's time for us to do our jobs
and it's time for us to get this budget done.
And for that, |I'mvoting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 686, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the controversial cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Let me rem nd ny
Majority coll eagues there will be an i medi ate
conference for the Majority in Room 332 upon
concl usi on of session.

And with that, is there any further
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until Tuesday, April 22nd, at 11:00 a.m, wth
the intervening days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, April 22nd, at 11:00 a.m, with the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:22 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




