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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 15, 2025
11: 17 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
April 14, 2025, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, April 11
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read. No?

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Sanders, page 17,

Cal endar Nunber 452, Senate Print 3071

And by Senator Jackson, page 27
Cal endar Nunber 627, Senate Print 6600.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
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stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:18 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11: 25 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 1718B, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Real Property Tax Law,

Senate Print 7285, by Senator S.
Ryan, an act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law,

Senate Print 7399, by

Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
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t he support of governnent.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7923 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7399, Third Readi ng
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Cal endar 684.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
684, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7923, by
Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
684, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7923, by
Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, thank you
Madam President. |'mwondering if
Senat or Krueger would yield for a few questions
on this extender.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Krueger, do you yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

This -- to ny understanding, this
extender gets us through or gets us until
Thur sday, anyways. So just two days fromtoday.

And it gives appropriation authority for alittle

bit over $400 mllion, is that correct?
SENATOR KRUEGER: It provides
6.5 billion in appropriation authority to make

payroll costs. And it's an increase of
434 mllion over the prior extender.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, with this
past weekend havi ng been Passover and

Pal m Sunday, and readi ng about the Governor
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having been in New York City seemngly all day
yesterday, can you tell us have the three | eaders
nmet on this budget since we were here | ast
Thursday? And what are the status of budget
negoti ati ons today?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | actually don't know whet her
the three | eaders nmet over the religi ous weekend.
| think a ot of us were busy with our famly
events in different religions.

We're going to conference after
session today, so I'll probably know nore | ater
in the day.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Now, is it your opinion, based on
what you know, Senator, that it's still these --

really these three or four main policy issues
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that are holding up the entire budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. It is ny understanding that the
Governor is continuing to take the position that
nobody really cares if the budget is done on
time. And so she is followi ng her own pattern of
what issues she seens to want to prioritize or
even tal k about .

So it's hard to know how nuch of the
substance of the actual budget is still left to
be resolved. And it is frustrating, | think, to
all of us in this room on both sides of the
ai sl e.

|"mnot sure | personally agree with
her that no one cares whether the budget gets
done on tine. Although | do think, based on what
| "' m hearing at hone, people are far, far nore
worried about what's happening in the real world
com ng out of Washington and the situation. So
it my be true that there's only a handful of us
who actually seemto care very much about what's
going on in Al bany right now.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, do you
have concerns that since there really seemto be
no negotiations going on on these major issues,
that the Governor could just drop an extender on
us with those policy issues in it and you, on
your side, either take them or shut down
gover nnent ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | do think there are continuing
di scussi ons about many issues that just have not
made it to the | eader |evel where they need to be
before we can conplete the budget. So there are
di scussions going on. Qur staffs are actually
wor ki ng very hard.

And as far as the Governor throw ng
ot her things into extenders, we've asked and she
has said, no, just straight extenders. So that's
what | know right now.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator wll
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continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, can you
tell us, aside fromthese four or so major policy
i ssues that seemto be holding up the budget,
what di scussi ons are happeni ng regardi ng the
actual budget part of the budget? And by that |
mean dollars and cents -- what they're being
appropriated for, what prograns are being funded,
and the operations of governmnent.

That nore inportant side of the
budget, is that resol ved?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's not
resol ved, Madam President.

But there are substantive
di scussi ons on many issues, and they were
i ncluded in the one-house budget docunents of
both the Senate and the Assenbly. And so there
are three-way di scussions anong staff going on
around those issues.

Sonme of the really big and inportant
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ones, of course, are noney for housing. There's
a separate shortage of affordabl e housing
t hroughout the State of New York, so there were
proposal s about housing both in the Gty of
New York and outside of the City of New York

There's serious discussion going on
about commtnents for capital funds and operating
funds for environnental issues, for public
education, Foundation Aid, health concerns --
now, those are added to with the conplications of
the stories com ng out of Washi ngton that they
have already or intend to make dramatic cuts in
heal t hcare and environnental funding, in
contracts and grants, in education funds.

| mean, there are estimates that the
State of New York could | ose well over $2 billion
in lost education funds if the Trunp
adm ni stration's proposals nove forward.

Pretty nmuch everyone in
heal thcare -- whether it's hospital care,
heal t hcare, preventive care, research at our
uni versities and our major teaching hospitals --
no doubt are reaching out to all of us, saying do
you know what we've been told m ght be happeni ng

next ?
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So there's a great deal of concern
out there, particularly in light of the hits the
state -- all 50 states could take fromthe
Trunp admi nistration. And | know nmany of us
spend a decent part of each day trying to urge
our congressional representatives to stand up for
our state and make sure that we don't take these
hits. And | hope those conversations are taking
pl ace on both sides of the aisle.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, with
regards to all the issues you just went through,
have table targets been handed out so that those
i ssues being di scussed, they know what paraneters
of spending they have?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No,

Madam Presi dent, there are no table targets at

this tinme.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, it's
April 15th today. You know, we all have to have
our taxes done by today or we get penalized.

But nore inportantly than that and
our individual concerns with that and neeting
t hat deadline, our school districts a week from
t oday have to have their budgets finalized to be
voted on in Muy.

What can we tell our schoo
districts as far as them putting together their
budgets, which actually have to go out to a vote
of the citizens in those districts?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | agree that school budgets are
probably the one issue each year that is very
real in relationship to the tinme frame of the

stat e budget.
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| would urge all of us to reach out
to the Governor and urge our comunities, our
school districts, our boards, our associations of
school boards and teachers to be maki ng those
exact requests of the Governor.

Because | think we coul d probably
gi ve sone | evel of assurance to the |oca
districts about what the estimated education
funds will be even in light of not having a
budget conpl eted, but of course we would need to
get that information through the Governor.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam President, that's all | have.

Thank you, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be seen and heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 684, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris -- who is joined
today by his wife Mariana and Zoe and Ol a.

Wl come to the Senate chanber.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: That
conpl etes the reading of the controversi al
cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is what passes for a famly
vacation, since we're stuck here.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI'S: | think
Senat or Wik wanted to explain her vote on the
last bill, if we can give her that opportunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Ch, I'm
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sorry.
Senat or Wik to explain her vote.
SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thi s budget that we've got this year

is a quarter of a trillion dollars. That's an
enor mous anount of noney. It's billions and
billions of dollars nore than |ast year's budget.

Usi ng national issues to pause and
to stall and to not have a budget conversation at
the state level, it causes so nmany probl ens,
especially for our school districts. Right now
they're struggling to try to put together a
budget. And I've had | ots of conversations with
nmy superintendents. They need information. They
need Al bany to be doing their job. And right now
stalling is not a good idea. W need to be
pushi ng and maki ng sure.

And using the Governor as an excuse
is also not -- this nay be her budget. W have a
one-house in the Senate, there's a one-house in
the Assenbly. [It's time to start bringing these
conversations to the table. Having no table
targets is unacceptable, it's irresponsible, and

that's why I'ma no.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until Thursday, April 17th, at 11:00 a.m, wth
the intervening days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Thursday,

April 17th, at 11:00 a.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

11:37 a.m)
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