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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Chapl ai n
Col onel Davis A. Bowl us, of the United States

Corps of Cadets, will deliver's today's

i nvocati on.

Chapl ai n?

CHAPLAI N COLONEL BOWLUS: Good
nmorning. | invite you to pray with ne.

Al m ghty God, we gat her before You
today, at the opening of this historic day, with
t hankful hearts, seeking Your wi sdom gui dance
and care upon the | eaders assenbl ed here.

We give You thanks for the great
State of New York, the historic fountainhead of
Anmerica' s | egacy of denocracy, of inspired
| eadership, patriotismand sacrificial |ove for
our fellow man.

Lord, we also thank You for the

support this Legislature provides to West Point,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1761

nurturing the devel opnment of | eaders of character
who will faithfully serve our nation in the
U S Arny.

And so on this day, grant each
| eader here the wisdomto discern clearly, the
conpassion to serve justly, and the courage to
act decisively.

Al of this | ask in the name of the
great Friend and Master of all. Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
April 8, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, April 7,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe --

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Health,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 565 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 3437, Third Readi ng

Cal endar 494.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Kavanagh, on
page 18 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar 344, Senate Print 952A, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
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previ ously adopted Resol uti on 503, by
Senator Skoufis, read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 503, by
Senat or Skoufis, menorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimApril 9, 2025, as
West Point Day in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nmuch, Madam Presi dent.

And | want to thank you
Col onel Bow us, for your beautiful invocation.
Thank you so much for blessing our chanber.

Today | have the honor to once again
commenorate West Point Day and to cel ebrate the
United States MIlitary Acadeny, a historic and
vital institution that I'mproud to have in our
st at e.

This year marks the 73rd Annual
West Point Day. So for over 70 years, the Senate
has gathered to recogni ze the excell ence of each

year's cadets.
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So wel come and congratul ati ons, and
t hank you for being here. It is their unwavering
devotion to tradition and service that is a
testinmony to your outstanding character.

| also want to thank Col onel Khanh
Diep -- thank you so much for being here -- and
of course the rest of the West Point |eadership
team under whose steady gui dance generations of
cadets have learned how to |lead and live well.

l'd now i ke to take a nmonent to
reflect on the history and | egacy of the
United States MIlitary Acadeny.

For over two centuries, West Point
and its graduates have contributed greatly to the
def ense and devel opnent of the United States.

The United States MIlitary Acadeny, the nation's
first mlitary acadeny, was established in 1802
by President Thonmas Jefferson.

However, even before then, the
West Point region had played a crucial mlitary
role during the Revolutionary War. President
CGeorge Washi ngton chose this area as the site of
a strategically valuable fortress, and in 1779 he
mai nt ai ned his headquarters there.

Under the | eadership of
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CGeneral Syl vanus Thayer, father of the mlitary
acadeny, West Point becane the first school of
engineering in the United States. This school's
earliest graduates constructed much of the
country's infrastructure in the 19th century,

i ncl udi ng the Washi ngton Monunent .

Many di stingui shed figures, each of
whom have valiantly served our nation in war and
peace, nunber anong the over 80,000 graduates of
West Point -- Presidents Uysses S. Grant,

Dwi ght D. Eisenhower, Cenerals WIlliamT.
Sherman, John J. Pershing, Douglas MacArthur and
Omar Bradl ey, and Andrea Holl en, who bel onged to
the first class that included wonen cadets, which
agai n makes ne so happy to see Colonel Diep. A
great tradition, thank you

Wien | | ook at the cadets with us
today, | see the sane spirit of devotion, honor,
| eadership by which all Wst Point graduates have
lived, now live, and wll [ive.

You are the heirs to a tradition of
excel | ence and service, and | conmmend you for all
of your bravery in answering our nation's highest
call. The brilliant exanple each of you has set

Will surely inspire others -- if not to
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contribute to West Point's tradition, then to
serve in some other way.

" mrem nded of my own sources of
i nspiration whose val or and al trui sm have
prof oundly shaped ny life. M dad was a
decorated Wrld War |l veteran, ny brother a
veteran of the Vietnam War. Their service
i npressed on nme the need to fight for the greater
good, the good of all, no matter how difficult or
daunti ng.

That sanme val orous altruismis
present in you as cadets. You' ve pledged to
defend our nation and its citizens. You' ve
cour ageously placed the good of the nany above
your own. | wi sh each of you the continued
strength and will to see through this great,
| audabl e undertaking, and | offer you this
chanber's support.

Though ny father and ny brot her
served in the military, it's always difficult for
me and all of us who've not served to really
grasp the depth of your passionate and sel fless
commtrment. However, | want you to know that the
commi t ment each of you has nade to keep Anerica

safe and to uphold our shared values will always
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be val ued and adm red by us.

W will not forget you or what you
have done. New York and the United States wll
forever be in your debt. And though we cannot
repay that debt, we will always honor you and
your service. W are grateful for everything you
do.

| pledge to you now that the Senate

wi |l not neglect either your commtnent or your
service, and we will continue to advocate on your
behalf. And we will always strive to back these

appreci ative words with action.

| thank you again for what you are
contributing every day to our safety, to our
denocracy, to the present and to the future, and
wi sh you God speed.

Thank you so rmuch, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Leader.

Senat or Skoufis on the resolution.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| first want to express ny gratitude
to the Majority Leader for always very warmy

wel com ng and hosting our cadets and our officers
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and our staff on this day each year. It's really
a wonderful tradition, and we're so thankful to
have all of you with us today.

So on the resolution,

Madam President, it's ny great honor and
privilege to rise today as the Senator fromthe
42nd Senate District, hone to the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point, on this

73rd Annual West Point Day.

It's a cherished tradition here in
the halls of the Capitol and a norning of great
pride for both Senators present, ny current
col | eagues, as well as Senators past, including
nmy predecessor, Colonel Bill Larkin, who really
cherished and enjoyed this day each year.

Hi gh places with a broad vant age
poi nt have al ways nade strategic sense. This was
likely in George Washington's m nd when he chose
the location of the fort that would becone
West Point. The views fromthe acadeny are
sweepi ng, taking in the Hudson River for mles in
both directions. Effective, too, because in
spite of concerted efforts during the
Revol utionary War, West Point was never captured

and is today the ol dest continuously occupied
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regular Arnmy post in the United States.

British forces were well-trained and
wel |l -armed, and it took the vision offered by the
garrison's location to hold off that invasion.
This vision, the ability to see for mles ahead,
continues to shape West Point to this day.

Prior to its establishnment, as the
Majority Leader nentioned, the U S. Arny enpl oyed
Eur opean engi neers and, propelled by the vision
of American-trained engi neers, Wst Point was
established by Congress in 1802 with the stated
aimto do just that.

The success of the acadeny's
education was highlighted during the War of 1812
when the British failed to capture even a single
wor k constructed by a graduate of Wst Point.

The vi sion exercised by those at
West Point -- seeing not just what was before
them but for mles ahead as well -- kept the
garrison safe fromeneny forces, gave West Point
graduates the skills they needed to neaningfully
contribute to American victories, and keeps the
acadeny one of the nobst respected institutions in
the United States and the world.

We need | eaders who will nake
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difficult choices, who will grow and evol ve,
ready not just to neet this nonment but every
noment that conmes after. The cadets that

stand -- or sit -- before us here today are those
| eaders, and my col |l eagues and | are honored that
you' ve joi ned us today.

We are hunbl ed by your dedication to
our country's ideals and your willingness to
serve, defending, protecting and uplifting the
princi pl es of our true denocracy.

Thank you for com ng today. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak on the
resolution. And |last but not |east,

Madam President: Go Arny, beat Navy!

Thank you.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Mnority Leader Ortt on the
resol ution.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too want to extend ny gratitude to
all of my colleagues, to the Majority Leader,

Andrea Stewart-Cousins, to Senator Skoufis, as
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wel |l as all of our coll eagues who continue to
make this day a day in this chanber -- 73 years,
it is a great tradition.

Not just as New York State Senators
but I think as New Yorkers, very proud to be a
state that hosts the United States Mlitary
Acadeny. |'msure Senator Skoufis, very proud to
be the Senator that represents the United States
Mlitary Acadeny and all the history. You' ve
heard the history fromny col | eague Senator
Stewart-Cousins. It is a storied history.

It is fitting we're here today on
April 9th, because it was on this day that one
West Point graduate, Robert E. Lee, surrendered
to anot her West Point graduate, Uysses S. Gant,
bringing to a concl usion maybe the worst of
calamties, acivil war. And | think that's a
rem nder of the pivotal role that graduates from
the United States MIlitary Acadeny have pl ayed
and continue to play in this country's story, in
the story of our nation and of our republic.

It is a place where you don't just
get an education. There's a |ot of places you
can get a top-flight education. Maybe not as

many today as there was, but there's certainly a
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| ot of places you can go. But you're being
trained to be |leaders, to be the future | eaders
of the United States mlitary, the future |eaders
of the United States Arny, future public
servants, future |eaders in business. You are
being trained to be | eaders for this country at a
time when this country needs | eaders.

Now, maybe it's al ways been that
way, but | think the need and the dearth of
| eaders is nore apparent than ever. And you're
going to be asked to be those | eaders for this
country for this next generation, and it m ght
come upon you faster than you think. So pay
attention. Listen to your | eaders.

Li sten to your | eadership at
West Point. | want to thank themfor their
continued service to this country, for their
continued service to one of our finest
institutions, and for being here today, for also
taking part in this. W can't do it, obviously.
West Point Day woul dn't be the sane without the
West Point cadets and the West Point | eadership
here. So | want to thank themfor their
conti nued support of this day.

And again, | want to thank you for
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your commtnent to serve Anerica and to place al
of your hopes and dreans and aspirations -- |
think there's sonething always unique for an
18-year-old or a 19-year-old who has everything
in front of them to place that on the altar of
liberty and to say, |'mwlling to nmaybe
sacrifice all of that because | believe so
strongly in the promse of this country -- the
prom se of the country is greater than maybe the
prom se of my owmn life

That is a very -- we can tal k about
it, but fewer people do it. And yet you' ve al
done that by going to West Point. Yes, you're
going to get a top-flight education. Yes, you're
going to have the distinction of saying, I'ma
graduate of West Point, of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny. But there's a conmtnent that
conmes along with that, and you're willing to
honor that comm tnent and put a lot on the line,

i ncl udi ng maybe your life, for this great country

of ours.

And so for that | thank you
Certainly as an Arny veteran, | thank you. |
never went to West Point. |[|f you saw ny

transcripts, you'd know why.
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(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: But | served, | had
many drills at Canp Smith, which is right next
door there to West Point. |[|'ve been at
West Point. |'ve done sone conbat sw nmmi ng
training in the pool at Wst Point, which was
fun. For anyone who hasn't done that, |
encourage you, go over and check it out. It's a

great experience.

But certainly I'lIl |eave you with
this, nore on a lighter note. So there's -- ny
col | eagues here, | have a col |l eague here who
is -- Senator Stec, who's a Navy veteran. And we

have a bet every year for the Arny-Navy gane.
Last year | didn't do so well. R ght? So this
year, if you can talk to the football team --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: -- please, it's
really inportant to ne that we get a win this
com ng year because | have to display the
M dshi pnmen flag in our conference room when we
don't win. | get to display the Black Knights
flag when we do win, for a whol e year

So | woul d encourage you, whatever

you can do to notivate those -- the football team
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for next year, if they need any further
not i vati on.

But it is a great honor for nme to
rise and speak on this resolution. And | w sh
you all the best. Godspeed. Go Arny, beat Navy!

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

It is now ny honor to introduce
Col onel Khanh Di ep, chief of staff of the
United States MIlitary Acadeny.

Col onel ?

(Standi ng ovation.)

COLONEL DI EP: Ladi es and
gent | emen, good nor ni ng.

Majority Leader Stewart- Cousins,
Mnority Leader Ott -- sir, we will take on that
chal l enge to "Go Arny, beat Navy" there -- and
nmenbers of this distinguished chanber.

On behal f of the 61st
Superi ntendent, Lieutenant General Steve G I and,
we are so grateful for being here. Again, it's
the 73rd year of West Point Day. W wouldn't do
it without your support and for you hosting us.

Leader Stewart-Cousins, thank you
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for the opportunity to address this chanber.

Senat or Skoufis, sir, thank you for
hosti ng us today.

And Senator Jessica
Scarcel | a- Spanton, thank you for your conmttee,
for all you do for our veterans and service
menbers in this great state.

Joining ne today is our
First Captain, Cadet Caroline Robinson. She is
the only one not from New York, so please be
fair. And then along with her is -- rightly so,
t hank you.

(Appl ause.)

COLONEL DI EP: She actually -- she
| eads over 4400 cadets. She is the -- that's why
she's called the Cadet First Captain.

And with her is the Brigade
Executive Oficer, Shepherd Dzina, from New York
City. How about that? There you go.

(Appl ause.)

COLONEL DI EP: |"mnot sure if you
got the opportunity to read his bio, but he is a
Rhodes Schol ar, he's heading off to Oxford this
May for graduation, and he's in international

politics, right, Shepherd, you nentioned to ne
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earlier.

So please -- and then along with the
team here we have 12 other cadets fromthroughout
the State of New York, representing nearly
300 cadets fromthis Enpire State. So pl ease,
again, give thema warm round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COLONEL DI EP: As nmentioned, this
year the United States Arny cel ebrates its
250t h birthday -- older than our nation itself.
Anerica's Arny has a rich history, a | egacy of
service, sacrifice and dedication, defending our
nation and its values at honme and around the
gl obe. Throughout the past 250 years, the
Enpire State has been an inportant part of that
rich history, fromits hunbl e beginnings in My
of 1775 with the establishnment of a handful of
infantry reginments. But the New York Line,
right, which would distinguish itself in battle
t hrough our War of | ndependence and beconme one of
t he nost respected fighting forces in the
Conti nental Arny.

That | egacy al so includes a point of
| and at the west bank of the Hudson just south of

Newbur gh, where George Washi ngton would call the
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key to the continent -- a critical strategic
out post in the defense of this fledgling nation.

Today, as Anmerica's ol dest
continuously occupied mlitary post, Wst Point
pl ays an inportant strategic role in the
United States Arny and our nation, hone to the
United States MIlitary Acadeny, charged with
devel opi ng | eaders of character ready to defend
the Arny and the nation for its mssion to win
and fight our nation's wars.

As we cel ebrate the establishnent of
Anerica's Arnmy, we al so cel ebrate those who have
proudly served, whether on active duty or
citizen-soldiers of the Arny Reserve and
Nat i onal Guard, whose | eadership, dedication to
duty, and contributions in peacetine and war have
shaped our nation's history and the Arny's | egacy
of excell ence.

Among them are of course countl ess
proud New Yorkers, including a young clerk from
right here in Al bany naned John Brennan, who
vol unteered to serve as part of Genera
Pershing's American expeditionary force during
Wrld War |I. Brennan served in conbat in France

and Belgiumas a saddler in the 27th Infantry
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Di vi si on, enduring endl ess nmud and rain and
shel l'ings and nustard gas attacks.

After the war, he would wite about
hi s experiences, beginning his nenoir with these
words: "This is not the diary of a hero, but one
of the many nen who enlisted in the Arny to serve
his country, to carry out whatever job he was
assigned to do." He went on to conclude in his
memoir with this: "I'mglad | did enlist. W
did it to protect our country. It was our duty."

This is the | egacy of America's
Arny. Mre than the canpai gns and battles fought
and won, it is the nmen and wonen who put on the
cloth of our nation and proudly bore the title of
American soldier -- all unified by a shared | ove
of country and a dedication to duty and service
t hat John Brennan wote about nore than a century
ago.

That | ove of country and dedi cation
to duty is shared by every son and daughter of
the Enpire State, and indeed every American who
has served in defense of our nation. It is
shared by all those who nmade the ultimte
sacrifice. It is shared by all those serving

today at home and around the globe. And it is

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1780

shared by those who are preparing to assune the
mant|l e of service and | eadership |ike these

out st andi ng young nen and wormren with us here

t oday, preparing to continue the Arny's | egacy of
excel | ence and make their own mark on the Arny's
story, unified by the values and ideals of duty,
honor, country.

Thi s woul d not be possible w thout
t he tremendous support of our state | eaders here
in Albany as well as from our neighbors
t hroughout New York, Orange County, and the
Hudson Valley region. | would |ike to recognize
t he nenbers of this chanber for your enduring
dedi cation to the people of this state and to the
princi pl es of denbcracy. Your work shapes the
future of generations to conme, and it is a future
that we at West Point proudly stand ready to
support.

As we | ook to the future, | ask for
your continued support of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny and our cadets. The acadeny is
not only a national asset, but it is also a
synbol of the strength of New York: New York
State's commtnent to producing | eaders of

character who will guide our nation in times of
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peace and war. Your support, whether through
i nfrastructure, funding or recognition, has a
prof ound i npact on the education and the
devel opnent of our future |eaders.

Again, we are so honored to be here,
and we're proud to be part of New York's | egacy
of service. W appreciate your continued help
and support in inspiring a renewed call to
service in our young citizens, to help them see
the Arny and West Point as uni que pathways to
servi ce.

On behalf of the United States
MIlitary Acadeny, thank you for your tine, your
support, and the honor of being here today.

Go Arny!

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Col onel .

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And t hank you so nuch for that
amazi ng speech.

It is one of ny favorite days of the
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year, especially as chair of Veterans, Honel and

Security and Mlitary Affairs. |I'mproud to join

nmy col |l eagues in honoring West Point Day right
here on the Senate floor. Thank you so nuch,
Senat or Skoufis, for hosting us every year.

West Point is an historic
institution here in New York, having produced
generations of mlitary officers who have served
our country with valor. For nore than 200 years
it has renmi ned one of the top training grounds
for mlitary | eaders across the world. But
West Point is nore than just a mlitary school.
It teaches its cadets the value of duty, honor
and country.

And t hank you so nuch to all of the
cadets who are here today. You nake us so

i ncredi bly proud.

These cadets continue to inspire ne.

I ndi vidual s Iike Cadet Aivia Raykhman, from ny
district, who was driven to pursue a path of
service after her famly's experience. And |
want to read a text | got fromdivia today. |
had the pl easure of neeting her |ast year, so |
wanted to check in and say hello and just, you

know, let her know today is West Point Day.
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And she said: "A quick update on ny
next steps. |'mgraduating on May 24th and
headed to Stanford for nmy master's in journalism
as a Kni ght-Hennessy Scholar. Then |I'm headi ng
to Destin, Florida, to the Eglin Air Force Base,
to be an information operations officer at the
1st Special Operations Wng."

So, West Point, you have produced
tremendous individuals. And | amproud to
represent Aivia and her famly. And it's just
SO nice to see where everyone is going. It was
great to chat with all of you earlier, too, to
hear what your next steps are.

Aivia was here for Wst Point |ast
year, and her fellow cadets represent the
brightest in our country. And today we recognize
not only the acconplishments of this respected
institution, but also the sacrifices nmade by
every cadet who chooses to serve our nation
t hrough their education and training.

|"m proud to honor West Point Day
al ongside its current cadets, the graduates
currently serving our country, and the countl ess
vet erans who cane through its ranks. Thank you

for choosing a path of service and | eadership,
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and Happy West Point Day.

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Skoufis to speak about his
cadet .

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

And t hanks for affording some of our
col | eagues as well sone time to introduce their
constituent cadets who are here.

Before | get to the introduction, |
just want to acknowl edge sone of the officers and
staff who have joined us who take tine out of
their very busy schedule to be up here on West
Poi nt Day.

Certainly first and forenpost we
heard from Col onel Khanh Di ep, chief of staff.
Thank you for your words, which were
inspirational, and certainly for your service
back home as wel | .

She is joined by Major Kel echi
Qdocha, who is the G3 operations officer and
instructor; Mjor Mchael Oakes, tactical officer

for the Corps of Cadets. W heard earlier from
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Col onel David Bow us, the chaplain: Thank you
for your invocation, your words earlier today.

Support personnel include
M. Matthew Hintz, fromthe Public Affairs and
Communi ty Engagenent Office; M. Eric Bartelt,
phot ographer from Public Affairs; M. David
Nagel , deputy of the Commander's Action G oup
and Ms. Alison Schwartz, G3 operations
speci al i st.

| also want to give particular
t hanks on the Senate side to, in addition to the
Majority Leader, of course, Senator
Scarcel | a- Spant on, who we just heard from and
does an incredible job serving on the Veterans
Affairs, Honeland Security and Mlitary Affairs
Committee as chair.

Shel l ey Andrews and the floor team
Jordan Jones and the Senate services team --
Shane Jones and the Senate events team
Al e Paulino, Secretary of the Senate. And from
my team or ny entire office, but in particular
W11 Al exander and M chael Dul aney.

A lot goes into this day and putting
all these events and activities together, and so

t hanks to everyone on the Senate teamthat did
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t hat .

Now, | have two introductions.
First, we heard a little bit about him before,
but Shepherd Dzina. |I'mgoing to take a little
bit of pride of ownership here. Yes, he was born
and rai sed and spent nost of his life in New York
City, but nore recently he is an Orange County
resident, let's all be clear, and |'"mproud to
have himas a constituent currently residing in
Tuxedo.

We heard really inpressive
background and certainly years ahead as a Rhodes
Schol ar going to Oxford to study econom cs and
international relations. He plans to be posted,
after that, in Hawaii, follow ng graduate school,
and is in the infantry branch studying, as his
maj or, econom cs at West Point.

Thank you for being here. Thank you
for your |eadership anong the cadets as well. So
pl ease st and.

And then with himl want to
i ntroduce Caroline Robinson, who was al so
mentioned a little bit earlier. Sheis alittle
bit of an orphan in terns of introductions as the

non- New Yorker here anong the cadets, so |I'm
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going to take the liberty to introduce and
acknow edge her as well.

She hails from Mountain Brook
Al abama, daughter of a single nom who has
overcome a |l ot of adversity to get to West Point
and be here. |Is looking forward to getting
posted also to Hawaii, and then at sonme point
after her Arny career |ooks forward to actually
com ng back to West Point as a history instructor
as wel | .

Thank you both for being here. And
Madam Presi dent, after the introductions, if you
can afford themall the liberties of the floor.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Harckham for his
i ntroducti on.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| am proud to introduce Aiden Meza,
fromthe neighboring town of Somers. Aiden, if
you could stand and join us.

He is a geospatial information

science major. And | say that because when we
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spoke earlier, nothing |like that existed when
went to college, so that was news to ne.

Wants to be in the infantry,
participates in nock trial and Frisbee, and this
sutmmer will be attending air assault training.

So we thank you for being here with
us. W thank you for your conmtnent to the
acadeny.

And I'Il just say very briefly to
all of you, |I grew up in the footsteps of
West Point as a Rockland County resident. W're
there frequently for the Parade of Cadets, we go
to the nuseum And we had season tickets to
Arny Football. And although you fell short
agai nst Navy this year, you're enjoying relative
success right now Back in the -- dare | say the
'60s, the '70s and the '80s, Arny Football was
horrible. And we sat through many a cold
afternoon at M chie Stadi um watching sonme really
bad football. So please, enjoy what you have
ri ght now.

But the other reason why West Point
was special to us, ny father served in the
infantry in Wrld War Il in France and Ger nany,

and he said that there was sonethi ng speci al
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about the officers who were trained at
West Point. And | say that to you because you
will be recognized as special. And | nention
t hat not out of arrogance, but hopefully out of
hum lity, because with being recognized as
speci al cones a unique responsibility to those
who serve under you

And we are all so proud of you. W
t hank you for your conmitnment to service. As was
referenced earlier today, we need nore people of
your generation in public service. You have al
stepped up to the chall enge.

Thank you, and God bl ess you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick for
her introduction.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| too want to express ny thanks to
the Majority Leader for continuing this
ti me-honored tradition. As the granddaughter of
a Wrld War | vet who served in the Arny, |I'm
al ways proud to recognize Arny. Thank you,

Col onel, thank you, Major, for being here and
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taking the time and for your input.

I"d like to give a quick shout out
to one of ny constituents, Johnny Devino, a
menber of your Men's Lacrosse Team who i s
graduating this year.

But 1'd like to introduce
Shaf ay Ahned, from Floral Park. Shafay, you are
the American dream having emgrated to the
United States when you were just six years old.

He graduated from Fl oral Park
Menorial Hi gh School, and upon graduation
enlisted for four years as a CBRN specialist --
not the traditional path to get to West Point.
He was even depl oyed overseas prior to attending
t he acadeny.

He's now studyi ng engi neering
managenment. And also |'m happy to say that you
attended nmy alma mater, St. John's, prior to
enlisting and prior to joining the acadeny.

You're a role nodel for all youth
and certainly a shining star of the 9th Senate
District. | proudly congratul ate you on being
here, wish you well in your tinme at the acadeny,
and wi sh you all the best. And know that we're

all rooting for your success.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Weber for his introduction.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to also thank the Majority
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and
Senat or Skoufis, for both making this day happen,
a very inportant day.

Wel conme to the | eadership of
West Point for being here. This is, as it was
said earlier, one of our favorite days as
Senators, so we're so happy to have you here as
wel | .

So Rockl and County, Senate District
38, is lucky to have two cadets here today.

First | want to introduce
Christina Vozzo. Christina is from d arkstown,
Val l ey Cottage. She is a kinesiology major. She
is heading off to the First Brigade of
Fort Cavazos, | think, Texas. She would like to
eventually attend | aw school -- and we have a | ot
of lawyers in here, so we mght want to connect

you with the | awyers here as well -- upon
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retirement fromthe Arny, and wants to obviously
transition into hospital adm nistration and run a
hospi t al

We're happy and thrilled to have you
here today as wel .

W al so have Cadet Steven Tronbett a.
Steven, please rise. Steven Tronbetta is a
fellow Suffern Mountie, like my kids, sonmeone who
probably was in school with my ol dest daughter,
Rachel .

You know, when you see novies you
see officers and they're older. R ght? But, you
know, | like to say two things can be true at
once. W are all getting old in this chanber,
and the cadets | ook a | ot younger every year,
don't they?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WEBER: But it's sonething
that | think is a reminder to our |eaders in
Washi ngton now and in the future that when we
send people to war, it's these younger kids that
are going to war fighting for us.

So we're happy to have you here
t oday, Steven, as well.

Alittle bit about Steven. Steven
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will comm ssion as an adjutant general officer.
He will post in Fort George Meade, Maryland, and
will be working in Intelligence and Security
Commander Battalion.

Wel conme, Cadet. Good luck to you
Godspeed. Be safe.

And | proudly vote aye on this
resol ution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Wi k for her introduction.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mso proud that | get to recognize
two cadets frommy district: Matthew Stueber.
Matthew is from Wst Islip, and he's a nmechani ca
engi neering student. 1'mso proud that he's here
again this year.

We have al so Navroop Singh, from
Massapequa. These two gentlenmen truly nake us
proud with their service to our country.

I'd like to make sure that we thank
West Point | eadership for being here today. And
| want to thank you all for your service to our

great nation. My God bl ess you and gui de you.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1794

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Tedi sco for his
i ntroducti on.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Madam Presi dent and ny col | eagues,
|"moften fond of saying to anyone in earshot:
Al'l good things enanate fromthe 44th Senatori al
District. And | just happen to be the Senator
fromthe 44th Senatorial District.

And with us today is the best
exanple | can think of, of an outstanding
i ndi vidual who is emanating fromthat
44t h Senatorial District. It's ny Wst Point
honoree, Eve Crossett, if she would stand up.

Eve hails from Sarat oga Springs.
She is a Nordic skier froma big Arny fam |y and
living out her dreamattending the U S. Mlitary
Acadeny. Eve is nmmjoring in managenent, and her
i ntended branch is field artillery. Follow ng
graduation, she will post to Fort Cavazos, in
Texas.

In her free time she enjoys a nice
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cup of iced coffee. Now, don't we all, Eve?
It's the best. But also she |oves attending
country nusic concerts and spending tine with
famly and friends.

Her commtnent to the acadeny wl|
extend beyond her cadet years as she intends to
return to West Point to teach PL-300 or work in
the Sinmon Center.

Madam President, | ask you to
wel come Eve here to this august body and offer
all the cordialities of our house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Stavi sky for her
i ntroducti on.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Madam Leader and
Senat or Skoufis and Senat or Scarcel |l a- Spanton and
really the fol ks at West Point and the
Legi sl ature.

| f you took a | ook at last year's
West Point Day when | introduced the cadet from
my district, | could alnmost do a rerun. It's

déja vu. The previous cadet, her nane was
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Tracy Chen. And today we're here to honor her
twin sister, Tricia Chen.

And | notice that there seens to be
a common thread in the Chen fam |y because they
have a younger brother who is currently planning,
hoping to come to West Point.

Tricia graduated from Cardozo
H gh School and then enlisted in the Army. She
trained in Mssouri and then was stationed at the
Scofield Barracks in Hawaii .

She and her sister live in the
Col | ege Point, Flushing, area with their parents.
Can you i nmagi ne how proud those parents are? Not
just for what their daughters and their son are
acconpl i shing, not just what's going to happen in
the future, but they raised three remarkable
young people trained to serve others.

This is | think a remarkable famly.
We pay tribute to them and, through them to
their children who are living literally the
Anerican dream and that is service to others and
to be ready in case we need their special skills.

So Madam President, | congratul ate
not just the three cadet -- or the two cadet

Chen sisters, but also their famly and the
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famly of every other cadet who is here today.

We thank you for what you do, and we thank you
for what you are going to do to hel p defend our
country.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Fahy for her introduction.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's a true honor, especially as a
new menber of the Senate, to have a cadet to
i ntroduce, a honmetown one. And her nane is
Cadet Morgan Lawl er. She's from Knox, New York
which is here in Al bany County, and a graduate of
t he Acadeny of Holy Names, and of course a
constituent of the 46th Senate District.

She al so cones in a long, long line
of those who have al so served our country. And |
couldn't be nore proud. As our |eader,

Andrea Stewart-Cousins, nentioned earlier, you
are trained and you are part of an esteened
institution who is there to fight for our greater
good. And that's so nuch of what this is about.

At a time when | eadership is really
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sonet hi ng we need now nore than ever, it's
wonderful to see this younger generation and it
gi ves us so nuch hope for the future. Not only
is she a cadet here, but her intention is to go
on to be a nedical doctor.

So it is alifelong service that you
are enbarking on, and could not be nore
i npressive. The education systemthat you are a
part of is really rooted in character, ethics and
service, and it's sonmething that we as public
officials also strive to uphold. So |I think this
is such an inportant day.

So thank you for the sacrifices that
you are al ready making, and thank you for being a
part of our future as mlitary |eaders. And |
| ove that part of your training is service before
self. And | think that's one of my favorite
sayings in the mlitary, is the service before
self. W as a nation owe you an undyi ng
gratitude, and we w sh Cadet Morgan Lawl er only
the best in all of her future endeavors.

Thank you, Madam President, for this
opportunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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Senat or Wal czyk for his
i ntroducti on.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Cadet Anthony Tej kl, on your feet.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: Qut of Theresa,
New York, and now in Conpany Foxtrot 3. He
enlisted in the United States Arny Reserve to
serve his nation, went down to Texas Tech, was in
t he ROTC program deployed to CENTCOMin GSS, so
he understands what the sands of Arabia feel
like. He is now serving and | eading fromthe
front and | ooking to go into Cyber Command in the
U S Arny.

We are very grateful for your
service thus far, and excited about your future
i n | eadership.

Duty, honor and country. That's a
notto that they know well at West Point.
Congratul ations on joining the Thin Gay Line,
for signing a prom ssory note for this nation up
to and including your life, for placing the
m ssion first and the m ssion of our nation and

our Constitution first, for never accepting
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defeat, for never quitting, for always noving
forward

And renenber, take care of your
soldiers. W're very proud of you

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Webb for her introduction.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Majority Leader, and
Senat or Skoufis and Senat or Scarcel | a- Spant on,
for continuing this great tradition.

|"mvery excited to stand today for
the first time because | have a cadet from
Senate District 52: Bryce Sinclair. And I'm
going to brag a little bit about Bryce -- well, a
ot of bit.

So Bryce hails from Mi ne- Endwel |,
New York. And his connection to West Point is a
testament to the power of hard work and
dedi cation that he enbodies. Hi's story is one of
dreans turned into action.

From an early age, Bryce dreaned of

becom ng an astronaut, and at West Point he
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actively sought out opportunities to make that
dreama reality. H's entrepreneurial spirit |ed
himto cof ound West Point's first Mdel Rocketry
Club, a project borne out of his desire to
explore the possibilities of space.

This initiative not only provided an
outlet for creativity but also denonstrated his
| eadership and ability to collaborate with his
peers. Together they nmade history by |aunching a
rocket into space, setting a new amateur rocketry
altitude record. Bryce's work is a rem nder that
no dreamis too big if you have the drive to
pursue it.

Academi cally, Bryce's conmitnent is
unparal |l el ed. As a nechani cal engi neering maj or,
Bryce denonstrates his ability to bal ance the
demands of both rigorous coursework and mlitary
training. But what stands out even nore is his
anbition to continue advancing his educati on.
Bryce has been accepted into the Georgia
Institute of Technol ogy, where he will pursue a
master's in aerospace engi neering, an incredibly
prestigi ous program

H s pursuit of further acadenm c

excellence is a reflection of his determ nation
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to push the boundaries of what he can achieve,
whether it's the design of new technol ogi es or
his service to our nation.
Looki ng beyond his tine at
West Point, Bryce has clear goals set for his
future in the mlitary. He plans to branch into
infantry, a field that demands excepti ona
| eadershi p and courage, and ultimately will serve
i n special operations.
After conpleting his service as a
lieutenant, Bryce's path will lead himto
Fort Bragg, where he will no doubt bring his
i nnovation and strategic thinking to new hei ghts.
| ook forward to the continued
great work that Bryce will do, not just sinply in
the Arny but beyond. And one of the things that
| appreciate about this day, and for all of our
cadets that are here, and the entire teamthat's
with them is that they denonstrate the
i mportance of not only good public service but
determnation to lift each other up
Congrat ul ati ons, everyone, and thank
you so much, Bryce.
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senat or Hi nchey for her
i ntroducti on.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too want to thank the | eader for
so graciously hosting this day every year. It's
really one of the best, where we get to see the
future, right? 1It's a really incredible day.

| also want to thank Senator Skoufis
for hosting and for being such a wonderf ul
representative for West Point, always advocating
on behalf of the institution.

| rise today proudly to introduce a
constituent of the 41st District, Cadet Jonah
Dohr -- thank you -- who is also a conpany spirit
officer. Jonah hails from Austerlitz, New York
in Colunbia County. And he has five sisters, and
attended Christian Brothers Acadeny here in
Al bany, which is what he credits for inspiring
himto apply and go to West Point.

At West Point he's had incredible
opportunities, including studying abroad at the
Chilean Mlitary Acadeny, which in this nonent |

think is so inportant -- building relationships,
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under st andi ng our gl obal world, seeing how we all
fit together. Taking that opportunity to study
abroad really was a | eadership nonment, and so |
appreci ate you taking that opportunity.

At West Point he also is on the Sk
and Trap Team He enjoys fishing. As cochair of
the Sportsnen's Caucus, | appreciate both of
these activities. And he al so enjoys running
with his friends.

Upon graduating from West Poi nt,
Jonah will attend the Infantry Basic O ficer
Leader Course at Fort Benning, Georgia. And
after that, he plans to attend and graduate from
Ranger School, and then returning to New York to
serve as an infantry platoon | eader in the
Second Brigade, 10th Muntain Division.

W could not be nore thrilled of
your plans to return to New York and conti nue
your service here. W appreciate it.

Jonah, you truly represent an -- and
everyone -- but you truly represent the best of
us. Having this day where we get to honor you
and your service, putting our country, putting
our peopl e before yourselves is such an

inspiring, inspiring choice. Thank you for your
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commtment. Thank you for joining us here today.
And |I'm so proud to have you fromour district.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

To our guests, the cadets and
adm nistrators from Wst Point, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house. Thank
you for your service.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| know our friends from West Poi nt
have to get to the Assenbly chanber as well, so
we'll let themmmake their exit while we continue
our work here.

Pl ease recogni ze at this tine
Senat or Fahy for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fahy for an introduction.

SENATOR FAHY: It's a busy day of
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i ntroducti ons.

And pl ease al |l ow ne,
Madam President, to switch gears a little bit as
| rise to recognize in the gallery there the
Uni versity of Al bany Wonen's Basketball Team
which is -- if you' d rise for a nonment so we can
recogni ze you

It's led by Coach Colleen Millen.
And this was not planned, | assure you, but prior
to her service as coach to the University at
Al bany Basketball Team -- Coach Mullen, would you
j ust wave, please -- she coached for seven years
at West Point. So nmake note, fol ks, you nmaybe
recogni ze her, some of those with ol der siblings.

So she understands service and has
hel ped translate that into an anmazing team here
at UAl bany. Sixty years we've had this
basketbal | team but they have truly devel oped a
reputation as fierce and form dabl e opponents as
part of the NCAA Division 1 Anerican East
Conf er ence.

This year the Great Danes, under
Coach Mullen's | eadership, have had 26 w ns,
seven | osses, and a conference record of 14 w ns

and two | osses, which has allowed themto al so
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capture the American East regular season title.

The coach clearly has taught our
seniors in particular many skills, but overall
has noted -- the coach has noted, and | quote,
"the resilience and hard work that the team
denonstrates.” She particularly calls out the
seniors and this wi nning mndset that now
prevails throughout their chanpi onship.

|"d |ike to make special note of

Kayl a Cooper, who earned and has been naned the

Eastern Col |l egiate Athletic Conference First Team

Al'l - Conference Team Can you pl ease just wave
fromour gallery, please, Kayla.
So we're just incredibly proud to

have them And it is that type of strength and

service that we've just tal ked about all norning.

Sports | think teaches us | eadership, teaches us
resiliency, and teaches us a host of character
devel opnent .

So it is an honor to have them here
this nmorning. And if you would, | urge ny
col |l eagues to join in recogni zing again the
Uni versity at Al bany Wonen's Basketball Team

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

To our guests, the UAl bany G eat
Danes and your coach, | wel cone you on behal f of
the Senate. W extend to you the privil eges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease remai n standi ng and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
Senat or Addabbo's previously adopted
Resol ution 622. Please read that resolution's
title and recogni ze Senator Addabbo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 622, by
Senat or Addabbo, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim April 2025 as Si kh Awar eness
Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Good afternoon, everyone.

April is Sikh Awareness Mnth, and
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we take a nonment to recogni ze the positive
contributions of our Sikh residents within the
State of New York. Positive contributions in
busi ness, economics, the arts, agriculture,
education, and on even Wst Point Day, our U S
military.

We recogni ze their contributions
because they are part of the fabric of this great
state for many years -- over a hundred years.
And actually in New York we are second only to
California for the nost population for our Sikh
comunity. Roughly 78,000 residents of New York
are part of the Sikh community, many of which are
inny district in Rchnond HIIl. And I'm proud
to represent them

And so | amproud to introduce this
resolution. | vote yes. And Madam Presi dent,
actually give our guests here all the courtesies
of the house. Thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Cooney on the resol ution.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Addabbo, for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1810

bringing forth this resolution. Incredibly

i nportant that we recogni ze and cel ebrate our
Sikh culture in New York. O course from
Richnond Hill to Rochester, we know that the Sikh
community is of course a big, vibrant part of our
busi ness conmmunity, of our civic community, and
have been addi ng many contributions to the State
of New York for many years

| want to highlight one particul ar
constituent of mne who was recently el ected as
the first Sikh trial judge in New York State,
Judge Vi kram Singh Vil ku, who is serving as the
Bri ghton Town Justice and who is bringing great
pride to our Sikh conmunity not just here in
New Yor k but across our states.

W know t hat the continued
commtrment and spirit and faith of the Sikh
tradition will continue to generate a new
generation of Sikh-Americans who contribute back
to our state in so nany ways. And we're so
grateful to recognize this during the nonth of
April and during all nonths of the year.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yeah, very
briefly, Madam Presi dent.

| thank Senator Addabbo for his
description of the wonderful contributions of the
Si kh conmunity. | represent nmany of themin ny
district in Queens.

And we wel conme you to Al bany, and we
| ook forward to working with the entire conmunity
in the days ahead.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

To our guests representing the Sikh
community, | welcone you on behal f of the Senate.
We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
West Point Day resolution was adopted on
March 18th, and the Sikh resol uti on was adopted
on April 8th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Today' s
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resol utions are open for cosponsorship,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: At the
request of the sponsors, the resolutions are open
for cosponsorship. Should you choose not to
beconme a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam Presi dent, there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmttee at the desk. Let's take that
up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
fol |l owi ng nom nati ons.

As a menber of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, Blanca Lopez.

As nonvoting nenbers of the
Met ropol itan Transportation Authority:
Chri st opher Leathers and Edward R Val enti.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the report of the

Finance Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1813

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.

Senat or Krueger on the nom nations.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

So yesterday the three conmttees
overl apping jurisdiction held one neeting -- the
Finance Comm ttee, the Transportati on Comrttee,
and the Corporations Conmittee. And

We had a very in-depth interview
with the Westchester County representative, who
i s being renewed because of a change in county
executive needing to either nom nate again
sonmeone to serve or choose a new person. And
happily the new county exec chose to keep the
West chester County representative, and she did a
very fine job answering questions in the
conmi ttee.

And the other two we are supporting
today are actually required representatives from

| abor, both of whom were extrenely supportive.
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And we are grateful that all three
are willing to serve on the MIA Board, because
let's be honest: It's a lot of work and you take
a lot of crap for being on the MIA Board.
Sonmebody al ways has sone conpl ai nts.

So | amvery delighted that al
three are willing to continue their roles on the
MIA Board and take such inportant responsibility
for a mass transit systemthat is the largest in
the country. It's critically inportant to the
econony, not just of the 12 counties where the
MTA provi des services, but actually hel ps ensure
that the region of the New York City MIA counties
ends up being a bread basket for the econom es of
mul tiple states here in the Northeast.

So | amcertainly urging a yes vote
on everyone, and | again am al ways appreciative
that there are people out there who are talented,
skilled, have other jobs, and are still wlling
to serve the people of New York State through
their volunteer commtnment to such inportant
boards |i ke the board of the MIA

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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The question is on the nom nations.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
nom nations, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nom nees are confirned.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam President, there will be an inmediate
nmeeting of the Rules Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:23 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
12:32 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Let's take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

May we have sone order in the
chanber, please.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 3786, by
Senator Fel der, an act to anmend the
Educati on Law.

Bill ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept

the report of the Rules Commttee.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the Rules Cormittee
report please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
122, Senate Print 1919, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
141, Senate Print 904A, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
268, Senate Print 2071, by Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anmend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
436, Senate Print 4816, by Senator C. Ryan, an
act to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 120th after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 436, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
494, Assenbly Bill 565, by Assenbl ynmenber Paulin,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 494, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Giffo, Lanza, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
514, Senate Print 5600, by Senator My, an act to
anmend the Personal Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 514, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
519, Senate Print 5982, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 519, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Skoufis and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
531, Senate Print 4204, by Senator Conrie, an act
to anend Chapter 154 of the Laws of 1921.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
540, Senate Print 3690, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Lien Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 540, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, C. Ryan, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wei k. Also Senator Lanza.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
583, Senate Print 4867, by Senator Fahy, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
595, Senate Print 5286, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to amend the Lien Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 595, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Skoufis, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
611, Senate Print 490, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4 this act
shal | take effect imrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Under current |aw, survivors of
sexual -- child sexual assault nust recall exact
dates for every act of violence conmtted agai nst
them including if abuse occurred over a nunber
of years. Prosecutors are often forced to wal k
away from credi ble cases of child sexual abuse
when the child is not able to renmenber the
details required under the |aw to pursue charges.

This bill will exenpt children who
experience sexual m sconduct or predatory sexual
assault up until the age of 17 fromneeding to
specify every date abuse occurred as if it
happened -- or if it happened over an extended
period of time. It will ensure that child
survivors are not retraumati zed by the mandate of
pi npoi nting specific tinmes of repeated abuse and
t hat prosecutors can hold predators fully
account abl e.

Qur |laws nust reflect the -- our
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| aws nust reflect the reality of how trauma
wor ks, especially with the nuances of child
trauma. It's a necessary step to strengthen the
protections for vul nerable children and give
survivors the justice they deserve.

| thank ny col |l eagues for supporting
this bill, and | urge everyone to vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
614, Senate Print 2494, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act to anend the Gvil Rights Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
616, Senate Print 4389, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is a bill that we passed | ast
year. It was devel oped by one of my session
assistants a few years ago who had experience
with discrimnation based on col or blindness.

This will allow nore people to apply
and potentially beconme police officers and not be

just blanket disqualified fromthat job because
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of col or blindness.

So | hope this time around the
Governor will see her way to signing it into |aw,
and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Cberacker to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

As one who is color blind, | feel as
t hough | could speak -- 1I'Il use the word
intelligently on this bill, and | can tell you

that col or blindness really doesn't affect ny
everyday either interactions or the duties of ny
prestigious job as being a Senator. Although ny
wi fe woul d probably counter that it may have sone
effect on ny hearing. | can unequivocally tel

all here that it does not.

Senat or May, thank you for bringing
this bill forward. It is a great bill. Anything
that woul d i ncrease our ranks or potentially
i ncrease our ranks for those in any type of first
responder and/or |aw enforcenment is a good bill.

| want to thank you. And | also
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want to thank your forner staff that brought it
forward. It is something that | guess we don't
real ly think about ruch.

And the only other time | can tel
you that it was challenging was a trip one tine
into Syracuse. Up on Tipperary Hill, there is
one stop light that is not in the correct
position for those of us of color blindness. Top
| stop, bottom| go, mddle |I go very fast.

This one was inverted. So just --
woul d say it was always sonething that was
brought forward.

And | proudly, Madam President,
proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Oberacker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator O Mara to explain his vote.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| al ways appl aud Senat or May for
this bill because it really shows a coupl e of
things that we can do in this Legislature.

First and forenpost, as was said, it

is allow ng individuals who are color blind to be
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able to be police officers. And, you know, we
need to make sure that people that are willing to
serve us in the ranks of |aw enforcenent, that we
do anything we can to nmake sure we open that up
and create diversity. And diversity is -- you
know, diversity takes shape in many forns, and
color blindness is one of them

But one of the nobst inportant things
to me is that 21 years ago | started on a journey
in a different chanber as an intern nyself. |
interned for a second-term Assenbl ynenber, a guy
fromthe Bronx, and you -- it's a guy named Carl,
and he's the Speaker over there. And what that
internship taught ne for now Speaker Heastie is
that as an intern, not just com ng here and doi ng
perfunctory duties, that being a part of
sonmet hing to make your state inportant is
cruci al .

And when Liam canme from
Senator May's office to her and to nme with this
idea, it was sonmething | was ecstatic about
because to everybody listening, especially those
who are interning or fellows, you do nake a
di fference. Not you can, you do maeke a

di fference. Your presence in this building is a
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gift.

So continue to advocate, continue to
agitate and continue to come up with great ideas
like Liams law, for lack of a better term
Right? 1t was vetoed |ast year. | hope that the
Governor will, no pun intended, see the right
thing and nakes sure she sees to it that it is
signed so that folks |ike Liam and ot her fol ks
will benefit fromthis |egislation.

| proudly -- and hopefully for the
| ast time because it will be law after this --
vot e aye, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 616, voting in the negative:

Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
617, Senate Print 4466, by Senator Myer, an act
to anend the Gvil Rights Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 617, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
as nenbers of this chanber know, every Wdnesday
in this chanber is Wal czyk Wednesday. So --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: -- if we can
take the controversial cal endar up, please, and
| et Senator Wal czyk have his debate for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
141, Senate Print 904A, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: | risein a
ti me-honored tradition of this chanber,
Madam Pr esi dent .

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: | hope the
sponsor will yield for sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
spirit of time-honored tradition, will the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Absol utely,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So the Section 16A of this bill
is about reporting on utility investigations.
And | was reading through the | anguage here. The

reporting is to conmttee chairs, to the
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President of the Senate and to the Speaker of the
Assenbly, all of whom are Denocrats.

Wiy weren't any mnority |eadership
or rankers of commttees included in the
reporting requirenment here?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. It is very customfor us to
provi de reports to chairs of the rel evant
commttees. Certainly those reports are often
reviewed within the conmttee. And in this case
| believe the Senator is a part of the Energy and
Tel ecommuni cati ons Conmittee.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the
Public Service Conm ssion currently has the
authority to stay penalties, fees, interest

charges, some of the things that you're getting
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at here, even tenporarily suspending bills.

Have they failed in certain
i nstances, has the Public Service Conm ssion
failed in certain instances in the State of
New York in doing that, and that's why you're
proposing this |egislation?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President, while we're aware that the PSC
has this ability, they don't consistently use it.
So it's inportant to have a piece of legislation
like this one to provide that consistency.

There is precedent -- for exanple,
what happened with Central Hudson Gas & El ectric
in 2021, where over 8,000 custoners were billed
incorrectly, that those custoners were inpacted
and not intervene by the PSC to protect themfrom
certain fees.

So we are introducing this bil
because there has been a history here, and I'm
proud that we're providing that consistency for
all customers regardl ess of the case in question.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But in the
Central Hudson case, didn't the Public Service
Comm ssion actually do what you're proposing
here? Didn't they exercise their authority to
stay additional fees, penalties, interest
charges, term nations while the billing was
strai ghtened out on that issue?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This bill provides that at the
end of a case and determ nation, that custoners
are protected for 120 days fromtermnation, |ate
fees and penalties regarding the case. And once
the PSC has rel eased their report and determ ned
whet her or not the utility conpany is owed any of
t hose fees, then those custoners are required to
pay.

So while I will understand that the
PSC did intervene in part of the Central Hudson
case, there is a clear standard and consi st ent
standard being put forward in the process in this

bill.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1837

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion has acted under its authority
in order to do exactly what you're proposing
here, but we are codifying additional things in
| aw here, if your bill becones a law, in order to
make sure that they do those things, | guess.

And | want to talk to you about sone

of the things that you've proposed in the change

her e.

So for investigations for
conmbination utilities -- for exanple, a gas and
an electric utility -- if there's an
i nvestigation about the gas utility, will that

al so inpact the stay on fees for fees, penalties,
interest rates, termnations for the electric
charges under a conbination utility?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, this bill specifically addresses
residential gas, electric and steamutility
servi ces.

| f the conplaints that triggered the
investigation -- and for clarity, the threshold
for conplaints for the PSC to investigate has to
be over 25 individual conplaints or a
muni ci pality or Departnment of State submitting a
witten conplaint to DPS. You know, after this
happens, then if those conplaints are regarding
gas and electric, then yes, this would apply to
bot h of those services.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | want to talk
about your definition of investigations. You
used "investigations" a couple of tines.

My read of your legislation here is

that there's kind of two different things that
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could fall under the investigations category.
One is arate case that is brought to the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion, and another is fromusers or
muni ci palities under Section 71. That could be
25 users or one nunicipal leader that files with
t he Public Service Conm ssion asking for an

i nvestigation? Am | understanding that
correctly?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | appreciate the opportunity to
clarify the intent of this bill.

Thi s does not necessarily cover
routi ne proceedi ngs by the PSC and i s not
relevant to rate-setting. It is witten to
address only significant investigations with
broad inplications for consunmers. And it defines
i nvestigations as a formal proceedi ng conducted
by the conm ssion to exam ne the policies,
practices, rates, charges, services, facilities,
operations or nanagenent of a utility corporation
or to determ ne conpliance with any |aw, rule,
regul ation, order or tariff applicable to such a
utility corporation.

So the bill's intent is to protect

consuners fromthe inpact of nmjor systenic
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issues. But if a utility conmpany is going
through a routine rate case and followi ng all of
the relevant laws, then this certainly -- then

t hat process would go along snmoothly and this
bill would not be covering that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Ri ght, so that
answered half of nmy question. This does include
rate cases that woul d be considered an
i nvestigation. Wat about under Section 717
Does this also include 25 nenbers or users or a
muni ci pal official that could ask for an
i nvestigation fromthe Public Service Conm ssion?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | want to clarify billing
rates.

So if a consuner or custoner has

been incorrectly billed and over 25 of them have
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submitted conplaints, for exanple, and the
Department of Public Service, through an infornal
i nvestigation process, which on average | asts
eight to nine nonths, has determ ned that there
is a reasonabl e doubt around how those bills have
been set, then yes, those rates would be under
investigation. And to the nenber's question,

t hey woul d be covered under this bill.

But again, |arger rate cases and
routi ne proceedings are not within the scope of
this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But Section 71 of
the Public Service Law isn't just about price,
conplaints as to quality and price of gas and
el ectricity investigation by commssion. This is
the section of |aw that outlines 25 nenbers of

the public or a trustee of the village town or
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board, chief executive officer of a |egislative
body, et cetera.

| just want to nake sure that
Section 71 of the Public Service Law al so applies
here. |Is that called out in your bill?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, that is correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are you aware
that PSC rate cases take on average 11 nonths in
the State of New York?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Yes, | am aware.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So you're
proposi ng here, as one of those investigations, a
PSC rate case that for those 11 nonths the
utility could not charge late fees if sonebody
hasn't paid their bill, cannot charge a penalty,
cannot charge interest, and cannot disconti nue
service? |s that correct?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, there are currently two paths
for rate setting: A litigated process and a
settlenment track, which are outlined in law. If
the rate increase requested by the utility is in
conpliance with all applicable rules and
regul ations, then this process should nove al ong
snoot hl y.

However, the bill is not relevant to
how rate-setting occurs. But if there are
concerns about that process, |egislators of
course are wel cone to subnmit |egislation on that
i ssue.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But you do
acknowl edge that rate cases generally take about
11 nonths in the State of New York?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, that is correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t he
| egi sl ation that you're proposing here goes a
l[ittle bit further than just the tineline of the
11 nonths where there's a pending rate case --
call ed an investigation under your proposed
legislation. It also goes 120 days, four nonths

after that rate case would be settled, where the
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utility still could not charge |ate fees, charge
a penalty, charge interest or discontinue service
for any of the users.

Am | reading that correctly?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And this
| egi slation that you' re proposing today al so has
a requirement that the utility notify custoners
wi thin 10 days and post on their website within
three days of their filing for a rate case, is
t hat correct?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, that is in the bill

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the tota
anount of tine that sonebody woul d not have to
pay their electric or gas bill would be
15 nonths, a year and a quarter, while there's a
pendi ng rate case and then the effective
120 days? Am| reading that tineline correctly?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President, 1'd like to reiterate that this
is not about a standard rate case. Again,
routine rate cases are not part of the scope of
this bill.

But it is true, if billing rates are

in question for the investigation and the PSC is

under -- or investigating the utility, which
woul d qualify as a formal investigation -- which
again, I will reiterate, only happens after an

informal rate investigation of eight to nine
nmont hs where the Departnment of Public Service
reviews the conplaint and sees if they are
credi bl e and there should be a fornal
investigation. Only then are consuners protected
fromlate fees, fromtermnation of service, and

frompenalties.
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|'d also like to reiterate that this
bill does not encourage custoners or consuners to
not pay their bills. But certainly in cases
where they are being double-billed or billed at
hi gher rates, there nay be custoners who are
unable to pay the full amount required, and those
custoners should certainly not be penalized or
| ose service during that tine.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So to create a
formal -- as you were outlining, to create a
formul a under Section 71, the conplaint in
witing of not |ess than 25 custoners or
pur chasers of such gas or electricity, or upon
the conplaint in witing of the Departnent of
St at e.

So am | understandi ng 25 customers

of that utility could create and trigger the
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formal investigation that would kick this off?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Once nore, |'d like to clarify
that if over -- if 25 custoners or over submt
conpl aints and those conplaints are reasonabl e
and determ ned to be reasonabl e by the Departnent
of Public Service, then yes, once a formal
investigation is triggered, that is absolutely
possi bl e.

But again, there is an additional
review process, and this will only happen in
cases where there is a credi ble reason to have a
formal investigation.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But you can't
really determ ne whether it's credible until the
investigation is conplete. | think that's the

pur pose of the investigation.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1849

So when 25 custoners of a utility
conpany say, My rates are too high, | want an
i nvestigation, and they go to the Public Service
Commi ssion and file with the Public Service
Comm ssion, then there's an investigation.

And your legislation is requiring
that while that investigation is ongoing, they
can't term nate service, add any of the fees or
penalties or that kind of thing. Is that -- am|
readi ng that correctly?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Yes, if a formal investigation
is underway, while it's true that custonmers have
a responsibility to pay their bills, so do
utility conpani es have to provide tinely and
accurate billing.

So if there is a formal
i nvestigation, then yes, this bill would ensure
that those customers are not seeing termnation
of service if they are unable to pay those, you
know, unreasonable bills.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Al so enpoweri ng
t he Public Service Conm ssion to waive
term nations, back-billing, bills in arrears in
this legislation, is that correct?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Once the formal investigation
is conpleted, the Public Service Conmm ssion has
the ability to decide if those late fees,
penalties are due to the conpany or only due to
themin part.

But what's inportant to note here is
if the investigation results in a ruling in favor

of a utility conpany, then that utility conpany

will be nmade whole and the bills that were due to
themw Il be required to be paid fromthe
cust oners.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | appreciate you
saying that the utility conpani es woul d be nmade
whol e. Do you know how nany dollars in arrears
the utility conmpanies in the State of New York
are right now?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President, 1'd |like to be clear that "nmade
whole" is only if the ruling was in favor of the
utility conpany.

But to answer the nenber's question,
if he would like to share that with the chanber
he is welcone to share that nunber.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: $1.3 billion is
how much our utilities are in arrears right now.
Having interest, penalties, fees for people who
are currently not paying their electric bill
because their electric and gas bills are too

pricey because of the things that come out of
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t hi s chanber and the chanber down the hall and
are signed into | aw by the Governor.

Power production is not free.

Neither is transporting that power. The
custoners of the State of New York are feeling
that pain right now.

What this legislation does is it
allows 25 custonmers in a utility to file a case
with the Public Service Conm ssion in order to
not pay their bill for up to 15 nonths in a rate
case. So if there's a rate case pending with the
Public Service Conm ssion -- those generally take
11 nonths -- this bill tacks on another
four nonths.

And | know how this sounds at face

value. It sounds great. Everybody says, Well,
great, | don't have to pay ny electric or my gas
bill for 15 nmonths. That would be a | ot of

relief. But the conpanies are going to be nmade
whol e, is what the sponsor said. So at what

point and who is going to pay that electric bill?

They al ready have $1.3 billion in arrears.
Electricity is not free. It is
expensive to produce. |It's expensive to

transport. The same is true with gas.
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Yeah, | think I've nade ny point.
This -- yeah, 1've nmade ny point. All right,

t hank you, Madam Presi dent.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
CGonzal ez to explain her vote.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you so
much, Madam Presi dent.

| want to thank ny col |l eagues for
passing this very inportant piece of |egislation.
While | know that we are in a cost-of-1living

crisis, one of the driving factors is utility

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1854

costs. And when utility conpanies -- for

exanple, last year in the North Country, with
National Gid, and | believe certain nenbers of
this chanber in their own districts had the

| onest custoner satisfaction ratings because of
their inability to provide quality service. Wen
t hese i ssues happen, it is so inportant for those
consuners to have every possible protection in
this cost-of-living crisis.

So | think this bill is an inportant
step towards doing that. And it's certainly
reasonabl e and common sense to say if a utility
is under a formal and credible investigation,

t hat those consumers -- who of course will have
to pay if they are not ruled in favor of --
shoul d certainly have sonme sort of protection as
they struggle to keep up with their bills.

So | amso proud to have sponsored
this bill and certainly appreciative of this
chanber for voting. And of course | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
CGonzal ez to be recorded in the affirmtive.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
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nmuch.

| appreciated the debate. | am
voting yes on this bill.

My col | eague who | ed the debate
agai nst the bill does point out that there's an
enormous anount of utility debt out there. And
yes, utilities cost sonething. But the point of
this bill, as was clarified over and over again
by the sponsor, was these are actual
i nvestigations into overcharges, not sinply a
rate increase.

And the truth is nost of us have
constituents who are in an enornously difficult
situation trying to pay their nmonthly utility
bills and then of course falling into default and
even risking losing their electricity or heat,
whi ch can be a crisis for the famly.

And so this Legislature, this
government, has an obligation to nmake sure
everybody's following the rules of the road.
Make sure that utility rates are set
appropriately, that if there are investigations
they are conpl eted hopefully quickly. But if
not, we still need to make sure that our

consuners are protect ed.
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And there was just the point made
that it's expensive. | would say yes, and it
woul d be | ess expensive if we nove nore quickly
into green alternative energy -- solar, w nd,
geot hermal . That would actually hopefully
decrease everybody's utilities and decrease the
anount of noney people find thensel ves in default
on.

O course, unfortunately, we've al so
| earned that we've just |ost about $500 million
fromthe federal governnent, who's decided not to
continue the LIHEAP program which is critically
i mportant for |owincone New Yorkers, those nore
likely to fall behind on their utility bills as
wel | .

So we have a lot of work to do,
Madam President. But this bill is a good bill,
and | thank ny coll eague for sponsoring it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or WAl czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You can't just blame the Public

Servi ce Comm ssion and blane the utilities for
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the cost of electricity and gas in the State of
New York. You have to ook in the mrror and

| ook at the policy that you' ve passed in this
chanber.

The Enpire Center says that electric
and gas bills have already gone up 10 percent in
the State of New York because of the CLCPA, and
estimates at the low end by the Conptroller say
that the CLCPA's inplenentation is going to be
$340 billion. Were does that noney cone fronf

| f you don't even allow the
utilities to collect revenue but you require the
utilities to do the entire thing, how does that
mat h? It doesn't. They're already $1.3 billion
in arrears on bills now But this |egislation
says, Don't worry, once there's an
i nvestigation -- which 25 custoners can
trigger -- then nobody has to pay their bill and
we'll probably waive any |ate fees even if they
do have to pay their bill eventually.

And then you have the gall to go out
and say that we're trying to make electricity and
gas nore affordable in the State of New York
|''m not fooled, and neither are the residents.

They see it on their bill every single nonth.
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And | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk again to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you. To
explain ny vote on this bill.

You know, | think all of us get a
| ot of calls and concerns about various issues.
At the top of the list, probably the calls you
get are the affordability problem which we're
called to solve this year by the Governor and
many of mny col |l eagues on the other side have
tal ked about -- sone tal k about it, sone not.
Crimnal justice reform But right at the top of
the list is the rate increases in the cost of
energy for our constituents.

| get calls galore about that. And
| have to explain to them why did you -- they
say to me, Wiy did you increase ny electric rates
or ny gas rates or these rates? You know,
they're going up astronomcally. And they're
right, | think.

Then | have to explain to them we
have this thing called the Public Service

Comm ssion. Well, which legislators are the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1859

Public Service Comm ssion? Wll, they' re not
| egislators. | say they're facel ess bureaucrats,
because nobody knows them And out of nowhere
there's a rate increase, and now we're going to
i nvestigate them

| have a solution for this. And
this may be significant. You m ght want to
i nvestigate them How about this -- you took an
oath of office to protect the best interests of
your constituents, their health, their safety,
their financial well-being. This is a part of
101, 000 people leaving the State of New York in
the | ast census, about 3 mllion over the |ast
three or four years, nunber one in outmgration.

How about if we pass nmy bill pending
that says we ratify any rate increase that these
comi ssioners you appointed in there say is
justified. Then you can stand up and say, Well,
we need an investigation. O if you want to
i nvestigate you could say, yeah, we were
responsi ble for that, if you vote for it. O you
could say, Well, | didn't vote for that, and this
is the reason why.

Now, if you really want to sol ve

this problem pass ny bill, put your nane on it,
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and we'll do the job we were elected to do, not
facel ess bureaucrats --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, how do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. -- which you
bl ane themfor the rate increases --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, how do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO But it's you, who
were put here to protect --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, how do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. -- their
financi al best interests.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco to be recorded in the negative.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Madam Speaker,
t hank you very nmuch --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

SENATOR TEDI SCO -- for your
| eadership. You | ook wonderful in that blue
outfit today.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO. It is blue, isn't
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it? Oh, no, that was the other bill, color
bl i nd.

(Laughter.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 141, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: For the record,
Madam Presi dent, your suit is not even bl ue.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Maybe
he's col or blind.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
674, Senate Print 3786, by Senator Felder, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the

roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fel der.

Call the roll -- announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| think the menbers of this chanmber know t hat
today is Senator Felder's last day with us here
in the Senate.

He has served for a little over
12 years, if I"'mnot mstaken. And, you know,

the Senate has flipped sides in that tine, and
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sonmehow Senat or Fel der has not served one day in
the Mnority in this chanber.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: It's a uni que
di stinction.

But | will say that | appreciate
that he waited just a few extra nonths to | eave,
because he served six years with the Republican
conference and six years and three nonths here
with the Denocratic Conference. So | guess we've
had himfor |onger than you have.

But we do I think all, on both sides
of the aisle, appreciate his service, appreciate
hi s good hunor, his kindness, and all he has |ent
to this body as he enbarks on a new chapter in
his public service.

We're going to, by consent, give him
a few nonents to bid farewell to all of us. So
if you could please recogni ze Senator Fel der.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fel der.

SENATOR FELDER: Thank you.

During the 12 years that |'ve been
here, there were only two times that | spoke.

Once, one session, was -- it was about the need
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to hel p special -needs children. And the other
ti me was about the onerous bag tax.

In addition, the Ctizen -- | think
it's the Citizen Union, or one of the good
government groups, at one point for whatever
reason did a conputation on each nmenber, the
nunber of words each nmenber said during the
session. And I'd | ove you to guess who had the
nost words -- if you'd get it right,

Senat or Krueger.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR FELDER: | won the | east.

It seens that every session they
said that you were conpelled to say yes at the
begi nni ng of session when they said -- when they
start a session.

So I"'mgoing to nake up for it

t oday - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FELDER: -- if you don't
m nd.

So Psalm 145 -- in Psalm 145 it
says: The Lord is good to all, and Hi s nercies

are in all H s works.

About 25 years ago, the first tine
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ran for office, | asked a Hol ocaust survivor who
was a congregant in ny father's synagogue if he

could please pray that | win the election. And

he said, "Absolutely not." He said that "I1"]I

pray that you get what's good for you, not that

you win the election.™

And here | am just wanting to

thank -- you know, and | hope -- | apol ogize to
anyone | left -- leave out -- is, you know, al
t he people that have really -- you know, that

|"ve been able to have a wonderful relationship

with and even | aughed at the bad jokes that I
made.

So, you know, the people who run

session all the tinme and, you know, really just

get it noving, | thank -- | thank them

You know, | -- | -- ny -- ny staff,

Bryan Best and Peggy Cernmin; over the years,

Jay Bove and Rodney Powi s, and of course the

entire staff in Brooklyn and ny chief of staff,

Judah Wbhl gel ernter, who -- so | -- they've been

wonder f ul .

"' mnot going to, you know, explain

each thing why they're wonderful. |'mjust going

to thank -- thank, you know, the people that
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real ly appreciated having the relationship and
working with them

O course Majority Leader
Stewart - Cousins and the | eadership and her, you
know, staff that | work with and the | eadership
of Senator G anaris and all -- again, all the
staff, the Secretary of the Senate. And, you
know, all the staff |ike getting extra garbage
cans or things like that, which in governnent is
nonument al .

The Sergeants-at-Arns were
wonderful. And | would just ask that we pray for
Ben, who has been out and can use our prayers.
You know, |'ve spoken to him a nunber of tines.
On one hand, you know, | pray that he gets well.
On the other hand, he was too strict, really.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR FELDER: So we want him
back, but softer.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR FELDER: VW want hi m back
softer.

| mean, Tim who runs the | ounge,
| -- 1 don't think that |'ve ever gone into a

fancy restaurant with -- as nice and
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accomodating. And they give you shoppi ng bags
even if you don't pay.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FELDER: The nessenger
service, | mean, they're just wonderful. They --
and they will tell you that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FELDER: It's just really,
really very nice.

|"ve had -- you know, we've had
relationships with the custodians, who are |ike
secret -- you know, if you're here late at night,
you get to spend sone of your time with them
And | would not in any way try to convince you
that 1| was here late at night working. But | did
fall asleep on the couch one night, and the staff
was gone. And thank God one of the custodi ans
came in, and I -- you know, | left. | won't tel

you what ti ne.

And of course all of you -- | know
over the years many of -- many people who are
not -- you know, have just -- who left. It's

been, you know, just wonderful in different ways.
Sonmebody said to me, WII you m ss being here?

And | said, Absolutely not. | will not mss
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being here. But | will mss the people. Wth --
you know, w thout exception, | will mss the
people, all of you that |'ve spent sonme, you
know, time. And if you haven't spent sone tine
with me, we can make an appoi ntnment to do so.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FELDER: But it's --
wi t hout exception, wthout exception, it's
been -- it's been wonderful working with you.

So | just want to end by saying that
my not her, may she rest in peace, passed away
two, alittle nore than -- alnost three years
ago. And she was 102.

And she used to wake up very early
in the norning and pray. And towards -- towards
the end of her life, | used to see that when she
was done praying, she, you know, sort of |ike
added. And | finally said to her, "Ma, what --
what did you say?" She said, "I told God that
it's enough, he should please take ne." Because
she had a such a variety -- that's not the right
word -- of ailnments, she just wanted to -- as she
said, It's time to check out.

That's what she -- and she asked --

she asked ne and, you know, of course ny siblings
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to pray as well. | said, That | can't do.
Because despite the fact that I knew she was
suffering, there was no way that | would pray
that, you know, she'd |eave.

She -- she very often would spend
time tal king about the fact that it's critical
that if you | ove soneone, to tell themyou | ove
them 1It's not enough for that person to know,
especially, you know, in famlies and with
children growi ng up, you know, physical -- a
physi cal hug or sonething, of course, she used to
say that's even better. But if you can't manage
that -- and |'"mquoting her -- if you can't
manage that, she'd say you have to tell people
that you love them You nust renenber to tel
them 1It's not enough to indicate or do things
t hat show that you | ove them

So towards -- | would say it was
t hree days before she passed away, she -- she had
shut herself down. That's what the doctor said
to me. She was -- her eyes were closed, she was
not in cona. She just didn't want to eat, didn't
want to do anything. And she remained -- her
eyes renmai ned closed. No matter what | did, |

could not get her to open her eyes or say
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anyt hing. And, you know, that was the situation.

My ol dest daughter, who | believe
was her favorite grandchild, even though I have
many si blings who will claimotherw se, you know,
about this. But | believe that. So ny ol dest
daughter, who lives in South Jersey, said she's
comng to see ny nother, to visit ny nother in
the hospital. And | said absolutely not. | did
not want her to see ny nother in that condition,
you know.

And she said, "No, |I'mcomng."
said, "You know, it's one of the Ten
Commandments. " She said "Too bad." That's what
she said, "Too bad, I'mcomng." And of course
she did not listen, and she came. And | said,
“If you're coming, | don't want to be there when
you're com ng."

So about 10 mi nutes before she
arrived, she called. She said, "I'm 10 m nutes
away." So | left. 1 -- you know, | couldn't be

there to watch her see ny nother that way.

Anyway, she called nme fromthe

hospital and she said, "Ta, | don't know what
you're tal king about. | whispered into" --
"Bobe" is grandnmother. "I whispered into Bobe's
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ears, and | said, "Hi, it's Teporah. You know,
Daddy said that you won't open your eyes or talk.
But it's ne. You know, | know -- | know you're
going to talk to nme." That's what she said to
me -- to ny nother.

And ny not her opened her eyes and
| ooked right at her and said, "You don't -- you
don't really need nme to do it, because you know,
| keep on telling everyone that you have to tel
them you I ove them And you know how often |
used to tell you how rmuch I |ove you."

And ny nother didn't have | ong
conversations. You' d say "How are you?" And
she'd usually say "Is everything all right?" And
that was the end of the conversation. She would
say "I love you, bye," and that was it.

So she said -- says to ny daughter
that "You know how nuch | |ove you and how nuch
will always | ove you. Even after |I'm gone, don't
forget that that's so."

My daughter called nme and said, "Ta,
| don't know what you're tal king about. | just
had a | ong conversation with Bobe." So of course
| canme running. And | tried the sane, but was

not successful in getting her to say anyt hing.
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Sol -- 1 want to say to you that |
| ove you all, and |I hope that God gives you what
you need. Thank you.

(Sust ai ned standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk, Madam President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Thursday, April 10th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thursday, April 10th, at 11:00 a. m

Congratul ati ons and best wi shes,
Senat or Fel der.

(Wher eupon, at 1:27 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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