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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 7, 2025
11: 36 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
April 4, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, April 3,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Fernandez, on
page 15 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 380, Senate Print 1806, and ask
that said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senate

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1689

will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:37 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:42 a. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Can we pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 7239, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

Bill ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those

in favor of accepting the report of the
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Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7695 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7239, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 625.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER:
Substitution so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
625, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7695, by

Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
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appropriations for the support of governnent.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,

nay.
(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On to the
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controversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
625, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7695,
by Assenbl ynenber Pretlow, an act making
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Presi dent. Wuld Senator Krueger yield for
some questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Good nor ni ng,
Senator. Hope you had a ni ce weekend.

Here we are after a | ong weekend
after the | ast budget extender. Were are we in
getting a budget done today? Last week you
actual ly expressed sone optim sm about this week.

VWhere are we?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: It's a darker day
for me, Madam President.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: The world is
about to go into a world recession. The country
is literally on fire. | spent ny weekend
wor ki ng, going to a famly bar mtzvah and an
exciting protest. | don't know what
Senator O Mara did.

And yet |I'mhere today to say we
need to do another extender, and |'mnot sure
whet her there's any change since | ast week.
read the Governor's comments. She says she's in
no rush to get a budget done. It feels |ike
t hat .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATCR O MARA: Madam Pr esi dent
will the Senator continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, in fact
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believe | read over the weekend or at the end of
| ast week that the Governor said she'll call us
back here every other day or every three days to
get a budget done. |Is that what we're just going
to continue doing here and not make progress on
t he negotiation of a final budget?

W' ve got nine budget bills to go.
Have any one of those nine been finalized at this
poi nt ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

SENATCR O MARA: Madam Pr esi dent
will the Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What's the total
amount of this extender?

SENATOR KRUECGER: This is an
i ncrease of -- excuse ne. This bill provides
3.8 billion in appropriation authority to neet
payroll costs and allow certain paynents for the

Department of Health, the Departnent of Labor,
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and the Departnent of Veteran Affairs.

This is an increase of 1.8 billion
over |ast Thursday's extender, and it only goes
t hrough Wednesday.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So $1.8 billion to

get us through the next two days. So that's

roughly $900 million a day we're spending that we

don't have a budget done.
And the figures | have is of that
1.8 billion, nearly half of that is Medicaid,

over two days, of $860 million. Are we just
going to continue spending a billion dollars a
day and -- there doesn't seemto be any urgency

in getting this budget done.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | suspect if we had a conplete

budget done, or in the situation where we don't,
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we woul d be spending approxi nately the sane
anount of noney each day.

So the extender extends the |evel of
funding that were in the previous years for
things, but it doesn't add noney per se to what
we spend. It's sinply a continuation of that
spending on a daily or weekly basis until we have
a full budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | s there any
possibility in this budget that we could spend
| ess than was being spent at this tine |ast year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Hypot heti cal | vy,
of course. Yes, when you do a budget you
eval uate everything you' re spending. And
sonetimes there are decreases in prograns,
some -- but usually especially sinply because of

inflationary costs, we see an increase in al nost
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every programw th every new year.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam President. |f the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: But Senator, you
know, a budget is always a matter of priorities.
And we can certainly prioritize sonmething over --
somet hi ng new over sonething old or nore in one
area, less in another area. Yet we're just
continuing along spending a billion dollars a
day.

You know, that's not -- it's not
good governing. And | don't think it's what our
constituents want. They want us to be doing our
jobs. It doesn't feel like that that's been
bei ng done over this past three-day weekend since
the | ast extender we did.

Are there any table targets yet?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

Madam Pr esi dent . No, there are not.
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SENATOR O MARA: | s there any
schedul ed neetings of the joint budget --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are you
asking if Senator Krueger --

SENATCR O MARA: -- conference
conm ttees?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, are you asking if Senator Krueger --

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Are there any
schedul ed neetings of the joint budget conference
conm ttees?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Not that | know
of . But of course we've all just gotten into
town, are starting in session with the extender
bill, which | think we have to get done before
noon. And then | suspect we're all going into
conference, perhaps to |earn nore.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Madam President. That's all | have.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or O Mar a.

Senat or Hel m ng? No?

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Heari ng and seei ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Wal czyk for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Wal czyk for an introduction.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W are joined in the gallery here
today by the LaFargeville Grls Basketball Team
These Red Kni ghts brought hone the first-ever
LaFargeville Grls O ass D chanpionship, bringing
it back to the Frontier League. And not only was
their victory historic, but so was their
teamwrk, their camaraderie, their friendship,
and the service that they do in our conmunity and
t heir school each and every day.

| congratulate themon their
chanpi onshi p, ask that you do the sane, and
extend the courtesies and cordialities as you
wel come themto our chanber.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Wl czyk.

To our menbers of the girls
basketbal |l team award-w nners, please be wel cone
to the Senate chanber. W're here to acknow edge
and celebrate you. Please rise and be
recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Upon concl usi on
of session, there will be an i mmedi ate neeting of
the Majority Conference in Room 332.

And with that, | nove to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, April 8th, at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an i nmedi ate neeting of the Majority
Conf erence in Room 332.

On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Tuesday, April 8th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 11:51 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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