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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 1, 2025
11: 15 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 31, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Friday, March 28,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Cleare, | w sh
to call up Senate Print 115, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
276, Senate Print 115, by Senator C eare, an act
to amend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
reconsi der the vote by which this bill was
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the

fol | owi ng amendnent s.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1587

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Amendnments are
al so offered to the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills.

By Senator Jackson, page 10,

Cal endar 260, Senate Print 1892A;

Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal, page 12,
Cal endar 327, Senate Print 2706;

Senator G anari s, page 13,

Cal endar 338, Senate Print 2462;

Senat or May, page 20, Cal endar 479,
Senate Print 879;

And Senat or Hi nchey, page 26
Cal endar 563, Senate Print 600.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we're going to sinultaneously call a neeting of
the Rules Conmttee in Room 332 and take up the
cal endar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||

be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Committee in
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Room 332.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
201, Senate Print 2556, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
239, Senate Print 349, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Public O ficers Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
245, Senate Print 1787, by Senator Hi nchey, an
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act to anend the State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
353, Senate Print 1855, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
373, Senate Print 688A, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
451, Senate Print 2590, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
562, Senate Print 190, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Volunteer Firefighters' Benefit
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1592

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
590, Senate Print 947, by Senator Jackson, an act
to anend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 590, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Palunbo, Rhoads and
Vi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANO At this tine the
Senate will stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e

will stand at ease.
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(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:20 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11: 22 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Please take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER:  The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 7070, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill reports directly to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the

Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

(Laughter.)

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
620, Senate Print 7070, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
is there a nessage of necessity and appropriation
at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept

t he nmessage.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, the bill is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we nove to
t he controversial cal endar and begin with
Senate Bill 7070, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
620, Senate Print 7070, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of

gover nnent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

| was wondering if Senator Krueger
woul d answer a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

So we're here with an extender on
April 1st. The budget was due to be done
m dni ght | ast night. How |Iong does this extender
extend the operations of state governnent?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, till Thursday.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is the status
of the budget discussions at this point? W're
really not hearing nmuch of anything other than
rumor and i nnuendo in the nedia.

Can you give us and New Yorkers a
sense of where we are in the budget and when you
expect us to see budget bills and actually vote
on an actual budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | would love to be able to
answer the question "Wen will we see budget
bills?" | too read the press. So apparently the
Director of Budget for the Governor has said that
until such tinme as she resol ves a nunber of key
policy issues for herself, we're not continuing
di scussi ons about the actual budget.

So personally, that's quite
frustrating to ne. | think we can do both things
at once, but apparently that is not in the cards,
so | do not know the answer when we will actually
get to the budget bills.

SENATOR FELDER: (No mc.) 2027

SENATOR KRUECGER: | m ssed that.
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SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Does the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Just this
Senator, right?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, just
t hat Senator.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,

Senator O Mara, | yield to you.

SENATCR O MARA: What are the
policy issues, in your understanding, that are
out there?

|"ve heard of discovery reform and
|"ve heard of involuntary conm tnment being the

hang-ups. Are there others that you' re aware of ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe that
cell-to-cell -- excuse ne. Cellphones
bell-to-bell is continuing in discussion as well.

So | think those three things.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger yields to Senator O Mara.

SENATCR O MARA: Late | ast week or
maybe it was even over the weekend | saw in the
news Speaker Heastie saying they were waiting on
t he Governor to deliver |anguage on these policy
i ssues.

Do you know i f any | anguage on these
various issues has even been presented to the
| eadership of either the Assenbly or the Senate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | have no idea
what materials have gone back and forth in the
Assenbly. Cbviously I'min the Senate.

| know | had a neeting with the
Governor's people on Friday and asked for witten
proposal s and was told they were not avail abl e.
| don't know whet her anything since then has been
subnmitted to either house's |eadership.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Si nce these policy
i ssues are holding up all the other discussions,
as you said, | assune there are no table targets
yet, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,

Madam President, | believe that that is correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: When do you
antici pate us seeing budget bills?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Madam Pr esi dent
it's April Fool's Day, so | don't want to give
any hypotheticals that could then perhaps be used
as a way of accusing ne of naking a joke.

So absent the fact that | don't know
the answer, 1'Il just say | don't know the

answer .
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senator. And I'd be the last one to call you a
fool even if it is April Fools' Day. No -- no --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, thank you very nuch, Senator O Mara.

SENATCR O MARA: -- No worries --
no worries there.

On the extender itself, what is the
total anmount of dollars being allocated here?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The bill provides
$1.7 billion in appropriation authority to neet
payroll costs to allow certain paynents for the
Department of Health, the Medical Assistance
Adm ni stration Program the Departnent of Labor,
the Ofice of Mental Health, and the Depart nent
of Veterans' Affairs.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Madam President. |If the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | ndeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: My under st andi ng
of that total 1.7 billion is that 1.1 billion of
that is for Medicaid expenditures. Can you tel
us what period of tine that's covering?

SENATOR KRUEGER: One second.

Appr oxi mat el y one week,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So that is
ext endi ng paynments beyond the length of this
extender, which is Thursday. Wat -- or when do
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you expect us to see the next extender bill?
Wuld it be Thursday?

Because, you know, in ny experience
here, even if there was a conpl ete agreenent on
t he budget this afternoon, we wouldn't be done,
finished with it, printing and debating, by
Thur sday anyway.

So what's your expectation of having
to do another extender, and when will we do that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Senator O Mara
and | have both been in this town a |long tine.
t hink we have the sanme analysis. Even if sonmehow
we finished all the agreenments and di sagreenents
in the budget by this afternoon, we would not
have budget bills ready and in print and able to
be voted on.

So yes, | believe we will do another
ext ender on Thur sday.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam President. That's all.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

is closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Murray to explain his vote.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just want to point out as part of
this extender the portion here, the 350,000 for
state enpl oyee MIA nobility tax offset. |If this
is for three days, according to ny cal cul ati ons,
that nmeans the state's paying about 117,000 per
day to the MIA here.

As the budget negotiations continue,
| urge you to resist the urge to inpose nore of
an MIA payroll tax all across the region, as we
are paying -- as many feel -- nore than enough.
In fact, rather than filling the supposed gap
with nore noney from New Yorkers, and out of
t heir pockets, perhaps nmaybe some fi scal
oversi ght and proper managenent m ght be the way

to go.
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Over the past five years we | ost
alnost $4 billion to toll and fare evasion. Last
year set a record in overtime: $1.42 billion.
That's not on the workers; they're just doing
their job. That's on managenent. That's
m smanagenent .

So we pay in so many different ways.
Local governments pay. Conmunity coll eges pay.
Hospitals pay. This is all the MIA payroll tax
right now. Anyone with a cell phone right nowis
payi ng every single nonth. They're already
payi ng state and | ocal subsidies, fares and
tolls, New York Mansion Tax, internet marketplace
tax, for-hire vehicle surcharges, federal aid --
it goes on and on.

My point? W' re giving them enough
nmoney. It's time they clean up their act. So as
we're putting together the final budget, please
keep that in mnd. Gve New Yorkers a break
G ve Long Islanders a break

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Murray, how do you vote?

SENATOR MURRAY: " mvoting aye on

t he extensi on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: You're
voting aye on the extension.

SENATOR MURRAY: Yeah.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
239, Senate Print 349, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Public O ficers Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Skoufis, do you yield?

SENATCR SKOUFI S: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What budget bil
are we on?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, we're not on a budget bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, would the --

SENATOR SKOUFI S: We're on
Bill 349, | believe it is.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What is the
pur pose of this bill?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The purpose of this bill is
very straightforward. 1'Il note it's a bill that
you voted for a couple of years ago.

And it sinply extends the types of
entities that are subjected to FOL, specifically
those entities -- and I'mquoting fromthe bil
| anguage here, it's just a one-clause bill:
"Entities created by an agency that are governed
by a board of directors or simlar body, a
majority of which is designated by one or nore

state or | ocal governnent officials.”
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Was there a
particul ar problemw th any of those entities
that your bill |ooks to address that created the
concern and this legislation came out of that?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This has been, | would argue, a
pervasi ve problem both at the state governnent
| evel as well as the |ocal government |evel.

There's an Enpire Center report --
an organi zation | know you're famliar wth,
Senat or WAl czyk -- that outlines how the
Department of Health, effectively off-budget,
sends about a fifth, one-fifth of their budget to
a quasi - governnent organi zation called the
Heal t h Research, Inc., that the Departnent of
Heal t h conmm ssioner typically | eads, that is not

subject to FOL, for exanple.
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In your own district, the Watertown
Local Devel opnent Corporation. There are nany
LDCs around the state that are not subject to
FOL but facilitate mllions -- if not many nore
dollars than mllions -- of taxpayer funds to
| ocal projects that are not subjected to FOL.

And so |'mactually surprised you
have not heard that this is an issue or problem
fromyour taxpayers, in your district and every
district that wants to know where their noney is
goi ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The question was
about the onus of this legislation. Were did
the idea come from and what problem when it was
i ntroduced, were we trying to address? This has
been around since 2015, '17, sonmewhere in there,

right?
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | believe it's been around since
2013. This chanber has passed it nmany tines.

And for nyself, the instance that
comes to mnd that pronpted ne to take sone
action on this particular problem is in
Orange County there was an LDC forned by the
county governnment to skirt the Freedom of
| nformati on Law as they sought to sell off a |
bel i eve century-old public county-owned nursing
home. That effort ultimately did fail.

But, you know, we all have, if
you're paying attention, we all have | ocal
i nstances vis-a-vis LDCs or other types of
wor karound entities that we can likely all speak
to.

And then nore recently the Conmmittee
on Open CGovernnent specifically reconmended that
we take this action as well.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: My under st andi ng
is that the onus for the original introduction of
this bill had to do with nonprofits that were set
up as real estate arns for things |ike SUNY
Pol ytechnic Institute, and that the Cuono
adm ni strati on had awarded contracts, there were
canpai gn donations in question. There was a | ot
of reporting about it.

Wuld the legislation still inpact
t hose types of situations?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Broadly, yes.

You know, you made reference to |
t hi nk SUNY Poly, which obviously dealt with --
this is going back a decade or so ago -- a series
of alleged corrupt acts. And yes, this bil
woul d broadly apply to entities |like that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | know it's going
back a decade, but many will renenber the
headlines. The U S. Attorney was actually
i nvestigating sone of these things when it cane
to i nproper bidding, bid rigging, nenbers of
boards not having any accountability. And
Governor Andrew Cuonp at the tine said, "I don't
have any control over any of these boards."

Wuld this bill still address those
situations?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |[If the entity is established by
an existing agency or governnment, state or |ocal,
and the state or |ocal governnment is appointing a
majority of the board nenmbers to that entity,

t hen yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You said state or
| ocal. So Governor Cuono is now running for
mayor of New York City. This will also inpact
New York City as well?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this
continue to be a pervasive problemw th the
Hochul administration in a |ot of these
i nstances?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | don't think this is a new
probl em that any admi nistration is creating.
This is a decades-long, very |longstanding issue.

And | ook, some would |ikely argue

this is not a problem | amarguing that it is,
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and that's why we're taking up this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You know, at the
start of this debate you reninded us that we've
passed this many times. |'ve voted for it in the
past, and | hope that it does becone |aw |
think it's very inportant to have that
accountability.

W' ve passed this the |ast four
years in this chanber. Wat's going on in the
ot her house? Wy hasn't this been taken up in
the Assenbly at all?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | think that's a wonderfu
guestion and | would |love to know the answer as
wel | .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Vell, | was
hopi ng to get sone kind of feedback.

As you're the sponsor of it, I'm
sure that you have sone interest in seeing it get
t hrough the other house. |I|s there sonething we
can do in a bipartisan fashion to assist? O are
there sone issues with the Assenbly over there?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Broadly, | believe that there
are some in the Assenbly that don't want to | ose
the ability for | ocal governnents to have access
to these workaround entities.

And again, | would argue that is a
probl emthat we should all be seeking to address.
And so | certainly wel cone your or anyone's
support with the other chanber in an effort to
try and get themto take up this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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any ot her

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
Senators wishing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

act shall

Read the | ast secti on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

take effect on the 90th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw

roll.

the result

i s passed.

readi ng of

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
S.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
t oday' s cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any

further business at the desk?

no further

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, April 2nd, at
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3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
April 2nd, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 11:40 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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