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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 19, 2025, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 18, 2025, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good
afternoon -- norning, Madam President.

On behal f of Senator Stavisky, on
page 25 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 458, Senate Print 4892A, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 493, by
Senat or Fernandez, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Fer nandez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 493, by
Senat or Fernandez, mnenorializing Governor Kathy

Hochul to proclaim March 2025 as Probl em Ganbl i ng
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Awar eness Month in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

March is Probl em Ganbl i ng Awar eness
Mont h, and today we are passing this resolution
to nmenorialize the national awareness of this
concern. As ganbling has becone nore accessible
t hrough online gam ng and with possible
expansi ons of casinos, we need to nake sure that
we're very aware of the problens that stil
remai n anongst those that may be harned. This
i ncl udes young peopl e, ol der people, anybody
could be at the concern of problem ganbling.

So | also want to identify that we
have taken serious neasures in the state as we've
advanced online ganbling. One percent of those
revenues goes towards ganbling addiction
services. And in our one-house resolution we
propose a 2 percent -- a 1 percent increase,
making it a 2 percent to put further funds into
t he resources needed to hel p New Yorkers conbat
ganbl i ng addi cti on.

So | thank this body for bringing
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the resolution to the floor, and to support.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Good nor ni ng.
And t hank you, Madam President. Good norning,
all.

| want to thank my good friend and
col | eague Senator Fernandez for this resol ution
on Probl em Gam ng Awar eness Month for the nonth
of March.

And | do want to highlight something
t hat Senat or Fernandez nentioned. New Yorkers
are gamng -- they are ganbling, let's not be
nai ve about this, they are ganbling in other
states. But worse is that nore and nore so, they
are ganbling online illegally. [It's accessible.
Sonetimes it's targeted towards m nors.

And so all the nore reason why we
deal with this issue as a body, that we regul ate
gami ng in New York. Because when you regul ate
gami ng in New York, you rmake it safer for
New Yorkers. And you also put our state in a

far, far better position to help an individual
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who not only has an addiction but, nore
inmportantly, is on their way to having an
addi cti on.

It is critical that we catch an
i ndi vi dual before they get an addiction.
Pre-addiction is critical. And you only really
can do that if you regulate it.

| want to thank those that are in
our state providing these prograns. The New York
Council for Problem Ganbling, Safe Foundati on.
And others are gani ng operators who operate their
busi ness in New York and have prograns within
their operation. | want to thank the operators
who do business in New York for helping us with
t he addi ction issue.

But once again, | want to thank ny
good friend and col | eague Senator Fernandez for
this resolution, on which I'Il be voting aye.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 18t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
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previ ously adopted Resol uti on 496, by
Senat or Hi nchey. Please read that resolution's
title and recogni ze Senator Hi nchey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 496, by
Senat or Hi nchey, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMirch 17-23, 2025, as
Agriculture Wek in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hi nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Happy Agriculture Wek. It's
i npossi ble to overstate the inportance of
agriculture to New York and our world. But as
chair of the Senate Agriculture and Food
Commttee, I'Il give it a try.

Every part of our lives connects
back to agriculture. The food we eat and the
drinks we enjoy, that's agriculture. The clothes
we wear, that's agriculture. The furniture we
use, that's agriculture. Footballs and
basebal | s, those are agricultural products. The

music we |isten to; many of those instrunents
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come fromagricul ture.

For an industry that sustains so
much of what we | ove and need to survive,
agriculture deserves our continuous support and
protection.

New York is unique in the sense that
our farmers grow and produce what's called the
full plate -- fromfruits and vegetables to
grains, neat and dairy, we |ead the Northeast in
ag production, generating $85.8 billion in
econoni c inpact, and we have over 30,000 farnms,
nostly small and famly-run. Because of their
wor k, we are nunber one in yogurt, sour cream and
cottage cheese, nunber two in maple syrup, apples
and cabbage, nunber three in grapes and snap
beans, and nunber four in squash.

For nost New York farmers, the job
i s about continuing a |l egacy passed down through
generations. It runs in their blood, and they
want to see that |egacy continue for generations
to cone.

From the Hudson Valley to
Long Island, fromBuffalo to Brooklyn, and the
North Country to the Southern Tier, |'ve seen the

| ove that goes into growi ng food, caring for
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I ivestock, stewarding the |and, and feeding
peopl e.

That econoni c inpact nunber |
nmentioned earlier is significant, but I want to
cl ear up any m sconceptions. No farner in
New York is in this business to get rich. CQur
| ocal farns are small operations, not corporate
giants. They don't control the prices of what
t hey grow, because farnmers are price takers, not
price makers.

| have a local farmthat was
actually offered to grow fresh strawberries for
one of the large grocery chains in our state.

But when the grocery chain told them what they
woul d pay for those strawberries, that didn't
even cover the cost of production. That grocery
store chain found cheaper options in other
states, and that farmactually no |onger sells
fresh strawberries.

Qur farmers take on all the risks
and have to accept whatever price the narket
dictates, even if it's a loss. Farmng can be a
difficult, |abor intensive, and an often
t hankl ess job. Yet farners and farmwrkers press

on because they believe in what they do.
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| couldn't be nore proud of the work
that we are doing in the Legislature to fight for
our farmers and farmwrkers and to help get fresh
food into the hands of nobre New Yorkers. This
wor k has been nore inportant. Last week our
federal administration told our country that
supporting Anerican farners and feedi ng hungry
kids are not inportant under this new
adm ni stration. They canceled $1 billion from
USDA prograns that provide fresh |ocal food to
school s, childcare centers, and food banks.

Then the House proposed cutting
$12 billion from CEP, the Community Eligibility
Program which is the program we' ve been
bol stering to hel p get universal school neals
across our state. That's right, the federal cut
coul d jeopardi ze school neals for over 900, 000
New Yor k students.

But we run things differently in
New York, and we should be proud of that. |In our
state, few initiatives have such strong
bi parti san support as our food prograns --
specifically, programnms that connect | ocal
farmers, students and famlies. W see the

positive inpacts of these initiatives every day,
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i ncluding our "farmto food bank" program
Nouri sh New York

At the height of the pandemi c we saw
the lines at |ocal food banks grow exponentially,
wi th people newy dependent on food across the
state and others who were already struggling.
During that time many farmers lost up to 50
percent of their markets as schools, restaurants
and hotels shut down. Tragically, produce was
left torot inthe fields, fruit dying on the
vine, and m |k was dunped because supply chains
were shattered.

This | oss has a dom no effect on
their ability to take care of their enployees and
their famlies. But during this dark tine,
Nouri sh New York energed as a beacon of
bi parti san state support, addressing food
insecurity while providing critical revenue for
farmers. W codified this programin state |aw
wi t h unani nous support from both | egislative
houses.

Regar dl ess of where you |ive or what
side of the aisle you're on, there are sone
things we all know to be true. |If farmers keep

| osing markets, they can't stay in business.
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Teachers can't teach hungry kids when they can't
focus. And no parent should have to choose

bet ween feeding their famly and keeping the
lights on.

Wi | e Washi ngt on abandons far mers,
we are forging new | ocal markets, |ike expandi ng
the Farmto School program so students can get
fresh, local food at breakfast, |unch, and snack
time. As federal cuts threaten school nea
progranms, New York is on the verge of becom ng a
true universal school neal state.

Wil e the USDA freezes grants and
| oans al ready contracted with farners for
conservation and energy projects, we're working
to increase capital funding to help farners keep
their operations resilient and cost-effective.

Wi | e Washi ngt on pushes policies
that benefit large corporate farns, New York is
fighting for our small famly farms. We're
hel pi ng new farnmers start new busi nesses, hel ping
| ongstanding farners |lower their costs, providing
wor kf orce support and protecting farm and.

In New York, we know that if we do
right by our farners, we protect one of our

greatest strengths, a stable |ocal food supply
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and | ocal businesses that actually care about the
comunities that they operate in.

This work, as | said before, has
never been nore inportant, and | want to thank
all of my colleagues for joining nme in standing
up for New York agriculture, which supports al
of our conmmunities.

Thank you, and Happy Agriculture
Week.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| certainly was going to rise to
tal k about Ag Week and what a wonderful thing it
is, and we do good bipartisan things here. But,
you know, | can't let this discussion go
unanswer ed when we start tal king about how
New York does things differently. W do.

We send damagi ng | egi sl ati on not
t hrough the Agriculture Conmmttee, but through
t he Environnental Comm ttee or the Labor
Comm ttee, that harms our farners. W do things

i ke, you know, incentivize themto grow sol ar
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panels instead of food to feed New Yorkers. W
do that right here in this chanber by supplying
nore and nore subsidies, taxpayer subsidies, to
do things that ultimately are bad for farners
because it eats up valuable farmland. That's how
we do things differently here in New York State.

So what do we do for our farners?
Well, we told them You can't buy these seeds --
even though these seeds are pretty much safe
according to everybody else -- but you're going
to have to buy these seeds, which are nore
expensi ve.

W tell thema lot of things: How
they're going to deal with |abor, overtine. Dd
that go through the Ag Commttee? It did not.

New York is an ag state. | grew up
on farms. My grandfathers farmed the land. |
grew up thinking that New York State was an
agriculture state. | |learned, when | went other
pl aces, that people think of New York State as
New York City. They don't understand that we
have hundreds of thousands of acres of farnl and.
And those things are under threat here in
New York State -- invasive species, all the other

t hings that have had a negative inpact on
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agriculture.

But the biggest threat to New York
agriculture is what happens right here in Al bany.
That's why we're losing farns at a record pace
here in New York State, twice the rate of the
nati onal average.

|"m here to support agriculture. |
don't like when | see interference in what is
basi ¢ busi ness, being able to feed people. But |
al so believe that our hands are not clean here.
And to point fingers when we're cel ebrating
agriculture is counterproductive.

So | stand with agriculture, | stand
with farmers, | stand with those fol ks that
actually | ose noney to provide food. But | don't
stand with politics that nakes it inpossible for
farmers to do the job that they need to do, which
is provide food.

No farms, no food. New York State
is an ag state. And | am proud to have an
agriculture heritage in ny famly.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Tedi sco on the resol ution.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO. Well, |I'm proud
to stand up today with ny coll eagues publicly,
with this resolution, to salute our famly farns,
small, mddle, large farms in New York State. As
has been said, they have a nunber of chall enges
inthis state, which all of us should be
cogni zant of trying to overconme in many ways.

They're doing nore with less. And
there are a lot of regulations, a |ot of
mandates. But they put the food on the table for
us, which is so inportant. This is sonething we
do today, salute Agriculture Day, salute our
famly farns. Probably sonething we shoul d say
when we say our prayers either in the norning
when we get up, or before we go to bed: Pl ease,
help these farners, the famly farmers who
provide this food and serve us so well in this
state, to be able to continue. | nean, they're
bei ng chal |l enged by industries where they want to
develop their |and and put sol ar up.

And, you know, it's a tenptation
because they're breaking even sonetines, they're
not even naking a profit sonetines. But they
| ove what they do. They |love the history.

And | couldn't be prouder today to
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know -- and several of ny coll eagues on our side
of the aisle who are sponsoring the bill that
we -- | authored and we sponsored, several of ny

col | eagues, in a bipartisan way with one of our
ot her col |l eagues and several of the colleagues in
the New York State Assenbly.

You know, we have this tax credit
that we've provided and put in place, and it's
fantastic for their machinery, the tractors, the
fertilizers, all the equi pnment they need to
devel op the products, to get it to market so they
can sustain the work they do.

VWhat we didn't provide is the
wor kers that could help themdo that, an
incentive for them because a |ot of people | ook
at a farmand say, Jeez, that's a trenendous
anount of hard work. 1'mlooking for a job, but
|"mnot sure | want to work on a farm because |
see the chal | enges they have.

Wel |, when we open that particul ar
tax credit up to our farmers, which is the bil
that | authored, several of ny coll eagues
sponsored here, it's sponsored in the Assenbly,
and we provide an incentive for a tax credit for

housi ng devel opnment for our small famly farns
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and our farmers in New York State. |'m proud we
took the initiative to put that into |egislation,
to have it in both houses.

And |'m al nost as proud that the
Governor, who didn't put it in, but this house
put it this, and the house on the other side put
it in the budget.

Holistically, | can't say a lot for
the size in the budget itself. |It's not going to
solve that problemof affordability. But |I'm
proud you took our legislation and put it into
this budget to provide that tax credit for small
busi nesses, nedi um busi nesses, |l arge farm
busi nesses in the State of New York so they can
continue to get the workers that can try to
overcome all the things Senator Borrell o was
tal ki ng about, and Senat or Hi nchey was tal ki ng
about, so we can help themovercone it. Because
if you don't bring the workers onto the farnms,
you don't get the product and the produce out to
the market, they don't survive.

And it's a real challenge for them
They woul dn't have brought it to this body and
said, Help us have an incentive to get workers to

want to work on our farnms so we can get that
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product to the public and we can sustain
our sel ves.

W reacted to that. W put the bill
in place. And I'mproud that it's in the Senate
budget and it's also in the Assenbly budget. |If
there's anything we fight for in this body before
t hi s budget beconmes actuated and in place, it's
to keep that tax credit so they can have the
workers in place to get that food to the
mar ket and they can rejoice in the fact that they
can keep a famly farmand the great history
they've had in this inportant agricultural system
that we have in this state.

So I"mvery proud that it's in the
budget right now, that we authored it. And I
salute all those farnmers out there, all the
famly farns, all the individuals who work on
those farms. And when it gets in place, | urge
you out there, if you're looking for a job that
makes a difference in New York State, go to work
for one of our famly farns. It would be
fantastic.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | rem nd ny
col | eagues, Madam President, that this is a
resolution to celebrate Agriculture Wek. There
will be plenty of opportunity for policy debates
as we going through the session. But let's try
and keep our coments on the resolution.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Who knew that this type of
di scussi on woul d grow out of a resolution for
Agricul ture Week?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: But in all
seriousness, if -- | know we're not debating the
policy, but no majority has been nore responsible

and responsive to the needs of making sure that

we continue the growh -- no pun intended, |
prom se you this time -- of agriculture in this
st at e.

But when | originally raised ny
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hand, and | will go back to that point, | wanted
to tal k about how i nportant food is to everything
that we do. And there was sonething that
Senat or Hi nchey said, that Senator Murray has
al l uded to, that many of our coll eagues have
al l uded to about food and hungry chil dren.
|"mgoing to use ny tinme to talk
about if we don't feed our kids, if our children
are not nourished, they cannot function. |f you
cannot drive a car without gas or an electric
vehicle without a charge, how can you expect a
child to I earn, how can you expect a child to
reach the levels that we want themto reach in
soci ety?

So when you're tal king about
agriculture, it's nore than just, you know, the
upstate trip that ny -- like as far -- |ike when
| was younger, the furthest we ever went was
appl e picking, Madam President. | thought that
Newbur gh, New York, was the North Country.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: | thought it was
t he outpost of America. | thought it was as far
as you can go in New York

But being a nmenber in this body has
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taught me one great thing about this great state,
is that there's a great state everywhere in

New York. And there are so many great different
small famly farns, large farns, in agriculture
that we rely upon in this great state.

And so apples to apples, oranges to
oranges, |I'mgrateful to be in this state and
havi ng been a part of this majority that is
really showing the focus that, like, food is
essential to the way that we live. | know that
sounds cliche, and it sounds |ike sonething
rat her perfunctory to say. But you ever talk to
a really hungry kid? You ever seen a really
hungry kid, a really hungry person in their
inability to function in their job, in their
school, in life and in general ?

We have to nmake sure we continue to
feed New York. And this is the reason why
Agriculture Week is inmportant, Agriculture Mnth
is inmportant, anything agriculture-related is
important. And | salute our chair and the
sponsor of this resolution and all of ny
col | eagues. Regardl ess of whatever you believe,
if you believe in food and famlies and farnms, |

stand with you today.
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| vote aye on the resol ution,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Stec on the resolution.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This resolution certainly goes to
speak to our |ove and affection for our
agriculture sector in this state, obviously one
of the nost inportant and | argest contributors to
our state's econony.

However, as some of ny coll eagues
have pointed out, we are sending m xed nmessages
and the activities that we're doing here are not
benefiting our farns. Wen | was a kid grow ng
up, on the occasions of Christmas, nmy dad's
birthday or Father's Day, ny sister and | would
run in: "Dad, Dad, we |ove you, we |ove you."
And he used to say sonmething | thought was a
little odd as a kid, but the older | get, the
nore | appreciate his wisdom He said, "Don't
tell me you | ove ne, show ne you |love ne."

So it's nice that we're pausing

today to tell our farners that we | ove them but
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t hen when we | ook at the legislation that comnes
out of Albany, it certainly doesn't show that
love. W're piling on costs to our farmers. A
| ot of our farners are dairy farmers. It's
i mportant for us to renmenber, they are price
takers, not price makers. They don't get to pass
al ong the costs that we pass on to themonto the
consuner. They eat it, or they lose it, and they
go under. Workers' conp, m ni num wage,
unenpl oyrment i nsurance, exorbitant and rising
energy costs, telling them what seeds they can't
use despite the fact that the rest of the planet
is using these seeds but they're not good enough
in New York State. O certain pesticides that
are widely used everywhere el se on the planet and
tested in other very blue and environnental ly
m nded states, yet not good enough in New York
St at e.

Al these things, it's a death of a
t housand cuts that we are risking with our farms.
Again, in particular the dairy industry, they are
price takers, not price nmakers. They can't pass
t hese costs along. They're conpeting with the
M dwest. And the Mdwest, if they don't pile

t hese costs on, then guess what? Qur farners
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aren't conpetitive. Qur farmers | ose noney, our
farmers cl ose.

And the last thing that | think any
of us want to see happen to an industry that we
say we love is to see those beauti ful
agricultural fields get turned over to solar
farmns.

So again, while it's inportant to
t hank and honor our agriculture sector here
today, we need to look in the mirror. And are we
telling themthat we |ove themor are we show ng
themthat we |ove then®?

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Fahy on the resol ution.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you.

|'d be remiss if | didn't stand
today as the daughter of two farners in some ways
who never really recovered fromleaving the farm

And I"'mremnded that if | |earned
anything fromthem it was this profound,
prof ound respect and love for the land. Land and
water, and as well as |learning hard work from

them and a dedication to the | and.
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|"mvery proud to be a new committee
menber of the Ag Cormittee and am proud to
represent many anmazing farns in the
46th District. The -- one of them | was
speaking to one of the farms, the nmanager | was
speaking to just a week or so ago, and that is a
bel oved and renowned farm | ndian Ladder Farm

There's a | ot of nervousness and a
| ot of apprehensi on about what is going on right
now despite the investnents that |I'm so proud of
t hat have hel ped fuel Nourish New York, hel ped
grow our school lunch and breakfast prograns.
But they're nervous with the cuts, the
billion-dollar cut on food purchases, the
threats -- the $12 billion threat on the
comunity eligibility program the CEP, the
threats with the tariffs on the potash tariff on
just even one, one itemthat is threatened, which
is the potash fertilizer that we inport from
Canada. So threats on what that will do to the
price of food.

So there is a tremendous nervousness
out there. And yet we have to rem nd oursel ves
t hat despite that nervousness, we have to

continue to invest in our farnms, we have to
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continue to expand good healthy clean food and
cl ean water, especially in our schools. Well
before I ever heard of Nourish New York, nmy
father was a little obsessed with fresh foods,
fresh vegetables and fresh fruit.

So it is inmportant that we continue
to grow those farners' narkets, continue to
expand despite the head wi nds that we are facing
every single day at the national level. And I
think it's inportant to rem nd oursel ves of that
today as we cel ebrate Ag Wek.

Farms do matter. And | learned this
the hard way, |I'mafraid: Good food is good
nmedi ci ne. So when we pronote good food, when we
expand access to good food, we are by definition
provi di ng good nedi ci ne.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Murray on the resolution.

Senator Martins on the resolution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, there is one fact -- and |

think we can all agree on that -- it's that the
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greatest environnentalists in the state and in
the world are our farners, who care deeply about
the soil and deeply about the tradition of
farmng in our state.

As many of ny coll eagues have sai d,
" m al so one generation renoved from farm ng.
It's tradition in nmy famly going back, frankly,
for many generati ons.

But | wanted to dispel some nyths
here in the room because | heard about farm ng
in upstate New York and the Hudson Vall ey and
Western New York and the North Country. Well,
| adi es and gentl enmen, ny coll eagues, the reality
is nowhere is farmng nore vibrant, alive and
nore of a contributor to our state econony than
right on Long Island, certainly on the East End
of Long Island, with the farns that we have
t here.

And | want to take the opportunity
not only to celebrating Agriculture Day and
under stand how i nportant that is, but also remnd
everyone that we find agriculture everywhere in
all four corners of this state, and that's
sonmet hing that we should cel ebrate. Because it

is critical to the DNA of our state, farm ng is.
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And we shoul d enbrace -- all of us, both sides of
the aisle, when we decide policies, also
prioritize those policies that actually nake

it -- frankly, make it so that our farners are
mul ti generational farmers, can continue to
survive in a state that is ever nore difficult
for people to do business in.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | rise in support of this
resolution. | thank the sponsor for introducing
it. To dovetail off of Senator Martins
comments, while Long Island is often viewed as
Al bany's ATM it is also well known -- it should
be well known that Long Island is one of our
primary farm ng regions.

And just sone of the nunbers
Long Island is actually the home of 592 farns,
89 percent of which are fam|ly-owned. There's
over 31,000 acres of farm and right in Nassau and

Suf fol k County.
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And as we pause today to celebrate
our farmers and the amazing work that they do in
providing for all of us, we do have to -- and by
the way, | want to nention Long Island farns,
nunber one in aquacul ture, nunber one in
horticul ture, nunber one in wineries -- we
actual ly have 69 wi neries on Long Island.

But as we pause today to cel ebrate
our farmers, instead of turning our eyes down to
Washi ngton, let's focus on what we're doing right
here in this chanber to make it nore difficult
for these farmers to be able to do their job,
stay in business. And let's rededicate ourselves
to pronoting the cause of farm ng.

Happy Ag Week, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise, first of all, to thank the
sponsor for this resolution and our -- and the
Senate for supporting agriculture in as nmany ways
as it does.

| al so represent Cayuga County,
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which is the | argest producer of agricultural
products in the state. And I'mvery proud to
represent this county. | wanted to -- and al so
|"m proud to be the nother of an aspiring farner,
one of the young farmers conming up to try to
rejuvenate agriculture in this state.

But | wanted to raise one additional
way that we're supporting agriculture that
Senat or Hi nchey didn't nention, but | think we
need to lift it up, and that is agricultural
research. W do a lot in our one-house budget to
support research, to support Cornell Cooperative
Ext ensi on and the many university research
progranms around this state. Again, at a tine
when they are under threat fromcuts fromthe
federal governnment, |'mproud that we're
supporting them

This research is critical to
agriculture. It includes devel opi ng new seed
varieties that can withstand a rapi dly changi ng
climate, new ways to deal with biosolids and
runoff fromfarns so that farmers can do their
jobs and not be in conflict with the health of
our | akes and wat erways. New grape varieties

that are resistant to various pests and ot her
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threats, so that farners don't have to use as
many pesticides on them

New ways of storing and preserving
m |k products. Cayuga MIlk is a cooperative mlk
processi ng concern that is very successful. But
it depended on a | ot of research to get where it
iS.

Fi ber production. W are figuring
out through research a nunber of ways to take
New York State fiber and really create a
scal ed-up industry that can produce fabrics and
other materials fromthe fibers we produce.

And then, finally, agrivoltaics,
which is a way that we can both be generating
green energy and generating food on the sane
| and.

So | salute our agriculture in
general in this state, but agricultural research
as well, and hope that we can preserve a | ot of
t hese i nportant prograns.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The resol ution was adopted on

March 18t h.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Hi nchey
and Senator Fernandez would like to open the
resol utions we took up today for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
190, Senate Print 1837, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
253, Senate Print 1673, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 253, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Martins,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
477, Senate Print Number 2073, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend
the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
511, Senate Print 397, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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513, Senate Print 5599, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 513, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
521, Senate Print 118, by Senator C eare, an act
to amend the El der Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal

have becone a | aw.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There are over 400,000 New Yorkers
living with Al zheiner's, and this nunber is sadly
on the rise and expected to increase with each
passing year. Alzheinmer's is a type of denentia
t hat does not just affect the individual, but it
affects the whole fam |y and caregi ver systens.

There are over 540,000 individuals
and caregivers who are actively taking care of
those afflicted, many on a full-tinme basis. W
nmust do everything within our power to make sure
that famly nmenbers and caregi vers have positive,
proactive and enpowering support to optinmally
care for their |oved ones.

This bill requires a state-I|evel
centrally | ocated database of successful denentia
and Al zheiner's di sease prograns to be nmade
avai lable on the State O fice for the Aging,

SOFA' s website.
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In a state as vast as New York, with
t he nunber of | ocal comunity-centered
approaches, it is wise to have all best practices
collected in one place so they may be replicated.

It's also essentially to collect and
centralize proven approaches so fam |y nenbers
have a place to turn with confidence for
strategies, ideas, and interventions to inprove
everyone's collective quality of life.

| proudly vote aye.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
532, Senate Print 5177, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to explain her vote.
SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

As an attorney practicing |aw for

30 years, I'msad to say -- | can't believe |'ve
reached that mlestone -- but in the course of ny
practice, |'ve notarized thousands of deeds.
handl e real estate matters, | handle estate

matters, and this is an area that I'mfamliar
Wi th.

| understand the purpose of this
bill is to conmbat the fraud that we're seeing
where people are losing their homes by fraudul ent
deeds. However, | don't think, in my opinion,
that this bill is going to address that issue
properly. It's sinply going to burden the
notari es who are doing their job, keeping the
records, asking for 1.D

The peopl e that are acconpli shing
t hese fraudul ent transfers are sophisticated
enough to al so, you know, forge the notary's

signature, steal their identity, and try to
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notarize a deed that is not legitimte.

And |"ve unfortunately incurred that
in ny practice, where we've been contacted to say
did you notarize this deed, and realize that it's
not a true notary.

So | also want to coment that the
New York State Bar Association issued a report,
and that report was focused on the notary
recor dkeepi ng requirenments and specifically
stated that putting nore burdens on our notaries
is not going to address this problem

So while |I understand that we have
an issue that we need to address, | don't believe
this bill does it. And therefore,

Madam President, I'mvoting in the negative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senator Conmrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to just try to
enlighten ny col |l eagues as to why we're doing

this.
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Deed theft has beconme a nmjor
problemwi thin the state and within this country.
It has required that we try to do everything we
can to close the gaps to prevent fraudul ent
actors fromutilizing the notaries and the notary
stanps, to prevent deed theft.

W have -- and | could read you just
sonmet hing that was rel eased by District Attorney
Mel i nda Katz yesterday dealing with a fraud --
deed fraud schene that included falsifying
docurnents filing false deeds with the city
register's office. This is happening throughout
the state. Property ownership is a problemfor a
| ot of people in our communities, older people,
peopl e that don't understand | awyers or people
that are noving into their house.

We have actually, in Queens, cases
where peopl e noved into seniors' hones,

t hreatened them and took over their deeds.

We have to find every way possible
to stop this. Mking sure that a person that is
a notary has a responsi ble record, has paperwork
that can prove that they -- what they signed and
how they signed it, nakes it easier for the

district attorneys to follow through and go after
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fol ks that are acting fraudul ently.

But unfortunately there's too many
peopl e that have now taken up this deed theft as
a way of doi ng business and maki ng noney, and we
have to stop it.

So while it may not be the nost
anenabl e thing for folks that are acting as
notaries, it's something that's necessary to
protect our homeowners.

Therefore, | would urge everyone to
sign this bill.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Conrie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Li ke Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
| too aman attorney and | have done sone of
these real estate cases. And | also live in what
| like to always conment about Senator Conrie's
district, I"'mlike the mirror image of
Senator Conrie's district in the Northeast Bronx.
And the | oss of homeownershi p based upon these

deed theft schemes has been staggering. They're
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going to our seniors that -- when people pass
away, they're going to Surrogate's Court, they're
getting the public notices, they' re going right
to their homes and they're intimdating them and
they're doing all of these types of fraudul ent
things, and it's | osing generational wealth.

Cenerati onal homeownership that has
come from people who are, as we |like to say,
cash-poor and house-rich, but that can no | onger
be maybe passed down to those generations because
of these scans.

Is this the one tool in the tool box
that will stop all of it? O course not. And |
don't think anybody's saying that. But | think
giving nore tools to individuals to be able to
stop this sort of rampant deed theft is
critically inportant.

And so | applaud Senator Conrie for
introducing this bill, and I think that we need
to -- we should add nore tools to the proverbi al
t ool box so that we can stop this.

| do think this is a step in the
right direction. | think this is a great bill.
And | sinply say yes, maybe it's going to be

burdensone for notaries. And that's not

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1400

something | say lightly. W don't want any
burden on anybody.

But 1'd rather there to be a burden
on notaries than for people to | ose generati onal
weal th and t housands -- a hundred thousand
dol l ars and nmaybe even a million dollars |ost by
sonmebody who was intimdated or coerced or scared
into signing sonmething that they weren't
know edgeabl e of or have a -- and the notary was
aiding themin that.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senator Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 532, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo,
ober acker, O Mara, Rhoads, Tedi sco and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
535, Senate Print 2436, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New York.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 535, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison,
Scarcel | a- Spanton, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk and
Vi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
543, Senate Print 5559, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to amend the Judiciary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 543, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Qoeracker,

O vara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
546, Senate Print 2051, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This |l egislation would all ow
bed- and- breakfasts to sell New York State |iquor,
wi ne, beer and cider to their guests while
creating parity between bed-and-breakfasts al ong
with simlar establishments such as hotels,
restaurants and catering establishnments.

By permtting a |licensed brewery,
farm brewery, farmcidery, distillery, farm
W nery or winery to operate a bed-and- breakfast,
this legislation will not only support the
bed- and- br eakf ast econony but al so boost our
| ocal agritourismindustry and all of the
del i ci ous beer, cider, spirits and w ne produced
right here in New York State. This is helping to
expand our markets for our farnmers.

Further, this bill renoves a
requi renent that a patron nmust be an overni ght

guest in order for a B& to sell an alcoholic
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beverage, which will |lead to expanded
opportunities for these snmall businesses to
expand their custoner base.

This bill expands choices for
tourists comng to our great state, allow ng them
to enjoy sonme of the sanme conforts at a B&B that
t hey m ght expect and experience at a hotel.

Madam President, this legislation is
not only good for the small businesses, our
farmers and tourismindustry in our communities,
but it also provides sone inportant support to
New York State's growing wine distillery, brewery
and cider industry.

| proudly vote aye, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you. Senator Wbb to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
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further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, March 24th, at 3:00 p.m,
with the intervening days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 24th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:01 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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