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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Hi s
Em nence Archbi shop El pi dophoros, of the
G eek Othodox Archdi ocese of Anerica, wll
deliver today's invocation.

Hi s Em nence.

ARCHBI SHOP ELPI DOPHOROS: May we
bow our heads in prayer.

In the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, amen.

O God, we offer our abundant thanks
and praise for gathering us together today in the
Senat e Chanmber of the great State of New York to
pray for the good estate of our governnent.

Bl ess all these servants who
represent the people, that they may al ways uphol d
justice and the rule of |aw

Gant unto themto fulfill their

duties, their responsibilities and obligations to
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peopl e of New York with honor, with integrity,
and with faithfulness to their oath of office.

Bless themto love liberty, the sane
freedomthat we commenorate today in our
recogni tion of March 25th, the day of G eek
| ndependence, and the freedom enshrined in our
bel oved state and nati on.

Keep these | awgivers in Your |oving
care, that they nay ever serve with dignity and
grace in their high office and thus nay they
render glory, reverence and honor to You, the
Source of Righteousness and the Law of Love.

Amen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 18, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, March 17,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

Let's begin by recognizi ng
Senat or Gounardes for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Gounardes for the purposes of an
i ntroducti on.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

Inalittle while we will read a
resolution to conmenorate the 204t h anni versary
of Greece's independence and to declare March as
G eek- Aneri can Heritage Month.

Today the relationship between the
United States, G eece and our sister nation of
Cyprus is as strong as it's ever been. Anchored
in the shared val ues of denocratic governance,

these three nations are joined together through
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mut ual econom c, political and security nmatters.

Souda Bay, in Crete, is honme to the
U.S. Navy's base of operations in the Eastern
Medi t erranean, and the enactnment of the Eastern
Medi t erranean Security and Energy Partnership Act
in our owmn U S. Congress has positioned G eece
and Cyprus to play leading roles in securing
ener gy i ndependence for the entire European
conti nent.

The rel ati onshi p between our
countries would not be possible but for the
persi stent and engaged advocacy of the
G eek- Ameri can communities that can be found in
each and every one of our districts.

And so that's why it's my honor now
to recognize that we are joined in this chanber
by the Consul General of Greece in New York,

Ms. |phigenia Kanara. W want to wel cone her
and thank her for her nation's friendship.

And, M. President, | ask that you
wel come our guest and bestow on her the ful
privilege of our chanber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: To the
Consul General, | welconme you on behalf of the

Senate. W extend to you all of the privileges
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and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's stick with
the theme, M. President, and take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 510, by Senator G anaris, read
that resolution's title, and call on the esteened
Senator G anaris to speak.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 510, by
Senator G anaris, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 2025 as Greek History
Month in the State of New York, in conjunction
wi th the comrenoration of the 204th Anniversary
of Greek I ndependence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
esteened Senator G anaris on the resol ution.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.
First of all, I want to second ny

col | eague Senat or Gounardes in wel com ng

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1286

Hi s Em nence Archbi shop El pi dophoros here today.
It is always a pleasure to have himjoin us in
t he Senate chanber, and of course our friends
representing the Greek governnent. | know the
Cyprus Consul General was al so here, and he had
to head back hone. But he was here with us
earlier today at the |uncheon where nany of you
Wer e.

This is the day of the year when
stand up and | tell you how much credit the
Greeks deserve for everything that we experience
in Western civilization. 1'mgoing to | eave a
ot of that to Senator Gounardes, who's a better
student of history than | am to go through
What | want to spend nmy tine on today, in
addition to all the wonderful things about the
arts and phil osophy and science and nat hemati cs
and our very denocracy, which is under threat
even in this country, is a discussion of
architecture.

And | wanted to spend this tine
tal ki ng about sonething that many of you nay not
appreci ate or understand.

So let's tal k about ancient G eek,

even anci ent Roman architecture. So when you
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t hi nk about that, when you see it depicted in the
novi es, when you picture in your nmnd s eye what
it was |i ke back then, you probably think of

t hose beautiful marble white buil dings

ever ywher e.

In fact, that is not at all what
they | ooked |ike. Even our State Education
building, in attenpting to ermulate that classical
architecture, shows that.

Did you know t hat back then all
t hose buil dings were painted, in very bright
colors. So even the Parthenon or any of the
ot her buil dings you see would be red and bl ue and
gol d, because they painted things the way we do.
It's just that over the thousands of years the
pai nt has worn off, and so they | ook -- when we
found the ruins, they |ooked to be white.

And so here we are in nodern tines
like, That's what they were like, let's nake them
all white. But in fact, not at all the case.
just wanted to share that bit of trivia with al
of you. If you want to get a couple of buckets
and head over to the Education building, we can
make it | ook --

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR G ANARI S: -- nore
representative of what it was |ike back then.

| think I"'mgoing to do this every
year, is find a new bit of trivia to share with
you about our history.

But of course those of us who are of
Greek extraction -- my own parents are proud
immgrants from Greece; Senator CGounardes,
Senat or Skoufis here al so share our G eek
heritage -- are very, very proud of it, because
it isthe ultimte inmgrant story. The story of
Greeks in Arerica is the story of people who cane
here, and it sounds cliche, but it's true, with
very little in their pockets, very little in
ternms of acquai ntances or peopl e they knew.
They'd often cone to this country just because
they had a famly friend or a cousin or someone
who cane first, and they'd just show up at their
hone and start a life.

And a generation or two |later, their
children are senators or |awers or doctors or
successful in so many different ways in the U S.
because they sacrificed their lives for their
children and their children's children. And I

for one, appreciate that so nuch. You know, |
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| ost ny father |ast year, and ny nom thank God,
is still with us. But | think about that often.
| think about, you know, we tend to be selfish --
too selfish, | would say.

But | think about that generation of
peopl e who put thensel ves through pain, who put
t hensel ves through suffering just so that we
could have it a little better. And that's the
Greek story. And that's the story of so many
peopl e who have cone to this country from
el sewhere. And | daresay to this day that is the
story of so nmany others who are trying to get
into this country and are facing obstacl es
unnecessarily and unjustly. Sone who are already
here and are being ejected unjustly and
unnecessarily.

But | don't want to diverge too far
fromthe inportance of Greek Hi story Month. As a
proud Anerican of G eek descent, | thank ny
col | eagues for giving us a nonent to tal k about
this on the floor today. And thank you,
M. President for the tinme to discuss the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator G anaris.
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Senat or CGounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you, Senator G anaris, and
Senat or Skoufi s.

We think and feel differently
because of what a little Geek town did during a
century or two 2400 years ago. That's how
esteened classicist Edith Ham | ton described the
i npact that G eece and the G eek people have had
on the world for two-and-a-half mllennia. And
li ke Senator G anaris, |'ll spare you the litany
of ways in which G eece has shaped our world
today, but it's objectively true that
Prof essor Hamilton's statenent is 100 percent
fact. That's why I'mincredibly proud, as a
fourth-generati on G eek-Anmerican, to stand here
today and recogni ze March as Greek Heritage
Mont h.

But it's not just what happened in
t he days of Socrates and Pericles that inspire us
to celebrate G eek heritage. Indeed, it's the
vast span of history over the |ast 2500 years and
the collective inpact of that history on our

worl d today that gives Greeks and phil hellenes a
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a swell of pride and jubil ee.

The rich glory of the Byzantine
Enpire that |lasted for a thousand years; the
tenaci ous resilience that survived 400 years of
O toman oppression and ensl avenent; the fierce
cour ageousness of the war for independence that
spar ked revol uti onary change across the European
continent; the determ ned resistance that stym ed
Nazi occupi ers and bought enough tine for Allied
forces to shift the balance of war al ong the
Eastern Front of World War |1; and the soaring
hei ghts of success that Greeks in the diaspora
have achi eved t hroughout the world today -- these
are all reasons why G eeks and people of G eek
heritage have enornous pride in who we are.

This year -- next week -- we'll be
cel ebrating 204 years of Greece's independence.
On March 25, 1821, revolutionary fighters
gat hered together with Metropolitan Germanos in
the Monastery of Agia Lavra, in the village of
Kal avryta -- which is where Senator G anaris's
famly is from-- and decl ared i ndependence
agai nst OGttonman occupation and ensl avenent.

The war was hard-fought, resulting

in countl ess acts of devastation and atrocities,
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as war so often brings, including the Massacre of
the Island of Chios, the island where nmy famly
is from where nearly 100,000 people were killed
or expelled fromthe island forcibly.

And nuch |i ke our own Revol utionary
War here in Anerica, seven years after declaring
i ndependence, the people of Geece -- the
farnmers, the sailors, the nmerchants, the
shepherds who lived in towns and villages al
across the Greek countryside won the war and
formed their own Hellenic republic.

Today we celebrate this history and
reflect on the rich contributions that the
G eek- Anerican comrunity has nmade to our own
nation's history. W cheer the incredible
success that G eek-Anericans have achieved in
| aw, nedi a, business, science, nedicine, politics
and ot her fields.

But it should not be forgotten by us
that at one tinme our forefathers were unwanted in
this country. And at one tine it was not
uncommon to see crosses burning on the | awns of
G eek houses.

We cherish the personal stories of

our own famlies who cane to this country to seek
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their American dreamand to create a better life
for thenselves. But it should not be forgotten
by us that there was a tine when this country
woul d not accept nore than 100 imm grants a year
from Geece. And yet we still snuggl ed oursel ves
in by the thousands and tens of thousands.

We appl aud at the renmenbrance of
Ar chbi shop | akovos bol dly standi ng besi de
Dr. King at the funeral of Reverend Reeb and then
crossing the Pettus Bridge. O even our own
Ar chbi shop El pi dophoros, who is here with us
today, marching in the streets for Black |ives.
But it should not be forgotten by us that there
were many, even in our own community, who did not
and still do not see value in the struggle for
civil rights and equality and condemed t he
actions of our own | eaders.

So as | reflect on today's
commenor ati on of G eek heritage and | think about
the nonent that we are living in right now, |
find wi sdom and guidance in the totality of the
G eek- Aneri can experience. | draw inspiration
fromthe high points of our stories as well as
the trials our community has faced. And | renain

ever hopeful that we as a community will renenber
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t he struggl es our ancestors faced and we open our
hands and we open our hearts to all those whose
stories mirror our owm and enbrace our fellow
human bei ngs as true brothers and sisters.

And so with that, M. President, |
say with great pride: Happy G eek i ndependence
Day. Zhtw h Ell as!

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

The resolution is adopted on
March 18t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up privileged Resolution 529, by
Leader Stewart-Cousins. This is the resolution
honoring the Legislative Wnen's Caucus. W have
agreed that there will be one Senator from each
side of the aisle speaking on this, only so we
don't spend the whole afternoon on it.

So pl ease call on Senator Wbb after
we have take up this resolution, and then
Senat or Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's a

privileged resolution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 529, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, recogni zing the honorees
of the New York State Legislative Wnen's Caucus,
in conjunction with the observance of
Wnen's History Month.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise, as the proud chair of our
Wnmen's |Issues Conmittee, with the distinct honor
and privilege to recognize all of our honorees
who have cone fromall over the state as part of
our Legislative Wonen's Caucus Wnen's History
Mont h cel ebrati on.

New York's history as the birthplace
of the suffrage novenent, the hone of
change- makers and gl ass-ceiling breakers -- and,
in nost cases, especially for wonmen of color,
brick-ceiling breakers -- like Shirley Chisholm
Const ance Baker Mdtley, Ida Samm s, Ruth Bader
G nsburg, and countl ess ot hers, nakes today
particul arly auspi ci ous.

W all stand on the great shoul ders
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of wonen who have cone before us, sone wal ki ng

t hrough these very doors, with the responsibility
to pass the torch forward and continue bl azing a
a path forward for our collective change and

pr ogr ess.

There is hardly a nore urgent tine
and nmorment for us to continue this fight, as we
are seeing and experiencing firsthand the
system ¢ and deli berate erasure of wonen's
excel l ence fromboth public records and
comenorations, in a backwards purge of our own
hi story by the federal governnent.

Sonme people falsely believe that if
we are out of sight, we will be out of mnd and
our indelible contributions as wonen can be
chi pped away, that our existence will be subdued,
rel egated, and in sone cases subjugated to a
poi nt where we are considered | ess than hunan.

| am here as proof, along with ny
foll ow col | eagues who broke their own gl ass
ceilings and served as firsts in their own ways,
that those hard battles won can never be undone
because we all benefit fromit.

Toget her, we have made the New York

State Senate a nore representative body and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1297

advanced transformational policies around wonen's
heal t hcare, antidiscrimnation, naternal
wel | - bei ng, equal opportunity, that help to shape
a much wider path for all of us to follow. And
we will continue our work in this great state in
the face of any opposition that nay conme our way
or chall enges that present thenselves in our
path, just |ike those who cane before us and just
i ke those who will inevitably follow behind us.
Being in Al bany today with other
Wnen of Excell ence from across our state only
reaffirms this truth that the talent, the
tenacity, the prestige that fills every corner of
New York in nunbers far greater than any who w sh
to dimnish our contributions. Adjectives |ike
trail bl azer, visionary, determ ned,
| egacy- bui |l der, change-maker and others are just
a few of the many ways that our honorees who are
here today not only represent the best of our
comunities, but they are working to inprove our
collective lives.
| am proud to be joined here today
with my own Wonren's Hi story Month honoree,
Dr. Leslyn McBean O airborne, who served for nore

than 20 years on the Tonpkins County Legi sl ature,
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who was the first woman of color to serve as the
chair. As an acconplished academ c, highly
decorated activist, and prolific nmenber of our
comunity, Leslyn nmakes our comrunity very proud.

And she is joined by many ot her
i ncredi ble wonmen here in our chanber from across
the state that ny col |l eagues have chosen to honor
this particular nonth, but honor them every
single day, to be clear.

They are |lifelong advocat es,
educators, el ecteds, |eaders who hold nany
titles, sone that are paid and, nost often, sone
that are not. But they are conmtted to ensuring
that our state continues to thrive. And they
make us better.

You bring us all great pride, and we
thank you all for the work that you have done and
the work that you will continue to do on behal f
of all of our conmmunities that nmake us the
Enpire State.

| want to thank our Majority Leader,
who continues to shatter barriers every single
day, our Senate Majority Leader Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

Al so, all of our nenbers of the New
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York State Legislative Wnen's Caucus for
el evating this year's honorees and once again
commenorating this inportant nonth this year and
for many nore nonths and years to cone.

M. President, | proudly vote aye
and | encourage ny coll eagues to do the sane.

Happy Wonen's Hi story Month.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be opportunity for nore appl ause | ater.

Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG | thought it was
for ne!

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Yes,
i ndeed.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President. And thank you, Senator Wbb, for
t hose wonderful words.

|''m so honored to stand before this
body to comenorate Wonen's Hi story Month and our
Legi sl ati ve Wnen's Caucus honorees. There's a

saying that | think probably all of us are
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famliar with: 1In order to know where you're
going, it's inportant to know where you' ve been.

By under standi ng the chal |l enges
wonen have endured throughout our state and our
nation's history and, inportantly, the
contributions they have made, we not only deepen
our understandi ng of the past but we hei ghten our
collective determ nation to keep going, to
achi eve the progress that we need and, honestly,
t he progress that we deserve.

This year's Wonen's History Mnth
theme is "Mwving Forward Toget her: Wnen
Educating and Inspiring Generations." W are
cel ebrati ng wonen who have dedicated their |ives
to education, nmentorship, and to | eadership.

So it's fitting that ny Wonen's
Hi story Month honoree this year is Amy West.

Any is a wonderful person. She's an
entrepreneur, she's a |leader in the education
field. She serves as a Monroe County BOCES No. 1
school board nmenber. She had been a past school
board president for the Honeoye Fall s-Li ma School
District. She is a snmall businesses owner. She
owns two grocery stores, and she is a nentor.

And just as inportantly, she is a nother.
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I'"d like to congratul ate Any and al
of the Wonen's History Month honorees. | have to
say it was such a treat at the luncheon this
af t ernoon hearing about these incredible wonen.
Al'l across the state wonmen are | eadi ng
courageously, fiercely -- sonmetines quietly, but
oftentinmes fiercely -- for equal rights, for
equal pay, equal protection, and equal
opportunity.

My Senate district, the
54th District, is home of the Ontario County
Court house, where in 1873 Susan B. Ant hony was
tried and convicted of voting illegally as a
woman. This year we proudly mark the
105t h anni versary of the 19th Anendnent granting
wonen the right to vote.

As the saying goes, we've cone a
|l ong way. Yet we recognize the ways in which we
must still go. And we have so far to go.

And, you know, | was rem nded of
that downstairs, on display as part of the
Wnen's H story Month, there are a nunber of
banners and there's one that really, it grabbed
me. First of all, because the quote is from

Clara Barton. Many of us know her as the founder
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of the Anerican Red Cross. But the quote reads:
"l shall never do a man's work for less than a
man' s pay."

That resonates with nme today
because, you know what, wonen are still not being
paid equally. The United States Census data
shows that wonmen are earning, in equal jobs,

84 cents to a man's $1. W've got to continue to
fight, push back agai nst that, for equal pay.

To all the wonen who are here today,
to the fermal e | eaders everywhere who inspire al
of us and, nost inportantly, to our young girls
and our young wonen, we see you, we cel ebrate
you, and we thank you.

In order to know where you' re going,
like | said, it's inportant to know where you' ve
been. Together, we are going to keep going for
our daughters and our granddaughters and for the
good of our great Enpire State.

M. President, | vote yes on this
resol ution and urge ny coll eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

To our guests, our phenonenal
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honorees, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.
We extend to you all of the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
M. President, please call on Senator C eare for
an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare for the purposes of an introduction.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mexcited to rise today. It is ny

honor to wel cone SkillSpring to Al bany today. |

appreci ate your indul gence as you allow ne to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1304

brag about a programthat is equal parts
heal t hcare, workforce, education, enpowernent and
econoni ¢ devel opnent all at the sane tine.

The New Jewi sh Hone's Skill Spring
program reaches out to high school students,
often from public housing, and pays themto
becone certified nurse assistants, while
guar ant eei ng pernmanent job placenent at the end.

SkillSpring is an initiative that
has maj or intergenerational effects. Qur youth
| earn a valuable skill, responsibility, and
conpassi on, and our ol der New Yorkers have
sonmeone to pass along their wi sdom insight and
share life experiences with. Lifetine bonds are
of ten forned.

To date, Skill Spring has created
heal t hcare career pathways for over 1100 young
peopl e, providing themthe nentoring, training
and allied health accreditation that leads to
good- payi ng j obs, career pathways, and the
rewards of a profession well pursued.

|"ve never m ssed an opportunity to
attend a graduation, and | hope that | never do.
Every time | attend, | see the work that's being

done. | see our noney pay off in our young
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people. | see pride, | see purpose. And | think
that is sonething that we have to do nmuch, nuch
nore for our young people, and also build our
wor kf or ce

So today | just want to thank you
for all that you do. | know some of the students
had to | eave, they had a train to catch. But
today I'mgoing to welcone -- well, he was
here -- SkillSpring alumi Christopher Kelly
Davi s and Dami an Harvey. Skill Spring staff
Al yssa Herman, Tanya |saacs, Alita Maristany.
Sarah Daly from Leadi ngAge, thank you for your
support. Laura Niland fromthe Metropolitan
Jewi sh Health System and ArchCare.

M. President, please recognize them
and afford themall the cordialities of the
Senate. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all of
the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's nmove on to previously adopted
Resol ution 487, by Senator John Liu, read that
resolution's title, and recogni ze Senator Liu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 487, by
Senat or Liu, nmenorializing Governor Kathy Hochul
to proclaimMarch 23, 2025, as Paki stan-Anerican
Heritage Day in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
M. President.

| am so happy and excited to be
joined by many friends fromthe very proud
Paki st ani - Aneri can community. W have many
friends and | eaders in the Senate gallery. And
we are joined on the floor by none other than the
Bangl adesh anbassador to the United States,
Ri zwan Saeed -- we are joined by the Pakistan
anbassador to the United States, R zwan Saeed
Shei kh.  Thank you, Your Excellency, for joining

us on the Senate fl oor.
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We're al so joined by the
Consul General from Bangl adesh to New York
M. Aamer Ahnmed At ozai, thank you very much. And
of course our friend and brother Ali Rashid, who
is the head of the Anerican Pakistani Advocacy
Group. Thank you so nuch.

You know, a lot's been said about
di fferent conmmunities today al ready, but the
Paki st ani - Anmeri can community is one that's very
proud that boasts all parts of our American
soci ety and econony. They are acconplished in
their small businesses, whether it be in stores
or restaurants or transportation services, as
wel | as the nost professional endeavors,
i ncl udi ng physici ans, attorneys, engineers and
the |ike.

And we woul d not be the State of
New York today if not for this very inportant and
i nfluential Pakistani-American conmunity that we
celebrate with the designation of
Paki st ani - Aneri can Day on March 23rd.

So, M. President, please accord our
di stingui shed guests all the cel ebration and
val or of this chanber.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Liu.

To our distinguished guests, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you all of the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 11th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
previ ously adopted Resol ution 497, by
Senat or Sean Ryan. Please read that resolution's
title and recogni ze Senator Ryan, comm, S.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 497, by
Senat or Sean Ryan, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMirch 19, 2025, as
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers Day in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sean Ryan on the resolution.

SENATOR SEAN RYAN: Thank you,
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M. President. | rise today to celebrate the
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers Day in
New York State.

Smal | busi nesses make up
90 percent -- 96 percent of New York State
busi nesses and enpl oy half of our workforce.
They' re the backbone of our econony. Wen
they're thriving, New York's thriving.

As a legislature, it's our job to
make sure they're getting the support that they
need. W do that by funding things with a proven
track record of hel ping small businesses, things
like investing in proven infrastructure,
br oadband depl oynent, cheap hydropower,
supporting programs to grow our state workforces,
i ke universal pre-K and childcare, and funding
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers.

Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers
provi de advice, training and research that hel ps
New Yor k's buddi ng entrepreneurs to start and
grow their businesses. They're affiliated with
13 SUNY and five CUNY canpuses, as well as
St. Thomas Aqui nas and Pace University. It's a
connection that nakes them a pipeline between our

col | eges, universities, comunities and smal |

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1310

busi nesses that rely on themto educate the
wor kf or ce

They' re a huge hel p to individual
busi nesses, and they're an inportant econonic
devel opnent tool .

| know firsthand; there's a Snall
Busi ness Devel opment Center at Buffalo State. |
go there several tines a year, and each tinme |'m
bl own away by the creativity, the
stick-to-it-iveness of the entrepreneurs there,
and the stick-to-it-iveness of the trainers, |ed
by Sue McCartney, who runs that program

But there's a |lot of Sue MCartneys
all around New York State who are doing this
work. This is their 41st year. They've provided
over $8 billion in direct financial inpact and
hel ped create hundreds and thousands of jobs. In
2024 al one, they hel ped over 31,000 small
busi nesses to create an econonic inpact of over
$240 m | i on.

As chair of the Econom c Devel opnent
Commttee, |I'mproud to support their work, and
"1l continue to do ny part to make sure that
t hey have the support they need fromthis

| egi sl ative body.
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And today | recognize them by
cel ebrating Smal |l Busi ness Devel opnent Centers
Day.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ryan.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 18t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
next up, previously adopted resolution --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wai t,
wai t, hold on.

SENATCR SEAN RYAN: M. President,
|"msorry to interrupt, but we have severa
peopl e here from Snmal | Busi ness Devel opnent
Centers --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: | was
wondering if you had guests, yes.

SENATCR SEAN RYAN: -- around the
state. They're our guests today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: To our
guests, we wel cone you on behal f of the Senate.
We extend to you extra privil eges, because |

forgot you the first tine --
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(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: -- and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 18t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now,
M. President, let's take up previously adopted
Resol ution 442, by Senator Hi nchey, read that
resolution's title, and recognize
Senat or Hi nchey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 442, by
Senat or Hi nchey, comendi ng New York Mapl e
Producers during the Annual Mapl e Wekends on
March 22-23, 2025, and March 29-30, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
H nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in honor of Maple Wekends.

The first Mapl e Wekend began as Mapl e Sunday in
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1995, a single-day event to celebrate the naple
harvest and connect the public with | ocal
producers.

2025 marks the 29th year of Maple
Weekends, now spanni ng four days across two whol e
weekends, starting this weekend, actually.

Mapl e Weekends is an incredible
t hi ng connecting our conmunity to the producers
who farm and produce our food. One of the things
| love about driving around ny district is being
able to see the blue lines, knowing that in those
woods sonething that | ooks just like a tree | ot
is actually a working farmthat's connecting
people to the | and and creating sonething
incredibly delicious that we all get to
partici pate with.

One of nmy favorite uses for maple is
sweetening nmy coffee. But there are many, from
mapl e doughnuts to maple cronuts and all kinds of
t hi ngs.

| encourage everyone this com ng
weekend to get outside, find a maple farm either
in your community or around the state, and visit
and talk with sone of these producers. They're

all small farnms, and we're so lucky to have them
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in our conmmunities.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President. | don't know how to follow up
mapl e cronuts, but 11l try.

Mapl e Weekends has been an amazi ng
opportunity to recogni ze that New York State is
t he nunber-two mapl e producer in the country.
And in fact, last year, in 2024, the nmaple
producti on was 846, 000 gall ons, up a hundred
t housand gall ons fromthe year before.

And I"'mtold this is going to be
anot her great year as we start to cl ose out
tappi ng of the maple trees around New York State.

And this weekend is our tine to
celebrate that. In my district | amproud to
have several |egendary places where you can cone
and experience mapl e weekend -- places |like
Sprague's Maple Farnms, Sweet Tine Mpl e,
Uinger's Maple Farm Wight Farnms. And then
nyself will be down at Merle Maple.

Come on out to one of the many
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pl aces that we have here in New York State. This
is a great opportunity to celebrate all the sweet
t hi ngs that nake up Mapl e Wekend.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 11th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Last but not
| east, previously adopted Resol ution 460, by
Senat or Ashby. Please read that resolution's
title and recogni ze Senator Ashby.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 460, by
Senat or Ashby, commenorating the Third Annua
Honor Flight Day in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
M. President.

Today we cel ebrate our third annual
Honor Flight Day in our State Capitol. Honor

Flight is a national organization with nore than
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100 hubs across Anerica. These Honor Flight hubs
provi de all-expense-paid trips for our veterans
and their famlies to Washington, D.C , where
they visit nmenorials that are erected in their
honor .

Many veterans and organi zers call it
aflight of alifetime. 1I1t's ny honor, as the
ranki ng nmenber of the Veterans, Honmel and Security
and Mlitary Affairs Conmttee, to introduce our
Honor Flight veterans and organi zers.

W have dozens of veterans here with
us today representing 10 Honor Flight hubs
t hroughout the State of New York, to include
Long | sl and Honor Flight, Big Apple Honor Flight,
Hudson Val | ey Honor Flight, Patriot Flight
Al bany, Leatherstocking Honor Flight, Honor
Fl i ght Syracuse, Honor Flight Rochester, Twin
Ti ers Honor Flight, Buffal o-N agara Honor Flight,
and North Country Honor Flight.

We are also joined by veterans of
t he Vietnam War, the Korea conflict, World Var |1
veterans, and lIraq and Afghani stan veterans, to
i ncl ude 99-year-old Arthur Grabiner, | believe a
constituent of Senator Liu, a Navy Pacific

Theater veteran who was in the Philippines just

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1317

| ast nonth commenorating the 80th anniversary of
the Battle of Manila. He will be receiving the
Congr essi onal Gold Medal next nmonth and will be
turning 100 i n Septenber.

Pl ease wel come them and honor their
servi ce.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ashby.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you to ny coll eague
Senat or Ashby, who's a wonderful ranking nmenber
on this conmmttee, for introducing this
resol uti on today.

It's inportant to nmention each year
t he Honor Flight Network hel ps make it possible
for about 22,000 veterans to travel to
Washi ngton, D.C. And since its inception,
approxi mately 275,000 veterans fromall services,
frommnore than 130 | ocations across the country,
have taken this flight.

In New York State al one, over

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1318

5,000 nenbers of the arnmed services have
fulfilled their wish to visit our nation's
capital and all its sites and nenorials honoring
our country's great history.

Once again, our nation's veterans
deserve to be recogni zed, comrended and t hanked
by the people of the State of New York

And it was wonderful to neet so many
of you this norning. Thank you again to ny
col | eague Senator Ashby for introducing this.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Scarcell a-Spanton.

To our guests, we thank you for your
sacrifice and we appreciate and appl aud your
service. | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.
We extend to you all of the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease be recogni zed.

(Cheers; |engthy standing ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 11th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request

of the sponsors, today's resolutions are all open
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for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: These
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | have a notion
here, M. President.

On behal f of Senator Stavisky, on
page 27 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 458, Senate Print 4892, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he cal endar now, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
130, Senate Print 1926, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect October 1, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 130, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Cberacker and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
289, Senate Print 568, by Senator May, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
293, Senate Print 1809, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
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asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
378, Senate Print 4980, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 378, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Lanza, Martins, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk and Weber.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
433, Senate Print 4852, by Senator Skoufis, an

act to anend the Executive Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 433, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, Giffo, Helmng, Mirray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
460, Senate Print Number 5392, by
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton, an act to anend
t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 460, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Giffo, Helmng, O Mara,
Rhoads, Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Al so Senat or
Martinez.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
483, Senate Print 4911, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
487, Senate Print 1287A, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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528, Senate Print 2011, by Senator Parker, an act
to direct the Departnent of State and
Public Service Comm ssion to jointly study and
report upon the disclosure to consuner credit
reporting agencies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 528, voting in the negative are
Senators Martins, O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
529, Senate Print 2587, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to vote aye on this
| egi sl ation.

By establishing January 30th as
Fred Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties and the
Constitution, we are affirm ng New York's
commitment to | earning and teachi ng about the
difficult history of the United States' shaneful
treat ment of Japanese and Japanese- Aneri cans
during World War 11. W recogni ze Fred
Koremat su' s contributions to hel pi ng us reckon
with this history, and we reconmt to the ongoing
fight for civil and constitutional rights for
all.

In 1942, the United States forced
West Coast residents of Japanese descent to | eave
their hones and communities to be sent to

i nternment canps for the duration of the war
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Fred Korematsu, who was born to Japanese

i mm grant parents, refused to go when his famly
was ordered. He was arrested, convicted in
federal court, and sent to an internnment canp.

He appeal ed his conviction, but the
United States Supreme Court ultimately affirnmed
it in Korematsu versus the United States. After
the war, when he was rel eased, he began his life
as a civil rights advocate, fighting for those
who were deeply wonged during the war, to ensure
that this did not happen to any other group.

In 1984, his case was reopened and
his conviction overturned on the basis of
government m sconduct. He was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedomin 1998.

As New York State and the
United States see a rise in anti-Asian hate and
other fornms of hate and discrimnation, we nust
stand united and continue to acknow edge the
pai nful history of discrimnation and
m streat ment of Japanese- Aneri cans.

Let us ensure that the words of the
Constitution, which we swore to when we t ook our
oath, remain our guiding |ight.

| would like to thank
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Assenbl ynenber Grace Lee, who sponsors this bil
in the Assenbly.

And |I'mgrateful for the work of
Koji Sato and Takeshi and Carol yn Furunoto, who
brought this issue to ne and have dedicated their
lives to advocating for the recognition of
Japanese- Anerican history and the contri butions
of Japanese-Anericans to the United States.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
544, Senate Print 5105, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
289, Senate Print 568, by Senator May, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
rise hoping that the sponsor will yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. This bill will allow new portable
polling sites during early voting, even two weeks
before El ection Day.

W11 private businesses be eligible
to be a location for polling sites?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, | believe, for exanple, that a
mal | would be an eligible site for this.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So shoppi ng
mal Il s. Any other private businesses? Wuld any
private business be eligible to be a polling site
for early voting?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Wen this has been inplenented in

| daho, for exanple, it sometinmes happens -- the
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Board of Elections will sonetinmes set up a nobile
site in a parking ot of, say, a Wal mart or
sonmething like that, where part of the idea is to
reach especially rural areas where they nmay have
difficulty getting to early voting sites if
there's just one site in their county. So trying
to bring the polling to where the people are.

So yes, you could -- at |least the
parking |lot of a major enployer or of a nmjor
busi ness m ght be a | ocation for this.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What about
col l eges, would they be eligible to be a pop-up
or a portable polling site if this bill is passed
into | aw?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. On the same principle, bringing

it to people where they are, that would be also a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1332

possibility.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W' ve taken up
| egi sl ation tal king about the conflict of
interest for certain polling |ocations recently
in this chanber. Any prohibition if it's a
state-funded college or a college that gets a | ot
of state or federal funding? |s there any
prohibition in this |egislation?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, no.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How about
busi nesses, private businesses, |like Mcron
that's comng to CNY? New York State is
investing $100 million. The Federal CH PS Act,
$6 billion. Wuld they be prohibited from having
a portable polling site on |ocation there?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. The purpose of this bill is to
bring the voting to where the voters are. So if
that was a | ogical place and both the Republican
and the Denocratic el ections conm ssioner for the
county decided that that was a | ogical place to
put a three-day polling site, that coul d happen.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill says a
polling site would have to be announced 14 days

before Election Day, is that right?
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SENATCOR MAY: | believe it's --
yeah, 14 days before early voting begins, is ny
under st andi ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Looki ng at |ines
8, 9 and 10 of your bill, the designation -- and
State Board of Elections, based on pop -- the
designation and | ocation of any portable polling
pl ace shall be made no later than 14 days before
an election. | would take that to be 14 days
bef ore El ection Day.

Am | reading your |egislation wong,
it's 14 days before early voting starts?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, it doesn't specify in the bill
but my understanding is that it would be when the
el ection begins, which would be the first day of

early voting.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W' ve asked about
security in the past on this legislation. | know
you' ve brought this bill up a nunmber of tines.
But given that a polling site in your district
was broken into this past election, how has that
i nformed any changes to this |egislation when it
comes to securing polling sites or the pop-up
portable polling sites you' re proposing here?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. As | have explained in the past,
the security -- the protocols for setting up one
of these sites would be exactly the sane as for
setting up any early voting site or Election Day
site.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So no changes, no
consi deration for securing those portable polling
sites?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. They are the sane considerations
for all polling sites.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: A bi partisan
group of election comm ssioners, each year they
neet at the begi nning of our |egislative session.
They actually -- they've given pretty clear
direction to us as legislators. Sonetinmes this
body and the Assenbly have passed as many as
270 different changes to Election Law. They've
asked us to really back off on how many tinmes we
change the rules for how we run elections in

New York State.
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But they have supported 19 neasures
inthis legislative session. However, this is
not one of the measures that they support.

This bill would allow portable
polling locations for early voting to be
announced and then, by ny read, start operating
on early voting just two weeks before
El ection Day, to be announced and then begin
i mredi ately.

They could be at a | ocation where
t he Governor or a State Senator or a
Congr essnenber had stood just weeks before with a
bi g government check announci ng for that
busi ness, for that college, for whatever it is, a
portable polling |location could be at that sane
| ocati on where one of those politicians that's on
the ball ot was standing with a check just weeks
bef or e.

| f you want nore people to vote, you
don't have to buy their votes. Don't ignore
el ections conm ssioners and don't do nore
gimm cks to hel p one party over the other.
There's sone things that you could do. You can
secure our elections. You could elimnate

fraud -- all of it. You could require voter
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|.D., listen to our elections conm ssioners, and
you could stop constantly changing the rules for
how our el ections run in New York State.

This bill will only result in nore
confusion and skeptici smabout our el ectoral
process. It will do nothing to change turnout or
faith in our denocratic process in the State of
New York, and I'Il be voting no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello. On the bill?

SENATOR BORRELLO On the bill,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you very much
Senat or Wl czyk, for summarizi ng what we've
t al ked about before on this bill.

| get it. W want to make sure that
anybody and everybody gets to vote. But we can't
do it at the expense of security and ensuring
t hat people have faith that our elections are

fair and secure.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1339

And unfortunately, this does none of
that. W' ve asked in the past what kind of
security, and the answer was, Wll, the same kind
of security that we have for other polling sites.

| don't know, |'mnot a hundred
percent sure, but | don't think any polling site
is located inside of an RV sonmewhere on the road.
We have to have specific nmeasures to secure these
pl aces.

You know, the -- always when we do
t hese things the answer | always hear from ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle, when
we start tal king about how these things will be
done fairly is that don't worry, we have
bi parti san boards of el ections throughout
New York State. However, they are actively
engaged in renoving that bipartisanship and
turning -- what they termas professionalizing
our boards of elections.

Wi ch neans no nore biparti sanship.
It means the party in power in that particular
county, nunicipality, city, whatever it is, is
goi ng to deci de who works at the Board of
Elections. So that's going to go out the w ndow

t 00.
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You know, |'ve referred to these
things as "voter food trucks" and kind of made
fun of the fact that, you know, we need to put
t hese things on wheels and nove them around. But
the reality is we need to nake sure there is
security. | heard earlier today that denpcracy
in our country is under assault and we have a
threat to denocracy. | hear "threat to
denocracy" often.

| can't think of a greater threat to
t he denocracy of the United States than people
losing faith that our elections are fair and
secure and that their vote actually counts. And
gimmcks like this will nove us in the wong
direction to securing the nost inportant part of
denocracy, which is ensuring that everyone has
faith that our elections are fair, honest and
secure.

So |l wll continue, for | think the
fifth tine now, to vote no on this bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1341

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to start by saying that the
initial questioning about where these | ocations
coul d be was deeply disingenuous. Because as it
is right now, polling places are | ocated at
school s, at colleges, at workplaces of various
ki nds, and any of the supposed conflicts of
interest that ny coll eague was raising could have
been happening for centuries at those |ocations.

There's not hing different about
t hese particular |ocations, which aren't
necessarily in a nobile site, but they would be
only for three days instead of 10 days and
allowing the Board of Elections to be a little
nore ninble about trying to site polling places

where t he people are.
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That's all this is doing. And it
grew out of a hearing in 2019 that identified one
of the problens with early voting. The first
time we experienced it in New York was that rura
New Yorkers were struggling to get to early
voting sites. So the purpose of this was to help
rural voters in particular.

But | et me push back even nore about
t he accusations about fraud and insecure
el ections and underm ni ng voter confidence in our
el ections. Because every tinme ny col |l eagues
rai se sone of these issues about -- earlier this
week we heard about noncitizen voting. This tine
we heard about voter fraud.

Every time you raise these issues,
knowi ng full well that voter fraud is extrenely
rare and it would be extrenely hard to find an
instance of an election in New York State that
had been swayed by voter fraud.

The problemwi th that is every tine
you use those phrases you chip away at voter
confidence in our elections. And the darkest
secret about American elections is that our
el ecti ons depend, above all, on voter confidence.

Yes, we need good voting |l aws. Yes,
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we need conpetent and careful election workers
and | aw abi ding voters. But we cannot have a
denocracy unl ess we have patriotic citizens who
will accept the result of the elections, even if
the el ections don't go their way.

And it's that kind of patriotism
it's that kind of faith in our elections that's
bei ng eroded by this kind of rhetoric, day after
day, here in this chanber, in chanbers all over
the country and social nedia all over the
country.

And | for one can't just sit by and
| et that happen, so | wll speak up about it

every tinme | hear it.

| vote aye on this bill. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 289, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.
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Ayes, 38. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
293, Senate Print 1809, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. Are college students currently
prohi biting frombeing el ections inspectors or
poll workers in the State of New York?

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: No. Through
you.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Currently they
can only be elections inspectors in the county in
which they're registered to vote, is that --

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Currently.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: "' m not sure.

No, I wll, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this bill wll
al | ow nonresidents of a county to be el ections
i nspectors as long as they go to college in that
county, is that --

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Wel |, through
you, M. President, you nust be a full-tine

regi stered student within a university in the
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county. That neans that you nmust be 18 years and
ol der, you nmust be a New York State-registered
voter. And as a college student living in that
town, that county, they are technically a
resi dent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this bill
that you' re presenting today require el ections
i nspectors and poll clerks to be citizens of the
United States?

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Well, you must
be a citizen to be registered, M. President,
t hrough you.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: As | stated
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earlier, there's a bipartisan group of elections
commi ssioners. Each year they put together sone
proposal s that they want this Legislature to
consider. There were 19 of themthis year. This
isn'"t on that I|ist.

This bill would allow coll ege kids
with no other connection to a community to be an
i nspector overseeing integrity of our denocratic
process at any poll site in that college's
county. So a kid that goes to Syracuse
University will be paid by Board of Elections to
inspect a poll site in the Town of Ccero. O a
student at Potsdamwi |l be paid by St. Law ence
to check in residents in the Town of Rossie.

The Board of El ections has no
mechani smto see the citizenship of soneone,
whet her they're registered to vote. And New York
City we all know is attenpting to register
noncitizens by local law. In fact, conm ssioners
receive calls frominmgration | awers asking
themto renove regi stered voters fromthe rolls
because, as was pointed out by the sponsor, it is
illegal to register to vote in the State of
New York as a noncitizen

However, that very function, when
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immgration |awers are calling Board of

El ections to renove their client from our voter
rolls, shows that noncitizens are registering to
vote in the New York State.

You want to win? Do better policy,
work hard, get results. Not this.

I'1'l be no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you. |
stood up early because I'mso ready to explain ny
vote here.

| need ny fellow colleague to
understand that coll ege students are not just a

stranger in your town, a stranger in your
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comunity. They live there. They invest their
time there. As a college student, you do explore
your town. You do pay taxes and support

busi nesses in that town. So they are -- there is
a connection for a college student to where they
go to coll ege.

And there is a crisis we have a
shortage of poll workers, of poll inspectors.
This is a fair effort to all ow sonmeone who wants
to get engaged early -- and | think we want young
peopl e to be engaged early and understand the
denocratic process to be able to give back in
t hat sense.

There is no gotcha nonent here that
a noncitizen is going to register and then becone
a poll worker and then do sonmething to the polls.
There are strict rules that already exist in
El ection Law that you cannot infiltrate or -- not
infiltrate. But you cannot engage with voters to
sway a vote. You can't do that already.

So if there's fear that maybe a
young person that is in an |lvy League school
m ght have an opinion at the poll site, they have
to keep that to thenselves. But this offers an

opportunity for that young person to get an extra
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i ncome; again, to be engaged in the political
process rmuch earlier in their life; and to help
the crisis that is with the |l ack of poll workers
and pol |l coordinators.

So | proudly vote for this bil
because we shoul d be allowi ng people that want to
hel p our election systemdo that and to relieve
the crisis that is with poll workers, thus
probably limting polling sites.

So | vote aye, and | thank everyone
here for voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gounardes to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,

M. President.

| really want to thank
Senat or Fernandez for this.

|"mjust baffled why anyone woul d
take objection to the notion that we should all ow
col | ege students to experience denocracy
firsthand, the adm nistration of our elections,
whi ch are a conplicated thing. Let themsee it,

learn it, appreciate it, engage with it, and then
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maybe it will spark an interest in themto want
to pursue sone type of path in public service.

It just baffles ny mnd that we're
going to discrimnate and that we hear people on
the other side say kids who go to college are not
wort hy enough to be poll watchers or pol
i nspectors during an election. That just boggles
my m nd.

The State of Gkl ahoma is now
mandati ng that students have to | earn about
el ection irregularities, right? Wat better way
to actually show peopl e how el ections are run and
adm ni stered than by training coll ege students
who want to do this work to | earn about how their
| ocal el ections happen, and then give themthe
opportunity to do so.

M. President, every year for the
| ast couple of years | teach a class on voting
rights at Hunter College. And every year when we
have an el ection, | nake an opportunity for ny
students to apply for the Board of Elections so
that they can be poll watchers in their district.

You know how many junp at that
opportunity? Every single tinme |'ve taught that

class, M. President, nore than half of my class
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has junped at that opportunity because they want
to | earn.

This body should not stand in their
way. And for that, | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gounardes to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, | ook, | don't understand
why it's always coll ege students and we al ways
focus on college students. |If you want to nake
it nore available to people to work polls, let's
tal k about comruters. 1've got plenty of people
inny district who comute to work every day,
they commute to work in New York City, they go
down into Manhattan, they go up into Wstchester,
different parts of the state. They do support
the | ocal econony, they pay |ocal sales tax.

You know, we always tal k about
coll ege students. But if we want to make it
avai lable, let's make it available to everybody.
So if sonmebody is conmuting and they' re worKking
in acertain area, let's allowthemto work the

pol | s.
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But we don't. And there's a reason
we don't, because we want to nmake sure that
peopl e who are working the polls have
hi storically been people who live in the area,
know t he area, know their constituents and their
nei ghbors and are able to properly service them
That' s al ways been the case.

And then we make exceptions. But if
we're going to be consistent, if we're going to
just allow it and allow the door to swi ng w de
open, then let's consider the idea of allow ng
nore than just colleges and col |l ege students.
Let's consider the idea that people who are
comuting, that people who are not there and
living there and sl eeping there but actually
wor ki ng there, and give themthe opportunity to
do so as well.

But you know what? That never cones
to the floor in this house. That's never a
consideration. But yet time and again we're
al ways tal ki ng about coll eges and col | ege
st udent s.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Martins to be recorded in the negative.
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Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | want to thank
Senator Martins. | think we should do exactly
that, along with having col |l ege students being
able to be poll workers at their schools or
wher ever, because we need nore people to be
i nvol ved in denocracy, as mny coll eague so
el oquently pointed out, and what better training
ground than actually working in an el ection?

And for the record, | come from
New York City. No one knows the people wal ki ng
into the poll sites. The poll workers do not
know who -- they know who | am happily. They're
very happy to see nme each tinme. But they don't
know who's com ng and going. The popul ation
changes constantly. The popul ation is enornous.
And we keep noving our poll sites every el ection,
so it's not even the sanme |ocation as the |ast
time tine.

So I'"'mnot worried about that
reality. But | think if nore people want to be
poll workers in a broader distribution of areas,
| say yes, we need poll workers. And we only pay
t hem $300 a day, but they have to get there at

6 aam, tolike 10 ppm So talk to your
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nei ghbors about that too.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 293, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Thursday, March 20th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
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notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Thur sday, March 20th, at 11:00 a. m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 5:12 p.m, the Senate
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