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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 17, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, March 14,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |
nove to adopt the Resolution Calendar at this
tinme.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we pl ease
recogni ze Senator Chan for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chan for an introduction.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, M. President, and
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esteened col | eagues. | rise today with great
pride to introduce a very distingui shed guest in
the gallery, Mss Universe Israel 2024, Ms. COfir
Nat al i e Korsia, who has represented |Israel on the
world stage with grace, beauty, intelligence and
resilience.

Born in Ri shon LeTzion, she is
fluent in Hebrew, Spanish and English, enbodying
the diverse cultural ties that connect Israel and
New York itself.

Beyond her achi evenents in
pageantry, M. Korsia has used her platformto
advocate for inportant causes, inspiring young
people fromaround the world. She now resides in
Los Angel es, where she continues to pursue her
artistic career and represent the val ues of
perseverance, creativity and international
under st andi ng.

It is an honor for ne to wel cone
Ms. Korsia to the New York State Senate.

And, by the way, today Ms. Korsia is
acconpani ed by M ss Jerusal em 2024, Ms. M na
Levitis.

And | ask my colleagues to join ne

in extending a warm and big New York wel cone to
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M ss Universe |Israel 2024, Oir Korsia, and
Ms. Mna Levitis, Mss Jerusal em 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chan.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's take up the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
235, Senate Print 2000, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
418, Senate Print 3352, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
437, Senate Print 4832, by Senator Chris Ryan, an
act to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
452, Senate Print 3071, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Education Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
454, Senate Print 3236, by Senator Cooney, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
481, Senate Print 4162, by Senator Bailey, an act
to incentivize the purchase of |ocal produce in
supernmarkets and grocery stores through the
FreshConnect program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
482, Senate Print 4754, by Senator Bailey, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
512, Senate Print 3585, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal

have becone a | aw.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
526, Senate Print 1609, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of February.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

545, Senate Print 1052, by Senator My, an act to
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di rect the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent to
nove the Central New York Wl cone Center to the

Equal Rights Heritage Center in the Gty of

Aubur n.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
545, Senate Print 1052, by Senator My, an act to
di rect the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent to
nove the Central New York Wl cone Center to the
Equal Rights Heritage Center in the Gty of
Aubur n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
hope the sponsor will yield for some questions on

this bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May, will you vyield?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, so Destiny USAis in the top 20
nost visited shopping centers in the nation.
Twenty-six mllion visitors a year go there.
It's the largest shopping mall in the State of
New York; the ninth largest in the entire
country.

| know this mall very well. | grew
up in the region and traveled to do Chri stnas
shopping there. But now | know all ny Canadi an
friends are traveling down to Syracuse, at the
confluence of Route 81 and Route 90, to go to
what | used to call Carousel Mll and is now
Desti ny USA.

This bill would nove the Central
New York Wel come Center from Destiny USA, from
that mall in Syracuse, to the Heritage Center in
the Gty of Auburn; is that correct?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, that's correct.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So with
Destiny USA at the confluence of 81 and 90 in
Syracuse, in the heart of CNY, why would we nove
this fromthe Cty of Syracuse and Destiny USA to
the Gty of Auburn?

SENATOR MAY: M. President, |
woul d ask my col | eague how often he has visited
t he wel come center when he has gone to Destiny
Mal | .

The reality is -- and Destiny is in
my district. Both of these |locations are in ny
district. The welconme center is |located in an
out -of -t he-way place on the second fl oor of the
mal .  Wen | have gone there, | have seen very
little activity.

And the Equal Rights Heritage Center

in Auburn was actually built to be a wel cone
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center. And the idea was, because it is |ocated
right across fromcity hall, right next to the
Seward House Historic Site, that it would be --
it would get its operating noney fromthe wel cone
center contract.

But in his wisdom the forner
governor built the building but took away the
operating noney and put it in Destiny Mll.

Destiny Mall will stand without that
operating noney, but this building risks falling
into disrepair right in the mddle of Auburn
because it does not have a regul ar source of
operating funds.

So this would just go back to the
original plan, take the funds for the wel cone
center and put it into this building that was
built for that purpose.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Does the Gty of
Syracuse support this bill?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | have not spoken to the Gty of
Syracuse.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Has t he Onondaga
County Legi slature voted on any resol utions
supporting this bill or signaled their support
for this legislation?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | haven't presented it to them

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How about the
| egi sl ature fromthe Oneida County?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't know why the Oneida County
Legi sl ature woul d be involved in any way.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, this bill is about the Central
New York Wl come Center, that's why.

How about Madi son County, also in
Central New York?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yield to that question?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | -- this is an issue of righting
a wong in the Gty of Auburn, and | have not
taken it up with county after county after county
in Central New York

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to

yi el d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Wil
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Gswego County
also in Central New York. Any support from
OGswego County? Did you reach out to Oswego
County and ask them where the Central New Yor
Wl cone Center should be?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, | did not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough y
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Wil
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

SENATOR MURRAY: The Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How about

Cortland County? Have you seen a resolution from

the legislature in Cortland County supporting
this | egislation?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

t he

is

k

ou,

t he
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M. President, | have not.

And | al so have not seen people from
Cortland County or Oneida County or Oswego County
visiting this welcone center.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Since the Gty of
Syracuse and Destiny USA are at the confl uence of
81 and 90 right in the heart of Central New York
and you're noving the Central New York Wl cone
Center, what -- and not hearing fromany of the
muni cipalities that | just listed in
Central New York, would you tell ne what was your
process for relocating and how did you
site-select a new |ocation for the
Central New York Wl cone Center?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. This is the old location for the

Central New York Wl cone Center. It was
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originally planned in this place. The building
was built for that purpose.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So parking is
free for the public at Destiny USA where the
CNY Wl cone Center is currently. |Is parking al so
free at the Heritage Center where you're
proposing to relocate the Wl cone Center for
Central New York?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, there is free parking and there is
paid parking in the vicinity.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: When you say free
parking in the vicinity, does that nmean the
par ki ng on-site you have to pay for and "in the
vicinity" is just the Gty of Auburn where
there's spots to park for the public?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, there is street parking and there
is a parking garage directly across the street
fromthe facility. And it has a policy of the
first hour or two being free. | don't renenber
exactly. The parking garage does, but not the
street parking.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the
CNY Wl cone Center, |ike many wel cone centers

t hroughout the State of New York, also have a
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Taste NY conponent to them This is currently

| ocated within a shopping mall that, as | stated

earlier, has 26 mllion visitors a year. Wich
nmeans that those 26 mllion visitors a year --
international, | mentioned Canadi ans cone down --

are exposed to those Taste NY products.

Are there 26 million New Yorkers a
year that go to the Heritage Center in the
Cty of Auburn?

SENATOR MAY: | will reiterate.
The CNY Wl conme Center, where it is now, has
precious little foot traffic of any kind. The
Equal Rights Heritage Center in Auburn, by
contrast, has school field trips that cone there,
| ots of people who conme there as part of the
Harriet Tubman National Historic Park, as part of
visiting the Seward House, visiting what we call
"Hi story's Hometown, " which is Auburn, New York

There is already a Taste NY site in
that building, as well as all Kkinds of
interactive displays about |ocal history, about
wonen's history, the history of the suffrage
novenent in the area, and the history of the
abolition novenent in the area.

So there actually is a -- while the
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buil ding itself does not get the nunbers of
people that the mall receives, the actual site
where the wel cone center would be | ocated woul d
get many nore people than visit the wel cone
center currently.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, while |
don't represent the City of Syracuse, Destiny USA
or the City of Auburn, constituents from across
my district and nei ghbors north often frequent
t hese areas.

I"'ma big believer in the Taste NY
program | think this was one of the savvier
things that we did to get agricultural products
into areas where visitors to our state could see
t hem and get sone exposure to the great
agricultural products that we have here.

|"ve got a |lot of pause about the
rel ocation of Central New York's Wl cone Center
for that reason, as 26 mllion visits a year cone
to Destiny USA. That seens |like a great place to

have a Taste NY thing.
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Qobvi ously Destiny USA, that shopping
mal | has a storied history. W hope they also
have a storied future. And | would hate to see
them | ose a good tenant that's a great
partnership with the State of New York

But on top of all of that, ny
bi ggest concern that was illumnated in this
debate here, M. President, was the process by
whi ch we've selected a new site for Centra
New York's Visitor Center -- not with any
feedback fromany of the municipalities from
across the State of New York

| didn't receive a call fromthe
sponsor of this legislation. | represent a
portion of Oswego County in Central New York. M
f eedback wasn't sought, and neither was the
feedback of the City of Syracuse,

Onondaga County, Oneida County, Madi son County,
OGswego County, Cortland County or Cayuga County
in any kind of formal way.

So that gives ne a | ot of pause, and
that will lead ne to a no vote today. And |
woul d encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senat or.
Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

i s closed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

Last year and this year in our
one- house we have all ocated noney to the
operation of the Equal Rights Heritage Center in
the Gty of Auburn because there is a building

there that was neant to have operating funding
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and does not have operating fundi ng because it
was, with no explanation, taken away fromthat
bui | di ng and assi gned to another | ocation.

We heard that Destiny Mall receives
a lot of foot traffic, but the reality is that
t he wel come center does not. And this is an
opportunity to really bring a |l ot nore foot
traffic to a welcome center in the heart of a
very historic region in Central New York

The issue about the Taste NY option,
that will always be available to Destiny Mall as
well. It exists in Auburn; it exists in Destiny
now. There is no reason why you coul dn't have
t hose anenities available in both places.

But to argue that the wel come center
is any kind of a center or is welcomng very many
people in the location that it's in now, is truly
not -- not inline with reality.

And so | amconfident that this
woul d be a nove that woul d both save us noney in
the long run and actually wel come nany nore
people than it wel cones now.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

May to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 545, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Rhoads, Wal czyk
and Wi k.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

Sorry, go ahead, Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, March 19th, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, March 19th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:12 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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