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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senate

will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Rever end
Fat her Dan Qui nn, of Bl essed Sacranent,

Mater Christi, and All Saints churches -- three
churches -- here in Al bany, New York, wll
provi de today's invocation.

REVEREND QUI NN: Thank you, ny
brothers and sisters, nenbers of the Senate, and
staff.

|"mtypically not dressed in a kilt,
but it's St. Patrick's Day, so -- maybe | saw
sonme of you | ast Monday at the H bernian Hall.

But the other day during
Parade Day -- and | should nmention | amthe
pastor of three parishes here in town, and three
schools -- soon to be two schools. But during
Par ade Day the other day, our Bishop
Schar f enberger fromthe di ocese here, he made a

poi nt of nentioning the inportance of caring for
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the environment. And then he qualified that by
saying "The environnment is the soil in which we
all grow." And that takes care -- that actually
is a bit nore of an expansive definition.

| say this because the prayer that
|"ve selected for us today is witten for us by
St. Patrick -- because it's St. Patrick's Day.
And so this is a prayer that he wote back in the
400s when he was alive, and it nentions creation,
and it mentions the strength that God gives us
through it, and certainly particularly food.

But the food grows in the soil. W
al so grow and are influenced by our environnent,
whether it's our air or our dirt or our
nei ghbor hoods or our digital environnent or our
traditions or our history, our philosophies that
we espouse -- we're influenced by all of these.
Qur growh is either influenced or stunted by the
nutrients and the toxins in these -- in these
envi ronment s.

So it's a very long prayer, but |I'm
only going to use part of it, because we only
have a short time. And also |I'mgoing to use the
part that isn't well known, because that gives

sonme variety. Everyone knows |ike the Chri st
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besi de me, Christ above ne, et cetera, et cetera.
So that's -- I'mgoing to skip that part, because
peopl e know it.

And then I'Il do a brief like
personal prayer, and then I'Il -- and then at the
end I"'mgoing to use the Serenity Prayer, which
t hi nk many of you m ght know. That's a common

one people know. And we can do that together if

you want .

| know that's |ike one that people
associate with AA. It's part of an AA neeting,
of course. But | think it's -- | consider it

al so inportant for |ike gardeners and stuff, for
peopl e who have to provide the right environnent
and then just |et things happen. And then -- and
that's, | think, partly your job too. You
provi de the right environnent and then step back
and | et things happen.

So the Prayer of St. Patrick. 1In
t he name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, amen.

"I arise today through a m ghty
strength, the invocation of the Trinity, through
the belief in the Threeness, through the

confession of the Oneness of the Creator of
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Creation.

"I arise today through the strength
of heaven: Light of sun, radiance of noon,
spl endor of fire, speed of |ightning, swftness
of wind, depth of sea, stability of earth,
firmess of rock.

"l arise today through God's
strength to pilot nme, God's mght to uphold ne,
God's wisdomto guide nme, God's eye to | ook
before me, God's ear to hear ne, God's word to
speak for ne, God's hand to guard ne.

"I sunmon today all these powers
bet ween nme and those evils agai nst every cruel,
nmercil ess power that may oppose ny body and soul .

"I arise today through a m ghty
strength -- the invocation of the Trinity through
belief in the Threeness, through confession of
t he Oneness of the Creator of Creation.”

Lord, give to those who are
responsi ble for our laws here in this chanber and
in the other -- and all who work in governnent,
either as elected or appointed or on staff --
wi sdom as St. Patrick prayed for, that they may
work their hardest to provide that the

environnment in which all of us in New York grow
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may have protection fromevil, health, may be
protected so that our lives may be lived in peace
and security from conception to death.

God, grant us the serenity to accept
the things | cannot change, the courage to change
the things that I can, and the wisdomto know the
di fference.

May Al m ghty God bl ess you all.

The Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, amen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: In Senate, Friday,
March 14, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, March 13,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.
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Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's begin by taking up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 448, by Senator Rivera, read
that resolution's title, and recognize
Senat or Ri vera.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 448, by
Senat or Rivera, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimMarch 2025 as Ameri can
Red Cross Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rivera on the resol ution.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you so much
Madam President. And a good St. Patrick's Day to
you. Happy St. Patrick's Day to all.

So we are here this afternoon to do
many things, certainly, but one of themthat I
wanted to take a mnute to do is to talk about an

organi zation that we see in every corner of the
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state and certainly in many corners of our
nation, and that is the Red Cross.

| have -- |'ve |l earned nuch about
the Red Cross in the tinme that |1've been in the
Senate. One of the things that | actually did
not know -- and | had the tinme to actually ride
with themfor a bit -- is that basically nost --
the majority of the people that do work out there
that actually keep people -- you know, that help
people right after some of the worst nmonments in
their lives, are actually vol unteers.

The overwhelmng majority of people
who are in the Red Cross are not enpl oyed by the
Red Cross, yet they give so nmuch of their tine to
make sure that they can be there, again, when
people are at their |owest to provide them hope,
to provide them help, and to give them a hand.

And we are joined here by
14 volunteers fromacross the state. There are
three in particular that 1'd certainly want to
underline. But before |I nention those
i ndividuals, | just wanted to thank you not only
for being here, but certainly for the work that
you do each and every single day out there.

Because again, when fol ks are at
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their | owest, seeing soneone comng up in a red

j acket, seeing sonebody conme to them and offering
t hem hel p and assi stance -- you are there for
peopl e when they're at their |owest, and |'ve
seen it nyself. Many folks in my district, when
t hey have by hit by floods or fires, they're --
you folks are right there. So thank you for
doi ng that every single day.

But there are three fol ks who are
here with us today who are outstandi ng and
di stingui shed hunanitarians, and I wanted to
poi nt them out.

And as | point you out, please stand
so that you can be recogni zed.

First, and I'"'msure that |'m going
to m spronounce the name, and | apol ogi ze ahead
of time, Chuck Haupt. |'mnot sure exactly how
to pronounce the nane, but M. Haupt is from
Gswego.

He is -- he has been deployed to a
total of 44 disaster relief operations, both
| ocal and national, including some of the biggest
di sasters in our nation's history, from
Hurri canes Harvey; Maria, down in Puerto Rico --

muchas gracias {in Spanish}, thank you so nuch
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for traveling down there for that -- and
Hurricane lan, and also two recent wildfires that
devast at ed areas around Los Angel es.

We are al so joined by
Ashl ey Flowers, fromWite Plains. M. Flowers
is a volunteer who herself suffers from sickle
cell disease, and she has had to have countl| ess
bl ood transfusions. And while she can't donate
bl ood hersel f, she has becone a bl ood donor
anbassador to hel p others.

And we certainly recognize you
Ms. Flowers, for all of that. Thank you for
being with us.

And | ast but certainly not |east, we
have Margi e Davis, from Cohoes, who's a retired
New York Air National Guard nurse with a
di stingui shed 20-year mlitary career. Thank you
for your service, M. Davis.

She has continued to vol unteer her
time and expertise with the American Red Cross
services to the Arnmed Services Program

So these three wonderful folks are
just sone of the folks who do work, as | said,
every day across the state. Just so that you

have -- ny col | eagues have sone sense, |ast year
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the American Red Cross just in New York State
assi sted 6500 househol ds, over 6500 househol ds
af fected by 3100 |l ocal disasters. And we're
tal king everything fromfloods to fires,

et cetera.

They hosted al nost -- over
10, 000 bl ood drives and collected nore than
224,000 units of blood. They taught preparedness
education to al nost 28,000 adults and children
and have donated, in the State of New York, over
518, 000 hours of service. So we are incredibly
t hankful for what you do every day.

And, Madam President, | just want to
make sure that we can salute their work, welcone
them here, and give themall the privileges of
t he house. Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ri vera.

Senator Rolison on the resolution.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. And thank you, Senator Rivera,
for this resolution.

| had the great fortune to be on the
board of directors of the then Dutchess County

chapter of the Anerican Red Cross starting in
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about 2003-2004, and got to know up cl ose and
personal , you know, the m ssion that they had and
how they carried it out. And then in 2008 when
retired fromthe Town of Poughkeepsie PD I
actually becane a staff nenber, an enpl oyee of

t hat chapter in Poughkeepsi e.

And there cane a tinme when there was
a devastating house fire in the Town of Beekman
on the east end of Dutchess County. And luckily
no one was injured, but the house was destroyed.
And the folks that lived in that house were able
to rent a house in the Town of Poughkeepsi e,
where nenbers of our chapter went out to see how
they were doing, and | went as well.

And this was of course a very
enotional tinme. They'd |lost everything. The
clothes that they had on their back that norning
at about 5:30 when they were able to evacuate the
house is all that they had.

And as they were recalling that
nonment when they realized their house was on
fire -- and they had snoke al arnms, which got them
out, thankfully -- they said that they were
standing on the front |lawn, and the sun was

coming up and the fire was being extinguished --
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and the house, obviously, was gone -- that people
showed up and they were wearing red jackets and
red vests. And the nother of that famly was

t apped on the shoul der and turned around, and
there was a wonman standing there and said, "W
are with the Red Cross, and we're here to help
you. "

And at that point in time she said,
| know that we've |ost everything, but here are
peopl e who were here to help us, to help our
famly. And that was sonmething that she said was
able to get her through the days after and the
weeks after, recovering their lives. And it was
the Anerican Red Cross that was there that
norning to help them

And Madam Presi dent -- and again,
Senator Rivera -- thank you, and | proudly
support this comenoration to a trenmendous
organi zati on throughout this country but right
here in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senat or Rivera, thank you for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1193

introducing this resolution. You spoke about the
pr epar edness issues that the Red Cross assists
Wi th.

They routinely hel p seniors instal
snoke detectors and so nany really things that
you think may be perfunctory but are really
important to the day-to-day |lives of New Yorkers.

But | rise to speak about a
devastating fire that happened in ny district at
2910 Wal |l ace Avenue, a five-story, six-story
buil ding -- excuse nme, a six-story buil ding,
conpletely gutted. Thank God nobody was injured
or killed.

But the lives of these individuals
have forever been changed. And while things are
not where they should be at all as it relates to
t hese young fol ks and these people in this
bui l di ng, the Red Cross stepped up i mredi ately.
Wthin an hour, within mnutes, they cane to the
site, they offered tenporary housing and they
came to a school that we had set up as a
tenporary holding site, and they responded and
acted. So -- and they hel ped to extend the
tenporary housing for individuals.

| just wanted to give a word of
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gratitude that it really is working in our
comunities. | just want to say thank you to
them for the work that they did on that day, and
so many things that we don't know that they do.

| vote aye on the resol ution.

Thank you, Senator Rivera.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senator Wi k on the resolution.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you.

And | just want to say |I'mso
grateful to have this resolution today. The
Anerican Red Cross does so nuch wonderful work
for our conmunities. |'ve been working with them
for along tinme. They offer so nany great
progranms for children and for famlies and for
fire prevention.

In fact, the Anerican Red Cross Hone
Fire Canpaign installs free snoke alarms in hones
that |ack them and provides fire safety
education. And that has been so hel pful in ny
previous district, in nmy new district as we've
been working. So many comrunities benefit from
this. W advertise it all the tine with our

social nmedia to nake sure that everyone
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under st ands what a great organization this is,
how much they really are a part of our comrunity.

In fact, every tine you see a
di saster on the news, if you | ook carefully in
t he background, you al ways see an Anerican Red
Cross car in the background and vol unteers
hel ping out. | know that -- | think our nearest
| ocation is in Senator Hoyl man's district in
downt own -- down in Lower Manhattan. And | know
congestion pricing was a big issue for them so
hopefully they' ve been able to get an exenption
for that.

But this is an organi zation that
never stops giving and never stops commtting to
our communities, and for that |'mso grateful for
this resolution today, and | thank themfor their
wor K.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Wi k.

To our guests fromthe American
Red Cross, and particularly our volunteers, al
of you, we wel cone you on behal f of the Senate.
We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t he house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there is a privileged resolution at the desk.
Pl ease take it up, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Sean Ryan on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 518, by
Senat or Kavanagh, honoring St. Patrick and al
persons of Irish descent upon the occasion of the
2025 cel ebration of St. Patrick's Day on
March 17, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Sean Ryan on the resolution.

SENATOR SEAN RYAN: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| rise today to celebrate
St. Patrick's Day and our proud Irish heritage
here in New York State.

Wth a nanme |ike Sean Ryan, you know
my heritage. And |I'mproud to be an
I rish-Anerican, but also a nenber of the Anerican

Irish Legislators Society. Qur president,
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Senat or Kavanagh, is down at the parade today and
he asked ne to pinch hit for him

After spending the | ast several days
celebrating St. Patrick's Day, my energy level is
alittle flagging today for the pinch hitting.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SEAN RYAN: So we start in
Buffalo on Friday with the civic |uncheon at the
Irish Center, which then norphs into a | arge
after-lunch cel ebration, where a | ot of people
fromthroughout the city come over. And then on
Sat urday we have an A d Nei ghborhood par ade,
whi ch goes into Saturday evening, which is
foll owed by a Sunday norning cel ebration of the
pre-|large parade in downtown Buffalo.

So we've been battling the weat her
all weekend, but we managed to have a | ot of fun.
And |'m happy to bring the celebration back to
Al bany.

So there's over 2 mllion Irish
descent -- let nme do that again. There's
2 mllion New Yorkers of Irish descent.

I rish-Americans are the second-|argest ethnic
group in New York State. And our honet own of

Buffalo Irish heritage traces back to first
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people conmng in the early 1800s through vari ous
nei ghbor hoods in the city.

But fromBuffalo to Brooklyn and
Boston and everywhere in between, Irish
comunities can be felt and their influence can
be felt all over the Northeast.

The first parade in Anerica was in
the 1600s. St. Augustine, Florida, the Spanish
colony, had an Irish priest who held a feast
day and a parade for the Irish | aborers who were
wor ki ng then in Florida.

It's a great day of celebration, but
St. Patrick's Day has al ways got a tinge of
sadness in it, because Irish immgration to
Anerica didn't really start until the 1840s, and
that's when a great famine hit Ireland and over a
mllion people starved to death.

And a mllion people were put on
boats to cone to Anerica, and they fled what in
Ireland they call the G eat Hunger. And that was
followed by -- or part of colonialism-- economc
privation. And so from 1840 there was 8 mllion
people living in Ireland, and by 1960 there was
only 5 mllion people living in Ireland. So the

whol e country was really destabilized by the
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fam ne.

But that fam ne is what brought us
I rish-Americans, Irish-Canadi ans,
I rish-Australians, because the Irish Diaspora
spread around the world at that tine.

So we're a nation of inmmgrants.
Irish immgrants cane to New York, we hel ped
build New York. The Erie Canal, Manhattan
skyscrapers, our roads, our bridges, al
benefited fromlrish labor. And at this very
Capitol that we stand in today, it was English,
Scottish and Irish stonemasons and stoneworkers
who put the Capitol together.

So today we appreciate our
Irish heritage, the inpact that Irish-Anericans
have had on New York State. But we al so pause to
t hi nk about people around the world who are
living in fam ne and starvation.

| was in Ireland several times, but
nost recently there was a tinme when there was a
fam ne going on and every church in Irel and was
maki ng collections to send famne relief. And
they' re always making collections to send fam ne
relief sonmewhere in Ireland, because the G eat

Famine is still with the Irish people.
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So we cel ebrate, we renenber. |It's
a cliche, but everyone's Irish today. And so on
behal f of my Irish colleagues in the Senate,
we're happy to allow everyone to claim
I rish descent today.

But al so on behal f of every
I rish-American, | want to thank Anerica for being
t he beacon of liberty and freedomthat wel conmed
the teem ng nasses of Irish that were tired and
poor and were huddl ed nasses, and were allowed to
be free in Anerica.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ryan.

Senat or Cooney on the resol ution.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And Happy St. Patrick's Day to you
| know |'ve had a chance to visit your district
in Yonkers, and the Majority Leader's district in
Yonkers; there's a large Irish-Anerican
popul ati on.

Happy St. Patrick's Day to all of ny
col | eagues in the Senate. And so nany

New Yor kers have such deep ties to their
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Irish roots, including -- despite this
South Asian tan -- the Cooney famly of
Rochest er.

And we felt the excitenent this past
weekend because for the first time in five years,
since the pandem c, we saw the streets of
Rochester filled with green. And | was so
pl eased to wal k al ongsi de our county executive
and our mayor as we celebrated St. Patrick's Day
in Rochester.

But here's a fun fact to share with
our Senate coll eagues. Many, many, many years
ago Rochester was actually the fourth-Iargest
city per capita with an Irish population. So of
course Boston and New York and Chi cago, but then
canme Rochester.

And that just says what ny col |l eague
Senat or Ryan said: W are a welcomng state, we
are wel com ng conmunity that has welconed in
immgrants fromall over our world. And we
remenber that this St. Patrick's Day.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| just wanted to briefly say, in
honor of ny former seatmate Ti m Kennedy, | will
read the entire history of --

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: -- of the diaspora
in Amrerica. Just Kkidding.

Happy St. Patrick's Day, everybody.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Chair.

And | know this is probably
surprising to everybody, given ny |ast nane,
Scarcella, but I am51 percent Irish. So that is
truly where ny roots lie.

Growing up, | picture nmy grandnot her
maki ng corned beef and cabbage in her green robe,
in her green apron with her shanrock on the
front.

But the Sullivan side of ny famly

on Staten Island truly, truly celebrates this

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1203

day, and we always have. It rem nds nme of ny
chil dhood. |'m happy this year ny own children
were able to finally march in the Staten Island
St. Patrick's Day Parade, the first year it's
ever been inclusive. So we're very excited about
t hat .

| just wanted to wi sh everybody a
very, very happy St. Patrick's Day.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The sponsors of
today's resolutions would like to open them for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
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you choose not to be a cosponsor on these
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| have a notion

On behal f of Senator Harckham on
page 30 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 520, Senate Print 5983, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he cal endar now, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

There is a substitution at the desk.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Rivera
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5572 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 814, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 88.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 88,
Assenbly Bill 5572, by Assenbl ymenber Zi nernan,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
219, Senate Print 3406, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first of January.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 219, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Chan,
Gal I'i van, Qoeracker, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedisco
and Wal czyk. Also Senator Giffo.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
273, Senate Print 1468, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 273, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
312, Senate Print 4434, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 312, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.
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Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
355, Senate Print 3100, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 355, voting in the negative are
Senators Ortt and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
411, Senate Print 2541, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
438, Senate Print 4925, by Senator Ranbs, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

450, Senate Print 4805, by Senator Chris Ryan, an

act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

471, Senate Print 1574, by Senator Krueger, an
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act to amend the Public Authorities Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
476, Senate Print 1188, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
489, Senate Print 1816, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 489, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Cberacker and Wei k.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease nove on
to the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
411, Senate Print 2541, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Lanza, why do you rise?
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SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Wl czyk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Wal czyk be heard on the
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Wal czyk
may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

Madam Chai r.

| offer the follow ng amendnents to
this bill as germane. This is an elections bill,
the bill-in-chief that is brought before us here

today. The sponsor's goal is to provide
accountability of ballots by unfunded nandate to
el ectronic ballot inmges being posted by Board of

El ections within a week of our el ections.
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Thi s anendnent ensures the Board of
El ections has access to federal resources so only

citizens of the United States who can be

regi stered -- and nobody from Bel arus or Mexico
or Venezuela are illegally voting in New York's
el ections.

Peopl e require two-factor
aut hentication just to sign into an application
on their phone. The |least we could do in this
body is to ensure that noncitizens aren't voting
in our elections.

And by entering into the SAVE
program which is the anmendnent that | offer here
t oday, our Board of Elections will work in a
bi partisan way with U S. citizen and inmgration
services agencies to do that authentication and
ensure that no legal citizen's vote is cancel ed
t hrough noncitizen fraud.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Wl czyk.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
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chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 411, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1215

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal endar
Nunber 438, Senate Print 4925, by Senator Ranos,
an act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
| hope the sponsor of this |egislation would
yield for some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So this bill expands a requirenent
of enployers in New York for witten workpl ace
vi ol ence prevention prograns to include abusive
conduct and bullying. |Is that correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Only in the public sector.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: |"mjust going to
read a bit froma veto nessage fromthe Governor.
This is Veto Message 130.

"This bill, however, does not define
t he specific conduct that is being prohibited,
whi ch would likely Iead to confusion for
enpl oyees, disparate application of the |aws, and
potential |legal challenges. M admnistration
will continue to work closely with the state's
publ i ¢ enpl oyee unions to address the concerns
presented by this bill. Therefore, | am
constrained to veto this bill."

From our Governor, Kathy Hochul

Have any definitions been changed or
cleared up in the bill that you're bringing
forward since this was vetoed?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent -- bl ess you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
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SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. The | aw doesn't del ve deeper in
even about sexual harassnment. W have not
changed any iteration of the bill and are
proceedi ng as is.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wel |, perhaps
this line of questioning will be helpful for the
Governor in future reviews of this as we get sone
of the legislative intent out here.

Current |aw has assault and hom cide
as abusive conduct. Wuld you consider spitting
at an enpl oyee of the State of New York or
throwing feces or, if an enployee in the State of
New York had to be Narcaned because of the
abusi ve environnment that they're in, would that
be consi dered abusive conduct on the job in the

St ate of New Yor k?
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SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | don't know whether the
Governor wat ches Senator Wal czyk's debate
guestions routinely, but the behavior that the
Senator is describing is already covered in the
| aw.

What this bill is about is training
for the current workers and supervisors in the
public sector.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER  The Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: My under st andi ng
is this legislation isn't just training, but also
wor kpl ace policies and a prevention program |Is
t hat correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Yes, it is.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wi ch enpl oyers
does this apply to?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, the State of New York and its
agenci es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So -- through
you, Madam President, would the sponsor continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So corrections
officers, this would apply to thenf

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes. They are state enpl oyees.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Shoul d t he
Depart ment of Corrections and Community
Supervi sion have a witten plan to prevent
violent crimnals from abusing and bullying staff
within our correctional facilities in the State
of New York?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. That is not what this bill
does. This bill is about the enpl oyees receiving
training and their supervisors receiving
trai ni ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Readi ng from

line 18 on the first page of your bill -- it's
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paragraph 4 -- "Witten workpl ace viol ence
prevention program Every enployer with at | east
20 permanent full-time enpl oyees shall devel op
and inplement a witten workplace viol ence
prevention programfor its workplace or

wor kpl aces. That includes" -- and it goes on to
say the following is the section of |aw that you
have.

So are you saying this doesn't
actually require the change "abusive conduct and
bullying in the workplace" to be added to that
prevention progranf

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam President, line 18 of the bill is already
part of state law and is not the part that |I'm
anmendi ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So abusi ve
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conduct and bullying is being added to the --
that same section. So Section 4 says the

wor kpl ace vi ol ence prevention program as |
understand it, and you're adding, in addition to
a list of things, a list of risk factors that
enpl oyers have to identify: Hi gh-risk areas,
installing external |ighting, using drop saves,
posting signs, providing training -- this is al
part of the program

And al so establishing and
i npl enenting reporting systenms for incidents of
aggr essi ve behavi or, abusive conduct and
bul I yi ng.

So ny understandi ng, at |east from
the legislation the way that you've drafted it,
is that abusive conduct and bullying woul d have
to be a part of that workpl ace viol ence
prevention program Am|l reading it wong?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Yes, the Senator is. Because
what |'manmending is part of Section 3 and not
Section 4.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So would this --
this would apply to just the Departnent of
Corrections in order to do what, then?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam President. It doesn't only apply to the
Department of Corrections. It applies to every
single state agency, and the State of New York as
a whol e, as an enpl oyer.

So the change is to Section 3, which
outlines risk evaluation and determ nati on and
conpel s every enpl oyer covered by the law to
eval uate its workplace or workplaces to determ ne
the presence of factors or situations in which
t he enpl oyees m ght be at certain risks of
occupational assaults and hom ci des.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER  The Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And what you j ust
listed off was the current statute, but you're
addi ng abusi ve conduct and bullying to that samne
program is that correct?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And in the --

t hrough you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And currently in
statute, in this sane section, is also required
to have a witten workpl ace vi ol ence prevention
program |Is that correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that has al ready been part of
t he | aw.
SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So abusive
conduct and bullying in the workpl ace are added
under the current statute, which requires a
written workplace viol ence prevention program is
t hat correct?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes,

Madam President, that is correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d this apply
to the New York National Guard?

SENATOR RAMOS: Hm  (Pause.)

Through you, Madam President, ny understanding is
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if they're activated by the state, then yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So we currently
have an obligation to have a workpl ace vi ol ence
prevention programthat tries to prevent assault
and hom cide; you're adding to the |aw al so
bul | yi ng and abusi ve conduct, correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: Yes. Through you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Shoul d t he
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Department of Corrections have a witten plan to
prevent abusing and bullying staff?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | see where the Senator is
going. |I'mthe chair of the Labor Commttee, and
| happen to be the sponsor of the bill to end a

mandated third shift for correction workers.
That is not what this bill is about.

And yes, every worker, w thout
exception, should be safe at work.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In a workpl ace
vi ol ence prevention program applying it to
sonewhere |ike corrections facilities in the
State of New York, should the Departnent of
Corrections be able to separate violent innmates
fromstaff if they continue to reoffend?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, that is not what this bill does.

What this bill does is nandate state
agencies and the State of New York to have a plan
and train their enployees and supervi sors.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMOS: Wy not ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: As part of the
written workpl ace viol ence prevention program
that we're discussing here, should the Departnent
of Corrections be able to separate violent
i nmat es who continue to reoffend fromstaff and
especially in a special housing unit within our
correctional facilities?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam President. That is not gernane to this
bill. This bill is entirely about enployees and
t heir supervisors.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Shifting off of
corrections officers and just at large to the
state enpl oyees that this applies to, if a
coworker said to ne, for exanple, because of ny
party registration that I want everyone to die,
woul d that constitute bullying?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, absolutely. That woul d even be
abusi ve conduct .

And I'lIl add, as long as -- through
you, Madam President -- you know, there have been
many i nstances where supervisors in state
agenci es have been bullyi ng enpl oyees. And
unfortunately this past Decenber a state enpl oyee
di ed by suicide because he felt he was being
bullied by one of his supervisors.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: A few weeks ago a
col | eague fromthe other side of the aisle who
we' ve heard their voice recently said that "I
guess the Republicans just want everyone to die."

Wi ch apparently the New York State
Senat e needs a training programon workpl ace
vi ol ence, abusiveness and bullying. 1'Il spare
you the name of that Senator. You could | ook up
the transcript.

"1l be voting no, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, the point had been made
that there are many times when our coll eagues
across the aisle vote for -- vote against the
remedy or root cause of the issue and then the
times that we propose the cure or the nedicine
for the issue, they vote against that as well.

And so that is what was neant by
them then not wanting to hel p anyone. And |
think for a long tine many of us, especially
t hose of us who are people of color, have felt
that way about the party. And you need only to
| ook at what is happening even at our federal
| evel or how divided our country has been over so
many i ssues, for many Republicans to probably
under stand what is happening and why that is.

That being said, what this bill is
about is maeking sure that the supervisors,
conmmi ssi oners, our state agencies and our state
enpl oyers have training available in order to
ensure that no worker is being bullied on the
j ob.

| want to extend ny synpathies to
correction officers who don't have an easy j ob,

especially in a state where the previous governor
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cl osed so many of our nmental health facilities --
whi ch woul d be the appropriate place for nany of
t he people who are currently incarcerated to be
properly handl ed by professionals and not by the
correction officers who m ght not have received
the appropriate training to do that.

And as usual, this |I'msure was an
attenpt to have a gotcha nonent, and |'m happy
the Senator got his clip.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 438, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Chan, Helm ng, Mirray,
ober acker, Walczyk and Wi k. Excuse nme. Also
Senator Borrello.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
471, Senate Print 1574, by Senator Krueger, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Wal czyk, why do you rise?
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SENATOR WALCZYK: | m back,
Madam Presi dent. Happy St. Patrick's Day.

| was hoping the sponsor would yield
for sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, | do, in
honor of St. Patrick's Day.

And you know, we have a hundred
nmenos i n support and not one nenb opposed, so |I'm
del i ghted that Senator Wal czyk has decided to
guestion me.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: It could be your
| ucky day. W mght even tal k about four-| eaf
clovers, if the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill's goa
is to reduce gas enissions, inprove air quality,

reduce noi se in | andscapi ng equi pnent by creating
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a rebate programfor certain | andscapi ng
equi pnent. |Is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Al good
goal s.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | s there noney in
t he budget for this?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, NYSERDA has funds through the
RGE programthat they have flexibility about how
they use. This bill gives themthe flexibility
to use sonme of their funds for this purpose and
set whatever limts they wish, a maxi mum cap on
t he amobunt per year or a cap on the rebate for
di fferent kinds of equipnent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | mssed the part
of this bill where it prescribes that RGE
fundi ng woul d be used. Wuld you point that out
to me?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So, I'"'msorry, so
it's an exanple of the type of funds that NYSERDA
has avail able that are allowed to be used for
t hese purposes. They have --

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Excuse ne.
Senat or Krueger didn't finish.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, of
course | allow -- they have other funding streans
avai l abl e as well where they have flexibility,
but that seened |ike an obvi ous match.

And certainly |I'm happy to answer
nor e questi ons.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Apol ogi es. Thank

you for finishing there.
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| f the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So sone of those
ot her lines would be, for exanple, systens
benefit charges, a charge on everyone's bil
across the State of New York

NYSERDA, if not prescribed and
doesn't have access to another pot of funding,
that would conme directly fromthe ratepayer, is
t hat correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | don't think that NYSERDA
woul d ever need to go down this path, given the
expect ati ons of how much woul d be applied for as
tax incentives each year. So I'mnot really
concerned about that storyline.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wo is eligible
for the rebates in this electronic |andscaping
equi pnent progranf?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Landscapi ng
conpani es and ot her conpani es using, you know,

i ndustrial -sized equi pnent. Not private
i ndi vidual s for their hones.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Municipalities as
wel | ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Do municipalities
have tax incentives that they can take? It's a
good question. | would have to follow up for you

on that.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So lines 16 and
17 on the first page of your bill say
"l andscapi ng busi ness or state agency, state
authority, local authority, town, county,

vill age, school district, private school,
university, not-for-profit corporation or any
ot her nonprofit organi zation."

Wul d all those be eligible for this
equi pnent ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | stand
corrected, they would be eligible. And in fact
of those hundred nmenos in support | got, they
i ncl uded sone of exactly those nunicipalities and
| ocal comunities. So yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Not ewor t hy
m ssing fromthat |ist was individual
New Yorkers. Are they somewhere else in the
bill, or are individuals eligible?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No,
i ndi vidual s are not eligible.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What about
i ndependent busi nesses that aren't specifically
| andscapi ng conpani es? Could they be a part of
t his progranf

SENATOR KRUECGER: Just commerci al

| andscapi ng busi nesses.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So there's a |ist
of equi pnment under the definition here that woul d
gualify and shall be included in this program
That i ncludes wal ki ng and ri di ng | awnnowers,
hedge trinmers, |eaf blowers, mulchers, chippers,
chain saws, cultivators. Am| also seeing
snowbl ower s?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, we do see
snowbl ower s.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Have you ever
used an el ectric snowbl ower ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | have not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | al so see snow
shovels listed in your bill. What is a snow --
an el ectric snow shovel ?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Madam Pr esi dent
through you. | think an electric snowbl ower is
an electric version of a gas snowblower. If |I'm
wrong and there aren't snowbl owers, nobody's
goi ng to be buying them

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the question -- |let nme say
again, because | listed off all of those things.
Yeah, very specifically --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are you

asking if the Senator will yield?
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Oh, |I'm asking
t he sponsor to yield. Yeah, apol ogies.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senator will vyield.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Line 9 of page 2 lists -- and it
goes from pol e saws, augers, cultivators,
tillers, some farm equi prent, snowbl owers and
snow shovel s. |'mwondering specifically, what
is an el ectronic snow shovel? 1'monly famliar
with the old technol ogy of a snow shovel.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So I'm | ooking on
Googl e because ny staff handily typed in

"electric snow shovels,” and they exist.

Do | know whet her you would |ike one
or I would like one? | don't know. But they are
for sale, so hence they exist.

So they m ght be used. Depending, |
guess, on how nuch snow you have.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You | earn
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somet hi ng new every day.

Are batteries better for the
envi ronnment than plug-in electronic devices? So
if you have a battery-powered device, would it be
better to have that battery or would it be better
to have a corded el ectronic device? For the
envi ronment .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |'mnot an engineer, so | don't
know t hat answer .

| believe under this bill if it's an
el ectric versus a gas piece of equipnent, it
woul d be eligible. So conceivably, some of these
woul d be battery. Some of them could be plugged
in. So -- but whether one is better than the
other, | don't know.

What | do know is both of themare
better than gas-powered equi pnent. And in fact
the Pediatric Association, in their neno, pointed
out that gas-powered | awn equi prent contri butes
ground-| evel ozone and fine particul ate
pol l uti on, where even short-term exposure to
t hese pol lutants can cause or contribute to
ast hma, heart attacks, cardiovascul ar di seases

and premat ure deat h.
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It's estimated that in 2020 al one,
gas- powered | awn equi prent in New York produced
alnmost 1.4 mllion tons if climte pollution,
equi valent to the em ssions for nore than 300, 000
cars annual ly.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | know it may be
an unfair either/or, but when you consider the
m ning of rare-earth nmetals across the world, the
manuf act uri ng process, and then we've even taken
up sone legislation recently in this body for
di sposal or recycling of different battery
products, would you consider the carbon footprint
of a battery-operated device to be higher than
one that is plugged in with an electric cord and
doesn't have a battery?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Agai n,

Madam President, |'mnot sure that | am an
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engi neer qualified to answer that question.

Agai n, both of those options are
better froman environnental and health safety
per spective than gas-powered nachinery.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But this
| egislation here -- if both are better, this
| egi slation here actually specifically dictates
that corded el ectroni c equi pnent, reel nowers or
tractors used to pull other |awn-care devices are
not eligible.

So why woul dn't we include corded
devices in this legislation if the purpose and
goal is for air quality, to reduce noise
pol l uti on, and reduce em ssions?

SENATOR KRUECGER: It turns out that
t he ki nd of equipnent that institutional users --

not private users -- buy are actually not corded
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products.

So that this bill, as it evol ved and
becanme only eligible for nonpersonal use, really
ended up with corded options not being avail abl e.
So | guess the answer is this is for other forns
of electric products, not corded el ectric
products, if that hel ps.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yes, so just that
poi nt of clarification.

So the plug-in electronic
products are not eligible, aml reading that
correct, and this would just be for
batt ery-operat ed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Because
there really aren't corded products that would
work at this vol une.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .
SENATOR KRUEGER: Before | sit

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes,
Senat or Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield for one question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senat or Krueger, do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Senat or, when you were readi ng off
that statenment with the statistics about the
effect it has on the environnent, did it also
break down the difference between commercial and
i ndi vidual ? For exanple, |awnnmower usage anong
i ndi viduals who are not eligible for this rebate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "' m | ooking for
you, because | don't believe either docunent
broke it down that way.

But there are many references to the
data. Respiratory Health Association, US

Envi ronnmental Protection Association, Environnent
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America, Public Interest Research G oup, USEPA --
characterization of em ssions from gas-driven
| awn equi prent, et cetera.

So it's conceivable |I could find you
that data. Influence of background -- oh, I'm
sorry, the one thing that didn't get raised is
that the noise level fromelectric equipnment is
dramatically |l ess than gas-powered. And so the
Anmerican Pedi atric Association and ot hers have
al so highlighted the decreased damage to hearing
fromusing electric products instead of gas
products.

And |I'm | ooking at the nmeno fromthe
Ameri can Acadeny of Pediatrics to see whet her
t hey break down -- and they have |lots of data
here that |'m happy to share with you, but |
don't think they break it down by individual and
noni ndi vi dual .

Al t hough | certainly woul d encourage
i ndi vi dual hormeowners al so to nake the decision
to use electric versus gas, because it is
healthier and it's rmuch | ess noisy. | know when
| did a press event in Westchester County, people
came out to say, W love this because we can't

stand the noise in our conmunities.
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| nyself have no nei ghbors that use
| awn equi prrent at all, since it's Manhatt an.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: My point to that
was that we have literally tens of mllions,
nmysel f included, who take care of their own | awn,
i ndi vi dual s.

And if it is so inportant that we
cut down on the em ssions that are generated by
t hese gas nowers, if it is so inportant even, as
you nentioned, that we cut down on the noise
pol lution, why are we not including individuals
with this incentive-type progran? That was ny
poi nt .

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Mirray.

Senat or Tedi sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR TEDI SCO For a questi on.
Wul d the Senator yield for just a clarification.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or,

do you yield for a clarification?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Go ahead,
Senat or .

SENATOR TEDI SCO Just a quick
clarification. |1'mnot talking about individual
homeowners or things like that.

But in ternms of owning a business
and being conmercial, we have one person who does
a | ot of nei ghborhoods, |andscaping, now ng.
He's the only person that owns the business. You
don't have to have a certain nunber of enpl oyees
to get this rebate, if you re the one enpl oyee,
you own your business, they would qualify for
that? A singular enpl oyee.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Yes.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: You' re wel cone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the sponsor of this
bill. Years ago | was caring for a | oved one who
was undergoi ng treatnment for cancer, and during
the treatment we noved in with nmy nother, who
lived in a suburban town, because we thought it
woul d be nice and qui et and a place where he
coul d sl eep during the day.

And it turned out that every single
hour of every day there was a | awnnower or an
edge trimrer or a |eaf blower operating within a
hundred feet of our house, it seened |like. And
it was al nost inpossible for himto sl eep.

So we ended up novi ng back into our
urban apartnent, where the car noise and the bus
noi se was far |less than the noise of the
| andscapi ng equi pnent all around us.

W tal k about the em ssions from
t hese, but the noise that they produce is truly

di sturbing for people who are trying to get a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1252

child to sleep or are trying to recover from an
illness.

And so |I'mgrateful that we are
trying to incentivize this kind of rmuch quieter
technol ogy so that we can have heal thier
environnents for people to just take care of
t hensel ves.

So | have vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 471, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Gllivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Murray, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
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adj ourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, March 18th, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Tuesday,
March 18th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:31 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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