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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 12, 2025, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 11, 2025, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There's a privileged resolution at
t he desk, Senate Resolution 488, by
Leader Stewart-Cousins. Please take it up and
read its title.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 488, by
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, resolution in response
to the 2025-2026 Executive Budget subm ssion

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
this resolution, as everyone knows, is the
Senat e' s one- house budget resolution. W have an
agreenent with our Mnority coll eagues that
debate will be strictly limted to two hours.

As usual , our Finance chair,
Senat or Krueger, will |ead the debate for the
Majority, with other menbers getting up in their

areas of expertise as necessary.
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We're ready to begin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Good aft -- good
norning. It's not afternoon yet.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Good
nor ni ng, Senat or.

SENATOR O MARA: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have a few questions on the
budget, if Senator Krueger would not m nd
respondi ng to sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you m nd?

SENATOR O MARA: It's been a | ong
two weeks without you, Liz, so it's good to get
back together again after a nonth of budget
heari ngs. But --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or i s ready.

SENATOR KRUEGER: "' m ready.

SENATOR O MARA: Al right. 1've
just got a few questions. | don't think |I have a
whole ot today. | know we've got a | ot of

menbers here that do have a | ot of questions on
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t hi s.

But overall, this is roughly about a
$259 billion budget at this point?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is correct,

Senat or .

SENATOR O MARA: And you have
i ncreased, over -- through you, Madam Presi dent
if the Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: And this is an
increase -- this one-house budget bill here in
the Senate is an increase of how nuch over what
t he Executive proposed, the Executive's -- how
much over what the Governor proposed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Appr oxi mat el y
6.5 billion, Madam President.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: The -- and the
Governor had rai sed spendi ng about what over | ast
year ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The Covernor's
growt h between last year and this year is
approximately 3.6 percent.

SENATCR O MARA: No, the dollar
i ncrease | was asking for.

SENATOR KRUEGER: About $9 billion
dol I ar s.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. So through
you, Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So in all total
this is about $17 billion increased spendi ng over
| ast year's budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Appr oxi mat el y
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15 billion, Madam President. Her 9 billion plus
our 6.5 billion. 15 and a half billion.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Well, ny figures

have it closer to 17 billion, but what's a couple
billion between friends here.
And we're looking -- it's roughly --

it's alnbst a 13 percent increase over | ast
year's budget, what we have proposed here. Wuld
you agree with that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. You know,
we're different on the exact nunbers, but we show

about a 12.7 percent from our one-house to | ast

year, yes.
SENATOR O MARA: Very good.

Madam President, if the Senator will continue to

yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: W came back to
t he sane nunber, because | have 12.7 percent on
nmy sheet here too.

SENATOR KRUEGER: There we go.

SENATCR O MARA: W'l |l have to

figure out where that $2 billion is not show ng
up or showing up here. But we'll -- I'msure
we'll get to that before we get to the final

budget here in a few weeks.

Were is the -- through you,
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: This 15 to
17 billion dollars of increased spending, howis
t hat being raised? Were's the revenues coni ng

fronf
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. |In our one-house we obviously
have the 800 million addition fromthe revenue
consensus agreemnent .

We have an increase in the personal
income tax for the highest |evel earners in the
State of New York, an increase for those with
5 mllion and up in income, and another bunp for
people with $25 nmillion and up.

And then we al so do an increase in
the corporate inconme tax for businesses with over
$5 mllion in revenue. So |arger businesses.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: W' re increasing
state incone taxes on the highest earners, those
over $5 mllion a year, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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SENATCR O MARA: And that rate is
going up to 10.8 percent for those --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, in mny
district that | represent in rural upstate
New York, frankly, there's not nmany of those
earners in that district. But in the state,
there is. And particularly in our financial
services industry, which accounts for al nost
20 percent of our total revenues, are you
concerned that raising incone taxes -- are they
going to cause nore of those people to | eave the
state?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. No, |I'mactually not.

When you | ook at the data, not just
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guestions of what do we charge in taxes or a
budget for the State of New York, but when you
look at it in relationship to the gromh of the
gross product for New York State, New York State
at the end of 2024 -- granted, we've been in a
new adm ni stration for a couple of nonths now --
had the nost successful econony in the country.
We had higher growh than nbost states in the
country.

When you evaluate us in the
deci sions we make on tax policy or spending
policy, a better evaluation would be | ooking at
us as a world econony, not as one of 50 states.
Because technically, if we were our own nation,
New York State would be the 10th | argest econony
in the world.

So when you ask questions about why
do people cone here to live or to grow busi nesses
or to stay and to do business, you look at it in
a world econom c analysis. And on that analysis,
on report after report after report, New York is
doing terrifically.

So | amnot worried that a very
smal | percentage increase on the highest earners

on their state taxes will have any inpact on the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1032

deci sions they make from a nargi nal perspective
on the people who live here.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: W seemto be
doi ng our best here in New York -- and | disagree
wi th your analysis on the inpacts of these tax
i ncreases, particularly in light of recent news
just in the last couple of weeks, and in the |ast
few days, that the New York Stock Exchange is
openi ng an exchange in Texas. Gol dman Sachs, one
of the largest financial firnms in the state, in
the country, in the world, is encouraging their
New York managers to nove to Texas

These -- | don't see how these tax
i ncreases are not going to just accel erate that
even nore and nove hi gher earners out of our
st at e.

But what is your analysis of Gol dman
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encouraging their workers to nove to Texas, of
t he New York Stock Exchange opening in Dallas?
What's the inpact of that going to have on the
revenues in New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Appreciate the

guestion, Madam Presi dent.
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The fact is in today's world where
fi nance industry can be anywhere -- it's true you
don't need to be tethered to a specific stock
mar ket fl oor somewhere, everything is done in the
clouds -- there is nore distribution of the
financial sector, as there's nore distribution of
ot her parts of the econony that have been rushing
to New York. So that New York City, particularly
its econony, is heavily driven now by heal t hcare,
pr of essi onal busi ness services, tech, fintech,
retail, trade, manufacturing, education, where
growt h has been extrenely strong.

And again, | was describing that we
rai sed both corporate taxes through 9A on | arger
i ndustries -- businesses, excuse me -- as well as
t he highest earner PIT. So those conpani es have
to pay those taxes whether they are in New York
or not in New York. | would prefer they stay in
New York for everyone. But if they're doing
busi ness with the State of New York, those taxes
will come to us whether they decide to nove their
| ocation to Texas or sonewhere el se.

For the very top earners who are
sonetines involved with these sectors, and often

not, they already have multiple homes. They

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1035

al ready go back and forth. So they pay part of
their taxes to us here in New York, and they nmay
pay taxes somewhere el se.

Yes, you can read nme reports of
such-and- such conpany. But when | talk to,
actual ly, people who are in business to nove
them what |'m hearing back is, Yes, sone of them
are nmoving there. And then they say, Ch, | don't
like it here. | can't nove back the conpany
right away, | already noved people. But |I'm not
spending a lot of time here. New York is where
it's happening. New York is where the innovation
happens, where the talent is.

And frankly, conbined with
cli mat e-change crises, which we are apparently
not officially allowed to talk about in this
country anynore, many of those same states are

the states people are actually having to flee.

So big picture, I"'mnot really
wor ri ed.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Well, | do worry
because | see the people leaving. And | see
peopl e | eaving -- even | ower-incone people
| eavi ng because of the affordability in this
state and the amount of people |eaving to other,
| ower - cost states.

Now, this $259 billion one-house
budget here actually conmes in a few billion
dollars |l ess than what the Assenbly one-house
cane in at, as |'mi nforned.

But it's a $17 billion increase, and
|"massunmng that it is a bal anced budget,
because it has to be, by law. But we have
concerns over outyear budget gaps that are
created through this budget of an estinmated --
for fiscal year '27, 6.5 billion; fiscal year
'28, 9.8 billion; and fiscal year '29, 11 billion
of structural deficits noving forward.

How is this budget setting us up --
or why is this budget setting us up with these
out year gaps?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry. |
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appreciate nmy coll eague's questions. And even
his statenent about -- earlier in his prequestion
was about concerns about affordability. And I
want to assure everyone the Denocratic Conference
is very focused on affordability for New York

And if we weren't just tal king about the
financial plan but, rather, what we have put in
our one-house budget and what we have not
accepted fromthe Governor, the bottomline thene
of that is how we increase affordability and
protect New Yorkers of |ower inconmes to be able
to stay here and take care of their children and
pay their taxes and continue to live and work and
thrive here.

So we are very focused on
affordability, which we'll probably get to a
little later, hopefully in the presentation.

And as far as outyear debt, |'ve
been here 23 years. |'mnot sure when we've not
shown outyear debt |ooking pretty bad, sonetines
horrible. 1t's one of the reasons we did support
t he Governor in investing even nore noney in
state reserves and rainy day funds, so that if in
fact bad things happen to our econony or bad

policy cones out of Washington -- always a
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possibility right now-- we will be able to try
to sustain that.

In fact, if something radically
di fferent happens within the budget year or
headi ng towards the foll owi ng budget year, guess
what? We'll be back, and we'll have to adjust.

But right now the fact that there is
out year debt show ng approximately | think
7 billion -- do we agree with that?
Approxi mately, we agree. W have lived through
years where we saw much | arger dollar anmounts in
out year debt.

| guess the other good news for us,
we have | ess debt per capita now than we' ve had
in 20 years. So New York is actually financially
in a very strong position, or was by the end of
2024. Again, lots of things nmay be happening in
2025.

Qur growh rate is good. Actually,
we're seeing people return to the State of
New Yor k, based on denographic data. Job
opportunities have been strong, and our debt per
capita and in relationship to GDP has actually
been | ower, and the bond market is assuring us

they are very confortable with the state's debt
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situation and are still very positive about the
future of New York econom cally.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, in
addition to spending $259 billion in this
one- house budget proposal, there are, by ny
count, 162 Article VII policy proposals in this
budget. Most or certainly nany of those are
real ly nonbudgetary itenms of policy in here, one
of the biggest ones being the NY HEAT Act that is
your legislation, and that has no budgetary
i npact on the budget.

Wy is that and all these other 160
policy proposals in this budget?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Vell, there's a
di fferent answer for each one of those policy

guestions. But since -- thank you very nuch for
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bringing up ny NY HEAT Act. The NY HEAT Act is
proj ected by our work and by outside reviewers to
save the ratepayers of New York an enornous
anount of noney.

So we often think of |ooking at
budget issues as what's going to cost us noney,
but isn't it refreshing to actually have a policy
proposal that would save the ratepayers of
New York so rmuch noney as is projected the NY
HEAT Act woul d do?

Very sinmply, just on one part of it,
if we are not spending hundreds of mllions of
dol l ars per year to put new oil pipes in the
ground, that saves the utility conpanies that
cost and that saves us as ratepayers that cost.
And frankly the State of New York as a governnent
al so has to pay these costs in our own utilities.
So | think that's the perfect exanple of the kind
of policy issue we should take up in the budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, actually just on the resol ution.

Thank you, Senator --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you, sir.

SENATOR O MARA: -- for your --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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O Mara on the resol ution.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, ']l
just reiterate my strong concerns with this
i ncreased spendi ng proposal, $259 billion. Now,
we on this side of the aisle, you know, we | ost
the majority in the election of 2018. It has
been one-party rule in this state starting in
2019. The budget that year was $168 billion --
$90 billion less than this year's budget in just
seven years.

That i ncreased spending is
unsustainable. It is leading to and is an
exacerbation of the affordability of living in
this state. And we're seeing it with people
voting with their feet and leaving this state.

W're seeing it with our |argest
industry in this state, the financial services
i ndustry -- 20 percent of our total revenues --
| eaving this state for greener pastures, |eaving
to Texas where they're being lured. And now we
have the biggest players in the financial
services industries encouraging their top
enpl oyees to | eave New York State.

The concerns are i mense. But just

in addition to the spending increases of $90
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billion in seven years, the state's popul ation
has only increased 1.5 percent since that tine.
So the per-capita spending is nmuch higher than it
was.

We have, in this budget proposal,
162 Article VIls. The NY HEAT Act, which has
absolutely nothing to do with this budget -- and
| "' m not asking any questions on this because we
have nenbers here that are eager to ask these
guesti ons.

But, you know, policies in here, in
this budget, like allow ng bars and restaurants
to buy 12 bottles or liquor or wine froma |iquor
store, that's not related to a budget. There's
just things in here that are totally unrelated to
t he spendi ng plan and should not be included in a
budget. They shoul d be debated individually on
this floor so that we can get into those, the
pros and cons of each.

Certainly in a $259 billion budget,
there's a ot of good things in here that you
can -- that you can | ook at and say yeah, that's
good, that's great. But is it affordable? And
is it sustainable for the citizens of New York

State to continue down this road of spending --
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increasing $90 billion in just seven years, from
a $168 billion budget, which was too big then, to
a $259 billion budget, which is way too big

t oday?

Thi s budget further does nothing
to -- despite all the spending, does nothing to
pay down the unenpl oynment insurance debt that was
built up during COVID. M understanding is the
Assenbl y' s one- house budget does elimnate that,
which is an inportant thing to elimnate for the
cost of doing business in New York so that
enpl oyers are not being assessed fees upon every
enpl oyee, when 35 other states in this country
used their COVID -- federal COVID relief funds to
pay down that debt, yet we're still sonewhere
around $7 billion owed on that and taxing every
enpl oyer every year on that.

It's something that needs to be paid
down. It's sonething that we shoul d be
addressing in this budget. It's sonmething we
shoul d have addressed in the |ast several years
budgets. And it's just -- it's not appropriate
to not be dealing with that. It's irresponsible
to not be paying that down.

W need to be | ooking at ways to
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make the cost of doing business in New York
| oner, the cost of living in New York | ower.
Most everything in this budget is making things
nor e expensive and | ess affordable, and that is
not the direction that we should be going.

But thank you, Madam President.
"1l be voting no on this one-house budget
resol uti on and encouraging others to join ne.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Mattera.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is on Part EEE, the HEAT Act.
And woul d the sponsor please yield for a couple
of questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | certainly will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you. And
it's great to see you, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
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SENATOR MATTERA: And | know you're
very consi stent and persistent on your HEAT Act.
But --

SENATOR KRUEGER: | like to be
consi stent and persistent on al nost everything.
Thank you.

SENATOR MATTERA: Oh, you are. And
I"mgoing to tell you, it's just a total disaster
for all New Yorkers.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR MATTERA: | see that before
January 1, 2030, that no resident custoner wll
have gas services discontinued wthout the
consent of the custonmer. WII custoners have
their gas services discontinued after January 1,
2030, with -- against their consent? WIIl the
cust onrer have a say?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. Thank
you for asking the question.

So actually we have anmended the bill
i ntroduced this year, because we do hear people
and we try to nodify to make our bills better,
and | think we have.

So in this new version in fact there

is a two-year process with conmunity
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participation and review before there's any
deci si on about ending gas service in any specific
geographic area. And there has to be
alternatives avail abl e before any gas service
woul d be ended.

So no, there's no reason for people
to worry that if they haven't shifted to an
alternative or are not able to shift to an
alternative, that they will |lose their gas
servi ce.

SENATOR NMATTERA: So,

Madam President, will the sponsor still continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: So does that nean
that the community gets together and they say, W
don't want to elimnate our natural gas, we're
fine with this -- you're then okay with this
bill, this is saying that that's okay?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | f the community

doesn't cone to an agreenent about the proposal
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bei ng made and there's no other alternatives
avai l abl e to people there in existing buildings,
yes.

Al though | think that dial ogue over
two years might really focus on "Look how
expensi ve your current utility costs are and how
much cheaper it will be if we do change to a | ess
costly sustainable."

And | suspect many of these
comunities, once they go through this process,
will come to the sanme concl usi on many of us
al ready have conme to, that our utility rates are
eating us alive because we're on an oil -and-gas-
based system and there are far | ess expensive and
saf er options.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor still continue to yield for
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: WIl the bil

still include the I anguage to elimnate the
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so-cal l ed hundred-foot rule, which requires
utilities to provide gas services to new
custoners that are within a hundred feet of the
gas line for free?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So
Madam Presi dent, yes, it still has the ending of
t he hundred-foot rule. VWich, one, allows PSC to
decide to waiver and allow the pipes if there's a
justification that that's the only option
avai lable in that specific building -- often a
manuf acturing setting or |ocation.

But also it transfers the cost of
that to whoever is asking for that new pipe to go
in, rather than all of us utility ratepayers
having to pay that cost.

SENATOR MATTERA: WI1l the sponsor
still continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So -- good, so
you did answer that. So right now the custoners,

there it is, there's five hones that -- usually
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that's how that works, is a lot, five hones.

They go and they put the application in -- just
want to make sure all New Yorkers understand
this. |If they go put the application in, that
nmeans the utility will be coming in and they wll
be putting that in for free and it's not going to
cost any of the ratepayers.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. Right nowit
costs all the ratepayers. W pay for all of that
t hrough our rates.

Under this law, only those
facilities that we're waivering out of not being
able to get the pipes and got approval to
continue to put the pipes in for those new
bui | di ngs, would pay for it thensel ves instead of
every one of us in the state paying for it.

SENATOR MATTERA: Wbul d our sponsor
still continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: So will the

rat epayers pay for all the electrification then
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al so?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Actual ly, the
state will be paying for the transition costs
nmoving into an electrification system wth
speci al prograns even within my legislation to
have the maximumutility cost be no nore than
6 percent of people's income. Many people are
payi ng nore than that now, particularly | think
in Nassau County, where ny coll eague lives, |
t hi nk has one of the highest utility rates
certainly in the state, but maybe in the country.
So that it will actually be lower utility rates
as we transition to electricity, with the state
pi cki ng up much of the cost of the transition.

SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d t he sponsor
still continue to yield for --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Where is this in
any of -- | haven't seen any of that |anguage --
in other words, the state is going to be paying

for this. Because right now our ratepayers,
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right now their bills are skyrocketing because of
t he mandates that have been put in place.

So do you believe that the em ssion
mandat es under the CLCPA are still achievabl e by
t he 2030 deadline? Do you really feel, in other
words, that our infrastructure -- it's always the
cart before the horse, what we do here. Do you
feel that our infrastructure right now can handl e
what we're | ooking to do by 2030? | know on
Long I sl and not one thing has been done about
that to go and make sure the infrastructure's put
in place, then we can transition into renewabl e
ener gy.

So ny question again is, where does
it say in here that, in other words, the state's
payi ng that? Because | know our utility bills
are going up as we speak because of this mandate.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Qur utility bills are going up
because we're so heavily dependent on oil and
gas, often foreign, and the skyrocketing costs of
the products we're using under the system we
have.

The costs are not going up because

of the CLCPA. M colleague is right, we're not
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as far along as we hoped to be. | think we'd
actually be seeing utility rate decreases if we
were further ahead.

But his two specific questions,
where in this bill does it say that that cost is
going to be taken on by the state -- and | will
refer himto Section 3008--B, page 108 on ny
printout, section -- it's always a challenge --
66-z and paragraph 4, Section (b), "have access
to funding and technical support for the purchase
and installation of custoner-owned equi pnent at
| ow or no cost" through the state.

And on the bigger question, Can we
neet the targets of the CLCPA - and ny col |l eague
m ght be right. But you know what we did in the
CLCPA that takes care of that question? W
require reliability. So if we don't have the
alternative options with reliability, we are not
going to neet the 2030 deadline. W wll have to
extend. But it requires no |egislative change
now.

But to assure all New Yorkers, when
we wote the CLCPA we were very consci ous about
maki ng sure that reliability was a top priority,

along with transition to sustainable options.
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And so you don't get one without the other. W
require both. It doesn't require us to change
the lawif we aren't going to neet a 2030
deadline in any specific subsection of that |aw
W were smart. We're covered.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATCOR MATTERA: So woul d the
sponsor still yield for a couple of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So | am so happy,
| amso thrilled that you finally told al
New Yorkers that in other words that we're not
going to nmeet this goal, because it's again the
cart before the horse.

So who is going to pay for the
equi pnent needed for this transition? Wo is
going to be -- who is going to be -- who is going
to be using -- who's going to get this equipnent?
Who's going to be -- to transition into this?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | think | just read the section
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of the NY HEAT Act that explains that, that it
will be a cost that applies to the state. And
we're prepared to deal with this because, guess
what, it's going to be saving everybody noney.

So there are sonme up-front costs in
infrastructure to change our nodel of heating and
air conditioning and |ighting our houses into new
sustai nabl e nodels. But that infrastructure cost
will be made up for very quickly because the
actual kilowatt hours of cost dramatically
pl umret when you make that change, not to nention
t he advantages for the environnent and our
personal health. So |I'm not concerned about
t hat .

And you say |'ve nade sone grandi ose
statenent that we mght not hit the 2030
wai ver -- '30 deadline. Some sections of it are
2035, sone sections | think are even later than
2035. That's right, we recogni zed when we wote
the | aw, when we worked for several years on a
pl an, that we were going to do our best, we were
going to be as broad-based-thinking as we coul d
be, and we were going to count on the industry to
actually come up with new nodel s that coul d be

even nore effective and save us even nore noney.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1055

And you know what? Even though we
haven't hit any of those deadlines, that's
exactly what's happened. The kil owatt-hour costs
for wind and sol ar and geot hernal have dropped
significantly. The technology's getting better
and better. So even though, yes, we have
infrastructure costs in changing the nodel of how
we handl e energy in our state, it's not just a
win economcally, it's not just a win for
climate, it's also resulted in a whole new world
of jobs opening up, today and in the future.

And that's -- so it's a win/wn/wn.
W' re saving people noney long term W're
creating an infrastructure that has good- payi ng
| abor jobs, unionized jobs. And it's actually
ultimately cost-saving the state and utility
payers dramatically | arger anmounts of noney than
if we didn't do what we're doing.

SENATOR MATTERA: WI1l the sponsor
pl ease continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR MATTERA: "' mso gl ad,

Senat or, that you brought up jobs. Do you
realize the jobs, the mllions of jobs that are
going to be lost? W had the pipefitters up here
yesterday. Really, they are so concerned. The
apprentices, there they are. Do you realize in
the State of New York that we have |icensing, we
have to have certifications that the state put
forward. Right? The gas operator's
gualification, this came about.

W make sure that we have to train
all these workers to say to them Guess what, now
you're going to have to becone an el ectrician.
That's how bad this is. MIlions of jobs, not
just for the contractors, don't -- seriously,
this is the truth. They were up here yesterday,
very, very concer ned.

We're asking the state to nake --
the state is asking to nake sure that our workers
are certified. W do this. The next thing you
know, to say to them Guess what, we're going to
shut it down by 2030 -- which | hope it's going
to be a pause, just like congestion pricing was a
pause. But guess what, then it continued.

But ny point again is this. What
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about the contractors, the utility workers that
are trained for this? Because New York State
makes that sure that we train all these workers.
Just me personally, what | have done to get the
har dwor ki ng men and wonen to go to work, get into
that trench, to learn, to be qualified. And
you're saying it's going to create jobs? Are you
telling right now all these workers, Senator,

t hat guess what, you better go right now, get
training to be an el ectrician?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent - -

SENATCOR MATTERA: Because there's
nothing in here that states where the funding is
for all these people to get retrained. | was
wondering -- | was hoping -- we tal ked about this
| ast year, that we were going to have sonet hing
like that in here this year.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. W continue to invest in
training in our state budgets across the board on
many different issues.

The pipefitters -- and | know ny
coll eague is a pipefitter, so | appreciate his

uni que specialty area. W' re not l|laying off
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pi pefitters tonorrow. These are 25-year
timelines. It's new generations of people coni ng
in who will need to be trained and certified and
licensed in new fields, not just the traditional
ones that pipefitters have been doing.

There will still need to be
pi pefitters, but they m ght be running different
products through those pipes. |In fact, yesterday
| believe the pipefitters were here in New York
State tal king about support for training in
geot hermal because they're so excited about
nmoving into geothermal. So they recognize
t hensel ves that the world is changing, that the
opportunities for the next generation of workers
comng in are real

But there will be new training
requi renents. And frankly, |1've tal ked to many
construction unions about what the inpact is of a
changi ng worl d, and they recogni ze as proactive
uni ons that jobs change for their workers over
time all the tinme, hence why they have continui ng
education, continuing training, internships and
apprenticeships that are training people in
different skills than perhaps their father who

was in the sane union 30 years earlier. That's
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what happens in the world and in business and in
j obs.

And again, the data is clear: There
are nore jobs for people in a -- noving into a
green econony than there are under the current
system So no, | don't worry that we're going to
be | ayi ng people off and telling them"There's no
future for you." | do not accept that argunent.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | want to take a little time for
just a couple nore questions, please. Wuld the
sponsor pl ease --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: You know, and |I'm
going to say sonmething that was so inportant,
that there it is, you' re elimnating natural gas.
This is what you're looking to do. | know this.
And you know what, for sonebody that you're
sitting there saying it's not going to elimnate
jobs, and you're sitting there and sayi ng,

Senator, that in other words they have to be
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retrained -- there's nothing in this that shows
that, in other words, we are going to put noney
into education with the apprenticeship prograns.
There isn't anything.

So the other thing is we tal ked
about, yes, we're tal king about -- which is very,
very inportant -- thermal energy. GCkay? | have
nothing in here that says anything about thermal
ener gy.

Let's tal k about green hydrogen.
There's nothing in here that says anything about
t hat .

Let's tal k about retooling our
exi sting power plants, which | have bills out
that 1'm hoping that Senator Parker will be
| ooking to do this, to go show about carbon
capture. Any stack that's going up that we could
actual ly recover.

You know what ? And agai n, anyt hing
in the City of New York where you live, thousands
and thousands and t housands of gall ons per day of
condensate that is being dunped out, all that
wat er that's being dunped out into the East River
that could be reused. That's sonething that |

woul d have | oved to see --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
are you on the resol ution?

SENATOR MATTERA: So ny question
is -- thank you, | just wanted to get into ny
guestion. My question is, | would have | oved
that to be into your HEAT Act, that you were
going to add all this renewable energy. But you
see nothing. Al this says is we're going to
elimnate natural gas in the future.

But you don't have anything else in
there. |If you would have put a couple of things
in there, it would have made nme feel warm and
cozy, | would feel very, very happy if you were
to do that. But you know what, there's nothing
about education and there's nothing about other
sources of renewable energy. W just hear about
it.

So | wish you woul d pl ease nmaybe
anend this and add this and make me happy.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: I"1l try to
make - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senator was on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Vell, | don't --
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in fairness, Senator Mattera is right. Al of
that is not in the HEAT Act. It's one bill.
carry many bills, many of us carry bills to
expand our transition to a climte-protecting
nodel of energy. M coll eague Senat or Parker, as
the Energy chair, works on this all the time. W
col | eague Senat or Harckham works on this all the
tinme.

Many of the questions ny coll eague
is asking me are answered actually in the CLCPA
| aw t hat we've al ready passed, are answered in
t he Scoping Plan that has al so been approved. So
that the answers are there. But are they in this
pi ece of legislation, just a small piece of the
bi gger assignment? No, they're not in this piece
of | egislation.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Madam Pr esi dent
again, on the bill. And I thank you,
Senat or Krueger --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mattera on the resol ution.

SENATOR MATTERA: -- but please,
anmend this to do sonething.

You know, just so all New Yorkers

understand what is going on over here, you right
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now with this HEAT Act is elimnating our natural
gas for our future. |It's amazing when | go speak
to my constituents and say that to them
especially, you know, there it is, cooking that
you're going to make sure by 2030 if sonething
does happen, you're not going to be able to

repl ace your gas stove, your boiler, dryer,

et cetera -- ovens. That's the way this is

| ooki ng right now.

You're going to be losing -- if a
busi ness has gas in that building and for sone
reason is trying to rent a store out, just so
everybody understands, a certain anount of tine
that they don't rent that, that gas will be
elimnated. That's what's going to be happeni ng.

Natural gas is being elimnated from

New York State. Again, the cart before the

horse. Wnd, solar, | could sit there and say,
you know what, | like it, it's just not going to
make -- it's not going to produce enough energy

for what we're looking to do with the CLCPA
Battery storage is nothing but a

total disaster. Al it is is an experinent. And

it's going to cost all New Yorkers trillions of

dollars in their utility bills. And it's already
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starting to happen, everybody. And you know
what? |'mreceiving phone calls -- and |

guar antee you, everybody in this room in this
great chanber, is receiving phone calls that
their bills are already starting to go up because
of this nandate.

W need to sit back, you know what,
just sit there and say $280 billion is going to
fix our grid and all New York State -- that's the
nunber | heard. Two hundred and eighty billion
dollars? That's not even going to fix the grid
in New York City, no less the rest of New York
St at e.

Again, it's going to cost billions
of dollars with this experinent, and it's not
going to work. Let's do the right thing. Let's
| ook at the bills that | have right now in the
Energy Conmittee that's not noving forward,
because they're the right ones. The nost
econoni cal way and the nost efficient way is to
go right now, retool our existing power plants.

The other thing no one tal ks about,
too, close to 40 percent -- 40 percent of our
transm ssion lines cone fromother states. W

don't even tal k about that. But guess what, that
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are ran on fossil fuels. That are ran on fossi
fuels. W don't talk about elimnating themto
be self-sufficient and self-reliant. W don't
tal k about that.

Ri ght now we' re boosting up the
pressure on the Iroquois Pipeline because we have
a gas capacity shortage. Look at what just
happened this past winter. A very cold wi nter.
We needed to nake sure we boosted up. But it's
okay to have trucks, natural -- frozen natura
gas. Right now, guys, just understand this,
driving on our roadways and our bridges, frozen
natural gas. Then it gets liquefied and gets
punped into our system That's the way
New Yorkers -- that's what we have, a capacity
shortage on natural gas. But it's okay to have
frozen natural gas to be on our roadways and our
bri dges right now

Again, this is called dysfunctional
government at its worst. |If we don't do
sonet hi ng about this right now, that -- other
resources of renewabl e energy? Sorry, our
infrastructure cannot handle it.

It needs to be put on pause. It

needs to be stopped. This is ridiculous. It's
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just continuing every tine, every year. Jobs are
going to be lost. M brothers and sisters in the
wor kf orce are going to be losing their jobs. But
there's nothing in here that states that we're
going to go and put noney in education, we're
going to go and put noney, in other words, that
we're going to protect your jobs. But no, you've
got to go and find a new profession.

Quess what? The electricians are
sitting back and going |like this (gesturing).
Wi ch is good, | have good friends with
el ectricians. W need to nmake sure that we
protect all jobs and continue. There's a reason
why we have certifications. There's a reason why
we have licenses. And then what are we going to
do? W're going to just shut it down? |
under stand t hat.

| wish -- 1 wish we would just put
this on pause and just stop this madness. And |
Madam President, vote no on this.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

St ec.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | just want to point out that ny
col | eague's | ast set of statenents weren't
relating to the budget. None of that is in the
NY HEAT Act. None of that is actually in the
budget .

Al t hough there is an Article VII
section of the budget that has a number of
proposal s to advance | anguage for eval uating our
energy situation, review ng whether we in fact
need to make any changes and updates in our gas
supply infrastructure capital planning
requi renents, targets to limt energy burden and
not to exceed the 6 percent of househol d i ncone.

We al ready know fromthe CLCPA,
whi ch ny col |l eague really was debating -- fine,
it's just that it's not on the floor right now --
that there's a projected 200,000 new jobs in a
green econony that will grow out of the |aw we
did pass that he continues to urge that we pause.
And he has every right to, but just for the
record, none of it was germane to the bill we're
debati ng t oday.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senator Stec.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam President. |f the sponsor will yield, this
naval nucl ear engineer is going to give everyone
a pass on ny opinions on the lunacy of the energy
policies in this chanber. | think my colleague
Senat or Mattera covered that very well

| would like to discuss corrections
and public protection. Not the crim nal

protection, but the public protection portion of

t he budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Senat or Sal azar
will be covering us for that.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, if
Senat or Sal azar woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .
Thi s one-house budget includes the
Governor's proposal to authorize the closure of

up to five of our renmining prisons, is that

correct?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam President. [|f the sponsor would continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Does this budget
repeal the HALT Act?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, no, it does not.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Does this budget nmake any changes at
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all to the HALT Act?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, no, it does not.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Does this budget include anything
t hat woul d address the valid concerns of safety
that we've been hearing fromcorrections officers
since the adoption of HALT went into effect?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | believe that the proposals,
including the correctional facility closures,
actually do address safety concerns.

It is in the interest of public
safety and prison safety that prisons are able to
operate effectively and efficiently, and right
now that is not the case in many of our
correctional facilities due to staffing

shortages. Wiich is a problemthat the closure,
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potential closure of up to five facilities would
seek to address.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Wiile I'mnot sure that the
corrections officers would agree that fewer
corrections officers and concentrating remaining
nom nates into fewer prisons is a step in the
direction of addressing issues of HALT or their
own wor kforce safety.

But the question would be, is there
nothing in the budget that expands the ability
for DOCCS to inpose disciplinary sanctions on
i nmat es who assault CGOs, staff or other inmates?
I's that correct?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it is correct.

And | would add that correction

of ficers do already have the ability to
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di sci pline incarcerated individuals.

SENATOR STEC: Thr ough you, Madam
President, would the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: | suppose that would
significantly depend on the -- what your
definition of discipline is.

But does Part Il direct the IG --
does it direct the IGto investigate sexua
assaults on inmates?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |t would authorize the
| nspector General to receive conplaints of sexual
m sconduct, including sexual assault from
i ncarcerated individuals, yes.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: |s there any part of
this public protection bill that would direct the
|G to investigate assaults on corrections
officers or staff?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, no. |If a correction officer or
corrections staff is sexually assaulted or is the
victimof a sex crinme, they have nultiple avenues
of recourse and ways of reporting that crine that
are not currently available to incarcerated
i ndi vi dual s because they don't have the |iberty,
for exanple, to report a crine to State Poli ce.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: And there continues
to be significant limtations on the ability of
DOCCS t o separate dangerous inmates fromthe
general popul ation, correct?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, | -- | disagree.

SENATOR STEC: well, if I could
have anot her question. WII| the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: So an innmate that
puts a padlock in a sock and is wal king down the
hal | way and hauls off and swi ngs that sock and
breaks sonebody's eye socket -- staff nenber or
inmate -- the appropriate behavioral control
there or nmessage to send to that inmate and ot her
i nmat es woul d be that the nost that they could
possi bly get, assuming that they're ol der than 22
and younger than 55 -- because if you're younger
than 55, you're still dangerous, but if you're
ol der than 55, you're not dangerous. And for the
record, I'molder than 55, and I'mcertain |I'm
danger ous.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR STEC: | f that incarcerated
i ndi vi dual haul s off and hits sonmebody and they

happen to be between the ages of 22 and 55 when
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they do so, smashes that person's face -- and

t hat person's out of work for nonths or maybe
never works again -- that the npst that that
person can get, their punishnment, would be

15 days in solitary confinenment, which is special
housi ng, which is a cell the sane size as general
popul ation; they have nore access to tablets;

t hey have nore access to programming; they are
mandat ed to make sure that their needs are net
before those in the general population. So when
| talk to an Honor Block inmate and they say, You
know what, the nmessage here is that people have a
better deal if they're in SHU than if they're in
t he general population -- I'"mnot sure that's the
nmessage we want to send to the incarcerated.

But that the nost that that person
is going to get punished would be 15 days of |ess
time with their fellow inmates but nore access to
tabl ets and programm ng for 15 days whil e that
person, that enployee of ours, nay be out of work
for nonths because they shattered bones in their
face. Does that seemlike a good behavi oral
control to you?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | will just note that
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currently -- well, first of all, the HALT
Solitary Confinenent Act did not nodify the size
of cells. So even if HALT were not the law, the
SHU cells would the size that they are right now
and were before HALT was enact ed.

"1l also add that the tablets that
are available to incarcerated individuals are
avai lable to individuals in the general
popul ation as well. There's also now wifi
avai l abl e to incarcerated individuals in the
general population, as it is in SHU or RRU

What Senator Stec has described is
what | would say is an assault that causes
physi cal injury, for which soneone can be given a
SHU sentence or an RRU sentence. And | think
that that is an appropriate response.

| don't think that it is appropriate
to put people in solitary confinenment
indefinitely or for a long period of tinme. |It's
wel | -docunent ed the physical, even, and nental
negative inpacts on individuals if they are held
in solitary confinenent.

And additionally, people
deconpensate if they are kept in solitary

confinement for a long tine, and that is not in
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the interest of safety for staff or anyone el se
in a correctional facility.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right. Again,
|"'mnot sure that nost people would agree that
wifi in special housing is a terrible punishnent.

And again, I'll point out that if
you're 55 or older or 21 or younger, you can hau
off with that padlock in a sock and you don't
receive any discipline for that.

But contraband overdose and exposure
continues to be a najor problemfor everyone
inside our facilities. 1In 2023's ELFA bill, body
scanners were nade optional for visitors and
i nmat es. Does this budget nake them not
optional ?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | will note that visitors who

come to a correctional facility, as well as
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i ncarcerated individuals, are expected to go

t hrough a body scanner as part of security. And
if they refuse to go through the body scanner or
if, let's say, for exanple, the visitor or the

i ncarcerated individual is a pregnant person,
right, they for health reasons should not be
subj ected to these body scanners.

If they refuse or are ineligible to
go through the body scanner, they are subject to
a different search technique. They nay be
strip-searched. They also nay be denied entry to
the facility.

| will also note that contraband is
a serious problem Incarcerated individuals and
visitors are not the only people who bring in
contraband. And it is noteworthy that staff,
DOCCS staff, correction officers, are not
required to go through the body scanners. And it
m ght be worth considering that this is an
opportunity for contraband to be introduced to
facilities as well.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: You know, if you
want to get on a plane, good luck telling the TSA
you're not going to get scanned. And pregnant
wonen get scanned in the airport.

These are contact visits. |f you
don't want to have a contact visit, then you
don't need to go through the scanner. Monticello
just put out a tenporary energency directive that
makes a reasonable nodification: |If you don't
want to get scanned, right now, today, then you
have a noncontact visit. You have Pl exigl ass
bet ween you. You're still seeing the sane
person, but you're not sharing a bag of gunm es.

So there are options. And it is a
maj or probl em

On the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the resol ution.

SENATCR STEC: New York State is
experiencing its nost significant crisis in the
hi story of the Department of Corrections right

now. It started |ong before nore than half of
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the 14,000 corrections officers and sergeants
went on strike in February. It started |ong
before two dozen of ny constituents at Upstate
Correctional Facility in Mal one were exposed to
an unknown chem cal, a contraband chem cal, and
nore than two dozen of themwent to the emergency
roomin one night back in January. It started

| ong before the beating death of an inmate at a
correctional facility in Decenber. It started
with the adoption of HALT in 2021 that went into
effect in 2022. DOCCS s own data has shown the
t remendous, undeni abl e spi ke in innate-on-staff
assaul ts and i nmate-on-i nmate assaul ts.

Now, this budget, |I've noticed,
we' ve allocated $400 million and | anguage t hat
woul d nmandat e body cameras be worn by everybody
at all times working in a correctional facility,
essentially. And that's fine.

But I1'll point out that |ast year
seven inmates di ed of overdose. They didn't get
it legally; this is contraband. Now, a couple of
years ago we spent $13 million on body scanners.
We're about to spend $400 mllion on cameras --
again, fine. But a couple of years ago we spent

$13 mllion on body scanners, had theminstalled

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1081

in every facility.

And |'ve been in eight facilities in
the | ast couple of weeks, and |'ve seen them
collecting dust. They're optional. Again, they
don't have dust on themat the airport. And the
ELFA bill, when we authorized them a coupl e of
years ago, said that they're optional. Wy on
earth would you spend that kind of noney, and
then make it optional, is beyond ne.

Where does this budget address the
shortcom ngs of HALT or contraband? It doesn't.
Were is the Departnent of Labor on workpl ace
safety and safe staffing ratios? W talk about
staffing ratios around here. What about sone
staffing ratios and staffing hours and what's a
reasonabl e anount of tine to expect sonebody to
keep their head on a sw vel because they're
wor ki ng anongst people that are convicted fel ons
and nost of them dangerous unless they're 22 or
younger or 55 or ol der.

The majority nmenbers usually clinb
over one another to get to a strike line to
support these enpl oyees. Were have they been
for the 14,000 COs that felt so threatened by

their safety -- for their own safety that they
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struck against the provisions -- the very painful
provi sions of the Taylor Act? Were has
Governor Hochul been? Her response to thousands
of COs was to threaten themwi th arrest, strip
famlies of the enployees of their health

i nsurance, and ultimately to term nate 2,000 of
our enpl oyees.

The National Guard is going to be
there forever. They're going to be there for
many, many nonths.

It will take years to recruit and
train corrections officers to replace these 2,000
peopl e that the Governor says have no place in
enpl oyment anynore.

And that's of course assum ng that
this recruitnment poster of the last three weeks
is going to do good for recruiting future
corrections officers.

Thi s budget had an opportunity --
the only place for real novenent inside for
corrections facilities' safety to have happened
was in this budget. And your budget and the
Governor's proposed budget are utter failures
when it comes to corrections and safety in our

facilities. 1'll be voting no on this resolution
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and |I'Il be voting no on any budget bill that
fails to do what needs to be done in our
correctional facilities.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Just for purposes of tine
managenent, there are several nmenbers of the
Mnority Conference on the list to ask questions
and speak. W are hal fway through the two-hour
period, and we do intend to shut down the debate
in one hour.

Pl ease continue. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Gal I'i van.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
Madam President. | have several questions in the
health area of the budget -- of the proposal, and

ask if the sponsor would yield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rivera will answer your questions.
SENATOR RI VERA: And wi Il vyield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: And he
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will yield.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So total state
Medi cai d spending this year or in the proposed
budget will be $35.7 billion. And given all the
drivers that have led to this total, it appears
that there's a 2.0 billion dollar Medicaid
deficit for fiscal year 2026, which the Governor
has proposed to nake up in a nunber of different
ways. But as we project into the future, we're
| ooking at a $1.6 billion deficit in fiscal year
27, 1.9 billion in fiscal year '28, and a
$3.4 billion Medicaid deficit in 2029.

Thi s Senate one-house proposal
i ncreases Medi cai d spending and elimnates the
Executive's proposed Medicaid deficit offsetting
nmeasure using the $500 mllion in funding that
t he Governor was using towards the deficit from
the MCO tax in spending in the various areas.
And they're designated, they're lined out, and |
don't intend to go to the individual itens.

But nmy question is given the
i ncreased Medicaid deficit in this upcom ng year
and the outyears, according to the financi al
pl an, why reallocate this funding that the

Executive nmeant to help close the deficit, to
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spend nore w thout proposing additional Medicaid
cost-saving neasures to offset the action?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So there's a |lot there, but
let's start with sone basics.

The -- what you're tal king about is
the Medicaid cap. One of the things that you're
tal king about is the Medicaid cap, which is a
fiction that was created by the forner
adm nistration to act like they had Medicaid
costs and Medi caid grow h under control

W never -- well, not never, but
certainly over the |l ast couple of years have not
believed that the cap was sonething that we
shoul d have. And you are correct, we do away
with it in this budget resolution. And | have a
bill to get rid of it altogether. But if we're
going to tal k about Medicaid shortfalls -- and
let's remenber what we're tal king about.
Medicaid is an insurance product that is for poor
and wor ki ng-class fol ks that have not just |ived
downstate, but certainly live in your districts

as wel | .

What we shoul d be focusing on is the

attacks of the federal government and the cuts
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that are going to come fromyour friends in
Washi ngton that are going to severely hurt

New Yorkers all across the state, not just in ny
district but certainly in yours as well.

So -- but the 500 that -- the MCO
tax that you're referring is something that we
got approved |last year. W managed to get it
approved again fromthe prior adm nistration.
doubt very much we woul d have gotten it approved
under the current one. And this gave us about
$500 mllion that the Governor proposed to use
for what they call Medicaid cap relief. Since we
do away with the Medicaid cap in our resol ution
what we did is we actually shuffled sonme of that
around for reinvestnment in different areas that
are incredi bly necessary. Wich again, | wll
poi nt out, benefit the entire state, not just
Denocratic districts.

Whet her we're tal king about hospital
i nvestnments, safety net transportation prograns,
nur si ng homes, hospice treatnments, Federally
Qualified Health Centers, whether we're talking
about assisted living programs, et cetera, there
is a breakdown of it and we can certainly go down

each one. But what we did with the 500 is that
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we reshuffled it around and we put it into areas
of need, trying to shore up what will certainly
be places that are going to be severely struck by
what the federal government is going to choose to
do in the next couple of years.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: It should be
noted that there are those that believe that
there should be a cap on Medicaid spending. But
in tal king about the federal governnment, we know
that there's been di scussion about this MCO tax
and the potential for the federal governnent to
rescind its approval of that.

How does -- what is the Senate's
plan to make up for this noney if in fact the
federal government cuts this funding or cuts this
approval ?

SENATOR RI VERA: Wel 1, through you,

Madam President, first things first. The cap is
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not a cap on spending, the cap is a cap on
grow h. Wat the cap proposes, the -- not the --
whi ch we do away with, because we think it's --
in this proposal, because we think it is not a
good i dea.

But it was a nethod, it was a
cal cul ation that was baked back in 2011, and |
think it has remain unnoved since then. So it's
a calculation on a year-to-year basis as far as
the gromh of the program And we do not believe
that that neasure is valid any |longer, which is
the reason why we do away with it.

As it refers to the MCO tax, we have
been approved for at least two years. So in this
fiscal year, so '25-'26, and then '26-'27, we
shoul d receive about 1.5 million -- billion,
apol ogies, 1.5 billion, roughly. So 3.8 billion
total over that two-year period.

And as far as making up the
shortfall, we will have some very tough deci sions
to make. And certainly | will speak strictly for
nmysel f and not what is in the current Senate
one-house, but | certainly believe that we shoul d
be taxing the wealthy at a higher rate so that we

have nore revenue to be able to cover sone of the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1089

shortfalls that we're going to have from again
your friends in WAshington.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Well, | don't
know t hat we woul d characterize peopl e as
friends, but there are people that are separately
el ected --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
are you on the resol ution?

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: kay,
Senator Gallivan on the resol ution.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN | don't know
that we woul d characterize everybody in
government as friends, but we do recognize and |
certainly recogni ze that people are elected to do
a job at every level of governnent. Qur |evel of
government is state governnment, and that's what
" m focused on, not necessarily what decisions
will ultimately be nmade in Washi ngton by our
federal partners, regardless of who is voting for
it of either party. And of course unless it has
an i nmpact on our New York State policies, budget
and our constituents.

|"d like to nove on to nursing homes

and ask if the sponsor would continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: We know t hat
New York hasn't updated its nethodol ogy to set
the rates for nursing hones in close to
two decades, and | think that we both believe
that this is sonething that shoul d change.

And ny question is, why does the
one- house not include | anguage that would require
t he Departnent of Health to rebase the nursing
horme rates?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam President. So there are a few things that
we have that are in this proposal, whether it's
sone rates -- we do have sone rate increases that
are related to this, just one year. So it's not
a permanent thing like the rebasing would do.

And we al so have a capital rate add-on as it
relates to capital expenses that m ght happen at
nursi ng homes.

But we did not include the |anguage

for rebasing on a permanent basis. It's ironic,
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because although | certainly agree that we should
actually do that, that would actually certainly
cost us nore noney, which | think we should do.
But we're trying to bal ance out based on what we
have before us.

You will actually see that we did
not make -- sone of the big additions that were
bei ng spoken about by some of ny coll eagues
earlier, weirdly enough, don't happen in this
part of the budget. W actually took nost of
what the Governor proposed and we just reshuffled
it around a little bit. So even though we did do
i ncreases to nursing honmes, we did not include
| anguage t hat woul d permanent|ly change the rates.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: The next
guestion has to do with the Consumer Directed
Personal Assistance Program and that

transition -- commonly known as CDPAP, of course.
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| know we' ve had trenendous di scussi on about
this. There was significant discussion about
this at the Health Budget Hearing and many of us,
on both sides of the aisle and in both houses,
expressed great concern about this transition and
whet her or not it was -- well, first, whether or
not it was appropriate. But noving past that,
whet her or not it was feasible that it would neet
this April 1, 2025, deadline for the transition
to the one fiscal intermediary.

My question is, does the one-house
budget address this transition at all? And if
so, why not?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | can assure you that it is
sonmet hing that we are deeply concerned about as a
conference, and we remain involved in all sorts
of conversations about it. W chose not to
include it in this particular budget proposal.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Is there
separate plans outside of the budget -- will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR Rl VERA: Yes, nm'am
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Are there
separate plans outside of the budget to deal with
this transition, the deadline, April 1st, if it
cannot be net?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, as | can assure you, there are
continued conversations even to -- I'mgetting a
text right now regarding this stuff.

It is sonething that we as a
conference and certainly ne as chair remain
deeply involved in because | have the concerns
that | expressed | ast year on the floor right
here during this conversation that we had | ast
year, that |'ve expressed both publicly and
privately about this incessantly since the
begi nni ng of the year.

So | can assure you that we're
deeply involved in conversations to try to
resolve the issue, but we chose not to include it
in this particular proposal.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: My | ast question
has to do with --

SENATOR RI VERA: And | will vyield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Excel | ent.
was just going to ask if he woul d.

The | ast question has to do with HWH
Part S, and that has to do with materi al
transactions. And what that specifically has to
do with, of course, is independent nedical
practices | ooking to cone together.

The Governor proposed significant
reporting requirenments for this healthcare
transacti on where sonebody m ght want to nerge or
bring in different investors. And the Senate
one- house actually increases the anount of data
that is required to be collected and reported,
and then of course there's different deadlines.

The concern, though, is -- well, do
you have a concern that the adm nistrative burden
presented by the conbination of the Governor's
proposal and the anendnent in the Senate
one-house will be so burdensone as to prevent
t hese transactions and these mergers fromtaking
pl ace, which would ultimately lead to the closing
of many of the independent practices and the

consolidation of the nedical providers in
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hospi tal s?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: In the proposal
it allows for the reporting requirenents and a
Department of Health response. The Departnent of
Health is permitted six nonths --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
are you asking the Senator to yield?

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Yeah, | was | ust
giving hima little background information before
| did, though.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Wul d t he
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Only if he'll
provi de background i nformation.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you.

For this transaction or proposed

transaction after all this information is
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submitted, the Departnent of Health has 180 days
to review this informati on and make a deci sion,
of course, delaying the process even further and
putting these independent practices in further

j eopar dy.

| f the Departnent of Health, when
they do their review, and at the end of six
nmont hs has additi onal questions and they send
t hem back out there to the people involved in the
transaction, could this potentially delay this
anot her six nonths?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The | anguage that we incl uded
in this proposal does not lay out a tineline, so
| would not be able to answer the question about
whet her or not it would add six nmonths or not.
Hopefully it would not.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: On t hat
particular portion of the bill, Madam President,
| have great concern -- you know, we | ook across
the state at our healthcare providers and we know
that we struggle to ensure that we have enough
heal t hcare providers that provide quality
healthcare to all. And the inposition of this

particul ar provision that would put inpedi nents
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in the way of independent providers being able to
continue as independent providers, | think can
| ead to an even greater share -- an even greater
nunber of problens as it relates to the
avai lability of providers that are out there and
negatively inpact our healthcare system

So of course | too, |ike Senator
Mattera, want to be happy. I'mnot -- | don't
know that this makes nme happy or unhappy, but |
think it's problematic. 1'll be voting no as
wel | .

Thank you, Madam President, and
thanks to Senator Rivera for his responses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Mirray.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam President. | have a few questions in
different parts, so l'd like to start with public
protection discovery, Part PPGG Part B

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bailey will respond.

Senat or Bail ey, do you yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you, Senator
Bai | ey.

The first -- the Governor included a
proposal that nade several changes to the
di scovery reformlaws in an effort to nmake the
| aws fairer for prosecutors and victins. Not al
of the DAs | oved the changes, but thought it was
at least a start. And these would prevent cases
fromgetting dismssed for mnor errors in
di scovery di scl osures.

Does this resolution include that
pr oposal ?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the Senate Majority thought that
whil e the Governor's proposal was the beginning
of a conversation, we omtted it and put |anguage
in there that shows that we are commtted to the
conversation that says that as legislators we are
responsi bl e enough to consi der possi bl e changes
and that the dialogue will continue.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Senat or .

So is there anything in this
proposal that would in fact change the
di scovery | aws?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, there is no statutory | anguage
t hat woul d specifically change anything in the
di scovery | aws.

However, this is the one-house and |
want to rem nd everybody that this is on the
one-house and this is not changing the |law --
nothing in this is changing the law, and that we
are commtted to an ongoi ng conversation
regardi ng the discovery | aws.

SENATOR MURRAY: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | certainly do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

And now a question on the
Chal | engi ng Wongful Convictions Act. That act
passed both houses and was vetoed by the Governor
in 2023 because as she stated, and this is her
guote: "A sweeping expansion of eligibility for
postconviction relief and relaxation or outright
elimnation of certain procedural rules would
upend the judicial systemand create an
unjustifiable risk of flooding the courts with
frivolous clains.”

Does the version included in the
one- house budget have any changes fromthe 2023
version that was vetoed by the Governor?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, there were no changes to the
that bill.

However, in the actual text of the
bill that Senator Murray referenced, there is a
perm ssi bl e standard that no court has to act
upon with the statutory |anguage. It is
perm ssible. So there is no nandate on there.
So we would -- | would respectfully point that
out .

SENATOR MURRAY: Wbul d t he sponsor
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continue to yield, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So just for
clarification, though, was this proposal that's
i ncluded here, was it changed at all fromthe
2023 proposal that was vetoed?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, the bill that nakes it
perm ssi bl e and not required by the courts was
not changed.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay, got it,
t hank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Does this
resolution -- and I'mkind of switching gears

here, but | want to tal k about | aw enforcenent
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and hiring and recruiting and the shortages that
we have, including our corrections officers.

Does this proposal have any
incentives or anything to hel p | aw enf orcenent
with hiring and retention?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. In personal conversations that
|"ve had with sergeants and detectives and ot her
menbers of | aw enforcenent, they' ve had
conversations about a piece of |egislation that
isinthis bill that is not necessarily public
protection related. But they indicate that it
woul d assist themin the retention of certain
menbers who hit a certain point -- | think it's
past 20 years -- in their service.

So direct conversations with
menber s, high-ranking nenbers of those unions
have indicated to ne specifically and directly
that that would help with sone retention, one of
the bills in there.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam President. WII| the sponsor continue to

yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, |1've been, you know, informed as
to the prior question by the Incredible Avengers
assenbl ed behind nme --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: -- that there is a
Part C that does renpve residency requirenents
for | believe State Troopers as well as
correction officers, which would expand the
options for possible officers. | just wanted to
make sure we clarified that, that we are doing
nore to nmake sure for our friends in
| aw enforcenent that we can expand the pool

But | do yield, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So | believe the section you were
tal king about in regards to that was for NYPD
and it was regarding Tier 3 and changi ng the
retirement -- the 20-year retirenment plan. Wich
does affect, in fact, the NYPD but not
necessarily those outside of New York City.

So | ask, is there anything in this
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resolution to address Tier 67

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

l"d like to switch gears now - -

t hank you, Senator Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

SENATOR MURRAY: I'd like to switch
gears now, and | don't have the actual section in
front of me, but it's regarding OTDA -- which
actually m ght be you, Madam President, now that
| think about it.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger wi |l answer your questions.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay, very good.

Whul d t he Senator vyield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l give it ny
best .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay. So | was

| ooki ng at the budget; | believe that we've
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allocated in this resolution $8.1 billion for the
O fice of Tenporary Disability Assistance. Part
of that regards SNAP benefits. There's been an
ongoi ng problemw th SNAP benefits being stolen
fromthe EBT cards because of the strips, and
we' re doing the swiping instead of the chip
t echnol ogy.

| s there any noney allocated -- 1've
had many conversations with the comm ssioner.
She says the cost would be 40 mllion to make the
swi tch, thereabout. However, we pick up only
half of that. |Is there any noney allocated in
here to switch to chip technol ogy regardi ng the
SNAP benefits cards?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the Governor's
Executi ve Budget does have noney to help with the
transition to the chip cards on EBT. W did not
anmend that section or -- so we accepted the
Governor's proposal .

SENATOR MURRAY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Is there a tine
frame for that, and do you have an anount that
was allocated for that? 1Is it basically whatever
is needed, or was there a specific anount
al | ocat ed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | know we've
al so had conversations with the conm ssi oner of
OTDA about this, because we share your concern
that New York is seem ngly becom ng a center of
crimnal activity stealing people' s SNAP
benefits. And the federal governnent was hel ping
rei nburse for those for a while, but has stopped.
So it's really crucial that we address this.

There seemto be sone delays in
trying to do the contracting for this because not
that many states have noved forward yet, and
t hose that have each run into their own issues,
including | think there's only one conpany now
that's bidding -- | may be wong. Wen you only
have one conpany out there bidding for a
contract, sonetines they try to blow up their
profit margin beyond what we think is
appropriate. So | think there's been sone

struggle to try to get this contract let at an
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appropri ate anmount of noney.

But I will assure you that we urge
t he Governor and her agencies to get this done as
qgui ckly as possible because it's a | ose/l ose.

The peopl e who need these benefits aren't getting
them which also neans the stores that they go
food shopping in aren't getting the revenue and
the jobs that they should be getting.

And it's a national issue, as |
think you and I both know, and I w sh the federal
government was doing nore to nove this nore
qui ckly, but unfortunately | don't feel |ike they
are right now

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"d like to switch gears now and
finally go to -- and again, | apologize, I'd |ike
to address the MIA. So Transportation, whatever
portion that would be. Wuld that -- there you
go, okay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR MURRAY: Wul d the Senator
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Can you give us the current status
of the MIA's 2025 to 2029 capital progran? Wat
isin this resolution regarding the capita
pr ogr anf?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. W nmade a conmitnent in our
resolution that we are going to work with the
Governor and the Assenbly to come up with the
funding to neet the full MIA capital plan needs
for the '25-'29 capital plan. But we didn't put
a specific dollar on it, nor the revenue streans,
because those are still in discussion between the
MIA, the CGovernor's office, and both houses.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Through you, just
to clarify also, we did accept the Governor's
ongoing $3 billion comm tnent which has pretty
much been an annual arrangenent. So we didn't

take -- we neither increased or decreased that
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anount .

Sorry. Now, yes, of course | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you very
much.

I'd like to address the -- first the
expansion of the -- Fair Fares program W're
expandi ng that program Do you have a doll ar
anount of how nuch that expansion will cost?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We put in
$40 million to assist with the Fair Fares
program but the rest of the cost, which would be
significantly nore, would be the obligation of
the Gty of New York.

SENATOR MURRAY: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So in regards to
the Fair Fares program-- and we're putting in

$40 mllion. That nmeans all taxpayers in
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New York are paying that. But even though the
expansi on of that programapplies to the LIRR and
the Metro-North, a resident of Nassau or Suffolk
County or Westchester County, would they be able
to take advantage of this?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, not unl ess
t hose counties cane forward and asked to
participate in some kind of program where they
al so pick up the majority of the costs.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So this al so
expands -- this resolution calls for the
expansion of the city's Fare-Free Bus Pil ot
Programwi th an additional 15 new fare-free
routes. How nuch would that cost?

SENATOR KRUECGER: An estimated
$45 mllion.

SENATOR MURRAY: Forty-five. Ckay,

very good.
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Madam President, 1'd like to go on
the bill, please. O on the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray on the resol ution.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

A lot to unpack here, so I'll go
qui ckly; 1 know there are others.

Let's start with the OTDA and the
SNAP benefits. So while that answer was nice, in
doi ng sone further digging into this, we've |ost
$40 mllion since 2002 through stolen benefits.

And while, yes, the federa
government said we're not going to start
repl enishing that, it's because we have the
solution. The federal government said, W' re not
going to continue to throw good noney after bad
because we have the solution to fix the problem
so we won't |ose that funding. And yet we're not
acting on it.

As for the vendor to change to the
chip technol ogy, we had the vendor. W changed
vendors. How do | know this? Because the
New York State Departnent of Labor uses the chip

technol ogy for their unenploynent benefits
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al ready, and they go through Conduent. Conduent
is the vendor. OIDA had Conduent as their vendor
and changed.

The Departnent of Labor's been using
this technology for alnost two years. But yet we
continue to allow New Yorkers who need these
benefits to go hungry, and they will continue to
go hungry because we're not acting quickly
enough. And the noney hasn't been there. W
need to do better.

Finally, with the MITA. | nean, year
after year after year they' re com ng asking for
nore money. We lost nearly $800 mllion |ast
year to toll and fare evasion, and the answer of
the Senate Majority nowis let's give away nore
free rides. Geat. |'msure the rest of the
t axpayers | ove footing the bill.

By the way, the ones that are
abiding by the law and are paying their fares,
they got hit with a fare increase, just so we
know.

And then, finally, the capital plan.
Agai n, year after year we need nore noney, nore
noney. |'ve heard the nunber thrown out

33 billion for the five-year capital plan that we
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still need. And that is, Wll, congestion
pricing would cover that. Well, | think that's
probably going to be gone.

| don't understand how we're passing
a budget resolution that |eaves that gaping hole
wi th no explanation of how we're going to fil
it. | just want to read the statenent that's in
here. This is what the Senator was referring to.
This is the statenent in this resolution
addr essing that.

"The Senate recogni zes the
i mportance of a fully funded MIA capital program
to the tristate region and, correspondingly, to
t he national economy, and fully supports
identifying and nobilizing financial resources to
properly fund the 2025-2029 MIA Capital Plan in
partnership with the Metropolitan Transportation
Aut hority, City of New York" -- hold on -- "the
New York State Assenbly, and the Governor of the
State of New York. The Senate al so recogni zes
the i mportance of the MIA using its resources
efficiently and transparently, so that it can
instill confidence in the taxpayers and riders
who rely on the system™

That's your budget proposal.
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don't hear a dollar sign. | don't hear any plan
for how we're going to get there. | guess I|'l
just tell mnmy nortgage |ender that I'Il get a plan

and figure out how to pay ny nortgage.

This isn't a full budget proposal if
we haven't answered these questions. So for that
reason and many, |'Il be voting no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have questions on Rev Part WV
specifically with the Unenpl oynment | nsurance
Benefit Fund.

Madam President, will the sponsor
yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ch, so you're

handl i ng | abor as well now, | see.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO So you are
mul titasking today. Yes, thank you

Well, for years now we've known that
there is a giant hole in our Unenpl oynent
| nsurance Fund. It started at $11 billion; it's
now down to about 6.5 billion entirely paid by
t he busi nesses, snall businesses |ike nyself, for
|argely fraud that was commtted during the
pandem ¢ unenpl oynment i nsurance.

| know you have a questioning | ook
on your face because the Departnent of Labor will
not tell us how nuch fraud we experienced.
However, the Conptroller estimated it at
$11 billion. So the anmount of the whole
unenpl oynment i nsurance deficit equals the anount
of fraud that the Conptroller thinks that we
experienced here during that.

So nost every other state except for
New York took the pandemc relief noney fromthe
federal government and filled that hole so that
t heir businesses wouldn't be burdened with these
addi tional costs. But New York didn't dedicate a
dine to it, not one thin dine.

So as a result, every business right
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now in New York State is paying the top
unenpl oynment i nsurance rates and a fine assessed
every quarter, that to the tune of about $215 per
enpl oyee. So billions of dollars that are
actual Iy bei ng obviously passed along to the
consuners here in New York

Now, in this bill you've added
$6 billion -- billion with a B -- to appropriate
t he Unenpl oynent | nsurance Benefit Fund, to
subsidize that deficit. Can you please tell ne
how that noney is going to be distributed? O is
it just going to go right into the fund?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. No, this is specifically to go
to smal |l businesses, 50 enpl oyees or |ess, to pay
the cost difference between their pre-COVID U B
costs and their post-COVID U B costs. Wich have
gone up, | agree with nmy colleague. And so this
is specifically to address that issue for the
smal | businesses in New York State.

| do have to take objection to ny
col | eague's description that our costs grew so
much because of fraud. | think the national data
shows that our cost of unenploynment skyrocketed

because so nmany busi nesses did |ay off people
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during the COVID pandem c. Hence, we drew down
nor e unenpl oynment benefits for people -- and
t hank goodness we did at the tine.

And yes, the state has had a

significant obligation to pay back the federa

government. |'madvised that | think at the rate
it's getting paid back now, we'll be conpleted

in -- three years or two years? '27. |n 2027

So in tw fiscal years, that will have been
conpl et ed.

We coul d al so have a further
di scussi on of naybe we didn't have enough noney
in our reserve fund for U B because we hadn't
been increasing the UB rates on our businesses
for many years, while other states had been. But
that's a discussion perhaps either for history to
review or for us to discuss in the future about
maki ng our U B trust systemnore ready to handl e
downt ur ns.

Let's hope we never have a pandemic
i ke that again, although I worry -- | suspect ny
col | eague al so worries about that.

SENATOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, we both
agree that there -- we fear sonmething |ike that
ever happening again, and let's hope it doesn't
happen.

The real issue wasn't so nuch that
New Yorkers -- in droves, they were basically
forced to be laid off. The businesses didn't
choose to. | can tell you that our experience in
our businesses was we had a pile of unenpl oynment
clainms piling up on our desk while we were
recei ving requests for unenpl oynent for people
that could have worked. So the problemwas a | ot
of those people didn't actually work for us,
because they were -- there was fraud in the
system a trenmendous anmount of fraud, because we
had a software program for unenpl oynent --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
are you on the resol ution?

SENATOR BORRELLO "1l ask a
guestion based on this. But will the sponsor

yi el d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you nentioned
changing the rules so that it's not just filling
the gap, which is what we should do, but we're
going to have a tax credit for enployers with 50
or | ess people. Now, is that people or is that
FTEs? |In business we neasure enploynent by FTEs,
which is a full-time equival ent.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the definition
references a worker earning at |east $13,000 a
year. And so | don't think we tried to go into
FTE in the definition because there can be so
many di fferent categories of people who work.

So |l can try to get better
clarification for you, but that's the best | can
of fer right now Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al'l right.

Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So every
business in New York State that has an enpl oynent
t hat pays, you know, unenpl oyment insurance
benefits -- in other words, anybody that's not a
sole proprietor is paying for this. This is not
government noney. This is paid for by enpl oyees
and enpl oyers, the unenpl oynent insurance that
they pay. And we have funds that were drained
because of the -- nore noney paid out than was
going into the system as you referenced earlier.

So why would we limt this to just

t hi s nunber of people? W owe about 6.5 billion
right now This is a $6 billion appropriation.
So you could virtually cover it all. Wth an
extra near half a billion dollars, you could get

rid of it entirely. Wiy would we limt this to
just certain businesses?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, we project this is $490 mllion
a year for two years, so close to a billion of
the cost. And, you know, it would be an

i nteresting discussion that nmy coll eagues woul d
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want to find 6 billion to pay, which probably
woul d require even further tax increases, which
suspect ny col | eagues woul d choose to vote no on,
but | can't assune that.

So we actually think we are making a
reasonabl e expansi on beyond the Governor to try
to address the small businesses who we know often
carry the biggest weights on their shoul ders when
somet hi ng changes in the econony.

And so we are fairly confident that
the larger businesses in this state will continue
to be able to nake the paynents as they have been
doi ng since the end of pandemi c. And again, we
estimate that it's only two nore years till we
resol ve the post-pandem c obligations to the
f ederal government.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | will have to

respectfully challenge that two-year payoff. The
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NFI B, the Business Council and others have
assurmed this would be a 10-year payback, of which
we are about four years intoit. So to
accelerate to two years | think would be
unrealistic.

So we did have the opportunity --
and I"'mgoing to get to a question if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wiy didn't we
spend the federal noney |like every other state
did to help fill that gap the first tine around?
Because you said we should raise taxes to fill
this gap. But we had the noney in our hands, and
we spent it on other things. 1In fact, we spent
it on creating new prograns and new, you know,
bureaucratic jobs that we now have to continue to
pay for with that federal noney.

So why didn't we take the noney that
we were given that every other state, al nost,

used to fill that unenploynment insurance gap?
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Wiy didn't we do it then?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Budgets are a set of
priorities, and you nake your decision about what
you're prioritizing. | know that post-pandem c
California and New York found thenselves with the
bi ggest gaps in having to have had borrowi ng. So
we did have a larger obligation to neet during
t he pandem ¢ than nost states, leaving us in this
si tuation.

|''mnot sure what it nmeans that we
i nstead used the noney for nore bureaucrats. So
| guess | would need nore clarification on that.
But every year we cone here and we do our best to
figure out what revenue we have, what we shoul d
be using it for, whether we need to rai se nore,
and how we prioritize our issues for the people
of New York State.

And ny colleague and I may in fact
di sagree on how noney was prioritized to not
factor in a bigger or quicker solution for
busi nesses on their U B obligations.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Borrell o on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

| think that the issue here is that
the Assenbly actually proposed paying off the
debt entirely, what's left. Because keep in m nd
that nearly half of it's already been paid on the
backs of every worker and business in New York
St at e.

But this is nore of a kind of a -- |
guess nmore for show. Because when you limt it
to 50 people or less -- which is great, those are
smal | busi nesses -- you're al so excl udi ng nost
busi nesses, all of which paid that U debt.

So | have a -- | take issue with
that. The Assenbly | think has a better
solution, and it's one that | think is |ong
overdue in New York State

So then I'"'mgoing to switch gears

now and would like to tal k about TED Part EEE

t he HEAT Act.

SENATOR KRUECGER: What are we on
now?

SENATOR BORRELLO It's the HEAT
Act. I'msure you're famliar with it.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l give it a
shot. | was just checking if it was anybody
else's territory.

SENATOR BORRELLO W11l the sponsor
yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO W' ve referenced
in a previous debate that we know that our energy
costs are up here in New York State. No one
di sputes that. But one of the key conponents of
this is that we're going to sonehow limt what we
know is going to be an increase in energy costs
with a 6 percent cap. Howis that 6 percent cap
bei ng funded?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO. Sorry to
interrupt. | just wanted to rem nd nenbers to be
m ndful of time as we have about 15 m nutes |eft
in this debate.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|'Il try to get the answers out
faster.

In this budget we have all ocated
200 million to help pay for those costs to nake
sure we can hit the 6 percent cap. And the
Assenbly did as well.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So that's the
Energy Affordability Program But we're
estimating this gap to be nore like $3 billion.
So that's, what, 12, 15 percent of what the cost
is going to be? So how are we going to get the
rest of it? 1Is this going to be ratepayers?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | am not aware of
any math that shows that nunber. So |'d be happy

totalk to nmy col |l eague, perhaps not on the fl oor
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t oday, about that projection of the cost.

But | have been working on this bil
and noving it through houses for several years,
and | don't ever renenber seeing a nunber |ike
t hat .

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Just a quick
answer to your question: This is what utility
conpani es are expecting. And we can have that
di scussion | ater.

But | want to nove on to the actua
policy that we're going to allow the PSC to
essentially have the authority to discontinue
servi ce.

Wiy does -- if thisisreally -- if
people are still going to have the option of
bei ng able to keep natural gas, then why does the
PSC need the ultimate authority to di sconnect

custoners?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: The PSC al r eady
has authority to make deci sions about whether new
pi pes can be put in the ground or not. That's
existing law. What we are saying within this |aw
is the PSC can actually, through a process in
comunity participation, eval uate whether that
shoul d be continued automatically for any new
bui | di ngs, since we have now changed the law to
require new buildings to be operated w thout gas
unl ess there is a necessity to, in which case
they can continue to waiver to allow the pipes to
be put in.

So | think -- maybe you weren't here
when | was discussing it with Senator Mttera.

t hi nk we went through this step-by-step.

So yes, if you still need this and

you can show that you can, PSC can say fine.
Ri ght now PSC can also say no to you. And there
will be a formal process by which you
participate, PSC with community, to eval uate the
options available. And |last but not |east, gas
will not be turned off anywhere unless there is
anot her option avail abl e.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent

will the sponsor continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or yi el ds?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO But this is --
you're calling this a transition away from gas.
So how can we say it's really a transition if
people will still be able to use it? And why
would we allow the PSC to discontinue service
t hat al ready exists?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Again, if there's
an alternative that is cheaper and safer and | ess
polluting, I'ma little confused why sonebody
woul dn't want that option. Because in fact what
we know is the alternative options even avail abl e
today -- and nore will be coming -- actually are
cheaper per kilowatt hour, are cleaner, and are
actually in people' s best interests based on
t hose who have al ready gone through transition
who cone to our hearings and testify that it's
actually working terrifically for them

So we are supporting transition --
not specifically alone in this bill, but we

passed an entire package of energy and
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environnmental transition obligations through the
CLCPA. Then we spent two years with experts
advi sing us on exactly the steps we ought to
take. And we built into all of this a
requirenent for reliability so that we're not

| eavi ng anybody hangi ng out there.

SENATOR BORRELLO On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrell o on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Just quickly, 1'mgoing to say that
this is not about giving choice to customners.
This is about discontinuing the nost reliable,
nost affordable form of energy we have -- natura
gas.

Al so, these alternatives are not
cheaper. | nean, no one actually believes that
except for the folks that have voted yes on the
CLCPA. So the reality is we're already seeing
el ectric costs go up 40 percent -- 40 percent.
And we're seeing renewabl e energy projects being
canceled in the droves because they can't afford

to build the projects unless they get gobs and
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gobs nore, billions upon billions nore of
t axpayer dollars to do so.

So I'mnot sure where the affordable
part's comng from because we can't afford to
build the things now that were already proposed.

So this is a disaster, as ny
col | eague has nentioned before, but it's a
di saster that's going to be paid for by the
peopl e of New York State. And with that, | wll
be voting no on this.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Rhoads.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In the absence of Senator Rivera,
woul d Senat or Krueger please rise to answer a few
guestions? On health.

SENATOR KRUECGER: W can wait until
he returns.

SENATOR RHOADS: kay. May not
have that kind of tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,

do you yiel d?
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SENATOR RI VERA: (Rapidly entering
chanber.) | got this.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senator will vyield.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Wth respect to Part EE in the
Governor's budget, | actually found sonething
which | never thought I'd find in the Governor's
executive proposal, which is something that
resenbl ed a good i dea.

SENATOR RI VERA: By the way, |
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: | did,
yes.

SENATOR RI VERA: The invol untary
commi t ment and assi sted outpatient treatnent,
right? The Senate one-house bill rejects the
Executive proposal to allow intervention when
individual s are at a substantial risk of harm due
to their inability to nmeet basic needs of food,
shelter or medical care. It would inprove care
for individuals at risk of self-neglect, it would
prevent crises by allow ng people to get

treatment as opposed to being rel eased back out
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onto the streets, which would assist with our
homel ess population. It included the inability
to nmeet --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or ?
SENATCR RI VERA: Madam Chai r

through you. 1In the sake of limted tine, that I
will go back to ny bagel, since Senator Brouk
will actually answer questions regarding this.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Br ouk?

SENATOR BROUK: Hi .

SENATCOR RHOADS: Senat or Brouk,
will you yield to a question?

SENATOR BROUK: I will. | wll
yi el d.

SENATOR RHOADS: Did you hear the
first part of my question?

SENATOR BROUK: | did. W can pick
up where you left off.

SENATCOR RHOADS: It would have
included eligibility for court-ordered outpatient
treatnent, and it al so would have ensured
vul nerabl e individuals who mght fall through the

cracks due to inability to neet basic needs were
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not | eft wthout necessary healthcare.

The Senate, in its one-house, put
that the Senate remains commtted to
col l aborating with the Executive and the Assenbly
to devel op a bal anced sol ution that hel ps peopl e
experiencing nental health chall enges access the
care that they need. But what other than
sunshi ne, rai nbows and good intentions does the
Majority intend to actually propose in response
to the Governor's proposal ?

SENATOR BROUK: Thr ough you,

Madam President. |1'd like to start with one
fact, that sunshine is a major part of

mai ntai ni ng nental well ness and nental health, so
we woul d add that if we coul d.

On a nore serious note, though, you
know, | think this Senate body in particular has
really put forward a nunber of proposals and
i nvestments over the last four years when it
comes to fighting our nmental health crisis. This
is the body that started with the first
cost-of-living adjustnent for our nental health
wor kf orce in over 10 years. There has not been a
| egi sl ative session that has passed without this

body taking major steps in addressing the nental
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health crisis.

And if one were to | ook at our
one- house budget, what they will see is that we
have once again really taken najor steps forward
in not just addressing the nental health crisis
but in ensuring that we are bringing in the
voi ces of inpacted individuals, of nental health
provi ders, of those who are in the field seeing
this crisis on the ground.

Sonme of the things that we've done
are we have increased our investnents in peer
services. Every study shows that when it cones
to really bridging the gap when individuals can't
find the care they need or are not in a position
to seek that care, having peers creating
relationships with individuals with severe nental
illness can be a kind of stopgap to get themto
bri dge over to that care. So we've increased
i nvestnment in those peer services.

W' ve al so expanded our ability to
get voluntary services to those who need them by
including the entire bill text of Daniel's Law in
t hi s one-house budget. That is one way that we
are able to ensure that those who are in nenta

health crisis are not escalating that crisis, but
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rat her we are sending nental health

prof essionals -- peers, social workers, crisis
counselors -- to neet folks who are in that
crisis.

And with this budget resolution we
have taken this a step further with not only an
initial $22 mllion investnent that includes a
statewi de technical assistance center,
particularly for the safety of our first
responders and those in nmental health crisis.

W al so make a conm tnent for
continual funding so that, statew de, we can
have, for once and for all, a nental health
crisis response systemthat works.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

On the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The Covernor's
proposal woul d have done all that sinply by
allowing these facilities to be able to have an
i nvoluntary hold, expanding it from 72 hours to
30 days. It would have provided those vital

services that those who are facing a nenta
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health crisis woul d have needed, and would have
kept them off the streets.

| also want to conment on the fact
t hat Nassau University Medical Center again
receives no funding, despite the request that was
made by four menbers of this body to provide that
funding, that critical funding for Long Island' s
only safety-net hospital, despite the fact that
SUNY Downstate has received | ast year 400 million
in a direct allocation and receives another 700
mllion this year -- over a billion dollars for
Downstate. While Nassau University Medi cal
Center, facing its own fiscal crisis, receives
not hi ng.

Wth respect to public protection
and the V-FIRE grant, there's an additional
$10 mllion. But | wanted to make the point that
in the V-FIRE grant, Long Island fire departnents
were excluded. Not a single Long Island fire
department was judged to neet the criteria for
the V-FIRE grant. And there is nothing within
t hi s budget proposal, other than adding
addi tional funds, that corrects that injustice.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you.

Senat or Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
how much tinme do we have |eft?

SENATCOR BROUK: Three m nut es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
"1l go on the resol ution.

Do we have nore than three m nutes?
Al right, thank you

On the resolution. So here's sone
of the questions | was going to ask.

Di sappoi nted in your conference's
proposal because even your Majority Leader kicked
off this |egislative session saying
affordability, affordability, affordability.

This increase in spending is not going to make it
nore affordable for New Yorkers. So one question
| was going to ask is what are we doi ng about the
$2.3 mllion spending per day on the National
GQuard in our prisons? Didn't see anything in
your budget resolution or in the Governor's
budget to address how nuch additional spending
we're going to be doing on the New York Nationa
Guar d.

And t he Governor has refused to ask
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the president of the United States to federalize
t he National Guard, which would save us that
$2.3 mllion per day.

| was al so going to ask about why on
earth is automatic voter registration in our
budget? And | had sonme good questions on that
one, but that's probably the npbst poignant.

| also wanted to ask why a public
banki ng comm ssion is worth spending half a
mllion dollars on it and why only Denocrats
woul d be appointed to that banking conm ssion.
Si x appointnments froma Denocratic Governor,
t hree appointnments froma Denocratic Majority
Leader, three appointnments froma Denocratic
Speaker of the Assenbly, and one fromthe
Conptroller, who is a Denocrat.

Way is public banking a partisan
i ssue? Wiy woul dn't you want to have Republican
i nput ?

| was al so going to ask sone
guestions -- which ny coll eagues did -- about why
t he HEAT Act woul d be included in this budget
proposal. You're already doing a |ot
| egislatively to ban natural gas in the State of

New York. None of that is going to make energy
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nore affordable in the State of New York. And
energy costs continue to go up.

This resolution also increases a
speci al assessnent on gas and electric
corporations from28.7 mllion to 35.7 mllion
dollars. Why do we want the ratepayers and the
t axpayers to pay nore for their energy?

It al so doesn't elimnate NYSERDA's
systens benefit charge. It also creates a
$1 billion new slush fund for NYSERDA call ed
Sust ai nabl e Futures Program And | had a | ot of
guesti ons about what the heck that $1 billion is
going to go to and why only the Finance chair and
t he Ways and Means chair woul d be put on that
program Why no rankers? Wy no chairs of the
Energy conmttees in either house? Wy no
accountability?

And actually, if there's a couple
nore m nutes, maybe sonmeone would yield for a
guestion on the education portion of this
resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, |'m happy to
answer .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Mayer will respond.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. So
there's a nodification in this Senate proposal to
regionalize cost factors, is that correct?

SENATCR MAYER: Yes, there is.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Am | reading this
right? That's for New York City, for Dutchess,
for Orange, for Putnam for Rockland, for

Sullivan, for U ster and for Westchester counties

only?

SENATOR MAYER: well, first --
t hrough you, Madam President -- it is increased
nodestly for New York City. It is increased for
t he Hudson Valley and for Long Island -- or it

remai ns the sane for Long Island.
SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, that begs the question why not
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for Long Island, why not for Central New York
why not for the capital region or the Mhawk
Val | ey, why not for Northern New York?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you vyiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | yield.

Through you, Madam President. The
Regi onal Cost Index is intended to reflect the
i ncreasing cost or the additional cost of |abor
in sone regions of the state. It's not equally
distributed. These are the regions as determ ned
by the Departnment of Labor, and that's what we
used here.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam President. On the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the resol ution.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Sout h Dakot a
New Hanpshire, Vernont, |daho, Del aware,
Arkansas, Rhode |sland, M ssissippi, Al aska,
Wom ng, Montana, West Virginia, |owa, New
Mexi co, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Al abanma and
Mai ne.  You know what all of those and all of
t hose states in the Union have in comon? Their

budgets, their total state budgets are snaller
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t han what your resolution, than what your

resol uti on proposes in increase over |ast year's
state budget in the State of New York. You're
proposing a larger increase to our state budget
than all of those states have for their tota
spend.

The United States budget didn't even
reach $259 billion until 1974. They ran the
entire country, they fought comruni smand the
Vi et nam War on | ess than what you're proposing to
spend here in the State of New York. And you
have the gall to say this is going to make it
nore affordable for New Yorkers.

| f you could tax and spend your way
into affordability for the residents of the State
of New York, we would be the nost affordable
place to live on earth. But the residents know
that is not the case.

So you' re including bloat,
inefficiency, graft, waste, political slush
funds, hundreds in ill-advised policies in your
resol ution, hidden taxes, fees, non-hidden taxes,
and expensive nandates. You say the word

"af fordabl e,” but your resolution tells ne you

have no i dea what that neans.
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Madam Presi dent, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The debate is now cl osed.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As chair of the Senate Mental Health
Commi ttee and as a nenber of the Rochester
comunity, | recognize that we are in a unique
time. This nonth will mark five years since the
deat h of Daniel Prude, and the nental health of
all New Yorkers is still in crisis. The
Prude famly has been patiently waiting for sone
senbl ance of justice for Daniel, and we have to
make sure that we deliver it.

As legislators and | eaders with the
ability to make positive change, | urge us to
consi der the weight of this noment. | urge us to
rise to the chall enge of solving our nenta
health crisis. Last year the Daniel's Law Task

Force gathered public input on how to best
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i npl enent Daniel's Law statew de, and we are now
including the initial $22 mllion investnment to
make that a reality.

What this neans is that we are
cl oser now than we ever have been at providing
Iifesaving care through Daniel's Law. Wth a
statewi de crisis response system we will see
fewer individuals falling through the cracks of
our nmental health care system W wll see nore
peopl e getting the help that they need.

The inclusion of Daniel's Law in
this budget will help us care for all New Yorkers
and make our state a safer place for all of us to
live.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,

Madam Speaker .

| just rise to note the reasons | am
in support of this one-house resolution. And |
think there are a whole host of them [|I'mjust

going to briefly mention a few.
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l"mgoing to start here in the
Capital Region, where | amgrateful that the
Governor has included 400 mllion to focus on our
downtown revitalization efforts as well as a
dated State Museum as well as transform ng the
787 highway that was overbuilt in its tinme and
it's now way overbuilt.

Al so very grateful that we have
i ncl uded | anguage to transformthe Harri man
Canmpus to bring it into the 21st century. Al so
very grateful to see the Earned I nconme Tax Credit
i ncl uded, which will begin to address sone of the
affordability issues. And it's one of the
strongest anti poverty progranms since the 1960s.
We're expanding it here in this state to really
target noncustodi al parents who are often young
men, and this incentivizes and rewards worKk.

Lots on education here. Gateful to
what the Governor has put in. W are going
beyond that and al so including additional nonies
for pre-K which are so critical, as well as
expanding the floor that has been such a probl em
in so many districts

Sanme on hi gher education with

operating dollars as well as increased TAP
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dollars. W know if we encourage students we are
reversing national trends by hel ping to expand
TAP, and we are growi ng our enroll nment,
particularly in SUNY and CUNY, and al so adding in
capital dollars that are critical for their
energy transition plans and nore.

The same on childcare as well as the
Child Tax Credit, which is so critical to
assisting famlies and agai n addressing the
critical affordability issues that so nany
famlies face these days.

Simlarly on the housing vouchers
which will be inportant, as well as Aid to
Localities to address additional housing matters.

Transportation, which is always --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
how do you vote?

SENATCOR FAHY: | vote in the
affirmative, and very grateful for a nunber of
t hese additions. Look forward to future
conversations on this.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fahy in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.
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SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in support of this resolution
because, anmong other things, it is show ng how
our conference is standing up for upstate
conmuni ti es.

In the wake of the Congressional
Republ i cans voting to gut food assistance
prograns, we are increasing the m ni mum SNAP
benefit and providing nore markets for our
farmers to connect with our schools.

On the day the EPA adm ni strator
bragged about getting rid of air pollution
protections against acid rain, we are fighting
for the health of our |lakes and trying to address
the harnful algal bloomprogramthat is ravaging
comunities across upstate.

On the day after the Honel and
Security czar cane here to threaten farmwrkers
and home care workers, we are standing up for our
farmers by pronoting nore research and invest nent
in their infrastructure.

In a week when the President
del i berately drove up the cost of construction

materials, we are investing in building nore

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1149

housing with a revolving |loan fund and a nunber
of other funds to really pronote construction and
reconstruction of hones and apartnents.

And in the face of nass |ayoffs at
t he federal Departnent of Education and an
al | -out assault from Washi ngton on our
wor | d-renowned hi gher educati on and nedi cal
research prograns, we are investing in our
school s and universities.

| am proud to vote aye for this
resol ution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"m proud to vote aye on this
resolution. | want to highlight two issues.

One, this resolution includes tw of
the bills |I sponsor with many of mny coll eagues to
force changes in the way the Public Service
Comm ssi on approves sky-high utility rates that
benefit utility sharehol ders and hurt regul ar
rat epayers. We need a change in the way these

rates are approved, and ny bills would do that.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1150

Secondly, in the area of educati on,
we have shown our direct commtnment to public
education, particularly in the face of this
federal administration's efforts to gut public
education. W' ve added Foundation Aid, we've
reflected a true Regional Cost Index, we've
continued our conmtment to pre-K, and we have
really put our foot down that we need continued
conmi tnent to career and technical education.

| want to thank the Majority Leader
for her steadfast support of public education,
which is reflected in this resolution.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent .

|"m surprised to hear conparisons to
ot her states from sonme of ny col | eagues across
the aisle in terns of what we spend here in
New York, with the increases here in New York
conpared to states |like Wst Virginia was on the
list that was rattled off before.

You know what the |ife expectancy
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here in New York is? Seventy-nine years ol d.
You know what it is in West Virginia?
Seventy-one. You live eight years less in
West Virginia than you do here in New York

Let's conpare air quality. Let's
conpare teacher pay. They had a teacher strike
in West Virginia just a few years ago. Maybe,
just maybe there is sonething to be said about
investing in your people in a state governnent.
And so that's what we do here in this one-house.

And | didn't hear anything in the
guestioni ng about the actual affordability that
i s advanced here in this one-house, fromthe
Working Famlies Tax Credit to the reduction in
your PIT if you make under $300,000 a year, to
free breakfast and lunch for all. That's going
to save nost famlies over a thousand dollars a
year.

In Orange County, toll relief on the
Thruway, toll relief on the Tappan Zee Bri dge,
and so much nore. Senior citizens, three years
of checks.

It's disingenuous to suggest there
is nothing that speaks to affordability in here.

This is chock-full of affordability. | proudly
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vote yes.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too rise to celebrate what is in
t his one-house resolution today. There is a |ot
to be proud of. The week that the federal
government is actually disinvesting in our
farmers and our ranchers across the country by
cutting multiple prograns that hel p get
farmfresh food into our schools for our kids --
the weak they are disinvesting and cutting those
prograns, we in this resolution not only are
conti nui ng our expansion of universal school
nmeal s for all kids across the state, but we are
al so expandi ng, expanding the Farmto School
programto include all neals -- breakfast, |unch
and snacks -- because we know that kids in every
single community in every corner of the state --
and, quite frankly, the country -- deserve to eat
| ocal |y sourced heal t hy food.

We are investing in our upstate
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communities at a significantly higher rate than
we have historically by expandi ng housi ng
progranms that work for smaller conmunities and
rural communities |ike ours across the state.

We're al so naking sure that we're
| ooking at public transit. And | celebrate the
study for the Md-Hudson Transit Authority, and
hopefully we make it into the final budget,
because we actually in upstate deserve public
transit too, and that's sonething that we are
i nvesting in here.

And | celebrate the investnent in
our education, specifically |ooking at the cost
of living in our Hudson Valley comunities that
have skyrocketed since the pandem c. CQur budget
takes that into account to nake sure that we're
actual ly supporting our children and recogni zi ng
the cost of living where we live in the
Hudson Val | ey.

So | amproud to vote aye on this
resolution, and |I encourage all of our coll eagues
to do the sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Senator Brisport to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

I"d like to start by acknow edgi ng
that for decades, nationw de, the Denocratic
Party has traded away its credibility as a
stronghol d for working-class people, accepting
cor porat e canpai gn donati ons and becom ng
increasingly relying on them underregulating
entire industries and enabling the resulting
nonopolies to raise prices and drive inflation.
Maki ng repeated cuts to social infrastructure
i ke public education and transit, robbing the
wor ki ng class of stability and quality of life.

These were only Republican
strategies, but in followng their |ead, the
Denocratic Party neutralized itself and
normal i zed enpty rhetoric. The consequence was
wi despread disillusionnent and vulnerability to a
billionaire con artist.

To recover, we nust rapidly and
fully divorce our party fromthe ultra-rich and
their corporations. Qur Governor has so far

| acked either the will or the courage to do so.
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On the other hand, our Majority
Leader has put together a budget proposal that
woul d nove us in the right direction. By rolling
back tax breaks on mllionaires and billionaires,
we can inplenment bold policies to transformthe
lives of working-class famlies and rebuild a
vi abl e econony.

Uni versal childcare offers us the
chance to show the nation what genui nely
| eft-wing policies can do for them On top of
resolving the childcare crisis that's crushing
fam lies, funding universal childcare is one of
t he nost cost-effective ways we can strengthen
our econony.

Not ably, though, while the Governor
clainms to support universal childcare, her budget
proposal was absent of the actual funding for it.
Qur Majority Leader thankfully has included
$500 million in this proposal to grow and invest
in our childcare workforce, an absolutely
essential step in building universal childcare.

Stronger nessaging that we care
about working-class struggle will not turn the
ti des agai nst President Trunp. Funding real

solutions will. As the final budget is
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negoti ated, Governor Hochul must hear this from
all of us in this roomand across New York

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brisport to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| first want to thank our Senate
Majority Leader and our entire staff for working
diligently to put forward this one-house
resol ution.

In this nonent, this one-house
resolution reflects the conversations and
i nvestments we' ve been maki ng in our chanber,
nost certainly in ny tinme of being here, but
beyond. And that is this nmonment we find
ourselves in of continuing to push for nore
equi table investnents for working famlies -- and
al so neeting the nonment that no one wanted to see
and that we are continuing to reel from and that
is the drastic and devastating cuts and proposed
cuts that will create disparaging inpacts on
everyone.

Thi s one-house resolution reflects
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our intentionality in making sure that no

New Yorker is left behind. Wen you talk about
the investnents we're continuing to make in
education, healthcare, our comunities are stil
reeling, as the chair of Wnen's Issues, fromthe
overturning of Roe v. Wade. Yet we are
continuing as a state to nake investnents in
reproductive health and maternal health as we
deal with the very real crisis of maternal
nortality in our state.

Thi s one-house resol ution reinforces
all those things and nore. Madam President, |
proudly vote aye on this resolution and | ook
forward to our final budget that will continue to
center the needs of our working famlies across
this great state of ours.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Webb to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Baskin to explain her vote.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to also thank the | eader for
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this resolution before us today. | want to thank
the | eader and our staff for increasing funding
for lead service line replacenment by $100 mllion
in the Clean Water Infrastructure Act.

The federal governnent |ast year
i mpl enented a rule that all |ead service lines
across the country nust be replaced by the year
2037. And ny district has a disproportionate
nunber of lead service lines, particularly in the
City of Buffalo. So this funding will go a | ong
way to replace this dangerous source of |ead
poi soni ng and ensure that our children and our
facilities can safely drink water out of their
faucets without worrying about its potenti al
i mpact on their health.

Al so, Madam President, in this
budget | want to thank the | eader and our staff
for inmproving resources for our small businesses
community. In this budget particularly we have
energi ng entrepreneurs, mnority and women-owned
busi ness enterprises, and service-di sabl ed
veterans, who will receive an inmense amount of
resour ces.

Thi s budget proposal increases

t echni cal assistance and nentorship for our snall
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busi nesses across the state, and it al so creates
a pathway to get nore snmall businesses into the

pi peline of contracting with New York State. |If
a smal | business can add to their resune that

t hey have worked with the State of New York on a
project, it can be a launch pad for themto take
t he next step and grow their business, which wll
ultimately hel p our econony.

This is why it is inportant to
holistically inprove discretionary buying, which
is also what this budget proposal does, to ensure
that our discretionary buying policies are
resulting in a variety of business types,
benefiting those who engage with state
contracting.

Madam President, | proudly vote in
the affirmative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Baskin to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Cooney to explain his vote.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, at a tinme when our country
and our state is so divided, transportation

brings us together, both literally and
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figuratively. You know, |'ve heard the debate
over today's session, and we didn't have a | ot of
debate around transportation, because this budget
delivers big across our state -- whether we're
tal ki ng about a record investnment in upstate
public transportation, increasing that frequency
and that opportunity in upstate cities, or

whet her we're tal king about our neighbors in

New York City and our conmtmnent to fully fund
the MIA as it shoul d be.

W are also doing two particularly
interesting things by | ooking at transportation
through the lens of equity. So we have proposed,
as the Senate Majority, a new fund of $10 mllion
to connect workforce opportunities that are
comng to our conmunities that don't have access
to public transportation, so that all New Yorkers
can access these good- payi ng j obs.

W' ve al so continued to advance --

t o dream bi gger about public transportation, to
dr eam bi gger about how we better connect upstate
to downstate, and we do that through high-speed
rail. And in this budget we nake sure that we
are committing the dollars to study an

alternative route to connect Toronto to New York
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Cty.

That's the type of big thinking that
this Senate Majority continues to deliver. And
|"mgrateful for the | eadership of Andrea
Stewart-Cousins as our Majority Leader, and |
will be voting in favor of this budget
resol ution.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cooney to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First, | want to thank ny coll eagues
for their participation here today from both
sides of the aisle. | particularly want to thank
nmy col |l eagues in the Denocratic Conference for
their incredible work over weeks and weeks and
weeks of hearings, workgroups, intense
di scussions going to late at night, fighting out
anongst ourselves what we felt the priorities for
the State of New York should be.

And | hear ny coll eagues on the
ot her side say, But this is a big budget, it

keeps going up. And they're right. New York
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State is an expensive state, because we nake

i nvestnments that are paying off. W make

i nvestnments in our education, in our
infrastructure, in our clean water and air, in
our training of people to be able to conpete here
for jobs in New York and to conpete with the
worl d econony. Because we are the center of this
country's world econony.

A new study that just cane out
eval uating the 50 states on 28 economi c netrics
said that New York State is the highest ranking
and best econony contributing the nost to the
country's econom c growmh. The anal ysis | ooked
at all 50 states, evaluating GDP, unenpl oynment
rate, fiscal health, to determ ne ones that are
pulling the nost weight when it cones to noving
the U S. econony forward.

And there's data point after data
poi nt -- yes, our budget costs go up, but nothing
in conparison to how rapidly our GDP has been
goi ng up over the |ast decade. Qur statew de CGDP
now is over $2.3 trillion -- $2.3 trillion in
econom c activity in this state.

So despite the fact that we have

some higher costs than other states, people are
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com ng here, staying here, doing business,
frankly being incredibly successful in their
busi nesses. W are considered the global hub for
finance, tech, advertising, nedia, fashion. W
have seen strong growth and recovery since the
pandem ¢ -- under Denocratic | eadership at the
federal |evel and the state level. Interesting.

We have seen a rebound of our CDP
after everyone's plummeting during the pandemi c.
And New York State alone is one of the |argest
exporting states in the country, sending nearly
$1.63 billion worth of goods to overseas markets
in 2022, a critical issue for us particularly now
inlight of the strange tariff wars we are facing
that will no doubt drive up our costs and
probably result in unenpl oynent.

And this budget is a reflection of
t hose val ues and those goals to continue New York
on the path of being so effective and successf ul
in translating our governnent priorities to the
progranms and services that the people of New York
need.

And as you heard already from ny
col | eagues, even though the questions weren't

asked of us, we've built in all kinds of new
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i mprovenents of affordability for the New Yorkers
who need the help, which is nany. And so we are
investing in child tax credits. W are investing
i n expansion of the Earned Incone Tax Credit for
those without children. W are investing in
rebate checks for ol der New Yorkers who find

t hensel ves very often in housing probl ens because
their costs of property taxes are growi ng as
their fixed inconmes are not.

We are making investnents in
af f ordabl e housing. |In fact, the Governor
proposed a $1 billion fund for the City of
New York, City of Yes. W took a |ook and sai d:
But we know exactly where that noney shoul d be
spent and how it could be nost effectively used.
So we outlined in our one-house exactly where
that billion dollars should be spent.

And then we said, but we need to do
nore for upstate housing as well, so we invested
i n expanded prograns and new prograns for
affordability in housing -- not just for the City
of New York, where they were already putting
4 billion in and we were adding a billion, but
also for the rest of the state.

We understand that mass transit is
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the future of the econony not just of the Cty of

New Yor k, not even just of the MIA region, but

the entire New York-Connecti cut - New

Jer sey- Pennsyl vani a regi on. W understand t hat

t hose kinds of investnents -- which create great

jobs, by the way, all over the State of

New York -- are the kind of investnment we need to

be maki ng so that we continue to be the |eader in

the 21st century for our state and our country.
And the data's clear. So ny

col | eagues like to tal k about sone increase in

costs of -- | think they said 28 mllion to
35 mllion specifically for one issue in
utilities. So that's like $7 mllion. 1 think

the Con Ed president just gave hinself a bigger
sal ary increase than that for one person

There's a | ot of questions that need
to be asked, and they should be asked here and
other places. But | amincredibly proud to be a
menber of this Senate, of being given the honor
of being the Finance chair of the New York State
Senate. And I'mvery, very proud of the work
we' ve done and what we've delivered, and |
proudly vote yes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins to
cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nuch, Madam President. And thank you for
presi ding over this very inportant discussion
around our budget resol ution.

| also want to thank Deputy Leader
M ke G anaris as well as our chair of our
conference, Senator Serrano, for hel ping us get
t hrough this debate.

O course to our Mnority Leader,

Robert Ortt, and Senator G anaris's counterpart,

Senator Lanza. | amsorry | mssed your birthday
yesterday, but a belated Happy Birthday. [|'m
sure you'll be celebrating; we're going to get

you out of here soon.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And of
course to the Finance ranker Tom O Mara and al
of our coll eagues across the aisle for your
constructive engagenent.

And of course a speci al

acknow edgenent to ny Finance chair. You did a
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great job of doing part of ny speech. | don't
even --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yeah,

that' s good.

-- who, you know, tirelessly --
you know, she always threatens to -- I'mglad you
said you were honored. | will nake sure to tel
you every time you say "Ch, why ne?" that -- but

| really, really thank you for your tireless
commtment to getting it done and getting it
right. And, you know, your expertise and
experience really helps us in so many ways. So |
t hank you.

And of course | want to further
extend nmy gratitude to Governor Hochul and to
Speaker Heastie for their year-round partnership.

And as | always say, | am grateful
to be engaged in a rowi ng exercise where we are
all usually rowing in the same direction, and the
sanme is here in this budget.

Also | want to offer deep gratitude
to the staff on both sides of the aisle. But |

do want to give a special thank you to Jonat han
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Lang, secretary of the Majority Counsel Program
to Dorothy Powell -- yeah, give alittle
appl ause --

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: To
Dorot hy Powel |, counsel; to David Friedfel,
fi nance secretary; to M ke Mirphy, comrunications
director; Leah Goldman, director of
i ntergovernnental affairs; and all the staff
nmenbers whose hard work and dedi cati on have nade
t oday' s one- house budget possible. So again,
thank you to you all. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR MAYER: And of course
want to thank nmy own Senate Majority coll eagues
for your unwavering dedication, your hard work,
your advocacy not only for your districts but for
the entire state. You know, and a real shared
vision for the prosperity of the state and
everyone init.

Today we cone together at a unique,
chaoti c and arduous nonment in the world outside
t hese chanbers. As your Senate Majority Leader,
we' re honored to present our one-house budget

resol ution, a bold, conpassionate and fiscally
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responsi ble plan that directly addresses the nost
pressing concern for New Yorkers: Affordability.

We hear a | ot about affordability
across the aisle, yet nmy sane col |l eagues stood
silent when the Trunp adm nistration and
Republ i can congressional majorities proposed
massi ve tax breaks to the ultrawealthy while
har dwor ki ng | ower- and m ddl e-cl ass New Yorkers
are paying nore for |ess support, beginning with
cuts to Medicare, housing, now Social Security,
even food.

In stark contrast, this Senate
Majority has delivered and expedited the | owest
m ddl e-cl ass tax rates New York has seen in over
70 years. And now we're even ending the |uxury
yacht tax break our coll eagues across the aisle
handed out during your last majority.

As |'ve always said, budgets are
priorities. Qur budget nodifies the Governor's
rebate proposal, ensuring |long-termfinanci al
support for seniors as well as an expansi on of
the Working Fam lies Tax Credit and the Earned
| nconme Tax Credit, delivering sustained relief to
| ow and m ddle-income famlies. The Earned

| nconme Tax Credit is expanded to younger workers
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by lowering the eligibility age from25 to 19,
and increasing refunds for single working people
to help cover essential costs |ike rent and
groceri es.

Housi ng remai ns a cornerstone in our
budget. We conmmit 250 mllion to the Housing
Access Voucher Programto prevent honel essness
and ensure rental assistance. W invest 75
mllion in public housing authorities outside of
New York City, 50 mllion to rehabilitate vacant
rental units. And as part of the City of Yes
proposal that ny coll eague just nentioned, we
provide a billion dollars for housing, including
$500 mllion for public housing. And we also
provi de funding to hel p homeowners remain in
their hones across the state. Every New Yorker
deserves a safe and stabl e hone.

We continue our historic comm tnent
to education by fully funding Foundation Aid,
expandi ng uni versal pre-K with $150 mllion, and
investing a half a billion in childcare workforce
stabilization to increase childcare availability.
Additionally, 25 mllion is allocated to expand
nont radi ti onal - hour chil dcare.

We build on the Governor's proposal
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for universal free school neals by expandi ng Farm
to School programnms, ensuring children receive
nutritious, locally sourced food, and providing a
boost to our New York famly farms.

Qur budget also significantly
expands support for higher education with an
additional 74.3 mllion for SUNY, 114 mllion for
CUNY. We create a five-year $1 billion annual
capital plan to nodernize canpuses and hospitals,
i ncrease support for student nental health, and
expand financial aid.

Wth | oom ng abhorrent Medicaid cuts

sl ated by Republicans in Washi ngton, we safeguard

heal thcare access with 1.5 billion in new
i nvestments, including $355 million for
hospitals, 250 mllion for nursing homes, and

100 mllion for New York City Health + Hospitals
We strengthen reproductive

heal thcare with 35 mllion for the Reproductive

Freedom and Equity grant program and expand

Medi cai d protections for vul nerable comunities.
Additionally, we invest $100 million

in children's behavioral health clinics and

allocate 22 mllion for crisis response teans

under Daniel's Law.
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Public safety remains a priority,
with 46 mllion for violence prevention and ot her
public safety progranms, $20 mllion for
Fam |y Court access, and expanded support for
jail-based nedication assisted treatnent to
conbat opi oi d addicti on.

Qur small businesses, the backbone
of our econony, receive targeted support,

i ncl udi ng new unenpl oynent insurance tax credits
for small businesses with 50 or fewer enpl oyees,

hel pi ng of fset sonme of their costs. W also

i ncrease MMBE fundi ng and support for Main Street
revitalization.

Qur commtnent to affordability and
econoni ¢ security extends to the hardworking
peopl e who keep our state running. That's why
this budget takes significant steps to support
wor kers across industries. W expand tenporary
disability insurance to ensure that nore
New Yor kers have the financial support they need
during health challenges. Construction workers
will see stronger prevailing wage protections,
guaranteeing fair pay on publicly funded
proj ects.

Thi s budget reflects our fundanental
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belief that when we invest in workers, we
strengt hen New York's econony, famlies and
communities. W take bold steps to address the
climate crisis by expandi ng cl ean water funding
to $700 m I lion, increasing funding for energy
affordability prograns by 200 mllion, and
creating a $2,000 rebate for used zero-em ssion
vehi cl es.

Despite m sinformation from fossi
fuel interests, states |like Texas have
denonstrated that renewabl e energy can provide
t he cheapest electricity in the nation. CQur
budget neets this urgency with an additional
$100 million investrment in the Environnental
Protection Fund, funding for clean water
projects, incentives for zero-eni ssion vehicles,
and accel erated renewabl e energy infrastructure.

Additionally, we establish the
Ofice of dimte Resiliency to coordinate state
responses to climate threats and invest in
floating solar incentives.

Finally, as the daughter of a conbat
veteran who bravely served despite
discrimnation, | was really outraged by a recent

Congressman -- a Republican Congressman whose
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di sm ssive remarks about veterans enpl oynent
rights not being God-given. Qur budget honors
veterans with an increase in veterans' services
funding, a new property tax exenption for
100 percent service-di sabl ed veterans, and
expanded Gold Star annuity benefits. This
i ncl udes additional funding for the Federal
Def ense Program and $300, 000 for New York Hel nets
to Hard Hats to support veterans transitioning to
trade careers.

Qur budget provides nearly
$4 mllion nore for veteran housing, job
training, |egal assistance and nmental health
care. Qur veterans fought for us. W nust fight
for them

As we progress, | welcone the
chal | engi ng yet necessary conversations and
negotiations with the Executive and the Assenbly.
Though the road ahead may be difficult, through
col I aboration and our shared comm tnment, we can
create greater opportunities and build a stronger
New York even in these perilous tinmes for our
nati on.

Today is about nore than the

budget. It's about our collective promse to
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every New Yorker. It's about reaffirm ng our
shared val ues of fairness, equity and resilience,
and our commtnent to a brighter, stronger future
for our state. W have repeatedly proven that
when we invest in our people, we strengthen our
comunities, our economy and our state.

So I look forward to the work ahead
and delivering on our shared promse to build a
New York that truly works for everyone.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you. Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins to
be recorded in the affirmative.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 488, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 21.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn
until Monday, March 17th, at 3:00 p.m, with the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 17th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days

bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 2:05 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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