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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 26, 2025
2:35 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
February 25, 2025, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, February 24,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCR LI U Madam Pr esi dent, on
page 27 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 344, Senate Print Nunmber 952, and
ask that the bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease call on Senator Bailey for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bail ey for an introduction.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On this uncharacteristically late
get away-day session time, | just want to thank
t hese incredible scholars from AVBNY for sticking

with us and sticking with the program
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Madam President, | rise today to
wel come an incredible group of students fromthe
AMBNY Schol ars of Medi ci ne and Sci ence Program - -
you can stand up, if you could, please. This is
very inportant that they see you.

The Schol ars of Medicine and Science
Program supports students who have denonstrated a
commtment to inproving health disparities and
heal th inequities through medicine, scientific
research and advocacy. They've been sel ected for
t hi s program because they' ve overconme adversity
on their path to nmedicine, and we expect that
their lived experience will benefit their
practice of medicine and scientific research.
"1l get back to that in a second.

But | wanted to let you know t hat
t hese students have travel ed here from vari ous
nmedi cal school s throughout New York State -- from
t he Jacobs School of Medicine and Bi onedi cal
Sci ences at the University of Buffalo, the
Renai ssance School of Medicine at Stony Brook
University -- UA, SUNY Al bany, we've got to get
one, man; Stony Brook is killing us -- SUNY
Upstate Medical University, Touro Coll ege of
Ost eopat hi ¢ Medi cine, the Bronx Community Health
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Leaders Program at the Al bert Einstein College of
Medi ci ne; New York Medi cal College; and the
Zucker School of Medicine at Hof stra/ Northwell.

And our conference has al ways
supported these inportant prograns in diversity
in nedicine. And in times when the word
"diversity" seenms to be a buzzword for so many
t hi ngs, we nust continue to encourage diversity.

| said | would get back to sonething
in a second. | want to say thank you. | want to
say thank you for taking on a task because nany
of you, nmuch like me, come from househol ds where
Robi tussin, Vicks, ginger ale and saltine
crackers were the cure-all for everything.

(Laughter from bal cony.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: And that neant --
why? Why was that the cure-all for everything?
We | augh because it's part of who we are, because
it came froma fundamental distrust of the
nmedi cal system Because we saw what happened
with heroes, that they're trying to take their
nanmes away fromthe Tuskegee Airnmen, they're
trying to take the nanes away fromthem now.

But, you know, the syphilis experinment and all of

these things. W had a |large distrust of the
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nmedi cal system

Because of fol ks Iike you taking on
that task to make sure you're rebuil ding that
trust and repairing it, it's a big thing that
you're doing. "You can't be what you can't see"
has been said so many tines in this chanmber. It
has been said so many tinmes by so many peopl e.
But it is absolutely true. People in our
communities don't go to the doctor |ike they
shoul d, because they don't believe init.

So | just want to say thank you for
giving us sonething to believe in. It is proof
positive -- and I always want to |ift up one of
my nentees fromchurch: Emlio Wodstock was a
Diversity in Medicine scholar. That's nmy little
guy -- | shouldn't say ny little guy, but that's
nmy nentee fromway back in the day. And he is
proof positive that this program works, and so
are you.

So | want to say thank you for
having the patience to wait through. Hope you
enjoy the rest of the session.

And, Madam Presi dent, please extend
to themall of the privileges and courtesies of

this house for our future doctors, future
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heal t hcare changers and nakers.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease remain standing to be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Li u.

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease take up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
117, Senate Print 678A, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
126, Senate Print 555, by Senator Krueger, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
176, Senate Print 524, by Senator Myer, an act

to anmend the Penal Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 176, voting in the negative are
Senators Brisport and Skoufis.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senators, can you take it outside,
pl ease. Thank you.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
224, Senate Print 553, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
225, Senate Print 620, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
237, Senate Print 315, by Senator Skoufis, an act

to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
298, Senate Print 936, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act directing a state agency tel ework report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
CGonzal ez to explain her vote.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| introduced this bill because
New York's healthcare systemis in crisis.
Hospital s are cl osing across our state, and
servi ces being cut as remai ning hospitals
struggle to stay open.

| represent Mount Sinai Beth Israel,
whi ch just this week announced that it will be
closing on March 26th. But this issue isn't
specific to ny district. From SUNY Downstate to
St. Vincent's, Colunbia-G eene Medical Center,
Ki ngsbr ook Jewi sh Medical Center, to Long Island
City -- to Long Island Col | ege Hospital and nore,
t here have been an increasi ng nunber of stressed
hospital s, hospital closures, and service cuts.

Now nore than ever, we nust protect
our hospitals and heal thcare access, and we mnust
start by understanding the current |andscape of
heal thcare across our state. This bill wll make
sure that data on community heal thcare access is
publicly avail able and used by the Departnent of
Health to establish stressed heal thcare zones.

It will also help in prioritizing
funding for these zones, and underserved

comunities, and prevent closures that |eave
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comunities wthout access to |ife-saving care.

This data woul d have been critical
in ny own district, because when we cl ose or
propose to close a hospital, it should be clear
what the inpact will be on nearby hospitals and
certainly on the communities that are invol ved.

So with that, I want to thank this
body for voting on this bill, and | vote
enthusiastically in the affirmative.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gonzal ez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 298, voting in the negative are
Senators Giffo, Ott, Walczyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
302, Senate Print 1284, by Senator Persaud, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
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act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
354, Senate Print 2633, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to direct the Departnment of Health to
conplete a report on the inpact of hospital
cl osures on heal thcare access in New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
356, Senate Print 3393, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 356, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Liu, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR LI U Madam President, is

there any further business at the desk?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR LI U: | nove to adjourn
until Monday, March 3rd, at 3:00 p.m, with the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 3rd, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 2:45 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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