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THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD
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February 24, 2025
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REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Rever end
St ephen Green, of the Geater Allen African

Met hodi st Epi scopal Church in Jamai ca, Queens,

New York, will deliver today's invocation.
Rever end.
REVEREND GREEN: | want to first

t hank Senat or James Sanders for this gracious
invitation, and Senator Leroy Conrie, and
Maj ority Leader Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins,
for this privilege to be able to stand here
t oday.

| am honored to be here today with
nmy lovely wife, First Lady Braea Tilford G een,
al ong with nmenbers of the Geater Allen Cathedral
of New York -- and one of our nenbers who is no
stranger to this body, the first African-American
Majority Leader, Senator Malcolm Smith

Let us pray.
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(Appl ause.)
REVEREND GREEN: Let us pray.

Dear God, we are grateful for the
opportunity to gather in the hallowed halls of
this, the New York State Senate chanbers, on this
historic day. W thank you for guiding and
protecting these 63 servant |eaders who serve the
20 million citizens of the State of New York with
wi sdom and grace.

We are honored that this chanber
remains a glimer of hope in the mdst of this
dark nonment in our nation, as we fight to
preserve our denocracy. W know that these
perilous tinmes beckon for us to work together,
with radical |ove and action, as nodeled in this
chanmber, to counter the threats of fascism and
authoritarianismthat is weaking its head across
our country.

As we gather during this Bl ack
Hi story Month, we are rem nded of the sacrifices
made by those who have cone before us to foster a
new vi sion of society that honors and respects
the dignity of all human personality.

We renenber New Yorkers |ike

abolitionists Harriet Tubman and
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Frederi ck Dougl ass and Soj ourner Truth, who
fought to end sl avery.

We renmenber civil rights activists
i ke Bayard Rustin and Shirl ey Chishol mand
Mal col m X, who strategized to build a new
soci ety.

We renenber the freedom vision of
culture architects like Zora Neal Hurston,
Langst on Hughes, and Janes Bal dwi n, who taught us
how to stand in the face of fear.

And now nore than ever, we need the
freedom dreans of these love warriors to guide us
t hrough so that children fromJanmaica to
Jamestown, fromHarlemto the Hudson Valley, and
from Brooklyn to Buffalo, will have a chance to
achi eve the Anerican dream

May we al ways hold on to the power
of our faith to work together in the spirit of
Ubuntu -- | am because we are -- until every
New Yor ker has access to excell ent education,
guar ant eed housing, quality healthcare, a clean
envi ronment, and safe streets.

And when this beconmes our reality,
when this beconmes the priority of our legislative

agendas, then we will be able to sing:
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Lift every voice and sing

Till earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harnonies of liberty

W will let our rejoicing rise

Hi gh as the listening skies

W will let it resound

Loud as the rolling sea

W will sing this song

Full of the faith that the dark past
has taught us

W will sing a song full of the hope
that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day
begun

Let us march on until victory is
won.

Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
February 21, 2025, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday,

February 20, 2025, was read and approved. On
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notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| wish to call up Senator Krueger's
bill, Print 1438, recalled fromthe Assenbly,
which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
102, Senate Print 1438, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Sanders for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Sanders for the purpose of an introduction.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Thank you

| want to thank the | eader.

| want to -- on behal f of
Senator Conmrie and nyself, | want to warmy
wel comre Pastor Stephen Green and the parishioners
fromthe Allen -- from Geater Alen, of course,
the African Methodi st Epi scopalian Church, to
cel ebrate AME Day in Al bany.

| appreciate that many of you have
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travel ed very far to get here. This is the

191st anniversary of the Geater Allen AVE
Church, but the AME Church as a whol e has a proud
history in Anerica.

It's a history of faith over
resistance -- faith over failure, if you wish --
where they cane into bei ng because sone peopl e
hi di ng under the garb of Christianity did not
understand the unity of the human famly, and
t herefore the church was created. And that
started in 1834, and we are really proud of that.

In the 1840s, when nost of the
nation was trying to deci de where they woul d go,
this church was a | eader in the Underground
Railroad. 1In fact, a church not far from here,
wal ki ng di stance, was one of the stops of the
Under ground Rail road, where they have a tunnel --
on Ham Iton Street, they have a tunnel to the
river so that people could escape. So a real
i npressive history here.

On June 16, 2024, Reverend Stephen
A. Green was appoi nted senior pastor, and he
ushered in -- he is ushering in a new era of that
hi storic church. O course he could not do this

al one. The First Lady, of course, doesn't wal k
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behind him wal ks side by side with him to
ensure that this is going to go the way it's
supposed to.

| know t hey have travel ed | ong.

have further words to say, but I will not say
themtoday. | look forward to coming to the
church to bring the resolution -- that we wl|
vote on, on another day here -- and present it to
t he church.

| will come around to you in a

nmonment, but on behalf of all of mny coll eagues
here, we want to thank you for com ng.

And Madam President, if you would
give the courtesies of the Senate, | would be
much obl i ged.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
Thank you very much, Senator Sanders.

To our guests fromthe Geater Allen
AME Church, Reverend Green and First Lady G een,
to Senator Malcolm Smth and our guests, we
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
all of the privileges and courtesies of the
house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's take up previously adopted
Resol ution 235, by Senator Sepul veda, read that
resolution's title and recogni ze
Senat or Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 235, by
Senat or Sepul veda, comrenorating the
181st Anni versary of the |Independence of the
Dom ni can Republic to be cel ebrated on
February 27, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER  Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam President, for allowing me to present this
resol ution.

To my col | eagues and honored
di stingui shed guests, it's an honor for nme to
wel come prom nent Dom ni can personalities to the
State of New York here in the Senate to cel ebrate

Doni ni can Heritage Month
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| am deeply honored to stand before
you today to conmenorate a significant event in
the history of the country, the 181lst anniversary
of its national independence. This day not only
invites us to renenber the sacrifices of our
nati onal heroes, but also to renew our comm tment
to the ideals of freedom justice, sovereignty
that have inspired the creation of the
Doni ni can Republ i c.

More than a century and a half ago,
a brave group of Dom nican patriots, guided by a
profound | ove for their honel and, fought to
defend their right to be free. Today we are
standi ng here thanks to the courage and
determ nation of such nen as Juan Pabl o Duarte,
Juan Isidro Pérez, Pedro Al ejandro Pina, and
Félix Maria Ruiz. They, along with other heroes,
sowed the seeds of independence that would | ater
flourish in the Dom ni can Republic that we now
know.

I"'mfilled with pride when | see
how, over the years, Dom ni cans have shown an
unwavering tenacity and a unique ability to excel
in any corner of the new world, especially here

in New York, where in ny district | have the
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honor of representing one of the |argest
communities of Dominicans in the city and in the
st at e.

The Dom ni can community in New York
has grown significantly over the decades. This
increase not only reflects the popul ati on growth
but al so the consolidation of a very strong
Dominican identity and culture in the city.
According to the 2020 Census, there are
842,307 Dom nicans in New York City, and they are
t he second-largest ethnic group in our city after
non- Hi spani ¢ whi tes.

To commenorate this historic day, |
woul d i ke to recogni ze those who, through their
dedi cation, effort and passion, have w tnessed
the transformative inpact of their community.
Their work not only strengthens their cultural
identity, but also builds a bridge between the
Domi ni can community and the rest of our society.

Thanks to their efforts, our voice
is heard nore strongly in all spheres of society.
Journalists, with their dedication, not only
i nform but al so aspire and educate, ensuring that
Dom ni can voices continue to be heard, traditions

are preserved, and new generations have a sense

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

674

of belonging and pride in their cultural
herit age.

Today | want to recogni ze several of
t hose | eadi ng Dom ni can figures: Dom nican
journalists and nenbers of the Domi nican press.

We start with recognizing Violeta
Bastardo, who is a well-known journalist and
comuni cat or recogni zed for her hard work and
dedication in the world of news. Since arriving
in New York in 2007, Violeta has shown unwaveri ng
commtment to covering conmunity news, politics
and culture, especially for the Hispanic
audi ence. She has becone an influential figure
in the Hi spanic nedia.

We're al so going to recogni ze
today -- bear with ne one second --
Ranon Tol entino, who is a journalist known for
his involvenent in police investigations in the
nei ghbor hoods of the Dom nican capital. He has
wor ked in various nmedia outlets, including
television, radio and digital platforms. On
"Esto No Es Radio," his approach seens to be to
generate rel evant and up-to-date content for the
audience, with a direct, critical and uncensored

styl e.
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Darling Burdiez is a journalist and
news anchor fromthe Dom ni can Republic with over
20 years of experience in journalism She
currently works at Tel enundo 47 New York, where
she presents the news at various tinmes. Before
j oi ni ng Tel emundo, Ms. Burdi ez worked at several
television and radio stations in the
Dom ni can Republic. Throughout her career, she
has received several awards, including an Emmy in
2020 for "Breaking News." She has al so been
recogni zed for her contributions to
comuni cati ons and has an active presence on
soci al medi a.

Also | want to recogni ze severa
ot her journalists who couldn't make it, and one
comunity activist, Nurys De Oeo, who is a
community | eader and recogni zed for her work in
Manhattan and in the Bronx and in New York City.

|'d also like to recognize a
journalist, a very well-known journalist,

Alicia Otega, fromthe Dom nican Republic. She
is a news anchor and recogni zed for her nassive
work in nmedia, and she's a promnent figure in

i nvestigative journalismand coverage on

political issues.
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Lastly, 1'd like to recognize
Jul i ssa Céspedes, who is also a distinguished
Domi nican journalist with 15 years of experience
in nedia. She has participated in the nost
prestigi ous platforms al ongsi de prom nent
figures, covering high-profile national and
international events.

|"mgoing to ask ny three
journalists that are here to stand so we can
recogni ze them

Thank you, Madam President, for
giving themthe recognition of the floor and for
allowing me to speak on this resolution. They
are Ranmon Tol entino, Darling Burdiez and, |ast
but certainly not |east, we have
Vi ol et a Bast ar do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Sepul veda. And we have additi onal
speakers, so you can sit.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

My colleagues, | rise in order to
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honor these individuals that have come to w tness
denocracy at its best here in New York State.

Knowi ng that ny district, the
31st Senatorial District, outside of the
Domi ni can Republic is probably the nost people
that |ive in Washi ngton Hei ghts, | nwood,

Marble HIl, and the Bronx, where Luis and | and
ot hers of ny coll eagues represent nany, nany,
many people. But obviously Dom nicans are the
hi ghest nunber of people that | represent.

And in fact, approximtely
67 percent of ny district has individuals that
are basical ly Spani sh-speaking, and the nmgjority
of themare fromthe Dom ni can Republic.

But knowi ng that the journalists and
the nedi a people are all over the place, they
definitely want to nake sure that you hear the
news and see the news.

So | congratulate the three of them
for being here today: Ranon Tol entino,
congratulations. Alicia Otega, good afternoon.
And Vi ol eta Bastardo, good afternoon.

Congrat ul ati ons, and wel cone aboard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,

Senat or Jackson.
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Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Sepul veda, for
introducing this inportant resolution and al ways
comenor ati ng Dom ni can | ndependence Day.

| represent the Borough of the Bronx
and also the Gty of Mount Vernon. In both
areas, there is a large and burgeoni ng Dom ni can
popul ation. As we've heard from
Senat or Sepul veda and nmany ot hers, the
Domi ni can comunity in the Bronx is the
fastest-growi ng ethnic group in the borough.

Al so in Westchester County, in the
City of Mount Vernon, let's also nmake sure that
we al so recogni ze the Dom nican comunity is
maki ng | arge strides in that conmunity as well.

And so it's really inportant for ne
to recogni ze the conmunity. Senator Sepul veda
did not tell ne about this resolution, or
otherwise | would have had ny De Lo Mo's on, ny
Ni ke Air Max 95 that say "De Lo Mo," which
means -- you know, it's loosely translated to
"One of Us."

And the warnth that | have felt from
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t he Dom ni can community is often personified in
that phrase, De Lo Mo. It is a very insular and
prideful statenent that nmeans that, you know,
when you nove, you're |ike one of us and we nake
t hese novenents together.

So | just want to say
congratul ati ons on 181 years of incredible -- you
know, incredible being. And I'"'mtrying to find
the words; is it Dios, Patria y Libertad?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: There you go.

SENATCR BAI LEY: So that cones from
menory. | just want to nmake sure that the
Domi ni can comunity knows that we are incredibly
proud of them and appreciative of them

And | say thank you
Madam Presi dent, and | proudly support this
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Sepul veda,
for this very inportant resol ution

A hundred and ei ghty-one years is
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not an easy feat. And while |I am not
Domi nican -- no soy Domi nicana -- the admration
that I have for this community is so abundant.
The gratitude that | have for this conmmunity, as
a Latina in New York, is abundant. And | thank
them for their contributions, for the vibrancy of
the culture, for expanding into every corner of
t he state.

Because | too represent a wonderful
district in the East Bronx and Sout hern
West chester, and ny Dom ni can community adds so
much beauty to it.

So for this day, Felicidades. And
t hank you again for our journalists, for
reporting on the needed information that we have
to know, the hard topics, the ones that are not
easy to talk about or to defend. But you do it,
and you do it bravely, and | amincredibly
t hankf ul

So thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Fer nandez.

Senator Cl eare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Thank you, Senator Sepul veda, for
bringing forth this very inportant resolution.

| think it is inportant that we
recogni ze all our conmunities in New York City
whi ch contribute to the great npbsaic, as it's
called. And the Dom nican community has been a
fast and rapidly growi ng community contributing
so much to our food, to our nusic, and to the
culture in general.

So | congratulate all of today's
honor ees, the people who are being recogni zed and
t hose who did not nmake it here today. And of
course you do report the news, and that's so
important to all of our communities, to nake sure
that they get that information correctly.

So thank you again, and thank you,
Senat or Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator C eare.

Senat or Weber on the resol ution.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you.

And t hank you to the sponsor,
Senat or Sepul veda, for this very inportant
resolution, a great resolution that you bring

forward every year.
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You know, as you know and as |'ve
spoken in the past, | have a -- ny father
remarri ed when ny parents divorced. M father is
married to a Domi nican wonman fromBani, so it's
an island that | visited nany tines as a child.
So it's great to take that know edge of the
island and actually be a Senator in
Rockl and County, where we have a | arge, grow ng
Domi ni can comunity right there in Haverstraw, a
community that has great |eaders like
Johnny Ortiz and Ranon Lopez. W have
Ranon Soto, who wites for El Sol magazi ne, who's
al so up there in Haverstraw as wel |

So it's great to really all
cel ebrate the Dom nican community. W' re going
to have a flag -- | think a Dom nican
flag-rai sing cerenony in Haverstraw on Thursday
that 1'lIl be back to as well.

So congratul ati ons and thank you for
bringing this resolution forward as al ways.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Weber .

Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal on the
resol ution.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Sepul veda
for recogni zing these individuals, which I'd |ike
to point out is so inportant because conmunity
and local news is nore inportant than ever.

Because of the consolidation of
maj or news outlets across our country, it's
crucial that New Yorkers, that nenbers of
different communities are able to access news
that inforns them because they're not getting it
el sewhere. And we need to support our |ocal and
comunity news.

So thank you, Senator Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

To our guests, distinguished
journalists representing the Dom nican Republic
and the community, | welconme you on behalf of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
January 22nd.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
Senat or Sepul veda would Iike to open that
resol ution up for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor on the resol ution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 94,
Senate Print 820, by Senator Hi nchey, an act to
anend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 28. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 94, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Cooney, @Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez, Mattera,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Skoufis, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
119, Senate Print 1610, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 119, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.
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Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Can we have a little order.

Thank you.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
123, Senate Print 29, by Senator Harckham an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
124, Senate Print 195, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
197, Senate Print 2324, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
223, Senate Print 378, by Senator Brouk, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
226, Senate Print 3029, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect two years after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
233, Senate Print 661, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
236, Senate Print 52, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 236, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
266, Senate Print Number 2069, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
277, Senate Print 1057, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 277, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Hel m ng and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
283, Senate Print 1991, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

692

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
284, Senate Print 2027, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
288, Senate Print 417, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

693

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 288, voting in the negative:
Senator Ott. Al so Senator Gallivan

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
301, Senate Print 1186, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
124, Senate Print 195, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Hel m ng be heard on that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Hel m ng
may be heard.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed anmendnent that | have before
this body is germane to the bill at hand. Both
bills relate to preventing the spread of certain
contraband. The bill at hand addresses the

spread of contraband anong youth and within our
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school s, while the amendnment | put forward will
prevent the spread of dangerous contraband anong
i ncarcerated individuals, our corrections
officers, civilians, and even visitors to our
state correctional facilities.

And | want to point out sonething
that is really inportant to ne, and that's that
those visitors to our correctional facilities
i ncl ude young children. So | do think that the
bill is germane.

As corrections officers continue to
protest in response to the unsafe conditions
Wi thin our correctional facilities, it's beyond
time for us to address the ongoing threat that
pri son contraband poses to everyone.

We continue to read, report after
report, about the hospitalizations due to the
exposure of dangerous substances and weapons t hat
are being introduced and spread throughout our
state-run correctional facilities.

To me, these reports nake it quite
clear that DOCCS and the state | eaders have
failed to provide the tools necessary to keep
danger ous contraband out of state correctional

facilities.
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But today, with the amendnment that
|"ve put forward, this body has an opportunity to
make a di fference by maki ng the changes needed to
ensure the safety of everyone, everyone within
our state correctional facilities.

This anmendnent will help elimnate
danger ous contraband by requiring the use of
narcotics -- by requiring the use of narcotics
detecting canine patrols outside of every prison,
establishing a secure vendor mail program and
all owing DOCCS facilities to deny entry to any
per son who refuses to pass through a body
scanner.

And, Madam President, what is very
appalling to me is that these body scanners are
al ready present and avail able for use in many of
our facilities. Wien | tell people that these
body scanners are currently optional, they cannot
believe that that's true.

New York State continues to face
unprecedented chal |l enges within the walls of our
pri sons because of deplorable conditions and
horrible policies |ike the HALT Act. W again
have an opportunity today to begin to resolve the

current crisis by com ng together and
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i mpl enenti ng commonsense policy like the
cont raband screeni ng amendnment before this body.

But we need to act now, before it's
too late. Everyone is depending on us, whether
it's the incarcerated individuals, the civilians
who visit or work there, and our corrections
of ficers.

For these reasons and nany nore,
Madam Presi dent, | ask you to pl ease reconsi der
your deci si on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
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of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Read the | ast section.

No, excuse nme one m nute.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
266, Senate Print Number 2069, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the

Executi ve Law.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

699

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Stec.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Stec be heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Stec
may be heard.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed amendnment is germane to the
bill at hand, which relates to disaster
prepar edness. And HALT has eroded conditions
wi thin our prisons, preventing DOCCS from

adequately preparing for and responding to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

700

di sasters within prisons, including the current
di saster we're witnessing which has led us to
t hese strikes.

Since the HALT Act went into effect
in March 2022, correction officers of the state
have been facing the horrors created by this | aw
every day. In the two years since it took
effect, state prisons have seen a 32 percent
increase in assaults on staff, from1,473 to
1, 938.

| nmat e- on-i nmat e assault has
i ncreased a whopping 81 percent, from1,489 to
2,697. This is the direct result of the HALT
Act, which has deprived corrections officers of
the essential tool they need to keep correctional
facilities safe: The ability to renove and
segregate those violent inmates who assaul t
others, including their fellow inmates.

Prior to HALT, violent and
di sruptive i nmates coul d be segregated for a
period of time deened appropriate. Under HALT,
an inmate can't spend nore than three consecutive
days in segregate confinenent, and |onger than
six total within a 30-day period. Only in

extrene cases can those tinme franes be expanded
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up to 15 consecutive days, or 20 total days in a
60 day peri od.

This has led to a severe staffing
crisis within our prisons. Corrections officers
are leaving at alarm ng rates because of the
depl orabl e and unsafe conditions within prisons.

COs are an inportant part of our |aw
enforcenment conmunity. They risk their lives to
keep i nnmates safe, keep prisons orderly, and
protect the surrounding communities fromthe
danger that lies within prisons.

But we can't keep or recruit
corrections officers because of the disastrous
policies enacted by this Mjority.

The instability and danger has |ed
us to where we are now. COs at nearly every
correctional facility in the state have gone on
strike, finally standing up to oppose the
i nhumane conditions they have been forced to
endure because of the HALT Act. And all they're
asking for is the ability to work in a safe
envi ronnent where i nmates know t hey can face
consequences for their actions and can be
separated when they pose a risk to the facility.

In recent days, |'ve -- as many of
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us have, |'ve had the opportunity -- and |'ve
taken it -- to visit our corrections facilities.
And we all recall that HALT, 21 years or younger,
55 years or older, are not eligible. So ol der
i nmat es are using younger inmates, who are not
subject to HALT, to commt their assaults that
they want commtted on behalf of them so no one
faces any repercussions.

| nmat es, including Honor Bl ock
i nmat es, have told nme personally over the years
that they've felt safer before HALT -- let ne
repeat that. |[|'ve had inmates, including Honor
Bl ock inmates, tell ne that they felt safe prior
to HALT, that special housing and RRU have nore
freedons, nore tine out of the cell, nore tinme
with the tablet -- and insert here "phone,"
because that's what the tablet is -- than the
general popul ation or people on Honor Bl ock.

HALT has incentivized bad, violent,
di sruptive, dangerous behavior in our prisons.
Not just to staff -- some m ght be nore concerned
for staff -- but also for inmates -- sone m ght
be nmore concerned for the innmates.

| have seven renmaining facilities in

my Senate district, nore than anybody else. [|'ve
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seen video of these assaults, |1've talked to the
COs with the injuries -- broken eye sockets,

br oken bones, |acerations. There are no
consequences for these attacks. There is no
deterrent.

| nmat es have stated that they' ve
deci ded to punch, quote, the first staff nenber
t hey encountered, just to get back into SHU, to
have nore tinme with the tablet, nore tinme having
peopl e serve them and bring them stuff, nore tine
out of their cell than people in the general
popul ati on.

It's no wonder that our recruitnent
and retention have plumeted, and that has
resulted in mandatory overtime, routinely forced
24- or 36-hour shifts. Dangerous. W nonitor
how |l ong a truck driver can drive on the road
before they have to have rest. You're asking --
you are requiring, your State Departnent of
Corrections and Supervision is requiring our
state enpl oyees to work well past 24 hours
routinely.

Sonme of these guys nmake triple their
salary in overtinme. Think about the math there,

how much tinme they have to work in order to earn
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that kind of salary.

New York State, as a $250 billion
corporation and enployer, has a duty to provide a
safe work environment for all of our enployees.
Were is the Departnment of Labor? They'd be al
over any other enployer for forcing enployees to
wor k 24-hour shifts routinely.

This strike has not been about
asking for nore noney. It's about having a work
envi ronnment free of having feces thrown at you --
how many of you would tolerate that in your work
envi ronnent? Wat would DOL say if any other
enpl oyer had that kind of work conditions?

They want to be able to work where
they're not routinely assaulted at work. W have
special protections that we voted for, for retai
wor kers and for transit workers. But where are
t he basic protections fromassault for our
workers that are in our correctional facilities?

This strike has been about not being
forced to work 24 to 36 hours straight routinely
wi t hout notice, which is unsafe and unfair to
themand their famlies.

And it's al so about their exposure

to chem cals, the drugs and poi sons. These
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aren't just drugs that are being snuggled in as
contraband. This is rat poison put in with wasp
killer and you nanme it. They don't have tests
for this stuff yet.

And in ny district just a couple of
weeks ago, Madam President, 25 staff nenbers --
not just NYSCOPBA nenbers, nurses, civilian
staff -- 25 in one night at Upstate Correctiona
had to be taken to the enmergency room because
t hey were exposed to sonething. DOCCS never
figured out what it was. Sone people actually
had the audacity to suggest that it was all in
t heir heads because sonehow people that work in a
pri son were stressed out by seeing sonebody
overdose. Overdoses are a routine occurrence in
our prisons. As a matter of fact, just the other
day, | ast week when | was at Adirondack
Correctional talking to the fol ks outside there,
two inmates left the facility because an innate
had been exposed to sonething and a nurse had
been exposed to sonet hing.

There's a nmmjor contraband crisis in
our facilities. As has been nentioned
previously, we bought $13 mllion worth of

per sonal body scanners, the same ones that you
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woul d use in the TSA. |If you want to get on a
plane in the United States of Anerica, a
comercial jet, you're going to get on -- in that
body scanner or you're not getting on that plane,
peri od.

But, however, we already bought
these in the 2023 budget, but we made them
optional for visitors and we nade them opti onal
for inmates. And we have contact visitation,
where they're sharing food bags and touching each
other, and that's where a ot of this contraband
is being passed. And they're exposing each other
and our staff to God knows what poi sons. Body
scanners shoul d be nmandatory.

Li kewi se, our secure vendor program
is an absolute joke in this state. Anyone with
an Amazon box can ship sonething in, posing as
Amazon, and any unscrupul ous person that wants to
create an LLC in order to ship drugs into our
facilities, they can do it as a third-party
vendor through Amazon or VAl mart.

It's a joke. W don't have to
rei nvent the wheel. W have the tools to do
this. |If we're serious about our innmates' safety

and we're serious about our staffs' safety, then
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we're going to fix the contraband problem we're
going to fix the body scanner problem we're
going to fix the secure vendor problem But nopst
importantly, we are going to repeal HALT.

Since its inplenmentation, HALT has
been a disaster for both staff and for our
inmates. And, Madam President, for these reasons
| strongly urge you to -- for the I ove of God --
reconsi der your ruling and repeal HALT.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

| want to rem nd the house the vote
is on the procedures of the house and the ruling
of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is

bef ore the house.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've al so agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
has been restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
301, Senate Print 1186, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |

believe there's an anendnent at the desk. I
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wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Martins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senator Martins on the
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Martins
may be heard.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| am hopeful the third tinme is a
charmthis afternoon. But hope springs eternal.

Madam President, | rise to appea
the ruling of the chair. The proposed anmendnment
is germane, as the bill at hand deals with
construction, congestion and safety on the City
of New York streets, and the anmendnent | have
brought today al so deals with a programt hat

clainms to renedy vehicle safety and traffic
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safety in New York Gty -- specifically,
Madam President, in Manhattan south
of 60th Street.

| think we've all seen the inpact
t hat congestion pricing has had on our | ocal
comunities. Those of us who live in the
suburbs, whether it's in Nassau or
Suf fol k County, or those of us who live in the
subur bs, Madam President, north of New York City
in Westchester, Orange, Dutchess and
Rockl and counties, or those who live in the
out er boroughs -- the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens,
Staten Island -- we've all heard from our
constituents on the inpacts that congestion
pricing has had on our communiti es.

The congestion pricing plan has been
deened unl awful by the federal governnent,
Madam Presi dent, and the CGovernor has refused to
conply and turn off the tolls while so many
New Yor kers bear the financial burden of the MIA
There are serious reservations by the people of
New York, especially those in the MIA regi on and
in many of our comunities, and we've heard it
all too often on both sides of the aisle.

In fact, Madam President, there was
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a pause made to this entire program because of
the outcry that came fromthe conmunities. And
the reason that that pause was put in place was
because, yes, people recogni zed -- and many
people in this chanber recogni zed, on the
record -- how devastating it would be to our
communities. And then Io and behold, in late
Novenber of this |ast year, after an election in
early Novenber, the Governor decided to press
"play.” And | did not hear nor did anyone el se
hear from anyone in this chanber with regard to
t hose reservations that had been voi ced before.

So here's our opportunity, with the
hel p of ny dear coll eague Senator Addabbo and the
bill that he has offered, to allowthe
opportunity for us to rectify this mstake and to
send a nessage to our comunities that we're
going to prioritize them

There is no plan to assist or exenpt
first responders, Madam President, and ot her
essential workers with congestion pricing,
despite their irregular hours and i mm nent need
inthe city. Small trucks operating in the
congesti on zone are charged $14.40 and | arge

trucks are charged $21.60, with a significant
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i mpact on our building trades, those who go into
New York City just to do work

They can't -- we can't expect them
to go into the city and carry their tools on the
Long Island Rail Road with them or the materials
that they need to actually do their job. And yet
we're inposing this tax on them

The MTIA has not addressed their
| osses or inability to stop fare evasion,
Madam President, to this day. They recognize
that the MIA | oses close to a billion dollars a
year because people sinply choose not to pay the
fare on the subway, in our New York City buses.

And as we all know, the projected
revenue from congestion pricing is just under a
billion dollars. And so if the MIA | eadership
took the opportunity to nerely enforce the fares
that they have on the books, there is no reason
why peopl e from our conmunities should be paying
$9 or nore because soneone has been allowed to
consistently avoid paying their fare.

So, Madam President, the amendnent |
have brought today will ensure that congestion
pricing is repealed and will ensure that the MIA

is audited to ensure that the MIA and nass
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transit continues to be sustainable for our
comunities in the downstate region

And we have all recogni zed that the
I'ifebl ood of our state runs through mass transit
and through the MTA. And for the sake of
preserving nmass transit and the MIA, let's al
agree. Let's appeal -- let's repeal congestion
pricing, and let's ensure that the MIA is audited
once and for all to recover all of those |osses.

Qur residents deserve better,
Madam Presi dent, and for those reasons | strongly
urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Martins.

| want to rem nd the house the vote
is on the procedures of the house and the ruling
of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we have al so agreed to restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: This bil
has been restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 301, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease recogni ze Senator Wbb for a speci al
i ntroduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb for an introduction.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| wanted to acknow edge that we wil|l
be taking up a resolution that is nmenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mFebruary 24th
as Donestic Violence Awareness and Prevention Day
in the State of New York

| want to thank our Senate Majority
Leader, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for her
continued | eadership on this inportant issue.

We know -- and we tal k about this in
our chanmber and nost certainly actively advance
policies around donestic violence. It is a
crisis that knows no boundaries. It affects
i ndi vi dual s regardl ess of race, gender, sexual
orientation, zip code or socioeconom c status.

It is not just a private matter. It is a public
heal th i ssue, an econom c issue, and nost of al
a human rights issue that inpacts famlies,

conmmunities, and our entire state.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

716

Every m nute 24 people in the
United States becone victins of domestic
vi ol ence, sexual assault, or stalking. That is
nore than 12 mllion people every year. And
that's our neighbors, our friends, our coworkers
and our | oved ones.

We al so know that domestic viol ence
di sproportionately inpacts Bl ack wonmen, LGBTQ+
i ndi vi dual s, Native wonen, and comunities of
color. Systemc barriers, such as |ack of access
to resources and institutional racism conpound
t he danger that these survivors face.

Madam President, | want to at this
ti me acknow edge sone distingui shed guests that
we have in our chanber. | am honored that
advocates fromthe New York State Coalition
Agai nst Donmestic Viol ence have joined us today,
i ncluding the director of public policy and
advocacy, Joan Cerhardt. Also along with Joan is
Conni e Neal, Heather Canpbell, Shannon Wng,
Lorien Castelle, Jen O ark, Lauren Pence,
Ashl ey Am don, Abigail Mirat, Esneral da Pena,
Jess Schafroth and Amanda Cavanaugh.

We thank all of the advocates and

vol unteers at NYSCADV for your tireless efforts
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to provide not only training and techni cal

assi stance for |ocal donestic violence prograns
across our state, but you also work with our
comunities to change our culture into one that
doesn't condone violence, that in fact advocates
for policies to make sure that survivors across
our state are provided with the support that they
need to get safe and to heal and to ultimately
thrive.

And with that, Madam President, |
ask that we wel come these anmmzi ng advocates to
our chanber and extend the privil eges of our
house. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you
very rmuch

To our guests fromthe New York
State Coalition Against Donmestic Violence, we
wel come you to our chanber. Thank you for being
present here today.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris, that conpletes the reading of today's
cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
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Madam President. One final bit of business.

On behalf of Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins, in consultation with
Senator Ortt, | hand up the followi ng conmttee
assignment of the Mnority Conference and ask
that it be filed in the Journal

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The handup
is received and shall be filed in the Journal

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, February 25th
at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until tonorrow,
Tuesday, February 25th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 5:25 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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