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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 12, 2025
11: 42 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal
THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
February 11, 2025, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, January 10,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ri vera
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1021 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 806, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 80.
Senat or Webb noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 914 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 813, Third Readi ng Cal endar 87.
Senat or Fahy noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1018 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 2678, Third Readi ng Cal endar 161
Senat or Martinez noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1098 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 2677, Third Readi ng Cal endar 160.
Senat or Sanders noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 431 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 2680, Third Readi ng Cal endar 163.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.
Messages fromthe Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.
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Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,

M. President.

Pl ease recogni ze Senat or Sal azar for
a special introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sal azar for an introduction.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,

M. President.

| am honored and hunbl ed today to
i ntroduce to the chanber the famly of M. Robert
Brooks. This includes Robert's father,

Robert Ricks; also his nother, Mary Brooks; and
his cousin Eileen G aham from Rochester, who are
with us today in Al bany.

Robert Brooks was beaten and
tortured at the hands of 15 correction officers
and correction staff at Marcy Correctional
Facility on Decenber 9th, resulting in his death
just two nonths ago. He was 43 years ol d.

The autopsy report recently

confirmed what anyone who watched the publicly
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rel eased video footage of what happened to
M. Brooks -- what we know, which is that this
was a homi ci de.

To Ms. Brooks, Ms. Graham and
M. Ricks, | and my colleagues in the New York
State Senate are deeply sorry for your loss. The
vi ol ence conm tted agai nst Robert is horrific and
shocks the conscience. Robert's death is a grave
injustice, and I knowthat it will not be in
vain.

M. Brooks' famly -- his father
recently spoke at a press conference related to
his son's death, and his words there resonated
with me. O the state workers responsible for
Robert Brooks' death, his father said: "They
denied ny son a second chance. They denied him
t he second chance to be the best nman he was
capabl e of being."

He went on to say that M. Brooks
was due to cone home in 2026, next year, and said
that he and his son spoke regularly.

M. Brooks told his father that upon
returning home fromprison, he aspired to do the
good work that his father does in his comunity

and to make a difference in young |ives.
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Today | and many of ny col |l eagues
are here to demand justice for Robert Brooks and
to take swift action against the culture of
vi ol ence and inmpunity that has persisted in our
state prisons.

Waile it would be sufficient for us
to demand this for Robert Brooks, we know t hat
what happened to Robert was not an isol ated
incident. W nust pursue justice by way of
accountability, but also through systeni c change,
to prevent such viol ence from happeni ng agai n.

As public servants, we all nust be
held to the highest standard in our daily work.
In New York we can act to ensure that New Yorkers
like M. Brooks who are entrusted to the state's
care are treated with dignity, with respect, and
with humanity, not violently beaten to death by
stat e enpl oyees.

W owe that to the famly of
Robert Brooks, but also to the fam lies of other
i ndi vidual s who are incarcerated. And we owe it
to each other.

The killing of Robert Brooks
denonstrates a sickness in our state's carceral

system Through policy change and changi ng
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culture, we nust confront and seek to eradicate
t hat sickness.

To Ms. Brooks, Ms. Graham and
M. Ricks, and to Robert Brooks' children and
many | oved ones, | am deeply sorry for your | oss.
W grieve with you. W renmain conmtted to
seeking justice for Robert Brooks and his nenory.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sal azar.

To our guests from Rochester, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend

to you the privileges and courtesies of this

house.
Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
(Standi ng ovation.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 80,
Assenbly Bill 1021, by Assenbl ymenber MDonal d,

an act to anend the Social Services Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 87,
Assenbly Bill 914, by Assenbl ynenber C ark, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Webb to explain her vote.
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SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to talk about ny bill

I n our body we have been
consi stently working to address naternal
nortality rates here in the state. New York is
Nunber 22 in the country for the highest naternal
nortality rates. And when you break that down
even further by race and ethnicity, and nost
certainly in nmy conmmunity that's nore rural but
al so has a high popul ation of fol ks of col or,
t hese nunbers are even nore disparagi ng, that
wonen of color and particularly Black wormen in
New York are six times nore likely to die while
giving childbirth -- and yet nore than 70 percent
of those deaths are preventabl e.

What this |egislation does is that
it will require the Departnment of Health to
t hor oughl y eval uate and make recomendati ons on
best birthing practices. This legislation is
pushing for us to continue to take a nore
proactive approach to ensure that every nother or
bi rthi ng person has access to safe, high-quality
and evi dence-based care no matter their race,
i ncome | evel, or zip code.

As the chair of our Wnen's | ssues
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Commttee, this legislation is not just sinply
about inproving policies, it is about saving
lives and having a nore equitable inpact on
famlies across our state. It is about making
sure that no nother is ignored, that no
conplication is dismssed, and that no famly
suffers a preventabl e tragedy.

| vote aye, and | encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane. And | also would |ike
to thank our Senate Majority Leader for
supporting this legislation as well.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 92,
Senate Print 818, by Senator Hi nchey, an act to
amend t he Cannabi s Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 92, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Lanza,
Martinez, Mattera, Murray, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wber and WeiKk.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 160,
Assenbly Bill 1098, by Assenbl ynenber Hunter, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read the
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
161, Assenbly Bill Number 1018, by
Assenbl ynenber Hevesi, an act to amend the
Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
162, Senate Print 2679, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 162, voting in the negative:

Senator Borrello. Also Senator Ott, pardon ne.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
163, Assenbly Bill Number 431, by
Assenbl ynmenber Epstein, an act to anend the
Fi nanci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 163, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker, Ott,
Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
206, Senate Print 519, by Senator Persaud, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 206, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Chan, Helm ng, Lanza,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

637

Ober acker and Ott.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
208, Senate Print 2126, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 208, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
209, Senate Print 2505, by Senator Brisport, an

act to establish a task force on educat or
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diversity in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 209, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Lanza, Cberacker,
Ott and Stec.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
210, Senate Print 2657, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 210, voting in the negative:
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
281, Senate Print 3161, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Is there
any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, February 24th, at
3:00 p.m, with the intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 24th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:57 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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