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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W are
j oi ned by Rabbi Mrdechai Rubin, of the
Col oni e Chabad Jew sh Center in Loudonville, who

will deliver today's invocation.
Rabbi .
RABBI RUBI N: | would first like to

t hank Senat or Ashby.
|"'mhere with my wife, and together
we co-direct locally in this region
Col oni e Chabad and Jewi sh Life at Siena Coll ege.
|"mgoing to begin with an act of
charity. (lnserting noney into tzedakah box.)
Al m ghty God, Master of the
Uni verse, the nmenbers of this esteened body, the
New York State Senate, convene here today to
fulfill one of the seven commandnents which you
i ssued to Noah and his famly after the

Great Flood: The commandnent that all society be
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governed by just | aws.

As stated in the Book of Genesis and
its sacred commentaries, You issued at that tine
the foll owi ng seven laws: To worship You and You
al one; never to bl aspheny Your holy nane; not to
commt nurder, respect human life; not to commt
adul tery, incest or any sexual m sdeeds; not to
steal, lie or cheat; not to be cruel to any
living creature; and that every society be
governed by just |aws, based on the recognition
and acknow edgenent of You, O God, as the
sovereign ruler of all humankind and all nations.

Grant, Almghty God, that the
menbers of the New York State Senate confidently
realize that by enacting just |laws, they' re doing
Your will.

Al m ghty God, | beseech You today to
bl ess the Senate and entire state and nation in
the nerit of two spiritual giants of our tine,
and of our country and state: Rabbi Yosef
Yi tzchak Schneerson, of saintly nenory, the sixth
Chabad and Lubavitcher Rebbe, and his successor,
our Rebbe and inspiration, Rabbi Menachem
Schneerson, as we soon approach the 10th day of

t he Hebrew nonth of Shevat.
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Thi s Saturday, this Shabbat wll
mark 75 years, the 75th anniversary of the
transition of their leadership. It is a day of
reflection and action, and one which should
energi ze us to be God-conscious beings. Their
holy m ssion continues through our acts of
goodness and ki ndness, hasteni ng the harnoni ous
era of nessianic redenption.

Utimtely we ask of You, O God, to
usher in the era of redenption, where there wll
be no nore war and strife, and all humankind w ||
know You. As the Prophet I|saiah states: The
earth shall be full of the know edge of God, as
the water covers the sea.

And | et us say anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
February 4, 2025, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, February 3,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout

obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

487

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Rivera
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 926 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 769, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 43.

Senat or Mayer noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 425 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 771, Third Readi ng Cal endar 45.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 924 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 772, Third Readi ng Cal endar 46.

Senat or Har ckham noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 1476 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 776, Third Readi ng Cal endar 50.

Senat or Persaud noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 920 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 785, Third Readi ng Cal endar 59.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on noves to
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di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2058 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 790, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 64.

Senat or Fernandez noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2435 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 791, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 65.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1099 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 796, Third Readi ng Cal endar 70.

Senat or Hi nchey noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1016 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 800, Third Readi ng Cal endar 74.

Senat or Brouk noves to discharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1025 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 802, Third Readi ng Cal endar 76.

Senat or Ranps noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 2432 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 808, Third Readi ng Cal endar 82.
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Senat or Persaud noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1026 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 809, Third Readi ng Cal endar 83.

Senat or Sanders noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 421 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 812, Third Readi ng Cal endar 86.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

There's a privileged resolution at
the desk. Please take that up, read it inits
entirety, and recogni ze Leader Stewart-Cousins on
t he resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is

a privileged resolution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 312, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mFebruary 2025
as Black Hi story Month in the State of New York.
"WHEREAS, Bl ack History Month serves
as an opportunity to recogni ze and cel ebrate the
achi evenments, contributions, and resilience of
African- Anreri cans throughout history; and
"WHEREAS, It is essential to
recogni ze sone of the nost integral parts of
Bl ack history, including the struggles; and
"WHEREAS, The G vil War was a
defining nmonment in American history, fought over
the issue of slavery, leading to the eventual
l'iberation of mllions of African-Anericans; and
"WHEREAS, The Emanci pati on
Procl amati on, signed by President Abraham Lincoln
on January 1, 1863, declared that all enslaved
i ndi vidual s in Confederate-held territories were
to be freed, marking a critical step toward the
abolition of slavery; and
"WHEREAS, The passage of the
13t h Amendnent to the United States Constitution

on Decenber 6, 1865, formally abolished sl avery
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in the United States, securing the freedom of
African- Aneri cans and paving the way for future
civil rights advancenents; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month was
originally established as Negro History Wek in
1926 by Dr. Carter G Wodson, a historian and
educator commtted to ensuring that the
achi evenents and contri butions of
African- Aneri cans were acknow edged and
preserved; and

"WHEREAS, In 1976, the cel ebration
was expanded to a nont h-1ong observance,
recogni zed nationally each February to honor the
prof ound i npact of African-Americans on the
hi story, culture, and progress of the
United States, fromtheir contributions in
science, literature, politics, business, and the
arts to their pivotal role in the fight for
civil rights and social justice; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month seeks
to enphasi ze that Black history is American
hi story; and

"WHEREAS, The nonth of February
observes the rich and diverse heritage of our

great state and nation and encourages the
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cel ebration of Black Hi story Month to provide a
continuing opportunity for all people in the
United States to learn fromthe past, and
understand the factors that have shaped and
gui ded the course of our present-day experiences;
and

"WHEREAS, The achi evenents of
African- Areri cans have been instrunental in
shaping the nation's progress, and it is
essential to highlight sone key nonents,
acconpl i shnents, and historical firsts that have
left a lasting inpact on American history; and

"WHEREAS, Fromthe legal field to
public office, John S. Rock becane the first
African-Anerican admtted to the bar of the U S
Suprene Court in 1865, followed by Gscar J. Dunn
as the first African-Anerican |ieutenant governor
in Louisiana in 1868; Hi ram Revels made history
as the first African-Anerican U. S. Senator in
1870, and Charlotte E. Ray becane the first
African-Anmerican fenmale | awer in the
United States in 1872; in education, Booker T.
Washi ngt on founded Tuskegee Institute in 1881,
hel pi ng pave the way for future Bl ack schol ars;

in athletics, George Poage won an O ynpi c nedal
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in 1904, and Jesse Onens defied racial prejudices
with four gold nedals at the 1936 Berlin
A ynpics; in innovation, Bessie Col enan becane
the first African-Anmerican woman to earn a
pilot's license in 1921, Garrett Morgan invented
the nodern traffic signal and received a patent
in 1923; in the arts, Hattie MDani el became the
first African-Anmerican to win an Acadeny Award in
1940, while Gaendol yn Brooks becane the first
African-American witer to win a Pulitzer Prize
in 1950; and

"WHEREAS, Breaking barriers in civil
rights, law, and politics, Brown v. Board of
Education |l ed to desegregation in schools in
1954, and Ruby Bridges, at six years old, becane
the first African-Anerican child to integrate an
all-white el ementary school in the South in 1960;
Thur good Marshal |l becanme the first
African- Areri can Suprene Court Justice in 1967;
Shirley Chisholmwas the first African-Anerican
wonman el ected to Congress in 1968; Douglas W/ der
becanme the first African-American governor in
U.S. history in 1989; in science and space,
Qui on Bluford becane the first African-Anerican

astronaut in space in 1983, while Mae Jeni son
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followed as the first African-American wonman in
space in 1992; Toni Morrison nade literary
history as the first African-American wonan to
win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993; and

"WHEREAS, African-Americans have
al so nade great strides in |eadership, with
Carol Mosel ey Braun becomng the first
African-American woman to serve in the U S
Senate in 1995, Colin Powell serving as the first
African-Anerican U S. Secretary of State in 2001,
and Condol eezza Rice beconming the first
African-American woman in that role in 2005; and

"WHEREAS, The i npact of
African-Anmerican contributions to the noral
fabric and history of this great nation are
ever-growi ng and unprecedented; nore recently, on
January 20, 2009, Barack Oobanma becane the first
Bl ack President of the United States, earning his
wife, Mchelle OQhama, the sanme distinction in her
role as First Lady; and

"WHEREAS, More notabl e
African-Anerican trail blazers who serve as a
testament to the success, growh, and strength of
our nation are: Cheryl Boone |saacs, who becane

the first Black president of the Acadeny of
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Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in 2013;

Paul ette Brown, the first Black worman to becone
t he American Bar Association president in 2015;
Dr. Carla Hayden, the first Black Librarian of
Congress in 2016; Jennifer King, the first
full-time Black woman NFL coach, heading the
Washi ngt on Conmanders in 2020; Kanala Harris
became the first female and first Black and

Asi an Anerican Vice President of the

United States in January 2021; Lloyd J. Austin
has the unique distinction of being the first

Bl ack United States Secretary of Defense, sworn
in on January 22, 2021; Maya Angel ou, the first
Bl ack woman to appear on U. S. currency in 2022;
Ketanji Brown Jackson nade history in her
becom ng the first Black wonan to serve on the
United States Suprene Court on June 30, 2022;
Karine Jean-Pierre becane the first Black and
LGBTQ Wiite House press secretary in 2022; and
Si ka Henry, the first Black woman to be
recogni zed as a professional triathlete in the
United States, was inducted into the National

Bl ack Di stance Running Hall of Fane in 2022; and
all of whom enconpass the many nore powerfu

Bl ack i ndivi dual s who pushed through countl ess
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obstacles to earn the respect of their peers and
this great state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, Fred Perpal
was elected to serve as the 67th president of
the United States Gol f Association in 2023; also
in 2023, Kirsten Neuschwanger made history as the
first Black woman to graduate fromthe
U.S. Air Force Acadeny's pilot training;
Victor dover was selected as the first Bl ack
astronaut to orbit the nobon as part of NASA' s
Artem s Il mission in 2024; Sinone Biles becane
t he nost decorated American A ynpic gymast in
hi story on July, 30, 2024; and on February 2,
2025, Beyoncé becane the first Black woman to wn
a Gammy for Best Country Al bumw th ' Cowboy
Carter'; and

"WHEREAS, In recognition of the vast
contributions of African-Anmericans, a joyful
nmont h-1ong cel ebration is held across New York
State and across the United States, with many
comenorative events to honor and display the
cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
commends the African-American community for

preserving, for future generations, its
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centuries-old traditions that benefit us all and
add to the color and beauty of the tapestry which
is our American society; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mFebruary 2025
as Black Hi story Month in the State of New York;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
The Honor abl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State
of New York, and to the events conmmrenorating
Bl ack Hi story Month throughout New York State.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

| don't usually speak on Bl ack
Hi story Month resol uti ons because they' re usually
a recitation of what happened in the past --
which | know is inportant to the body. And
because we are a body that is diverse and
erudite, | have so many col | eagues who are abl e
to speak eloquently on the contributions of

African-Arericans to our country, to the world.
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And | generally step aside, having spoken on
King Day, and allow ny col |l eagues to express so
much of what renenbering Black History Month
nmeans to them

But because of where we are, because
of the tine that we're in, because of the nonents
that really require all of us to say sonething
about sonething, | needed to say sonething about
why we cel ebrate Black history. | needed to make
sure that in this chanber and in this state we do
not pretend that history is uninportant or easily
erased.

| stand here because of the
ancest ors whose shoul ders | stand upon. And when
we do our resolution, we talk about what happened
in the 1800s and what happened in the 1900s, and
it's easy for us to pretend that that was so |ong
ago and that the acconplishnents that we see
today, so nany firsts that we see today, are just
a normal and natural thing.

And | wanted staff to update the
resolution, and that's why we tal ked about
Beyoncé and Justice Ketanji Brown -- and oh, by
the way, this weekend two Bl ack quarterbacks w |l

neet at the Super Bow .
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But | don't want anybody to assune
that all of that was just an organic thing that
happened. | don't want anybody to pretend that
it was always about nerit and never about race.
Because too many people m ssed an opportunity to
achi eve the highest heights because the system
said that based on the color of their skin, they
coul d not possibly do any of those things.

They coul d not possibly be able to
wal k on the nmoon. They could not possibly be
able to quarterback. They could not possibly be
able to be wise enough to sit on the
Suprene Court bench. They could not possibly, in
the case of ny father, who served in a segregated
Arny, be capabl e of defending the country.

| understand that for a nonent they
t ook down the informati on about the
Tuskegee Airnen, the Black pilots who, because
Frankl in Roosevelt and his w fe El eanor said,
Let's take a chance, because we need defense,
al l oned these Black pilots to reach not only
great heights, but be so effective in what they
did. They allowed them as pilots, to pilot.

Because it was assuned that they

could not do it. It was assuned that
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Bl ack peopl e should be enslaved. And even though
the Gvil War was fought, the fact that the
Emanci pati on Procl amati on happened -- and we all
know the story of Juneteenth, so it took a couple
of years for people to actually know. Even then,
they were -- said, Ckay, you're free. Wth
not hi ng.  Not hi ng.

So when we read the scores of people
who, despite that, show up, stand up, sacrifice,
risk death, risk lynching, risk incarceration
risk -- no, not even risk, know that they wll
continue to be marginalized unless and unti l
peopl e who sit in places like this created
| egislation to say: ©h, by the way, you're no
| onger three-fifths of a person, you' re a whol e
per son.

Until those things happened, nothing
changed. And it happened because peopl e
outside -- Black, white, people of good
conscience -- decided that it was not okay to
denoni ze and margi nali ze and suppress an
oppr essed peopl e because of the color of their
ski n.

Sonme of these dates | was alive for.

| was alive when schools were desegregated. This
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is not sonething sonmeone -- that's why we fight
so hard to give resources to schools, because
peopl e depend on that. Wwy? So that they have
t he education so that they will not repeat the
sane m st akes.

And here we are pretending that
we're not | ooking at things that are being rolled
back as though sonmehow people are getting ahead
of fol ks because we cel ebrate history or we
cel ebrate our culture or we celebrate the fact
t hat we've achi eved sonet hi ng.

W' ve achi eved sonet hi ng because the
Anerican dreamis big enough to allow us to
achieve it. W' ve achi eved sonething because
peopl e's m nds were pure enough to know t hat you
can't continue to | eave peopl e behind and think
it's perfectly fine. Not when, as the rabb
said, we're supposed to be naking just |aws.

W can't pretend that if we rol
t hese | aws back, or if now sonmebody of col or,
some wonman, sonebody who's got a disability is
hired, it's DEl. No. |It's right to allow people
to do the best they can on behal f of each one of
us.

| stand here not because of DEl, but
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because | have an opportunity to serve this
chanber and this state. And | hope, as we watch
what's unfol ding, we renmenber that many of us
woul d not be sitting in our seats if not for the
fighting of people to allow the dreamto
enconpass us all.

Thank you so much, M. President.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President.

And |I'mnot sure |I'm happy to be
following the | eader on this particul ar day.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: But it's always a
pl easure to be in the conpany of our |eader, who
is, you know, history in the nmaking every single
day that she leads this great office. And so
t hank you very nuch for not just your intrepid
| eadershi p, but for continuing to be the
conscience of this state governnment here in
New Yor k.

We are here today again to cel ebrate
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Bl ack Hi story Month, a nonth that was created out
of Negro Hi story Wek, out of the zeitgeist, if
you will, of Carter G Wodson. Now, a |lot of
ti mes people don't renenber Carter G Wodson
because he was the second Brother to graduate
from Harvard University. Right? Everybody knows
WE.B. Du Bois, right, who was the first.
You know, Du Bois, creator of
sociology, right? H's study The Phil adel phi a
Negro was the first sociol ogical work ever
recorded. So he's literally the father of
soci ol ogy. One of the creators, at the
Ni agara Movenent, of the NAACP, what energed into
what we now know as the NAACP. But the first
African- Anrerican to be graduated with a Ph.D.
fromHarvard. Carter G Wodson was the second.
And Carter G Wodson was a teacher.
Right? Jabari, like -- you know, a teacher. And
i ke he wasn't -- he wasn't |ike the head of
teachers in this -- right? He had a Ph.D. from
Harvard back in the early 1900s, and he wasn't
i ke the head of teachers in the country. He
wasn't |ike even the head of Bl ack teachers
anywhere. He was just like -- literally like a

teacher. Right? Like Mss Mirphy was for ne in
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third grade at P.S. 193. Right? W're going to
have to fix our education systemas we go forward
with all our credentials.

But he was well-learned man. And in
t hat experience, he was determned in the 1920s
to say we need to know nore, that there needs to
be nore of a conversation about who we are as
African- Anericans. So he actually, through the
organi zation that he ran at that tinme, started
Negro Hi story Week, which was chosen to be the
second week of February for two reasons.

One, it was the sane week as the
bi rt hday of President Lincoln, right, who was
very rmuch adm red because of his stances on
endi ng slavery. And the second was the birthday
of Frederick Dougl ass, whose birthday is also the
second week of February. And it is those two
| um naries which Carter G Wodson t hought that
we ought to use as a foundation to build this
edifice to African-American history.

But even when you read his works --
nost notably, The M seducation of the Negro --
Carter G Wodson al ways knew that our history
was bigger than us | anding on the shores of

Virginia in 1619. Right? 1619, an inportant
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date because it was the time that the first ships

came from Africa with African peopl e enslaved on

t hem

But he knew that it started before
then. And what | like to refer to -- and I'm
going to use it again, because | like it so
much -- is that to understand that there is an

African in African-Anerican, that we didn't pop
up |li ke mushroons on the shore of Virginia in
1619. That in fact that the first people on this
pl anet were people of African descent.

And we know t hat ant hropol ogically.
Right? They call her Alice. | don't think that
was quite her name, but certainly the nane that
t he ant hropol ogi sts called her. | believe she
was Hono sapi en Ant hropopit hecus, right? Sorry,
Austral opi thecus. Right?

The inmportant thing to know about
this anthropologically is that the first
humans are found on the continent of Africa. But
nore inmportantly, the nodern humans, the first
remants of the nodern humans are found on the
African continent: Honb sapien sapien. R ght?

And so out of that history and the

ant hr opol ogi cal evi dence that we have, we get

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

506

Ayi Kwei Armah, who is a West African author who
wote a book called Two Thousand Seasons. And in
it he begins to tal k about the history of
African people, and he says that if you want to
under stand how | ong African people have been on
this planet, he said you would have to go to the
ocean. And as you started to wal k upon the sand,
you woul d have to count every grain of sand,
grain by grain. And when you finished counting
every grain of sand on the beach, you would only
begin to understand how many seasons
African peopl e have been on the earth.

He said you then have to walk to the
wat erline and you woul d have to start to count
t he ocean, drop by drop. And then when you add
t hat nunber to the nunber of grains of sand, you
only have a fraction of the nunber of seasons
that african peopl e have been wal ki ng the earth.
He said you would then have to | ook up to the sky
and see the sun and count every ray of sun, ray
by ray.

And even when you start to add that
up with the drops of water in the ocean and the
grai ns of sand on the beach, that you would then

only start to understand how | ong African people
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have been wal king on this earth.

They were the first to see the dawn,
the first to call the nanme of God, the first to
under stand mat hematics and science and politics
and soci ol ogy and anatony. And not because they
were better, but sinply they were first.

And t hese were the group of people
that were chosen to be enslaved in this place and
in this |and.

And so when you see this history,
it's inmportant to understand that history is a
record of culture and a devel opnent of culture.
And that's critical to understand because we're
in a nonent now in which people are trying to
erase both that culture and that history. \Were
there's an active attenpt to act |ike, you know,
peopl e of African descent have contri buted
nothing to this planet.

And let me say this. [If you think
that it's okay to allow that erasure to happen
you're next. You will be next.

We al so understand, M. President,
that history is the record of culture, but
culture is the product of history. Culture is a

dynam c thing that cones out of the history of
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particul ar groups of people. R ght? And the

hi story and the culture of African people in this
| and has been one of struggle -- simlarly, that
we find other groups that have cone here. Right?

And so in that way, there's this
uniting force about what nakes us America and
about what nakes us New York. [It's that we cone
out of a culture and a history of struggle. And
just like we survived those previous tinmes, we
will survive this tine, exactly because we have
this history and this culture to | ean on.

We had a culture that developed in a
hostil e place where we were denied our history,
our dignity, our freedom and our humanity. Not
just within the context of conmunities, but
within the context of even the law that told us
that we were -- that we were not even initially
3/ 4ths of a human, we were not citizens, that we
wer e not humans, peri od.

That in fact as | refer to
ant hropology, literally -- a lot of people don't
know this -- literally the discipline of
ant hropol ogy was built as a scientific
expl anation of the superiority of white peopl e,

and to deny Black humanity. They began with
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skulls -- cranial capacity tests. R ght? And we
shoul d | ook that up and delve into that. But
that's literally the foundati ons of anthropol ogy.
We devel oped a whol e course of study that was
really literally predicated on creating a
scientific justification on the enslavenent and

t he subjugation of African peopl e.

And this history and this society
told us every single day that we were not worthy
of humanity, respect or dignity. But
African peopl e fought back. And so when this
society told us that we were not entitled to
freedom Black history created Dennmark Vesey,
Gabriel Prosser, and Nat Turner. \Wen this
society told us that we were not snmart enough to
| earn how to read and wite, Black history gave
us Phillis Weatley, gave us David Wil ker's
Appeal . It gave us The North Star newspaper
created by Frederick Douglass. It gave us the
newspaper Negro Wbrld, created by Marcus Garvey,
and the Ansterdam News, by Bill Tatum

During the Revolutionary War and the
devel opnent of this country, they told us that we
couldn't fight, and Bl ack history gave us

Crispus Attucks. They even told us that we
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weren't good enough to practice Free Masonry,
and Bl ack history gave us Prince Hall.

They told us that we had nothing to
contribute to the society, that we couldn't even
take care of ourselves once we were free. And
Bl ack hi story gave us Booker T. Washington, who
created the Tuskegee Institute.

They told us that we coul dn't
organi ze oursel ves, that we couldn't produce our
own nation, that we had no history that we shoul d
pay attention to, and Bl ack history gave us
Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro | nprovenent
Associ ati on.

They told us that we didn't have the
capacity to go to war or to fight alongside of
white soldiers, and Bl ack history gave us the
Buf fal o Sol di ers and the Tuskegee Airnen.

They told us that Jim Crow was our
way of life and that we were always going to be
separate and unequal, and Bl ack history gave us
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, the
Sout hern Christian Leadershi p Conference, CORE
t he NAACP, the Deacons for Defense, the
Bl ack Panther Party, and the Student Nonvi ol ent

Coordi nating Comm ttee.
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They told us that we weren't snart
enough to go to space, and Bl ack history gave us
Mae Jem son

They told us that we coul dn't
performin the arts, and Bl ack history gave us
Hatti e McDani el and Leontyne Price.

They told us that we couldn't be
presi dent, and Bl ack history gave us
Shirley Chisholm Barack Cbama, and
Kamal a Harris.

They told us that we could not serve
on the highest court of the land, that we didn't
have the capacity to do that. And Bl ack history
gave us Thurgood Marshall and now Ketanji Brown.

They told us that we didn't have the
physical ability to keep up with whites in the
sphere of sports, and Bl ack history gave us
Jesse Onens.

They told us, even here in the great
State of New York, that we could not run the
government and did not understand what was
happening with finance, and so Bl ack history gave
us H Carl MCall.

They told us that the justice in the

great State of New York coul d never be run by
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anybody Bl ack, and Bl ack history gave us Tish
Janes.

They told us that if you were going
to have sonebody be the second in command of the
government, that it had to be sonebody white, but
Bl ack history told us different and gave us David
Pat er son and now Ant oni o Del gado.

They told us that how could a
| egi sl ature be run by African-Anericans, and
Bl ack history gave us Speaker Carl Heastie and
our em nent |eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

That in the devel opnent of our
hi story, at every step they told us we coul d not
do it. They told us that we had to eat scraps --
and what did we do? W created soul food. They
gave people the ends of the cow to eat, and what
did we do? Created oxtail.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: They told us that
our culture did not create enough viability to
understand arts, and what did we do? W created
t he steel pan, soca, reggae, jazz, R&B, soul,
rhyt hm and bl ues, sal sa, hip-hop and rap.

And so this has all becone part of

what we are, not just as New Yorkers but as
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Americans. And | stand here very proud of this
hi story, and understanding that this history is
still being nade every day -- not just by us, but
by our constituents all over this great state.
And that this history is inextricably |inked not
just to the history of our state but of our great
country, and inextricably linked to other groups.

And so we may have gotten here on
different ships, but we're all in the sane boat
now. And it's only by the understandi ng and the
respect of each other's histories and culture
that we're going to find a way forward.

| want us to remenber that
African- Anerican history is not just
African- Amrerican stories, but it is the story of
New York. It is the story of Anerica. And that
we nmust every single day in this chanber, and in
our comrunities, continue to bring good into the
world and | et no good be |ost.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.
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Movi ng words, to say the |east, by
our herstory-, history-nmaking Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins. Every time |I've heard you speak
on the floor it has been nagical, but there was
somet hi ng about today that struck a chord deep in
my soul .

So | wote a few things down, which
many of you know that |I'm not necessarily wont to
do, but I've sort of changed that because
Br ot her Sam Cooke said a change is gonna cone,
and the change canme to ne. So | thought about
this, and | spoke about this on the floor before,
but I wanted to frane it in historical context
for you.

On Novenber 8, 1837, a young wonan
by the nane of Sylvia Ri chardson Hol der was born
i n Johnson County, North Carolina. M
great-great grandnother -- great-great-great
grandnot her. She was theoretically born
three-fifths of a human being. She was born into
sl avery.

So when peopl e say, get over it,
it's equal, it's nmerit-based, | want you to
realize less than 200 years ago, nmy own

great-great-great grandnother was born into
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slavery. But as | was renminded one tine in the
t his chanber by Kevin Parker, she was not a
sl ave. That may have been the restrictions that
were placed on her by society, but she certainly
was not a slave. Because she fought. She
eventually was freed. And | would not be here
today if not for her.

So let's contextualize that when

they say "get over it," when they throw out
this -- you know, I'mgoing to use DEI in such a
different way. And | can tell you everybody in
here is some version of DElI -- duly elected
i ncunbent. Shout out to Brandon Scott, the nayor
of our Baltinore, Maryland: Wen they tried to
call hima DEIl mayor, that's what he told them
When they're trying to roll back
Bl ack Hi story Month in the mlitary and they're
sayi ng you can't have these special nonths
anynore, | remnd you, | want to rem nd you that
diversity is what makes our country actually
great. Contrary to the views of sone.
| love being Black. Like, it just
fills ny soul with joy. Gow ng up Black, |ike I
just -- 1 just -- | thank God every day. W
should all thank God for who we are, but | thank
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God that | was raised, that | was born Black in
America. Because it's taught ne what J. Cole
said in Love Yourz: "There's beauty in the
struggle, ugliness in the success.”

There's a beautiful struggle about
what happens. It feels better when you work for
something. You like it nore. You respect it
nore. You appreciate it nore when you work for
somet hing. And our fol ks have worked damm hard
over the years to nmake sure that we approach
equality.

Listen, M. President, when | say
"approach equality." Because | don't know what
gl asses people are wearing or the notion of this
post-racial society that happened when
Presi dent OCbana was el ected, but we ain't there
yet. And ny hope is that we can get there. M
hope is that my children are able to |ive out
Dr. King's dream

W're not there yet, when they're
cutting prograns and they say that it's to
i ncrease efficiency, but it's to reduce other
t hi ngs.

But, see, the story of being Bl ack

is what | told you about. |It's not all -- you
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know, the worryi ng about what they're not doing,
let's worry about what we are doing and what we
have done. The |eader nmentioned it. Two Bl ack
guarterbacks in the Super Bow for the second
time in history. There was a tine in history
that they said Black fol ks were inferior, that
you couldn't play quarterback. And if you played
hi gh school quarterback, they tried to convert
you into a receiver. And if they let you play
guarterback in college, they tried to convert you
to sonmething el se, because you didn't have the
mental capacity or aptitude to do that.

W were within a stone's throw of
having, for the first time, all four quarterbacks
in the division around -- being Bl ack
guarterbacks. They said that we couldn't do it,
but Sunday you'll watch themdo it.

There is a certain beauty in the
culture of hip-hop that I come from "Walk like
warriors, we were never told to run" is sonething
that Common said. |t encapsul ates the
Bl ack struggle. W have certain songs that we
have -- we "Lift Every Voice and Sing," the
unof ficial Black national anthem And the second

unofficial Black national anthem "Before | Let
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Go," by Frankie Beverly and Maze. Because if
you' ve ever been to a Black function, that's got
to be on.

But sonetinmes, |ike, grow ng up
Bl ack you live your life through |ike the
soul nusic on Sundays -- Hal Jackson, 107.5,
Sunday Classics -- growing up listening to our
fol ks, our voices, our struggle.

You can't be what you can't see.
And | grewup realizing it's a different world
where you conme from M favorite all-tine
tel evision show, "A Different Wrld," showed t hat
not only could Bl ack peopl e succeed, not only
could they go to college, that they did go to
col | ege.

And quite frankly, grow ng up,
t hought | was going to go to Hillman. It broke
my heart that Hllnman wasn't a real college.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: | thought | was
goi ng to pl edge Kappa Lambda Nu.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: It broke ny heart
to realize that that was not a real fraternity.

Did you know, M. President, that
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within the years of 1987 to 1994 --
coincidentally, around the years that "A
Different Wirld" was on -- that at HBCUs,
historically Black colleges and universities,
attendance rates and applications went up

25 percent?

You can't be what you can't see.
Peopl e saw that, you know what, if Dwayne Wayne
and Ron Johnson and Wiitley G lbert can do it,
dammit, | can too. That is the inportance of
bei ng able to have positive Black voi ces and
positive Black people on TV that you can see.

Again, | -- you couldn't tell ne
that | wasn't going to go to Hillman, man. But
it is adifferent world where we cone from
soneti nmes.

That different world is often
fraught with strife, fraught with struggle. But
it's the positivity. It's the nenes that are
shared on social nmedia about growi ng up Bl ack and
the things that you know that your mama sai d that
you can't do in your house, and the things that
you know what we couldn't do -- there's a shared
struggl e that we have.

As we lift, as we clinmb, we continue
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to live out the ideals of our ancestors. | live
out the ideals of my great-great-great
grandnot her every day. At least | hope | do.

But | want to |l eave you with a
couple of things, and I want to say this. | talk
about ny kids all the time: G ada, Carina, and
now Julian, the young king. You know, Nas in his
song "Utra Black" said, "W goin' ultra black
we don't fold or crack.”™ "I hope you be better
than I, life's precious."”

So I"'mgoing to give you Bl ack
history in Ato Z  Black fol ks have been
Amazi ngly Beneficial for the Collective, Dynamc
and Eager, Fantastic, Genuine and Honest.
Intelligent while being Jubilant, Kind and true
Leaders. Motivated through our struggle, Never
Nervous, Optimi stic and Powerful. Quick-wtted,
Rel i abl e and Sensational, Tal ented, Understanding
our Vibrancy and being Wl comng. Now, there is
no Xeroxing our Xeniality as we have Yet, as a
peopl e, to reach our Zenith.

That's Bl ack People fromA to Z, by
Jay-B. But you will never know what it's like to
be ne. That is the struggle of the Black man in

Anerica, the Black woman in Anerica, the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

521

Bl ack child in Anerica.

And | encourage us that we extend
the privileges and cordialities of this house,
not just in this house but to everyone's house --
to the residence that you live in, to the places
that you represent, please nmake sure that the
virtues of Black Hi story Month extend well beyond
February.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you for the resolution to

Madam Leader. |'ve been in the business for
30 years, |'ve seen a bunch of people cone and
go. |1've seen leaders, male, female, Black

white. She is the best, you know. She is the

best .

But | would go a step further, even
as |'mhaving trouble -- haven't worn this one in
400 years, so give ne a little time. |If there

were a program a DEl or whatever program that

was able to find | eaders with as nuch quality as
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Andrea Stewart-Cousins, not only would that be a
great program but that would be great for
America to bring such talent to the fore, not to
have it hidden somewhere or forgotten sonewhere.

The history nonth this year, of
course, is a bittersweet thing. Bittersweet.
Sweet because there are many victories that we
can speak of, but bitter because there are
efforts afoot at the federal governnment and ot her
places to muffle and silence this type of
history, to inmagine that we can take this away.

And | contend that you cannot have
American history without Black history. And in
that sense, you can't have Bl ack history wthout
American history. And attenpts to nuffle and
silence this are doing such great disservice to
the American people. It is hurting these
students, Black and white. It is hurting these
people. You' re not going to have a whole history
her e.

Let ne give you one snmall exanpl e of
it. Everybody | ooks and they've seen the picture
of Rosa Parks on the bus -- bold, brave, sitting
inthe front. Sitting there, bold. There's like

alittle bit of fear in her eyes, but steely
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determ nation. Look carefully, America. There's
a white guy sitting behind her, a New Yorker who
j ust happened to be on the bus at that tinme. He
stayed there to nake sure she wouldn't get hurt
and brutalized.

You can't separate Black history
fromwhite history or Anerican history. Your
attenpts to do so, for those who are, are doing
such danmage to your own children and to
generations of Anericans. There will be a day
when people conme to their senses and say, Ch, ny
God, we were trying to do such horrible things.

Every incident of American history
nmovi ng forward has had all of us involved. W
only say Bl ack history because we want to make
sure it is not forgotten. You can't separate
t hese things.

W live in a strange day. W live
in a day where it seens that the Cvil War is not
over, that we're still fighting this stupid
battle, a battle which -- to all Confederates,
news flash -- the Union won. Anybody who needs
to -- let ne be the first to tell you, the Union
won. You can crawl back under whatever hol e you

want to and believe whatever you wi sh -- but that
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battl e, we are not goi ng back

New York | ost nore than
50,000 troops in that battle, nost of themwhite.
We should say that we are not going to go back on
this battle. For those folk. Even if you don't
believe in it yourself, you should say, for these
folk, we're not going to go back

W are the Enpire State, we claim
W are the best that Anerica's got. (Sighing.)
That may be a scary thought. But under those
condi tions, we should commt ourselves and
recommt ourselves to the idea of the union
It's inperfect. Heck, who knows of it better
than I, how inperfect the union is.

But | also know that a bunch of
peopl e gave their lives to this union, to nake
sure that we would go on, whether we are in
Af ghani stan, Irag or wherever we find ourselves,
or Gettysburg or Antietam or wherever we find
our sel ves.

A bunch of people fought and said,
You know what, we're going to hold the |ine.
We're going to nake sure that this great American
experinment, as flawed as it is, does not perish.

Some of us took that oath. | remnd all of us of
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it. W said we would fight agai nst enem es,
foreign and domestic, that challenge the union
| encourage you to | ook to the papers again to

| ook to see what you said.

So we are the union -- the union,
yes, we are. Thank God. |If | was in the
Conf ederacy, | would have a different

conversation perhaps. W are here, we're in
New York, we're the Enpire State. Anmerican

history is Black history. Black history is

American history. This is a great place to begin

it. | encourage all of us to celebrate this
history. You nmade it. Let's accept it, let's
celebrate it, let's build on it.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to echo the sentinents of ny

col | eagues as we comrenorate Bl ack Hi story Mnth

| want to thank our Majority Leader, Andrea
Stewart-Cousins. As Senator Sanders said, she's

the best of us. W want to thank her for her
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conti nued | eader shi p.

Chronicling and giving voi ce,
resonance and significance to the i mense
pi oneering and worthy contributions of all
African- Aneri cans over the past four centuries is
not only necessary fromthe standpoint of
under st andi ng the past, but even nore critical
for inspiring the future.

Bl ack history is not confined to the
hi story books. Black history enconpasses the
virtues and values we bring to spaces like this.
Bl ack history infornms and ani mates our advocacy
and our activismtoday.

There are nmany, many
i nportant avenues advocacy and activism can take.
| want to explore one, econonic inclusion,
especially as it relates to mnority- and
worren- owned busi nesses. There's a consuner side
to thinking through shopping | ocally and how nany
times a dollar circulates in a nei ghborhood.
There's al so a governnent procurenment side. As
t he sayi ng goes, your budget reflects your
values. That is true for you as an i ndividual
and in your househol d.

Qur budget as a state also reflects
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our values. Wth the recently rel eased Executive
Budget our job as legislators is to ensure that
it is crafted in a way to ensure equity, access
and inclusion. The actions of the federal
government and the U S. Suprene Court to stifle
|l ong-termgains, to do away with DEl and
affirmative action, to end the cel ebration of

Bl ack H story Month in spaces that we have fought
hard to make gai ns, speaks to the sense of
urgency we should all have to pronote tol erance,
pri de and agency for all people.

When we build upon a | egacy of
uphol di ng human dignity, when we work towards
endi ng structural racism when we advance health
and econom c equity, and when we defend and
expand voting rights -- things that we have done
here in this legislative body -- we are building
on that vision and the values that Black History
Mont h represents. W, coll eagues, are pioneers,
creators, innovators and change agents, doing the
things that our constituents want to see us do to
i nprove this state.

Suprene Court Justice Louis Brandeis
famously observed: The nost inportant political

office is that of the private citizen. | proudly

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

528

represent Queens County, hone to trail blazing
figures who have shaped history across
journalism nmusic and culture. W celebrate the
| egacy of Gaen Ifill, a groundbreaking
journalist, television and news anchor. In 1999,
she made history as the first African-Anmerican
wonman to host a nationally televised U S. public
affairs program Washi ngton Wek in Revi ew

Queens is hone to many jazz | egends,
from James Brown, who made a hone there, nany
other folk that nmade a hone there. Satchnp was
there and still has a house in El mhurst, which
would invite you to go see.

It's home also to nusical icons like
Nas, Nas Jones, a Gammy Award w nner, rapper,
songwiter, record producer and actor, who | ast
year we wel coned himto this chanber to cel ebrate
the 30th anniversary of his debut albumIllInmatic,
a project that remains one of the nost
influential in hip-hop history.

Queens continues to produce | eaders,
i nnovators and cultural icons who inspire
generations. Their contributions rem nd us of
t he | egacy of our borough and the inportance of

uplifting those who paved the way for the future.
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We al so have everyday heroes,
including the first African-Anerican Speaker of
the New York Gty Council, Adrienne Adans,
strai ght out of South Jamai ca, Queens.

These are the voices of our new
generation who stand on the shoul ders of early
Queens | eaders |like Roy WIkins, Guy Brewer, and
nmy predecessor in the Cty Council,

Archi e Spi gner.

We have to renenber, though, that
our history needs to be maintained and that our
dignity and respect to others need to be
mai nt ai ned al so.

And | bring that up to say that the
tragedy that happened to Robert Brooks in
Marcy Correctional Facility should not be
anyt hing that our state should do anything but
push to make sure those people that violently
attacked and nmurdered himwhile he was in the
custody of the state -- shown by the disturbing
footage rel eased by the Attorney Ceneral that
reveals the horrific circunstances in which he
lost his life.

This is a stark rem nder of the

deep-rooted issues of brutality and raci al
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injustice that still persist in our country. W
nmust be clear: No human should ever be treated
in such a dehumani zi ng manner. The justice
system nust operate with fairness and
transparency, ensuring that this case is

i nvestigated and that these people be put in
jail.

We cannot continue to allow our
prison systemto be a place where viol ence and
disregard for |life are tolerated. And we want to
gi ve our deepest condol ences to the famly.

We al so need to make sure that our
voice is critical to the kind of politics that we
need to have -- the politics of public policy,
the politics of making sure that our governnent
pursues justice, that the kind of comrunities
that we all live in come through these chall enges
and come out stronger and better.

We need to nmeke sure that we do nore
to ensure that our budget reflects our val ues,

t hat our budget reflects fairness and equity

t hroughout this state, that we create
opportunities for people in this budget that we
bring to our folk that are in need, that we

protect folk that are in trouble.
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And especially nowwith ICE going to
hones all over this state, we need to make sure
that we're doing things to help those that are
nost in danger.

If we don't do that, we're not

fulfilling our commtnent as legislators, we're

not fulfilling our commtnent as New Yorkers, and

we're not fulfilling our commtnent as Anericans.
Again, M. President, | want to

t hank Andrea Stewart-Cousins for bringing this
resolution every year. This year it's nore

i nportant than ever that we tal k about our

Bl ack history, that we tal k about how, as
Senat or Sanders said, this is one history.

Bl ack, white, we're all in this together. As
Senat or Parker said, we're in the same boat now.
W can't it parse it out for any other specific
reasons. W have to understand that the only way
me nove forward in a positive way is to nove
forward together.

If we allow people to separate us
and parse us out into great stories that are not
true, we're going to fall apart. But | know that
in this body we're better than that. W can rise

above the partisanship that other people are
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trying to do, and focus on making sure that this
state rises above anything that's not for real.
Anyt hing that can be easily di ssem nated, we can
over cone.

And | hope that we all renenber our
charge, which is to make sure that our
comunities are better than we left them

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Conrtie.

Senat or Baskin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today with urgency, pride and

gratitude as ny colleagues and I in the New York
State Legislature celebrate Black Hi story Month.

M. President, nmy urgency reflects
the frantic efforts -- not new, but ever so
present -- of those occupying the Wiite House to
reverse initiatives designed to uplift Bl ack
peopl e after centuries of oppression.

My pride reflects the joys, the
gifts and the sovereignty bestowed upon ne by ny
ancestors. | ama Black American of African

descent and proud of it.
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And ny gratitude, ny gratitude, dear
col | eagues, is rooted in assurance that | am
el ected to a governing body in this country whose
menbers have not conforned to the vile and overt
efforts to erase the nmonunental contributions of
Bl ack Anericans, or to obscure the unfiltered
truth of the system c and vicious targeting of
Bl ack Anericans since our nation's birth,

It is ny belief that governing
bodi es who still hold true to basic humanity nust
revere Black H story Month now nore than ever.
Because we all know that there are governing
bodies in this country that at this very nonment
are gutting policies designed to increase
inclusivity for marginalized conmunities,

i ncl udi ng Bl ack Ameri cans.

These governnent | eaders support
billion-dollar corporations and disnmantling
practices that help Bl ack people rise above
oppressive history in our country. Because we
all know there are governing bodies in this
country who have voted to overturn policies ainmed
at creating equity in college adm ssions,
policies that sought to address historical

realities that Bl ack Aneri cans have never had
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equal opportunities to education.

W know that there are courts in
this country rejecting the John Lewis Voting
Ri ghts Act. Because we all know that there are
governing bodies in this country who have voted
to ban books and educational materials that teach
Bl ack history to children.

Because each and every one of us
know of the harnful governnmental policies of
yesteryear in the very city that | represent:

Buf fal o, New York. Redlining, for instance, a

di scrimnatory practice of denying or limting
financi al services to certain nei ghborhoods based
on race, was intentionally designed in Buffalo to
create Bl ack nei ghborhoods entrenched with

poor housi ng stock, which is why so many

Bl ack children in Buffalo suffer from

| ead poi soni ng.

Envi ronnent al hazards have pl agued
t hese nei ghbor hoods, which is why so many
Bl ack communities in Buffalo are | abel ed a cancer
cluster. And food deserts persist, |eaving
Bl ack communities wi thout access to healthy and
af fordabl e food. Wich is why the tragedy

unfolded in nmy cormunity where a grocery store in
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a Bl ack nei ghborhood was targeted by a barbaric
white nationalist who drove hours sinply to
nmurder 10 Bl ack residents, and seriously wounded
three, just because they were Bl ack.

There are governnment bodies in this
country that are doing everything right nowin
their power to erase Black history and, by
extensi on, erase Bl ack people.

So agai n, colleagues, today | rise
with gratitude, gratitude to the New York State
Legi slature for your continued support of this
great tradition. My we, as New Yorkers, be
brave enough and remain brave enough to cel ebrate
Bl ack history today, celebrate Black history six
nmont hs from now, celebrate Black history four
years from now, celebrate Black history always,
and, M. President, celebrate Black history
forever.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to again echo nmy conplete
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gratitude to all ny coll eagues who have spoken
today. O course, the Senate Majority Leader --
no surprise -- always sets the bar very, very
high. And we need | eadership like hers not just
t oday, but every day as we as |egislators, but
first of all as public servants, navigate this
treacherous tinme. That we know t he power and the
significance of policy, good public policy that
can build and not destroy.

| wanted to share a poem by one of
our ancestors, who becane an ancestor |ast year,
a great |eader and poet, also a soror of mne,
and that is N kki Govanni. And in this
particul ar poem she tal ks about the inportance of
Bl ack Hi story Month and what it means to
everyone. And she says:

"If Black Hi story Month is not

vi abl e then wi nd does not

carry the seeds and drop them

on fertile ground

rain does not

danpen the | and

and encourage the seeds

to root

sun does not

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

537

warm the earth

and ki ss the seedlings

and tell them plain:

You're As Good As Anybody El se

And You've Got A Place Here, Too."

And so when | think about ny own
trajectory of being here and that we all stand on
t he shoul ders of our ancestors, whether it's
within our owmn famlies, | think about ny parents
and grandparents and great-grandparent, those
fol ks who made countl ess sacrifices for us all to
be here in this chanber, that it is inportant
that we call their nanes but, nore inportantly,
we honor their |egacies by the work that we do.
As | often say, the good work.

Bl ack Hi story Month is an
opportunity to not only remenber contributions of
Bl ack | eaders here in Anerica, but it is a cal
to action. It is a rem nder of our shared
humanity, that the work we nust do not only as
public servants but as good human bei ngs, that
when we take the tinme to honor and |ift up the
contributions of Black Americans, of all of the
ways in which diversity is our strength, it is us

centering our shared humanity. It allows us to
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not only coexist, but to thrive.

| think about not only the
sacrifices that our ancestors have made in their
wi |l lingness, even in the sight of adversity, and
no way of knowing if they would be successful,
but yet they still stood up and encouraged ot hers
to do the sane, to push us towards our shared
humani ty.

For this nmonment, in this time, |
encourage all of us in this chanmber to not only
acknowl edge and support this resolution by voting
aye, but | encourage all of us to not only think
about but nore proactively think about the |egacy
we are leaving for not only our comunities, our
children, and those comng after us, to reflect
on this monment in tine and ask ourselves, how are
we as not only legislators, as public servants,
as good human beings, working to ensure that the
| egacy of our shared humanity lives on in the
good deeds that we do? Because we all benefit
fromit.

Again, | want to thank our
Majority Leader, the Governor, and of course,

M. President, | proudly vote aye in favor of

this resolution. And | hope that as a body that
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we make a collective stand and say that the
erasure of Black culture in any shape, formor
fashion is not an option. That education we know
is the key to our shared success and progress --
not only as New Yorkers, not only as Anericans,
but as hunman bei ngs.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

And | rise also to thank the
Majority Leader and ny col |l eagues for their
passi onate teachi ng about Bl ack Hi story Mnth
today and every day, honestly.

It was Menorial Day 1921 when a
altercation in Tulsa, Cklahoma, turned into a
riot and a nmassacre that |eft an untold nunber of
peopl e dead and destroyed what was known as
Black Wall Street, the nost weal thy Bl ack
comunity in the country. Ten thousand people
wer e di splaced, and that all the wealth of that
community was effectively destroyed.

It was not until 2001, 80 years
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|ater, that the official report of that nassacre
was published. And a year later, it was -- it
began to be included in the curriculum for
school children in the state of Okl ahoma.

As we've heard today, the telling of
Bl ack history -- Black history itself has been a
hi story of struggle, but even the telling of
Bl ack history has been a constant struggle just
to get the word out there. And what has happened
in the last couple of years in klahoma, the
state legislature passed a | aw that has caused
nost teachers to take the telling about that
massacre out of their own curricul um because the
state legislature is concerned that white
children are not able to cope with the idea of
raci smas sonething -- that it's too painful
it's too shanmeful, that they shouldn't have to
deal with that concept.

I"'mfamliar with this problem
because ny grandparents col | aborated back in 1965
on a textbook that attenpted to broaden the
teaching of American history in the eighth grade.
And they received death threats once that
t ext book was adopted in the California schools.

People started pulling their kids out of
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ei ght h-grade history cl asses because they didn't
want themto | earn about Harriet Tubman and
Frederi ck Douglass and Martin Luther King, Jr.

And it is deeply saddening to ne
that 60 years later, we are in the sane
situation, where the telling of Black history is
sonmet hing that is being expunged from our
school s, from our government buildings, fromthe
record. And that we have a president who
decided, in the mdst of a terrible tragedy, to
give a press conference where he, with zero
basi s, blamed DElI for the tragedy instead of
commtting to take responsibility for finding out
what really happened and making sure it didn't
happen agai n.

|"m proud that here in New York we
take Bl ack history and Bl ack Hi story Mnth
seriously, and I'mdeeply grateful to ny
col | eagues for teaching nme about Bl ack history
every day.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
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much, M. President.

| want to thank our Majority Leader
for bringing this resolution forward. | want to
t hank her for her remarkable remarks on the
floor.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
speaki ng your truth and telling your stories.

| rise today because | have
constituents who want to know that | have their
back and that we in this chanber have their back
as their stories are dimnished, their history
and their truth is under threat, as has been told
by ny col | eague about the di m ni shnment of
Black Hi story Month in the U S mlitary, threats
to textbooks, threats to public school funding,
and the end of efforts to encourage diversity,
both in governnent, in our academ a, in the
wor kpl ace.

This is deeply troubling to many of
my constituents because it dimnishes people. It
says that you do not -- you are not worthy to
have a seat at the table. And that is just
unfair, and it's unjust. And it flies in the
face of the institutional barriers that are there

in so many areas, in terns of the private sector
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and in terns of education, in ternms of housing,
in terns of healthcare, in ternms of crimna
justice. The data is still there to indicate
that there are systemc barriers there.

| thank ny coll eague fromBuffalo
for tal king about redlining. You |Iook at the
Regi onal Pl an Associ ation data, New York City
suburbs are the nost segregated suburbs in the
country. Long Island, the Lower Hudson Vall ey,
where | live, the nost segregated suburbs in the
country. And that is because of the |egacy of
housi ng policy that you described, the redlining
and ot her housing policies that prohibited fol ks
of color from having access to zip codes of
opportunity.

And it's not |long ago that -- when
we canme into this body in 2019 and we began
wor ki ng on fully fundi ng Foundation Al d for our
schools, we saw that primarily Black and brown
schools in districts |ike mne, Peekskill and
Gssining, were at half the funding they should
have been, whil e neighboring conmmunities with
hi gh property wealth were getting twi ce the
Foundation Aid. And that is another inequity for

t hose students.
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And so it's inportant that that
struggl e that educates us about the need to
rectify these barriers in this chanber, those
stories need to be told that nany of ny
col | eagues told today of their own famlies and
of the history.

And so, you know, when a president
puts pressure and signs executive orders that we
want to erase this history, we have to stand with
our constituents and say, No, your history
matters, your story matters, your truth matters,
and your struggle matters.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senat or Conzal ez on the resol ution.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you to the | eader for
bringing forward this Black Hi story Mnth
resolution. Thank you for setting the tone for
New York State.

Wil e the federal governnent is busy
banni ng the cel ebration and study of

Bl ack history and so much nore, here in the State
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Legi sl ature we know better. W know that Bl ack

history is our history. W know that we are who
we are because of the contributions Bl ack

Anmeri cans and Bl ack New Yorkers have made in our
state and in our country.

And we know that the erasure of
Bl ack history |eaves us not only ignorant of the
past but |ess able to imgine a better future for
al |l New Yorkers.

| " ve experienced this inpact in ny
own life. | would not be here as the youngest
worman ever elected to the New York State Senate
if it was not for Black history.

As many of you know, | studied race
and ethnicity studies, in addition to political
sci ence, at Colunbia University. The Center for
the Study of Ethnicity and Race, CSER, was
created in response to a student strike in 1996
when a coalition of Black and brown student
| eaders, inspired by the Black Panthers and the
Young Lords, waged a nonth-long canpaign to
demand an et hnic studi es departnent.

Because of this organizing and
because of this major, | learned a | ot about the

hi story of colonization and the history of the
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civil rights novenent.

It was Bl ack wonen | eaders |ike
Shirley Chisholmwho inspired nme to enter
politics, who taught me that we do not have to
accept the world as it is, but we have the
ability to fight for better. It was Black queer
fem ni st authors |ike Audre Lourde and bell hooks
who taught ne that using nmy voice for good was an
act of resistance.

Bl ack history gave ne the tools to
understand capitalismand the tools to organize
in nmy own community. It's what led ne on ny path
to politics. And if it wasn't for another
Bl ack | eader, President Obama, | woul dn't have
gotten my start in politics.

As a denocratic socialist, I'malso
inspired by Black | eaders |Iike MK, who said
“"Call it denocracy or call it denocratic
socialism but there nmust be a better
di stribution of wealth for all of God's
children,” and rem nded us that class struggle
and the struggle for racial justice are one and
t he sane, and that we nust acknow edge our
col l ective responsibility to each other and to

our conmmunities.
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In a nonment when oligarchs are
buil ding wealth off the backs of the nost
vul nerable in our state, we nust not only
cel ebrate Black history, but we nust use this
knowl edge and tools of past novenents conbat
hat r ed.

As John Lewis said: "W cannot |ose
ourselves in a sea of despair. W nust speak up
speak out and get in the way." As we cel ebrate
Bl ack history in this nonent, let us celebrate
this tradition of resistance and speak up and
speak out for equal rights and justice for all
New Yor kers.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Brisport on the resolution.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you to the | eader for
introducing this resolution, to all ny coll eagues
for speaking on it and supporting it today. And
| especially want to thank all of ny Bl ack
col | eagues. Today we are saying it loud: W are

Bl ack, and we are proud -- despite the efforts in
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D.C. to erase our history and try to erase us
from Ameri ca

| would be remiss if | did not also
bring up another group that the current federal
adm nistration is trying to erase. On the
canpaign trail, President Trunp said, "W pledge
to you that we will root out the comrunists,
Mar xi sts, fascists and the radical |eft thugs
that live like vermin within the confines of our
country."

And I'd Iike to say that
dehumani zation is straight out of the playbook of
Htler's Third Reich, and | reject that type of
| anguage.

And as a proud Black socialist, I'm
happy to stand on the shoul ders of incredible nen
like Martin Luther King, Jr., who also said "The
problemis that we all too often have socialism
for the rich and rugged free-enterprise
capitalismfor the poor. That's the problem"”

And in our current noment, with the
appoi nt mrent of co-president El on Misk,
oligarchy's grip on the Wiite House has been
turbocharged. And the attenpts to erase Bl ack

peopl e and Bl ack History Month are part of
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a w der and broader assault on worKking-cl ass
peopl e.

Cuts to Medicaid funding will harm
Bl ack peopl e and worki ng-cl ass people. Qutting
envi ronnmental regulations will harm Bl ack people
and wor ki ng-class people. Tariffs will raise
prices and worsen the cost of living for
Bl ack peopl e and wor ki ng-cl ass peopl e.

But despite those chaotic proposal s
at the federal level, I'minspired by another man
whose shoul ders | stand on, Fred Hanpton, of the
Bl ack Panther Party. He said, "W don't think
you fight fire with fire best. W think you
fight fire with water best. W're going to fight
racismnot with racism but we're going to fight
it with solidarity. W say we're not going to
fight capitalismw th Black capitalism but we're
going to fight it with socialism™

So I'"m |l ooking forward to using our
budget process here in the State of New York to
fight against the chaos of Washington, D.C , by
fighting for universal healthcare, universa
chil dcare, social housing, free and fast transit
for Black New Yorkers and all New Yorkers.

Happy Bl ack Hi story Mnth
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Cleare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to first thank our | eader,
Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
resol ution.

And | didn't think I would be saying
anyt hi ng today, but her words were so noving.

And you all know the district | represent. So
proud of the Black history in that district, and
| felt that | needed to say sonet hing.

The first Black man in the
Legi slature, the New York State Legislature, was
one of 11 children born into slavery. GCot
hi sself elected fromHarlemin 1917, into the
State Assenbly.

The first Black woman to get el ected
in the State Senate, Constance Baker Mtley, from
Harlem | have to say that | have wat ched her
life long before | even thought | would be a
Senator. This is the person who wote the |egal
brief for Brown v. Board of Education, which

opened the doors for so many, all of us, to be
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educat ed, Bl ack and ot herw se.

And there's a quote of hers that
just struck me today. When asked about her
achi evenents, which were nmany, far beyond the New
York State Senate, she said: "I rejected the
notion that ny race or sex would bar ny success
inlife."

That's such an inportant quote. And
that is the very epitome of why we have to
preserve Bl ack history. Black children
Bl ack boys, Black girls, Latina girls, boys, need
to know that for thenselves. They need to see
soneone who overcane sone of the nost difficult
ci rcumst ances.

Qur Black history is not just about
the pain that sonme people say we're putting on
others. It's about the victories. |It's about
the overconming. |It's about the surviving. And
it's about hope.

So when you hear the discouraging
and hurtful remarks and actions of some, just
know t hat you can overcone those things, and
t hose words don't make you. Those circunstances
don't define you.

| proudly represent a district that
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includes Harlem where the historic March on
Washi ngton was planned on West 130th Street by
A. Philip Randol ph and Bayard Rusti n.

| wal k through history every single
day. Just this past weekend | was able to
celebrate the |ife of Langston Hughes, one of the
greatest, greatest witers in our history.
Through him and through nmany others, is where
our young peopl e see hope. They see thensel ves.
They see how they can achieve. They see how t hey
can contri bute.

And it is crimnal for anyone to
deny anyone's history. You have to know who you
are. You have to know what happened. W have to
know the things that occurred in history so that
we don't repeat them

So today |'mreally proud to stand
here with this body cel ebrating Black History
Month, all of us celebrating Black history. And
as ny colleague said earlier, Black history is
American history. It is inportant to us and al
of our children to know what happened, to know
the role that we all played in it.

And as was said earlier, let the

hi story books reflect what we did in this nonment.
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When this was said by our so-called | eader, what
did we do? Because the history will go on. The
books will be witten.

| proudly vote aye on this
resolution today. And | align nyself with the
remar ks of ny col |l eagues and once agai n thank our
| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and our Covernor
for maki ng sure that we recogni ze and cel ebrate
Bl ack history.

Happy Bl ack History Month to all

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And thank you to Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins for bringing this resolution to
the floor. And to all ny amazing col |l eagues,
heari ng your testinony today is incredibly
powerful. It helped nme, inspired ne to jot down
my own words, not anything prepared.

Staten |Island and Sout hern Brooklyn
are home to countless Bl ack | egends, |eaders,

artists, and so nuch nore. Just |ast year we
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honored Kanora Freel and on the floor of the
Senat e, the youngest Black fenmale pilot in the
entire country, who is now proudly at

Spel man University.

Staten Island is the birthplace of
the Wi-Tang Clan. | know we don't get the
reputation for being the hone of hip-hop --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: -- but
you have to give us that. They revolutionized
hi p- hop by conbi ning poetic lyrics, martial arts,
and phil osophy, conpletely changing the dynamc
as we know it.

My district is home to powerful
| eaders, including Hakeem Jeffries, who is the
first African-Anerican Congressman from
Sout hern Brookl yn and the first African-American
el ected official to represent either party in the
United States Congress.

My district is home to the
Bl ack Angels, who were a dedi cated group of
African-American nurses from Staten |sland who
pl ayed a crucial role in curing TB patients in
Sea View Hospital. Their role changed the course

of nedical care and hel ped with integration.
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New York State will always honor
Bl ack history. And nore inportantly, we mnust
never, ever forget the history that they have
provi ded.

| proudly vote aye on this
resolution. And | want my constituents to know
that the contributions of our Black community are
celebrated this nmonth and all the tinme, but |
will work with all of ny coll eagues to nake sure
that that history is preserved every day of the
year.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Wel |, thank you,
M. President and ny col | eagues, all of you who
have spoken to this Black history |esson for
about two hours. So whether you wanted to or
not, we all had a | esson of Black history told by
Bl ack peopl e.

And so as soneone that is an
African-Anmerican -- and | grew up with
James Brown: Say it loud, I'mBlack and |'m

proud! That's what it's about. And so when
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James Brown said that going back then, so many
Bl ack people were saying: "Say it loud, |I'm
Black and I'm proud!™ And that's good, because
we are proud of who we are. And we struggle
every single day |like everybody else in order to
try to, you know, live the Iife of healthiness
and, you know, raising our children and getting a
good educati on.

Sonmeone nentioned about the
Foundation Aid. Well, many of you know | was the
lead plaintiff in that lawsuit. | wal ked
150 mles twice in order to prove a point, that
everyone is entitled to a sound, basic education.
It doesn't matter who you are, whether you're
Bl ack or white or Hispanic, Asian, whether you're
rich or you' re poor, everyone deserves a good
education. And that's what we fight for today.

And so we had a |l esson today. And |
t hank Andrea Stewart-Cousins, our Majority
Leader -- as was said earlier, the first
African-Anmerican to |ead this Senate chanber, and
a woran too.

So there's | essons to be | earned
every single day. Al we have to do is open up

our eyes, see it, hear it, and speak it.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

557

God bl ess you all. Asal anu Al ai kum
to everyone. And say it loud, I'mBlack and |'m
pr oud!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Jackson.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you again to all ny coll eagues
who spoke so powerfully today on that resol ution.

Let us nove on to previously adopted
Resol uti on 255, by Senator Wber, read that
resolution's title and recogni ze Senat or \Wber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on 255, by

Senat or Weber, commendi ng Brandon G utteneyer
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upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Weber .

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,

M. President.

It's my honor to rise to acknow edge
an extraordi nary young nan who joins us here in
the gallery today, acconpanied by his parents and
grandparents, grandnother. | want to thank you
al so for your patience; it's been a very |ong
session so far.

But Brandon Grutteneyer lives in
Congers, New York, in Rockland County. He is
currently a sophonore at Siena Coll ege and wor ks
a sumer job as a sailing coach at the Lake
CGeorge Cub

Thr oughout his chil dhood he spent
nearly every spring and fall weekend, and al nost
every sumrer day in between, sailing with his
famly in Lake George.

On Thursday, August 1st of | ast
year, around 12:30 a.m, Brandon was sound asl eep

after a long day at work at the Lake George C ub
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He awoke to the screans of his coworker, who
barged into his room hysterical and pleading for
help. In a daze, Brandon grabbed a flashli ght
and ran into the darkness towards the water.

When Brandon got to the | ake, he shined his
flashlight across the water and spotted a
lifeless body 10 to 12 feet down.

A cowor ker nanmed Janes, who was
wor ki ng the night shift, decided to take a dip
and cool off with friends. Janes, who stood at
six-foot-five, and over 250 pounds, was not a
strong swimrer. \When he began to struggle, his
friends nade several attenpts to get himto
safety, all for naught.

Wen these attenpts failed, they ran
for help to get Brandon, who was only six foot
and 140 pounds, and he dove right in and was abl e
to get the nmuch | arger, now waterl ogged coworker
to the deck.

Janes had turned blue and had no
pul se. It was believed he had spent about
six mnutes at the bottomof the |ake. Brandon
and his friend Eric took turns perform ng CPR and
doi ng chest conpressions. After about

two m nutes, they got himto cough up the water,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

560

but he renmi ned unconscious. Janmes was barely
al i ve when paranedi cs rushed hi maway, but he was
still alive.

He spent over a week in a coma, and
his prognosis was grim but he did wake up. He
stunned doctors a nonth |ater when he was taken
off a heart-lung machine. Still, a full recovery
was thought to be unlikely. But that's exactly
what happened.

The decision to transfer Janes to
Al bany Medi cal Center, right here, and get himon
the state-of-the-art equi pnent, was a factor in
his recovery. But if it were not for the heroic
actions of Eric VanAuken and Brandon G utteneyer,
James woul d not have survived.

The Liberty Medal is a synbol of
courage given to a few New Yorkers who
denonstrate acts of -- heroic or humanitarian
acts for others, and it is the highest honor
given to an individual by the New York State
Senat e.

Brandon's quick thinking in the face
of crisis not only denonstrates his
resour ceful ness, but also his courage during

those critical nonents on the docks. Hi s bravery
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and perseverance serve as a strong representation
of how we should all strive to act.

|"mproud to call hima constituent,
and it is with great honor that | present the
New York State Senate resol ution and
Li berty Medal to Brandon G utteneyer

And M. Speaker, please extend
Brandon and his famly with all of the courtesies
of this great body. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wber.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on January 28t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The resol utions
we took up today are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the

resol utions, please notify the desk.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 43,
Assenbly Bill 926, by Assenbl ynenber MDonal d, an
act to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 45,
Assenbly Bill 425, by Assenbl ynmenber Qtis, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 45, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 46,
Assenbly Bill 924, by Assenbl ymenber Paulin, an
act to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 50,

Assenbly Bill 1476, by Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an

act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. Thi
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

t he

S

t he

ACTI NG PRESI|I DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 50, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 59,

Assenbly Bill 920, by Assenbl ynenber Lavi ne,

act to anmend the Penal Law.

an
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 64,
Assenbly Bill 2058, by Assenbl ynenber Cunni ngham
an act to amend the Veterans' Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 65,
Assenbly Bill 2435, by Assenbl ymenber Cruz, an
act to amend the Veterans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 65, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 70,
Assenbly Bill 1099, by Assenbl ymenber MDonal d,

an act to amend the El der Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a Chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 73,
Senate Print 799, by Senator Mayer, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 73, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker, Ott, Rhoads,
Scarcel | a- Spant on, Tedi sco, Wil czyk, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 74,
Assenbly Bill 1016, by Assenbl ymenber MDonal d,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 76,
Assenbly Bill 1025, by Assenbl ynmenber Sol ages, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 82,
Assenbly Bill 2432, by Assenbl ymenber Bronson, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 82, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Chan, Gllivan, Hel m ng,
Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and Wei k.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 83,
Assenbly Bill 1026, by Assenbl ynmenber Sol ages, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 86,
Assenbly Bill 421, by Assenbl ynenber Anderson, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 86, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Chan,

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, February 10th, at
3:00 p.m, with the intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 10th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 2:20 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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