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January 13, 2025
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SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
January 10, 2025, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, January 9,
2025, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

On behalf of Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins, | hand up the follow ng
commttee assignnents of the Majority Conference
and ask that it be filed with the Journal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
handup is received and shall be filed in the
Jour nal .

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, in consultation
with Senator Ortt, | hand up the follow ng
commttee and conference assignnments of the
M nority Conference and ask that that al so be
filed in the Journal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
handup is received and shall be filed in the
Jour nal .

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

64

Senat or Sal azar for an introduction.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sal azar for the purposes of an introduction.
SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
M. President.
The A24 film Sing Sing, starring
Col man Domingo, tells a story of the real life

program Rehabilitation through the Arts, or RTA,

a New York-based organi zati on whose mssion is to

hel p people in prison develop critical life
skills through theater and the arts, nodeling an
approach to the crimnal |egal system based on
human dignity rather than on puni shnent.

RTA denonstrates that an approach
that centers human dignity and rehabilitation is
nore effective in our society than one based on
retribution. Wile the national average
recidivismrate is far too high in this country
at 60 percent of individuals returning to prison
after incarceration, the recidivismrate anong
RTA nenbers is |l ess than 3 percent, a snall
fraction of that, denonstrating the remarkable
positive inpact of the RTA program

The filmhighlights the

transformative inpact of educational and artistic
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prograns as tools for change inside jails and
prisons, a thene that aligns with the nuch-needed
expansi on of programs |like RTA in New York's
prisons.

| would be remss if | didn't take
this nmoment to bring attention to the recent
brutal |ynching by corrections staff of a man
naned Robert Brooks, a man who was killed while
incarcerated at Marcy Correctional Facility. |
bring this up now because acknow edgi ng t he
i mpact of this film Sing Sing, is an opportunity
to highlight our conmtnment to taking bold steps
together to end the existing culture of violence
and inpunity in our state prisons and to enact
ef fective neasures to bring accountability and
justice for the |ongstanding pattern of
vi ol ations of human rights of those incarcerated
i n New York.

RTA' s approach and success are
evi dence that the system does not have to be this
way. The Sing Sing filmdenonstrates that a
better approach to crimnal justice is possible.
The filmtakes place and was filned in part at
Sing Sing Correctional Facility, and nost of the

films cast is conposed of fornerly incarcerated
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actors, including those who were nmenbers of the
RTA program during the time in which they were
i ncarcerated at Sing Sing.

Present today with us in the gallery
are the interimexecutive director of RTA the
di rector of prograns and operations, the RTA
board chair and an RTA board nenber, as well as
four of the actors fromthe film Sing Sing by
A24 Films. Thank you for sharing your
extraordi nary and val uable work with us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Sal azar.

To our guests, we wel come you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all of
the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there is a concurrent resolution at the desk. |
ask that the title be read only and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 9, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Concurrent
Resol ution of the Senate and Assenbly proposing
to inplenent, pursuant to and in conpliance with
the provisions of Article 7 of the
Public O ficers Law, a system of video
conferencing to conduct meetings.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:22 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:37 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's a report
of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

Pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 88, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 324, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 569, by Senator My, an
act to amend El ection Law,

Senate Print 735, by
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Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the

Private Housi ng Fi nance Law;

Senate Print 736, by Senator C eare,

an act to anend the Executive Law,

Senate Print 737, by Senator C eare,

an act to amend the General Busi ness Law,

Senate Print 738, by Senator C eare,

an act to amend the General Business Law
Senate Print 739, by Senator Ranops,
an act to anmend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 740, by Senator Ranops,
an act to anmend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 741, by Senator Wbb,
an act to amend the Real Property Tax Law
Senate Print 742, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;
Senate Print 743, by
Senator G anaris, an act to anend the Penal Law
Senate Print 744, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to amend the
Penal Law;
Senate Print 745, by Senator Mri e,
an act to amend the General Business Law

Senate Print 746, by Senator Mayer,
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an act to anend the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 747, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Educati on Law,

Senate Print 748, by
Senat or Gounardes, an act to anend the
Public Health Law,

Senate Print 749, by Senator Bail ey,
an act to anend the Executive Law,

Senate Print 750, by Senator Fel der,
an act to anend the Social Services Law,

Senate Print 751, by
Senat or Sepul veda, an act to anmend the
Real Property Law,

Senate Print 752, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to amend the
El ection Law,

Senate Print 753, by Senator Rivera,
an act to anend the Business Law,

Senate Print 754, by
Senator Martinez, an act to anmend the
Transportation Law,

Senate Print 755, by Senator Ranops,
an act to amend the Workers' Conpensation Law,

Senate Print 756, by
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Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
| nsurance Law,

Senate Print 757, by Senator Brouk,
an act to anend the Social Services Law,

Senate Print 758, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Public Health Law,

Senate Print 759, by
Senat or Harckham an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law;

Senate Print 760, by Senator Rivera,
an act to anend the Insurance Law,

Senate Print 761, by Senator Ott,
an act to anend the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 763, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Public Health Law,

Senate Print 764, by
Senat or Harckham an act to anmend the
Correction Law,

Senate Print 765, by Senator Rivera,
an act to anend the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 766, by Senator Parker,
an act to anend the Social Services Law,

Senate Print 767, by Senator Conrtie,
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an act to amend the Banking Law;
Senate Print 768, by Senator C eare,
an act to anmend the Correction Law,
Senate Print 769, by Senator Rivera,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2024;
Senate Print 770, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 771, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the |Insurance Law
Senate Print 772, by Senator C eare,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2024;
Senate Print 773, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 774, by
Senat or Stavi sky, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;
Senate Print 775, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Educati on Law,
Senate Print 776, by
Senat or Harckham an act to amend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 777, by
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Senat or Fernandez, an act to anend the

Gener al Busi ness Law;
Senate Print 778, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the

Gener al Busi ness Law;

Senate Print 779, by Senator Conrtie,

an act to anmend the Executive Law

Senate Print 780, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to anmend the
Agricul ture and Markets Law;

Senate Print 781, by
Senat or Pal unbo, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law,

Senate Print 782, by
Senat or Pal unbo, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law,

Senate Print 783, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
CGeneral Munici pal Law;

Senate Print 784, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law,

Senate Print 785, by

Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the Penal

Senate Print 786, by Senator

Law,

Ri ver a,
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an act to anmend the Public Health Law,
Senate Print 787, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law
Senate Print 788, by Senator Rivera,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,
Senate Print 789, by
Senat or Brisport, an act to anend the
Fam |y Court Act;
Senate Print 790, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Vet erans' Services Law,
Senate Print 791, by
Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the
Vet erans' Services Law,
Senate Print 792, by Senator Ranops,
an act to anmend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 793, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the Arts and
Cultural Affairs Law,
Senate Print 794, by Senator My, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law,
Senate Print 795, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the

Agricul ture and Markets Law;
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Senate Print
an act to anend the El der

Senate Print
Senat or Gounardes, an act
General Business Law

Senate Print
Senat or Sean Ryan, an act
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Law,

Senate Print

an act to anend the El ecti

Senate Print

796, by Senator O eare,
Law,
797, by

to anmend the

798, by

to anmend the

799, by Senator Mayer,
on Law,

800, by

Senat or Hi nchey, an act to anmend the

Public Health Law

Senate Print

801, by

Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the Energy Law

Senate Print

802, by Senator Brouk,

an act to anmend the Public Health Law

Senate Print

803, by

Senat or Pal unbo, an act to amend a chapter of the

Laws of 2024;

Senate Print

804, by Senator Conrti e,

an act to amend the General Busi ness Law,

Senate Print

805, by Senator Bail ey,

an act to anend the Executive Law,

Senate Print

806, by Senator Rivera,
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an act to anmend the Social Services Law,
Senate Print 807, by Senator My, an
act to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2024,
Senate Print 808, by Senator Ranops,
an act to anmend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 809, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Public Heal th Law,
Senate Print 810, by Senator Mri e,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,
Senate Print 811, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 812, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to amend the Banking Law,
Senate Print 813, by Senator Wbb,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,
Senate Print 814, by Senator Rivera,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,
Senate Print 815, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to amend the
Fam |y Court Act;
Senate Print 816, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the Tax Law,

Senate Print 817, by
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Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the Tax Law,
Senate Print 818, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Cannabi s Law;
Senate Print 819, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Fam |y Court Act;
Senate Print 820, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to anmend the
Real Property Law and the Tax Law,
Senate Print 821, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 822, by
Senat or Conzal ez, an act to amend the
St ate Technol ogy Law,
Senate Print 823, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to amend the
Labor Law;
Senate Print 824, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 1030, by
Senat or Conzal ez, an act to amend the

El ecti on Law;
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Senate Print 1035, by Senator Mrie,
an act to amend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1036, by Senator Mrie,
an act to amend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1085, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 1087, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1356, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al in
favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Rul es Commttee report is accepted.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 88, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
Senate Print 324, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
Senate Print 569, by Senator May, an act to anend
t he El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,

Senate Print 1030, by Senator Gonzal ez, an act to
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amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 5,
Senate Print 1035, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 5, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Borrell o, Wlczyk and

Weber .

i s passed.

Senate Pri

anend t he

asi de.

Senate Pri

Ayes, 58. Nays, 3.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 6,
nt 1036, by Senator Myrie, an act to
El ecti on Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 7,

nt 1085, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, an

act to anend the El ection Law.

| ast secti

act shall

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
take effect imredi ately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,

Senate Print 1087, by Senator Myer, an act to

anend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it

asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 9,

Senate Print 1356, by Senator Skoufis, an act to

anend the El ection Law and the

Traffic Law.

Vehi cl e and

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it

asi de.
Senator G anari s,

readi ng of today's suppl enenta

that conpl etes the

cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Let's

take up the controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary w ||

r ead.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 88, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President. Welcone back.

Wul d t he sponsor yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President. So |I'mcurious, when you're
deci di ng on which interactions with government
that you' re going to automatically register
sonmeone to vote, how did you choose the DW --
driver's licenses -- and Medicai d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: My under st andi ng
is that those are the two agencies that would
nost readily have citizenship information
avai l able to them

And | know that you are very anxi ous
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not to register noncitizens, so we picked the
ones that could do the best job of that.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So they have
citizenship information. But yet aren't
noncitizens allowed to actually participate in
bot h of those prograns?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Right. But the
agencies will be responsible for ensuring that
only the applicants that have confirned and
proven citizenship information will be
transmtted to the Board of Elections.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO So if that's the
case, then there's information that cannot be
shared on citizenship with |ike the Board of
El ections. So howis that going to transfer to
ensure that those folks are actually properly
vetted and, if they do not renove thensel ves by
opting out, they're actually -- actually are
rightfully renmoved?

SENATOR G ANARI S: " mnot sure |
under st and your question.

| think the agencies are entirely
responsi bl e for nmaking sure that no information
is transmtted to the Board of Elections unless
the agency is in possession of citizenship
information for that applicant.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So what
resources have we given themto ensure that that

happens? You know, we're tal king about now
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tasking themw th sonmething they haven't done
before. What resources are we giving themto
ensure that they actually are doing that? And is
t here any, you know, | guess repercussion if they
don't do it?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Well, the
effective date of this bill is three years into
the future, and so |I'mhappy to talk with you in
March of this year and March of next year and
March of the year after that to support an
i ncreased budget for these agencies to inplenent
t hi s.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President --

SENATOR G ANARI S: I f you'll
support that.

SENATOR BORRELLO W'l see.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you' re saying

that we've got tine to figure it out, but we
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haven't actually outlined anything in this
| egi sl ation that ensures that it happens.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The | egi sl ation
provi des for rul emaking authority for each of
t hese agencies so that they will set up the
proper structure that they need to inplenent this
properly.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO So in the case
of driver's |licenses, 16- and 17-year-olds can
get them \What are we -- is there anything in
pl ace to ensure that those fol ks are not
registering to vote -- automatically registered
to vote?

SENATOR G ANARI S: As you probably
know, those individuals can be pre-registered
under current law. And so if someone presents at
the DW in that age group, they will be

transmtted to the Board of Elections for
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preregi stration.

But the DW has their age data, just
like it has the citizenship data, so they will be
responsi bl e for nmaking sure that only the correct
peopl e are sent to the Board of El ections.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So |I'm curious.
So we are looking at this as an opportunity to
regi ster everybody that interacts with them But
there are other agencies. Wuld there be a
probl em wi th sonmeone who's, you know, getting a
pi stol permt or a hunting |license or a fishing
license? Wiy wouldn't we automatically register
t hose folks to vote?

SENATOR G ANARI S: We're not trying
to register everyone that interacts with the
agencies; we trying to register everyone who is
an eligible voter that interacts with these

agenci es.
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And to your question, those other
agenci es do not have citizenship data as readily
avai lable as the two in this | egislation would
have.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So -- but isn't
it true, though, that ultimately it falls onto
the board of elections at the local level to
ensure that this is -- that these folks are
properly being opted out?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe the
way the bill works is it routes the data through
the state board and then down to the rel evant
county.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

90

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So the first
poi nt of contact we're going at the |ocal |evel
for the DW or for Medicaid benefits. Then we're
going to go to the state conmttee and then back
to the local commttee. And we're expecting al
of that information on citizenship to follow and
to ensure that those fol ks are properly opted
out .

SENATOR G ANARI S: Well, | nean the
informati on doesn't have to follow at the first
point of transm ssion to the state board, anyone
that's transmtted is a citizen. And the DW
knows that. And so at that point nothing needs
to follow them They are -- the only peopl e that
are -- whose information is being sent to the
state board are citizens.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO So at this point
| think we're saying that we've gotten all these
extra days of voting, we' ve got people that can
regi ster very easily, they can request online.

So why do we really need this? Wat -- at what
poi nt are we saying that we absolutely have to do
this and put | guess the security of our

el ections at risk? Wiat's the need?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: First of all,
you' re wel conme, because we did all those things
over your objection.

But second of all, all the things
you nentioned rmake it easier for people to vote
who are registered to vote. There are up to
2 mllion people in our state who are eligible
voters who are not yet registered. And so this
is an effort to increase the voter rolls and make
nore -- allow nore people to vote who actually
are eligible to vote

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO W' re not
allowing themto vote, we're conpelling themto
register. | think that's an inportant
difference. |f soneone chooses not to do so,
we're conpelling themto do so. Were else do we
conpel sonmeone to register for something?

SENATCR G ANARI S: That's an absurd
characterization. You put an obstacle in
sonmeone's path and then say if you renove the
obstacle, you're conpelling themto take the step
to junp over the hurdle that you put in their
pl ace? Wiy do people need to register at all?

If we know that they're eligible to vote, why are
you goi ng to nake sonmeone junp through a hoop to
actually cast their vote? Wuo are you to tel
them they have to junp through several hurdles in
order to exercise their constitutional right to
vote, the nost inportant right they have?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So follow ng
that | ogic, then, why should we conpel soneone to
register to own a gun? You're just saying it's a
constitutional right. Wat obstacle did we put
in place? They have the ability to go out and
register. Wat is the obstacle we put in their
pl ace?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wel |, obviously
there's an adm nistrative obstacle you are
putting in sonmeone's place when they have to go
to a board of elections or fill out a formor
what have you -- that if they wake up on one
El ection Day and they're an eligible voter and
they neet all the criteria of voting and they
haven't taken the tine to do that and they want
to go vote, they should be able to do that.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wel |, again, so
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there's an adm nistrative obstacle to exercising
your Second Anendnent right. Does that sane
| ogic foll ow?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, because guns
are inherently nore dangerous than filling out a
pi ece of paper with your preference on who you
want to represent you.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | didn't know
t here was a dangerousness standard to exerci sing
your constitutional rights.

But with that being said, | don't
understand an obstacle, an adm nistrative
obstacle. W do a lot of things that we nmake
sure people have to be registered for, like drive
a car. There's an adm nistrative obstacle to
driving a car. Should we renove that
adm ni strative obstacle -- you should be able to

wake up one norning and decide, Today is the day
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|"mgoing to drive, and just go do it?

SENATCR G ANARI S: Because in order
to drive you need to be trained and tested in the
fact that you can operate a two-ton vehicle.
Ckay? And there's certain things we have to do
for everyone's protection to make sure you can
exercise that right responsibly.

We don't have that for voting.
Peopl e who are adult age, are citizens of this
country, are eligible to vote. W don't -- thank
God we've noved away fromthe world where we test
peopl e before they can vote, or we put up al
sorts of barriers toit. Maybe you want to go
back to that, Senator Borrello. | certainly
don't.

But for all the other exanples
you're nmentioning, these are things that we need
to make sure people can exercise those rights
responsi bly.

And so yes, you have to junp through
some hurdles to own a gun. You have to junp
t hrough sone hurdles to drive a car. Because if
you don't know how to do that correctly, you're
going to kill people.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
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on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senator G anaris. The first debate of the year
is always the nost fun, so ..

You know, it's interesting that we
heard a lot this -- recently in this election
fromthe people of New York State. W heard a
| ot about what was really concerning them
Affordability, crime, this ranpant,
out-of-control mgrant crisis. So we're com ng
back here with no solutions for them no answers.
So instead we're going to create a crisis that
doesn't exist -- access to being able to vote.
have yet to see a voter that's been
di senfranchi sed say "I tried to vote, | wanted to
vote, | couldn't vote." You haven't presented
that person yet to us. But yet here we are,
manuf acturing a whol e host of crises, when it
comes to voting in elections, to solve today.

Now, nost of these bills -- all of
these bills we've seen before. So we've yet to
actual ly address the real reasons that

New Yor kers sent us back to Al bany:
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Affordability, ranpant crine, the fact that
people don't feel safe, the fact that nost

New Yorkers believe this state is headed in the
wrong direction and don't believe that this body
has done anything about it.

So today we're going to tell people
that, guess what, even if you don't want to
register to vote, we're going to register you to
vote. W're that -- it's that inportant to us
SO we're going to conpel you to be registered to
vot e.

And then we're going to say, Ch, you
know what, don't worry, it will get figured out.
The agencies that are involved, the bureaucracy,
they' Il nmake sure those folks are citizens. W
know that for sure

The bottomline is the nost
important thing is not that everybody votes. The
nost inmportant thing is that people believe that
our elections are secure, that their vote is
counted, and their elections are fair. And this
underm nes that, underm nes people's confidence
that our elections are fair and secure. That is
t he foundation of our denocracy, and that's why

this is a bad idea.
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So | will continue to vote no on
this bill. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senator Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: | f the sponsor
woul d yield for a question, or a couple of
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

So, Senator, could you tell us how
we wi Il know that the Departnent of Motor
Vehi cl es or, you know, Medicaid -- what processes
they have in place to ensure that only the
information that they are transmtting to the
Board of Elections includes citizens?

SENATOR G ANARI S: They are in
possession of this information, and they will set

up a structure and rules to nmake sure that people
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who are not eligible won't get passed al ong.

But if | may ask you a question as
wel |, Senator Martins. Wat protections do we
have in place to make sure a noncitizen doesn't
wal k into the Board of Elections today and fil
out a formand register to vote?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you. 1'mnot aware of any, Senator.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ri ght. Exactly.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And so | am

skeptical -- M. President, through you, if | can
continue to -- if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wil
Senator G anaris continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris continues to yield.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So that's exactly
the point. And I think we shouldn't question
that. W should actually highlight that point.

So ny question is, is there a
process in place where we, as we're being asked
to vote today, know that the Departnment of Motor

Vehi cles can verify the information that they
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have to ensure that they are U S. citizens?

For exanple -- if you'll forgive ne,
"1l ask a two-part question -- will they be
cooperating with the federal government in termns
of accessing records to determ ne whether or not
these individuals are in fact citizens?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Depart nent
of Motor Vehicles we already entrust to handle
and process this information. |f soneone goes in
to get a REAL ID or the type of driver's |icense
that only citizens can have, we trust the DW to
receive that information fromthe applicant and
to process it accordingly.

Now, that has to do with whether
someone can get on a certain domestic flight, for
exanple. You can't get on a plane, at sone point
|ater this year, without a particular type of
driver's license fromthe DW, which they receive
this information, process it accordingly, and
give out the ID. So we trust themto do that.

But sonehow you don't want to trust
themto do the sane thing for registering people
to vote when our exis -- this is tighter than
anything in our existing system Because right

now anybody can wal k into the Board of El ections
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and on their word, register to vote. The board
doesn't ask for citizenship data. Gkay? The DW
actually has that data, so you have sone
assurance that the adm nistrative enpl oyee who's
dealing with this at |east knows this person is
eligible to vote.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, if
t he sponsor woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Excuse
nme. WII the sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

And Senator, just for the sake of
clarity in the record, is it your position as the
sponsor that the default from either one of these
agenci es, or any of these agencies, if they can't
definitively determ ne that the person is a
US. citizen, will be that they will not refer
that person to the Board of Elections? 1Is that
your sense as the sponsor of this bill?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It's explicitly
in the | egislation.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you. Thank
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you,

you,

Senator. Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
Senat or Marti ns.

Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard? Seeing and hearing none, the debate

is cl

osed.
The Secretary will ring the bell.
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This

act shall take effect January 1, 2028.

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 1, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,

Hel m

ng, Lanza, Mattera, Murray, Cberacker,

O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,

Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
Senate Print 324, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martins, why do you rise?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, if
t he sponsor would yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

The bill uses the word "know ngly"
internms of inplying -- or applying liability on
a canpaign, elected official, commttee, if they
knowi ngly solicit, accept or receive
contributions. Wat does that nmean to you, that
word "knowi ngly"? Do they actually have to know,
or should they know? What's that standard to
you?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | think that's
t he standard usage of the word that we see in so

many of our |aws, where sonmeone needs to have the
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intent to commt the crime they' re accused of.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Ckay.

M. President, through you, if the sponsor woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So if there's a
donation froma corporation that has an owner
with nore than 1 percent, and they nake a
contribution to a candidate and the candi date
accepts it and does not know that that
corporation does not have nore than 1 percent of
its ownership in a foreign person, then there
would be no liability. |Is that the point?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There woul d be
no liability on the recipient of the
contribution. There would be liability on the
part of the contributor, because they of course
woul d know how nuch of their conpany is owned by
a foreign entity or not.

And there's a requirenent for an

attestation by the contributor that they would
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sign saying, you know, ny entity does not have
nore than 1 percent foreign ownership.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So on the issue
of that attestation, there is a requirenment that
it be signed by I believe the president or CEO of
t he conpany, on behalf of the conpany, to certify
that it does not infringe on the particul ars of
your bill.

If that attestation is not filed, on
whomis the liability placed?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | don't think it
woul d be a perm ssible contribution if the
attestation is mssing.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And if it's not a
perm ssi bl e contribution, does that inpose
liability on the recipient of that for not having
received the certification?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | suppose t hat
woul d be sonething that the Board of El ections
enforcenment teamcan indicate to the -- the way
t hey even do now, if you're mssing a particular
data poi nt about, say, attribution of
contributions froma partnership, which we're
required to do now And if you don't do that,
the Board of Elections flags it and says, you
know, either come up with the answer or give the
contribution back. | would suspect that's how it
woul d be handl ed.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So the
alternative would be, if | understand correctly,
that the Board of Elections would flag it and the
i ndi vi dual woul d be asked to either show the
certification or return the funds.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Under this bill
you use the word "foreigner."” Does that include
a resident alien here in the United States?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: No, it does not.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So if there's a
conpany that's owned by U S. citizens or resident
aliens and 1 percent of that conpany happens to
be owned by soneone outside the country --
whornever it happens to be -- but 99 percent of
t he conpany is owned by people who |ive here,
either as citizens or resident aliens, that
conpany, under this bill, would not be able to
make a contribution either to a | ocal race --
village, town, county -- or to state races if
this bill were to pass.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

Now, those 99 percent of people can
contribute individually. Nothing' s stopping them

fromdoing that. But not under the corporate

entity.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | think you'd
agree with me that a corporation has al ways been
considered a person or an entity unto itself and
so has certain rights with regard to the
First Anendnent and the ability to actually
express their First Anmendnent rights when it
comes to things |ike supporting certain
candi dat es.

So are you saying that that
corporation, if they have 1 percent of the
corporation be owned by outside entities or a
foreigner, would no |onger have that right to
express itsel f?

SENATOR G ANARI S: well, first of
all, |1 don't agree that it was al ways the case
t hat corporations were consi dered persons. That
was the case since the G tizens United decision,
whi ch was one of the nore horrible decisions the
Suprene Court has nade. But be that as it may.

Yes, nmy -- what | am suggesting to
you is that a corporation that is 1 percent or
nore under the influence of a foreign entity

shoul d not be involved in our political process.
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Now, m nd you, there's already a ban
on foreign entities spending on political
canpaigns in the United States. A big |oophole
is that a foreign entity can do so in a corporate
name if it has significant influence over the

corporation. That's what we're trying to cl ose

here.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And is it then
your position that a 1 percent ownership in a
corporation or an entity is enough of an
i nfluence over that entity where it should
prevent the entity fromactually contributing?

Is the 1 -- 1 percent is enough to
sway you that it would unduly influence an
election, is that it?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes. Do you

know how nuch 1 percent of Amazon, for exanple,
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is wrth? I1t's a |ot of noney.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So let's not talk
about Amazon. | know there's a history with you,
Senator G anaris, and Amazon.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: So we'll talk
about -- we can tal k about other entities --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: I'd like
us to remain gernmane to the content of the bill,
Senat or Martins. Thank you.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | apol ogi ze,

M. President.

Let's talk about -- let's tal k about
our nore common corporations in our state, what
we commonly refer to as nom and- pop shops in our
comunities for whatever it happens to be -- they

can be, you know, a local deli, it could be a
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bodega, it could be a construction conpany. Are
you suggesting that that 1 percent has enough
influence in those local entities that woul d have
an interest, for exanple, in supporting different
candidates in their community, that that's enough
of a concern for you that you would put this
prohi bition?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Ckay.

M. President, through you, if the
sponsor would yield for just one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | f the sponsor
woul d relay, for exanple, if you' re aware of any
instance in which 1 percent of a conpany
certainly can exert some control over the
conpany, whether its board of directors or any of
its voting authority or direction of the
conpany -- in the normal course of business,
where 1 percent becones a threshold that woul d be

frankly viable in New York State or any other
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ci rcunst ance or exanple that you can show where 1
percent made that nuch of -- nade a difference.

SENATOR G ANARI S: You' re thinking
of an exanpl e where maybe the entity doesn't want
to do sonething and the 1 percent would not be
able to overrule them

But i magi ne a scenario where you're
a conpany, there's a part owner of your
conpany -- so | imagine you want to stay on good
terms with the investors and owners in your
conpany -- and that person says, Hey, | know I'm
from-- whatever country, but I'"'mtrying to exert
i nfluence over this elected official. Could you
make a contribution? Because | can't do it. Can
you nake a contribution in our conpany's nanme to
t his individual for ne?

Assunming it's permtted, which it is
currently, why would the owner say no? So yes, |
think a 1 percent investor would have that |evel
of influence over a conpany's owner.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President. Thank you, Senator.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: You know, the
i dea that sonmeone's going to ask soneone else to
make a contribution on that person's behal f when
t hey know t hat they cannot meke that contribution
can be a reality even today. Even today, soneone
can. And if they are and if they do, they should
be hel d accountable for that.

The idea that we take a lawfully
created entity where the vast majority of the
entity, 99 percent of that entity is U S.
citizens or U S. resident aliens, people who work
hard in their local comunities -- and,
regardl ess of the circunmstance, sonmebody happens
to have an ownership interest who is a foreigner.

"1l give you an exanple. Wen you
come in and you get your resident alien card as a
process eventually to becomng a citizen -- not
everyone, M. President, becones a citizen of the
United States. They choose to keep their
resident alien card, and often they go back to
their country of origin or they |eave the United
States and therefore they | ose their resident
alien status and they becone a foreigner.

So while they're here in this

country as a resident alien, they are here, they
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have strong roots in the conmunity. They may
have passed on their conpany or their corporation
or whatever the entity is to their famly and to
their children. And they go back and they keep a
pi ece for thensel ves, but by keeping a piece for
t hensel ves, that corporation or that entity can
no | onger make a contribution.

And | have to question why, under
t hese circunmstances, are we handcuffing entire
sections or groups of entities that would
ot herwi se have a valid cause to be involved? Qur
corporations, our partnerships, our LLCs are
ext ensi ons of our conmunities and our business
| eaders. That's how they choose to do business.

Now, we can turn around and deci de
we do not want any nore contributions from any
corporations, any LLCs or anything other than a
resident alien or a citizen, someone who's here.
Get rid of all these corporations and get beyond
this. But that's not what the sponsor is asking
us to do.

W're creating a fiction and we're
creating a fiction at the expense, M. President,
of every candidate for elected office in this

state, be they a local mayor, be they a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

116

supervi sor, a council menber, nenber of a
county -- or whether it's us here in the State
Legi sl ature.

Because |'m not so sure about what
"knowi ngly" neans when there's a provision there
that says that you can get an attestation and you
have a responsibility to get an attestation in
order to show and prove that that conpany doesn't
have 1 percent of its ownership by a foreign
nat i onal

So maybe all of us, when we get a
donation -- if we can -- need to return it or go
get that attestation. But remenber, folks, it's
an E felony. The fine is $10,000 plus return of
the contribution, personally.

| think we've reached certain
| evel s, M. President, where we shoul d speak
plainly. And if it's the sponsor's intention to
remove corporations fromthe political process,
then that's the bill that we should be debating
here on the floor today and not hide it under
some pretense of percentages that put an undue
burden not only on each and every one of the
candi dates in our state, but on the corporations

and entities thensel ves.
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"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Chan, @Gl livan, Helm ng, Mrtins, Mttera,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
Senate Print 569, by Senator May, an act to anend
t he El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, wel come back. Wy do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: I " m hopi ng
Senator May will yield for sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

In addition to no-excuse absentee,
two weeks of early voting, why do we need
consol idated voting centers on El ection Day when
all of the community polling |ocations are
al ready open for the conmunity nmenbers where they
live?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. Thank you, Senator, and wel cone
back.

So this is about El ection Day
voting. [It's about using the polling books that

we have, the electronic poll books that we have
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that allow for flexibility. Any voter can show
up at a site during early voting and if they live
in the county, they can have the appropriate
bal |l ot pointed out for themfor their address so
that they can vote for the candi dates that
they're eligible to vote for.

This extends this to Election Day,
when vote centers can be created where anyone in
the county or anyone in a municipality can show
up and they don't have to go to the assigned
polling place that they have traditionally gone
to.

The reason why this is helpful is
that it creates an additional option, but it also
allows for sone consolidation. So we found in
Cayuga County, which | represent, they have been
trying this out. They put a polling place at a
mal | that was centrally | ocated, and over the
course of the election, 20 percent of all the
ball ots cast in Cayuga County were cast at that
| ocation. Over tine, it should enable themto
consol idate sone of the other polling places.

| will say in Indiana, where nore
than half of the counties use a vote center

nodel, the -- | have a quote fromthe Indiana
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Secretary of State saying: "Vote centers add
conveni ence for voters, save counties noney, and
can increase voter turnout."

So those are the key reasons why |
amexcited that this bill is on the agenda today.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | f Cayuga County
al ready has this in practice, why do we require
| egislation statewide to do it here today?

SENATOR MAY: It is possible to do
this now, but many counties have been rel uctant
to try because it wasn't specifically in the | aw
and it required a dispensation fromthe Board of
El ecti ons.

This puts it in the law so that the
conmi ssioners fromall the counties will know
that this is an option that is available to them

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
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M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Did the Cayuga
County Legi slature pass a resol ution supporting
their board of elections having a vote center on
El ection Day?

SENATOR MAY: | believe so, yes,
both two years ago and this year.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Has t he New York
State Association of Counties requested this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR MAY: Not that |'m aware
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of .  Through you, M. President.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In addition to
Cayuga County already having this in practice,
have you received resolutions fromany ot her
county in the State of New York, of our 62,
requesting this |egislation?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | amnot aware of that. But
believe there is one other location in this state
that has specifically wanted to do this.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d you be
willing to share the other location with this
body?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would if |I knew what it was, but
| don't have it on the top of ny tongue.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Si nce Cayuga
County requested this of their board of elections
and already has it in practice, does this
| egislation also require a validation by county
| egi sl atures before their board of elections
woul d seek a new way to do el ections on
El ection Day with voting centers?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, no. This would allow the county

board of elections to nake this decision.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if Cayuga
County in their experinent, if their |legislature
decides that this wasn't going the way that they
wanted it to or was nore expensive or nore
confusing for their board of elections but their
board of elections has decided to carry forward
with this proposal, if your bill is enacted,
coul d Cayuga County continue to do so w thout the
approval of their |egislature?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | amnot certain of the answer to
that question. | do know that they -- that
boards of elections, county boards of el ections,
have to go through the State Board of El ections
too and get perm ssion there. So there is a
process.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: VWhen we're

tal ki ng about the locations for -- where you
nmenti oned a shopping mall -- when we're talking
about the locations, what will the State Board of

El ections require of counties that are applying
for this?
SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, the bill says that the State Board
of Elections shall promul gate rules and
regul ati ons establishing the approval process.
So that is for the State Board of
El ecti ons to deci de.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wl l, what is the
State Board of El ections approval requirenments?
Are we handi ng any of them down through here, or
is it just between county and |ocal board of
el ections and the State of New York state board
to figure out without the input of this body?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. This is left up to the discretion
of the State Board of Elections.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | know t hat
nost county boards of elections are set up --
well, we've had early voting for a while now in
New York State, so they're set up with these
consolidated voting sites already. W' ve got

| aws on the books, and they do this. You're
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carrying this over to El ection Day.

Most of my experience is that -- and
we' ve got some specific rules about where those
sites are going to be placed in the county. The
county boards of elections have al ready resourced
for those |ocations. They require either a
printer ready to go to produce ballots in order
for people fromany electoral district in the
county to vote appropriately with who's on their
ballot, or they would require -- and in early
voting it's easy to resource these things because
t he board of elections already has access to al
of the ballots across the county. They haven't
yet dispersed themout to their el ectoral
districts.

How, in county boards of
el ections -- maybe you can tell us in
Cayuga County. Did they have to order extra
ballots to have on-site at their voting center?
O do they have a printer on-site? And if you'd
share what the cost of that printer m ght be for
a county.

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. M understanding is that they had

a printer. And | do not know the cost of that,
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but I do know that as this kind of nodel can
all ow for consolidation of polling places, that
will save noney to counties.

| will also say that | have voted
for years at a polling site that is already
consolidated in the sense that there are --
several election districts vote at that same
site. And printing of the ballots with a --
using an electronic poll book and printing the
ball ot s has i mensely sped up the process of
being able to vote at that site

So this is also sonething that |
think could bring benefits to the voters in terns

of the speed and conveni ence of casting their

bal | ot .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: " ve al ways

enj oyed voting at ny |ocal one, you know, and I
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like to when | can. Last year | didn't have the
opportunity to vote, | voted absentee | ast year.
But | love to get in there and see the faces.
You get to know the poll workers pretty well.
And that adds an extra |layer of security. They
know your face. They know your nanme. They
expect you back every el ection.

We al so have poll watchers and sone
rul es about poll watchers in the State of
New York. Wen you're consolidating everyone in
a county onto one voting center on El ection
Day -- that | inmagine would be pretty busy -- how
does the oversight work in poll watching work in
a scenario |like that?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. W're not talking about
consolidating everyone into one polling site.

But we are allow ng anyone in the county to go to
this one polling site and cast their ballot at
that site.

Which if you've forgotten where your
polling site is -- | know one of the issues that
| ocal boards of el ections have been contendi ng
with is alot of the traditional sites where

peopl e have voted in the past, |ike schools, it's
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become much nore difficult to secure those

| ocations. And so at least in Syracuse, |'m
aware that my polling | ocation now has changed
every year or two for quite a few years. And so
it's confusing to the voters. They don't always
know for sure where their polling site is.

But if they know there is a | ocation
in the county or in the nmunicipality where
they -- where anyone in that municipality can
vote, then they -- whatever uncertainty they
m ght have about where to vote is resolved for
them That makes it easier for them

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So coul d sonebody
perceivably vote twice if the systemisn't
comunicating -- | know that the el ections don't
stop -- if you're out in an electoral district in

your | ocal community and their conputer goes down
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for whatever reason, they have backup so that
t hey can continue to count votes.

Coul d soneone perceivably vote in a
consol idated voting center that you're proposing
here in this bill and then vote in their |ocal
polling place as well?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, no. Because the electronic pol
books prevent that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How did you cone
up with the 90 days to apply to the State Board
of Elections in order to have a conpletely new
polling site available in the county?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. That was a length of tine that
gi ves the Board of Elections tinme to assess the

pl an.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Was that feedback
fromthe State Board of Elections or fromlocal
boards of el ections?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't know the answer to that
guesti on.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Have the -- and
the el ections conm ssioners | believe are

actually going to be here this week. Has the
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El ection Conmi ssioners Associ ati on expl ai ned how
this mght delay accurate el ectoral district
counting on Election N ght?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. | believe they are supportive of
this, and there is no expectation that this would
del ay counting of ballots.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wiy woul d a
county -- and | know you said consolidation of
polling places a couple of tines. Wy would a
county be notivated to shift tinme and resources
fromtheir community polling sites onto a voting
center?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. [1'Il take ny answer away fromthe
county level and talk about the Gty of Auburn,

which is also in ny district, which has gone to
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bel i eve four voting sites on Election Day. And
it has proven to be very popular, and it has not
hurt turnout in any way, but it has saved nobney
and created nuch nore clarity for the voters.

And |I'm sure there are sone voters
who nmiss their traditional nei ghborhood polling
place, but it is working really well and it's
taki ng the technol ogy that we now have that is
allowing for this to happen and really using it
in the best and nost efficient way you coul d use
it.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: s the Gty of
Auburn pretty balanced in its denpgraphics,
Republ i can and Denocrat enroll ees?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. The City of Auburn is sonewhat on
t he Denocratic side, but the county is a very red
county.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, on
the bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Vell, | don't
have much nore to say than the sponsor has
al ready said about this. It's to favor
Denocratic voting areas and to consolidate
polling places. That's what this bill is for.

It's not to make it easier to vote.
You al ready have polling places on El ection Day
in your community. This is about creating an
additional polling place in an urbani zed area and
pushi ng as nany people towards it as you can.

She admitted by her own exanpl e that
that bill will favor a Denocratic area in a
Republ i can county. Consolidation of polling
pl aces: The sponsor said it out loud. This is
not about making it easier to vote. It's about
consolidating polling sites fromrural to urban
sites and advant agi ng people who live and work in
cities over people who -- nmen and wonen and
bl ue-col l ar wonen who live in cities and work in
rural areas.

So with that, | will be voting no
and | urge ny colleagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
is closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Wl czyk, for
t he debate but not for putting words in my nouth.

The state of |ndiana, fanbus extrene
left-wing state; the state of Utah al so, and many
ot her states, both red and bl ue, use vote centers
and have used themfor a long tine as a way to
make voting, as | said, as the Indiana Secretary
of State says, to add conveni ence for voters,
save counties noney, and increase voter turnout.

This is not about privileging one
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party over another, and certainly not in
Cayuga County, which is a heavily Republican
county. And the |egislature under Republican
| eadership, as well as under Denocratic

| eadershi p, has endorsed vote centers there.

So to put words in ny nouth and
suggest that this is sonehow a partisan ploy to
make it only possible for Denocrats to vote is
really insulting.

| have to say vote centers are
efficient and they are smart. And that's the
reason why I amexcited to vote yes on this bill,
and | urge ny colleagues to do so.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 3, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Ashby, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, Mattera, Miurray, Cberacker,
Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Walczyk and Wi k. Also
Senators Tedi sco, Chan and O Mara. Al so
Senator Martins.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 16.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 6,
Senate Print 1036, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Senat or .

Through you, M. President. Let's
start with a basic question and that is why is
there a need for this bill, and howw Il it
change the current |aw?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, this bill codifies a couple of
court cases, both fromthe New York State Court
of Appeal s and from sonme of our appellate courts,

to clarify in the law that a voter's intent and
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their connection to the honme is what determ nes
their voter registration

What we have seen in sone el ection
litigation is the challengi ng of residencies
despite the case | aw supporting this. And this
bill is an attenpt to put it in statute.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So the "Purpose” on the bill, it
says: "This bill provides that a voter may
register to vote at any residence to which the
voter maintains a continuous connection with an
intent to return.”

So l'dlike to start with the first
part, the continuous connection. Wat does
conti nuous connection nmean? Wat qualifies as a
conti nuous connection?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
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M. President. In WIIlkie vs. Board of
Elections -- this is fromthe Third Departnent --
the court said that at mninum weekend and
country hones established a continuous
connecti on.

The Court of Appeals has said that
the crucial determ nation for election residency
purposes is that the individual nmust manifest an
intent coupled with physical presence. And the
courts have interpreted that to, at mninmum neet
a requirenment that soneone be present at |east
for two days of the week via a weekend hone.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So it sounds
like -- and |"'mnot here to interpret what the
court was saying nyself, but it sounds |ike what
they're saying is a two-day stay would take the

pl ace of a five-day stay or a week-long stay. So
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they're basically saying that a part-tinme would

supersede your full-time residence where you

live.
I's that -- would that be accurate?
SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't think that's accurate. |

t hi nk what the court neant to underscore is that
it is the voter's intent. So if it's the voter's
intent that they be registered to vote at a pl ace
where they only spend two days a week, the court
will uplift that intent over where they may be
staying on ot her days of the week.

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So if I could get alittle scenario
and give it to you, I'd like your take on this
particul ar scenario. So you have soneone t hat
resides in, say, Nassau County. Their kids go to

school in Nassau County, their spouse is on the
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school board in Nassau County, they're a

vol unteer firefighter in the Nassau County. But
t hey own a vacation home out in the Hanptons, out
in Suffol k County.

Despite the fact that they have so
much conti nuous connection right there, they
could actually ask that the -- Suffol k County,
where they own a home but they don't actually
live, that could then be where they will vote.
Is that -- is that -- would that be accurate?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, if that is their intent, that's
correct.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So in that
scenari o, they change their voting and they say,
| want to vote in Suffolk County instead of

Nassau, despite the fact that my spouse is on the
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school board.

Now, the school board election's
earlier in the year. Wuld it be possible for
this person to vote in the school board el ection
for their spouse in Nassau County, change their
residency through this bill, and in the general
el ection in Novenber vote at their Hanptons hone
in Nassau in a conpletely -- or Suffolk County in
a conpletely different election? Wuld that be
possi bl e under this | aw?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, I'mnot sure I'mfollow ng the
entirety of that hypothetical. But if they are
neeti ng every Election Law requirenent for voter
registration and it is their intent to mark the
Suf fol k County residence as where they would |ike
to be registered, then that, according to the
case | aw and when this bill becones |aw, would be
per m ssi bl e.

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So I'I'l kind of
reaf firmthat scenario through the El ection Law.

So Election Law -- we'll take this
past year, 2024. In 2024, we had quite a few
different elections at different times of the
year. Most village elections are in March. The
presidential primary was in April. School
di strict budget and board nenber el ections were
in May. Congressional state primary el ections
were in June, and then the general election in
Novenber. And then of course after that we have
our fire comm ssioners and their budget in
Decenber .

So followi ng the scenario | just
gave you, if |I'munderstanding you correctly, if
we pass this bill, it's signed into | aw, soneone
can vote in the village or even a school district
budget and board election in -- say in May. |If
t hey neet the deadline, which according to what |
got fromthe Board of Elections, for the general
Novenber el ection on Novenber 5th, their change
of address would have to be done on Cctober 21st
and voter registration deadline on Cctober 26th.

So they could, likely, make that
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change -- vote in the school board for their
spouse, vote in the other local elections in
Nassau County. But as long as they neet that
deadl i ne, they can now switch and vote in

el ections conpletely outside of where they voted
in every other election that year.

I's that correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. First, | appreciate the

hypot heti cal on how nany el ections there are.
Thi s conference has supported the consolidation
of those in even years that caused a | ot of
consternation | ast session.

But that aside, yes, if they have
nmet the requirenents and it is their intent to be
regi stered and consider the Suffolk County or
Nassau County as their primary residence, that
woul d be perm ssi bl e.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: And t hank you,
Senat or Myri e.

So actually that wasn't really nuch
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of a hypothetical, because if | renenber
correctly, all over social nedia |ast year you
saw a |l ot of people that lived in the city that
were urging their friends, Change your
registration, go to the Hudson Vall ey where there
were cl ose races, go out to Suffol k County, where
there -- according to them there was a cl ose
Senate race in the 1st Senate District. But ny
good friend Senator Pal unmbo made that not so

cl ose, so ...

But they were trying to urge
everyone to go and go where there were
conpetitive races. 1've got to tell you, just --
| nmean, this just feels bad. You know, we |ive
in a country where we have this privilege to
el ect our local |eaders. W have a
representative government. And what that neans
is we're voting for the people that represent us.
But not just us; they're representing our
fam lies, our neighbors, our comunities where we
live. They will be naking decisions -- or
shoul d say we are maki ng decisions that wll
directly affect their life.

But through this bill, we're nmaking

a nockery of that. W' re saying, do the ones
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that work for you until maybe you don't have a
conpetitive race in the State Senate race. So
let's junp out and go sonmewhere else -- if you
are, by the way, |ucky enough to own a second
hone.

You know, | think everyone here has
acknowl edged we're in the mddle of a housing
crisis. It's pretty expensive. Nobody can
afford to buy a home. Nobody can afford to live
in New York. Except who? The wealthy.

| do find it ironic that for years,
all nmy years in governnment it was that side of
the aisle blamng this side of the aisle for
| ooki ng out for the wealthy: You only give tax
breaks to the wealthy. You only passed this to
benefit the wealthy.

Well, et me tell you sonet hing.
The poor, the working class, they are not
benefiting fromthis bill. They don't have
mul ti pl e hones all across the state where they
can pick and choose, where they take advant age of
the very privilege we have of voting for who wll
represent them

The weal thy do. That al one shoul d

be a reason -- the fact that we're | eaving out

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

148

nost people, not letting themparticipate in
this, that al one should be a reason for voting
no.

But 1'mvoting no because, as |
said, this stinks. This isn't what our
el ections are about. So for many reasons, but
especially that -- it's making a nockery of our
voting rights -- 1'Il be voting no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mirray.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would yield for a
coupl e of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Myri e.

Under this bill, Senator, would a
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person be able to register to vote in nore than
one place in New York State?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, no. That is currently against the
law. This bill does not touch that.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would yield for
anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Through this
bill, if sonmeone registers to vote in one
community for one election, can they then change
their registration to another hone to all ow t hem
to vote in another conmmunity for the follow ng
el ection, and so on?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, the current |aw prevents doubl e
registration. You can only be registered to one
residence at a tinme. And this bill would not
i mpact that.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
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t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So just taking on
some of the exanples that were given earlier, if
sonmeone does have a home in one |ocation, they
can vote there. Cdearly, they can register --
their famly is there, they live there. But if
t hey happen to have a second honme sonewhere el se,
they can register there, frankly elimnate their
first registration and register in that second
pl ace for that election as |ong as they have a
nexus to that location, isn't that correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, it's not just nexus. That's a
| egal turn of phrase. It is, according to the
courts, an intent to return and remain and a
physi cal presence.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So if they have
that intent, Senator, and then they exercise that
vote in that other location, would this bill then
allow themto have a separate intent and return
to the original |ocation and register to vote
again if they do in fact neet the requirenents
and denonstrate that subjective intent?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. [If |I'munderstanding the question
correctly, the voter is allowed to change their
intent. They cannot hold multiple registrations
at nultiple residencies. It has to be one at a
time. But they are allowed to register at
different residencies if that is what they intend
to do.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: And, Senator, if
you could just elaborate on how that intent would
be denonstr at ed.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. The courts have said that the
crucial determnation is the purpose of -- the

i ndi vi dual nust nmanifest an intent coupled with a
physi cal presence. And in the Court of Appeals
case it also mentions that it has to be a
significant and continuing attachnment to that

resi dence.

"1l al so point out, because ny
col | eague Senator Murray conmuni cated that this
was a bill with the intention to only benefit
af fl uent New Yorkers. But the bill says in
line 6 that it includes college students, giving
themthe ability to have their college residences
count for voter registration

We're very proud of our higher
education institutions that wel conme people of al
i nconmes, young people of all backgrounds. And

for along time litigation has forced these
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col | ege students out of those voter
regi strations, their ballots have been
challenged. And this is one way for us to
comuni cate that we do support our young peopl e
engagi ng in their denocracy.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So under this
bill, Senator, a college student who is in a
university college setting for a few nonths woul d
be able to register there and have an inpact on a
| ocal mayoral election, for a village or town
council race or supervisor race, even though
their only connection to that conmunity is
t hrough that institution of higher |earning and
they don't have any roots there, thereby -- well,
first of all, is that correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would disagree with the preni se
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that coll ege students don't have roots in the
pl ace that they go to coll ege.

But yes, they are allowed to
regi ster and use that as their voter registration
resi dency.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, on
the bill.

Thank you, Senator Mrie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Where do | start?

Look, we all know what the problens

are with this bill. Voting for |ocal elections
is critically inmportant. 1It's an obligation.
You know, as a former mayor of a village -- and

t hose of us who have served on a local level in
t he past, we understand what it's |ike to grow up
in a conmunity, care for the conmunity,
under st and who your nei ghbors are, and protect
that community.

The idea that we would allow for
t housands of individuals who conme in for a couple
of nonths at a time and sonehow say that they
have the sane care, concern for that community as

t he people who live there every day, raise their
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famly there every day, protect the schools, pay
for the streets, is lost on ne, frankly. It
really is.

| understand how i nportant it is for
| ocal comunities to have an identity and nake
t hose decisions for thenmselves. But | would ask
everyone in the chanber to understand what it is
that we are doing and will be doing to our | ocal
communities and how it will inpact decisions in
t hose conmunities going forward.

Everyone has a right to an opinion,
we all know that. You exercise that right by
voting where you live. And with all due respect,
where you live is not where you happen to live in
a dormfor a couple of nonths. [It's where you
grow up, it's where you have your roots, it's
where you raise your famly, and it's where you
make a difference in your comunities.

In addition, this idea, based on a
Court of Appeals decision and interpretation of a
Court of Appeals decision that | can take a
resident, say, of the Village of Westbury who can
vote in that |ocal election and then | eave, go
out east or go upstate and vote in another |ocal

el ection there because they happen to have a
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house there and inpact el ections along the way,
based on their subjective intent regardl ess of
the criteria.

Fol ks, we are turning this on its
head. This isn't what this is supposed to be.
And the idea that we are going to allow people to
mani pul ate this system beyond its core, |ocal
people voting in |local elections for people they
trust and the | eadership that they want --
frankly, | think it's wong.

M. President, 1'll be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard? Seeing and hearing none, debate
is -- Senator Tedisco, are you going to explain
your vote or are you |l ooking to ask the sponsor
to yield?

SENATOR TEDI SCO For a questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco, why do you rise? To ask the sponsor to
yi el d?

SENATCR TEDI SCO WI 1l the Senator
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Just a --
Senator, I'"'ma little confused about continuous
connection. |Is there a tinmetable for a
conti nuous connection of days or weeks or nonths
that you have to spend when you elim nate one
regi stration, then go and nove, reregister and
vote in another facility you own?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. As | was explaining to your
col | eague Senator Murray when he asked a simlar
guestion, the courts have determned that it is
the voter's intent to return and to naintain
connection. At mnimm weekend and country
honmes sati sfied that continuous connection
purpose, and that is what the courts have used to
interpret litigation around ballots and el ection
resi dency.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Wul d the Senator
yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Sol livein a
home with ny famly, and | have anot her house.
don't go there for four years, but every fourth
year | cone there for a weekend. | reregister
and then | vote for the president in that
particular -- is that a reoccurring connection?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. [If |I'munderstanding this
hypot hetical correctly, you change your voter
regi stration every four years, is that correct?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Ri ght .

SENATOR MYRI E: And it is your
intent that that be your primary residence for
pur poses of voting, correct?

SENATOR TEDI SCO You only cone
there for a weekend, though. You go back for
anot her four years at your other house, then you
come back again for a weekend and you vote for
the president at this particular facility.

s that a reoccurring connection?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. Under the current case |l aw, that
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is permssible and that is what this bill would
codi fy.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Tedi sco.

Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 6, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 22.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,
Senate Print 1087, by Senator Myer, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: |'"d like to go on

the bill, and then I'lIl be asking the sponsor to
yield for sonme questions, if that's all right.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.
SENATOR WALCZYK: So
Ham [ ton County in New York State has a little
over 5100 residents. |In the 2024 presidenti al
el ection, 3,442 ballots were cast, which is a
pretty high propensity. They have 4, 600
regi stered voters, and of those registered
voters, 838 of themare regi stered Denocrats.
This bill requires each board
outside the city -- that's a board of
el ections -- outside of the Gty of New York
shal |l consist of two el ection conm ssioners who
shall be full-tinme enpl oyees of such board,

except that the county | egislative body of a
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county having a popul ation of nmore than 120, 000
may, by local |aw, increase the nunmber of such
commi ssioners to four, to be appointed as
provided by this title. Cbviously that piece is
not relevant to a county of 5,000.

Each of the major political parties
shall be eligible to reconmend appoi nt nent of an
equal nunber of conm ssioners.

M. President, would the sponsor
yield for some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wonderful to
speak with you again. W haven't tal ked about
this bill in tw years.

But through you, M. President, what
is the genesis of this bill? Could you give nme a
refresher?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, through you,
M. President. Welconme back, Senator Wal czyk.

Several years ago when Senator Myrie

was the chair of the Senate El ections Commtt ee,
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he held a series of hearings around the state
with the full menbership of the cormittee, which
was conposed of both Denpbcrats and Republi cans.
They made recommendations. And on page -- ny
page is cut off. | believe it's 24, on reforns
at | ocal boards of elections outside New York
City they recomended -- | would add, on a

bi parti san basis -- that comm ssioners serve in a
full-time capacity. That was the original
genesis of the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Two years ago |
asked if the New York State Association of
Counties supported this bill. Do you have a neno
of support fromthe Association of Counties?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, |I'mnot aware of that.

| would note that the 2024
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| egi sl ati ve agenda of NYSECA, which is the
bi parti san group of state el ection comm ssioners,
clearly says that they have this bill on their
agenda, and they note, in parentheses, bipartisan
support.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Have any county
| egi sl ators or boards of supervisors of our
62 counties requested this by passing a
resol uti on?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President, |I'mnot aware they have. And I'm
not aware they' ve opposed it.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I's this an
unfunded nandat e?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. This would be a requirenent of
counties outside New York City to have two
full-time comm ssioners in order to ensure that
there's not a conflict of interest in the need
for outside incone.

Last year Senator Wal czyk wasn't
here and, although this bill did not pass both
houses, it did pass the Senate. And in our
enact ed budget we included 5 mllion in funding
for local boards of elections outside the City of
New York. I'mconfident that we will make every

effort to ensure that there's adequate resources

to do this.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: O that
5 mllion, has any of that been specifically
directed to this cause, to hiring full-tinme
conmi ssi oners?

SENATOR MAYER: Wel |, through you,
M. President, this bill did not pass in the
Assenbly, so this bill is not yet enacted. And
that's why we're considering it here today.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How nuch does a
full-time conm ssioner have to be paid?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. | think it would depend,
obvi ously, on the income and econom cs of the
particul ar county in which the conm ssioners are

| ocat ed.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So woul d that be
up to the county governnent to determ ne what the
sal aries would be for the full-tinme comm ssioners
that are mandated in this |egislation?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, it's not described in the bill

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What about health
i nsurance or New York State retirenent?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
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M. President, they're not referenced.

The point is these are full-tine
enpl oyees and they woul d not have the need to
have secondary enpl oynent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So we' ve tal ked
in the past about a comm ssion on unfunded
mandates. |t hasn't borne a whole lot of fruit
when we tal k about that. It would be really nice
to have soneone in governnment overseeing all of
t hese nmandates that either get funded for a short
ti me and beconme unfunded over tine or are just
strai ght unfunded mandates fromthe get-go.

Here's how it works if $5 million is
set aside to pay for an el ections conm ssioner.
And | et nme just repeat those nunbers. In
Ham | ton County, New York, you're tal king about
4,600 regi stered voters. You would have a
full-time Denocratic el ections conm ssioner,
salaried with benefits, for 838 registered
Denocrats in that county.

They could do a house call to every
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singl e one of those individuals, neet every
single one of themface-to-face. | don't know
what el se they would be doing all year, because
for a county like Ham lton there sinply is not
enough work to justify a full-tinme position in
the board of elections. Wich is why, for
counties like Ham Iton, these mandates are not
smart.

In the short termyou may negoti ate
for $5 mllion in the budget, but how do unfunded
mandat es happen to our towns, our counties, our
villages? W wusually throwa little bit of --
not al ways, but we usually throwa little bit of
noney up-front and we say, Don't worry, we're
going to pay for it. And then eventually the
state runs into financial problens -- | wonder
how t hat happens -- and all of a sudden we can't
pay for those things that we' ve mandat ed anynore.
We push that onto the |ocal taxpayers. So that
will be the direction that this thing ends up
anyways.

And let's just say if -- in
Ham [ ton County's case, let's say we conti nued
to -- in a conmtnent and we nade it in the

State Constitution that we will absolutely fund
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these full-time comm ssioners for Ham I ton County
and those 838 Denocrats will have one full-tine
staffer in Ham lton County working around the
clock for them Let's say we enshrined that in

| aw.

That means -- Hami|lton County has
never requested this, doesn't need it, doesn't
want it. That neans that taxpayers from Syracuse
or Westchester or sonewhere else in the State of
New York are putting into that $5 mllion pot in
order to pay for a full-time conm ssioner for
838 Denobcrats in Ham |ton County.

It doesn't make any sense. \Wet her
the mandate is funded or unfunded, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Wl czyk, for
expressi ng your view so strongly.

One thing | have to point out,
there's not hing about the fact that there's only
838 Denocratic -- enrolled Denocratic voters in
Ham | ton County that nmeans they don't deserve a
full-time comm ssioner who doesn't have a second
job. Same for the Republican enrolled voters in
Ham [ ton County. There's nothing uni que about
being voters in a rural and snall-popul at ed
county that neans they don't deserve the ful
attention of an el ection conm ssioner.

This is the basis of our denocracy.
Their vote, one of the 838 Denobcratic voters,
counts as nuch as a voter from Brooklyn, Bronx or
Yonkers, and they are entitled to the ful
devotion of the el ection conmm ssioners, both
Denocrati c and Republican, who have a full-tine
j ob making sure that the el ections are conducted

in a responsible way and do not have a conflict
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of interest.

There's not hing uni que about a rural
voter that makes themless entitled to the ful
attention of an el ection conm ssioner.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.

Bef ore us today there are a nunber
of elections bills, but what's mssing is a voter
ID bill. Various polls show that Anericans
strongly support requiring a photo ID to vote.
The Pew Research Center shows 81 percent of
Ameri cans favor requiring people to show
government -i ssued voter identification to vote.

The Gallup Poll released in Cctober
of 2024 shows 84 percent of Americans support
requiring a photo ID to vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel mi ng, does -- does your -- is your -- are your
comments related to Senator Mayer's bill?

SENATOR HELM NG They absol utely

are. |I'magetting there. Wthin nmy two mnutes.
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Thirty-six states require sone sort
of IDto vote, including the two states that were
nmenti oned as the gold standard, if you will, for
t he establishment of county polling places --
| ndi ana and Ut ah.

Peopl e of all ages, including young
peopl e, are used to carrying and showi ng an |D.
We all know about all the purchases that require
an IDto nmake. You have to have an ID to cash a
check, to access nedical care, to travel, to
regi ster for classes, and a whole | ot nore.

| cosponsor a bill that Senator Ott
carries that would require voters to present a
valid photo ID. This bill elimnates financi al
barriers to whose who need help getting an ID
Thi s package of election bills ignores what the
majority of people want: Voters to show
identification prior to voting.

For this reason --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel mi ng, how does -- how do your conments relate
to the bill at hand?

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR HELM NG -- the bill

before us is an unfunded mandat e.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel mi ng, you have nentioned other bills in the
package --

SENATOR HELM NG | vote no

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
keep your comrents related to the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG And | just
nmentioned that this bill is an unfunded
mandate - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Lanza --

SENATCOR HELM NG -- and for that
reason | will be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
explain your vote in relation to the bill that is
before the house. It is clearly delineated in

the Senate rules. Nothing you indicated,
Senator Helmng, with all due respect, had
anything to do with Senator Myer's bill.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, what
| would add is that each of us, when we vote
either in the affirmative or negative, we have
our own uni que reasons for doing so.

And for Senator Helmng, if the
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reason why she's voting against this bill is
because it doesn't include sonething or because
it includes sonething that she doesn't believe
bel ongs there, it's within her prerogative and
every menber's prerogative to explain their vote
in the way they see fit.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, as you know, we're just trying to keep the
order of the house.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 8, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 9,
Senate Print 1356, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the El ection Law and the Vehicle and
Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Wal czyk, who is wasting no
tinme to be heard.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of this amendnment, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B,
unfortunately rule it nongermane and out of order
at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Wal czyk indeed be
recogni zed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or WAl czyk may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
it'"s not the first time that we've di sagreed on
t he germaneness, and | hope to sway ny col | eagues
and maybe even you.

This bill-in-chief anends
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Election Lawin relation to joining a nultistate
vot er nmmi nt enance organi zati on.

Now, there is nothing that would
serve us better than having accurate data to be
able to give to that nultistate voter naintenance
organi zati on or organi zations to be able to work
wi th other states.

And as ny col | eague recently pointed
out, 36 states have taken up a voter ID | aw
because they're taking their voter data very
seriously. A Gllup Poll -- so | offer this
anendnent because a Gl lup Poll showed that
84 percent of Americans support voter ID. That
i ncl udes 67 percent of registered Denocrats and
84 percent of registered i ndependent voters.

Sone of those states include states
like red states Texas and Florida; sone of them
bl ue states |i ke Washi ngton and Connecticut; or
purple states, if you love to color states,

W sconsin, North Carolina, and Georgia, which has
sonme of the strictest voter ID | aws.

But | know that these are all red,
white and bl ue states because in the United
States of Anerica, people believe in

enfranchi sement. They want their vote to count.
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They want their elections secure. They're asking
overwhel m ngly for voter ID

This bill is -- not only is ny
anmendnent germane, but overwhel mi ngly New Yorkers
want voter ID laws on the books in New York
State. And | challenge nmy coll eagues to accept
t hi s anendnent, because sone of the things that
have been thrown out there as reasons why we
can't do voter I D, even though 84 percent of
Ameri can voters support it, are because it wll,
you know, suppress sone of the vote.

Wel |, 36 other states have done it.
None of the results show that the vote was
suppressed in those states.

O it's disenfranchi senent.
Actual |y, when peopl e have the confidence that
their vote is going to count and when voters have
t he confidence that these elections are secure,
you do nothing but increase the confidence to get
out there and vote. And that's what the results

have shown.

This isn't me making it up. | know
we're the first -- in New York State we're the
first. W get out there and do things -- we're

either the first or the last. W get out there
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and we do things before all of the other states
do t hem

So we pontificate about how t hese
el ection laws are going to change things. And we
guess and we strategize, and then we debate them
sonetines in commttees. Sometines the committee
neetings are canceled so we just debate themin
t hi s chanber.

But here we don't have to guess.
Thirty-six states have them on the books.
Voter IDis working in 36 states. Denocrats,
Republ i cans, independents, registered voters
across Anerica love voter ID. And your Election
Day package today m ssed it.

So on the last bill, I'"ve offered
this very -- they call it a hostile anendnent,
M. President, but I would call this a very
hel pful anmendnment. Pl ease pass voter ID. Vote
on the germaneness of this bill. Let's get it
done. The people want it. It's the right way to
secure our el ections.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

| want to rem nd the house that this
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vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair. Those in favor of
overruling the chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the controversial cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, January 14th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, January 14th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 5:11 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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