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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of All egiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Today's invocation
will be delivered by Rabbi Mara Young, of the
Whodl ands Community Tenple in Wite Pl ains.

RABBI YOUNG The story is told of
a person who wished to clinb to the top of a very
hi gh nountain. The nountain was steep and
difficult to ascend, and the clinber encountered
many obstacl es along the way. She was weary,

di scouraged, and often considered giving up. At
ti mes she even felt that the summt was too far
out of reach and that the clinb was not worth the
effort.

However, she pushed forward one step
at atinme. Every time she felt |ike giving up,
she rem nded herself that the goal was to reach
hi gher, even if it seened inpossible. Slowy but
surely, after nuch effort and struggle, she

reached the top of the nountain.
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And when she finally arrived at the
summit, she | ooked around and realized sonething
incredible. As far as the eye could see, there
were still higher peaks, taller nountains, new
hei ghts to reach. But instead of feeling
di scouraged, she felt a deep sense of joy and
pur pose, understanding that the journey itself,
striving to go higher step by step, was the true
reward.

Di stingui shed officials, today you
stand at the base of the nountain. The 2025
| egi sl ative session rises before you. The path
of denocracy is difficult -- rocky terrain,
uncertain paths, dead ends and deadl ocks. And
yet we know the reward is great: A state built
by the people, for the people, governed by | aws
of justice, fueled by conpassion at its core.

As you begin your clinb, you wll
observe the crags and summits of sessions before.
Some you will surpass; sone will | oom higher.
How | ucky you are to have this opportunity before
you. Set your feet upon the current nountain of
possibility. Excelsior! Onward, upward. My
you be bl essed in your ascent. Enblazoned on the

seal of this Senate body, may this word be your
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guide. It urges you forward: Excelsior, ever
hi gher .

As you enbark upon this holy work of
bui | di ng and securing our denocracy, stay true to
the path of righteousness. As is witten in the
Book of Proverbs, guard your heart, as it is the
source of life. Turn aside from crooked speech.
D stance yourself from w cked words.

Let your eyes |look forward. My you
behol d the future with upright intentions.

Survey your course, the way in which we nmay al
prosper. Be not deterred by the left or the
right, but wal k the path of goodness.

Source of Goodness, bestow Your
bl essi ngs upon this assenbl ed body and those who
serve within it. Strengthen their capacity to
listen, to discern, and to learn. Wile starting
on di sparate paths, guide themtogether, helping
themto wal k in ways of conprom se and
understanding, to wal k hunbly together in paths
of peace.

Di vine Presence, may the fruits of
their | abors be acceptable to You. You, known by
many nanes and many tongues, may we find unity in

di scovering the divine spark that lies within
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every representative, every citizen, every

soj ourner who seeks safety in our mdst. My we
see it in our hones and workplaces and in the
beauty of nature itself.

As we |ift our eyes to the session
before us, give us the strength to rise to the
chal | enge and enbrace the possibility. W
express gratitude for being kept alive,
sust ai ned, and brought to this auspicious day.
And we give thanks for the holiness we nay
mani fest with our own hands, words, and hearts.

Amen.

(Response of "Amen.")

THE PRESI DENT: The chair now hands
down a nessage fromthe State Board of Elections,
being the duly official certification of the
nmenbers of the Senate, and directs the sane be
filed. So handed down and so ordered.

And now | ask all Senators present
to please rise at this tinme to take the
cerenoni al oath of office.

Pl ease rai se your right hand and
repeat after me: | do solemly swear --

ALL SENATORS: | do solemly

swear --

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

THE PRESI DENT: -- that I wll
support the Constitution of the United States --

ALL SENATORS: -- that I wll
support the Constitution of the United States --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

ALL SENATORS: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge the duties --

ALL SENATORS: -- and that | wll

faithfully discharge the duties --

THE PRESI DENT: -- of the office of
Senat or - -

ALL SENATORS: -- of the office of
Senat or - -

THE PRESI DENT: -- according to the

best of ny ability --
ALL SENATORS: -- according to the
best of ny ability --
THE PRESI DENT: -- so help nme Cod.
ALL SENATORS: -- so help nme Cod.
THE PRESI DENT: Congrat ul ati ons on

your election to the Senate.

(Appl ause.)
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(I naudi bl e; | aughter.)

THE PRESI DENT:

The Secretary shal

read the nanes of the nenbers present to

ascertain that a quorum exi sts.

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR ADDABBO
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR ASHBY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BAI LEY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BASKI N:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BORRELLO:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BRI SPORT:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BROUK:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BYNCE:
THE SECRETARY:

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

Her e.

SENATOR CANZONERI

THE SECRETARY:

Senat or Addabbo.
Her e.
Senat or Ashby.
Her e.
Senat or Bail ey.
Her e.
Senat or Baski n.
Her e.
Senator Borrello.
Her e.
Senat or Brisport.
Her e.
Senat or Brouk.
Her e.
Senat or Bynoe.
Her e.

Senat or

- FI TZPATRI CK

Senat or Chan.
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SENATOR CHAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator O eare.
SENATOR CLEARE: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Conri e.
SENATOR COWVRI E: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Cooney.
SENATOR COONEY: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fahy.
SENATOR FAHY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fel der.
SENATOR FELDER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fer nandez.
SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Gallivan.
SENATOR GALLI VAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anaris.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Conzal ez.
SENATOR GONZALEZ: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or CGounar des.
SENATOR GOUNARDES: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Giffo.
SENATOR CGRI FFQO Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Har ckham
SENATOR HARCKHAM Her e.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hel m ng.
SENATOR HELM NG Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hi nchey.
SENATOR HI NCHEY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Hoyl man- Si gal .

present,

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Jackson.
SENATOR JACKSON: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kavanagh.
SENATOR KAVANAGH: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lanza.
SENATOR LANZA: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Li u.
SENATOR LI U Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Martinez.
SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Martins.
SENATOR MARTI NS: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mattera.
SENATOR NMATTERA: Her e.

THE PRESI DENT: A quorumis

and the Senate may proceed.
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Good afternoon.

(Response of "good afternoon.™)

THE PRESI DENT: As the President of
the Senate, it is my distinct honor to wel cone
all of you to the 2025 | egi sl ative session.

And let nme first just say
Happy New Year to everyone. | hope you all had a
very bl essed hol i day season.

To the esteened Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins, it is always good to see you.
And t hank you for the invitation to preside over
the Senate. And thank you for your |eadership to
Deputy Majority Leader G anaris, Mnority Leader
Ott, Deputy Mnority Leader Lanza, and to all of
the nenbers of this incredible body.

As we gat her here today and mark the
start of a new legislative session, nmay it al so
mark the start of new opportunities to
col | aborate and work together to deliver to
communities all across our great state.

Let us renenber that governing is
not the same as canpai gning. Governing is about
representation. Everyone in this body, everyone
in this body, represents real people, real

famlies with real hopes and dreanms. And we do
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right by them when we govern responsibly,
effectively, collaboratively, with transparency
and accountability.

Qur diverse points of view should
not be a weakness to exploit in order to score
political points, but rather a strength to be
| everaged in order to deliver nmeaningful results
for all New Yorkers fromevery walk of |ife.

We are, before anything el se, public
servants, here to serve, ideally froma place of
genui ne concern for our fell ow New Yorkers and
with real Iove for the place we all call hone.
We all love New York. W all |ove our great
country. And ny hope in these politically
divisive times is that each of us, by way of
exanple, can inspire those we serve to heed their
better angels.

As President Lincoln once said in
his first inaugural address: "W are not
enem es, but friends. W nust not be enem es.
Though passion may have strained it nust not
break our bonds of affection. The nystic cords
of menory, stretching fromevery battlefield and
patri ot grave to every living heart and

hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet
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swel | the chorus of the Union when again touched,
as surely they will be, by the better angels of
our nature."

As | eaders, let us set the exanple.
| certainly |Iook forward to working with every
single one of you as | continue to build out the
New York State O fice of Service and
C vic Engagenent, which I'mincredibly proud to
lead. | had the opportunity to connect with a
nunber of you about how we can work together to
uplift conmunities through service and civic
engagenent, and | | ook forward to connecting with
nore of you in the com ng year.

Each of you has a deep connection
with the communities you represent and what their
needs and priorities are. And | would be honored
to work with you to ensure that this new office
enpowers fol ks all across New York to find
greatness within.

As Dr. King once said: "Everybody
can be great, because everybody can serve. You
don't have to have a coll ege degree to serve.

You don't have to make your subject and your verb
agree to serve ... You only need a heart full of

grace, a soul generated by |ove."
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So let's get busy being great and
| ove each other. Thank you.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Governor Del gado. And thank you for joining us
for today's openi ng session.

Can you pl ease recogni ze
Senator Ortt for remarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ott.

SENATCR ORTT: Good afternoon,

Li eut enant Gover nor.

And good afternoon to ny coll eagues
fromaround the state on both sides of the aisle.
It's always good to be back on this day. 1| told
my nmenbers this norning, you know, today's
probably the best day of session -- except for
the | ast day of session, right? That's kind of
how it goes.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: But today is a good
day. It always rem nded ne kind of |ike, you
know, back to school, right? Everyone's got
t heir new back-to-school clothes on, their new
threads, and we're all excited, the post-holiday

gl ow.
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But it's also when there's a | ot of
optimsm R ght? It's a new year. Yes, there
are many challenges in front of us, but none of
t hose chal l enges, in ny estinmation, are new.

They are chall enges that have existed now either
for several years or they're challenges that have
existed in front of the state in the past. And
previ ous | egislatures, previous governors,

previ ous adm ni strations have had to grapple with
simlar issues. And | believe | would say nany
times they have grappled with it and they have
effectively addressed those issues.

So now the question is the

chal I enges, |ike any | egislature convening around
the country today -- every state |legislature, our
Congress -- will we be able to step up and face

and deal with the challenges facing us here in
this body, inthis state, in this nmonment? And
bei ng, today, a day of optimsm today is a day
where we can say yes, we hope so.

Now, not everything is able to get
done in every session. Right? Qherw se you
woul dn't have to conme back. It would be one
session, we would do it, and that would be the

end of it.
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But today is a day when we are
hopeful, we are optimstic. And it's a day when
we get to come back, there's some new nenbers
here -- I'"mgoing to tal k about one of them
now -- we get to see old friends but, | think
just as inportantly, hopefully we get to make new
friends.

And | ook forward -- | know ny
col | eagues do, nmy nenbers in the Republican
Conference | ook forward to working with our
col | eagues across the aisle where we can, and
hopeful |l y do address the issues facing the people
of New York State, which are as true for people
in Manhattan as they are in N agara County and
are as true for people in the North Country as
they are in Nassau and everywhere in between.

One of those new nmenbers -- |I'm
proud to wel cone back certainly all ny nmenbers.
Everyone that was here |ast year cane back, which
isinmy viewa very good thing. And we have a
new nmenber, Senator Chan, who represents
Senate District 17 in Brooklyn.

Senator Chan is a Marine. So
Senat or Sanders, you've got soneone el se here for

you, right, another Marine.
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W have -- he is a former NYPD
sergeant, so he is soneone who has served this
country in mlitary uniform He's al so soneone
who's served the great City of New York in the
uni form of the NYPD Blue. And he is also the
first Asian-Anmerican Republican State Senator in
our state's history.

So, Senator Chan, welcome to the
New York State Senate.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR ORTT: | know Senat or Chan
is ready to get to work, along with all of ny
ot her col |l eagues.

Briefly -- because | don't think
today is really a policy speech day -- but we all
know the issues facing our state. W just
concl uded an el ection cycle where we heard al
about the issues from candidates running for a
nmyriad of offices obviously right here in
New Yor k, whether it was congressional, Senate,
Assenbly. And we saw how the voters felt on
t hese issues.

So we tal k about affordability.
That's a termthat is going to be brought up

t oday, brought up next week. Wen the Governor
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no doubt gives her State of the State, |I'msure
we wi Il hear about affordability. W've heard
about affordability a lot in the |ast several
years.

Unfortunately, fromny vantage
poi nt, we haven't done as much on affordability.
In fact, our conference | think would argue we
have contributed to naking New York | ess
af f ordabl e going forward. And voters have said
that has to change. Voters are concerned about
affordability.

What does that nean? They're
concerned about the noney in their wallet and
having less of it -- having less of it to pay
their bills, to heat their homes, to put their
ki ds through college, having less of it to
provide for their famlies, for their hopes and
dreanms. As, Lieutenant CGovernor, you outlined |
think very well, hopes and dreans usually cost
nmoney. Unfortunately. And if people are going
to meet their hopes and dreans in New York, we
have to nmake this state nore affordable for them
to reach their hopes and dreans here and not in
ot her states, as we know we've seen peopl e do.

Crinme remains a ngjor issue. |'m
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not going to go into all these horrible

i nci dences that have happened recently, but we
all see them W all see the videos. W all
know them And | think we all, | believe we all
are horrified when we see these things occur.

But we have to do sonethi ng about
it. W have to be honest about how we got there,
and we have to take action. And that takes
political will, political courage. And our
conference stands ready to take that action.

Certainly when we tal k about issues
the issue of immgration, both nationally and
here in New York State, is a big issue. And we
know it's an issue. W knowit's an issue for
New Yorkers, for voters, for people in New York
City as well as in other parts of the state.

| amvery excited -- and | know sone
of ny colleagues will not share ny enthusiasm
but I amvery excited about the transfer of
federal admi nistrations and the incom ng Trunp
adm nistration. And | hope -- |I'mnot so caught
up in the nmonment of optimsmthat | think it wll
be easy or that it will be all the time, but I
hope that this body, that this Governor will work

with the Trunp admi nistration on issues |ike
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affordability, on issues |ike immgration, for
the betternment of New Yorkers, and not work
agai nst the administration for the betternent of
our political careers.

New Yor kers have spoken. The
Ameri can peopl e have spoken. The issues of
affordability and crine and i nm gration and
energy are not just New York issues, they're
i ssues across the country. And we have an
obligation to address those issues regardl ess of
political party.

And | am hopeful that we will -- |I'm
| ooking forward to working with two prom nent
New Yorkers: Elise Stefanik, who will soon be
the U S. Anbassador to the United Nations, and
Lee Zeldin, who served in this body as a State
Senat or and obviously is soon to head up the EPA,
whi ch no doubt | think will have rea
i mplications, hopefully positive ones, for the

St ate of New York.

So M. President, | look forward to
the new year. | look forward to the new
adm nistration in Washington. | look forward to

nmy col |l eagues here in this body working with

Senat or Chan, as well as ny coll eagues across the
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aisle, for the betternent of the people of this
state on the issues that we know are facing them
and driving them out.

And | say the driving them out part
because | think at the end of the day that is the
si ngl e biggest challenge and threat to the future
viability of our state. |If we are |osing our
nost val uabl e asset -- which is people -- to
ot her states, then that affects the econony, it
affects enployers, it affects who pays the taxes
to fund the prograns that people do need.

And so we have to do sonet hi ng about
that. And | amoptimstic and | am hopeful that
everyone in this chanber shares the politica
will and courage to do just that today.

So, M. Lieutenant Governor, nice to
see you here in this chanmber. You' re always
wel come back. Don't just nake it a one day on
the first day. | know you' ve got to be here
t oday, but we're always happy to have you back
here whenever you want to. Thank you for your
i ndul gence.

And to ny col | eague Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, Majority Leader Andrea

St ewart - Cousi ns, thank you for your partnership.
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| thank her for our many conversations on the
phone where she listens to ne sonetines go on and
on and rant and, you know, just do what | have to
do and express ny views. But we have a great

rel ati onship and one that |I'mvery proud of,
because it's not al ways easy when you're in these
rol es, |eading conferences, to try to find that
common ground and have that dial ogue. And
certainly to ny coll eague Senator G anaris.

And then ny partner, to ny right --
maybe figuratively, but maybe politically -- is
our great deputy, Senator Andy Lanza. And
Senat or Lanza does a great job here. He's on the
floor a lot. But he's npbst excited because now
wi th Senator Chan, he is no |onger the | one
Republican in New York Cty. And so --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: So | know he's happy
about that.

(Appl ause; | aughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: And to the famlies
that are here, maybe you're here for the first
tinme. It's a renmarkable chanmber. It's a
remar kabl e building. And | know I've said this

before, and it's really true for me: Sonetines
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t hi nk when we conme here all the tine, every week,
you sort of take advantage -- or you take for
granted that we work here. And we shouldn't do
that. And today, with you here, it's always a
stark rem nder how privileged we are and how
honored and awesone the responsibility is to work
in this chanber on behal f of the people of the
State of New York. So thank you for being here.

M. Lieutenant Governor, thank you
for being here.

God bl ess.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senator Ott, for expressing the spirit of
optimsm And you are right that it is always
important to listen. Listening is very
fundanental to how we col | aborate and build
t oget her.

To Senator Chan, wel come, and thank
you for your service to our country and to
New Yor k.

And to the famlies as well who are
having this experience today for the first tine.
It is good to be with you as well. As

Senator Ortt said, it is a nagnificent, awesone
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space to be in that we should al ways cheri sh.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| have a resolution at the desk. |
ask that the resolution be read and nove for its
i mredi at e adoption and for the opportunity to be
hear d.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1, by Senator G anaris, providing for the
el ection of Andrea Stewart-Cousins as Tenporary
President of the Senate for the years 2025-2026

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: John J.
Dunnigan. Now, there's a name we've not heard in
along time. A long tine.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Who is
he?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: He was --
Senat or Dunni gan, for those of you that nay not
be famliar with him was the Majority Leader of

t his chanber al nost a hundred years ago.
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Now, why is he special? Wll, for
one thing, he was a Denocrat, which gives him
extra points in ny book. He was the author of
the state's parimutuel betting law.  So,

Senat or Addabbo, extra appreciation for
Maj ority Leader Dunni gan.

But for our purposes here today,
nost notably, he was the Majority Leader of the
State Senate for 2,188 days. He was the
| ongest -serving Denocrat Majority Leader in
New York State history.

He al so was the author of one of the
first efforts to establish an equal rights
amendnent in New York State, unsuccessfully. In
1919 he introduced that proposal.

So it's only fitting that that job,
with the help of the voters a couple of nonths
ago, was finally finished under the | eadership of
Andrea Stewart-Cousins. Because this past Sunday
the woman sitting next to nme served her
2,189th day as Majority Leader in the
State Senate.

(St andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: So | take it

you've all figured out that 2,189 is one nore
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than 2,188 --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- and she is
now t he | ongest-serving Denocrat Majority Leader
in our state's history.

O course the first woman to serve
in that role, the first Black woman to serve in
that role. But her achievenents are so nmuch nore
than being first on so nany lists. Because it
has been quite a six years that we have had with
Andrea Stewart-Cousins as the | eader of this
body.

For those of you that were around
back then -- and there's fewer and fewer of us as
time goes on -- the reputation of this body let's
just say was | ess than stellar before her
ascension to Majority Leader in 2019. And now,
six years later, we can have our policy
di sagreenents -- and we often do -- but nobody,
but nobody questions the integrity of this body
and the character with which it is governed.

On housing, which is an issue that
we care greatly about, the strongest housing
protections the state has ever seen are now in

pl ace.
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We have finally, finally resol ved
the i ssue of funding our schools in conpliance
with the state constitutional requirenents, which
was sonet hing that puzzl ed previous
adm ni strations of the Senate.

And of course we have created
historic protections in our time in the Majority
for so many individuals throughout this state who
have been discrim nated agai nst and abused over
t he decades.

But it's not just what has happened,
but what remains to be done. You heard
Senator Ortt tal k about affordability. Yes,
we're going to hear a |lot about affordability, as
we have in the past and certainly will now. It
is top of mind for so many of the people we
represent.

And | think affordability for so
many of us nmeans nore than just making it easier
for wealthy people to live here and nmaking it
harder for working people. | think you will see
a dedicated effort to continue maki ng New York
which is a very expensive place, easier for
people to provide for their famlies, to care for

their children, to go and get healthcare -- nore
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so, certainly, than has been done in the past.

We al so expect, with respect to
Senator Ortt's statenent in this regard, but |
think we're expecting sone curve balls out of
Washi ngton, D.C., that we perhaps can't even
anticipate that we're going to have to deal wth.
And there is no one whose steady hand | woul d
want on the wheel as we react to that than
Andrea Stewart- Cousins, who has shown the type of
st eady | eadershi p and sober |eadership that is
prepared to deal with this nonent.

And so once again -- |1've had the
privilege of giving this nom nating speech now
four times, and it is one of the greatest honors
of ny service here in the State Senate to get to
present to the people of this state, to the
people of this State Senate, the opportunity to
support the greatest Majority Leader New York
State has ever had in its history, Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

M. President, | encourage all ny
col | eagues to vote yes on this resolution

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution offered by Senator G anaris. Al

those in favor signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

| now call on Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins to cone forward to be sworn as
Tenporary President of the Senate by Judge Rowan
W son, Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals.

(Chi ef Judge W1 son and
Senator Stewart-Cousins nove to the center of the
chanber.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: I'd like
my famly to join -- ny daughter Candice, ny son
Kevin and ny daughter-in-law Kecia, and the child
that you' ve seen grow up, now a senior in Howard:
Kendal | .

CHI EF JUDGE W LSON: Rai se your
ri ght hand, Senator, and repeat after ne: |,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: |, Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns - -

CHI EF JUDGE W LSON: -- do solemmly
swear - -

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- do
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solemly swear --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: --
and defend --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
uphol d and defend --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: --
Constitution of the United States --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
Constitution of the United States --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: --
Constitution --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
t he constitution --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: --
great State of New York --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
great State of New York --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: --

fulfill the duties of the office --
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
fulfill the duties of the office --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: --
Tenporary President --
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:

Tenporary President --

to uphold

-- to
t he

-- the
and the

-- and
of the

-- of the
and to

-- and to
of

-- of
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CH EF JUDGE W LSON: -- and
Majority Leader --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
Majority Leader --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: -- of the
Senate of the State of New York --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- of the
Senate of the State of New York --

CH EF JUDGE W LSON: -- to the best
of ny ability --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- to the
best of ny ability --

CHI EF JUDGE W LSON: -- so ne help
me God.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- SO
hel p nme CGod.

CH EF JUDGE W LSON:
Congr at ul ati ons.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nmuch.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation, and
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins approaches the
dai s.)

THE PRESI DENT: Congr at ul ati ons,

Majority Leader Stewart- Cousins.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |
think we are now going to hear remarks fromthe
newy reelected Majority Leader of the
State Senate.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes. Majority
Leader Stewart-Cousins, please cone forward for
openi ng remarks.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nuch.

So good afternoon.

(Response of "good afternoon.™)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | am --
it really has that first day of schoo
at nrosphere. So for all of you young peopl e here
who think that we don't get just as excited on
the first day, now you know. W do.

And | really want to thank our
Li eut enant Governor for always being present when
cal |l ed upon and al ways bringing, you know, your
wi sdom and your perspective to this opening day
cerenmony. W so appreciate you and | ook forward
to working with you during this year.

And of course to Rabbi Mara Young,

t hank you so rmuch, Rabbi. | |oved the netaphor,
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clinbing those mountains. | know that many of us
bel i eve that once we've clinbed that nountain
we've arrived. And clearly those of us who know
t hat those nountains never recede, we need the
energy and the inspiration to continue to go.

And as long as we are here, we know that working
t oget her, we can achi eve high heights. Thank you
so nmuch for being present and rem ndi ng us of

t hat .

And to all of our famlies who are
here, again, | think what you said, Leader Ott,
was true. You know, people -- we kind of take
for granted, we conme in, we do our work. But it
is an extraordinary place to be and to actually
represent so many folks in our district.

But the fact that we are all here is
because we do have the support of so many of our
famly menbers. And certainly ny famly has
sacrificed for years and years -- and nost of you
do -- in order to allowus to sit in these very
magni fi cent chanbers and do that work. So we do
appreci ate you, and we are very, very happy that
you are here.

| also really want to give a specia

wel come back to Senator Mark Wal czyk.
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You know

what |'mthinking. As you know, Senator, there
were a | ot of people who were happy --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: It's an
inside joke. But we are certainly happy to have
you back safe and sound and really, really
appreci ate your work on behal f of our nation,
your service on behal f of our nation.

(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You
notice what | said, there are sonme peopl e that
wer e happy, well, you know, the |aughter was kind
of , you know - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So it's
an honor to mark the start of another session as
Senate Majority Leader. And, you know, this work
could not -- not be done without really the
support not only of my incredible, incredible
conference and all of you here. But certainly |
want to give a special shout out to ny deputy,
Deputy M ke G anaris. Thank you so nmuch for what

you do.
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you

for the fourth nomn -- and it was nme sitting
next to you who said "Wo?" when you were talking
about the Senator, because it was so |ong ago
that 1'd certainly lost track. But you see
people |ike you actually pay attention to those
things. So it really is an honor.

And agai n, thanks for keeping the
trains running and for being by ny side every
step of this journey.

For us today it is really not just
t he opening of session, it's a day for all of us
to take tine to reconnect, to refocus, to
recommt to inportant work that we do together.
| kind of, you know, am excited too.

And Senator Ott, | look forward to
wor king with our coll eagues across the aisle and
certainly to continue our partnership with
Governor Hochul, with Speaker Heastie in the
Assenbly, and to acconplish the people' s work.

Now | want to talk a little bit
about the new ngjority class in the Senate,
because |'ve found that in every incom ng group

of people there's a certain thing, a
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characteristic. And last tine we were here
during opening day two years ago when we had a
new cl ass, we had the historic all-ferale class
of Senators. Never -- never seen before in this
chanber, and | don't believe in the Assenbly as
wel | .

But now they're old hands. They've
been around. But now we have another new cl ass.
And this is a newclass that | can't really cal
freshmen because each of themis comng to us
wi th an extensive |egislative background and
experi ence.

So why don't | begin with one nenber
who cones directly fromthe Assenbly, and
sonmebody who's no stranger to this building,
former Assenbl ywoman, now Senator Pat Fahy.

Pat, wel cone.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And she's
the first wonan to represent the Al bany-based
seat. So congratul ati ons, Senator Fahy.

Next, Senator Siela Bynoe, comng to
us from Nassau County.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Bef ore
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t hat, she was a nenber of the |ocal board of
education before she was a county | egi sl ator.

And she too is shattering a glass ceiling. She's
the first Black State Senator from Long I sl and.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Chris Ryan -- cone on, stand up

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: He was
also a former |ocal town board nenber, and he was
the mnority | eader of the Onondaga County
Legi slature as well as being the president of
CWA Local 1123.

Wel conme, Chris Ryan.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And from
the great State of Buffalo --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: - o will
say what she said: Rough Buff.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
April Baskin --

(Appl ause.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- who
served as the chair of the Erie County
Legi slature. And she also -- another ceiling
breaker -- is the first Black woman el ected to
the State Senate from Buffalo

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So by the

way, with the addition of these three new fenal e

Senators, this chamber -- | know, listen to
this -- a historic nunber of wonen sitting in the
Senat e.

(Cheers; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yay!
Twenty-two. Stand up, ladies. Let the |adies
stand up. Stand up, | adies.

(Conti nui ng appl ause; cheers.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you. Thank you. Yay! And all who support --

you guys can stand up too. Cone on, guys, stand

up. | don't want you all to feel -- | didn't
want you to feel left out. | want you to stand
up too. You can -- after the |adies, though.

(Laughter.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Vel l, you

know, this is a big deal for ne. Wen | first
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canme, in 2007, there were nine wonen in the
chanber. Only nine. And | really want to rem nd
us that here in New York as well as in the
nation, you know, wonen are holding up at | east
50 percent of New York in terns of population.
So, you know, we're not there, but we're
certainly getting there.

And, you know, | like to say to

stand up because representation matters. And of

course wel cone, Senator Chan, as well. It is
you -- you too, as Senator Ott said --
(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: --
besi des being a veteran, a ceiling breaker as
wel | .

So there is no question that we are
entering a year defined by enornous chall enges.
Yes, with the incomng admnistration in
Washi ngton, uncertainty does hang heavy in the
air. But let nme be clear. New York has never
been a state to back down. And when others seek
to divide, we stand united and tall. W do not
just endure chall enges; we neet them head on and
we |l ead the way for the nation

This year we have a vita
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| egi sl ati ve wi ndow to address our residents' real
struggl es and conti nue being a beacon of hope, of
progress, and of resilience for the entire
country.

Amid m xed national election results
this past Novenmber, we in this chanber were sent
back to the people with a mandate to conti nue our
transformati ve work, the work that we've set out
to do since 2019. Since 2019 we've delivered
transformative change, always focused on hel ping
everyday New Yorkers, fromfully funding public
education to passing nuch-needed voting reforns
like early voting. W' ve taken bold steps to
protect our environment, expand opportunities for
af f ordabl e hi gher education, safeguard Medi caid,
fortify reproductive freedons through shield
laws -- and, yes, a strong Equal Rights
Amendnent .

We've also stood firmy in support
of municipalities, our safety net hospitals, and
essential services across our state. W've
al ways kept our focus on affordability. Wile
we' ve nade great strides by expandi ng the
Earned I ncone Tax Credit, capping property taxes,

rai sing the m ni num wage, and securing and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

40

expanding paid famly | eave, we know famlies are
still feeling the pinch. And we know the
chal | enges ahead require naintaining and
strengthening our resolve to nake New York nore
af f or dabl e.

As the New York Senate Majority,
we're in our conmunities taking action on things
that matter nost. Qur constituents know us
because they see us fighting for them And after
hal f a decade of showi ng up, doing the work
delivering results, they know that we'll neet
t hat nmoment .

We're not a one-and-done conference.
Al t hough Senate Denobcrats have been the
architects of New York's bol dest policies, there
is much nore to be done. One of the challenges
to working famlies and our |ocal economes is
the uncertainty in Washington. Wen federa
funding is threatened, everyone is harnmed, and
certainly the nost vulnerable are hit the
har dest .

But here in New York we've
repeatedly proven that we can and will step up to
protect our residents. That neans buil ding on

the progress that we've made: Expandi ng
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uni versal prekindergarten, taking it one step
further by noving closer to universal childcare,
because working parents deserve affordable

hi gh-quality care for their children. Continuing
to fully fund our public schools. Ensuring that
every child, no matter their zip code, has the
tools they need to succeed. And cutting the cost
of everyday essentials by continuing to fight for
nmeani ngf ul prescription drug reforns and reduced
prices for our consuners. No New Yorker should
put of f medical care due to worry about the cost.

Furthernore, as New Yorkers grappl e
with their utility bills, we'll double down on
efforts to | ower the cost of energy and protect
rat epayers fromprice gouging, all this while
continuing to tackle exorbitant costs at the
regi ster for food and cl ot hing.

We'll continue to stand up for our
farmers, because they are a critical piece of our
fight for affordable food. Because we all know
if there's no farnms, there is no food.

We're building our efforts to
address New York's housing crisis by protecting
tenants and naking bold investnents in affordable

wor ki ng-cl ass and m ddl e-i ncome housing to ensure
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that every New Yorker has a place to call hone.
And we will continue to fight for policies that
make it easier for first-tinme honmebuyers to get
their foot in the door.

We' Il support our existing prograns
that will keep people in their homes amd
fi nanci al setbacks and advance policies that keep
the cost of living down for seniors and our
veterans and others on fixed incones.

W will also redouble our efforts to
make hi gher education nore affordabl e, because
the path to the mddle class begins with
opportunities that are accessible to all.

As the birthplace of the Anerican
| abor nmovement, we know that unions are one of
the surest paths to the mddle class. W'l|
continue to advance robust | abor protections and
benefits to expand our workforce fromthe ground
up. We'll remain a safe haven where the right to
organi ze and col l ectively bargain is not just
recogni zed but encouraged. And we wll once
agai n chanpi on i nprovenents to worker benefits
i ke tenporary disability insurance while
continuing to advance neasures that nake it

easier to join our public workforce.
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By the sane token, our conference
has proudly fought for Main Street by injecting
billions of dollars into small busi nesses and
cultural institutions. This year we'll recommt
our efforts to these economc drivers to ensure
that the cost of doing business in New York
doesn't shutter our nomns-and- pops.

Tackling the affordability crisis
and getting New Yorkers back on track nust be our
top priority, but we can't ease up on the fight
for our nost basic freedoms. We will continue to
protect the rights of all New Yorkers and wil|l
once again | ook to bol ster reproductive health
freedons. For decades we were told that Roe v.
Wade was settled | aw and woul d never change.
Well, we know that was a fal se prom se

This year is the eve of the
250t h anni versary of our great nation, and
New York played a critical role in the birth of
our great denocracy. All of us in this chanber
are tasked with protecting that denocracy.
That's why we'l|l be chargi ng ahead at the top of
this session with a renewed voting rights
package.

We cannot ignore the weight of this
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nmoment. Forces of extrem sm are worki ng harder

t han ever to sow division and discord. Here in
New York we will rise above the chaos. We'll
chart a course grounded in equity, in fairness,
and in opportunity for all. This is our chance.
It's our responsibility to lead not just for
today but for future generations. Together we
will nmeet the challenges of this nonent and show
the nation what true | eadership | ooks like --
true representational |eadership |ooks |ike.

Thank you for standing with us,
believing in what we can acconplish together, and
your unwaveri ng dedication to building, yes, an
af fordabl e, safer, fairer and stronger New York

Thank you very much

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Majority
Leader Stewart- Cousins.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a resolution at the desk adopting the
rules of the Senate. Can we take that up at this
tinme.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||

r ead.
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THE SECRETARY:

2, by Senator Stewart - Cousins,

Senat e Resol uti on

provi ding for the

adoption of the Rules of the Senate for the years

2025-2026.
THE PRESI DENT:
the resolution. Al those in

sayi ng aye.

The question is on

favor signify by

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT:

Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT:
adopt ed.
Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S

The resolution is

Now t here's

anot her resolution at the desk, calling for the

el ection of the Secretary of the Senate.

take that up, please.

THE PRESI DENT:
read.

THE SECRETARY:

3, by Senator Stewart-Cousins:

Can we

The Secretary w ||

Senat e Resol uti on

RESOLVED, That

Al ej andra Paul i no of Al bany, New York, be, and

she hereby is, elected Secretary of the Senate

for the years 2025-2026.
THE PRESI DENT:

The question is on
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the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Ms. Paulino, | ask that you pl ease
come forward to receive your oath of office while
Senat or Stewart-Cousins perfornms the swearing in.

(Ms. Paulino and Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns nove to the center of the
chanber.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Rai se
your right hand. And again, thank you so nuch
for all you do for all of us to nake sure that
t hese chanbers and everything that goes on works

snoothly. So Al ejandra, thank you.

So you'll repeat after nme and state
your nane: |, state your nanme --

V5. PAULI NO. |, Al ejandra Noel
Paulino --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- do

solemly swear --

V5. PAULI NO. -- do solemmly
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swear --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: --to
uphol d and support the Constitution of the
United States --

V5. PAULI NO. -- to uphold and
support the Constitution of the United States --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- the
Constitution of the State of New York --

M5. PAULING -- the Constitution of
the State of New York --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and to
dutifully performny duties as Secretary of the
New York State Senate --

MS. PAULI NO -- and to
dutifully --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: --
perform - -

V5. PAULI NO. -- performall of the
duties as Secretary of the New York State
Senate --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- to the
best of ny ability --

V5. PAULI NO. -- to the best of ny
ability --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- SO
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hel p nme CGod.

V5. PAULI NO. -- so help me God

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
Congr at ul ati ons.

V5. PAULI NO. Thank you.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Congr at ul ati ons,
Ms. Paul i no.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is a
resol ution pertaining to the appointnent of the
Sergeant-at-Arns. Let's take up that resol ution,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
4, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESCLVED, That
Benjamn M Sturges Il be, and he hereby is,
el ected Sergeant-at-Arns of the Senate for the
years 2025-2026.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

For the record, Benjam n Sturges has
been el ected Sergeant-at-Arns for the years
2025- 2026.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is a
resol uti on appoi nti ng Cat heri ne Kirkl and as
Senat e Stenographer. Let's take that up, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
5, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESCLVED, That
Cat heri ne Kirkland be, and she hereby is, elected
the O ficial Stenographer of the Senate for the
years 2025-2026.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
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adopt ed.

For the record, Catherine Kirkland
has been elected Oficial Stenographer of the
Senate for the years 2025-2026. It is my honor
to present to you the Oficial Stenographer of
t he Senate.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | find this next
one nore procedural and technical, because we
know we work all hours of the day and night. But
there is a resolution setting forth the hours of
the Senate --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- for 2025 to
2026. Let's take that up, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
6, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, providing for the
hours of neeting by the Senate for the years
2025- 2026.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by

sayi ng aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's now take
up the resolution appointing a commttee of two
to informthe Governor.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
7, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESOLVED, That
Tenporary President appoint a conmttee of two,
conprised of Senator Baskin and Senator Rolison,
for the purpose of inform ng the Governor that
the Senate is organi zed and ready to proceed with
busi ness.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
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adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up, the
resol uti on appointing the conmttee of two, being
Senat or Fahy and Senator Wal czyk, to informthe
Assenbly. Please take that up

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
8, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESCLVED, That
t he Tenporary President appoint a conmttee of
two, conprised of Senator Fahy and
Senat or WAl czyk, for the purpose of waiting upon
the Assenbly and inform ng that body that the
Senate is assenbled and ready to proceed with
busi ness.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, | hand up the
foll owi ng conmttee and conference assi gnnents
for the Majority Conference and ask that it be
filed in the Journal

THE PRESI DENT: The hand-up is
recei ved and shall be filed in the Journal

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, in consultation
with Senator Ortt, | hand up the follow ng
commttee assignnents of the Mnority Conference
and ask that it please be filed in the Journal.

THE PRESI DENT: The hand-up is
recei ved and shall be filed in the Journal

SENATCOR G ANARI S: If we could
return to nmessages fromthe Governor, | believe
we have a nessage.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

(Pause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate has
received the Governor's invitation to the State
of the State on January 14th, and it will be
noted in the Journal.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk today?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, January 13th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senate will stand adjourned until Mbnday,
January 13th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

The Senate is adjourned.

(Whereupon, at 1:13 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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