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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

June 7, 2024
12: 28 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Today' s
prayer will conme fromthe Assistant Deputy
Lay Leader of the Youth Pastorship of the
Butl er Menorial United Methodist Church, the
Reverend Dr. Janmal Bail ey.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Good
afternoon, everyone.

(Response of "Good afternoon.™)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Let us
pray.

Qur nost nerciful Father, we thank
You for bringing us to this point. W thank You
for the energy you' ve given us to zeal ously
advocate for our constituents. W thank You for
the spirited debates that we have in this
chanber.

But nost inportantly, Lord, we thank
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You for each other. And we thank You for You.
May Your countenance and grace shine down upon us
and give us traveling nmercies as we travel to
pl aces near and far -- to those who |ove us, to
t hose who | oat he us, and everyone in between.

May You continue to bless us every
si ngl e day upon today, as we renenber that hands
who once picked cotton now pick presidents, and
t hose who are now persecuted may prosecute, and
we all have a place on Your earth and in this
pl anet .

In the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, we pray. Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Thur sday, June 6, 2024, the Senate nmet pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Wdnesday,
June 5, 2024, was read and approved.

On notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Ranps noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 1303A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 4924A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 211

Senat or Har ckham noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber
9169A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 7781A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 369.

Senat or Bail ey noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Investigations and
Government QOperations, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5730B
and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 3249B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 397.

Senat or CGounardes noves to
di scharge, fromthe Comm ttee on Corporations,
Aut horities and Comm ssions, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 9699 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8872, Third Readi ng Cal endar 959.

Senat or Ranps noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 8947C and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8358C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1055.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
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fromthe Commttee on Aging, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 9369A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8760A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1059.
Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Aging, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 5790B and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8865, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1060.
Senat or May noves to discharge, from
the Commttee on Energy and Tel econmuni cati ons,
Assenbly Bill Number 9105A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7868A, Third Reading
Cal endar 1180.
Senat or Har ckham noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 10284 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 9825, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1752.
Senat or CGounardes noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9616C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 9174C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1779.
And Senat or Sepul veda noves to
di scharge, fromthe Cormittee on Cities 1
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8864A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7383A, Third Reading
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Cal endar 308.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Al right. Good
afternoon, M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: -- Reverend
Dr. Bail ey.

We're going to sinultaneously call a
neeting of the Rules Committee in Room 332 and
take up the active |ist.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rules Committee in Room 332, as we commence the
active list.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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165, Senate Print 3282A, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 165, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, O Mara, Ott and
Weber. Ayes, 51 -- oh, Senator Wber in the
affirmative.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
211, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1303A, by
Assenbl ynmenber C ark, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
222, Senate Print 8190, by Senator Parker, an
ability directing the New York State Energy
Research and Devel opnent Authority to study
feasibility and efficiency of independently
constructed m crogrids.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
308, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8864A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Raj kumar, an act to anmend the
New York City Charter.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
369, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9169A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Burdick, an act to anend the

Correcti on Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 369, voting in the negative:

Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
397, Assenbly Bill Nunber 5730B, by
Assenbl ynmenber Zaccaro, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6015

roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
638, Senate Print Nunmber 3185A, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal endar
Nunber 833, Senate Print 4909B, by
Senat or Sepul veda, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 833, voting in the negative:
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
898, Senate Print 8708A, by Senator Rhoads, an

act inrelation to authorizing the John Thei ssen

Chi l dren Foundation, Inc., to receive retroactive

real property tax exenpt status.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 898, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
959, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9699, by
Assenbl ynmenber Sinon, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
969, Senate Print 6803B, by Senator Gonzal ez, an

act to anmend the Public Service Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day --

SENATOR PALUVMBO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
973, Senate Print 8649, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1028, Senate Print 9047, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anend Chapter 783 of the Laws of 1974.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1037, Senate Print 2853A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

First of all, I'd like to thank the
sponsor for this bill. As soneone who's in the
hospitality business, | can tell you that we have

a lot of antiquated | aws out there. But this one
in particular is a good bill because it allows a
restaurant, a bar, to go to a liquor store and
purchase a small anount of bottl es.

This is the hospitality business.
| f you' re out of sonething that a custoner wants
and it's Saturday or it's a Friday night after
t he whol esal ers are cl osed, you should be able to
go and get that bottle, be able to neet the needs
of that customer or that guest. And that's
really inportant here.

So we have a long way to go to get
rid of all the antiquated Iaws in New York State
that really nake it difficult to do business, but
this is a step in the right direction and |"1
vote aye

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1055, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8947C, by
Assenbl ynmenber Reyes, an act to anend the
Labor Law.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

(Menber reaction.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
(Shouting.) Lay it aside!

(Laughter; menber reaction.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be laid very much so asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1059, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9369A, by
Assenbl ymenber McDonal d, an act to anmend the
El der Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1060, Assenbly Bill Nunber 5790B, by
Assenbl ynenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1061, Senate Print 8893, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1180, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9105A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Anderson, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1365, Senate Print 8799B, by Senator Sanders --

(O f the record.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Excuse
me. The Secretary will read on Cal endar Numnber
1311.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1311, Senate Print 7736B, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote. | apol ogize.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank our Environnental
chai r, Senator Harckham and Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins for bringing this |egislation
forward

My district is honme to one of the
| argest -- | would nost certainly say probably
one of the nost beautiful Finger Lakes, and
that's Cayuga Lake.

Cayuga Lake itself is surrounded by
a multitude of communities and supports an
agricultural and tourist econony relying on the
natural beauty of the lake, its clean water, and
the opportunity to visit the many vineyards found
al ong the Cayuga Lake Wne Trail.

For many years it has been honme to a
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salt mne, and in August of 2023 Cargill Inc.
began the process of putting up for sale the
Cayuga Salt M ne that has operated for nore than
five decades beneath Cayuga Lake in Lansing,

New York -- which is in Tonpkins County -- where
it operates on several thousand acres of land it
| eases from New York State.

The M ne Safety and Health
Adm ni stration has been able to inspect the
Cargill Salt Mne for worker safety, but the DEC
has not regularly inspected the mne for issues
relating to the protection of the Cayuga Lake
ecosystem to nonitor nore effectively for things
such as salination, just to nane a few.

This legislation, its aimis to
ensure that in the case of an accident and, nore
inmportantly, to ensure that the integrity of the
| ake is maintained and that the quality of the
dri nki ng water -- which inpacts about
100,000 residents -- is protected. If it is put
in jeopardy, it would endanger the region's
$3 billion, 60,000-enpl oyee food, w ne and
recreation tourism econony.

This legislation will bol ster

exi sting protections by explicitly requiring an
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envi ronnmental inpact statement for mning under a

| ake where there has not been one for the
precedi ng 20 years, as well as updating the
reclamation plan, along with appropriate
financial security to ensure the communities
relying on Cayuga Lake and its watershed are
protected from potential harm
As clinmate change threatens

freshwat er resources worl dwi de, our precious

Fi nger Lakes al so nust be protected, and this

legislation is doing just that. It is aimed to
prevent a devastating -- and an expensive --
emer gency.

| proudly vote aye, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1365, Senate Print 8799B, by Senator Sanders, an

act to anend the H ghway Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1365, voting in the negative:

Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1380, Senate Print 1201C, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1599, Senate Print 9425B, by Senator Wber, an
act authorizing the Kolel Rachm strivka to
receive retroactive real property tax exenpt
st at us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1599, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1662, Senate Print 9301A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1662, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1745, Senate Print 9812A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1751, Senate Print 9824, by Senator Brisport, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1752, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10284, by
Assenbl ynmenber dick, an act to anend Chapter 550
of the Laws of 2013.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1763, Senate Print 7609B, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote
SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

Wil e | understand the purpose of

this bill -- to elimnate a quick decision on a
severance package -- New York still renmmins an
at-will-work state. That means, | think, many

enpl oyers, because of these | think very
burdensonme and restrictive rules, will just
choose not to offer a severance package at all.
| think that's bad for the workers, and I'll be
voti ng no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1763, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1766, Senate Print 8491A, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1777, Senate Print 9063B, by Senator Ott, an act
inrelation to authorizing the City of
Ni agara Falls to alienate and di scontinue the use
of certain parklands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. this
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1779, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9616C, by
Assenbl ynenber Rosenthal, an act to anend the
General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1780, Senate Print 9219B, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1793, Senate Print 9614B, by Senator Martinez, an
act relating to authorizing the State University
of New York at Stony Brook to | ease certain |ands
for the purpose of constructing a facility to
support research and devel oprent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 15. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1793, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Krueger, Liu, Mayer and
Ri ver a.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1822, Senate Print 9830, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend Chapter 719 of the Laws of 1982.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There's a
home-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1824, Senate Print 1292A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1824, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Brisport,
Gl livan, Hel m ng, Lanza, My, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1869, Senate Print 9721A, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1874, Senate Print 9831A, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 13. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1879, Senate Print Number 9842, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the

| nsurance Law.
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| ast section.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

roll.

the results.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 1879, voting in the negative are

Senators Borrell o, Oberacker, O Mara and Stec.

i s passed.

Pal unmbo.

i s passed.

1880, Senate

act to anend

| ast section.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 4.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Al so Senat or

Ayes, 50. Nays, 5.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
Print 9847, by Senator G anaris, an
the Agriculture and Markets Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
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THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1882, Senate Print 4246D, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1902, Senate Print 9673A, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering and
Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1902, voting in the negative are
Senators Brisport, Lanza, Oberacker and
Scar cel | a- Spant on.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1906, Senate Print 9849, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anend the New York City Public Wrks
| nvest nent Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| believe there's a report of the Rules Conmittee
at the desk

Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 3397A, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Educati on Law,

Senate Print 4764A, by
Senat or Lanza, an act to require the
commi ssioner of the Departnment of Civil Service
to prepare a report on certain civil service
titles;

Senate Print 5188, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the

Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;
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Senate Print 5481A, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
| nsur ance Law,
Senate Print 8472A, by
Senat or Jackson, an act to anend the
Retirement and Social Security Law,
Senate Print 9195, by
Senat or Rhoads, an act authorizing the
County of Nassau to alienate and sell parklands
to Lakeside Inn, Inc.;
Senate Print 9254, by
Senat or Pal unbo, an act to anend the
Retirement and Social Security Law,
Senate Print 9334, by
Senat or WAl czyk, an act to amend the
Crim nal Procedure Law,
Senate Print 9356, by
Senator Cleare, an act to amend the El der Law
Senate Print 9449A, by
Senat or Ryan, an act to extend the duration of
certain brownfield redevel opnent and
remedi ation tax credits;
Senate Print 9688, by
Senat or Fernandez, an act to anmend the

Real Property Tax Law,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6045

Senate Print 9752, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the Vehicle and
Traffic Law

Senate Print 9835, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 9840, by Senator Ranos,
an act to amend the Workers' Conpensation Law

And Senate Print 9857, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Court of Cains Act.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's read the nmessages fromthe Assenbly first.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Rivera
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Health,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8862 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7840, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 82.

Senat or Lanza noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 5080A and substitute it for the
i dentical Senate Bill Nunmber 4764A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1908.

Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal noves to

di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 2898A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 5481A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1910.

Senat or Rhoads noves to di scharge,

fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
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Nunber 6726A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 9195, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1912.

Senat or Pal unbo noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 10136 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 9254, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1913.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 10142 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 9356, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1915.

Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8324 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 9851, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1921.

Senat or Jackson noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 8918A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8472A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1911

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
in getting through the previous cal endar,

Senat or Ranps m ssed the opportunity to explain
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her vote on Cal endar 211. By consent, can we
all ow her to explain her vote on that bill now

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Certainly, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President. Thank you for letting me explain
ny vote

Today | rise as a proud nmenber of
this body to vote aye on elimnating the m ni num
earnings requirenent for the CCAP eligibility in
chil dcare.

This is a body that helped nme put in
pl ace a task force with a mandate to cut child
poverty in half by the year 2030 -- a body who
continues to prove we are taking that nandate
seriously. As a single nother of two boys
nmyself, | was proud to fight alongside all of you
to expand the eligibility for childcare
assistance to nore working famlies above the
i ncome thresholds that had been in place for
years, because we were just |eaving too many
New Yor kers who are struggling behind.

This bill corrects that by doing

away With the m ni num earni ngs requirenent that
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kept many |l owincone famlies fromreceiving the
help they need in order to take care of their
famlies. Passing this bill means 10,000 nore
famlies in New York State will be eligible to
receive childcare assistance. Qur nost

vul nerable famlies won't have to choose between
putting food on the table and taking care of
their famlies.

My hope is that we continue to work
together to ensure that no famly has to nake
such a choice, and that in this state we w ||
finally be able to enjoy universal childcare.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's now nove
on to the suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 82,
Assenbly Bill Nunber 8862, by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1907, Senate Print 3397A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very

much, M. President.
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And | want to thank ny col | eagues
for their support of this bill.

| think 1'"ve carried this bill for
seven sessions, and I'mdelighted it's finally
nmoving not just in this house but, it seens, in
the Assenbly as well

Here in New York State we have
maxi mum t enper at ures for places such as even
dog shelters, and yet we don't have naxi mum
tenperatures in place for the very classroons
that we send our kids to learn in and send our
educators to educate in.

Interestingly, we've long had a
m ni mum tenperature in classroons set here in
New York, and so the illogical sort of disparity
here whereby the state has, | guess, felt that,
you know, we are not okay with children freezing
to death in classroons, but absent a maxi num
tenperature we have | guess inplicitly been okay
with setting up heat boxes and in sonme cases
creating very dangerous | earning environnents.

We are looking to finally bring an
end to that disparity.

And so | want to thank ny col |l eagues

again. | want to thank the Majority Leader, who
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al so when -- especially when she first got here
was very invested and involved, | think carried a
simlar bill.

And | ook forward to sending this
bill to the Governor and hopefully it becom ng
|l aw so that we finally have safe, conducive
| earni ng environnents here in New York State.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.
SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.
| too rise in support of this bill.
| want to acknowl edge that it does
pose conplications for sone of our school
comunities, certainly superintendents and boards
of education. But we have an overwhel m ng need
to address this problem And this bill really
sets us on the path to starting to deal with the
fact that through clinmate change and old
bui | di ngs, our children and our staff, including
our teachers, are in buildings that are sinply
too hot during the sunmer nonths.

So | recognize that there are
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chal l enges with the costs of upgrading to neet
the needs of this bill. W look forward to
working with the school conmunity in next year's
budget, assum ng we are back here, to find ways
to nove forward on this issue. W |ook forward
to working out sone of the logistics that others
are concerned about, and particularly the fact
that if schools closed, children sonetines go
home to an equal |y hot househol d.

That being said, this Legislature
has clearly indicated it is commtted to changing
the tenperature internally in our schoo
districts so that our children and our staff do
not get subject to unbearabl e heat.

And | vote aye. | look forward to
working with all ny coll eagues on working out the
operational details as we nove forward.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Cberacker to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,

M. President.

As one who represents a very rural
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seven-county district -- 61 school districts in
my district -- this is a huge undert aking
cost-wi se for our superintendents and those that
are in charge of building and grounds.

| don't think there's any doubt
that, again, the bill is laudable in where it
goes with being concerned about tenperature and
tenperature ranges. In light of where we were
just recently with the pull-back of a |ot of
school funding, ny building and grounds
superintendents reached out to nme and said to put
this mandate on themand to not back it up or not
to secure it with some sort of a funding stream
really puts them at a di sadvant age.

And again, the rural ness of ny
district, the wealth ratios that are in ny

district, which are extrenely challenging, this

is a huge burden, a huge lift -- a huge lift for
my schools there, and | will be voting in the
negati ve.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
beracker to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Mattera to explain his vote.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
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M. President.

| just want to, you know, thank the
sponsor. And | amactually a cosponsor of this
bill, which is very, very inportant.

You know, as sonebody that's in the
construction field, you know, going to the sane
school, ny high school, Smthtown East, and it
| ooks exactly the sane as 42 years ago when
went there. W need to make sure that we invest
in our infrastructure, yes. W need to have a
certain amount of funding for this.

| understand mandates. W have a
situation with the EV stations also. |n other
words, it's an unfunded mandate, that we need to
make sure that there's a funding policy noving
forward

But, you know, | don't know how many
of our coll eagues went down into the heat box the
ot her day, that |ast week or two weeks ago. And,
you know, | went to 104 degrees. | renenber
those days. | don't know if anybody went to |ike
maybe 90 degrees; | went to 104 degrees. And |
remenber those days sitting in ny school in
Sept enber and Cctober and roasting, and didn't

want to be there. And | was not | earning

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6056

properly. Sorry, | nmaybe today have | earned a
little bit better.

But we ook at how cold it is in
this chanber. GCkay? To go to school in that
heat is just unacceptable. W need to nmake sure
t hat we upgrade our HVAC systens |ike just what
happened with COVID, the situation with that, to
make sure that we have clean systenms and have
upgraded HVAC systens in our school districts.

| know some of ny school districts
do have AC, and a lot of themdon't. They're
antiquated, they're old school districts. W
need to nmake sure we invest in our
infrastructure. So | aman -- excuse ne, | am--
t hank you very much. | ama yes on this bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mattera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1907, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Oberacker, O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1908, Assenbly Bill Nunber 5080A, by

Assenbl ynmenber Gunther, an act to require the

commi ssi oner of the Department of Social Services

to prepare a record on certain civil service
titles.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1909, Senate Print 5188, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1909, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Rolison, Stec, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1910, Assenbly Bill Nunber 2898A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Carroll, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1911, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8918A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Pheffer Amato, an act to amend the
Retirement and Social Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1912, Assenbly Bill Nunber 6726A, by

Assenbl ynmenber Curran, an act authorizing the
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County of Nassau to alienate and sell parklands
to Lakeside Inn, Inc.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1913, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10136, by
Assenbl ynenber Thiele, an act to amend the
Retirement and Social Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1914, Senate Print 9334, by Senator Wl czyk, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1915, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10142, by

Assenbl ynenber Kim an act to amend the
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El der Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1916, Senate Print 9449A, by Senator Ryan, an act
to extend the duration of certain brownfield
redevel opnent and renedi ation tax credits for
certain sites.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1917, Senate Print 9688, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1918, Senate Print 9752, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is

a home-rul e nessage at the desk
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1918, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Giffo, Lanza, Martins,
Ott and Scarcel | a- Spant on.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1919, Senate Print 9835, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1920, Senate Print 9840, by Senator Ranps, an act
to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar numnber
1921, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8324, by
Assenbl ymenber Raj kumar, an act to anmend the
Court of Cains Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1921, voting in the negative:

Senator Borrello.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: kay. We're
going to nove right to the controversial
cal endar, beginning with Cal endar 1882, by
Senat or Har ckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1882, Senate Print 4246D, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec, why do you rise?

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
yield for a series of questions. And | hope he's
got confortabl e shoes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A series,

huh, Senator Stec?
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WI1l the sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, absolutely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Harckham  And
al | kidding aside, appreciate in advance your
time today and, nore inportantly, | think the
effort you put inthe -- effort and attenpt at
cooperation and consensus-buil ding that you put
inon this over the |ast few years.

However, clearly, | still have sone
issues with it, and | don't think I'malone. And
so | do want to delve into sonme questions.

| f you would, so we all get bill
menos, nenbs of support and opposition on various
pi eces of legislation. W get a briefing neno.
In my 12 years in the Legislature, |'mnot sure
that 1've ever seen as |engthy an opposition |ist
on a piece of legislation as | have on this.

"1l be following with a question,
but please allow nme to read first the opposition

from Abbott; Air Conditioning, Heating and
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Refrigeration Institute; American Beverage
Associ ation; American Chem stry Council;
American Ceaning Institute; American Forest and
Paper Associ ation; AMERI PEN;, Buffal o Niagara
Part nershi p; Business Council of Westchester;
Consuner Brands Associ ation; Consuner Technol ogy
Associ ation; Farm Bureau New York -- that one's
probably worth highlighting -- Food Industry

Al l i ance, another big one; Household and
Commer ci al Products Association; Kraft Heinz;
Nat i onal Waste and Recycling Associ ation;

New York State Chem stry Council; New York State
Conf erence of Mayors and Municipal Oficials --
so NYCOM doesn't like it. This one caught ny
eye: New York State Conference of Teansters.
New York State Restaurant Association. NFIB.
Print Graphic Comruni cation Associ ati on.
Printing United Alliance. The American O eani ng
Institute. The Business Council -- probably
anot her big one worth noting. The Household and
Commer ci al Products Association. The National
Super mar ket Association -- that's a big one;
we'll circle back in a mnute to the
supernmarkets. The Vinyl Institute. Upstate

United. And U.S. Conposting Council.
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Wde breadth -- l|abor, the
Teansters. Business Council, NFIB, business.
Upstate United. FarmBureau. |It's a big bill.
| nmean, certainly if the bill was as sinple as --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec, are you on the bill or are you asking the
sponsor to yield?

SENATCR STEC: | mabout to ask a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Just
wanted to clarify. That's was a |ot.

SENATOR STEC: | know. | told you
confortabl e shoes.

After all -- this is the Dprint, so
there's been a ot of iterations, a |ot of
negotiations. 1've been in the room And again,
| led with appreciating you for it.

But how do we feel that with all
this outstanding opposition, that this bill is
ready to becone | aw?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. There was a |lot in what you said,

so |l will respond in nmultiple ways.
First of all, the Teansters are not
opposed to this bill. The statew de Teansters
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had a nmeno of opposition; they wanted a seat on
t he producer responsibility organization. They
want ed | abor peace agreenents. W gave them
both. They withdrew the statew de nmeno of
opposi tion.

There is a -- one particular snall
| ocal fromthe Teansters, who do not speak for
the statewi de teansters, who are in opposition
but the statew de Teansters are not.

You mentioned NYCOM NYCOM i s
not -- NYCOMis supporting, as are NYSAC. And
could stand here and read, you know, just as |ong
a list of environmental groups, consumer groups,
muni ci palities, our local municipalities. The
reason they're supporting this is because this
wi |l save them noney that our taxpayers, our
constituents, are paying to dispose of 15 mllion
tons of waste a year that many of the fol ks who
you read off on that |ist are producing.

And what this bill is asking themto
do is take responsibility for the waste they are
creating. And why are they in opposition?
Because that will cost thema little bit of noney
to think about.

But sonme of the conpanies that are
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nost vocal are already doing this in Europe.
They're nultinational conpanies. They are doing
this in Europe. They are doing this in Canada.
They' ve set out in other states to do this.

This is an achievable thing. As you
nmenti oned, Senator, we have made numnerous changes
tothis bill. | have nmet personally with over a
hundred st akehol ders. M staff, over a hundred
st akehol ders. Central staff, close to a hundred
st akehol ders. W have nade major revisions to
the bill.

You spoke about the Farm Bureau. W
had a public hearing in March -- what was it,

Cct ober of last year? Cctober of |ast year we
had a public hearing on this bill. W had a
nunber of folks fromag. And you renenber at the
time the threshold was a mllion dollars. So we
t hought about changi ng that.

Senat or Hi nchey arranged sone
nmeetings for me with sonme of the vintners and the
beverage fol ks.

And so with Chair Gick in the
Assenbly, we decided to raise the threshold to
5 mllion. And according to New York State

statistics -- these are not ny statistics, these
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are state statistics -- 99 percent of the farners
in New York State have a revenue of |ess than

$5 mllion. So with that one act, we protected
99 percent of the farners in New York State.

But then we went a step further,
because sonme of the dairy co-ops are still snall
busi nesses, even if they have over that
$5 mllion threshold. So again, thanks to
Senat or Hi nchey, we net with sone of the snaller
m | k co-ops who happen to earn nore than
5 mllion in revenue. And |o and behol d, what we
did was we exenpted agriculture -- if you' re over
5 mllion but |ess than 50 enpl oyees, those are
exenpt ed.

So we have exenpted 99-point -- fill
in the blank -- percent of New York State farners
with this bill. And so if that's not good enough
for the Farm Bureau, you know, that's on them

SENATOR STEC: Fai r enough.

| f the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Ckay, I'Il shift to
a different and shorter question. |If we could
talk a little bit about the part of the bill that
deals with the toxic and banned materials.

And again, | applaud you for
nodi fying the bill on the carbon black. | won't
bel abor that. But that -- with that as a
m ndset, because you're very famliar with what
that nmeant, and you renoved it, other itens that
are on the list include polyvinyl chloride.
Pol yvinyl chloride is used in a |lot of materials
all over that we have contact with all the tine.

Wiy is PVC a banned chemcal -- a
banned packagi ng material ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM | think --
t hrough you, M. President -- if you ask the
residents of East Pal estine, Chio, why PVCis a
banned chemical, they will tell you. Because of
t he environnmental and public health destruction
t hat was w eaked across their entire conmunity
when a trainload of PVC derailed in their
comunity.

SENATOR STEC: If | could,

M. President, interrupt and ask the sponsor to
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yield to a related question on that, please.

SENATOR HARCKHAM well, I would
like to finish nmy answer --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec --

SENATOR STEC: | thought he was
done.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham has the floor. After he continues to
have the floor, you nay at that point --

SENATOR HARCKHAM -- 1'd be happy
to entertain a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham you have the fl oor.

SENATOR HARCKHAM So all of the
chem cal s and substances on this, public health
experts have linked to health risks. That's why
they are on this |ist.

However, in response to entreaties
fromindustries, there is a procedure for a
wai ver. So if conpani es who manufacture or use
any of these materials feel that their product is
not toxic, they can nake their case to DEC and
say why they are nontoxic.

| personally don't think the folks
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who are manufacturing PFAS are going to be com ng
forward and sayi ng why we need PFAS forevernore
in food packaging. But there is a process --

SENATOR STEC: (I naudi bl e.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec, Senator Harckham has the fl oor.

SENATOR HARCKHAM -- a process to
deal with that. And conpanies nmay nmeke their
case to DEC

The other thing -- two other things
we did, then I'll yield, Senator Stec. Thank you
for your patience -- we also shifted that
timeline back by two years.

And then, thirdly, what conpanies
told us is there is this material in the
production stream unintentionally, inertly, and
it will take themtine to get it out of the
production stream Then on top of the first two
years, we gave them another year to deal with the
i ndirect toxins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
St ec.

SENATCR STEC: Do | have the floor
still, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
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asking --

SENATOR STEC: |"masking if | have
the floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
asking to be on the bill, or are you asking the

sponsor to yield?

SENATCR STEC: | m about to ask for
anot her questi on.

SENATOR HARCKHAM | vyield.
yield, M. President.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. So,
Senat or Har ckham - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec, if | may clarify.

| f you' re asking the Senator a
guestion, please, through the president,
reference what you're trying to do.

SENATCR STEC: M. President, if
t he sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
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M. President.

Senat or Harckham to be clear,
didn't nmention PFAS. | said there's a |list of
chem cals, and |I'mtal king about PVC, polyvinyl
chloride. Not to be confused with the chem cal
that was involved in the train accident, which is
vinyl chloride, which is very toxic and a known
car ci nogen.

Vinyl chloride is a precursor that
is used in a chem cal process -- you're famliar
with nmy background -- to create PVC. PVCis the
white pipes that's in all our basenents that
carries -- do you believe that the white pipes in
your basenent are a toxic chem cal ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM The public
heal th experts have nade these recommendati ons to
us. |If conpanies feel -- and again, there's a
di fference between PVC running froma restroomto
a septic tank than in food packaging. They're
very different things.

And so if a conpany wants to make
that case to DEC, the procedure is there.

SENATCR STEC: M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6078

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M. President. Through you.

Senat or Harckham are there any
exceptions to this in the law or currently in
pl ace to PVC and the PVC ban because it's so
toxic? |Is there any federal preenptions that
say -- or that have led us to say this part --
this use of PVC is exenpt fromthis | aw?

SENATOR HARCKHAM There is a
federal preenption when it comes to packagi ng
that says if there is no other way to conply with

federal |aw under this law, then you are granted

a waiver. So that -- that is a federa
exenption. And that is across the bill for al
packagi ng -- for food, excuse ne.

So it's -- forgive nme, that was for

reductions. Apol ogi es.
SENATCR STEC: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?
SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: PVC is comonly used

in the nedical industry. It's used for
containing -- holding blood that is reused in
human bodies. It is used for nedical tubing.

s that exenpt fromthis |aw?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, bionedical packaging is exenpt.
Medi cal foods are exenpt. There's a |ist of
exenptions. But what you -- what you nentioned,
Senator, is exenpt.

SENATCR STEC: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: So | thought that
PVC was so toxic and so deadly, howis it that

we're all ow ng hunman blood to be carried in it
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and nedi cal -- nedical procedures to use PVCif
it's -- if it's toxic to the hunman body?
SENATOR HARCKHAM It's -- it's not

that the substance is exenpt for that, it's that
t hose products are exenpt fromthis law. The | aw
is silent on -- things |ike nedical foods,
nmedi cal packagi ng, nedi cal products are not
covered by this | aw

SENATCR STEC: M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: So,
Senat or Harckham |'mstill having a hard tine
foll owi ng your |law here with regards to what is
and isn't toxic.

You said that PVCis toxic. You
t al ked about East Pal estine and PVC,
pol yvinyl chloride, is toxic and that's why it is
a banned substance in New York under your bill

And yet the federal governnent is

saying not only is it exenpt, it's okay to use in
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nmedi cal tubing, it's okay to carry blood in, it's
okay to drink. Uses of PVC -- bl ood bags,
catheters, autonotive interior trim rainwar and
boots, flooring, pipes, garden hoses, mattresses
and mattress covers. The toddler, the little
baby that is in a crib, you put the PVC |iner on
it so that it doesn't soil the entire bedding
when babi es do what they do.

How i s pol yvinyl chloride toxic?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. Al of those products you
nmenti oned are not covered by this | aw

SENATCR STEC: M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Advanced recycl i ng.
About 25 states have enbraced advanced recycling,
al l oned and have spent -- invested billions of
dollars to increase the anount of plastics that
can enter the recycle and reuse stream But

advanced recycling is not authorized under this
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bill.

Wiy are we an outlier here with
25 other states that have said that this is a
good practice, one that they enbrace when it
conmes to recycling?

SENATOR HARCKHAM That's --

t hrough you, M. President, that's an excell ent
guestion. Thank you.

As yesterday in the mattress debate,
mattress EPR debate, Senator Kennedy {sic} said
t hat advanced recycling is not as advanced as it
is made out to be.

First of all, let's -- if you'l
indulge nme for a few noments. Nunber one, if
every single one of these plants were operating
at full capacity around the clock, they could
address 1 percent of the plastic in Arerica. One
per cent .

So we woul d rather focus on the
30 percent reduction that is in the bill. W
think that is a much nore productive way to go,
is the 30 percent.

Secondly, the economcs of this do
not work. Two plants have closed. A third was

denied its permits in Pennsylvania for
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environnmental reasons. That's nore than
20 percent of the national capacity.

| have spoken, as you know, to many,
many st akehol ders and have asked themdirectly,
pl ease tell me one product that your packagi ng
uses pol yners from advanced recycling. And not
one, not one has been able to tell us that.

Wien | went to visit one -- and |
may be the only person in this chanber to have
visited such a facility -- is that they could not
guantify how nmuch of the polyner they were
creating was recycled and how nuch was new
pol ymer they were putting in.

These plants are incredibly
energy-intensive, incredibly em ssions-intensive.
They are often in environnmental justice
comunities. And let me -- let ne just give you
a sni ppet of what the mai nstream press i s saying.
CBS News, April 14th: "Critics call out plastics
i ndustry over fraud of plastics recycling.”

Nati onal Public Radio, in Decenber:
"The Myth of Plastic Recycling.” Again, National
Public Radi o, in Septenber of 2020: "How Big G|
m sled the public into believing plastic would be

recycled.”
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Reuters: "The Recycling Myth: Big
Ol solution for plastic waste littered with
failure.”

And there's nore.

But what | would say is | believe
t echnol ogy has got to be a part of the solution
long-term So we are not -- we are not closing
the door. As Senator Kavanagh said yesterday in
hi s debate, people can still do it, it just does
not count in the quota for what is considered
recycled content. And as we -- | just
enunerated, they can't quantify that anyhow.

However, what we did, | think it was
in the B print -- one of the tasks that we gave
to the advisory committee is that every three
years they're to issue a report to the
Legi sl ature and the Governor on new technol ogy
and on advancenents in recycling so that the
Legislature, if necessary, can take action.

So we are open to technol ogy
advancing. W are open to hearing fromthe
advisory commttee. And we are open to taking
appropriate action at such tine.

But the feeling that the sponsor in

the house -- in the other house and | have is by
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openi ng this door now, we are creating another
massi ve environnmental problemto try and sol ve

t he one we have now, when the best solution is to
focus on the 30 percent reduction in new
material .

You know, the whole thing about this
law is to not think of ways for us to keep
produci ng single-use plastics and say, Oh, we
found a way to discard them --

SENATOR STEC: -- answered ny
guestion about advanced recycling. Because | --

SENATOR HARCKHAM | did. | did.

This entire answer, Senator, has been on advanced

recycling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: I
understand the topic can be -- | understand the
topic can be -- is inportant, but I would -- as
col | eagues, | would appreciate if you' d all ow

Senat or Harckham to conti nue his conversati on.
SENATOR STEC: | would prefer --
SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris has the floor.

SENATOR G ANARI S: If 1 may,
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Senator Stec is certainly willing to use his tine
to ask any questions as long -- he's also able to
be speaking on the bill if he chooses. But what
he does not get to do is determ ne what -- the

answer our mnenbers give or howlong it is.

So if you want to avoid
Senat or Harckham taking up any tine, you're free
to speak on the bill, Senator Stec.

SENATCR STEC: Go ahead, Senator.

SENATOR HARCKHAM I m finished.

Thank you, M. President.

Go ahead, Senator.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. Through
you, M. President, if | could ask a --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
just want to offer a slightly different version
with respect to the rules of the house.

Senator Stec has the floor. It's
true that Senator Harckham can answer the
guestions in any way he sees fit. But as
Senator Stec has the floor, he nmay also, if he
bel i eves or for whatever reason that

Senat or Harckham rmay be using his tine to answer
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the question to go through the 30 mi nutes, he may
also -- and it's his -- |I'mnot advocating or
advi sing anyone to interrupt. But he may al so at
any point, having the floor, say: Thank you,
Senat or Harckham that answer is good enough for
me and I'd Iike to nove to another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: el |,
Senat or Lanza, reasonable m nds can agree that
that didn't take place.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Again, |I'm
sorry, M. President. And | apologize to
Senat or Lanza, but that's just incorrect. The
guesti oner does not get to determ ne when the
answer has ended.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, | --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, please be advised that you are al so using
up Senator Stec's debate tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Yeah - -

(Overtal k.)

SENATCR STEC: How nmuch time is
left?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thirty
m nutes. You have approxi mate nine m nutes

remai ni ng, Senator Stec.
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(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
did not say that. He does not decide, he does
not get to decide what the answer is. But he
does have the right, having the floor, to
i nterrupt, whatever anyone thinks about that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec --

SENATCR STEC: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATCR STEC: On the bill for the
remai ning of my tine. You |let ne know when ny
time's up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Yes
i ndeed.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Senat or Harckham for your thorough filibuster.

Thank you, Senator Wi Kk.

Al right. The next question | was
going to ask -- and of course I"'mnot legally
trained. |'mjust an engi neer fromthe
North Country, a chem cal engineer fromthe

North Country. | was going to raise the issue
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about -- | was going to ask if there was
agreenent on what advanced recycling was, was it
conmbustion, was it incineration. The correct
answer is no, it isnot. It's -- it has nothing
to do with conbustion

You know, when | was in nucl ear
power school -- you start tal king about nuclear
power, you start scaring people. They think
Hi roshi ma, they think nushroom cl ouds. They
don't think that 70 percent of France's
el ectricity is nuclear-generated, that there are
sai l ors underneath the ocean as we speak right
now that are breathing air and drinking water and
living in an environnent that is entirely
produced by nucl ear power. There's a scare
factor.

And when you start tal king about
processes and chem cal nanes |ike that that
dr eaded di hydrogen nonoxi de that -- you scare
peopl e.

Advanced recycling m ght be having a
hard tinme getting started because of the
regul atory environnent, because it's a new and
energi ng technology. But what it is likely to do

is put nore material, not less, into the waste
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stream and i ncrease the overall recycling anount.
Affordability. If I had a nickel
for every tine | heard sonebody in this chanber
tal k about we need to nmake New York nore
affordabl e, nore affordable -- of course the

muni ci palities support this, because sonebody

else is going to foot their bill. They' re not
going to foot their bill. But it's still the
same taxpayers, still the same wallet that it's

com ng out of.

York University did a study that
said this bill will cost New Yorkers $5 billion
over the next five years. That's a billion
dol | ars out of sonebody's pocket. So naybe your
| ocal town or county likes it because they don't
have to factor it into their solid waste budget,
but it's going to cone out of sonebody's pocket.
Studi es have said that $800 a year will be the
average increase for a famly's grocery bill.

Now, to those of us in this chanber
maki ng $142, 000 a year, $800 nore in your grocery
bill mght not be a back-breaker. But for a |ot
of ny constituents in the North Country,
$800 nmore in the grocery bill a year feels an

awful lot |like two car paynments, their property
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tax bill for the year. It is a huge increase.
And that's how they will look at it.

But they're not hearing that. What
they're hearing is is that anyone that dares to
oppose the details of this volumnous bill --
that go far beyond nerely saying recycling and
good stewardship is good for the planet -- and
have actually done a little research and a little
study, they're finding out that this is going to
be an affordability issue. And they'Il find out
about it after this becones |aw.

The purpose of packaging is to make

sure that materials get delivered safely. It's
not for packagi ng conpanies to nake noney. |It's
to make sure that the goods and services -- like
food -- that we rely on get delivered safely,

with a reasonable shelf life.

There aren't the adequate substitute
mat eri al s avail abl e, after going through what's
going to happen in this bill, to prolong those
shelf lifes. So what's going to happen is you're
going to have increased food waste, because
you're going to have less shelf times. O you're
going to have nore health probl ens because of

spoi | age.
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The opposition to this bill is
tremendous. Again, |'mstaggered by the breadth
and the volune of entities. And they're not al
init for the buck. A lot of themare in it
because it's just the plain science and they know
what is and isn't possible.

The affordability inpact that this
is going to have, the trenendous cost, the
reducti on on choice that we're going to have --
we won't be able to buy stuff that you' Il be able
to buy in 49 other states. The conpani es that
are shipping materials to be sold in this state
are not going to change the way that they can
tuna fish because New York State said so.

There's just not going to be tuna fish in

New York State. O there will be -- inlittle
di fferent kinds of bags that only |ast a couple
of days, and not weeks.

You know, we're not allowed props on
the floor. And | -- you know, | talk about ny
Navy nucl ear power experience, ny chemn cal
engi neering experience. Polyvinyl chloride is
not the same as vinyl chloride. Vinyl chloride
will kill you. Polyvinyl chloride is in every

house, we handle it every day. |It's comonpl ace.
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| read you -- we use it to store blood. W use
it in medical procedures. If it was toxic, it
woul dn't be allowed inside a hospital. But we're

going to ban it in this bill.

So Admiral Rickover, the father of
t he Navy's nucl ear power, he fanously testified
in front of Congress one tine -- after Three Ml e
| sl and he was dragged in. An expert, certainly.
And he drank a glass of primary coolant. Now,
|''mnot sure -- and | understand the science
behind it. | was educated in it. | still think:
Pretty gutsy nove. But we handl e PVC every day.
We handl e pol ycarbonate. These eyegl asses that
we're all wearing are made out of pol ycarbonate.
But they're banned fromuse in the plastic
i ndustry because they're on a toxic |ist.

| have big problens with the ban,
t he toxi c substances of Senator Harckham
think that that's an area of this bill, if I was
going to highlight in the next round of trying to
make this worthwhile goal --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec, as a courtesy, you have three m nutes
remai ni ng.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you very much

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6094

M. President.

You need to |l ook at the toxic -- you
know, the banned substances. That's sonething
t hat hasn't been done in other areas around the
country in their EPR | egislation.

We need to enbrace and | ook at
al l owi ng for advanced recycling industry. W are
not going to legislate away the use of plastics,
period. It's not going to happen. [|'m not
interested in dog whistles. |I'mnot interested
in feeling good and patting nyself on the back to
a group back home. I'minterested in the good

sci ence here. And the good science here is that

there's a lot of bad science in this bill that
makes this a bill that really is just -- | cannot
support, | won't support.

But again, | thank you for your

collegial work on this with me and ot hers over
the years, and today certainly. And | yield the
| ast 60 seconds of ny tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Stec.

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?
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SENATOR HELM NG | f the sponsor
will yield for a few questions, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Har ckham

Through you, M. President. And
M. President, | just want to point out that ny
guestions are a little long. So don't worry,
there's a question conmng at the end.

In the Greater Rochester and the
Fi nger Lakes area that | represent, there's nore
t han 250 food and beverage manufacturers and
suppliers who enploy nore than 10, 000 peopl e.
These conpani es are popul ar conpanies |I'm sure
many of you have heard about: Barilla, Baldw n
Ri chardson Foods, Mdtt's, Seneca Foods,
Kraft Heinz, Dr. Pepper, and packagi ng compani es
like Pactiv. Fairlife is making a very
significant investnent in neighboring Wbster.

These enpl oyers are nore than just

amazing job creators. They're enhancing our
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comunities in so many ways. They're supporting
our | ocal governnents, our |ocal municipalities,
t hrough their donations and support of our

vol unteer fire departnments, our veterans
programs, our schools, and of course numerous
yout h prograns.

These conpanies are also partners in
our efforts to protect the environnent. They are
i npl enenti ng and have i npl enented stringent
sustainability practices and advanced recycling
progranms to reuse and repurpose packagi ng
materi al s.

So, Senator Harckham it is
incredibly inportant to these businesses and to
our farmers -- and to me -- to understand j ust
how | ong have these partners had to review the
| at est changes to this bill and to provide
comment ary back?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Through you, M. President, thank you very nuch
for the question.

| couldn't agree nore; our
busi nesses are vital to our conmunities. And al
we're asking themto do is to be better stewards

of their products, fromthe beginning with raw

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6097

mat eri als, through their manufacture, to how
t hey' re di sposed and recycling.

W have worked on this bill for two
years. W had a public hearing. W -- and then
before Chair Gick and | picked this bill up,
this bill had been around for several years
prior. This is not a new conversati on.

As | mentioned to Senator Stec,
personal |y had over a hundred neetings with
st akehol ders. W put in this bill what people
wanted. Ag wanted to be exenpt; we exenpted over
99- poi nt percent of New York ag in this bill

| ndustry wanted the PRO that was in
the A print. They said that to us |oudly and
clearly. And DEC didn't want the |ast version of
the PROO So to neet the request of industry, we
put in the old PRO, which gives them much nore
control at managi ng the process. So we |istened
to them

They wanted a | onger | ookback tine,
fromfive years to 10 years. And through you
M. President, with that 10-year | ookback,
conpanies |like Apple are in full conpliance with
this bill already.

Because you're right, there are
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conpani es that are doing it. Many of these are
mul ti nationals, and they're already doing this in
Europe and Canada. And now there are a nunber of
other states in the country that are doing this.

So we have spoken to them W feel
that we have really responded in this version of
the bill. What we have given themback in this
bill is exactly what they wanted. So if sone of
them want to continue to nove the goal posts, you
know, it is what it is. But others we work with
col | aboratively and will continue to.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR HELM NG So the answer to
t hat question --

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR HELM NG The answer to
that question was -- is that this bill was just

recently introduced, the nost recent version of
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it. As a matter of fact, it was on our agenda
for last night for debate, but it couldn't be

debat ed because it was high. So that neans that

peopl e didn't even have three days -- interested
citizens, businesses, et cetera -- to review the
bill, take it into consideration and provide
coment .

SENATCOR HARCKHAM M. President,
may | answer --

SENATCOR HELM NG | have the fl oor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: I'd like
for us not to get into this perfunctory debate.

(Overtal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: I f we
coul d continue --

SENATOR HARCKHAM (I naudi bl e.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: I f we
could continue to be --

SENATOR HELM NG So the top issue
| hear frommy constituents, and the issue that
the majority of New Yorkers are asking us as
state |l awrakers to address, is affordability.
Probably just |ike every one of you, it doesn't
matter what event | attend, | hear concerns about

the rising cost of groceries, the cost of
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utilities, the cost of gas and everything in
general. And sonething | want to point out that
| think is unique --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
on the bill, or are you asking the sponsor to
yi el d?

SENATOR HELM NG No, as | said
earlier, my questions are |ong.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: This is a
| ong preanble. Are you asking the sponsor to
yield, or are you on the bill?

SENATOR HELM NG | asked the
sponsor to yield. He said yes. | did that
t hrough you, M. President.

So busi nesses and | abor agree this
bill will create uncertainty, increased food
costs, and it will kill jobs. Numerous
organi zati ons have provided witten testinony.
And Senat or Harckham you pointed out that this
bill has been around for two years, and you' ve
tried to meet in the mddle.

And yet all of the docunents that
|"ve reviewed show t he same concerns repeated
over and over and over again. They're stating

that this bill will drive up the cost of
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groceries and nany everyday itens that people
rely upon, |ike cleaning products, hone

i mprovenent products, autonobile products, and
even pet food.

According to information in one of
the nenos from Upstate United, if this bill is
enacted, a typical famly of four will pay an
additional $684 a year at the grocery store. The
Buf fal o Ni agara Partnership puts this cost
slightly higher at $720 a year.

Now, sone of you are probably
thinking this is no big deal, what's an extra
t housand dollars a year on nmy groceries. But for
t he working class, for the struggling mddle
class, it is a major issue. Feeding Anerica is
reporting we are seeing the sharpest increase in
food insecurity since the Great Recession.

Foodl ink notes, in their 12-county region,
i ncreased food costs are contributing to this
growi ng trend.

So Senator, nmy question, after
hearing all of that, has an analysis of the
i ncreased cost of products to consumers
associated with this bill been conpl eted?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
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M. President, absolutely.

And this gives ne an opportunity
also to address a comment that Senator Stec nmade
about the economi cs.

But first, Senator Helm ng, you
nmenti oned the majority of New Yorkers.

Coi ncidentally, the Siena polling organization
did a poll a few weeks ago. The mmjority of
New Yor kers support this bill. Sixty-seven
percent of New Yorkers support this bill

Ei ghty-two percent of New Yorkers feel that

pl astics pollution is a problem And that was a
Siena poll. The cross-tabs are public across al
ethnicities, across all political groups. So |
encourage you to |look at that.

Now, Senator Stec before raised the
York study. And you were asking nme if other
studi es have been done. There is a study by
Col umbi a University that |ooked at, nationw de,
EPR progranms. The York study | ooked at an old
bill that mnmy predecessor had done, which was very
di fferent and nade sone assunptions that other
econoni sts have questioned. They assuned, one,
that there would be no price conpetition. And we

know in this field there is intense price
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conpetition, which is why the margins are | ow.

And two, they assuned that the costs
woul d be 100 percent passed on and then
mul tiplied through the distribution system

So Col unbia University took a mnuch
di fferent approach. They | ooked at USDA dat a.
They assumed price conpetition. And for
argunent's sake, to make your point, they assuned
a doubling in the cost of packaging. Now, let's
be clear. The cost of packages is pennies
conpared to the cost of product. You buy a pound
of hanburger, the cost is the hanburger. The
wr appi ng around the hanburger is pennies.

But they assuned a doubling in the
cost. And through their analysis, the cost to
consuners woul d be zero to $4 a nonth. So it's
very different than the York study. And it used
actual USDA data

And the other thing | would
reiterate is our taxpayers are already paying for
this. This is why NYSAC and NYCOM this is their
nunber-one priority, this bill. New York City,
it's the nunber-one priority because our
muni ci palities are awash in garbage. W are

al ready paying for this.
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SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
does this bill include | anguage that prevents our
har dwor ki ng men and wonen of | abor from striking?

SENATOR HARCKHAM This bil
cont ai ns | anguage that was negotiated with
or gani zed | abor.

Senator Stec earlier nmentioned the
| abor opposition that was w thdrawn by the
Teanst ers because they wanted two things. They
want ed seats on the PRO, which we gave them And
they were the ones -- renenber, it's the
Teansters who do all this work. They were the
ones who wanted | abor peace agreenents. So this
| anguage cane fromthe Teansters of New York
St at e.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, on the bill
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATCOR HELM NG To address
Senat or Harckham s coment about nunicipalities,
t he organi zations that represent sonme of the
muni ci palities Iike NYCOM | think you nentioned,
NYSAC, et cetera, saying that they want this.

As | talk to ny individual
muni ci palities, they have no idea of the inpacts
of this bill until | do talk to them and I
explain to them when they | ose the |argest
enployer in their district, like a Pactiv, like a
Heinz Kraft, |ike a Barrella Pasta, when they
| ose that enpl oyer that pays so much in taxes,
t hat supports their volunteer fire conpanies,
their schools, their youth sports, et cetera --
when they factor in that cost, they don't support
this bill.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR HELM NG Actual |y,
M. President, I1'"'mgoing to go on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG According to the
American Ceaning Institute, SUNY SEF Center for
Sust ai nabl e Materi al Managenent is currently
working to capture a holistic picture of
New York's -- the entire recycling system
They're conpleting a needs assessnment and a gap
analysis. And | should nmention that that is
being paid for, in part, by taxpayers' dollars.

Their assessnent is going to provide
essential data -- where, how much, and what type
of materials collected. And it's also going to
eval uate the greenhouse gas and job inpacts of
the current recycling system Its intent is to
identify existing infrastructure for collection,
haul i ng, processing, recycling and conposting, as
well as the need for infrastructure.

So through you, M. President, if
the sponsor will yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
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are we passing this --

SENATOR HARCKHAM | didn't yield
yet.

| yield, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HELM NG Did you give ne
your blessing? | didn't hear.

SENATOR HARCKHAM W' re good.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HARCKHAM | do.

SENATCR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
should we be waiting until that study is conplete
and we have the results before we pass an EPR
bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM "' m sorry.
Through you, M. President. Wich study was
that? |1'msorry, Senator.

SENATOR HELM NG | yield to a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng, if you can repeat -- if you can repeat

t he questi on.
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SENATOR HELM NG Are you famliar
with the work of SUNY ESF, the Center for
Sust ai nabl e Materi al s Managenent ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM There is a study
bei ng undertaken right now, a waste nmanagenent
study, an assessnent, that New York State has
contracted. That is part of the equation.

But when the producer responsibility
organi zation is enpanel ed as a nonprofit, one of
their responsibilities for the first two years is
a needs assessnent of the |ocal waste nanagenent
and recycling.

And one of the other things | should
mention when we tal k about our |ocal businesses
is many of our |ocal waste haulers, they're
either small businesses or part of |arger
congl onerates, they have already invested
significant anmounts of noney in the contracts
that they have with nmunicipalities. W have
protected those contracts. So nothing the PRO
can do will inpact those contracts.

So we're protecting those snall
busi nesses. We're even protecting the |arger
busi nesses, because they have made investnents.

Havi ng said that, the study takes
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two years. Then there is a plan that is
essentially another year. And then that goes to
t he advisory conmttee -- again, which we tal ked
about before. The advisory commttee then
recommends approval or disapproval to DEC

So -- so there is still a lot of
time before anything kicks in. And ultimtely
the reductions we're tal king about are 30 percent
over 12 years.

So the conpanies that you reference,
Senator, | think those are amazi ng conpani es.
And what we val ue about American conpanies is our
i ngenuity and our advancenents in technol ogy.
They have 12 years to come up w th packagi ng that
is nore sustainable. | trust our industry to do
that. W put a person on the noon in 12 years.
And we're saying we can't find, in 12 years, a
way to make a shanpoo bottle that's 30 percent
nor e sustai nabl e?

| should have been on the bill.

|"msorry, M. President. Sorry,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
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M. President, 1'"'mgoing to go on the bill for a
nonment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG So Senat or
Harckham | would just like to point out in ny
conversations with the businesses that |
nmenti oned, and many, many ot hers throughout the
State of New York, they feel frustrated by
sonmet hing that seens to always occur in this
chanmber and in this state. And that's when we
tal k about 12 years out. It sounds |ike such a
| ong tine.

But these big businesses, they're
maki ng deci sions right now, today, in plans for
tomorrow. And what so many of them are
eval uating is how many nore -- how much nore
uncertainty can we bear in New York State with
t hese regul ations that continue to conme out? And
is it nore productive for us to just pull our
conpany out of New York State and put it at
anot her location in another state that is
pr o- busi ness and pro-grow h?

| f the sponsor will continue to

yield for a question.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
| al nost dread goi ng back here, but | just wanted
sonme clarification on that PVC question that was
asked earlier. Because it's -- ny understanding
is that you had nentioned that PVC is not covered
inthis bill. Are you saying that PVC used in
food packaging is not addressed in the EPR before
us?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. W said PVCin things like
nmedi cal packagi ng is not cover ed.

But et me tal k about the harnfu
health effects of PVC, sonething that we didn't
get to in the | ast discussion.

It's a carcinogen. Both vinyl
chl oride and polyvinyl chloride particles have
been shown to induce carcinogenesis. Vinyl
chl ori de exposure is particularly associated with
a rare liver cancer, but that -- both PVC and

vinyl chloride. 1It's an endocrine disrupter.
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Additives in PVC such as phthalates -- forgive ne
for the m spronunciation -- can disrupt the
endocrine system | eading to hornonal inbal ances
and rel ated health issues.

There's neurotoxicity involved in
exposure to PVC. Respiratory issues,
devel opnental and reproductive harm And the
list goes on.

So there are real health inpacts
fromPVC, especially if it's associated with food
packagi ng. One of the things that we know about
pl astic food packaging is the toxins |leach into
food. Particularly if the food is fatty, it has
nore of a chance that the toxins fromthe
packaging will leach into the food. So that's
why PVC is on the list, Senator.

SENATOR HELM NG On the bill
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATCR HELM NG So based on what
| heard, Senator Harckham what you just said and
t he responses that you gave to Senator Stec --
unbelievable to ne that you' re saying that it's

okay to use PVC in blood bags, so it's safe
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enough to protect literally blood and not
consider it a contamnant or a toxin, but it's
not safe enough to use for single-use food itens.
|'"d like to continue on the bill,
M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Proceed.
SENATOR HELM NG Wil e there have
been several rushed amendnents to this
legislation in recent days, the bill inits
current form it's still bad for consuners, it's
bad for New York manufacturers, and bad for the
state's already | aggi ng conpetitiveness.
Just on the issue of consuner
choi ce, the National Supermarket Association
reports stores will have no choice but to
i ncrease food prices. And nmany of the
top-selling products purchased with SNAP dol |l ars
will no | onger be avail abl e because of this bill
You' ve all heard the comments about
t he Lunchabl es, the Kraft cheese slices, the
hot dogs, et cetera. But let nme tell you what
else is included. Fresh-cut or frozen fruits and
veget abl es sold in flexible packagi ng, popul ar
children's itens |ike chicken nuggets and

fish sticks, refrigerated itens sold in flexible
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packagi ng, whi ch woul d include the wapped

singl e-slice cheese, neats, hot dogs, bacon,
snack cups and yogurts. Shelf-stable itenms sold
in flexible packaging |ike snack foods, coffee,
baki ng supplies and condi nents. Itens which have
t anper - proof bands, seals or flexible Iidding.

Si ngl e-serve food or drinks |ike yogurt, the
Lunchabl es, the dried fruit snacks, tater tots.
Phi | adel phi a Cream Cheese nanufactured right here
in New York State. Cool Whip manufactured right
here in New York State.

But so many of these products are
products that busy parents rely on. They're
products they know their kids will eat. They
rely on them for the conveni ence and the cost.

And |I'm very concerned that those
who utilize SNAP benefits are going to be
unfairly disadvantaged by this | egislation.

As drafted, this bill has
guesti onabl e environnmental benefits. It
continues to grow our state governnment and
creates all of these questionable -- a task force
and councils, inspector general, and it goes on
and on. It kind of rem nds ne when we were

originally tal king about creating the Ofice of
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Cannabi s Managenent. Look how dysfunctional and
what a failure that has been. That's what this
has witten all over it.

The conment was made that the
Farm Bureau, if they're not happy with this final
version, well, too bad for them that's on them
M. President, we can't afford to | ose any nore
farms and food production in our state.
According to the | atest ag census -- and we
had -- during our Ag Conmittee neeting, we heard
that New York State has |lost nearly 3,000 farns
and the USDA is predicting farmincone will be
down anot her 25 percent this year.

Farm Bureau is saying that this bill
will jeopardize food production in our state.
You know, when we were at that Ag Conmittee
neeting, the president of Farm Bureau tal ked
about fruits and vegetabl es that were being fl own
in fromEurope into New York State. Not exotic
products; he was tal king about peppers. Peppers.
What's the environnmental inpact of that, conpared
to the inpact to our farmers?

M. President, we nust work on a
nore bal anced, data-driven and scientific

approach to protecting our environnent and
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protecting our |ocal enployers, |ocal jobs, and
consuners who are already struggling wth higher
costs.

For these reasons, M. President, |
amvoting no on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senat or Cber acker, why do you rise?

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
M. President. | was wondering if the bill's
sponsor would yield for a couple of questions.

SENATOR HARCKHAM I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

Senat or Harckham good to see you

M. President, first on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ober acker on the bill.

SENATOR HARCKHAM (I naudi bl e.)

(Laughter.)

SENATOR OBERACKER: So | think as
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maybe some of you know, or maybe not, that, you
know, my background is food. | was a sausage
maker -- | guess | still amin sone respects.

And you know, they always say there are two

t hi ngs you shoul d never see being nade, right, is
| aws and sausage. And |'ve done both.

Bei ng a chef and being a food
scientist, which together now they collectively
call a research chef, | have delved into a | ot of
what we had tal ked about discussion-w se. And
so, Senator Harckham first off, I'"mgoing to
kind of focus in on the food side of the
equati on.

| have worked wi th packaging. |
have worked with the polyners that go into the
actual food production and packaging. |'ve
worked with what's called OIR rates, oxygen
transfer rates, when it conmes to those pol yners.
Working on barrier film non-barrier film
Ri ght ? Cook-in-the-bag technol ogy. Wen | was
executive chef for ConAgra Foods, the | argest
food conpany in the United States at that tine,
we -- | think it was as nuch as 60 percent of our
busi ness was RTE, ready-to-eat foods.

So they actually sent ne to
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packagi ng conpanies to learn what is in our
packagi ng, what it does, and what we can expect
fromit.

An area that | had expertise, which
is in HPP, high pressure pasteurization, taking
certain polyners and certain filmthat can
wi t hstand the pressures that are needed for the
past euri zation process, which in turn nakes our
food that nuch safer. Taking care of E. col
OH157, Listeria nonocytogenes, canpyl obacter, is
just sone of the -- and sal nonella, by the way --
sonme of the really nasties, as we say in our
i ndustry, out there.

| was told about health risks and
the health risks that sone of these filns
potentially pronote. And that the DEC i s going
to be the entity that kind of decides that part
of it. That part alarnms ne. | don't think

they're experts in food production. And | don't

say this with any ill malice. | just sinply
say that that is not their forte -- just as with
anything DECwi se, |"'mnot. | know how to nake a

roux and a fantastic sauce and gravy. But when
it cones to the other things, I will concede,

M. President, I amnot an expert.
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You know, |I'mfamliar with the
term nol ogy called GRAS. Ckay? And that's not
what we -- that's not, to some of our folks,
cannabi s-wi se or otherwise. But CGRAS is an
anal ogy that says "generally regarded as safe."
FDA, USDA use this anal ogy because of the anount
of testing that went into ingredients and
packagi ng and processi ng.

M. President, if -- at this tinme if
the bill sponsor would now yield for a couple of
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham do you yi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or Har ckham

So again, outlining where | went
with safety being a concern. And | was really
glad to hear in the ex -- when it cane to ag, you
had had some exenptions. Medical, you'd had sone
exenptions. So | was really glad to see that

this wasn't just kind of a knee-jerk reaction, it
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was -- there was sone thought involved.

So in the production of RTE --
ready-to-eat -- neats, those -- as | expl ai ned,
and we're worried about health concerns, what in
your opinion is a greater health concern if going
into a deli and getting some turkey breast and
t hat not being produced under a cook-in-the-bag
t echnol ogy which uses these pol yners and these
films to elimnate the Listeria nonocytogenes and
SO0 on, versus the post-effect or the recycling
and the waste that's generated with the packagi ng
around that.

So if you could give nme just a
little bit of your thoughts on that.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Sure. Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you for your thoughtful

guestion and statenent. | appreciate your

prof essi onal experience. | amnot a food safety
expert. | stayed in a Holiday Inn Express |ast
ni ght .

(Laughter.)
SENATOR HARCKHAM But, you know,
what we do, as you know, as |awmakers is we reach

out to the folks who are. And one of the
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el enents of this bill, especially when it cones
to food safety, is that nothing in this bil
overrides FDA gui deli nes.

So if there's a wapping that needs
to be for all of the properties that you describe
and it can't be met under this law, then the
conpany can use it -- the existing material. So
if it's not technologically feasible in the next
12 years to get to that place, they can still use
what they're using to neet FDA guidelines.
Because food safety needs to be paranount.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the bill sponsor would continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat, Senator Harckham That brought my anxiety
| evel down quite a bit. | truly appreciate that.

So getting into now t he beverage
side of the equation, which again |I've been known

to enjoy, except for last night, sone |ate-night
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beverages. | understand that the beverages
covered by the Returnabl e Container Law that we
had just passed are exenpt fromthe provisions of
this proposal. But | just want to clarify that
in addition to beverage containers, the retail --
is retail packaging in there exenpt? |Is that
correct? So in other words --

SENATOR HARCKHAM Anything that is
covered by the existing state Bottle Bill is
exenpt fromthis bill.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat, Senator.

| believe |I have one nore -- through
you, M. President, if the bill sponsor would
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: | didn't want
to get you excited, Senator Harckham wth saying
| had one nore, but | amlooking for -- there we

go. So as the ranker on Transportation, in one
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of ny previous experiences | was also the -- |
chaired Public Wrks for tsego County, which our
hi ghway fell under. At one time we were | ooking
at taking plastics through a recycl able and
actually reusing themin road emulsions. 1In the
UK there was a big push for that. The

petrochem cals that are in sone of the plastics
that we were using actually | ooked at reducing
costs for that.

So ny question beconmes, would there
be any interest, would there be any areas on this
side of the aisle concerning this piece of
| egislation, to look at that as a way of
extending the runway, if you will, for sone of
our producers that are in the packaging and film
producti on busi ness?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. First of all, there's nothing in
this bill that would be a prohibition to the
activities that you descri bed.

Secondl y, the advisory conmttee
every three years will nake a report to us and
t he Governor on new technol ogi cal advances and on
new advances in recycling, whether that would be

consi dered for consideration for recycling or
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that's just another way of extending, you know,
the product life of certain things. You know,

t he appropriate environnental officials would

need to weigh in on the safety of that.

But that is not currently excluded
under this law, and there is a nechani sm whereby
every three years the Legislature would receive a
report on such technol ogies |like that.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
bill sponsor would yield for one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

And getting back to our conversation
with DEC being kind of the -- and correct ne if
I"mwong with this, Senator Harckham-- the |ead
agency when it conmes to kind of the health risk
assessnment. Wuld there be an opportunity for
the bill sponsor to consider either an individual
or the entity of Ag & Markets, our Comn ssioner

Ri chard Ball -- soneone that has kind of a --
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nore of an input and food-based know edge on
that, if there could be at | east one entity on
this determ ning factor when it conmes to that
process, is that sonmething that would be --

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yeah, through
you, M. President, as it's envisioned right now,
t he Toxi ¢ Packagi ng Task Force, nine nunbers, DEC
commi ssi oner, DOH comm ssioner, a packagi ng
i ndustry rep, an environnmental justice
organi zation, a chem cal industry rep, a
t oxi col ogy expert, and a public health expert.
And all of those nenbers are appointed by the
DEC.

And then there is a nuch nore
extensive |list for the advisory council,
i ncl udi ng appointnments by the majority and the
mnority side in both chanbers.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or Har ckham

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ober acker on the bill.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or Harckham for those answers. | truly

appreciate it.
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Not that | need to also -- not that
| need to add to ny plate, in the anal ogy of
course of being a chef that | think is there, but
| would truly like to be a source of information.
| would Iike to be a source to help through this
process. Because it is conplex. It is conplex.

And | think too, as we | ook at our
food conpani es here, a huge part of it, the
tentacles fromfood production to agriculture to
our supermarkets -- you know, | -- I'mtrying to
envision, Senator, what it would | ook |like at the
end of 12 years with these adjustnents, wal ki ng
into a supermarket and | ooking to see howit --
how it is, howit |ooks. Asking for, you know, a
pound of sliced ham and howis it going to cone
to ne.

And nore appropriately, how does
t hat product | ook when we tal k about it needs
sustai nable color, it needs to be sustainable
flavor, it needs to have shelf life, it needs to
be safe. ©Ch, and by the way, it needs to be
nutritious. It needs to hit a bunch of buttons.
And it -- sonetinmes, when | | ook at the
requi renents and | see what's being proposed

here, in the background I hear the thene from
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"M ssion Inpossible.” That's not to say it can't
be done. | just -- we have got a hercul ean
effort ahead of us to inplenent this.

And the other part of this | wll
say -- and then, M. President, I'll sit down and
concede the rest of my tine -- we're not very
good here at rollouts. And | would |ike to see
us take that under consideration. 1've been here
now four years. |'ve seen us roll out sone
periodic pieces of legislation. You can always
arnchair-quarterback and say some shoul d have
been done better. But in this case the inpact is
so wide, the inpact inpacts every one of us, not
only in this room but our famlies, our
grandchildren -- and | would like to see us
really do due diligence and make sure that we do
do this in a well-thought-out plan.

So agai n, Senator Harckham thank
you for the questions, much appreciated.

M. President, thank you. And
concede the rest of my tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Oberacker.

Senat or Borrello, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President
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woul d t he sponsor yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President. So let's fast-forward to when you
can no |l onger purchase a -- say a bottle of
plastic with ketchup init, okay? So let's say a
restaurant owner, like nme, who lives on the
border of Pennsyl vania, goes to a food
whol esal er, a cash-and-carry in the State of
Pennsyl vani a and buys a case of plastic bottles
filled with ketchup and brings them back and uses
them at ny restaurant.

| s there sonme kind of plastic bottle
police that | have to worry about? What's going
t o happen?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. First of all, just the assunption
of the question: You will still be able to buy a
plastic bottle of ketchup. It just either needs

to be sustainabl e through nechanical recycling,

whi ch many of the clear plastics are. |In fact,
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Hei nz just announced with great fanfare they had
spent over a mllion dollars to develop a cap
that could be recycl ed through mechani ca
recycling.

So products like that will be --
will still be fully available. W're just asking
themto use 30 percent |ess plastic and use nore
recycl ed content through conventional neans of
mechani cal recycling. So you'll still be able to
get that plastic bottle of ketchup.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wth all due
respect, sir, they've already said that they're
not going to make any accommodations for New York
State. In fact, Heinz -- we've already heard
fromKraft Heinz they're just going to pull their
products fromthe shel f.

So the thought that they are going

to come up with some nore expensive boutique
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version of a plastic ketchup bottle is | think a
fall acy.

So let's continue on. |I'mgoing to
ask you if you could answer ny question. | buy a
case full of the current Heinz red-bottle-plastic
ket chups and | bring themto use at ny
restaurant. Wat happens?

SENATOR HARCKHAM First of all --
t hrough you, M. President -- | would just |ike
to comment on the assunption. People are not
going to | eave the New York market. W are one
of the largest economes in the world. They are
not going to | eave.

They didn't | eave the European
mar ket. Europe has been doing this for over a
decade. They're a decade ahead of us. People --
the prior question, what does the supernarket

| ook like? Go to Germany. Stroll around

supernmarket. That's what this will ook like, is
that every product that we currently have will be
avai | abl e.

The other thing is New York is doing
this, California is doing it, Miine is now doing
it, Oregon, Washington. So -- so manufacturers

wi |l be adjusting because there is a nationa
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novenment to do this. Al of the provinces in
Canada do this but one.

But the assertion is -- the
assunption that the people are going to | eave the
New York market | think is just wong, with al
due respect.

To your question --

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

(Overtal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM | was going to
answer your question.

SENATOR BORRELLO Oh, to ny
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, he was --

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR BORRELLO | thought you
wer e done.

(Overtal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: He's

getting to the --
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SENATOR BORRELLO He's going to
answer ny question.

SENATOR HARCKHAM The onus is on
the producer. [It's not on you.

So if you -- if you want to go to
Pennsyl vani a and buy what you want to buy, the
onus is not on you, the onus is on who sells what
in New York.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay. So what
you're saying is, is that in a district |ike
mne -- and | will add even in the New York City
nmetropol itan area where we border New Jersey,
Connecticut, which | don't -- have not heard of
any plans for themto do this type of extensive
ban on things.

So there's going to be no penalty.
This is not contraband. You're still going to be

able to buy these things. You're going to be
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able to buy them across state lines and bring
t hem i n.

What about |ike Amazon? Well,
Amazon -- you know, Amazon has a conmercia
whol esal e program you can buy restaurant
products on Amazon and have them delivered. W
don't do that. W use our |ocal distributors.

But what happens now i f soneone
wants to order those same products on Anazon?

(Pause.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM Al'l right.
Sorry, Senator, we needed to get clarification.

The -- when you're buying from
Amazon, the product inside, if it's going to be
sold in New York, is the responsibility of the
producer to neet New York standards. The
ext ernal packagi ng, the boxes, that is up to
Amazon to -- for their requirenents on the
secondary and tertiary packaging. So there would
be -- there would be two | evels there.

But -- but, you know, if the
assertion is, you know, you want to buy from
somewhere and it's a different bottle, you know,
the onus is not on you. The onus is on the

producer and it's on the packager.
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But | woul d al so suggest that
because of the size of New York and California,
that what you're going to see happen is for the
smal | er states |ike Connecticut and Rhode | sl and,
they're going to be getting the new packagi ng
that New York and California are driving. That's
going to be the national nodel, and that's -- and
that's part of the goal here.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Vel |, these are
al so gl obal corporations. And | know you're
tal ki ng about certain places. But, you know,
first of all, Canada only has a recycling
mandate. They do not delve into what New York is
delving into. 1In fact, New York, as usual, is
t he nost extrene.

So | have a feeling that when it
comes to drilling dowmn to what the rea

requi renents are going to be, especially after
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this special panel of people that are going to
probably nake it so restrictive that it's going
to further encourage these conpanies not to
participate in our market here.

And I'msure there will be others,
at a nmuch higher price, that will create those
bouti que brands. But to say that we are going to
sonmehow i npact a gl obal product |ike Heinz
ket chup here in New York and California I think
is -- without a trenendous increase in cost, is
f ool i sh.

But et me ask you this. So what
you're saying is Amazon then will have to now
ensure that that plastic ketchup bottle needs to
be sustainable, all these things that you' ve just
tal ked about. But then it will be wapped up in
sonme Styrof oam wap, in sonme bubble wap, put in
a cardboard box, shipped on a diesel truck and
delivered to nmy house so we can nmake sure that we
have a sustai nabl e ketchup bottle inside. |Is
t hat correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, two points.
First is getting back to your

comments on this organi zation of people. The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6136

producer responsibility organi zation are al

busi nesspeople. There are sone
environnmental i sts, there are sone | abor people --
but this is the structure that they request ed.

W -- this is the structure fromthe A print that
was -- this is a nonprofit run by industry.

They' re the ones who cone up with the plan.

This is not big government -- as was
al luded to by Senator Helnming, this is not big
government telling themhowto do it. This is us
saying to business: You know better, you conme up
with the plan. So that's one assertion.

The other is -- is we want to get
rid of the bubble wap. W want to get rid of
the Styrofoam And | bring back the anal ogy of
Apple. Apple is one of the |argest congl onerates
inthe world. And if we pass this today -- and
when we do pass this today -- with the 10-year
| ookback, Apple conputers is, across their entire
product line, is fully conpliant.

Now, the other thing that | didn't
add -- if you'd give ne one second for clarity --
one of the other changes we made in this bill was
we al so recogni ze, and to Senator Oberacker's

point, it could be hard on a product-by-product,
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package- by- package basis, to neet the nandates of
this law. So we said if you can't make it on a
unit basis, you can do it on a corporate basis.

So if you can't nake it on the
yogurt cup, you can make it on the soup can. And
SO we've given corporations that much nore
flexibility.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO So we' ve said
you can do this, but not that. W' ve said that
we're not restricting people fromactually owning
these things, it's not contraband, so you can go
and order it online, you can have -- you can go
pick it up in Pennsylvania, New Jersey. So
what's the real inpact of this going to be? |If
we've given all -- we give exceptions to
agriculture you just said. So what's the real --
is this just kind of for show?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
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M. President. | -- | don't honestly think that
peopl e are going to be driving across state |ines
and figuring out howto -- howto get around this
| aw to buy contraband packaging. | really don't
see that as sonething that people are going to do
intheir lives.

But | thank you for the question.
What this is going to do, over the next 12 years,
is reduce the anmount of packagi ng waste by
30 percent in New York State.

We have a nassive waste crisis. Qur
landfills are closing. W have 10 waste
incinerators in New York State. It may sound
i ke an el egant solution: Ship your waste to
sonmeone el se's community to incinerate. | have
one of these in ny district in Peekskill,

New York -- hundreds of diesel-belching trucks
goi ng through the community on a daily basis.

That is not a hel pful sol ution.

Qur landfills, the last landfill on
Long Island -- and correct nme, ny coll eagues from
Long Island -- is closing next year. And we
heard -- we heard Senator Lanza yesterday speak

about the horrors of the Staten Island |landfill.

So who in this roomwants a waste incinerator in
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their district? W wants a new landfill in
their district?

So the way we inprove the situation
and get the toxins out of our bodies and out
of -- out of the waste stream and out of nature
is sinply to reduce the waste and elimnate the
packagi ng at the source.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you talk
about the people that are involved in these
decisions. Here's one of them Beyond Pl astics.
They were quoted as suggesting that instead of
giving children at Hal | oneen prew apped, you
know, packaged pi eces of candy, that you should
j ust take unw apped candy and throw it in a paper
bag and give it out on Hal |l owneen.

Do you think that's a good idea?

SENATOR HARCKHAM As a parent, no.

But that's not in this | aw
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO | realize that
putting, you know, food into a paper bag and
handing it to kids is not in the |law. But
certainly a lot of the packagi ng that woul d be
used to hand out sanitary candy is. So what are
we going to do about that?

Are we -- we're tal king about taking
a very small piece of candy that costs pennies
and -- you said packaging is a small cost. It
is. But when you're tal king about a two-cent
pi ece of candy, you're tal king about doubling the
cost of that candy. And | don't know if you've
gi ven out candy on Hall oween. | have. | spend
hundreds of dollars on that.

So what are we going to do for
things like that where the cost of the food is

pretty nmuch equal to the cost of the packagi ng?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. As | said earlier, | have great
faith in American industry and their potential to
innovate. W all talk about that. W all brag
about how productive American industry is, how

i nnovative American industry is. W're proud of
the industries in our district.

And all of a sudden, when we ask
themto reduce the anmount of packagi ng by
30 percent in 12 years, we hear from sonme of the
bi ggest multinational corporations in the world,
W can't do it.

O course they can do it. W
believe they can do it. W put a man on the noon
in 10 years. W can conme up with a new piece of
candy w apper in 12 years that has 30 percent

| ess packaging or is made froma nore sustainabl e

material .

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor - -

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | know you have
this, you know, view that the conpanies are going
to step up and do what you' ve asked. But
Kraft Heinz, one of the world s |argest food
purveyors, is saying they're just not going to
sell the products here in New York State. They
haven't commtted to produci ng anything that
neets these needs.

So who else is going to be naking
Cool Wi p and Phil adel phia Cream Cheese and
Hei nz tomat o ket chup, Lunchabl es, Kraft Singles,
Phi | adel phi a Cream Cheese -- who else is going to
be making that if they' ' re not going to make it
for us?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. The notion that a multinationa
corporation that's already doing this in

Europe -- they're already doing this in Europe;

t hey' ve been doing this for well over a decade in
Europe -- are going to walk away fromthe

New York market and the California market, which
are anong the |argest economes in the world,
think -- | think is pure bluster. [It's absolute

bluster. They are not going to wal k away from
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t hese markets.

There are conpani es that are al ready
doing this. The issue of Kraft -- the
cheese- product singles that so much has been nade
about, nunber one, they are making a choice to do
that. There is nothing in federal food
regul ati on that says you have to wrap every
single slice individually. |If you buy Sargento
cheese, all the cheese is in one package
separated by thin wax paper. They're not
i ndi vi dual Iy wrapped.

But as we have said numerous tines,

t hey have an opportunity across their entire
corporate line -- so let's just say they want to
continue to wap slices individually. They can
find the reductions el sewhere across their
corporate |ine.

But, you know, if -- just to finish
up on the cheese issue, if they want to die on
that hill, you know, we can tal k about the
unheal thful effects of the plastic in constant
contact. That's one of those fatty foods that we
tal ked about earlier that lea -- that the harnfu
toxins fromthe plastic can | each into.

So, you know, there's a strong
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public health argunent to be said that they may
want to rethink that strategy. But if they
don't, then they can -- they can certainly neet
the targets of this bill across other products in
their product Iine.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | know t hat
soneti mes free-market econony escapes sone of you
fol ks. But when you start tal king about a
boutique itemthat's made for Europe, where the
cost of living is much higher, the cost of food
is much higher, the cost of everything is nuch
hi gher, they can probably afford to do sonme kind
of advanced packagi ng that neets those standards
i n Europe.

But what happens here in New York?
Li ke, for exanple, they could just say from now
on all Heinz ketchup sold in New York State is

going to be in a glass bottle. WII that change
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nmeet your standard?

SENATOR HARCKHAM If it meets the
recyclability requirenments. But that's up to the
conpany. That's up to the PRO There are -- for
instance, let's -- see that glass bottle right
t here?

SENATOR BORRELLO (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM That gl ass
bottle is recyclabl e through nechani cal
recycling. |If they were to use the pol yner that
isin that bottle that is fully recyclable, it's
clear, it doesn't have colors, it doesn't have
pi gnents -- you know, where all the -- nost of
t he harnful chem cals cone in are the colors and
to hold the shapes and those things.

There are options out there for
clear plastic containers that they can use today
t hrough nechani cal recycling. They were the ones
who did the press rel ease a couple of nonths ago
touting the noney and the R&D they put into a cap
that can be recycl ed t hrough conventi onal
recycling, mechanical recycling.

So if they're going to tout that
t hey' ve already done this, why would they wal k

away fromthe New York market? They're doing
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t hi s now.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO First, to answer
your question. Developing a cap, which is maybe,
what, 10 percent of the total package -- which
understand is a great PR nove for them W' ve
made this cap, it's recyclable. But the big part
is not recyclabl e.

And when we start tal king about
gl ass, you know -- and the reason | brought up
glass is that, quite frankly, we all thought
gl ass was wonderful and recyclable. Turns out
it's not. dass is not being recycled. The only
thing we're actually really good at recycling is
aluminum So pretty nuch everything is going to
be put into alumnumif we want to neet that
standard. We're not good at glass. W're not
good at plastic.

So to go back to nmy question, if
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they're going to nove this into glass because it
neets the standards, but glass is no nore
recycl able than plastic at this point, what good
isit?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. There is no assertion that they
need to be noved into gl ass.

Let nme -- let me, if thisis
hel pful, tal k about what the PRO does, is they
| ook at, across industries, what is the packaging
that's nost sustainable, what is the |east
sust ai nabl e, and how do we get nore. And the fee
structure, it's called eco-nodulation. So the
conpani es that have the worst product types in
terms of sustainability and recyclability, those
conpanies will pay nore. And that's what their
incentive is, to better excel. And the conpanies
that are already perform ng and have highly
sust ai nabl e packagi ng, they will pay the |east.

And so that's the whol e prem se of
this, is that conmpanies will now have a -- have
skin in the gane. Right now the only skin in the
ganme is you and ne and you -- we're paying this
t hrough our taxes, through our tipping fees, to

our carters.
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So for the first tine the
manuf act urers of nonsustai nabl e packagi ng that we
are paying to dispose of, they will just have to
think about the Iife cycle of that package, from
the sourcing of the raw materials to the end, on
how we di spose it. And they are going to be
contributing to your local nunicipalities, ny
| ocal municipalities, on the investnments in the
t echnol ogy and the di sposal and the recycling of
t hese products.

SENATOR BORRELLO Quickly, a tine
check, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello, | was just about to tell you, you have
10 minutes and 30 seconds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al'l right,
wonder ful . Thank you.

One nore question, if the sponsor
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you brought
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up the fact that we are going to save noney
through tipping fees, the landfills, so forth. |
spent 10 years in county government. Qur
landfill was a big issue -- sonme good, sone bad.
But it was definitely a profit generator.

So are we going to require that
what ever so-called savings fromthis is going to
be passed on to taxpayers? Is that in this bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. Nunmber one, as we nentioned
before, the conpanies, the private conpani es that
are currently carting and distributing the waste
have contracts with the counties, with | oca
muni ci palities. W' ve protected those contracts.
So not hing that the PRO decides will override
t hose contracts.

But that noney, New York City is
estimating they will save 150 m | lion annually.

NYSAC is estimating the rest of New York State

will save 100 mllion annually. That's

$250 million that municipalities can give back to
taxpayers. 1'd like to see that. But that's
also $250 mllion nore that could be for

firefighters, for police officers, for social

wor kers, for teachers. That's up to the
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muni ci pality to figure out how to dispense those
savi ngs.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yeah,
$250 million -- that's alnpbst a day's worth of
runni ng state governnent. Wat an anmazi nhg anount
of noney we're going to save.

Lookit, folks. No matter how you
slice this, this is going to lead to | ess choice
for our consunmers. |It's going to | ead to higher
costs. Could there be a solution that would be
provi ded? Maybe. Maybe they'l|l make good on
their promse that they're just not going to sel
the products in New York State. Sonebody el se
will, but it will be at a higher cost.

We tal k about affordability, an
affordability crisis in New York State. This is
not going to make New York nore affordable. But
nore inportantly, it's not going to do a dam
thing to i npact plastic waste on a gl obal scale,
not even on a national scale.

You know, we used to have a nati onal
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strategy for things like this. The reality is is
back in 2018, China decided they were going to
stop taking plastic waste. So we have all these
containers full of crap that nobody needs com ng
from China, and they're leaving to go back to
China enpty. They used to go back with all of
our plastic waste, and that plastic waste was
recycl ed.

Now, the president of the
United States could solve this problemin a day.
He could say to the Chinese governnment, W're not
going to take any nore of that stuff that you're
maki ng unl ess every contai ner goes back full of
plastic waste and that it is properly reused,
recycl ed, whatever. But we don't have that kind
of | eadership in Washington right now So that's
why we're dealing with this crisis.

If you want to do this on a nationa
scal e, yes, perhaps then, you know, Kraft Heinz,
all these other conpanies would cone up with sone
kind of a strategy. But at the end it's still
going to cost everybody nore noney. Let's not
make any m stake about that. But the fact that
we think that we are going to actually inpact the

policies and the manufacturing of a gl obal
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conpany wi thout trenendous cost to our consumers
is just a fallacy.

Now, Senator Harckham brought up the
fact that 67 percent -- according to this
Si ena poll, 67 percent of New Yorkers think that
plastic waste is a problem | think plastic
waste is a problem | agree. But do they agree
on the solutions?

Because it's funny, fol ks, when it
comes to CLCPA and all these environnental
i ssues, everybody's all in until they realize
what it's going to cost them And there's
probably no greater exanple of that than nost
recently, when Ithaca, the |iberal bastion of
|t haca, just voted down the electric school bus
mandate. So apparently it's a climte crisis
until it raises their property taxes; then it's
no longer a crisis they want to pay for.

If Ithaca, filled with environnmenta
radicals, filled with all kinds of I|iberals,
isn't going to actually pay for electric
school buses, then what are nost New Yorkers
going to do when they realize what it's going to
cost to inplenment this? Wat are nost

New Yor kers going to do when they realize that
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j obs are going to be chased away, nore jobs, nore
famlies, less affordability? That's the inpact
of this.

And on a global scale, this isn't
going to make a dent in the plastic problem
Shoul d we use | ess di sposabl e one-use products?
Absol utely we should. That takes personal
constraint. It takes a national policy. And it
certainly takes the realization that perhaps the
best thing you could do is buy sonmething |ocally.

The packaging that's involved to buy
one itemon Amazon is trenendous. Absolutely
tremendous. And we're actually going to
encourage nore of that. W're going to encourage
people to drive in their fossil fuel vehicles a
l[ittle bit further to go get that itemthat they
want, those Lunchables that their kids want to
take to lunch, that package of cheese -- whatever
it is.

And if you don't think it's going to
happen, it's already happening. M district
borders the State of Pennsylvania for about a
hundred mles straight, and people go to
Pennsylvania all the time for all kinds of

things. And they will go. Instead of going to
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the Wegman's in Jamestown, New York, they'll go
to the Wegnan's in Erie, Pennsylvania, and get
t he products that they want.

So at the end of the day you're
going to continue to backpedal and backpedal and
backpedal to try to satisfy the nost radica
el enents of our political process here, because
that's really what this is about. This is about
appeasi ng the radical s.

We just had a -- they just had a big
punch in the gut courtesy of the Governor.
Congestion pricing, that's not going to happen.
They're all very upset about that. So we've got
to throw thema bone, folks. Here it is. Here
is the bone we're going to throw them  Sonet hing
that's going to damage our econony, and at the
end of the day do nothing to actually inpact the
anount of plastic waste,

It's time to stop this. It's tine
to stop letting the radicals rule the policies
here in Albany. That's what this is, and that's
why |'mvoting no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Borrello.
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Senat or O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Just to clarify, | think you said,
in response to the |last questioners, that any
container currently covered by our five-cent
deposit is excluded fromthis?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: So the producers
of those -- through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara, | just want to rem nd you, we have
30 minutes left in the entire debate, you have
your 30 minutes. So | just wanted to keep you

abreast of that.
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WI1l the sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now | forgot what
| was going to ask, but --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: \%%
apol ogi es --

SENATCR O MARA: | don't need
30 minutes, | guess.

No, so those producers of those
bottl es and contai ners that have a nickel deposit
on them they're not going to participate in this
producer responsibility?

SENATOR HARCKHAM well, they --

t hrough you, M. President, they may, because

t hey have ot her products. Many of them have
snack lines, they have fast food restaurants. So
t he beverage bottles are exenpt, but they have

ot her lines of business so they may be invol ved
in the PRO

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, |
certainly appreciate what we're trying to get at
here, and the reduction of waste overall is
certainly a | audabl e goal and sonething that we
need to really focus on. |'mjust not sure that
this is the correct way to do it.

But this bill, the | anguage says
producers are responsible for reduction, refill
and reuse, collection, transportation, recycling
and di sposal. What is neant by "disposal"?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Well, that is --
that is part of the plan. The producers cone up,
working with | ocal municipalities and know ng
where the investnments need to be nade, based on
the materials, whether that is recycling -- to
Senat or Borrello's point about |ocal products,
that's reuse and re-use.

You know, there wasn't -- well, it
was a long tine ago when sonme of us were young
and you'd go to the supernarket to buy soda, they

woul d cone in glass bottles. You'd store themin
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t he basenent, and then the next tinme you went
back and you exchanged them That was a reuse
and re-use econony. In Europe, very often the
Wi ne bottles are reusable. They're thicker
gauge, they're still the same product, but then
you return them That's -- that's what -- sort
of what Senator Borrello was alluding to, is the
reuse and the re-use.

But the notion -- and to your point,
Senat or O Mara, about what this process is, this
is not a group of radicals, as ny good friend
Senator Borrello alluded to. These are
Fortune 500 conpani es. These are sonme of the
| ar gest conpanies in the world, conpanies that
have bal ance sheets that are bigger than nost
countries. W're the ones -- they're the ones
who said, Gve us the responsibility. And that's
what they're doing. They will figure out the
life cycle of the process, they will work out
with the waste haul ers and the recyclers the best
way to approach this.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, will the sponsor

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. Now, we
have a variety of waste collection prograns
t hroughout the state. Different nmunicipalities
do it different ways. Sone don't provide
anything at all, and it's private haulers. Sone
peopl e take their own trash to the transfer
station.

So, you know, under this, saying
producers are responsible for all of this that we
just tal ked about -- let's just take New York
City as an exanple. And they have, what, a
$1.9 billion nunicipal waste program sanitation
department budget. Wiat's going to be left for
the Gty of New York to do, that these -- all
t hese producers are requiring to do?

SENATOR HARCKHAM The figure you
quoted, that $9 billion figure --

SENATOR O MARA: One- poi nt - ni ne
billion.

SENATOR HARCKHAM One- poi nt - ni ne.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6160

That is exactly why this is New York

City's nunber-one legislative priority this year,

this bill. Because this will save them anywhere
from150 mllion -- | didn't quote the top end
before -- 150 mllion to 250 mllion a year,
because they will be collecting |less material and
they'Il be collecting it smarter because it wll
be -- it will be a honed systemworking with the

manuf acturers as to what actually can be recycled

and what can't be recycl ed.

You know, the point that -- that
Senator Borrello made -- and this goes to your
poi nt, Senator O Mara -- is, you know, that China

shoul d sonmehow magically recycle all this
stuff -- the truth is, plastic cannot be
recycled. Five to 6 percent of plastics can be
recycled. The rest of it cannot be recycl ed.
And that's why it's going to landfills and
incinerators. And so that's where the savings to
pl aces |ike New York City will conme in, is when
we have real recyclable.

The other thing | should nention is
we're creating markets for this material because
we have recycled content requirenments that are

going to help spur the nmarketplace. And this is
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al so happening in New Jersey. They don't have
the sane | aw we do, but they are also -- have now
a | aw about recycled content mnimunms. So we're
finally driving a marketplace for these materials
whi ch did not exist before.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR O MARA: well --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham do you yi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, | do. I'm
sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, | -- the
i ssue that only so nmuch plastic is recycled on a
percentage basis is certainly restricted by the
removal of advanced recycling in this
| egislation. And we don't have the ability to
pursue that under this.

But back to the New York City

sanitation budget of 1.9 billion. And you say --
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SENATOR HARCKHAM " msorry,
Senator O Mara. Go ahead.

SENATCR O MARA: Yeah, back to the
$1.9 billion New York City sanitation budget.
And this may save -- this |legislation my save
themup to 250 mllion?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes. That's
their estinate.

SENATCR O MARA: Then -- then
what's left for the city to do? Wat --

SENATOR HARCKHAM Well, they wll
still be doing the sane things that they do, but
they will be being reinbursed fromthe producer
responsi bility organi zati on.

As we nentioned, there are
eco-nodul ated fees. So for the folks who are
produci ng the | east-sustainabl e packagi ng, they
will be paying nore. The fol ks who produce the
nost - sust ai nabl e packaging will be paying |ess.
But those fees are going to go to New York City
and to your small nunicipalities and nmy small
muni ci palities to help reinmburse running the
costs for disposal of all of this waste.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you

M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? (Pause.)

WI1l the sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, absol utely.

SENATCR O MARA: So then out of
that roughly $1.7 billion left after the savings
fromthis, what is left in the waste stream for
the city to deal with? Wy aren't -- why is this
only making up a couple hundred mllion of a
$2 billion budget?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Because it's not
intended to replace nunicipal prograns. It's to
augnent and to rmake smarter. And for the fol ks
that are producing the waste that is the nost
probl ematic, for themto contribute to the
di sposal

In New York City, the unionized
fol ks who coll ect waste each and every day w ||
continue to do that. They nmay go to different --
different MRFs, the materials recovery centers.
But part of this will be that the PRO will
determne, all right, in the New York City area
the materials recovery centers really need X, Y

and Z in terns of new advanced technol ogy. They
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will invest in that so that our recycling
progranms and our waste di sposal prograns becone
smarter and ultinmately nore cost-effective, and

hopefully dealing with less raw material to begin

Wi th.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM "' m sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: O all the
producers contenplated by this legislation in
New Yor k, how many jobs are accounted for in
ei ther the manufacturing, the distribution or the
retail sale of these products? How many jobs?

SENATOR HARCKHAM It woul d be
across the spectrum It would be -- it would
mean nmany, nany j obs.

And the fact of the matter is al npst
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all of those jobs will not be changed. Marketing
will not be changed. Food production will not be
changed. The normal conduct of conmerce will not
be changed.

All we are asking conpanies to do is

be better corporate neighbors and rethink the
life cycle of their products, from how they
extract raw materials to the sustainability of
the product to the end |ife cycle of the
production. Because we are paying for that.
We're paying for it in taxes. W're paying for
it in public health costs. And this is not an
unr easonabl e demand to ask of corporate Anmeri ca.
And let's think about -- when we
tal k about innovation, innovation neans new j obs.
You know, when we tal ked about the CLCPA and the
green econony -- and we heard a | ot of
pooh- poohing fromcertain folks -- we have
created already tens of thousands of good,
hi gh- payi ng green jobs right here in New York
| nnovation spurs jobs. It doesn't renove jobs.
SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is the
requi renent on a nunicipality to reduce their
t axes by the amount being saved here that is
bei ng paid by the producers?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. There's nothing in the bill that
mandates a | ocal mnunicipality has to do anything
with the noney. That is a decision to be made at
the local level. |If they want to return it to

t he taxpayers, that's a great benefit. |If they
need to hire firefighters, whatever, they can do
t hat .

And quite honestly, there's a
provision in the bill that if a nmunicipality
wants to keep doing what it's doing on its own,
it can opt out. It doesn't have to participate.
| nmean, that will nmean they will |ose fees, but
if they don't want to participate, a municipality
doesn't have to.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So there's no
requi renent that the savings to the
muni ci palities get passed on to the taxpayer.

SENATCOR HARCKHAM It's a | oca
deci si on.

SENATOR O MARA: How nuch do you
anticipate the cost of goods in New York to
increase as a result of this |egislation?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. As we spoke before about the --
if I can just find it again -- the Colunbia study
was zero to $4 a nonth. There was a study done
on the Oregon programthat said the cost was de
mnims.

The York study, which seens to cone
out every tine a different state or province
comes up with one of these progranms, you know,
has a much hi gher cost.

But | highlighted at the begi nning
of the discussion what the procedural flaws were

with that study and why the Col unbia study is
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much nore in line with what we can expect, based
on price conpetition and real USDA nunbers.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: I n your nost
recent revision to this bill three days ago, on
the D print, you renoved the ability of DEC to be
able to reduce the targets for reductions, given
certain circunstances. Wy has that ability been
taken away from DEC for what may be unforeseen
inability to reach these targets?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Vel l, there are
two things. Nunber one, in exchange for that we
gave conpanies the flexibility to neet these
targets across their entire corporate |ine.

Before, in the earlier versions of
the bill, they had to do it on every individual
package. And that was the pushback that we got

frommunicipalities -- not municipalities, the
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conpani es. They said, Gve us nore flexibility
across -- let us do it across our entire
portfolio. Wiich we did. So that was -- that
was the tradeoff there.

The other thing, as we di scussed
with Senator Cberacker, is if under this |law the
technol ogy is not available to nmeet FDA
requi renents, they can still apply for a waiver.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you. Thank
you, Senator.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: As | said at the
beginning, this is certainly a | audabl e goal and
something | aminterested in seeing in the
reduction of waste. W' ve seen far too nuch
landfilling across the State of New York
particularly handling New York City's garbage for
t hem

But | don't believe this is the way
todoit. And | believe that this is going to
rai se costs significantly to everyday
New Yor kers, based on the costs of this being

passed al ong through the price of every good that
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you're going to buy in a variety of so nmany
different ways. The prices are going up. The
cost of living in New York is going up as a
result of this.

And the Majority in this chanber and
the Governor of this state |love to tal k about
affordability and the problems we have with
affordability in New York State. Yet virtually
every action that gets taken decreases
affordability in New York State and will cost
jobs. W're seeing it through the CLCPA that
this body approved, with significantly increasing
utility rates already.

NYSEG R&E | ast fall were approved
for in excess of a 30 percent increase over
two and a half years. National Gid has put in
for an over 40 percent increase of their rates.
And that's just for the delivery charges. W
haven't even gotten to the inpacts of what the
costs are going to be to New Yorkers on the
supply of their electricity that's just passed
t hrough by the utility, because those are going
up significantly as well.

The costs of new transm ssion |ines

are not onto people's bills yet. The cost of
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of fshore wind is not onto people's bills yet.
This legislation before us today is going to
further raise costs to everyday New Yorkers on
their budgets, their ability to afford to be in
New York. And it's going to directly cost jobs.
Manuf acturers will pull out of New York State if
they can't utilize their products here.

We're already seeing it on sonething
t hat was passed just three or four years ago, the
banni ng of pol ystyrene packaging. There's a
manufacturer in Mddl etown, New York, in
Orange County, Cenpak -- just announced | ast week
that due to the restriction on the use of their
product in New York, they're shutting down their
pl ant .

(O f the record.)

SENATOR O MARA: CGenpak cl osi ng,
138 j obs, good-paying AFL-Cl O uni on jobs | eaving
t he state.

W' re seeing manufacturers close up
and leave this state in a variety of sectors and
i ndustries because of the rising costs of doing
busi ness in New York, because of the restriction
of the use of their products in this state. W

have no idea telling what the inplenentation of
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this is going to nean in reduction of jobs.

We just received this norning a
letter fromthe Teanmsters Local 812 representing
3,000 Teansters in New York City. They're
strongly opposed to this bill: "The mandates in
this bill will negatively inpact our union
nmenbers, costing themjobs, job hours and
i ncome. "

This is going to severely inpact and
curtail their activities as Teansters and the
jobs they do in New York State, and they're
concerned about those good-paying jobs.

There's the warning. You see it
with Genpak. You're hearing it fromthe
Teansters. This is going to be a disaster. |It's
going to raise the cost of living for every
New Yorker, and it's going to cost jobs in
New York State.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator O Mara

Senat or Pal unbo, we have
approximately nine mnutes of debate tine
remai ni ng.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
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M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a
coupl e of quick questions. They will be quick.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you,
Chairman. N ce to see you

Through you, M. President. Senator
Har ckham woul d food banks be subject to this
bill as producers?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. No, they would not. W had a
request a couple of weeks ago from fol ks who
provi de food to those in need, and they were
witten out of the bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM It's only the
del i vered food.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Clarification.
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SENATOR HARCKHAM So for -- excuse
me. Through you, M. President. So the
organi zations that deliver neals, for instance to
t he honebound, those are exenpt.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM But if I may, to
finish answering the question, a food bank is not
t he producer. So any of the packagi ng
requi renents would fall to the people producing
the food, not the food bank. So the food bank is
exenpt fromthis.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO That's three
yields for one question. Pretty good.

Okay. So just to be clear, then --

because they use plastic to secure pallets, but
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nore inportantly they collect and do distribute
to veterans and seniors prepackaged i ndi vi dual
nmeals. Would that fit within the purview of this
bill? And that's really the concern, that that
is technically -- even if they're not |eaving the
bui l di ng, the veterans and seniors are comng to
the food bank to pick up a prepacked neal that

t hey packaged at the food bank, would that be
subject to this bill?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, it's the manufacturer of the
packagi ng. So the food bank has no
responsibility for this.

So if this is covered under this
bill, which neals are, whether they're frozen
nmeal s or fast food neals, they would be covered
under this law. But the food bank itself is not.
It's the conpany, you know, whether it's -- you
know, John Liu Food Products, then John Liu Food
Products woul d be responsi ble for the packagi ng
under the bill. It's a congl onerate.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield for one nore question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Chai r man.

Through you, M. President. So then
just to be clear, because they do prepare neals
on-site, so if there was a food bank that had the
nmeans to create sone sort of packagi ng for
distribution, then | think they would fit within
the paraneters of this bill. And that's really
t he concern.

And if we could, just for
| egislative intent, be clear that that would
still be exenpt, |'d appreciate it.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. Good question. The food bank is
still exenmpt. It's the manufacturer of the
packagi ng, not the end user in this case.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Very good. Thank
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Pal unbo.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
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to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senat or Li u.

SENATOR LI U: M. President, on
consent, we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank the sponsor for
incredible work on this -- on this very conpl ex
and i nportant piece of |egislation.

For centuries our econony has worked
on the principle that manufacturers nake stuff

and they sell stuff and people buy it and use it
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and throw it away. But in the 21st century, we
finally have cone to understand that there is no
"away." That PVC itemthat may be safe to use in
your househol d, when it goes to an incinerator or
a landfill, or gets thrown on the ground and
eventual |y washes out to the ocean, it breaks
down into toxic conponents. And it cones back to
us through the air, through the water, through
the fish that are dying, through endocrine

di sruption, all kinds of things.

And we have got to start thinking
differently about how we get fromthe start to
the end of a product and what happens when it
can't go away. So extended producer
responsibility is the gold standard for getting
producers to figure that out: Wat is going to
happen to the product when it can't go away.

And this is, you know, a conprom se.
There is still a lot to be done, | think. But
this has the potential to nove the needle a | ong
way toward getting a lot of nmaterials out of the
waste stream and back into useful life, rather
than just assuming that it's going to go away.

| amso proud to vote aye. | am

grateful to everyone who worked on this bill and
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to my coll eagues who support it, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Mattera to explain his vote.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

M. President.

This is sonething that's very
interesting. And Senator Harckham you know, |
appl aud you. But when you said that the
Teansters unions with New York State were okay
with this bill, but the little local, the little
smal | local doesn't matter, that is very
upsetting to me as a union | eader, that that
woul d even be said.

There's 3,000 nmenbers that belong to
Local 812, ny brothers and sisters of the
bui l di ng trades on Long Island, that depend on
their jobs, mddle-class workers that depend on
their jobs, that haven't been heard what's being
going on with that, to have jobs that are going
to be lost, that are going to be elimnated. As
a union |leader, | create jobs. W do not |ose
j obs.

Sol'"malittle bit appalled, in

ot her words, to say they're only a little union.
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Really? | don't think all the nen and wonen of
that Local 812 out of Great Neck woul d appreciate
that very nuch. And | don't.

So another thing, too. The |abor
peace agreenent. In other words, that there's a
no-stri ke clause, you can't picket. You know,
this isn't the Taylor Law, that we have civil
service workers, with the building trades. W
depend on, in other words, that we have a
col | ective bargai ning agreenent that we can go
and we can bargain. And guess what, when we have
bad negotiations, that we can strike and get a --
and work hard for a decent wage, a decent
heal t hcare, and a decent pension. So this clause
|"mnot so happy with, with this that |I'm seeing
this that's in this bill.

So, M. President, | ama no on this
bill. And | would appreciate that, in other
wor ds, that Senator Harckham that you would go
to Local 812 and say that, in other words, you do
care about all the hardworking nmen and woren of
t hat | ocal

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Mattera to be recorded in the negative.
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As a housekeeping note, this is that
time of the year where we have to recogni ze that
there are two mnutes for non-sponsors to speak
on a bill, and five mnutes to speak on the
sponsor -- for the sponsor to speak on the bill.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M . Speaker.

Again, for the dozenth tinme -- and |
think it matters to be honest and thorough and
accurate, with nmy background in chem stry --
vinyl chloride is toxic and a carci nogen. PVC,
pol yvinyl chloride, is not. |It's inert. |If you
don't like it for whatever other reason, that's
fine. But it's inaccurate to say that it's
toxic. The polycarbonate that is in our
eyegl asses is not toxic.

The toxic section needs work. But
nore inportantly, $800 a year to the average
grocery bill for New Yorkers adds to our
affordability crisis in this state.

And for those reasons and the
reasons | covered | think on debate thoroughly, |
will be a solid no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Harckhamto cl ose.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

First I just want to say a coupl e of
thank yous. | want to thank ny coll eagues from
across the aisle for a very vigorous debate. |
think we sort of covered all of the points.
don't really need to, | think, revisit that.

| would just say to Senator Mattera
| don't need to justify ny |abor record honor on
this floor. The provisions that are in the bil
were negotiated with the Teansters. That was
their language. |If you don't like it, | suggest
you take it up with them

Just -- just quickly, a few
t hank yous. You know, this was a teameffort.
First I want to thank our Majority Leader,

Andrea Stewart-Cousins. You know, we woul d not
have gotten to this point w thout her | eadership,
providing us with the resources and the counsel
we needed to get this across the |ine.

| want to thank nmenbers fromcentra
staff: FEric Katz, Mke Press, who did an anazi ng

job. Paul McCarthy, Malik Dare, the rest of the
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central staff team M team Brian Pugh
Marie Kelly, Sarah Perez, Dan Lee.

Just an incredible conmunity in
New York State of environnmental advocates,
muni ci pal advocates, environnmental justice
advocates who refused to say no, who refused to

| ose. Who went agai nst some of the |argest

corporations in the world, corporations that, as

we mentioned before, have bal ance sheets bigger
t han many countri es.

And |'m not saying they're bad
corporate citizens, but one of the ways they ge
there is they create products that are at the
| onest cost to them and in this case pass the
cost on to all of our constituents to di spose
of -- in carting costs, in nunicipal costs, in
public health costs.

W didn't even get into
m croplastics in the debate, how m croplastics
have poi soned our environnent, how
m cropl astics have poi soned human health, the
endocrine disrupters. The New Engl and Journa
Medi ci ne, two nonths ago, a study that
m cropl astics are now causi ng strokes and

heart attacks because they're in our blood syst

t

of

em
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the way chol esterol and plaqgue are. Last week,
endocrine disrupters, mcroplastics in human
testicles.

So the health inpacts of those
products cannot be understated. And the costs
have been passed on to our consuners and to our
t axpayers.

And so all this bill is doing is
asking for themto be better corporate citizens
and to be nore sustainable with their practices
and their packagi ng.

So again, | want to thank just the
t housands of people in New York State who refused
to take no for an answer, who kept pushing us and
pushi ng us.

| want to say that we truly did take
st akehol ders into account, and rmuch of what is in
this bill is exactly what they wanted. So if
sonme fol ks want to keep pushing the goal posts
out, you know, | understand that. That's our
busi ness. At sone point there are pencils down.

And this is a balanced bill. This
bill addresses the concerns of industry, it
addresses the concerns of public health, and it

addr esses the concerns of our environnent.
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| just want to share one little
anecdote, and then I'll close, M. President. As
| was |eaving the other night, | ran into a
| obbyi st who |I've gotten to know over the years,
and we were the only two in the hallway. And he
said, "You know, | may be the only | obbyist in
New York State who doesn't have a dog in this
fight." And he said, "But as the father of a

six-year-old girl, | want to see you do sonethi ng
here.” And her nane is Sophie.
And this bill is for all the

Sophi es, so that we can create and preserve a
pl anet so all of our nmenbers who have young kids
here can grow up in a planet that is healthy and
sust ai nabl e and wi th amenabl e standards of life.
|"m proud to vote aye.
(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.
(Conti nued appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1882, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
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Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martinez, Martins, Mattera, Muirray,

Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Ryan, Scarcell a- Spanton, Stec, Tedi sco,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCOR LI U M. President,
returning to the controversial cal endar, please
t ake up Cal endar 1055, by Senator RanoDs.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1055, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8947C, by
Assenbl ynmenber Reyes, an act to anend the
Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for a few
guestions, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMOS: | "' m ready,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Through you, M. President.

Thank you, Senator RanoDs.

So at the end of the budget we --
many in this chanber voted in favor of budget
provisions related to retail theft prevention,
put together a task force. And sone of those on
the task force include a |l ot of |aw enforcenent,
| egal mnds: New York Attorney Ceneral, multiple
district attorneys, multiple representatives from
| aw enforcenent, including the New York State
Pol i ce.

Were any of those consulted when you
put together this bill?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, this
bill is drafted with the retail workers' safety
in mnd, and was inspired by the survivors of the
Tops shooting in Buffalo, who renmarked that they
had not been trained in the |ocation of the

energency exits.
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And this bill is -- has been
consulted by |l ots of advocates and many different
parties -- not |aw enforcenment -- but does follow
in the nodel planning that we have voted for in
this body to protect schools and ot her
institutions.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Who does the bill apply to? Wen we
tal k about retail, who does it apply to?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President. The bill is -- really has two

pi eces. The first part requires retail enployers
with 10 or nore workers to devel op a preventive
wor kpl ace vi ol ence plan. And then the second
part requires panic buttons for enployers who
have nore than 500 enpl oyees at a | ocation.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: | think actually
it mght be three, because we -- it says al
private-sector enployees -- or enployers, rather,

with nmore than 10 enpl oyees would be required to
adopt a retail workplace violence protection
policy, and then also they need a workpl ace

vi ol ence prevention training program So those
are the smaller.

Now, woul d the bigger -- would that
al so apply to the bigger stores as well? So that
applies to all of them correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utely. The
preventive training and planning, which | counted
as one, applies to all of the enployers.

SENATOR MURRAY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay. Thank you.

So this woul d enconpass the
nmom and- pop shops, a little kni ckknack shop or
something, farmretails out in the urban areas,
so big and snall.

But when we tal k about 10 enpl oyees,
are we talking full-time, part-time? |Is there a
dif -- do we differentiate?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President, this is -- does not include
kni ckknack shops that have fewer than
10 enpl oyees.

And again, the bill is designed to
save retail workers' lives no matter what type of
enpl oyer they have.

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR MURRAY: SO0 now novi ng on
to the large -- well, | would beg to differ,

because if we're including part-tine to cover

during the day -- many tines if you're open
weekends as well, you'll -- many tines even the
little knickknack shops will have as many as

10 enpl oyees.

But noving on to the | arger ones
where we're tal king about -- | believe it's 500
or nore nationw de, is that correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't believe, unfortunately,
that shooters can differentiate between part-tine
and full-time workers. | don't believe they ask
before they pull the trigger.

SENATOR MURRAY: | don't believe
she answered the question, but --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d you
ask to yield?

SENATOR MURRAY: "1l ask agai n.

Whul d t he sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMOS: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.
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SENATOR MURRAY: So to repeat the
guestion, we're tal king about the |arger, 500 or
nore is the requirenment regarding the panic
button aspect nationw de, is that correct?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So in a situation
i ke the Southland Corporation -- and |I'mj ust
asking for clarification. Southland Corporation
is the parent conpany for 7-Eleven. They have
bot h corporate and they have franchisees. Are
they treated as one, or are they separate?

For exanple, on Long Island we have
about -- well over a hundred stores. Maybe
5 percent are corporate; the rest are al
franchi sees. And the individual franchi see may
be 7-El even but may only have two or three
stores, wouldn't have 500.

So do the franchi sees al so count ?
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SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President. There is no differentiation
bet ween franchi se enpl oyees and the ot hers.

Again, this is a bill that's
designed to protect the nost number of retai
wor kers as possi bl e.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So again, the True Val ues, the
Ace Hardwares, all of these that are franchi sees,
so soneone that owns one store would still have
to fall under this.

So what is the criteria -- so they
then qualify for the panic buttons. Wat is the
criteria as far as the panic buttons? How nany
woul d be needed? |Is it based on per square
footage? Do we need one button per 50 square
feet? O how would that be determ ned?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
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M. President. |It's up to the enployer to decide
where, how many panic buttons there are and where
they're situated. Wat we're doing with this
bill is establishing a m ninum standard of what
needs to be provided to the workers by their
enpl oyer.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So in a situation
|i ke a Hone Depot, they can have one panic button
up front behind customer service? That would be
adequate, that would fulfill the qualification
her e?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President, while unfortunate, yes.

| nmean, | would think that it's up
to -- we should be able to trust the conpani es,
right, to be able to determ ne what their

preventive plan is, how many panic buttons are
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needed dependi ng on the nunmber of enpl oyees at a
certain location. And | would argue that at a
nmere $1600 a pop, to Hone Depot it's peanuts.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So | just

wonder -- | mean, so we have no criteria here,
basically. It's -- it's a panic button. It
could be 20 panic buttons. [It's up to them

So | wonder what good it would do if
it's -- if there's no guidance here as to what is
needed, why are we requiring panic buttons?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, this
bill is all about providing guidance. The point
of the bill is to mandate enpl oyers to create a
plan and train their enployees on that plan so
that they know what to do in cases of
energency -- teaching them deescal ation tactics
and teachi ng them where energency routes or how

energency routes should take place in case of an
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ener gency.

And for panic buttons, we're
requiring the installation of panic buttons and
leaving it up to the discretion of the enployer,
hopefully in tandemw th the enpl oyees, to decide
what the best possible | andscape for security
m ght be.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So I"'mgoing to
back up for a second and go back to the smaller
enpl oyers in putting together this plan.

So we'll agree to disagree on the
kni ckknack shop, but I'Il just nove over to, say,
a nail salon or sonmething like this that m ght
have 10 or nore enpl oyees.

So who exactly is putting together
this plan? Is it the owner of the store? And

what qualifies themto put together a safety plan
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wi th everything you' ve listed here under the
safety plan? Let nme give an exanple.

Deescal ation tactics, active shooter drills,
energency procedures, instruction on use of the
pani ¢ butt on.

So we're going to have the owner of
the nail salon is going to put together this
energency plan? How are they qualified? Howis
t hat meki ng their enpl oyees safer?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Departnent of Labor will
actually be tasked with creating a nodel plan
that enployers will be able to custom ze to their
sites.

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So I'll go back to
the panic buttons, then. WII the Departnent of
Labor be the ones determ ning the anount of

pani c buttons, then? O again, no, it's just --
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we just say, put in panic buttons?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President, as previously stated, no.

SENATOR MURRAY: And woul d the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: And is there
anything in this bill that woul d address, as you
nmenti oned, the violence? 1've seen and we've al
seen videos of these crimnals that are com ng
into a Rite Ald or sonmething with bascarts, just
crashing into people and pushing enpl oyees asi de
and filling up their carts and runni ng out of the
st ores.

Then they get arrested and they're
rel eased i medi ately, and they're doing it again
the next day. They're coming in with garbage
bags, with gangs coming in, getting caught,
getting rel eased, back doing it again the next
day.

s there anything in the bill that
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addresses that to prevent themfromconmng in and
harm ng the enpl oyees?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President, that part of the issue we actually
addressed in the budget earlier this year. W
increased the penalty for retail theft. And,
well, we are attenpting to deter, through that
nmeasure, people to feel inspired to steal

| would argue that that is
reactionary and, while we should provide a
deterrent, we should al so have preventive
nmeasures in place in order to save |lives and not
sinply react after the fact.

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So back to the
pani ¢ buttons, and one nore question.

So as far as those -- the panic
buttons, if the enployer were to put together a

pl an and the plan includes the panic button, but
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in an energency situation the enpl oyees dial ed
911 instead, didn't use the panic button because
they couldn't get to it, there weren't enough or
whatever. They didn't get to the panic button;
instead, it was faster to dial 911

Then somet hi ng goes wong. They
t hought it was nore expedient to use their phone,
the plan said use the panic button. |Is the
enpl oyer now responsi ble, are they responsible

for what goes wong? Are they going to be held

l'i abl e?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, |
appreciate the -- howcan | qualify this --
interesting hypothetical. But no, is -- the

answer woul d be no.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

So in this situation -- and the
Senat or brought up an extrenely tragic and
horrific event that happened in Buffalo at the

Tops Supernmarket. But | would say that perhaps
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if this were in place at the tine, it could have
been worse. And here's why.

The shooting actually started in the
parking lot, and it was 911 calls that came in
that got the police there as quickly as they did.
| bring that up because NYPD -- and this is a
guote fromthem This is what the police are
saying. The police said: "Wile we support
store owners installing conprehensive security
systens, the departnent is not able to receive a
direct notification froma panic button. Even if
t he technol ogy coul d accommbdat e such an alert,
it is not advisable. Panic buttons of any kind
are not the ideal nethod to alert police and have
beconme far | ess necessary with the preval ence of
nobi | e phones. Unfortunately, at tinmes a panic
button nmay be the only option. But calling 911
allows the call taker to gather information so
that the officers know what they are wal ki ng
into, which is safer for everyone invol ved."

If they had hit a panic button that
day, the police would have been showi ng up not
knowi ng there was an active shooter, not know ng
what was happening. And unfortunately, it could

have been nmuch wor se.
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So when we | ook at these and we | ook
at the details, | think -- you know, you said it
was reactionary. But | think it's -- it is vita
that if you' re putting together any plan, you
col  aborate with | aw enforcenent and there be
nmet hods in here to deal with the biggest problem
which is these offenders, these crimnals that
are coming in tine and tine again and harm ng the
enpl oyees. It's not enpl oyee on enpl oyee
vi ol ence that's happening. W're not hearing a
rash of that. W are hearing a major rash of
these crimnals comng in, pushing around or
violently hurting the enpl oyees while they're
stealing and getting away with it.

There's no deterrent whatsoever,
because they do it time and time again. They
head out the door and, even if the police catch
them they're back doing it again the next day.
And there's nothing in here addressing that. You
want to save your enployees, let's start cracking
down on those crimnals that are harm ng them

For that reason, | will be voting
no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Mirray.
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Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President. |If the sponsor would yield for a
f ew questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMOS: Happi |l y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

And | agree with you -- through you,
M. President, | agree with you, the tragedy in
Buf fal o should be a wake-up call to a |l ot of us.

And |'mjust not sure nyself that a
statewide policy like this actually addresses the
problem and I want to drill down a little bit
about what exactly we're dealing with, if we're
dealing with an incident that happened in Buffalo
two years ago or whether we have incidents in our
own districts where we have retail workers
commtting crines against other retail workers in
a wor kpl ace such that the enployer should be
i nt erveni ng.

s that what this bill is trying to
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avoi d?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President. This bill is designed to help
workers call for help when they need it, | think

no matter who the aggressor is. Sonetinmes it's
managers. Sonetinmes it's custoners. Sonetines
it's people who are interested in doing

wr ongdoi ng once they enter the store.

The idea is that whether there is an
external panic button, or even now they have
pani c buttons that are an application on your
phone -- whatever the enployer decides -- that
they have that lifeline and that ability to cal
for help when they need it.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

M. President, through you, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

So | want to drill down a little bit

into what those sonetines are. Because it's ny
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experience that in ny district, and certainly in
surrounding districts that |1've seen, certainly
recently and going back little further, | don't
see the kind of retail violence that -- that we
shoul d be covering here. So | want to be clear
for the record what it is we're voting on.

And so I'Il ask -- M. President,
t hrough you -- whether or not there have been
incidents of retail worker violence in the
wor kpl ace in your district that |ed you to want
to bring this, as an exanple or as a |l egislation
to prevent or to avoid those incidents happeni ng.

And per haps you can relay sone of those incidents

to us.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President. | amthe proud State Senator for
the Queens Center Mall, located just off

Queens Boul evard in Elmhurst. And |ike any ot her
mal | or big box store, | think they're
susceptible to retail theft.

But no matter whose district we're
tal ki ng about, we want to nake sure, again, that
t hese workers are able to get the help they need
in cases of energency.

And | know that the Senator sees the
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merit in that bill since he voted "w thout rec
in commttee. So | appreciate the debate. This
i s about addressing preventive neasures, not just
reactionary ones, in order to save |lives.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

M. President, through you, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Yes, | did vote
without rec in conmttee, but | did so wthout
recommendation for precisely the reason that |'m
aski ng the questions now. Certainly wanted to
make sure that the bill nmade it to the floor, but
certainly also wanted to reserve the ability to
ask questions and get clarity. Wich is what
we' re doi ng now.

So for that purpose, certainly |
have malls in ny district as well, many of us
have malls in our districts, and I want to nake
sure what it is we are dealing with. Are we

dealing with an issue of retail worker on retai
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wor ker violence in the workplace, such that our
enpl oyers have an issue that they're not dealing
with? And if we are, can you share sonme exanpl es
with us?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President. | guarantee you that managers and
enpl oyers can do a better job of establishing
pol i ci es agai nst workpl ace bul |l yi ng bet ween

enpl oyees, between managers and enpl oyees.

Again, this is designed to address
any and all of that in case a worker feels that
their life somehow is in jeopardy and they need
to connect to | aw enforcenent.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So I'I'l ask
perhaps a different way.

Have you received any conpl aints

fromretail workers in your district in stores
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that would qualify under the paranmeters that you
have in this bill where they felt fearful and
didn't have recourse in their workplace or
enpl oyers didn't respond and therefore they' ve
asked us to advance this |egislation?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes, | have. | actually have had
constituents who are retail workers after the
Tops shooting tell ne that their workpl ace does
not conduct active shooter drills and that they
do not know what to do if a white supremaci st
were to enter the store in Queens who nore |ikely
than not is nmanaged and operated by peopl e of
color. Yes.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So with regard to
t he concerns that were voiced to you, are we

dealing with stores in a nmall, are we dealing
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wWith stores on a nain street? Can you give us
sonme flavor as to the types of relationships that
t hese enpl oyees had with the stores, the

enpl oyers, so we can understand the fix?

Because it seens like we're offering
a solution, but I"'mstill trying to get clarity
on what the problemis that you're trying to fix
through a statewide bill that will provide
frankly sone really significant changes in the
wor kpl ace for many enpl oyers throughout New York
St at e.

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, this
bill is designed not to address any particul ar
type of violence but really to enconpass any and
all, in order to provide sone peace of mnd to
t he workers.

So | get that he is -- you know,
Senator Martins feels very passionately about
wor ker - ver sus-wor ker vi ol ence, but this is al
enconpassed here. |'m happy to answer nore

guestions, but that's what the inspiration is

here.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
first of all, thank you. | want to thank
Senat or Ranmpbs for your answers. | appreciate it.
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"1l go on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: You know, when |
read the legislation, M. President, my initial
t hought was that we had a problemin New York
State with retail workers getting into fights or
altercations on or at the job. And | was
concerned about -- and certainly it wasn't an
experience that | had in ny district, but I
certainly was willing to understand that perhaps
that was experiences in other people's districts,
and so let's nmove it forward.

Because if there are ways that we
can prevent workforce violence, and certainly if
there are enployers out there that are not
properly supervising their workplace, then there
are things that we should do about that.

And frankly, if this bill did that,
if it required training, required people to know
where the energency exits were, required people
to know what they do in the event of an
energency -- which what | amtold is not
deescalate, it's run. |It's not confront sonebody

who is attacking or conmmtting violence, but to
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get out of the way and all ow | aw enforcenent to
do what they're supposed to do.

What |'ve al so been told is that you
al so don't use panic buttons that use third
parties in order to call |aw enforcenent. You
actually all ow people to use their cell phones and
call 911 directly. Wich is, by the way, the
comment that we got fromthe police departnent
directly, because that is best practice.

So | have to question what is the

purpose of the bill. Because if it's workplace
safety -- which we all, everyone in this room
believes in -- no one should have to work in an

envi ronnment where they are subject to the threat
of violence and should have the ability to
protect thensel ves and to be safe everywhere they
are.

But that's not what this bill does.
It creates the facade that we are doing
something, that we are putting in panic buttons,
we're going to require all kinds of things, we're
going to require the DOL to actually come up with
policies that we're going to inplenment, depending
on the size of the enpl oyer, the nunber of

enpl oyees they have. Locally and nationally, how
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many enpl oyees do you have? Wthout regard for
what the circunstances are and whet her or not
there are any particulars that involve any

wor kpl ace vi ol ence.

We have coll ective bargaining units,
M. President, who represent retail workers and
whol esal e workers and departnent store workers,
who provide training as part of being a
journeyman and a menber of that union. | can't
bel i eve that nmenbers of those unions are
commtting violence to each other. | also
believe that the | eadership of those unions are
provi di ng sonme | evel of guidance and training for
their nmenbership as well.

So again, if this bill required sone
| evel of training, asked people to watch a video,
told them how t hey shoul d perceive -- or proceed
when it cones to soneone who cones in from
out si de or someone who's conmtting violence
wi thin the workplace, such that we are hol ding
enpl oyers accountable, | would agree.

You know, | -- we oftentinmes hear in
t hese chanbers, we interject different things
into dialogue. Maybe it's sonetines to be a

little provocative, naybe. W use terns here
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t hat perhaps we should think twi ce about. W
have the ability to deescalate in our own
conversations here on the floor.

But when sonebody cones in from
outside of a store and causes harmto sonebody in
the store, it is our responsibility to nake sure
that we, | believe, support |aw enforcenent and
create laws that will at |east hold people
accountable. And | agree with the sponsor, there

are steps that were taken as part of this budget

that went -- or at |east took a step -- in the
right direction. | don't think it went far
enough. | think there were a lot of us in this

chanmber who woul d have |iked to have seen a | ot
nore done with regard to that. Perhaps it was a
m ssed opportunity. Perhaps it's an opportunity
t hat can cone again.

But | think what we have found, and
statistics bear this out, is that the people who
are breaking the law on a retail |evel each and
every day and are putting workers in harm s way
each and every day, do so over and over and over
again. People being arrested and rel eased, only
to go back and conmit crinmes and put people in

harm s way agai n.
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So I'll make it clear. W stand
ready to work with everyone in this chanmber when
it cones to protecting retail workers who are
af fected by people who are conmng in off the
street and want to do them harm \ether it's a
petty crimnal, whether it's a recidivist or,
yes, whether it's a white suprenmaci st who wal ks
in and kills people. W all stand together,
prepared to do what we need to do to pass laws to
keep our retail workers safe.

But that neans supporting
| aw enforcenent, putting resources in place that
allow themto respond, and not asking our retai
wor kers to confront people who cone through the
door and deescal ate. Because that's not their
job. Their job is to stay safe and all ow
| aw enforcenent to do their job

So yes, let's talk about training,
let's tal k about maki ng things avail able so
peopl e understand, when they go to work, where
that exit is. Basic stuff that we shouldn't take
for granted. And for that, | thank the sponsor
for highlighting these things, because all too
often we do not tell people where that exit is.

Al too often we don't tell themwhat to do in
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the event of an energency. Sonething as sinple
as dialing 911 on their phone and telling whoever
answers, the police dispatcher, where you are and
what you' re doi ng.

And you know what, M. President?
Technol ogy is great. Technology is great.
Because right now, if we dialed 911 and we
couldn't actually tell themwhere we were, they'd
be able to tell where we are just by virtue of
the fact that we're using a cell phone.

So maybe we have the ability to pass
laws in New York State that allow for these
t hings, for basic protections and training that
woul d actually nake a difference. But if we
really want to nmake a difference for people who
come fromthe outside and put retail workers in
harm's way, then let's go back, do what we can to
support | aw enforcenent and make sure they have
t he resources so when soneone does call, when
there is an energency, that they have the
resources they need to respond i medi ately,
protect those workers, protect nenbers of the
public who are in harm s way.

So although | do appreciate the

sponsor's effort and | appreciate the spirit of
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this, it doesn't address that. And it goes too
far in terns of trying to create a solution that

doesn't necessarily solve the problemthat's out

t here.
M. President, | support the
initiative, but I'll be voting no on this bill.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senat or Borrello, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: You know, | have
nmet with retailers in ny community to tal k about
the rash of shoplifting and other -- and
robberies and issues in our retail locations. |
sat down with small retailers, large retailers
| aw enforcenent. The biggest threat to them has
been the change of policies in this chanber.

So now we're going to have sone kind

of a Band-Aid that we're going to throw at this
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gapi ng wound that we've cut open in this chanber
with policies we passed here, and tell themthis
is going to make everything better. A panic
button. A map of where to go if sonebody, you
know, cones in.

This is about the fact that we have
enbol dened crinmnals to come in and brashly,
brazenly steal, and then rel ease themagain to go
do it again. This is not going to make a
difference here. 1In fact, we're giving a fal se
sense of security, | believe, with this bill.
W're telling themthat the panic button -- and |
heard the sponsor say, Wll, if they had a -- you
know, a confrontation with their manager? | did
not hear that. GCkay, so you have a bad
conversation with your nanager, you're going to
hit the panic button? |Is that what we want our
| aw enforcenent responding to? Absolutely not.

In fact, NYPD has said they are not
going to be able to handle this. They cannot
take a direct panic button call. So howis this
going to function? Particularly when we start
tal king about folks that are really big
proponents of defund the police. Less noney,

| ess cops, nore calls. Wich is what this bill
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is going to do.

Hypocrisy. Absol ute hypocri sy.

It's ridiculous to think that we are going to
create a programwhere at first it's going to be
up to the folks that are the retailers, and then
it'"s up to the Departnment of Labor. The reality
is we really don't know because we haven't been
gi ven any clear guidance in this bill.

| take offense to the idea that we
are going to solve a problemas serious as the
Tops shooting, which happened in Wstern
New York, where | come from A friend of m ne
wor ks at that store as a pharmacist. You're
telling nme that anything in this bill would have
changed anything there? Absolutely not.

You know, | hear people say all the
time you' ve got to neet people where they are.
did that. | talked to retailers and | aw
enforcenent in ny district, fromthe manager at
Wal mart to a small grocery store, all inpacted by
the violence that we've seen fromthe increase in
shoplifting and robberies. This bill isn't going
to do anything to help those folks. But we're
going to give this fal se sense of security that

we' ve done sonet hing, when the reality is we have
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to fix what we've broken here and we have to
reformthose so-called crimnal justice refornmns.

"1l be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Sanders to explain his vote
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SENATOR SANDERS: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank the sponsor for a
conmmonsense neasure. |'mastounded to hear of a
problem | have used panic buttons in ny offices
for years, for years. They're connected to the
| ocal police station. The local police. Not the
911, the local police station you're connected
to.

There are people who cone into our
offices -- and | encourage everyone in here to
consider getting a panic button. There are
people who will cone into your offices that you
may not want themto see you dialing for the
police. You may want to do it quietly, |ike
touching a thing -- like the banks do, touching
somet hing right under your desk so that you can
help to try to defuse the situation, but you know
t hat backup is com ng.

There's no one thing that will solve
all problens. | don't think that the sponsor
ever said that this would solve all problens.

VWhat if there were only one thing that we could
do? We should do it yesterday, if there's one

t hi ng.
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Sure, should we try to make sure
t hat people who should be in jail are put in
jail? Absolutely. | don't -- | don't have a
problemw th that personally.

And | think that this will make a
safer workplace. And | again encourage all of ny
col | eagues, if you don't have such a thing in
your office, you're really not treating your
peopl e well. You should consider doing that so
that therefore, that no one needs to see them
pressi ng anything and you keep your people safe
while they're coming in there.

Agai n, thanks for doing this. And
all of us, we need to have this in this crazy day
and age that we |ive in where strange people cone
into our offices. Along with the great people --
|"m sure not so rmuch in ny district, but other
districts. So under those conditions.

Thank you, M. President. And on
that | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sanders to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.
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| too want to thank the sponsor for
the intent of the -- of this legislation. But |
believe it msses the mark.

Simlar to ny coll eagues, obviously,
| " ve spoken with many busi ness owners -- a famly
menber who is an owner of a retail business.

What terrifies her is not worker-on-worker
violence, it is people comng into the store
shoplifting, people who are confrontational,
peopl e who are suddenly com ng behind the
counter, people who are creating encounters that
present a real and present danger that are the
result of some of the policies that we have
passed in this chanber. Things |ike cashl ess
bail, crimnal justice reform Raise the Age.

We spoke about, during the course of
debate -- and | know I'mlimted in terns of
time -- we spoke about, during the course of the
debate, sone of the retail theft provisions that
were inside the budget, but realize that as a
result of what was passed in the budget, the only
retail theft crinme that is actually eligible for
bail is if you steal in excess of a
mllion dollars of product in the aggregate. How

does that provide a disincentive to anyone?
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And when we see over and over again
stores actually closing, najor retailers shutting
down and novi ng out of conmunities because theft
is out of control and it's putting their
enpl oyees at risk, how do we pass a bill like
this yet ignore the nmuch larger problemthat is
out there facing us?

And we have been in this chanber, to
be honest, part of the problem There is a
pandem ¢ of | awl essness out there. And for the
| ast six years this chanber and our coll eagues in
t he Assenbly have been not hing nore than
super spreader events in that pandenic

We need to buckl e down and sol ve the

probl ens that we've created. This bill, though
wel |l -intentioned, msses the mark, and | sadly
will be voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Ranpbs to cl ose.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, in 2019 this chanber
unani nously passed | egislation for enployers to

create a nodel plan on sexual harassnent. In
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2022, this chanber unani nously passed
| egi slation, Alyssa's Law, requiring schools to
consi der the use of silent panic alarm systens
when conducting revi ew and devel opnent of their
school safety plans. Unani nous neans that the
super-mnority also voted for those neasures.
This plan for retail workers, which
| did not hear the Senators across the aisle say
t hey spoke to. Because it's inportant to not
just speak to the nanagers and the owners, but
t he workers thensel ves, especially if you claim
to protect labor. And they will tell you that
they need a plan, that they need peace of mind in
knowi ng where a panic button is |ocated, where
exits are | ocated, know ng what to do and know ng
that their enployer is willing to protect them
That is the point of this bill.
It's a sinple but mghty bill. W're sinply
aski ng enpl oyers to keep their workers safe.
Because a healthy work environnment is not just
about the workers, it's even about the custoners.
It's about ensuring that we still
have commercial corridors in our conmmunities.
They're not being driven out by the retail theft,

they' re being driven out by Amazon, because they
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can't conpete. They're being driven out by
commercial real estate that laughs all the way to
t he bank while small businesses and m dsi zed

busi nesses are trying to figure out how to nmake
rent. That's why.

So keepi ng workers safe, know ng
tactics on deescal ation when it's needed --
soneti mes deescal ation is not appropriate because
the situation is way out of their hands. And
that's the point of this. That's the point of
havi ng active shooter drills and planned exit
routes that are going to make a world of
di fference.

And they don't even have to do it
al one, because the Departnent of Labor is going
to be there to help once this bill is signed into
I aw.

And yes, we've had a lot of talk
about retail theft in this chanber this year.
Despite the post-pandem c spike in retail theft,
over half of retail workers surveyed by RWSU
shared that they had received no training on how
to deal with theft in the nmoment. |In contrast,
57 percent of workers have experienced verbal or

physi cal abuse from custoners and managers in the
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past year.

And a note on bail. For all the
talk 1've heard these years in this chanber about
bail reform | wi sh they -- our coll eagues across
the aisle could at |east be honest and admit that
what they want is remand. They don't want bail.
You pay bail, and you're out. What you want is
remand. You want to be able to keep people
i ncarcerated despite not being convicted of the
charges they're accused of.

And that, M. President, is
unconstitutional. It goes against the very sane
docunent that -- the nost sacred document in our
country, that we, each and every one of us, have
been -- have sworn to honor and to protect.

And for that reason, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranmpbs to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1055, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Gllivan, Hel m ng, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunmbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
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Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ret ur ni ng agai n
to the controversial calendar, let's take up
Cal endar 969, by Senator Gonzal ez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
969, Senate Print 6803B, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo, why do you rise?

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a few
guestions, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO Good aft ernoon,
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Senator. Thank you for yielding.

Through you, M. President, | have a
few questions regarding what this bill actually
does and why it's necessary. Maybe we can just
answer that -- the sponsor can answer that
guestion generally, just to kind of get us
di scussing the specifics.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President. This bill is inportant because we
have a crisis right now anongst certain utility
custoners in our state. Wen utility conpanies
are under a formal investigation, we have
custoners who are paying what is credibly too
high a fee, in addition to |late fees and
interest, with the possibility of term nation.
And so our utility custoners are struggling.

And what this bill ainms to do is
protect those customers during the tinme of a
formal investigation fromlate fees, from
interest, and of course fromterm nation upon
paynent. So in a systemwhere we have a

di sadvantage for utility custoners, what we're
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really trying to do is build a nore equitable
playing field for themand give them sone key
prot ections.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

WI1l the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

And so in that regard, | guess on
page 2, | see here at line 19 -- or really,
again, at line 5 it uses a lot of the sane
| anguage, but -- line 5, 2(a): "Autility
corporation shall not inpose |ate fees, interest
or penalties during an investigation if such
utility corporation is the subject of a pending
i nvestigation, provided however, that such late
fees, interest and penalties may be inposed
retroactively if such investigation is issued a
final order in favor of such utility

corporation.”
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And then further down, in Section 3

at line -- really, I'"Il cut right toit, line 22,
that -- or I'lIl start at 20, that they shall not
be term nated -- residential accounts "shall not

be term nated for non-paynent of an overdue
charge fromthe commencenent of any conm ssion
investigation until 120 days after the findings
of such investigation have been published and a
determ nati on has been issued by the comm ssion."

So in that regard -- | knowit's
kind of a long question, but it looks to nme as if
now, if a public utility is investigated, through
that investigation, up to four nonths -- or not
until four nonths after that investigation is
concl uded can they charge any |late fees. And
al so they're prohibited fromrenoving custoners
for nonpaynent.

I s that accurate?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
M. President. So depending on the determ nation
of the investigation, either the PSC rules in
favor of the consumer or in favor of the utility
conpany.

What | think you're getting at is --

t hrough you, M. President, | think what is being
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di scussed here is when, you know, the utility
conpani es essentially ruled that they were
billing their custonmers fairly, that the consuner
t hen has 120 days to pay back what may be owed in
addition to what the PSC will determne as |ate
fees and interest.

So again, the PSC is determ ning how
much is due to the utility conpany in the case
that they are ruled in favor of.

That being said -- well, | do want
to give nore context on just how to get to that
point. So through you, M. President, just sone
cl ear, you know, context, cases of context for
this bill that are inportant.

One, when we tal k about
i nvestigations, we're tal king about either
25 custoners or nore submitting the sane
conplaint or a nmunicipality submtting a
conplaint or the Departnent of State. Those are
where the -- those are the three nechanisns to
trigger this type of investigation. You're
tal ki ng about the DPS having reviewed those
conplaints, seeing themas credible -- right? --
and then during the formal investigation, which

can last, on average, one or two years, that is
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custoners woul d be protect ed.

So we're tal king about a specific
subset of investigations. And we're talking
about, you know, credible conplaints. So nost of
the tine we're actually seeing results that favor
t he consuner.

SENATOR PALUMBO W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Well, this applies during the
pendency of an investigation, so there's been no
negative finding. And you get four extra nonths
without a finding that's favorable. And so this
could certainly also apply to what will end up
bei ng conpl etely unfounded investigations as
well, is that accurate?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. O course in any investigation
the PSC may rule that the utility conmpany was
operating fairly. And in that case the utility

conpany will be nade whol e because the customner
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will be required to pay those late fees, interest
fees, and whatever the PSC deened as the
reasonabl e anount.

That said, throughout the fornmal
investigation there is still a requirenent for
that custoner to pay their utility bill. But of
course what we're finding is that is incredibly
difficult when ratepayers are seeing, in certain
cases that are being investigated, thousands of
dol  ars of increases, which can be untenable.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO And we under st and
that there's still an obligation for the
rat epayer to pay. But if they don't, they cannot
be -- the collections action -- or they cannot be
term nated for nonpaynent, so they continue to
get electric despite the fact that the so-called
conpl aint ends up bei ng unfounded. 1Isn't that

accur at e?
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Regar dl ess of how many cust oners.
This -- the way | read this, it says zero
custonmers can be -- with residential service can
be termnated. And that's really the crux of ny
first batch of questions here, is that we stil
have an investigation that can take years, yet we
have residents who can just decide not to pay.
The utility gets to play bank, and the PSC nay be
just looking into a general audit.

And that's where -- we're going to
get into investigation in a mnute, and the
definition of it. But can you explain to ne how
that is necessary and how t hat makes sense, that
the utility cannot even pursue collections just
si nply because they're being investigated for any
reason, including those that nay just be a
general audit.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. | appreciate the opportunity to
clarify the | anguage of this bill.

Again, in the case -- this isn't a
case that a single ratepayer or a single customer
has subnmitted a conplaint. These are only
i nvestigations that cone of 25 or nore custoners

or a nunicipality or the Departnment of State
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submitting a conplaint. So again, we're talking
about a small er subset altogether.

And an informal review process that
happens fromthe DPS, which has to then determ ne
if those conplaints are credible. |If the DPS
does see themas credible, then they are credibly
seeing that those ratepayers are |likely paying
t housands of dollars nore than they need to. So
we have to also, in the context of this bill,
during that formal investigation, put ourselves
in the shoes of New Yorkers who have now
subnmitted sonet hing through an infornmal process,
have been validated that their claimthat they're
payi ng nore than they should, at a tinme where
it's already so costly to live in this state, you
know, is higher than it needs to be.

And so they are still required to
pay through that formal process. But all we're
sayi ng, to nmake again the burden a little bit
easier during the formal review process, is that
t hose consuners should be protected frominterest
and protected fromlate fees.

And | think the issue that's being
brought up is in the case of nonpaynent, no, we

do not believe that the custonmer should have
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their service term nated. And what we're seeing
inrealtine, for exanple, in the case of
Central Hudson, where they are being
investigated, within the | ast week three
rat epayers that tried to keep up with the
additional cost or the increase in their |ight
bills, were not able to keep up and had their
service term nated

And so we are, again, trying -- this
is a consumer protection bill. W're trying to
protect the customer during this tinme. And they
had a credible claim And so this creates a
cl ear process. And of course at the end of that
process, if it is found the utility conpany did
not do anything that was outside of the real m of
what is reasonable, then they will be made whol e.

And so, again, this is a
reasonable -- it is for specific cases. But we
are not encouragi ng nonpaynent. W are ensuring
that the conpany is still being paid. And we are
just sinply protecting consumers during, you
know, what is potential -- you know, potential
i nproper practices by utility conpani es.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thr ough you,

M. President. |Is the sponsor aware that the
Publ i c Service Comm ssion already has the
authority to suspend |ate fees and term nation
during an investigation?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. Yes, that is true.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Now, the scope of
an investigation is what | have a real concern
Wi th.

And we have here that an

investigation is "a formal proceedi ng conducted
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by the conm ssion to exam ne the policies,
practices, rates, charges, services, facilities,
operations or nmanagenent of a utility
corporation.” So that's essentially every
proceeding to set utility rates.

| s the sponsor aware that those
proceedings just to sinply set rates -- which is
a common thing that the Public Service Comm ssion
engages in. Not that there's any untoward or
i nappropriate behavior, it's just what they do.
| s the sponsor aware that those proceedi ngs can
take 12 to 18 nont hs?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | believe you' re talking about
a standard rate hi ke case. So when the PSC
reviews a utility and reviews clainms that the
utility conmpany has to increase their rate for

their custonmers. So yes, that is a |engthy

process.

But that is outside of the scope of
this bill in that we're -- again, we're dealing
with individual -- we're dealing with individua

utilities being investigated for potenti al
mal practi ce.

So | guess through you,
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Madam Presi dent, | have one question for ny
col | eague, which is just to clarify the role --
or in the context of why they're bringing up the
| arger rate hike case.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO, Certainly,

Senator. And I'll tell you -- let me direct you,
because it's all -- it's kind of the sanme

| anguage t hroughout. And I'll go through just on
page 2 here, because | have it up. |It's

Section 54, line 12.

"I nvestigations relating to
residential gas, electric and steamutility
service. 1. For the purposes of this section,
the term'investigation' shall nmean" -- not
may -- "a formal proceedi ng conducted by the
commi ssion to exam ne the policies, practices,
rates, charges, services, facilities, operations

or managenent of a utility corporation or to
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determ ne conpliance with any |aw, rule,

regul ation, order or tariff applicable to such
utility corporation.” The term'investigation
shal | include proceedi ngs conducted pursuant to
Section 71 of this chapter.”

And then I'Il read the whole
section. "Notw thstanding anything to the
contrary, the term'investigation' shall not
i ncl ude comm ssion inquiries triggered by an
i ndi vi dual custoner conplaint filed pursuant to
Section 43 of this article.” And that's because,
as you said, you prescribed it needs to be other
i nvestigations triggered by other agencies or
25 individuals or nore.

So ny question is -- and this is ny
concern -- that that is so broad in scope that
these public utilities throughout the state are
al nost constantly under sone sort of a, quote,

i nvestigation by that definition.

So what we're doing is now creating
a situation where the utility can't term nate
residents, can't collect late fees, can't pursue
any of those late fees and is required, pursuant
to this nmandate by statute, instead of having a

potential effort by the Public Service Commi ssion
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when they do see sone untoward conduct where they
can indicate -- they can initiate a pause, this
mandates it no matter what, plus an extra four
nont hs.

So if you could reconcile that for
me, Senator, | would really greatly appreciate
it.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

M. President. This is a perfect nonment to
clarify the | anguage within this bill.

This bill does not include routine
proceedi ngs. And we understand that there are
routi ne proceedi ngs and investigations that
happen for utility conpanies, which is why we
were very intentional about the |anguage in this
bill.

The bill's intent is to protect
consuners fromthe inpacts of major systemc
i ssues, not to interfere with routine regulatory
reviews such as rate cases or standard system
reliability assessnents.

And so of course we mentioned rate
cases. Every three years, utility conpani es have
t he opportunity to cone before the PSC, argue

their case, provide substantial evidence to
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increase the rate if they believe that that is
reasonable. And they will still be allowed to do
that. But that is certainly outside the purview
of this bill, in addition to, again, routine

pr oceedi ngs.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

And just -- just one or two other
areas, just regarding that these investigations,
they need to cone to a conclusion or a
determi nation. And |'ve been advised -- and |et
me know i f you believe differently or if you can
identify for us, for the purposes of |egislative
intent, what the conpletion of a proceeding is.
Because rate orders issued by the Public Service
Comm ssion typically end by stating, quote, This
proceeding is continued. So in effect, utility
rate proceedings don't end. At |least not until

t he next one has begun, because it's an ongoi ng
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eval uati on.

And since that is -- that is within
the definition of "investigation" here, it seens
as if it would be never ending, and you would
still then have a finding of no inappropriate
conduct by the utility. However, they stil
can't pursue |late charges and back fees. And we
know what happens -- to keep them sol vent, they
have to charge the rest of us that are paying the
electric bill.

So can you just reconcile that for
me? O just tell ne what you nmean by that
| anguage.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Again, routine proceedings are
not within the purview of this bill. But I'm
very happy that mny coll eague brought up an issue
that, you know, is persistent in our system or
in our investigation system

So it is true that sonetines after a
formal investigation is called, there isn't an
out cone and the PSC doesn't necessarily
determ ne, you know, in favor of one -- the
custoner or the utility conmpany. And so it's

| eft open-ended.
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Part of this bill is to actually
incentivize that when there are fornal
investigations that there is a clear outcone.

And to the point that these can often run for a

|l ong period of time, it is also a deterrent for a
| onger investigation and to create urgency so
that both in the best interests of the utility
conpany and of the consumer, we have a shorter

i nvestigation, a clear outconme, and of course a
resolution that is fair to the parties involved
as determ ned by the PSC.

So this is, of course, actually part
of why | believe the bill is needed in this
nmonent .

SENATOR PALUVMBO | f you woul d
yield for just one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Hopeful Iy one
nore question, right? The fanous |ast words from
me, usually.

Wth respect to the final
determ nation, there's also sone | anguage that

the 120 days doesn't start until after the
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determination is final. So if there's an appeals
process, say, 30 days to appeal. O if there's
an Article 78 proceeding, until 30 days after
that determi nation, that would ultimtely be the
appellate -- the time to file your notice of
appeal in a civil case.

Can the conpl ai nants al so appeal ?
Because under Article 71, any mayor or town board
or 25 individuals could initiate a conplaint, and
then that process takes a long tinme as well. As
we know, the court process, if there's by any
chance an appeal to, say, an appellate division,
we're tal king years.

So can the conpl ai nant al so extend
that time out?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Yes, it is absolutely true that
that there may be an appeal s process.

That said, we are tal king about
cases where ratepayers have a credible claimthat
they' re paying too nuch over a |long period of
time. And so | would say especially, you know --
and to ny col |l eague's point, especially if this
is taking a significant anount of tinme, we really

shoul d be protecting New Yorkers who we represent
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as nmuch as possi bl e.

And again, even after the appeals
process, if there is noney owed to the utility
conpanies, they will receive that noney. But if
we're ensuring -- but all we're saying is during
that either formal investigation or appeals
process, |late fees and interest should not be
accrued. That actually is a very responsible and
fair claimto ease the burden on custonmers who
are potentially being wongly billed.

And | believe that utility customers
have a responsibility to pay their utility bills.
Again, they're required, even through the appeal s
process, to continue to pay their bill.

That said, | also believe that
utility conpani es have an obligation to provide
timely and fair and accurate bills. And that
|atter part is really what this specific piece of
| egi slation gets to.

Thank you.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

On the bill, Madam President.

Thank you so much, Senator CGonzal ez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Pal umbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And, you know -- | nean, |
under stand, of course, the intent of this. |
think I may be a little bit nore cynical than ny
col | eague, the sponsor. |'ve always had very
| ovely interactions. A very kind person.

But | would respectfully suggest
that that's not really howthis bill will work in
practical effect. That we now have a conpl ai nt
and appeal s process for an unfounded conpl ai nt
that runs the investigation |length plus four
nmont hs. Three conplaints nmeans that no one can
be termnated, no |ate fee, no service can be
term nated, no fees can be collected over the
course of a year.

And so this is sonething that is
going to create such an outrageous issue for al
of these conpanies that they' Il probably be
bankrupt, quite frankly. And | hate to be so
dramatic. But when you have these conbi ned gas
and el ectric conpanies, this bill provides that
if you're investigating one side, the other side

al so is exposed to the noratorium
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Not only that -- and this is the
real kicker, and | don't really see the reason
for this provision -- that within three days, the
utility rmust notify their -- put it on their
website, notify the consuners. Wthin 10 days, |
believe, they had to also individually notify the
residential customers that they' re under an
i nvestigation.

So when you put this together,
you' re now broadcasting to every single person in
the service area: W're under an investigation
guys. If everyone decides to not pay at that
point, there's nothing they can do about it for
the period of an investigation plus 120 days. O
if there's an appeal, if either side appeals.
We're tal king years and years that this can go
on.

And | understand the intent of this
bill is to go after unscrupul ous rate hi kes. W
do have a Public Service Commi ssion that is
supposed to be doing their job. And they also
have the authority to suspend, as | indicated,
| ate fees and service termnation in the event
they do find such conduct.

But overwhel mi ngly, these
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i nvestigations don't end up with sonme snoki ng gun
of horrendousness. They're just sinple audits.
That's what they're supposed to do. They're
supposed to oversee our utility system

So for those reasons,
Madam President, 1'Il be voting in the negative.
| urge ny coll eagues to do the sane. |
understand the intent of this bill, but
unfortunately this is way too far afield to be
i npl enented in a reasonabl e manner.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Pal unbo.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.
The Secretary will ring the bell.
Senator G anaris.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill
is restored to the noncontroversi al cal endar.

Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to thank the sponsor for
bringing this bill to the floor and to thank ny
col | eagues for voting in favor.

| represent the Hudson Valley. And
one of our main utility conpanies right nowis
under investigation. W have spent the |ast four
years trying to get this conpany to be a better
steward of the energy that they provide their
custoners. W have spent four years with people
receiving inaccurate bills, some people not
receiving bills for nonths. And right now, that
same utility conpany that is currently under
investigation for their bad billing practices is
asking for a 16 percent increase for electric
rates and a 19 percent increase for their natural
gas rates.

PULP estimates that if those were to
go through, it would nmake residential electric
custoners see their bills increase nearly $17 a

nmont h on average. And for residential natural
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gas heating custonmers, their bills would increase
about $16, on average, a nonth.

This is unconscionable. Qur utility
conpani es -- what seens |ike have been running
amuck. And it is incunbent upon us in this body
to make sure that we are hol di ng them account abl e
to provide the services that we need fromthem
both in a transparent and a true tineline, but
also to make sure that it's affordable and

they' re not gougi ng custonmers for their own

errors.
So again, | thank the | eader for

bringing this bill to the floor. | thank the

bill's sponsor. And | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Gonzal ez to explain her
vot e.
SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .
| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
their conmments. | certainly want to thank ny
col | eague across the aisle for the robust debate.
| amreally proud to sponsor this

bill because | have seen firsthand the effects of
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when a utility conpany is overchargi ng everyday
New Yorkers who are already struggling with the
rise of the cost of living here.

And if the choice is between
allowing our utility conpanies, as
Senat or Hi nchey said, to continue running amuck
and choosing to side with our constituents who
are dealing with the effects of that, | choose ny
constituents every single tine.

And this bill is incredibly
reasonable in its approach. |It's a specific set
of investigations that are deenmed credible by the
PSC, whom | trust to have clear discretion and
clarity when they nake that decision. And it
also is only regarding a separate set of
conpanies -- residential gas, electric and steam
utility services.

| think these are critical. | think
they're needed right now And I'mreally proud
to not only have been working on this, but | want
to thank the staff who were part of witing this
bill, part of talking to advocates, consumers who
are struggling with this.

And with that, | vote aye.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Gonzal ez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 969, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we have anot her situation where a nmenber woul d
like to explain their vote on a previous bill.

So by consent, can we return to
Cal endar 1910 and | et Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal
explain his vote on that bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to speak on S5481A, our bil
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t hat would amend the Insurance Law in relation to
requiring insurance policies to cover
neur opsychol ogi cal exans for dysl exi a.

Sonme of you may know that nmny
13-year-ol d daughter is dyslexic. And ny husband
and | went through trials and tribulations to
first determ ne that she had dysl exia and,
secondly, to get an exam nation -- specifically,
a neuropsychol ogi cal exam nati on.

Those neur opsychol ogi cal
exam nations can cost anywhere between five and
$10, 000 per exam They haven't been covered by
i nsurance plans until we passed our bill today
and hopefully the Governor will sign it into | aw

A special note. One is that |ast
session we in the Senate, along with our
col | eagues on the other side of the Capitol,
passed the Dysl exia Task Force Act. Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, for your support as chair of the
Education Committee. That will set in place
standards for both educators and screening of our
children with dyslexia or dysgraphi a.

And two, next week is ny 13-year-old
daughter's graduation from The W ndward School ,

which is a specialized school for children with
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dysl exia. The education she has received there

has been transformative to her young life.

You know, when | introduce nmyself in
front of her anmong constituents, | often say I'm
Senat or Brad Hoyl man-Sigal. She will usually

interject "State Senator Brad Hoyl man-Sigal . "

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL
Nevert hel ess, we have a wonderful relationshinp,
and I'mvery proud of her and her efforts.

And so, Sylvia, this is not just for
you but for simlarly situated parents and young
peopl e across the State of New York

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Back to the
controversial calendar now W're up to
Cal endar 1869, by Senator Stavisky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There's a
substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or St avi sky

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10467A, and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill 9721A,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1869.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Pal unbo, why do you rise?

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Oh, excuse
me. Substitution so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1869, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10467A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Braunstein, an act to anmend the
Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Pal unbo, why do you rise?

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
few questions, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
St avi sky, do you yiel d?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
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Senator. And good afternoon. It's ne again.
Two in a row

Coul d you just tell us generally
what a ground lease is and why this |egislation
i S necessary?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And good
afternoon to you, to everybody.

A ground lease is a | ease where a
residential co-op does not own the | and on which
it sits, on which it was built.

We're dealing here with a very
limted scope, so to speak. There are a nunber
of co-ops really all over the city, but the ones
| know best are obviously in Queens. And they
are -- have been having difficulty in the 30-year
nort gage because of the renewal aspect. It does
not deal with rent or anything el se except the
renewal or the expiration of the |ease.

And in fact the brief sunmary of the
bill says that any ground | ease with a renewal
and/ or extension clause exercisable prior to the
expiration of the ground | ease at the sole option

of the ground | essee, may be executed at any tine
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prior to the expiration of the ground | ease in
accordance with all other terns of the --
t her eof .

It kicks in only when the |ease is
about to expire or it's up for renewal .

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. How | ong are these | eases,
typically? M understanding is they're |ong,
like 99 years. Right?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: That's ny
under standi ng. These | eases go for 99 years.

SENATOR PALUVMBO | f the sponsor
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

And so -- and just to reiterate, so
t he cooperative corporation owns the buil ding,
with all the apartments or condom niuns, and the
| andowner owns the |land. These are negoti ated
| eases, correct, between quite sophisticated
parties. You've got people who own mllions --
who are building or who own mllions of dollars
worth of the building, and then you have the
| andowner beneath. So these are extensive
contracts that are negotiated at the begi nning of
the lease term Is that accurate?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Mostly. The
peopl e who reside in the co-op, in the
residential cooperatives, they own, as you know,
shares in the corporation that owns the -- that
put up the building. They do not own the | and.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Under st ood.

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO And t hank you
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And so through you, Madam Presi dent.
Senator, the -- so this just allows the
renewal -- and | seemto recall, is it within
30 years of the expiration or at any tinme?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: A Fanni e Mae
nortgage is usually a 30-year nortgage |oan. But
this would take effect only with the expiration
or renewal .

In other words, this ground | ease
| egislation deals with the timng, not the terns
of the contract.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO And ny
under standing fromreading the sponsor's nmeno is
that this is because -- and as you i ndi cat ed,
that certain people who are | ooking to secure
financing are unable to get it because the
renewal would cone up prior to the end of their
30 year nortgage on their shares for their unit.

| s that accurate?
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SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO And now -- and,
Senat or, you may have been around for ny arguing
or debating a simlar bill that was introduced
previously regarding howwith a lease -- they're
pretty straightforward docunents, right? O her
than these really nuanced ones where they have
very val uabl e property, they have mechani sns for
determ ning market value and intermttently --
they agree to this in their contract that they'l|
maybe have an apprai ser that they agree upon who
will adjust the rent for the land that the
cooperative would pay. So they're really
pretty -- they're pretty sophisticated things.

But ultimately nmy concern is with a
| ease, there's two real material terns, how |l ong

and how nmuch. The length of the | ease and the
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costs. And those are all negoti ated.

So this docunment -- and I'Il cut
right to the chase, because we've had a | ong
coupl e of days here. M concern is that this is
now interfering with the term Because really in
t hese | eases, from ny understanding, they'll have
a 99-year |ease and they' |l negotiate an option
to renew. So the terns of renewal are already
agreed to. But -- because they can't just
suddenly say we're not going to renew, we want
your property, because you can't renove this
bui l di ng, this cooperative apartment conplex from
the land. You can't just pick it up like it's an
aut onobi | e.

So ny question really is, how does
this not change a very material term and
substantially inpair, as you may know -- and
that's the contracts clause of the United States
Constitution -- how does this not substantially
inmpair the length of time? Because now we're
i mposi ng by statute an adj ustnent where the
cooperative can now say, you know what, we want
to renew now so people can get nortgages, because
the renewal is only 25 years away.

Does t hat nmke sense?
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SENATOR STAVI SKY: The -- you are
referring to a different neasure, far nore
conpl ex.

This | egislation before us deal s
with the timng and nothing else, the ability to
renew t he ground | ease.

SENATOR PALUMBO W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Senat or St avi sky,
if I could just direct you to |I guess the | ast
page here. |It's a pretty short statute. Wat is
this, page -- | guess this would be page 2.

Line 26, at the end of subdivision (f).

That "notw thstanding any termof a
subj ect residential cooperative ground |ease to
the contrary" -- so overriding their lease -- "if
a subject residential cooperative ground | ease
aut hori zes the ground | ease residenti al
cooperative to renew or extend its | ease at the

sol e option of the ground | ease residual
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cooperative, then the ground | ease residenti al
cooperative nmay exercise such right to renew or
extend at any tine prior to the expiration of the
subj ect residential cooperative ground | ease in
accordance with all other terns thereof."

So -- and | know this seens kind
of -- sonewhat innocuous, because it's stil
all owi ng a renewal subject to the agreed-upon
terms, but it's shortening that w ndow now t hat
they can -- instead of having a 99-year | ease,

t hey actually have, say, a 75-year |ease, based
on this statute, which is inpairing the term of
t hat | ease.

(Pause.)

SENATCR STAVI SKY: |If the |ease
gives themthe right. W are dealing only with
the timng and not the terns of the |ease.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay. Thank you
for clarifying that, Senator. Thank you for
responding to ny questions. |It's always nice to
see you.

On the bill, please,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Pal unbo on the bill.
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SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And this is, | think, a nuch better
version than -- there was a previous bill that
conpletely inpaired the agreenments between the
parties.

And as | indicated, these are very
sophi sticated parties. You' re not going to have
someone who owns or is building a cooperative
conpl ex and the owner who owns the | and doing
this on a cocktail napkin. These are very
sophi sticated parties. They have -- they al
hire very sophisticated | awers. And all these
ternms are in agreenent.

And I"'mglad to hear that this is
not intended to inpair any of those terns
regardi ng how they determ ne rent, how they
determine really every other provision within
t hat | ease.

My only winkle and concern is that
this is constitutionally defective because the

parties could agree to negotiate that into their

contract, that in the event there are sone of the

cooperative owners, sharehol ders, who are having

a tough tine getting a nortgage, that there could

be sone sort of a clause that could be executed,
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or an option.

But nore inportantly, | think the
winkle is that the mandating of a very
significant nodification of the ground | ease
because -- let nme just give one nore point before
| wap up. It just junped into nmy head.

That when we think about this, that
the option to renewis built within the contract.
| don't see how the | ender would actually want to
invest -- or would not invest, because the option
to renewis right before them Their
underwriters can take a | ook and they'll issue
the debt. They'Il say, Geat, w'll give you a
nor t gage.

Because now, with this, | think it's
al nost counterintuitive to that idea, because the
banks may not want to invest. Because now you're
going to renegotiate new ternms which may affect
the costs. They nay renegoti ate because you're

now renewi ng prior to the expiration, you're

really -- it's not a 99-year |lease. It's subject
to the whins of the cooperative. If that makes
sense.

So that's really my concern. So |

just feel -- | get the intent is a wonderful
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intent, to help the cooperative owners so they
can get financing and stay in their hones. |'m
just really concerned about the constitutional
nature of this. | don't think it conplies. And
as aresult, 1'lIl be voting no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

St avi sky, you want to explain your vote? W're

not there --
SENATOR STAVI SKY: On the bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On the
bill. Senator Stavisky On the bill.
SENATOR STAVI SKY: On the bill.
Thank you for your conments,
Senat or .
| think what you're getting at is an
issue that is msunderstood. | think you are

implying that we are inpairing contracts, which
obvi ously, according to the federal Constitution,
Article 1, we cannot do.

There was a court case in 1977 which
addressed this issue that | think is inportant.
It was a case involving Energy Reserve G oup V.
Kansas Power & Light. And the judge in that

case -- and incidentally, that was a unani nous
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deci sion by a conservative Republican court and
the opinion was witten by Justice Bl ackmun.

And he said that, first, the state
regul ati on nmust not substantially inpair a
contractual relationship. And this does not.

Secondly, the states nust have a
significant and legitimate purpose behind the
regul ati on, such as the renmedying of a broad and
general social and econom c problem The probl em
is with Fannie Mae and obtai ning a 30-year
nor t gage.

And third, the | aw nust be
reasonabl e and appropriate for its intended
purpose. And this legislation deals only with
the timng, not with the contract. And that, |
think, is a very inportant distinction.

And we believe that the bill does
not substantially inpair the existing contractual
rel ati onshi ps under these | eases, as it applied
only to the timng, as | said, and the renewal at
the expiration. This is prospective. Not going

back, but going forward with future | eases.

So, Madam President, | think this is
a very inportant bill for mddle-income
cooperatives. |'ve witten many letters on
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behal f of co-ops in Queens on the ground | ease
i ssue to Fanni e Mae, because they're just not
getting those nortgages. And this will renedy
t hat situation.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
let's restore this to the noncontroversi al
cal endar by agreenent, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 1869, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Skoufis,
Stec, Tedisco, Wber and WeiKk.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Let's nove back
to the controversial. And Cal endar 1920, by
Senat or Ranos.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1920, Senate Print 9840, by Senator Ranps, an act
to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
ober acker, why do you rise?

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Madam President. | was wondering if the good
Senat or would yield for a couple of quick

guesti ons.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos, do you yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you. And
t hank you, Senator.

Senat or -- through you,

Madam President. Senator, what is the current
average short-termdisability insurance prem um
for busi nesses when -- or whether annually or
monthly? Do we have a figure to put to that?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President. DFS approves the rates of

i nsurance, and those premuns are really
dependent on the nunber of enployees at that
particular work site and the rate of injury,
et cetera, et cetera.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
that. Through you, Madam -- oh. Through you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: My, how
| " ve changed.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR OBERACKER: Wul d t he
sponsor yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.
Thank you.

So ny understanding is we don't know
what the anticipated premuns are. W don't know
what it would be for either nonthly or an annual
premum So my question is -- and as a
busi nessman, and we're | ooking at |egislation
that's going to affect that, why wouldn't we have
| ooked at this before voting on this piece of
| egi sl ation today?

SENATOR RAMOS: | apol ogi ze.

Senat or Cberacker, do you rem nd repeating that
guestion?

SENATOR OBERACKER: Not at all,
Senator. Through you, M. President.

So if we don't know -- and correct
me if I'mwong, but we don't know what the

short-termdisability premuns for the
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busi nesses, whether annually or nonthly, would
be. | don't know what the anticipated woul d be,
because we don't know that. So ny question is,
if we don't know what those are and the i npact
t hey woul d have on busi nesses, why haven't we
| ooked at that? And then therefore why are we
voting on this piece of |egislation wthout those
key pieces of input for this bill?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
M. President. The first increase through this
bill would be set by January 1, 2026. And DFS
woul d have to set those rates in the fall. So
that's -- that's nore or | ess when we'd know by.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat .

M. President, if the bill sponsor
woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Do you
yi el d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: So -- and

again, correct me if this nunber isn't correct.
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The bill proposes what we -- or what | am being
told is a 600 percent increase in short-term
di sability benefits.

So to that end, has there been any
studies on what the programis utilization will be
once the increased benefits go into effect?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President. Right now we don't know what that
nunber m ght be.

But 1'd like to share that the
intent behind this bill is really to bring up
tenporary disability insurance to a simlar place
where paid fam |y | eave has been. Largely
because the payout on TDI has been stuck at $170
since 1989. And therefore, right nowit's
actually easier to take time off of work to take
care of a sick loved one than it is to take care
of yourself.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat .

Through you, M. President, would
the bill sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR RAMOS: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: So as a
busi ness owner, one who tries to plan and put
t oget her ny busi ness plan, nmy budgets noving
forward, rmuch |ike our budgets here in this
house -- two things. It would be extrenely -- it
woul d be extrenely appreciative, | guess woul d be
the word, that since we're voting on this piece
of legislation if some of that information, if
some of those nunbers, if some of that al gorithm
| guess, that we would use to cone up with this
coul d be sonmewhat put out to the businesspeopl e
because of those reasons, because we wll be
pl anni ng and | ooki ng at this.

So to that end, the short-term
disability is not required for the public-sector
enpl oyers, is that correct?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President. You know, right now, oftentines
workers find thenmselves in situations where they
get injured and it's easier to quit their job.
And so | would argue that it ends up being a | ot

nore expensive for the enployer to figure out how
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to deal with that high turnover.

And then additionally, | would --
woul d -- give nme one second. (Pause.)

And additionally, the insurance
conpani es are supportive of increasing this
benefit to injured workers and |I'm sure are going
to be working with their clients, their -- the
busi nesses that they represent in order to help
t hem prepare for 2026.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

M. President, if the bill sponsor
woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: So to go back
bringing it to public-sector enployers. Are they
or are they not required to have this insurance,
the short-termdisability? It's not required,
correct, for the public-sector enployers?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President, TDI is not required in the public

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6277

sect or.

Addi tionally, because of the paid
sick | eave or the personal sick |eave program
that's largely the protection that public-sector
wor kers woul d have.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat .

And one | ast question. Through you,
M. President, if the bill sponsor would yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Yes, thank you
Senat or .

So public-sector enployers are not.
So what woul d happen -- and | know | -- | don't
usually like hypotheticals, but in this case |
hope, just to gain -- only one. Only one. So
what happens if a state or a city enpl oyee
suffers froma non-work-related injury or
illness? How does that affect

(Pause.)

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,
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M. President. This is a good question to kind
of explain the union difference. Actually, these
kind of things are usually laid out in a
col | ective bargai ni ng agreenent when there is a
union on-site. And when there isn't, well, the
wor ker has the option of applying for disability
benefits.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranpbs, for that. And thank you
M. President. [|'m done.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Oberacker.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we al so
restore this bill to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 17. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President. And | certainly want to thank ny
col | eague Senator Ranpbs for steering this very

i mportant change through the Senate and the
Assenbly, together with the Governor's office.

This is a transformative change in
updating a very outdated systemthat provides
short-termdisability benefits.

But there's another provision of it
that is inmportant that wasn't discussed, that is
important to me and nany of my col |l eagues.

For the | ast several years there has
not been coverage for stillbirth under the paid
famly | eave program It has been a real
travesty for wonen who have experienced a
stillbirth or a death of a child upon birth. And
t hose wonen have organi zed and made their voices
hear d.

To the credit of Senator Ranpbs and
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our Majority Leader, this bill provides tenporary
paid fam |y | eave coverage for birthing parents
who experience stillbirth fromJanuary 1, 2026

to January 1, 2029. And then it noves into the
full TD benefit, when it will be in parity with
all the other -- those who are eligible for the
benefit.

We ought to take a nmonment to realize
how -- what a significant devel opnent this is for
t he wonen who have experienced stillbirth and
their famlies, to be able to know that they wll
have coverage of this benefit and nove to ful
parity.

|"mextrenely grateful. | vote aye.
And again, | thank Senator Ranpbs, the Majority
Leader, and our coll eagues and the Governor's
office for getting to this result.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.
| also rise to support this

legislation. | want to thank the sponsor for
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shepherding it through the house.

Fol ks, $170 a week, $170 a week if
soneone is disabled -- it's been on the books for
35 years, and here we are creating parity. W
passed paid famly leave in this house half a
dozen years ago -- nore -- that created a greater
benefit for people than we had, and we m ssed the
opportunity at the tinme to deal with TDI. [|I'm
gl ad we have the opportunity to do it now.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Scarcel | a-Spanton to explain
her vote.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you. And thank you to Senator Ranpbs for bringing
this bill to the floor today and for all your
advocacy i n nodernizing this benefit.

l'"d |like to echo what Senator Mayer
has said. This is incredibly, incredibly
important for famlies who have dealt with the
tragedy of stillbirth.

| cannot begin to tell you how many
stories | have heard, but | always think back to

the Tiegers, who | net back in 2009, Lori and
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Jeff, who sadly and tragically lost their son
Dani el at -- due to this.

Lori, | believe, she had told ne and
shared with ne that she got pregnant again
shortly thereafter, and she had to use her paid
famly |l eave that she had with her son into what
happened with her daughter.

So this is inmportant in actually
covering stillbirths specifically. | know | have
anot her constituent, Penny, who recently gave
birth, and she was advocating for this.

So really to all the advocates who
hel ped get this done, thank you. And thank you
to Senator Ranpbs as wel | .

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Ranpbs to cl ose.

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President,
there is alot to celebrate with this bill here
in this chanber. |It's a huge success for us, for
wor kers, and for pregnant people.

You know, this all started early on

this year in January with the Governor's

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6283

Executive Budget and with nmy bill making an
earnest effort to update this very outdated
safety net for workers and pregnant people.

In 2016, New York had passed a
groundbreaking paid famly | eave | aw, building on
t he decades-old Tenporary Disability |Insurance
program a benefit created to allow one to
address their own health needs.

But when we did it, we left TD
untouched. This |let New Yorkers w thout access
to crucial enploynent protections or neaningful
benefits when they need to care for thensel ves,
as opposed to a new child or a sick |oved one.

Wiile the cost of living and
inflation has clinbed, this benefit has been
stubbornly capped at $170 a week since 1989.
Havi ng had two children nyself, | can't imagine
how someone recovering frombirth is supposed to
focus on those critical first weeks of postpartum
on that little anobunt of noney. | nmean, many of
us spend a ot nore on lunch alone a week. | can
only imagi ne the burden on nothers while they're
trying to heal and bond with their baby.

But this bill is the result of a

tremendous anount of work that bal ances the
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various constituencies who make this safety net
possi bl e, and does nore than just raise the
benefit. W are expanding job healthcare and
retaliation protections. W're covering
stillbirth nothers. W're phasing in araise in
the benefit in a way that truly bears | ow wage
workers in mnd, eventually getting us all to a
benefit that is just above two-thirds of a
wor ker's paycheck. W're adding daily
intermttent |eave that is conpletely
conprehensive for all health challenges. And
we' re cappi ng enpl oyer contributions so as to not
over burden snal | businesses as we nodernize the
system

TDI, like paid famly |eave, like
unenpl oynment i nsurance, |ike workers
conpensation, is an econonic stabilizer. These
are safety nets that nake sure New Yorkers don't
fall -- don't go into free fall when the
unexpect ed happens.

| want to shout out former State
Senat or, now Congressman, Tim Kennedy for his
work on this benefit as well, and all of the
advocat es, including PUSH Pregnancy and

Ashl ey Spivey, so many ot hers who have worked
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al ongside ne, ny team the AFL-CIO to make this
hi stori ¢ updat e possible.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1920, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Giffo, Cberacker
O Mara, Ott and Stec.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W' re goi ng back
to the controversial cal endar for what we hope
m ght be our final debate: Calendar 638, by
Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: t he
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

There's a substitution at the desk.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Hoyl man- Si gal noves to discharge, fromthe
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Commi ttee on Environnmental Conservation,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10140 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 3185A, Third Reading
Cal endar 638.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
638, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10140, by
Assenbl ynmenber dick, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President. | hope that the sponsor will
yield to a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: t he
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Thrilled to be a part of the -- what
may be the final debate of our session. Thank

you, Senator Hoylman-Sigal, for being a part of
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that as well .

| f you could explain, Senator, the
bill was recently anmended on the third reading.
What's the difference between this |egislation
and prior versions?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, and thank you.

The bill essentially places a
noratoriumor a ban on prohibiting the taking of
hor seshoe crabs for conmmercial and bi onedi cal
pur poses.

| don't know if you're famliar wth
hor seshoe crabs -- you probably are. They are a
species that is in decline, but they are called
living fossils because they' ve been around before
t he di nosaurs, 445 mllion years. That's about
200 million years before the T-Rex roaned the
pl anet. They've survived five extinction events
on the planet, which | guess says sonethi ng about
their durability. But they are in steep decline
t hroughout the United States, and particularly
the Atlantic Seaboard.

To answer your question
specifically, Senator, the bill actually adds an

addi ti onal conponent that prohibits the taking of
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hor seshoe crabs not only for conmercial purposes
but al so for bionedical research purposes.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Sorry, |
was ki nd of | oud.

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

So was the additional restriction
the restriction on conmercial purposes or the
restriction on bionedical ?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Conmrer ci al
is both -- both fishing and for purposes of

bi onedi cal research

Because again -- you may know this,
but our coll eagues may not -- the horseshoe crab
has a special kind of blood. It's actually a

bl ue bl ood, not because they're aristocratic or
NYPD, but it's actually the color blue. And it

is used in research purposes because it has a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6289

speci al conponent that actually has clotting
pur poses, but al so has an enzynme which is --
contai ns an endotoxin that's used for research.

The fact is, is that there's an
alternative that has been cloned called rFC, for
reconbi nant Factor C, that came onto the market
in 2003.

So ny Assenbly col |l eague,
Assenbl ynmenber dick, thought that this would be
an additional good step, because we want to
encourage the private sector to produce this
synthetically cloned bl ood substitute rather than
continue to decinate the horseshoe popul ati on.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

On that point, are you aware that in

2019 the United States Pharnacopeia, which sets
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the standards for medical safety testing,

consi dered the inclusion of reconbinant factors
for endotoxin testing as an alternative to LAL?
And | believe you're referring to linmulus
anebocyte lysate, is that -- is that substance
that you're referring to, that enzynme that you're
referring to.

They considered the alternative, and
the m crobiol ogy expert comrittee did not nove
forward with it because it was not as effective.
And that's as of 2019. Wre you aware of that?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: | have --
t hrough you, M. President, | have done research
to the extent that we are able and have read a
bit about the synthetic alternative. You know,
my sources, if you will, say it is a suitable
one.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? Senator Hoyl man, do you yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And if you don't
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m nd ny asking, what are your sources?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: well, we
read the New York Tines. Through you,
M. President.

And we have a nunber of -- and we
also |l earned that there's another alternative
synthetic product that is due to hit the market
soon. So we don't think it's necessarily a good
idea to continue to rely on the horseshoe crab
when there are synthetic alternatives.

But here's the real point that I
wi sh to nmake, which is DEC i nformed us, having
spoken to them that there are no permts
currently active for biomedical conpanies to
farm-- to fish, rather, horseshoe crabs for
bi onedi cal purposes. So it's, in effect, a noot
point in New York State currently.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
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Senat or .

| know that you said you're using
the New York Times as a source. But the
United States Pharmacopeia, it's USP, is the
organi zation that actually sets the standards for
nmedi cal safety testing.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Well, | don't knowif that's
a question, but | appreciate the information.

The fact is there are no DEC
permts, no bionedical research conpany is
fishing for horseshoe crabs. Horseshoe crabs are
used primarily for bait. They are chopped up
into small pieces for the fishing of conch and
eel. But -- and there are no -- again, no
exanpl es of DEC permts currently in New York
State for the point of bionedical research

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
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Senat or .

| "' m not questioning the portion of
the bill that has to do with commercial fishing
the portion of the bill that has to do with using
themfor bait. |1'msolely focusing on the
nmedi cal use of the horseshoe crab.

The LAL enzyne obtai ned from
hor seshoe crab blood cells functions as a
sophi sticated sensing systemthat allows for the
extrenely sensitive detection of bacterial and
fungal cells. And currently the LAL test is the
nost sensitive and reliable nmethod applied to
detection of bacterial endotoxins. So it has a
significant nedical use that we are suspendi ng
wi t hout there being a suitable alternative.

| know that you've indicated that
there's sonething that you think will be on the
mar ket shortly. But what is the plan for what
happens in the interinf

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. First, again -- and let ne
enphasi ze once again -- no bionedi cal
research-driven fishing of the horseshoe crab is
occurring in New York State. So | think it's a

noot poi nt.
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But secondly, and sonething | do
want to discuss, the horseshoe crab is what's
call ed a keystone species, |ike the keystone of
an arch. It literally suspends the food chain on
ei t her side.

And there is a very inportant
species that is threatened that actually eats the
horseshoe crab. It's called the red knot. It's
a type of bird, you mght be famliar, that is
very inportant to the ecosystem but threatened at
t he nonent.

That's why ot her states, including
our sister states in the region, New Jersey and
Connecticut, as well as states up and down the
Eastern Seaboard, have taken steps where New York
has not. And that would include states |ike
South Carolina, Maryland, Virginia. And just
across the Sound, as | said, Connecticut.

So we're concerned w thout the
suspensi on of horseshoe crab fishing that we wll
have other fishermen conme to New York and depl ete
our stock of horseshoe crabs. They're a
magni fi cent creature. | actually presented a
nodel to our conference today, nuch to the

chagrin of our leader. But -- because it is
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related to the spider, after all, so it's not
exactly, you know, cuddly.

But it is fascinating. It is a
wonder to witness. And it's survived rmuch | onger
than any ot her species. | think we need to nake
certain that it continues to exist.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Again, if this bill were solely
about fishing, we wouldn't be having this
conversation. |'mfocusing solely on the nedical
use.

So are you aware that the production
of critical drugs and therapies, including
vacci nes and injectable drugs, rely on LAL for
endotoxin testing to ensure patient safety?

| understand the inportance and |

don't question the inportance of the red knot
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bird that relies upon the horseshoe crab for
food. But through this bill, are we placing the
safety of the red knot bird above the safety of
actual people who rely upon the vaccines and rely
upon the drugs and therapies that the testing for
t he endot oxi n through the horseshoe crab nakes
possi bl e?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, no.

Again, | think for the fourth tine,
there are no permts for horseshoe crab fishing
for biomedical purposes in the State of New York
So it's nonexistent.

Let ne al so say that the bionedica
research conpanies, including Eli Lilly,

Sanofi Pasteur, Pfizer and Roche, all have
synthetic alternatives.

So again, both the fact that there's
no fishing for bionedical research purposes in
New York State and the fact that so many
conpani es have alternatives suggests to ne that
we should in fact endorse the noratorium on
hor seshoe crab fishing as stated in this bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the

sponsor continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Has t he DEC
recommended this bill?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Wul d you
say that again?

SENATOR RHOADS: Has t he Depart nment
of Environnental Conservation, federal Departnent
of Environnmental Conservation reconmended this
bill?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, no.

But 1'Il say that New York is an
outlier in that our stocks are | ower than any
ot her of the states |I've nentioned -- possibly,
and | woul d suggest probably, because they have
bans and noratoria and nore stringent regul ations
than the State of New York. So New York needs to
act .

And whet her the federal governnent
suggests we should do so | think is beside the

poi nt because our sister states have al ready done
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so.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: But if the
State Departnment of Environnental Conservation is
the one that issues permts for any use of
hor seshoe crabs, for any fishing, for any purpose
of horseshoe crabs and there are no permts
issued, why is this bill even necessary?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, the bill is necessary because
of the extensive fishing for commercial purposes,
non- bi onedi cal, that currently is occurring.
VWhich is resulting in a steep popul ati on decli ne.
| can give you sone of those statistics.

The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature considers horseshoe crabs
to be vul nerable to extinction along the
East Coast, and that has led, as | nentioned, to

the faltering of other species, including the red
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knot bird, which has crashed, in effect, with the
decl i ne of horseshoe crabs, resulting in the U S
fish and Wldlife Service as listing that species
as threatened.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So we've spoken
gquite a bit -- we've spoken quite a bit about
fishing. And that seens to be the primary driver
tothis bill. And | certainly understand that
portion of it.

Tal ki ng specifically, though, about
t he bi omedi cal research portion and the nedi cal
uses for the horseshoe crab blood, which is so
i nportant, can you break down what portion or
per cent age of horseshoe crab fishing is
commercial for the purposes of bait, for the
pur pose of eating, versus the portion that's used
for bionedi cal research?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
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you, M. President. D d you say eating?

SENATOR RHOADS: Yes, eating. 1In
other words -- you can't really eat a -- it's not
a --

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Aneri cans,
general |y speaking, don't dine on horseshoe
cr abs.

(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: You may be
an outlier in that regard.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: But it's a
hundred percent conmercial fishing used for bait
in the State of New York, given that there are no
permts for biomedical research purposes. There
woul d be no other reason to fish for a horseshoe
crab in the State of New York if not for bait
pur poses.

So we're literally chopping up a
species and using it to catch other fish, which
seens like, frankly, you know, a poor approach.

And for the fish that it is -- so
it's used for bait for, as | nentioned, for conch
and eel. So there are bait options for those two

types of fish. For conch, there are bunker,
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spi der crabs, green crabs, Asiatic crabs, and
ot her clams that process waste.

And for eel, unfortunately that --
that fishing has nore or less died in New York
because the eel is now nostly farned in Asia,
which is a | ess expensive source.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So if 100 percent

of the fishing of horseshoe crabs -- and
apparently | just learned it's a -- it's
apparently some sort of delicacy in Asia. |'m

fairly certain that no one's fishing here for
sonmet hing for the Asian markets.

But if 100 percent of it is for the
pur pose of bait, why not just ban bait and | eave
open the possibility, given the inportance of it,
for medical use?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough

you, M. President. As has been conmented by

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6302

bot h mari ne bi ol ogi sts and researchers in the
field of bionedical research, they feel strongly

that unl ess we place a ban on the bionedica

research we're not going to continue to encourage

t he devel opment of the synthetic alternative.

W -- which is viable and, as | nentioned, which
has multiple | arge pharmaceuti cal and bi onedi cal
corporations engaged in its production.

So we want to stave off, through
this ban, the farm ng of this threatened species
for biomedi cal purposes because there is a
synthetic alternative.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal , do you yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes, of
cour se.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President. Through you, M. President.
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Senat or, you nentioned the word
"farm ng." Cbviously, other species of fish --
oysters, clans, salnon, for exanple -- are raised
in controlled environments in farnms so that they
will not inpact the overall population that's out
in the wld.

Agai n, not from personal know edge,
i f horseshoe crab farmng is possible, would this
bill ban horseshoe crab farmng in a controlled
envi ronnent even though that controlled
envi ronment woul d exist to protect the general
popul ation in the wild, which is what this bil
drives at?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. There is no farm ng of
hor seshoe cr abs.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or.
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If we're -- this is a hypothetical.
| f horseshoe crab farm ng were possible, are we,
through this legislation, banning it?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. DEC, it's ny understanding,
woul d have to come up with a whol e new section of
law to allow the farm ng of horseshoe crabs.

But it doesn't seemthat it is a
vi abl e comrercial enterprise. |'mnot aware of
any farm ng of horseshoe crabs anywhere in the
United States.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | want to thank
Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal for our robust discussion
of a topic that seens sonmewhat foreign to both of
us, but we're both quick studies.

Qobvi ously ny concern is not the
intent of the bill. The intent of the bill is to
save what is rapidly beconm ng an endangered
speci es, the horseshoe crab. | appreciate that

and respect Senator Hoylman-Sigal's intent in
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bringing forward this bill.

However, the nuch | ess comon but
much nore inportant use of the horseshoe crab is
for biomedical research. As was discussed during
the debate, that it's involved in the production
of critical drugs and therapies, including
vacci nes and injectable drugs that rely upon the
enzyme that's in horseshoe crab bl ood for
endotoxin testing that ensures patient safety
with respect to all of these vaccines and drugs.

As was di scussed during the debate
by Senator Hoyl man-Sigal, there are therapies
that -- there are other substances, synthetic
substances, that may be on the way but are not
there yet. And when | referenced the
Uni ted States Pharnmacopeia, USP, which sets the
standards for nedical safety testing, the ones
that are on the market now are not as good.

And while | respect the intention,
which is to protect both the horseshoe crab and
ot her species that are in the food chain such as
the red knot bird, | don't understand why in this
bill we couldn't prohibit farm ng, prohibit
fishing solely for the purpose of bait, but allow

open the possibility of what has proven to be an
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effective use of the horseshoe crab -- and
limted use of the horseshoe crab -- for
bi onedi cal research

For those reasons, | amvoting in
the negative on this bill. | would encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane. Though |I am open,
certainly, to the possibility of anended
| egislation that just deals with the issue of
farm ng for commercial purposes other than
bi onedi cal .

Thank you, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Rhoads.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's, by
agreenent, restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal, a renowned naturalist from
Manhattan, we thank you --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR RYAN: -- for this bill.

But a fewthings. One is if you're
harvesti ng horseshoe crabs for bionedical, you're
only supposed to do it during a very short
season. And they actually take the blood out of
the crab and they're then supposed to return them
to the wild, but it's wi dely suspected that nost
of the harvesters don't return themto the wld,
they sell themto the people who are using them
for conch traps. So they don't end up back in
the wld.

And New York State needs to take
this action because New Jersey took this action

several years ago, but New York State's supply of
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hor seshoe crabs in the wild has gone down
precipitously. And then -- it's a unique
species, right? 1It's blue copper blood. But it
can detect bacteria in human bl ood, so we use it
all the tine. But there's been a patent since
2003 on a, you know, honenade alternative. But
nobody wants to pay for that because it's under
patent. The cheaper thing is to keep harvesting
t he horseshoe crab.

So we want to keep the horseshoe
crab a keystone species, as Senator Hoyl man sai d.
But there's another weird factoid that goes al ong
with the blue bl ood of the horseshoe crab. The
red knot bird, it's just this little bird. It
| ooks kind of |ike a woodcock, kind of like a
sandpiper. But it starts every year in the
Arctic Circle and it ends every year at the tip
of South Anerica. And guess what it eats on the
trip, on the way down? They stop at New York
beaches and eat eggs from horseshoe crabs.

But because the horseshoe crab have
been declining so nuch in New York State, the red
knot species has al nost di sappeared. That's why
New Jersey took this action. They saw a decrease

i n horseshoe crabs along with the increase of red
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knots. And that's exactly what we're | ooking
for.

And the red knot, mnd you, it's a
l[ittle bird. It's the size of a robin. It
wei ghs three and a half ounces. That's --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ryan.

SENATCOR RYAN: -- aslice and a
hal f of bread. |It's fascinating. | know you
find it fascinating, M. President.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Very nuch
so.

SENATCOR RYAN: So for those
reasons, | vote in the affirmative. But | do
t hank Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal for bringing this
important bill to our desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ryan in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 638, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Giffo, Lanza, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads and Skoufi s.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 6.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we are going to call a --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Alittle
order, please. Thank you.

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- a Mjority
conference for 6 o' clock and session to resune at
6:15.

Pl ease recogni ze Senat or Lanza for
an announcenent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Oh, I'm
sorry, Senator Lanza. Myjority conference to
resune at 6:00 p.m in -- excuse ne. Mijority
conference at 6 p.m Session to resunme at 6:15.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

M. President, there will be an
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i mredi ate nmeeting in Room 315 of the
Republ i can Conf erence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: | nredi at e
neeti ng of the Republican Conference in Room 315.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 5:26 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
6:36 p. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
beli eve we have a Suppl enmental Active List 2
whi ch contains one bill, Calendar 703.

Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
703, Senate Print 2852A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And | truly want to express ny
gratitude to all ny coll eagues for this rather
| ate edition before we gavel out for -- | would
say the year, but nmaybe, naybe not the year.

And, you know, this is a bill that I
and a nunber of people have worked for several
years on to get to this point. | understand the
Assenbly is debating it right now as | speak.

And al |l throughout New York State, over the past
15 years, we have done so nuch to support our
breweries, our cideries, our distilleries, all of
our craft beverage manufacturers. 1'd say in the
space of econonic devel opnent it's been one of

our shining bright stars over the past 10 or 15
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years.

But we -- coming out of the
pandem c, we're at a point here where our
distilleries and cideries, many of them are
hanging on with their fingernails on the edge.
And really the one proposal that has | angui shed
up here in Al bany -- that would, for sone, allow
themto survive, for others allowthemto
thrive -- has been this bill that is before us
t oday.

| want to express ny gratitude to
certainly the Majority Leader for supporting
bringing this bill to the floor at this tine.

| also want to express my gratitude
to Senator Rachel My, who has chanpi oned the
ci der conponent of this legislation for sone
time; as well as our Ag chair, Senator Hinchey,
who's been a staunch advocate for this
| egi sl ation; my Assenbly counterpart,
Assenbl ywoman Donna Lupardo; and fromny staff,
in particular, Evan Gallo, who has worked
extrenely hard on this bill.

In my 12 years | don't know t hat
|'ve carried a bill that has elicited nore

m sinformati on from opponents, unfortunately,
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than this bill that we are about to vote on
which is a shane.

But it heartens ne that we were able
to break through that m sinformation and bring
this bill to a vote. This will be a gane-changer
for our hundreds of small distilleries and
ci deri es.

And nake no m stake, this is just
for the small guys. Gey Goose and all the big
brands, whether they're here in New York or in
other states, will not be able to ship under the
authority that is proposed in this bill. This is
strictly to support our snmall businesses in
New York State and, with those states with
reciprocity, other states around the country.

| proudly vote yes in support of
this pro-snmall business piece of |egislation and
this bill that will bring convenience to
responsi bl e drinkers throughout New York State.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.
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And | want to thank Senator Skoufis
for chanpioning this cause for such a long tine
and t hrough such headw nds.

| have, as he nmentioned, sponsored
the bill just for cider, and we've passed it
t hrough this chanmber six times wthout nuch help
on the other side. And | really -- | nean, in
the other house. And so it's exciting that
finally this seens to be able to nove forward.

The cider producers in nmy district
and across the state use only New York State
appl es. They are making sone of the best cider
in the world. And they deserve to be able to
conpete on a level playing field with the
cideries in Washington State and Oregon that can
al ready ship to New York State because they cal
t hemsel ves wineri es.

So we are leveling the playing field
here. W're making it possible for these
wonder ful smal |l businesses to keep doing their
work and to share their tremendous product with
people all across the state.

| amexcited to vote aye. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 703, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Addabbo, Ashby,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chu, Fernandez, Martinez,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ott, Rhoads and
Thonas.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of Suppl enmental Active List No. 2.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there are several
privileged finance resolutions at the desk. Can
we take them up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 20 --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2685, by

Senat or Stewart- Cousins, amendi ng Senate
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Resol uti on 2866 of 2022 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2022-2023 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2685 --

(O f the record.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2685, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2686, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate

Resol ution 2861 of 2022 establishing a plan
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setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2022-2023 state
fiscal year for grants in aid to certain
agricultural organizations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2686, voting in the negative:
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2687, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 2857 of 2022 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2022-23 state

fiscal year.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2687, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2688, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 2864 of 2022 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2022-23 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2688, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2689, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 2860 of 2022 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2022-23 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Resol ution 2689, voting in the negative are
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Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2690, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 2859 of 2022 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2022-2023 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2690, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.
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Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Resol ution 2691, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 1397 of 2023 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2023-24 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2691, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2692, by
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Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 1408 of 2023 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2023-24 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2692, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2693, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 1406 of 2023 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a

certain appropriation for the 2023-24 state
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fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2693, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2694, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 1401 of 2023 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2023-2024 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2694, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2695, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 1396 of 2023 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2023-2024 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Resol ution 2695, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2696, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 1410 of 2023 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2023-2024 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2696, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Qoberacker, Ott, O Mara, Rhoads, Stec,
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Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2697, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2697, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2698, by
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Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2698, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2699, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2699, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2700, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2700, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2701, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2701, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
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Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2702, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2702, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2703, by
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Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting for purposes of providing additional
funding for school districts which have
experienced a significant financial hardship.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2703, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2704,
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for
certain appropriations for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

by
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guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAILEY:  (Bangi ng
gavel .) The question is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2704, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2705, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for
certain appropriations for the 2024-25 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

guestion is on the resol ution.
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Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2705, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2706, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, amendi ng Resol ution 2139
of 2019 establishing a plan setting forth an
itemzed |ist of grantees for certain
appropriations for the 2019-2020 state fiscal
year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2706, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2707, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 1244 of 2021 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for
certain appropriations for the 2021-2022 state
fiscal year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2707, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
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Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2708, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns, amendi ng Senate
Resol ution 3725 of 2010 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for
the New York State Econom c Devel opnent
Assi stance Program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 2708, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
some housekeepi ng.

Wiile we're getting oursel ves
settled, | wish to call up Cal endar Nunbers 1303,
1384, 1734 and 1184, with their correspondi ng
Assenbly Nunbers 9463, 6982, 10221 and 4403.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1734, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10221, by
Assenbl ynmenber Wberner, an act to anend the
Abandoned Property Law.

Cal endar Nunber 1303, Assenbly Bill
Nunber 9463, by Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act
to amend the Financial Services Law

Cal endar Nunber 1384, Assenbly Bill
Nunber 6982, by Assenbl ynenber Gonzal ez- Roj as, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

Cal endar Nunber 1184, Assenbly Bill
Nunber 4403, by Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

reconsi der the vote by which these Assenbly bills
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were substituted.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | nove that all
Assenbly bills be recomritted to the Conmittee on
Rul es, and all Senate bills be restored to the
order of the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
al so nove to recommt the entire cal endar to the
Commi ttee on Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
as everybody knows, we have sonme nenbers of high
esteemwho are -- potentially, anyway -- in their
last tinme in this chanber. So we're going to, by
consent, allow themto speak to us, potentially
for the last tine.

So we will start with Senator Kevin
Thomas. Pl ease recogni ze Senator Thonas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Kevin "The Cul ture King" Thonsas.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
M. President.

This is going to be hard. There are
some things in life you can never prepare for no
matter how hard you try. Being a Senator is one
of them \Wen | spoke in this chanber for the
first tine six years ago, or cast a vote for the
first tinme six years ago, | never imagined the
prof ound di fference one can nmake for others. The
role that we play in this chanber, this
del i berative body, is greater than all of us.

| really have to pinch nyself to
understand that an inmgrant to this country has
the privilege to stand here and address all of
you today. | could never have inmagined | would
be in this chanber with all of you.

| want to thank mnmy constituents out
in Nassau County for putting their trust in ne
and sending ne to Al bany for the past six years.
l"mincredibly grateful to themfor the
opportunity to get things done, to bring back
horme resources to nmake their lives better, and to

sinply do the right thing for them
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| also want to thank ny famly for
under st andi ng the denmands of public |life and not
holding it too much agai nst me when | am not
around, especially ny wife. 1'mincredibly
grateful to her for being so supportive.

As many of you know, ny daughter
Layla was born a couple of days after ny el ection
in 2018, and she does demand attention, which is
why | rush back after the session to win her
over. Happy to report | amin her top five,
after her nom her aunt, her little cousin, her
animal Stuffy, and then ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR THOVAS: Those of us who
are elected officials know that the unsung heroes
behind the scenes are our staff. | have the best
staff anyone can ask for. Thank you to ny
counsel Jaim e Sheehan, who's behind nme right
now, and ny chief of staff Donna Nogid, for
al ways bei ng prepared and maki ng me | ook good.

| have been lucky to have a great
teamup here in Al bany as well: The centra
staffers, who are always there with ne for ny
committee neetings and to give nme advice on bills

that | have; and down in the district, who are
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har dwor ki ng and j ust good people: Debbie, Tyler,
Angel l a, Caryn, Brianna, Mark, Rachel and Nawar.
Every day they help constituents with

prof essionalism and they sol ve probl ens.

This is exactly why | got into
politics. | wanted to hel p people, people who
work hard to nmake ends neet and send el ected
officials like us up to Al bany to get things
done.

Thank you to the Majority Leader for
her trust in me and her | eadership. 1've been
here for six years, and this Denocratic
Conf erence has gone through a lot. And the glue
that binds this conference together always is
Senat or Andrea Stewart- Cousins.

| don't think anyone knew ne when
won in 2018, trust nme. But the |eader took nme in
and put in me in various roles, including as
chair of Consuner Protection. |'mproud to have
chanpi oned many bills to help consunmers in this
state. |'ve chaptered nore than 68 bills and
counting, in ny six years. And as a Majority we
have nmade progress in the lives of New Yorkers,
and we are keepi ng New York going forward.

| also want to thank Senator M ke
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G anaris for his friendship and gui dance and his
| eader shi p t hroughout these years.

And to ny fellow conference nenbers,
| amso proud to serve with all of you. These
past couple of days have shown that we al ways
manage to cone together as one team united, to
take on chall enges for our constituents. After
all, that's why we are here, to inprove their
lives.

|"mgoing to mss seeing all of you
around every week, especially the foodies, who
say yes to trying anything up here in Al bany.

And yes, there are a lot of things to do here in
Al bany.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR THOVAS: I''mal so so
i ncredi bly proud of how far we have cone in terns
of Asian representation in this chanmber. M big
bro Senator Liu, Senator Cooney, and Senator Chu,
they've all made history and will continue to do
so.

As far as the Long Island del egation
goes, Senator Martinez and | have a very
inmportant role in this chanber, since we are in

the Majority. W have done so rmuch, |ike voting
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to increase school funding, expandi ng universa
pre-K, capping property taxes, protecting our

wat er infrastructure, investing in our local fire
departnments, police departnments and nonprofits --
| can go on and on and on.

And | want to al so thank the
Republ i can Long | sl and del egation. | know we nay
not agree on everything, but it's a pleasure to
work with all of you. Al right? W always put
Long Island first. So thank you as well.

Wi ch brings ne to bipartisanship in
this chanber. [|'ve noticed in ny years here that
we collectively want to do what is best for our
constituents. But we choose different paths.

And sonetinmes we cone together to pass bills into
law, |ike Angelica's Law, which | chanpi oned with
nmy Republican Long Island coll eague

Senator Murray. After years of it |anguishing,
we got it done together.

Finally, as | |eave the Senate,
| eave sonet hing that has given ne the opportunity
to do so nmuch good for others in this state. |
t hank you for your friendship and the privil ege
of serving with all of you. 1It's been an honor

of ny life to serve and to do good for others.
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God bl ess. Thank you.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank you
for your service, Senator Thonmas.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up wll be
Senat or John Manni on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: John the
Manni on.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,
M. President.

| sat here just a few days ago; |
listened to Senator Mattera tal k about his
famly, how nmuch being honored by the Italian
American legislators nmeant to him So | have to
t hank ny parents, Dorothy Fay, from Chateaugay,
New York, and ny father, Jack Manni on, whose
father, ny grandfather, mgrated here and built
| uxury aut onobiles in Syracuse, New York, after
he served in World War | for his new country.

And as |'ve said on this floor, ny
dad lost his dad at 14, and that was shortly
after the Depression. So their trajectory

changed fromthe Anerican dreamto chall enges,
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and then overcom ng those challenges. M father
dropped out of school at 16 and worked for the
New York Central Railroad for 42 and a hal f
years.

And ny nother -- ny nother wanted ne
to be a doctor. (Gesturing.) M wfe's |aughing
behi nd ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: But I'Il tel

you, she'd be proud of ne today.

You know, | want to thank ny
col | eagues. | say one of the bl essings of
running for office -- which is not always a
bl essing -- is that you get to neet people that

you never woul d have nmet in the process. And
some of those people you don't realize at the
time, but they would run through a wall for you.

And | get to work with 41 Senators
that, if | asked them would run through a wall
for ne. And they have. W have great diversity
of thought. W have great diversity of
geography, we have great diversity. And | am
proud and honored to have served with all of you.
And thank you for all you've taught nme.

|'ve al so been able to sit in the
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back row here, the sophonore class, nostly.
Sophonore, as you probably all know, mneans fool.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: And we have a | ot
of fun back here, but the troubl emakers are not
t he sophonores. It's freshman Lea Wbb --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: -- and
super-seni or Sincha Fel der.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: | also would like
to thank Senator G anaris, who |ike Senator
Thomas referenced, was good enough to support ne,
saw sonmething in me, took me under his w ng,
briefly snothered ne, and then let ne fly free.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR MANNI ON: | never nmiss a
chance, | guess.

|"d like to thank Senator May. |
t hi nk many fol ks at home would say that we nake a
great conplenent. W have an overl appi ng Venn
diagramto represent the area. | also like to
say that I'mthe second nost progressive Senator
in the history of Central New York.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR MANNI ON: I'd also like to
t hank ny predecessors before nme, Bob Antonacci,
who was here for 26 days, and John DeFranci sco,
who was here for 26 years. And before him
Tarky Lonbardi, who was here for 26 years. And
|"mproud to say that in those 52 years and
26 days, | amthe tallest Senator fromthe
50th Senate District.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: I'd also like to
t hank Senator Breslin, who |I'm honored to be able
to wal k out the doors with, and of course Senator
Thomas. But Senator Breslin, Senator Kennedy and
| are also very proud of our heritage, and |I'm
proud to be a part of what | call the Second
Irish Diaspora, |leaving the New York State Senate
rather than the Island of Ireland.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR MANNI ON: I'I'l have ot her
t hank yous here, but | want to take a mnute in
the mddle of this to thank our |eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins. As a union president, as
a teacher, as sonebody who engages with various
| evel s of leadership, |I don't think you' d find a

person in this roomthat would not strive to be
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t he | eader that our |eader is.

She | eads with open-nm ndedness, she
| eads with integrity, she leads with strength,
and she | eads with conpassion. And | thank you,
Leader, for allowing nme to be the first-ever
Senator to chair the Standing Comrittee on
Disabilities.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: And | thank
Senat or Weber and Senator Martucci, who served as
ranki ng nmenbers on that commttee. |In four
years, we've done a lot. W've changed lives,
and we' ve change the trajectory for people with
disabilities in this state. |1 amso proud of
that. And it's something that can't be taken
away from ne.

The other things that |I'm proud of
is -- you know, if it wasn't for public
education, | wouldn't be here. | watched the
changes that happened with the teacher eval uation
system 3-8 testing, Gap Elimnation Adjustnent.
And | |eave this chanber not only making really
significant changes for people with disabilities,
but also fully funding the Foundation Aid

formul a, expandi ng universal pre-K to upstate
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New Yor k, and changing a punitive and illogica
eval uati on system for teachers that negatively
i npacts kids, negatively inpacts teacher
recruitnment. And we have turned that around.

You know, | |love working in this
chanber. [|'mamazed that | | ook up sonetinmes and
| look at where | work. But it's the second
greatest place |'ve ever worked. And for those
of you that have taught in a classroom it's nuch
nore beautiful than this place because those kids
change your life. You learn a ot fromthem

And | thank those students and the
students that |'ve reconnected with after running
that | never would have conme into contact with
agai n, who have been ny supporters and have
honestly gone to the doors and nade the calls for
ne.

| want to thank the staff here. |
want to start with our nmessenger service. Wen
we got the chance to honor them and show our
appreciation to them it's a day I wll never
forget. And one of those days in your lives that
you never forget, you al nbst never see that day
com ng. But that was a great day. And | think

we all would also agree that their service to
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this state and to us changes us and has changed
the climate of this building and treats all of us
with the respect that we deserve.

I'd like to thank the custodi ans who
are here after hours, when we wal k in and
everything is perfect. 1'd like to thank the
staff of the Senate for the work that they do
behind the scenes. W say this all the tine, but
it's true. They make us | ook good. They nake
sure we don't stunble over our own feet.

And I'm forever indebted to the
staff that has worked on ny conmttee. 1|'malso
i ndebted to ny own staff who work in my district
of fice and here, past and current. They nake ne
| ook good. When they have chal l enges that |
maybe put on them they not only go out of their
way to do whatever they can to help ne, they
apol ogi ze to me for not even -- for not doing
enough. It's never enough. | could put nore and
nore on them and they'd never stop.

| want to thank the fol ks up there
on the dais or whatever you call that thing.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: I"mstill a kid

from Ti pperary H Il who grew up on a busy street.
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But thank you for all that you do to nake sure it
wor ks swi mmi ngl y.

| have to let you all in on a secret
some of you already know. | get to sit right
behi nd Senat or Lanza, next to Senator Brisport.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: We have sonet hi ng
called the Brisport-Lanza Arc --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: -- which is when
there's only two no votes: Lanza hates it, and
it doesn't go far enough for Jabari.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: It happened
t oday.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: | think I was
getting a coffee.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR MANNI ON: Al nost there.

My three kids. W'Il start with the
youngest, Brady Mannion. He's the baby of two
babies. He's talented, he's hilarious, he can do
al nrost anything. Really smart kid. But he would

go out of his way to do things for people w thout
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anyone paying notice to him

My daughter, Quinn. Everybody
shoul d have a daughter. Every dad should have a
daughter. She's got a huge heart. She's the
funniest of all of us. She perseveres. She's
strong and ki nd.

My ol dest, John Al oysius Mannion --
we'll have to tal k about that another tinme --
that we call Jack

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: He's ny ol dest.

| talk about | wouldn't be here if it wasn't for

public education. | wasn't -- | wouldn't be here

for Jack Mannion. He's strong. He cares. He
woul dn't hurt a fly. And he's the
har dest-working kid in the thousands of kids that
| taught. Thousands of kids that | taught, he's
t he hardest-working kid. |[|'ve spoken about him
on this floor. | couldn't be prouder of him
None of that would have happened
wi thout the girl | saw wal king up the stairs at
Schiller Park in 1991. That's ny wife Jennifer.
Jenni fer Brady. She doesn't let nme stop. She's
the one texting nme, when I'mon the floor:

You're on canera, get off your phone.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR MANNI ON: But when |'m
tired and when | feel like |I've got too many
things comng at ne, | know that she's al ways got
nmy back, always got ny back. And our |ove for
each other has made sure that | get to sit in
this chair.

| thank her. | thank all of you. |
t hank you, Madam Leader.

Thank you, M. President.

(Lengt hy standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank you
for your service, Senator Mannion.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Manni on' s funny.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR MANNI ON: Shoul d have asked
me stay around.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: | did.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
bef ore we nove on, there was one nore privil eged
resol ution we neglected to take up.

So can we please take up Privil eged
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Resol ution 2682 by Leader Stewart-Cousins, read
its title, and then recogni ze Leader
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

W' ve agreed that we can have one
menber from each side speak, so we're not here
all night -- because | know we'd all want to
speak on this one. But please take this up and
recogni ze Leader Stewart- Cousi ns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2682, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, cel ebrating
Senator Neil D. Breslin upon the occasion of his
designation as the recipient of the President
Pro Tenpore and Senate Majority Leader's
Legi sl ative Legacy Award.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

And, you know, it is really hard
al ready to have a dry eye when we are addressed
so el oquently by two outstandi ng menbers of this
chanber, of the Senate fam |y, and certainly of

our conference. Both gentlenmen served with
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dedi cation and inspire all of us -- both.
You know, when you cone in -- and we
know we're privileged here. It's not |ike

Congress where you've got to wait 20 years to get
a chair, you know, or a ranker.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But we
know you're going to serve us well.

But the reality is when you walk in
and you get responsibilities, we all have to
trust and hope that you are given these
responsi bilities because these are indeed the
lives of our constituents in the hands of peopl e,
and you just hope they're half as good as they
say they are. And in these cases, you're far
better.

So we will mss you. W wi sh you
Godspeed. We know that everything that you have
| earned here, you will teach to others who will
hopefully be inspired to follow in your
footsteps, with your |ove of your famlies, your
work, and with the hope towards the future.

And then, while we say good-bye to
t hose two extraordi nary Senators, | have to say

good-bye to ny seatmate for so many years,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6356

Senator Neil Breslin.

He is the dean of our chanber. He
has spent 28 years of his life in this
buil ding -- and probably nore tinme than nost of
us, because he represents this area.

It's Senator Breslin who, anytinme we
couldn't be sonewhere to, you know, open session,
you know cerenonially, it was Senator Breslin who
had that job. | don't think there has ever been
atime that |'ve called on himor that anyone,
frankly, has called on Neil to do sonethi ng where
Neil did not say "I'mavailable, send nme. |I'm
t hat guy."

That's what he's done for the
hundreds of thousands of people that he's had the
privilege of serving for all these years. And
that's what every single one of us have
under st ood about what you bring to this
chanber -- not only as a Senator, not only as a
| awyer, not only with expertise in insurance, but
as a human bei ng who understands that hunmans have
foi bles but they are all worth redeem ng,
nurturing and grow ng.

It's what you did for nme as the

| eader and what | will renmenber nobst about you,
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that there was never a tinme that you didn't have
the tinme.

And so because of that, obviously,
we couldn't let you go without the fornmal
presentation of a resolution, but al so because |
get to, as the President Pro Tem and the
Majority Leader, do Legacy Awards. This is
sonmething that | started when people like
your sel f decided that you wanted to enjoy your
l'ife outside of this chanber.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: The
Legacy Award is done in your favorite Fordham
colors. It has your district onit. And it
t hanks you in so many words for everything that
you have done in this chanber and beyond.

It al so says that your | egacy
frankly is unmatched, and we will never forget
the benefits we've derived from your generosity
and the generosity of your famly sharing you
with all of us.

| will mss you. You have to
prom se not to go far. And pronise to conme here
anytine that you want to be rem nded of the void

that you' ve | eft because you won't be ny
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seat mat e.

| appreciate you. Congratul ations.
Have a wonderful retirenent. Muich |ove.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: |"mjust rarely
over whel ned - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Breslin on his own resol ution.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: | just said I'm
rarely overwhel med, and | usually have sonething
sarcastic to start with. But at this nonent |
don't.

It's a very, very special day for
me, finishing a career of 28 years. And | know
when the | eader talked to ne about possibly
staying, | said, Wll, yesterday when | was
putting everything together | said |I've been
here, to nyself, 26 years. Then | found out it
was 28 years. And | said to the | eader, | said,
You don't need sonebody who can't count --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: -- hangi ng
around.

And | won't give a -- for John and
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Kevin, just two special young Senators who |
greatly admre and | know we'll be readi ng about
them and their exploits, John as a Congressnan
and Kevin out on the island doi ng wonder f ul

t hi ngs.

And it's given ne the opportunity to
sit here and think about how | got here. And
won't go into a long detail. |If anybody's
concerned, I'mnot going to start off with ny
wei ght at birth.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: But |"m-- as
many of you know, |I'man attorney, and | used to
wal k by this Capitol frequently. And | spent a
ot of tine in courtroons and | never -- native
Al bani an, lived here basically all ny life --
never stopped in the Capitol. Never stopped in
the Capitol. Because | thought they were a
strange group of people.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And | didn't
really realize how visionary | was in identifying
t hat fact.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And then | was
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gi ven the opportunity -- and never having seen

t he chanber, never having taken a government | ob,
which ny two brothers, who are al so | awers and
former partners of mne, took sone of them And
| o and behol d, sonme 28 years ago | was asked to
first run for county executive, which | said |
don't have the attention span. And then,
ultimately, to run for Senate, which | accepted.
And | think there was a -- for all of us, there
was a little bit of an appeal to pride that we

t hi nk we can w n.

And |I"mgoing to share with you
something that | haven't told a | ot of people, is
that on June 27th of the year | ran, | was behind
ina poll. Wich as a candidate, you know, you
shoul d never see, but | knew where they were
keeping them | was behind 63 to 27. And |
think | teared up the same way |'mstarting to
tear up now when | saw that.

And t hrough events that happened,
then I ended up here. And ended up having a very
dear, dear friend in the person | beat,

M ke Hobl ock, who's a wonderful public servant
and still around. And we still get together.

And cane here with no advanced feelings about
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what | would do and how | woul d do.
And the first week here, there was a
Senat or from Syracuse, a wonan Senat or, who

bar ged ahead of everybody on the elevator. And

they were all saying "Hi, Senator,"” "Hi
Senator,"” and then making fun of her behind her
back.

And | said, Well, you know, naybe
"1l do something new. [I'll be the last on and

the last off every elevator that |'m here.

And it annoys people sonetinmes. It
took nmy staff a while to get used to it. But it
works. And it nakes you think about other
peopl e.

And as John nentioned, they
i nclude -- they include the nmessengers. The
nessengers are my nessengers. They're | ocated
here. | don't mss a party -- ever -- that they
have. As soon as the door's closed and |I'm al one
with 34 nessengers, they make fun of ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And they love it.
They just keep making fun of me. And they have
so many skills that | could never, ever, ever

have. And each one has a special characteristic
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that | wi sh | had.

And I'Il just give you the -- a
little story about a nmessenger who passed away
three years ago, Robert. And he was 45 when he
passed away. He lived up in Saratoga. And
Robert used to conme into ny office. And I'ma
fanati c Dodger fan. And I'mpretty good with
statistics about the Dodgers. Well, Robert
started reeling off about Don Newconbe getting
the Cy Young of 1956, and Duke Sni der 43 hone
runs there, and went on and on and on.

And | was so inpressed with his
skills, just -- and he'd cone every coupl e of
days and we'd chat about baseball. And he
passed, so | went to the wake and funeral and net
his father. And his father said, "Ch, you're
Neil Breslin. Onh, my son tal ked about you al
the tine." He didn't know anyt hi ng about
baseball. He went to the library all the tine
and | earned about the Dodgers so he could cone in
and chat every day.

And it was a warmh, and he put a --
totally never told ne. And it gives you an
exanple of the different kinds and qualities that

mght be a little bit different than some of us,
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but how i nportant they are in the whol e schene of
life.

And it leads that if we do things
properly, Denocrat and Republican, it's to
effectuate a better life for everyone. And
everyone is different. And there are skills that
we don't see. There's the inability to pay for
educations that we know are there and we don't
properly take care of. Last week | read the
statistic that on any given day, there's
33,000 honel ess children in New York City.

That's nmy fault. That's your fault. That's our
faul t.

And there's so nany other areas that
we can really make a difference. And | don't
nmean to preach, because | want to make sure that
| get into sone of the individuals here -- and
starting with the | eader, Andrea Stewart-Jones.
And the deputy's nane is Mke? Mke, who |'ve
known for a long, long tinme -- who have really
been head and shoul ders to nme, head and shoul ders
above any l|leader |'ve had in nmy 28 years. The
honesty, the work ethic, the intelligence.

And | | ook around, and then joi ned

by a group of wonderful, wonderful Senators. And
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it's Senators on both sides.

| 1 ook over at that person with his
head down now, | think he's from Staten Isl and.
And now he's | ooking up. Senator Lanza, | think
how special he is. Philosophically, we don't get
into those conversations. And that's
under standable. But | respect him and | believe
for the nost part he respects ne. And if he
didn't, he would tell me why. There would be a
great discussion on it, which would probably end
up with us not speaking for several years.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BRESLI N: And | | ook around
at ny staff. You know, | look at ny staff, the
first -- | think of Becki Rappazzo, who's been
with me 30 years. And we'll get to the reason
there's -- the two is vacant there.

But Evan Schnei der, who's al ways

with me -- and when ny | eader said | was a guru
on insurance, | went back to the office and said
to Evan, "You're the guru. [|'myour deputy."”

(Laughter.)
SENATOR BRESLI N: Because t hank
goodness Evan is there. And Evan's been with ne

over 15 years.
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And ny chief of staff has been with
me 23 years. And Amanda, Anmanda Vennard has been
with me | think 20 years.

And to give you an idea of the kind
of people you like, I met -- and | shouldn't
be -- she'll be in tonmorrow, or no, on Monday.
Becki was a young kid who cane to work in ny
office. She'd been there two weeks. | was
getting ready for a trial. | was picking a jury
wi thin an hour, was running around frantically.
And this young girl, 19 years old, | just went,
"Becki, Becki, will you get me a cup of coffee.”
And she turned, |ooked nme right in the eye, and
said "I don't drink coffee."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: Wi ch essentially
said "get your own."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And now, 30 years
|ater, she's still with me. | still respect her.
| still think that she's anong the people on ny
staff, Evan and Maureen Cetrino, who just have
made ny life so easy.

And | | ook around, and there's so

many. | know John was able, and Kevin too, to
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identify by nane |ots of people. | don't have
that skill, John. Schoolteachers have that
skill. You know, you don't funble with the

student in the back row. You know his nane.

But | | ook around and | see Ben,
who's done such a wonderful job. Ale, ny
goodness. Wen Ale was nanmed -- here's this
young kid who | had known for many years, who was
named as Secretary of the Senate, a very
important job. A very inportant job. And | --
and she has done it remarkably well.

| renmenber | had ankle fusion, in a
wheel chair, and | asked the Secretary of the
Senate, the other time, and |I said "Just for the
time I'"'min the wheelchair, 1'd |ike a parking
spot closer.” He said, "Well, there's nothing
left, I"'msorry."

So those -- as an Irishman, you
remenber. And | shouldn't say that. ['mgetting
into personal stuff that | should retain in here.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BRESLI N: Never let the
ot her team know what you' re thinking.

But I will never have a job |ike

this, ever. |'ve never had the opportunity to do
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sonmething increnmental. And you've heard ne tel
the story -- ny daughter, who's around here doi ng
sonme | obbying, who tries to be nmy conscience --
unsuccessfully, | hope. And she was in

Sierra Leone and Liberia for six years, three

years in a nud hut. And | said, "Wll, what do

you do?" And she said, "I try to do sonet hing,
as they say in Sierra Leone, small, small each
day."

And if you do sonmething small, snall

each day to nake the lives of others better, it
makes you sl eep better that night, it nakes you
want to get back to work the next day. So the
smal |, small beconmes bigger.

And you learn a lot from your
children. So when | was thinking of retiring, |
went to ny daughter, who's been around this
bui l ding | obbying with the -- and | said, you
know, "I'd Iike your opinion. Wat do you think
about me retiring?" And she | ooked at nme and
t hought about it for a mnute and said: "Dad,
you're six years too late.”

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And | then gave

her a hug and told her how sensitive and caring
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she was.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And she was
probably right.

But | eaving here and not being

responsible is something that's very difficult

for me to accept. Knowing that I'mstill going
to be in Albany -- and | hope the staffs aren't
fearful that they'll see me too often -- | don't

intend to be a stranger. There's very speci al
people in this building, very special people.
And | was wong to walk by it.

Are there sone bad people? There's
some. But there aren't many. And nost of the
peopl e you know, Republican or Denocrat, they're
here for the sanme reasons. They want to make the
lives of others better. And we can, and we --
it's always a little bit |like Tantal us reaching
for the grapes. They're always slightly out of
reach. But if you do sonmething snmall, snmall each
day, nmaybe the grapes get closer to us and we can
make that total, total difference.

That's a proper way, | think, to end
a small speech. [|f you want ny bi ography, we'll

be running of f copies now.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: That is, if
there's any paper |left over after the books we' ve
been receiving for the |l ast six years.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you, thank
you, thank you for everyt hing.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
think the guy from Staten Island is going to add
his comments on behal f of the other conference.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President, on the resolution.

Senator Breslin, you didn't notice
this, but before you rose, Leader Stewart-Cousins
and Senator G anaris and M. President, they were
all calling for ne to rise, and | was in the
process of doing that. And you rose. And as we
all know here, when Senator Breslin stands, you
sit.

And I"'mglad for all of us that |
did, because it's a privilege not only to know

you but to listen to you.
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You know, we sonetines go back hone
and we like to conplain to our famlies and our
friends and soneti mes even our constituents, and
we say, you know, this is such a terrible job,
it's a rough job. Wiy do | do this? Wy should
| do it?

Then you listen to Senator Thonas,
Senat or Manni on, Senator Stewart - Cousins,

Senat or Breslin, and you're rem nded that deep
down, we all know why we do this. And we all
appreci ate what an honor, privilege and bl essing
it is to serve here and to serve together.

It's a calling. It's a very high
calling. |[|'ve nmet sone of the greatest people |
know right here in this chanber. People out
there like to throw rocks and cast aspersions and
say with one brush all those politicians. |[|'ve
nmet some of the best people | knowin this
chanber .

And as far as that calling, | don't
know anyone who coul d have ever answered better
that calling than my dear brother
Senator Breslin. You know, sonetimes you try to
capture a person with words, even one word. And

| was thinking about that while | was sitting
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here. And for me, that one word with respect to
Senator Breslin is fidelity. Fidelity to the
truth, fidelity to justice, and fidelity to his
oath to serve the best interests of the people of
the State of New York

As Senator Scarcel |l a- Spant on knows,
|"ma proud graduate of Monsignor Farrel
Hi gh School. Qur notto is "Vir Fidelis":

Fai thful Man. Senator Breslin, you are a
faithful man.

They say the true mark of a person
is showmn by what they do when no one is | ooking.
|"'mnot sure nost of you or even any of you know
that Senator Breslin and | serve together on the
Legi sl ative Ethics Commi ssion. W' ve done so for
nore than 12 years. Each side of the aisle,
through its | eader -- Leader Stewart-Cousins; on
our side, Leader Ott -- get to nake one
appoi ntnment. Leader Stewart-Cousins is obviously
better at that than ny | eader is.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: She sent you,
Senat or Breslin.

Most of what we do -- nmany hours,

many days, nmany weeks over the nonths and over
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the years -- people are not there to witness. W
have the very weighty responsibility to ensure
and to enforce the Public Oficers Law and to
make sure that we as col |l eagues and every public
officer in the State of New York is in conpliance
with that |aw

There's a ot of partisanship in
politics, and in Al bany certainly. | have to
tell you that I wish, I wish all of you can see
what happens in those neetings on that
commi ssion. Because if you think you' re proud of
Senat or Breslin now, you'd be even nore proud to
know what he does there. Wen that door closes,
there is no Republican, there is no Denocrat,
there is only what is right and what is in the
best interests of every menber in this body and
every menber who serves the people of the State
of New York, around New York

And | can tell that is in large part
to the honor, the integrity and the decency that
Senator Breslin brings to that conm ssion.

And as nmuch as | am honored to serve
wi th you through these years in the Senate, and
as much as | wish Senator Ortt woul d sel ect

sonmeone el se to serve on the Legislative Ethics
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Conmi ssi on - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: It's not going to
happen.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: -- it's the things
that you think you don't want -- and | don't want

it --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR LANZA: -- that sometines
delivers the gifts that you never knew exi sted.

And it has been a gift for nme, and |
can tell you it's a blessing to all of you that
he is there.

You know, when we talk to -- and we
heard agai n from Senator Thomas and
Senat or Manni on, Senator Breslin, and you can --
you can tell by their words and by their feelings
and their enotions that they're happy to nove on.
And they're sad to nove on. And when you -- and
|"ve been here a long tine now, and |'ve got sone
wonder ful personal friends. You know, the world
outside, they want us to hate each other. And
every so often they get their pound of flesh,

sadl y.
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But what the people really deserve,
and the best that we can really give them is the
time that we find common ground and work
together. And that is what | know to be the very
fiber of ny friend Senator Breslin. The people
that have |left, when you see them you ask them
"Do you mss it?" And to a person they say "I
don't mss the place, but I mss the people.

m ss the people.”

And we're going to nmiss you
Senator Breslin. And we're going to m ss you,
Senat or Thonas. And we're going to m ss you
Senat or Manni on.

And | just want to end with this.
Above everything el se, Senator Breslin is a
teacher. Wenever we | eave the Legislative
Et hi cs Conmmi ssion, he always pulls ne aside and
teaches ne a | esson about what just happened over
t hose | ast grueling hours. And he says, "Listen,
we did good today. W've got to do good. People
are depending on us."

And even in his speech today, he was
teaching us. |If | were to approach
Senator Breslin -- and | will -- and say, Hey,

Senator Breslin, that was a little enbarrassing.
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Way did you single nme out and say a few sentences
about me, your friend across the aisle? He would
say: M Denocratic coll eagues know how nuch |

| ove them M | eader, ny deputy, ny coll eagues,

t hey know that we are, as we say on Staten

| sl and, sinpatico. But they need to hear ne give
them the nmessage that we all need to hear: W
need to work together.

And | know that's why he singled ne
out. And that's why I love him M. President,
we' re happy for these folks. W're sad to see
t hem go.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There's
no ot her answer.

The resolution is adopted.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Al'l of that was
very touching, M. President. [It's going to be
really awkward if we're back here in a couple of
weeks with everybody.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: This is usually
where we open resol utions for cosponsorship so
menbers can indicate to the desk if they don't
want to be listed. But |I know everybody does, so
just put everyone's nane on that resol ution,
pl ease, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Absol utely. Everyone's nane will go on the
resol ution.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And pl ease
recogni ze Senator Ott for renarks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ott for closing remarks.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you very much
M. President.

That's a tough -- tough to foll ow
Especially, you know, know ng, as Senator Lanza
said, the coments that were nade by ny
col | eagues, all of whom were here for different

| engths of time. Senator Breslin obviously for a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6377

very long time, or maybe a long tinme. And
obvi ously Senat or Manni on and Senat or Thonmas, was
it two, three -- four years. It goes by fast.

SENATOR MANNI ON: It did.

SENATOR ORTT: Ei ght years?

SENATOR THOVAS: Si x.

SENATCR ORTT: Six. Not as fast.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: So -- it only seened
i ke eight, Senator Thomas, right? So -- but |
wi sh themall well in whatever they go do.
They're all no doubt going to go have different
paths in front of them But that's sort of the
idea, right? W all -- we all cone from
different paths to this place, and then we | eave
and we go back.

But it's this place, it's this
service to our constituents that really does bind
us.

And if you think about all of the
debates and the different issues and the politics
and the different districts, there is -- there is
an arc, as you heard. W can nane it the -- |
guess the Lanza-Brisport arc. But there is an

arc that at some | evel binds even the npst

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6378

phi | osophi cally diverse nmenbers of this body, in
that we are all here to serve our districts and
totry to nake their lives better and to try to
make the lives of the people of New York better.

And we have different approaches to
that. |I'msure -- | know even within the
conferences there are different ideas on
sonmetimes how to do that. That's certainly true
over here, and | suspect it's true in the
Denocrati c Conference as well.

But | really want to just rise and
thank -- first of all, | want to thank ny nenbers
in the Republican Conference for allowing ne to
| ead you again this session. For representing
your districts and the people of New York and
representing the values of our conference and the
val ues of your districts and your constituents
every day on this floor and every day in this
bui | di ng.

And that makes ny job easier, and it
makes nmy job -- it makes ne nmuch nore proud to
| ead this conference here in Albany. So | want
to thank all of you

| certainly want to single out a

coupl e of people. Certainly Senator Lanza, who
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gave a great -- great speech. He had about three
mnutes to prepare. He sat down, and | said
"You're going to talk on this resolution.” And
he was |ike -- all kind of flustered. He goes,
"That's not really ny thing." You know? And I
said, "Yes, it is your thing." Like, what are
you tal king about? You talk. That's what you
do, right?

So -- and he was all flustered. And
t hen he got even nore flustered because
Senator Breslin just stood up when he was
supposed to tal k, and he was |ike |ooking at ne,
and | go, "You're going to talk after, don't
worry about it."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: Don't worry about
it. And it all worked out.

But | want to thank him You know,
being the floor |eader is tough on both sides for
a litany of reasons. You have to deal with the
| eaders. You have to deal with the nenbers.
You're stuck on the floor for hours at the end of
session, during the budget. Certainly this |ast
week, the last two weeks, a lot of bills. And I

know it's not easy.
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But | want to thank Senator Lanza
for his | eadership in our conference these | ast
several weeks, and for this entire session. So
t hank you, Senator Lanza.

To Senator O Mara, | know the
budget, you know, it was a -- well, it was
only -- it was a nonth late this year, roughly.
So it was only a little bit ago. And I want to
thank you. | think you've becone quite the dance
partner with Senator Krueger. And so |
appreciate all that goes on there. You know,
it's a $239 billion budget, and yet both of you
managed -- no one could know everythi ng about
that, yet they al nbst manage to nake ne think
that you both do know everythi ng about that
budget, which is really |I think a credit to both
Senat or O Mara and Senator Krueger

| do want to thank ny partner, ny
col | eague across the way, Majority Leader
Stewart - Cousins, for her -- for her partnership,
for her grace, and for her |eadership of her
conference and this chanber. So
Senat or Krueger -- or, sorry, Stewart-Cousins,
thank you. | wish you a nice sunmer. | hope to

not see you soon.
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(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: At | east here. And
I"'m-- if | see you out inreal life, that's
fine.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: But | hope to not
see you here, in spite of Senator G anaris's
om nous conment .

Speaki ng of om nous, Senator
G anaris, thank you for --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: -- thank you for
what -- what you do. And for putting up with
Senat or Lanza, if nothing else. But | really --
| knowit's -- | knowit's tough on both sides,
so | appreciate the | eadership and the work on
bot h si des.

To all the staffs, but certainly to
our staff, to ny staff, | think it was
Senat or Manni on who tal ked about the staff as the
unsung heroes. That's certainly true for all of
us. It is absolutely true when you're a
conference | eader. M/ parents were down here a
coupl e of weeks ago, maybe a nonth and a hal f

ago, they were down here and ny nom you know,
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she goes, "There's so many people that work in
the Capitol." And | said, "Yeah that's just the
Senate Majority staff.” You know what | nean?

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: So -- but -- but it
was a lot -- but it was -- she was bl owmn away at
t he nunber of people that make this place go.

And | never think of it, because
we're here all the time, and you forget, and |
think -- | don't knowif we forget, but sonetines
you take for granted all the peopl e whose nanes
are not going to be on a door, or whose nanes
will never be on a political sign or a ballot or
hopefully, for their -- you know, they never want
to be in the newspaper. But they are working
their butts off for our constituents and for the
peopl e of New York. And they may never neet
these folks. And yet they do it, and they do it
for all of us, they do it because they believe in
t he cause, they believe in what they're -- what
we are trying to do here for the state.

And so to all the staff, but
certainly our staff -- for putting up with ne,
for putting up with all of our nenbers, for

working to get bills across the finish |ine,
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wor ki ng on nenos and anal ysis and briefing bills
at mdnight or later, or very early after
briefing bills at mdnight. | just want to thank
the entire staff for everything you do.

"' m not going to bel abor policy or
all the political differences. It's late, it's
8 o'clock on a Friday. M nenbers have heard it
for six nonths. And ny coll eagues across the
ai sl e obviously don't want to hear it either, I'm
sure.

But | just -- I'Il just say a couple
of things. W do have different ideas of where
the state is and needs to go. There were sone
words that were nentioned throughout session.
Affordability. Affordability was | think
nmenti oned nunmerous times by people across both
sides of the aisle. But | would tell you that we
have very different ideas of what and how we
achieve affordability for the people of the
state. Because we did pass things here even
today that are not going to nake people's lives
nore affordable. They're going to nake people's
lives nore expensive. They're going to nake
New Yor kers, New York workers, worKking

famlies -- we're making their lives nore
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expensi ve.

However noble the incentive -- or
the origin of these bills, and | say that with
all due respect to ny coll eagues across the
aisle, who | believe sincerely advance these
bills to try to nake the environnment better, to
try to make public health better. And yet while
sonme of the hopes and aspirations of those bills
are dubi ous or maybe amnbi guous or are hopeful,
the reality is we're naking New Yorkers' grocery
bills, we're maki ng New Yorkers' energy costs,
we're naking the cost to live here nore
expensi ve.

And the result is people who are
stuck here are seeing nore of their noney go
el sewhere. And people who are not, are |eaving.
That's the reality. And we can't pretend that's
not a reality.

What ever our political ideas are, |
think one of the things we do in this chanber and
in the other chanber and in Washington, D.C., or
at | east what you're supposed to do in all of
t hose chanbers, is you' re supposed to bal ance
your phil osophy and your political ideals with

practical realities. That's -- that's where --
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that's where real politics and governance
actual |y happens, because there are no ideal
worl ds. And sonetinmes your political ideals and
hopes have to bal ance agai nst practi cal
realities. And the practical reality is New York
State is one of the higher cost -- if not highest
cost, least affordable state in the Union today.

And there's reasons for that. And
some of those reasons are things we do here. And
things that we did here today, this week, this
sessi on.

We know about the concern about
crime, retail theft, retail workers. W had a
bill dealing with retail worker safety. And
again, | have no doubt that the Majority and ny
col | eagues across the aisle absolutely care about
retail workers and the safety of those workers.
But we have very different ideas of how to
achi eve safety for those workers and what naybe
the root cause is as to why those workers may not
feel safe or may not be safe in New YorKk.

We recogni ze there is a safety
i ssue, because it was a bill called the Retai
Worker Safety Bill, and yet we di sagree on what

we're really trying to do and the best way to
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effectuate that.

| don't know that we did nuch for
actual -- to actually make retail establishnents’
workers safer. | don't think we did a lot to
make the people who shop in those establishnments
safer. And | certainly don't think we did
anyt hing to encourage those establishnments, the
brick and nortar establishnments, to stay here in
New York and enpl oy people here in New York and
of fer goods and services to people here in
New Yor k.

A lot's been nade about the m grant
crisis, a lot obviously during the budget. And I
want to highlight it only in the sense that it
mrrors to nme what happened this week with the
congestion pricing -- maybe fiasco is too strong
of a word, but sonething happened. And | think
we probably actually all could agree that
somet hi ng happened and nmaybe it was a fiasco as
to how it played out.

But the reality is so we have
sanctuary policies in New York, which sone people
wi |l defend and say those are good things. But
that led to and is directly responsible for

180, 000, 185,000 migrants comng to New York City
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and, as a result, putting a real strain on the
budget and the fiscal resources of the Cty of
New York. No snmall thing. Because whether you
live in the city or not, it's alnost half the
popul ati on of our great state. So whether you're
in Niagara County, the North Country, Long Island
or in Staten Island, what happens in New York and
New York's fiscal sustainability and viability
matter. It has to matter. And -- so when the
City of New York and the mayor of New York say
this could devastate us, this could, you know,
really weck the city's budget, we all have to

t ake noti ce.

And as a result, we put $2.4 billion
towards a crisis, but a crisis that stenmed from
governmental policies. | would argue failed
ones, but governnental policies both at the state
and at the city level. W didn't do anything to
address that root cause.

The reason | bring that up really is
to tal k about congestion pricing, because
Republ i cans in our conference, in this Mnority
Conf erence, tal ked and warned of the dangers and
the costs and the inpact on working people with

congestion pricing. That it was a tax, that it
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woul d be a problem That it would absolutely
hurt the affordability argunent. That only
peopl e who are very rich would be able to pay
t hat congestion price, or we would have -- you
coul d take the subway and maybe deal with the
ri sks associated with taking the New York subway.

And so we tal ked about this, and |
tal ked about it. And Senators from Long I sl and
tal ked about it. And Senator Lanza tal ked about
it. And Senators fromthe Hudson Valley talked
about it. And all of those itens remain true
today. And yet we passed the bill, it was set to
go into | aw

And yet here we are on the eve,
obvi ously, six nmonths or so away froma sem na
event here in New York and the country, which of
course is election year. And suddenly the
congestion pricing was paused. Sonebody, | think
t he Governor, hit the panic button, and now --
now there's no congestion pricing. But you know
what there is? There's a, | don't know,
500 hundred mllion, a billion-dollar hole in the
MI'A budget created by the flawed policy of
congestion pricing. And then also, | guess you

coul d argue, created by a |l ack of |eadership and
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a failure of governance.

"Il say that. And | want to --
I'I'l end with this, M. President, which is that
New Yor kers see these policies for what they are.
Driving them-- driving costs up, taking nore
nmoney fromthem Very rarely do they see the
benefits, very rarely if ever. But they also --
they' re | ooking for conpetent | eadership.
They' re | ooking for practical | eadership,
commonsense | eadership that puts working
famlies -- when we say affordability, | think
sonetimes people think that's a buzzword.

| can tell you for nobst people, and
|'"d be willing to bet nost people that we
represent, that's a very real thing. Five
hundred dollars nore a year on your grocery bil
is areal thing. Sone of us are fortunate in
this roomthat it's not a real thing. It's an
annoyance. |It's a statistic. But for many of
our constituents, that's a real thing. That's a
real problem That's a real -- that's sonething
el se they will not be able to get for their
famlies, if they can do the $500 at all.

| think of the person who tal ks

about the stock nmarket as proof that the econony
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is doing well. Many of my constituents, that's
not the way it works. And it's not the way it
works for a lot of New Yorkers. That is not the
metric for them

| realize there's people in this
room who represent wealthier areas, and so they
can tal k about innovation and they can tal k about
investnment in the future, and that's good. And
it is good. But for a lot of New Yorkers who are
struggling and who are hangi ng on and don't know
what tonmorrow is going to bring, they don't want
to hear about innovation or 12 years from now.
They want soneone to |ead and tell them how
they're going to get to tonorrow.

That's the obligation of the people
inthis room That's the obligation I know we
all take very seriously. But we have very
different ideas, and | do think it is inportant
t hat New Yorkers of all stripes -- because nost
New Yorkers are not as married, maybe, to their
political party or affiliation as we all are, by
extension of us being here. Mst New Yorkers are
| ooking for a viable -- they want to hear
alternatives

Whet her you're a Denocrat or a
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Republ i can, you deserve to hear alternatives

to -- there's nore than one way to get to where
we're trying to go. And | believe New Yorkers
need alternatives on a nunber of issues. And I
was very proud that our conference outlined nany
of those alternatives during this |ast six

nont hs.

And so again, to ny nenbers, | want
to say thank you. To ny coll eagues across the
aisle | want to say thank you. Because | do
appreci ate the debates. Yes, | do watch them
And as nmuch for our menbers as | do the other
menbers. But | do watch them and |I'm al ways
i npressed by the substance of these debates. And
it's aremnder, and it should be a rem nder to
peopl e who watch at hone that the el ected people
you send here, however you may feel about them
do their take their job seriously, do take the
awesone responsibility -- | mean, you're el ected
by hundreds of thousands of people, many of whom
you' |l never neet. What an awesone
responsi bility.

No wonder Senator Breslin feels so
in awe, or Senator Mannion and Senator Thomas

feel so noved as they | eave here. Because what a
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uni que thing that we get sent here by people who
we may never talk to, never know, but they're
sending us here to nake their life better. And
they think we can do it. Pretty -- pretty
awesone.

So | wish everyone a great sunmer,
M. President. | hope to see everyone -- | hope
to see everyone once nore before the end of the
year, and maybe some new faces next year. That's
just nme. But | hope everybody has a great
sumer, has a great fall, and | w sh everyone
good | uck cone Novenber.

M. President, thank you very much
for your indul gence.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ott.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
pl ease recogni ze the greatest Majority Leader in
New York State Senate history, Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The GOAT,

Majority Leader Andrea Stewart- Cousins.
(Appl ause.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | feel
like -- | feel like that |ast speaker, you know,
before dinner or -- you know, | know what tine it

is. And | was not going to read ny speech, |
was -- it's in between, but you nentioned
affordability. | happen to have it in here.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So you
asked for it, you got it.
But -- and | really apol ogi ze, but |
told you to "trust the shaded boxes." And people

under stand now, when they hear TTSB, that is "we
are leaving." And that's good, because | like to
set a tone and give people a sense of there is a
begi nning, a mddle, and an end.

| did say that we woul d col or
outside of the boxes. As | spoke to Senator Ott
earlier, | wanted to do -- | knew we could do Fri
{gesturing}. | didn't think we'd be doing Friday
{gesturing}, but here we are. And, you know,
it's good to be at the point where we are doing
what we're doing. W' re saying goodbye to
wonder ful good friends, w shing each and every

one of us Godspeed, knowi ng, yes, Senator Ott,

there will be new faces because |'m | osing three.
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So you will have new faces. And you all, you
know, are staying the course.

So | am you know, happy that we get
to be able to, again, say thank you to one
anot her, thank you to ny col |l eagues across the
ai sle. Thank you, Senator Ott, for your
partnership as | eader. oviously, to Senator
Lanza, who | always say we were cl assnates, we
came in together. And we have been able to
mai ntain a great friendship. And | thank you for
the work you do here on the floor, along with ny
own fearless and best deputy that anybody coul d
ever have anywhere, Senator M ke G anari s.
t hank you so much, Senator.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: I
obvi ously want to thank my conference. You know,
| think that, you know, we -- | spent a |lot of
ti me sayi ng goodbye to everyone in conference so
that we woul dn't spend too much tinme saying
goodbye agai n.

But | really thank you for, you
know, just, you know, being who you are, with
your values and with your integrity and with your

intelligence and your spirited debates and your
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passi on about public service and how to do this.
And, you know, it's just -- it's just an honor
really of nmy lifetime to be able to |ead a
conference of such incredible people. So thank
you very, very nuch for how you do what you do.

| want to also thank, as | said,
staff. W have incredible staff, both sides of
the aisle. The hardest-working people ever. You
know, for a lot of us, we don't get a chance to
tell you how much you nmean to us. But, | nean,
nights like this, after long, long, |long, |ong
hours, you know, allows us at |least to say again
collectively to you all here, and to all the
"yous" that are unseen but nonethel ess integral
to what we do here, thank you. Thank you, thank

you, thank you. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | want to
poi nt out, you know, some -- sone of, you know,

certainly ny staff and shout out, you know, ny
| eadership team And | want to start with a
gentl eman who wi shes this were his |ast

session -- well, last, yes, session. But, you
know, who knows. We could be back. But that's

nmy Counsel Eric Katz, many of you know Eric is
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| eaving after 12 years. But really want to thank
you, Eric, for everything.

(Sust ai ned appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | al so
want to recogni ze, you know, the -- both of them
share half of the world. There's the |legislative
half, this side, and then there's the budget
part. So David Friedfel. Were is David? Thank
you so much

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | know he
had to go watch his child in WIlly Wnka, but |
do want to shout out to M chael Mirphy and his
team M ke Murphy, you know, ny coms director.

And ny director of intergovernnenta

and external affairs, Leah Goldman. |Is Leah in
t he roonf®
(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | want
to -- we all see Alejandra, who runs this chanber

beautiful, Al ejandra Paulino, and all of our
staff there on the dais. Thank you, Al e, for
maki ng t hat --

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And |
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want to thank the -- Big Ben and the sergeants.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | al so
want to thank ny personal staff. | was saying to
them | can't believe I"mnot going to see you
guys. But ny staff, who's over there headed up
by our director of operations, Jonathan
Al var enga.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: |, you
know, also want to nmention I'mglad that so much
time was spent tal king about the nmessengers and,
you know, all the people who make it all happen.
And | think that recognition of them you know,
is sonething that we absolutely have to do -- not
just collectively for a party, but, you know,
when we see them | got ny card fromBilly
telling nme to have a great summer, our artist.

And it's just, you know, incredible
to be in a place where so many bi g things happen,
but yet, as Senator Breslin said, the small,
small is really what nmakes it work

| also want to thank my presiding
of ficers. Thank you, Senator Bailey and

Senat or Persaud --
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(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: And
Senat or Cooney, as well as Senator Persaud. And
Senat or Shel |l ey Mayer.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: I
remenber those days when | used to be there and
we were -- and, you know, | don't think a |ot of
peopl e renenber the days when we had duel i ng
Senates. W had -- | know he renenbers. | won't
bring you back there.

But one day when you have not hi ng
much to do, you can think about how far we've
come. And |I'mcertainly happy that we have cone
this far and have so nuch to -- really to
cel ebrate.

| also want to thank ny partners,
Speaker Harris in the Assenbly, as well as
Governor Hochul. 1 think together we work every
day to try and, yes, nmake New York a better
pl ace, just as each and every one of you do.

As | mentioned when we w apped up
t he budget, nothing is ever normal or sinple in
Al bany. And (to Senator Breslin) when you were
"I''man Al bani an,

sayi ng “1I'mlike, | thought he
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was lrish. But --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But when
he said Al banian in that way, | wll always
remenber it now, always think of it.

But this 2024, between the solar
ecl i pses and eart hquakes and, you know, cyber
war fare waged on our bill drafting conm ssion --
2024 was just not a -- you know, it's just -- it
was i ncredi bl e.

But 1'"'mgoing to start with a sinple
rem nder beside all that, to those who are
| i stening, about what the things that we do here
nean.

The 63 of us are el ected by our
comunities to represent the people's interests
in the State Senate. From January to June each
year, each of us has a responsibility to conme to
Al bany, decide what's right and what's w ong,
determ ne how our decisions will inpact our
constituents in the state.

The task is often daunting. The
victories are fleeting, and the chall enges
endure. But in nonents |ike these, and back in

our districts, we also bear the responsibility of
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def endi ng our deci sions.

Fortunately for me, over the past
nmont hs together |'m proud of the rights we've
chanpi oned and the wongs we' ve addressed. This
rings especially true in a year where the future
of our nation and denocracy as a whole is on the
l'ine.

And that's why, as we've done at the
start of each session since taking the Majority,
we opened this watershed year by passing voting
reforns to strengthen New York State's denocracy.
Wth this fundanental right strengthened and our
dedi cation to the voters who sent us here
reaf firnmed, we set out to once again address the
nost urgent issues at hand. And that started
wi t h housi ng.

Earlier this year our Conptroller
i ssued a sobering report showi ng that one in five
New Yor kers spend over half of their income on
housing. W were painfully overdue for a housing
deal. It struck a chord between true tenant
protections, pronoting new construction,
addressing the statewi de affordability crisis.
And we got it done, with the strongest tenant

protections in years, funding for homeowner
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protections and to start new housi ng
opportunities for the future programto generate
new st ocks of housing throughout the state.

In a related affordability win, we
t ook ai monce again at astronom cal rate
i ncreases and unfair business practices |everaged
by sone large utility compani es on ratepayers.
This year, supported by the Senate |Investigations
Commttee study into utility price surges, we
took inportant steps to lower utility rates and
to hold these conpani es accountable. This
i ncl udes passing the New York State HEAT Act for
a second year in a row, which will help | ower and
cap utility rates while helping to reach our
climte goals.

W included the nation-I|eading
NYSERDA EnPower programin our state budget to
hel p people convert to electric and ensure they
do not pay nore than six percent of their incomne
on their utility bills.

And we agai n passed the NYCHA
Utility Accountability Act to provide a rent
reduction for residents who experience a
di sruption in their utilities.

We noved to prohibit unfair billing
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practices, inprove utility paynment plans, and
chanpi on rei nbursenent for intervenors who hel p
to advocate for ratepayers.

Addressing the affordability crisis
al so neant taking on everyday expenses that have
been boiling over. W passed legislation to
| oner prescription costs by elimnating
cost-sharing for insulin and establishing a
whol esal e drug inportation program And we took
a stand agai nst nickel -and-di m ng on key
pur chases through neasures |i ke the New York Junk
Fee Protection Act to protection people and their
paychecks.

However, affordability alone is not
enough. Peopl e and society need real prospects
of growth, opportunity, and well-being to thrive.
That's why we went back to the fundanentals. W
restored education cuts while expandi ng
hi gher | earning opportunities, knowi ng that a
good education is the basis for a bright future,
with an eye towards career pipelines in
bur geoni ng i ndustri es.

As the birthplace of the |abor
novenment, we've also built on our |egacy of

protecting workers by inproving workpl ace safety
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and reform ng our pension systemto support
dedi cated public workers. Additionally, in these
final days of session, we successfully increased
tenporary disability insurance benefits that have
been stagnant for decades. Wth these
strengt hened benefits, workers will be better
supported when they need to take tinme off.
We know t hat our best enpl oyers and
econonmi c drivers are our conmunity snall
busi nesses. This is a constant priority of ours,
as we've continued to invest in our current and
potential small businesses, including this year's
financial commtnment to help our storefronts
conbat retail theft and keep their enpl oyees
saf e.
W al so advanced new policies to
hel p smal | busi nesses, including nmaking the
Di vi sion of Small Business work with these
busi nesses to take corrective neasures for
i mprovenent, rather than swiftly enforcing fines
t hat coul d devastate their bottom i ne.
Additionally, to help support the
over 30,000 farms in New York State, a huge part
of our econony, we passed policies that include

establishing carbon farm ng tax credits and
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setting greater procurenent goals for New York
State farm products purchased by state agenci es.

For the parents in the room sone of
us enpty nesters and others who are stil
wondering when they will sleep again -- | know
there are many -- we all understand how difficult
it is to wrk or to run a business and raise
kids, let alone figuring out how to pay for
everything. That's why we ensured that we put
nmoney directly back into parents' pockets with
the child tax credit in this year's budget, while
continuing to clinb the | adder towards the goal
of true universal childcare in this state.

One of the many things that make ne
proud to |l ead this Senate Majority is the
overwhel m ng belief that we have in the power of
community. This year that neant allocating the
first increase to municipal funding in over a
decade, and passing a conprehensi ve package to
save | ocal energency nedical services across
New York. By increasing volunteer firefighter
and anbul ance worker tax credits, declaring
general anbul ance services as an essenti al
service, and investing in their resources, we're

hel pi ng ensure that we can keep and they can keep
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saving |ives.

The heal th of our conmunities and
state is also only as good as the health of those
withinit. That's why you often hear this
Majority echo the words "access to healthcare is
a human right."

W' ve been witnessing every
comunity, big or small, rural, urban, suburban,
grapple with a growing nental health crisis. CQur
budget this year made key investnments in nental
health care and inperative attenpts to keep our
hospital s open and beds available to those in
need.

Recogni zi ng the |ink between nental
heal th and gun viol ence, we passed a bill that
al |l ows peopl e who believe they are at risk to
t hensel ves or others the ability to voluntarily
wai ve their right to purchase a gun. And we took
the | ong overdue step of prohibiting the open
carry of long guns, harnonizing this commonsense
standard wi th handgun | aws.

However, we know t hat addressing the
mental health crisis nmust evolve to properly
address the new realities of our ever-changing

society. This is why we did not |eave this

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6406

session here in Al bany w thout taking action to
protect our children's nmental health fromthe
potential negative inpacts of social nedia,
making us the first in the nation to regul ate
social nmedia algorithns to protect Kkids.

But as we invest in the |ongevity of
our communities, one thing that we do know is
certain, is that climate change is real and its
impacts will only becone nore destructive. This
drives our relentless dedication to fighting its
i npacts to ensure New York State has a | ong and
prosperous future.

This year we made significant
strides by passing the Packagi ng Reduction and
Recycling Infrastructure Act, which will greatly
i mprove New York's environment by reduci ng waste,
i ncreasi ng recycling prograns, and m nim zi ng
toxins. W also successfully advocated for
needed funding for the Environnmental Protection
Fund and clean water infrastructure, while
passi ng several other inportant environmental
bills that conmbat climte change and protect our
preci ous natural resources.

Qur dedication to a sustainable

future is a testanent to our responsibility to
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protect the environnment for future generations.
Wiile | wish -- and | know you
wish -- that | could continue to highlight every
single inportant thing we did, I know that those
here and at hone who wi sh we could have -- there
are still those here and at honme who wi sh we
coul d have done nore or wi sh we could have done
things differently during this tinme frane.
However, just like the sun will cone
up tonorrow, these seats will fill again in
January. And the tinme that we spend in our
di stricts unwi ndi ng, canpai gni ng, hangi ng out
with our famlies, friends, those that care about

us, is just as inportant to the work that we do

her e.

So again, in closing, | really want
to thank everyone. |It's been, again, an amazing
session. | w sh everyone a wonderful, happy,

healthy time off. Do take the time off. Go out,
Wi n your races, and we will live to, yes, fight
anot her day for the people of New York State.

Thank you very, very nuch

Thank you, M. President.

(Sust ai ned standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank you
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to the undi sputed greatest Majority Leader of al
tinme.

And to the undi sputed greatest
Deputy Majority Leader of all tineg,

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until the call of the
Tenporary President, with intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until the
call of the Tenporary President, with the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative.

Daddy' s com ng hone!

(Laughter.)

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

8:31 p.m)
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