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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Past or
Gregory Robeson Smith, of Munt Hope AVE Zion
Church in Wite Plains, New York, will deliver
today's invocati on.

Past or .

PASTOR SM TH: O God, our help in
ages past, our hope for years to conme. Qur
shelter fromthe storny blast, and our eternal
hone.

O Lord God, grant the hearts and
m nds of all of our |eaders, men and wonen, that
they may be filled with the | ove of Your |aws and
that which is righteousness and |ife-giving, that
they may be worthy stewards of Your good and
perfect gifts.

God, our Lord, we pray that those
who govern this state in righteousness and whose

judgnments are true and righteous together, grant,
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we beseech You, that those who rule over us and
who | egislate for us may be of one mnd to
establish justice and pronote the wel fare of al
of our peopl e.

Endow all our nmenbers of this Senate
chanber with the right understandi ng, pure
pur poses, and sound speech. Enable themto rise
above all self-seeking and party zeal to the
nobl er concerns of public good and human brot her-
and si st erhood.

Cl eanse their public lives of every
evil. Subdue their communities of all that is
harnful, and make them di sciplined and devot ed
men and wonen.

And finally, Lord, let there be
peace on earth, and let it begin with us. Let
t here be peace on earth, the peace that was neant
to be. "Wth God as our Creator, famly all are
we. Let us walk with each other in perfect
har nony. "

And from St. Francis of Assisi:

Lord, make us an instrunent of
Your peace. Wiere there is hatred, let us sow
| ove; where there is injury, pardon. \Were there

is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
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where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, | oy.

O Divine Master, grant that we nmay
not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to
be understood as to understand, to be |oved, as
to | ove.

For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it
is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen. Amen. And Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
May 20, 2024, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, My 19,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Webb noves

to discharge, fromthe Comm ttee on Corporations,
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Aut horities and Comm ssions, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 9345 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8642, Third Readi ng Cal endar 958.

Senat or Krueger noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Consuner Protection,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 4938D and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 154F, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1071.

Senat or Chu noves to discharge, from
the Committee on Consumer Protection,

Assenbly Bill Number 8102A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7760A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1080.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Consuner Protection,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9338 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8743, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1083.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Investigations and
Government QOperations, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6811C
and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill 6809B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1117.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,

fromthe Commttee on Investigations and
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Government QOperations, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9337

and substitute it for the identical Senate

Bill 8742, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1123.

Senat or bher acker noves to

di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Codes,

Assenbly Bill

the identica

Number 6738A and substitute it for
Senate Bill 6798A, Third Readi ng

Cal endar 1159.

order ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So

Messages from the Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from

state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.
Senator GG anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good aft ernoon,

M. President.

bills, recal

at the desk

Secretary wil

| wish to call up the follow ng

ed fromthe Assenbly, which are now
Senate Print Nunmbers 509A and 6328.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

| read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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300, Senate Print 509A, by Senator Thonmas, an act
to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New Yor k.

Cal endar Nunber 530, Senate
Print 6328, by Senator Ranpbs, an act to amend
t he Labor Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bills
are restored to their place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | also offer
anmendnents to the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills:

By Senator Breslin, page 43,
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Cal endar 883, Senate Print 7748A;

Senat or Sanders, page 47,
Cal endar 938, Senate Print 1295;

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on, page 52,
Cal endar 1007, Senate Print 4032;

Senat or Jackson, page 66,

Cal endar 1147, Senate Print 2057;

And Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal, page 29,
Cal endar 638, Senate Print 3185.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's begin by
taki ng up previously adopted Resolution 1734, by
Senator Chu, read its title and recogni ze
Senat or Chu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1734, by
Senat or Chu, nenorializing Governor Kathy Hochul
to proclaimMy 2024 as Asian American
Pacific Islander Heritage Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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Chu on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHU: Wel |, thank you,
M. President, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution.

| rise today in celebration of the
vi brant tapestry of cultures, traditions and
contributions of our AAPI comrunity. W stand in
the heart of AAPI Heritage Month and refl ect on
our offerings to the diverse array of |anguages,
cui sines, arts, and custons in our state that can
be seen in every aspect of our lives. CQur
heritage is woven into the very essence of
Anmeri can society, and our influences inpacting
our respective communities are inmense --
spanni ng econonmi c, cultural and political real ns.

However, even as we cel ebrate our
achi evenents, we nust acknow edge the chal |l enges
still faced by the AAPI community. The conti nued
exi stence of anti-Asian sentinment and hate crines
is a stain on our collective conscience. W nust
continue to work to ensure that every individual,
regardl ess of race or ethnicity, feels safe,
val ued and enpower ed.

Toget her, we can build a future

where every individual, regardl ess of background
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or heritage, can thrive and flourish.

Today | amjoined by nore than
100 constituents fromny district to cel ebrate
our AAPI Heritage Month. | would like to wel cone
Honecrest Community Services, United Chinese
Associ ati on of Brooklyn, Chinese-Anerican
Pl anni ng Council, Enmpowernment of American Asians,
Brookl yn Asian Civilian Observation Patrol,
Mahal | a USA, APNA Conmunity Center, Fujian United
Seni ors, New York Chinese Association
Al'l American Chinese Association, and the
Guangdong Associ ati on.

" mso proud they can be here today
to represent the diverse portion of AAPI
New Yor kers.

Now | would like to use a few
seconds to wel cone our guests in Chinese {in
Mandar i n}.

M. President, thank you for the
noment for nme to wel cone our guests.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chu.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President. And thank you, Senator Chu.

And we are that nuch better for
havi ng Senator Chu in our chanber as part of the
diversity. But she was elected to represent the
state, and she brings a great understanding. W
just heard the -- | guess that was Mandarin. So
we are very proud of Senator Chu.

On the resolution, M. President.

| am so proud to represent so many
people fromthe AAPI comrunity, both in ny
current district and in my past district.

We are | osing population in New York
State, and they are being -- you are com ng here
and just enriching our lives with your presence,
with your culture, with your industry.
Everyt hi ng about the Asian-Anerican comunity, |
think, brings us so nmuch nore enrichnment that we
are proud to have you, whether it be in
Queens County, where sonething Iike 135
| anguages are spoken.

Starting in the early 1800s | know
t he Chi nese community came and were instrumnenta

in building our transcontinental railroad, with
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Korean Americans comng and so forth, and the
South Asian community. And we are represented in
the Legislature, as well we should be.

So again, | welcome you to Al bany.
We hope you had a productive neeting with our

col | eagues. And again, M. President, welcone.

Thank you.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.

We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on January 30t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we' ve been joined by some distinguished |ocal
officials in the chanber today.

Senator Martinez would like us to
recogni ze Suffol k County Sheriff Erro
Toul on Jr., who's joining us, and
Undersheriff John Becker.

And Senator Weber would like us to
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recogni ze Rockl and County Legislator Dr. Aney
Paul .
Pl ease wel cone themto the chanber.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: To our
guests who are joining us in the chanber today, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend

to you the privileges and courtesies of this

house.
Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
(Standi ng ovation.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the exception
of Resolutions 2471, 2472, and 2529.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolutions 2471, 2472 and
2529, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to Resol ution 2529, by Senator Chu, read its
title, and recogni ze Senat or Chu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2529, by
Senat or Chu, nourning the death of Don B. Lee,

di stingui shed citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chu on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,

M. President, for letting me come up again to
express ny heavy heart as AAPI comunities across
the state mourn the | oss of a fearless, dedicated
advocate from our comunity, M. Don Lee.

Don was a passi onate comunity
| eader who served as the board chair at
Honecrest Comunity Services for over 20 years,
and a dear personal friend of mne. Don was not
just a chanpion of justice, but a fearless
believer in the betternent of AAPI New Yorkers.
Hi s unwavering dedication to the welfare of our

community and his profound conpassion for those
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in need sets an exanple for us all to follow

In coormenorating his life and
acconpl i shnments through this resolution, we
reaf firmour comm tnment to uphol ding the val ues
and principles for which he so passionately
fought -- values such as dignity for the
mar gi nal i zed and di sadvant aged, defending the
voi cel ess, and serving to expand representation
for those in not only his community, but across
both the state and nati on.

| take this opportunity to reflect
on the profound inpact of his loss. Hi s passing
has left a void in our hearts and in our
comunity, a void that can never be fully filled.

We find confort in know ng that
while the pain is nmonentary, his inmpact on
countl ess lives endures.

In the chanber with us today is
Honecrest Community Services Executive Director
Ms. Wai Yee Chan, who has been working al ongsi de
with Don for the last 30 years during his
prolific career. And she has joined us on behalf
of his famly, who is still in nmourning, as well
as additional menbers from Honecrest.

Don was a renmarkable friend and
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mentor for those who knew him and he will be
deeply m ssed by so many of us within the AAPI
comunity.

Wth this, M. President, please |et
us honor and celebrate the life of Don Lee and
continue to carry forward his | egacy of a nore
just but inclusive society for the AAPI
comunity.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chu.

Senat or CGounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise to nourn the [oss of
Don Lee, and | want to thank Senator Chu for
bri ngi ng honor to his nenory.

Don was soneone who | think enbodies
and enbodi ed all of the things that Senator Chu
spoke about in her previous resol ution about
celebrating the AAPI conmmunity. All the val ues
and acconplishnents that she spoke about, all the
reasons why these groups and individuals are here
t oday, Don personified the very best of that.

And he was soneone who left his nmark
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not just on Southern Brooklyn, where | got to
know hi monce | got elected, but across the city
and across the state -- soneone whose own life
story, comng here as an immgrant and having to
support hinself when he was just 18 years ol d,
and becom ng successful and never forgetting
where he cane fromor the conmunity that he cane
fromas well, and dedicating his life to the
service of others and the uplifting of others.

Don's loss is a loss for all of us.
And he is sonmeone who will be deeply mi ssed not
just by his bel oved Honecrest Community Services,
not just by the people who knew him but everyone
that was touched by his work, whether they knew
it or not, they were made better because Don Lee
was part of our lives.

And so as we say in ny tradition,
may his nmenmory be eternal. And we nmourn the | oss
of Don Lee.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

Senator Liu on the resol ution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

M. President.
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| am very thankful that Senator Chu
has brought forth the resolution in nmenory of our
dear friend Don Lee.

Don has been a community activi st
for along, long tine, for decades. And in fact
he was one of the first, and one of the first in
Brookl yn, particularly South Brooklyn. W know
sout h Brooklyn as the vibrant Asian conmunity
that it is today. Don was there, and being
active, a long tinme before nost of the community
was even built up.

One of the things that he started,
whi ch you' ve al ready heard about, was Honecrest
Community Services. | renenber when Homecr est
just began in a church basenent, a small little
group. And they grew as the community grew, and
t hey got bigger and bigger, to the point today
where Honmecrest is one of the |eading
Asi an- Arreri can servi ce organi zations -- having a
base in Brooklyn, but draw ng people from al
over the city. And that's a lasting legacy to
our friend Don Lee.

But Don wasn't just about Homecrest.
He was about a lot of things. He was about

enpowernent. He's run for City Council. He
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has -- he in fact, when | first got to the

City Council a long, long tinme ago, he was one of
the first people who hel ped ne pass the first
bill recognizing the Asian Lunar Year. Wich we
formali zed as a school holiday statew de | ast
year, but in 2002 we recognized it as a very
special holiday, in that you didn't have to nove
your car in New York City fromone side of the
street to the other. And that was very

nmeani ngful for New York City residents.

So Don | eft us rather suddenly and
unexpectedly, and we are still crushed to this
day that he's gone. | nean, it's still hard to
i mgi ne that Don's gone.

But Don has been a true | eader and
advocate for the community. He's been a friend
to me. And yeah, he's sonetinmes a pain in the --
in the neck. But, you know, his legacy will be a
| asti ng one.

And, M. President, | say goodbye to
nmy friend, to our friend Don Lee.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Liu.

To our guests representing M. Don
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Lee and Homecrest, we wel come you on behal f of
the Senate. W extend to you the privil eges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to previously adopted Resol ution 2250, by
Senator Cordell Cleare, read its title and
recogni ze Senator C eare.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2250, by

Senat or Cl eare, celebrating the 126th Anni versary

of the birth of Paul Robeson.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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Cl eare on the resol ution.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to speak about one of
the nost inportant figures of the
Har | em Renai ssance and, in all honesty, a nman of
such wi de-ranging tal ents, acconplishnments and
out cones that he nust be considered the
gui ntessential and definitive Renai ssance nan:
Paul Robeson.

W were bl essed to have our
i nvocation today by the grandnephew of
Paul Robeson, Dr. G egory Robeson Smith, forner
pastor of Mdther AVE Zion Church in Harlem --
whi ch was founded in 1796 and is the ol dest
African-American church in New York State -- and
today is the senior pastor of Munt Hope AME
Zion Church in Senator Mayer's district. | amso
grateful that he shared such words of hope on
this special occasion for his famly and for our
st at e.

I n 1915, Paul Robeson started his
col |l ege career at Rutgers as the one and only
Bl ack student enrolled in the entire college at

that time. During that tine, he was tw ce naned
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an All-Anerican for his athletic acconplishnents
on the football field and graduated as
val edi ctorian of his class.

As a Harlemresident, he attended
and graduated from Col unbi a Law School at the
same tinme he played in the NFL.

H s talent as a vocalist, stage
performer and nusical artist blossoned in the
1920s, and Paul Robeson becanme a fixture and key
figure in the Harl em Renai ssance. He starred in
mul tiple novies in the 1920s, was an essenti al

figure on stage as an actor and vocalist, and

exposed the world to Negro spirituals, eventually

going on to record 66 al bums and 195 singles in
his lifetine.

Paul Robeson traveled the world and
was profoundly affected by the raci smthat
greeted himand so many ot her people at honme and
abroad. As he said: "The artist nust take
sides. He must elect to fight for freedom or
slavery. | have made ny choice. | had no
alternative."

He becane a human rights activi st
all over the world, and there was virtually no

country or continent that he did not visit to
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speak out powerfully on the side of right.

Li ke so many others, he was puni shed
by those in political power for exercising his
First Anendnent rights and advocating for
wor kers' rights, union rights, equal rights, and
civil rights.

Those years in his |ife can best be
surmed up by his quote: "The answer to injustice
is not to silence the critic, but to end the
i njustice."

Today we still have a great deal of
work to do to preserve and pronote the | egacy of
this true Anerican icon, Paul Robeson. This
resolution is one small step on a path that |
hope many of us will wal k together to ensure that
Paul Robeson is renenbered as one of our greatest
crusaders for human rights.

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on May 7th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we're going to sinultaneously take up
Resol utions 2471 and 2472, both by Senator Mayer.
Pl ease read the title of those resolutions and
recogni ze Senator Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2471, by
Senat or Mayer, honoring Koji Sato in recognition
of his work to achieve recognition of
Fred Korematsu's life and work, and for his work
to pronote know edge of Japanese and
Japanese- Anerican history and cul ture.

Resol ution 2472, by Senator Mayer,
honori ng Takeshi and Carolyn Furunoto in
recognition of their acconplishnents and their
critical work to achieve recognition of
Fred Korematsu's |ife and work to protect
civil liberties.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer on the resol utions.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
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M. President.

And it truly is nmy honor to speak on
both of these resol utions, which honor three
out st andi ng i ndi vi dual s who have brought to our
attention the issue that we are going to actually
enact today, a bill to conmenorate the |eadership
and the courage of Fred Korematsu, a |leader in
the community that rejected the requirenent that
Japanese- Anericans be interned. And |I'll speak
on that when we get to the bill.

But these three individuals --

Koji Sato, Tak and Carolyn Furunoto -- have been
| eaders in the effort across the country to
ensure that the | egacy and the true story of

Fred Korematsu is part of every state's history.
And today we are going to enact a bill to do just
t hat .

Let ne speak briefly on Koji Sato,
currently president of the Japanese American
Associ ati on of New York, council |eader of the
U.S. Japan Council, cochair of Westchester
Asi an- Arreri can Advi sory Board, and on the Board
of Governors of the Japanese- Anerican Nati onal
Museum in Los Angel es, the senior vice president

and general counsel of Oient Corporation of
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Aneri ca.

Koji Sato has been a |l eader in the
effort to ensure that the story of Fred Korematsu
becones part of the history of America that is
taught and told. And |I"'mso grateful that he is
here with us today.

The other two individuals are just
extraordi nary people, Tak Furunpoto was born in
the Tul e Lake War Segregation Canp in 1944. He
t hen volunteered for the U S. Arny during the
Vi et nam War and was awarded the Bronze Star Meda
in 1971. He is the founder and honorary chairnman
of the New York Hiroshinma-Kai, which creates a
bond between the people of Hi roshim and the
Northern United States and is a |ife nenber of
t he Japanese- Aneri can Veterans Associ ati on.

Together with his wife, who is here,
Carol yn Nam e Furunoto, who was born to parents
who were interned at Tul e Lake War Segregation
Canp, the two Furunotos -- this couple has made
it their life's work to ensure that we tell the
story and honor Fred Korenat su.

| also want to particularly thank
Carolyn for hel ping Tak recover from PTSD after

his time in Vietnam and for being such a strong
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partner on this effort.

As | said, these three individuals
told me a story that | did not know and forced ne
really by their persuasive power to say that
New Yor k nmust honor this |egacy of Fred Korenatsu
as other states have done. And today we're going
to enact a bill, the first day of commenoration
for an Asian-Anerican that has ever occurred in
the State of New York, due to the work of these
three individuals who are joining us here today,
their | eadership, their courage, their vision and
their determnation

Pl ease wel conme them and extend to
themall the privileges of the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
guestion is on the resolutions. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are adopt ed.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze

Senat or Ranmpbs for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ranmpbs for an introduction.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you.

| rise to wel cone the Bangl adesh
Ameri can Advocacy G oup to Senate chanbers,
together with my col |l eagues Senat or Robert
Jackson and Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on.

W want to recogni ze the president
of BAAG Joynal Abedin from Queens, and his
organi zation, for all of their work hosting
back-to-school drives, student government
semnars, and job fairs in our community. BAAG
enpowers the youth, uncles and aunties to
participate actively in civic engagenent, and
that's exactly how we build power for our
i mm grant communities -- show ng up at your

| egi sl ator's door and sharing your needs.
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Thank you for bringing our neighbors
from Jackson Hei ghts and beyond here to the
Capitol to represent our conmunity and engage in
our |legislative process.

M. President, please extend to our
guests the privileges of the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ranops.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1915, by
Senat or Sepul veda, read its title and recognize
Senat or Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1915, by
Senat or Sepul veda, comrenorating Univision's
i naugur al broadcast of Prem os Soberanos in

New York State, the recent renam ng of a street
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i n Washi ngton Heights to "Prem os Soberanos \Way"
on March 12, 2024, and the visionary |eadership
of ACROARTE for their exceptional contributions
to the Dom nican conmunity in the State of

New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution.

Today we gather to proudly recognize
the visit of the Association of Art Critics,
ACROARTE, and its president, Wanda Sanchez. It
is an honor to comment on this Senate resol ution,
previ ously adopted, which pays tribute to
ACROARTE for its tireless work in pronoting
Dom ni can art and cul ture and conmenor at es
Uni vi sion's inaugural broadcast of the
Soberano Awards in New York State.

Thi s resol uti on underscores the
i mportance and i npact of the Soberano Awards,
whi ch for 40 years have highlighted the best of
artistic and cultural talent in the Dom nican
Republic and in New York. This recognitionis a

testament to the respect and admiration these
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awar ds have garnered over the years.

Not only are we joined by the
presi dent of ACROARTE, but we're al so joined by
Robert o Ger 6ni no, Eugeni o Perez, Mari bel
Contreras, Raynond Abad, Lissette Mntillo,
Maxi no Ji menez, and Francisco Cristian.

Furthernore, | am pleased to
announce that in collaboration with
Senator Alexis Victoria Yeb of the
Dom ni can Republic, we extend a formal invitation
to ACROARTE to hol d the 2025 Soberano Awards
Cerenony here in New York City. This event not
only will mark the 40th anniversary of this
prestigi ous award, but al so provide a unique
opportunity to strengthen cultural ties and
friendshi ps between our communiti es.

We eagerly anticipate the
possibility of hosting this distinguished
cerenony in our great city, celebrating together
the cultural richness that unites us.

(Above renarks repeated in Spanish.)

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you. |
vote aye

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senat or.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 12th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of the sponsors, the resolutions are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 92,
Senate Print 1267A, by Senator Breslin, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 92, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello and Oberacker.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
367, Senate Print 1233, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
597, Senate Print 6923, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Railroad Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
623, Senate Print 612C, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 623, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Helm ng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Qoberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 68,
Senate Print 698, Senate Print 8448, by
Senat or Pal unbo, an act to amend Chapter 672 of
t he Laws of 1993.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
769, Senate Print 8884A, by Senator Giffo,
an act to amend the Al coholic Beverage Control
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
799, Senate Print Nunber 3234A, by Senator
Hoyl man- Si gal, an act to anend the |Insurance Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
923, Senate Print 8331, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to vote aye on this
| egi sl ation.

We are taking up this bill today
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because of the hard work and tireless efforts of
Koji Sato, Tak Furumpto and Carol yn Furunoto, who
| mentioned earlier, who have dedi cated nuch of
their lives to advocating for the recognition of
Japanese- Anerican history and the contri butions
of Japanese-Anericans to the United States.
By establishing January 30th as
Fred Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties and the
Constitution, we are affirmng this state's
commitment to | earning and teachi ng about the
difficult history of Japanese internnent canps.
In 1942, the United States forced
West Coast residents of Japanese descent to | eave
t heir hones and communities to be sent to
i nternment canps for the duration of the war
According to the United States
Nat i onal Archives, over 120,000 people of
Japanese descent -- 70,000 of whom were Anerican
citizens -- were forcibly noved to these canps.
Fred Korematsu, who we are honoring
inthis bill, was born to Japanese i nm grant
parents. He refused to | eave his hone when his
famly was forced to relocate to an internment
canp. He was arrested, convicted in a federal

court of disobeying a mlitary order, and sent to
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a relocation internnent canp.

He appeal ed his conviction, but the
United States Supreme Court ultimately affirnmed
it, in Korematsu v. United States. In dissenting
fromthe Supreme Court's ruling, Justice Robert
Jackson said Korematsu "has been convicted of an
act not comonly a crinme. It consists nmerely of
bei ng present in the state whereof he is a
citizen, near the place where he was born, and
where all his life he has lived. Justice Frank
Mur phy cal |l ed the exclusion order "the
| egal i zation of racism"”

After the war, when M. Korenmatsu
was rel eased fromthe internnent canp, he began
his life as a civil rights advocate fighting for
t he Japanese- Aneri cans who were deeply wonged
during the war.

In 1984, his case was reopened and
his conviction was overturned, but the
United States Supreme Court never officially
overruled its ruling in Korematsu. Wen the U S
of fered hima pardon, he responded: "I don't
want a pardon. |If anything, | should be
par doni ng t he governnent."

He was award the Presidential Meda

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4193

of Freedomin 1998.

Today, in the face of a rise in
anti-Asian hate and other forms of hate and
di scrim nation, we stand united and advocate that
we nust tell the painful history of
di scrim nation and m streatnent of
Japanese- Aneri cans.

| want to thank my coll eague
Assenbl ynenber Grace Lee, who is carrying this
bill in the Assenbly.

|"mgrateful for the work of our
guests here today, who as | said not only
educat ed nme, but have advocated across many
states to pass this bill. If the Assenbly passes
this bill and the Governor signs it, New York
wWill join six other states -- New Jersey, Hawaii,
California, Virginia, Mchigan and Arizona in
recogni zi ng January 30th as Fred Korematsu Day.

| am proud to sponsor this
| egislation. Thank you to ny coll eagues and the
| eader for bringing it to the floor so quickly
this year. And | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

(Appl ause.)

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
925, Senate Print 8488, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to establish a Latina suicide prevention task
force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
958, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9345, by
Assenbl ynenber Kelles, an act to amend the

Not - For-Profit Corporation Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

First I want to thank ny Assenbly
col | eague for also helping to introduce this
i nportant | egislation.

As we know and we talk about in this
chanber quite often, volunteer firefighters play
acritical role in public health and safety. And
nost certainly in rural districts |like mne, they
are nost certainly essential for healthcare and
many ot her purposes.

This legislation is looking to
address the ongoing recruitnent issue facing nmany
vol unteer fire conpani es by waiving the provision
of law limting nonresident nmenbers in a fire

corporation to 40 percent of the actual
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nmenber shi p.

The Varna Vol unteer Fire Conpany
serves the ham ets of Varna and Ellis Holl ow
within the Town of Dryden, which is located in
Tonpki ns County. Like nost small fire
departnments, the Varna Vol unteer Fire Conpany had
difficulty recruiting new volunteers within their
16.7 square mle fire protection district.

By wai ving the nonresident provision
of the law, this legislation will allow the Varna
Vol unteer Fire Conpany to expand their
partnership with two | ocal colleges, Cornel
University and Ithaca College, to have the
ability to recruit new nenbers.

This initiative has been successf ul
in rebuilding the fire conpany ranks w th young,
active responders, enabling the fire conpany to
provide critical first response services to the
comunities that they serve.

This legislation is necessary to
ensure conpliance with state law, and it al so
places a |imt on nonresident nmenbership for
vol unteer fire departnents.

| vote aye and encourage ny

col | eagues to do the sane.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 958, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1031, Senate Print 3310A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Public O ficers Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1031, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Borrell o,
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Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1071, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4938D, by
Assenbl ynmenber Dinowitz, an act to anmend the
General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.
| amvoting in favor of this bill,

but | do have concerns. | think we talked in the
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past about these e-bike batteries being sold used
and recondi tioned.

This bill says if it wasn't
originally listed and certified by like the
UL Laboratories, that it cannot be sold. But the
reality is a reconditioned battery is not the
sanme battery that it was when it was originally
sol d.

So ny concern is that this doesn't
really limt the dangers. Yes, if it wasn't
originally listed, it wasn't originally
i nspected, | understand that that's certainly a
step in the right direction. But in the end,
reconditioning a battery and selling it on the
used market is not going to be prevented by this
bill.

And that | think is still a safety
concern. But | am supporting this bill because
it is anove in the right direction.

So | vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1077, Senate Print 7503B, by Senator Cleare, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1078, Senate Print 7744C, by Senator Chu, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1079, Senate Print 7446A, by Senator Chu, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chu to explain her vote.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing ne to take this
opportunity to explain ny vote.

Very proud to be a sponsor of
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today's | egi slation package and to advance this
practical solution that protects comunities

t hroughout New York State. | know many

New Yorkers rely on e-bi kes and e-scooters to
commute or performtheir jobs. This package is
commonsense | egislation that prioritizes the
wel | -being of both riders, residents and our
first responders alike.

According to FDNY data, e-bikes
batteries caused 268 fires across New York City
| ast year, resulting in over 150 injuries, with
sonme being fatal

This specific bill will ensure
busi nesses have adequate fire suppression safety
nmeasures on hand to protect not only thensel ves
but their business space and people who |ive
around it.

The dangers posed by lithiumion
batteri es have gone unchecked | ong enough and
have led to too many fires across New York City,
particularly in ny district. Today's efforts are
another step in the right direction to ensure the
safety of all New Yorkers.

For all the reasons above, | proudly

vote aye. Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

You know, this is definitely a bill
where we're trying to do sonmething but really not
achieving it. Unfortunately, what this bill wll
say is you have to have a fire suppression system
in a small business, a place that m ght sell
bi cycl es that al so sells e-bikes.

And it says that a sprinkler system
along with another fire suppression system is
what's required. | can't figure out what that
is. Asprinkler systemw ||l not put out a
battery fire froman e-bike battery. And a fire
suppression systemthat will, will |ook somnething
i ke an Ansul systemthat a restaurant uses in a
kitchen, which is an incredibly expensive system
that I don't believe is intended for putting out

battery fires.

So I"'mnot sure what this will do.
" mnot sure what the requirenent will be. But I
do know that it will hurt small busi nesses.
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And keep in mnd that these wll
still be able to be shipped through Amazon and
Wal mart and everyone el se and putting out small
| ocal businesses in our Main Streets that wll
not be able to put in a systemor afford that
system

So I think we need to reconsider how
we do this, so I'll be voting nay. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1079, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Helmng, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott and Wi k.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1080, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8102A, by
Assenbl ynenber Eachus, an act to amend the
General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1083, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9338, by
Assenbl ynenber De Los Santos, an act to amend the
General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1100, Senate Print 644A, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M. President.

W voted on this bill last year. It
was brought up on debate the issues that treating
smal | counties the sane as | arge counti es.
Ham [ ton County -- Mark Wal czyk's not here with
us. It's his district, but it's next door to
mne. We talked about that a lot. No traffic
lights; 4400 popul ation. They currently have two
full-time elections conmi ssioners, that's it.
Everyone el se they need is on call at election

tine.
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To mandate that Ham | ton County,
that's struggling with a small tax base and snall
popul ation, is going to go fromtwo to mandat ed
si x comm ssioners in four years from now,
according to this bill, just nmakes absolutely no
sense. There should be a carveout for small
counti es.

Even better, we should let counties
run thenselves. |f they think they can do it
with two people, let themdo it with two peopl e.
If they can do it with four, they can do it with
four.

But to treat Hamilton County the

same as every other county, or small counties the

same as large counties, is just -- it's foolish.
And I'Il be voting in the negative.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1100, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,

Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4208

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1114, Senate Print 5963A, by Senator Liu, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of July.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Liu to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI U: M. President, you,
YQU (pointing), you made history. You are the
first Asian-Anmerican presiding officer of the
New York State Senate.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCOR LI U And Iwen Chu nade
hi story. And Kevin Thomas nade history. Today
we cel ebrated AAPI Heritage Month, the nonth of
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May. We had a big event in The Well. Many of
you stopped by; thank you very much. Many of you

gr abbed sone food on the way out. Thank you

al so.

But there's a lot to celebrate
today. It's not only our event, which was a
smashi ng success -- the biggest ever we've had in

the State Capitol. W also celebrated the
passage of Senator Mayer's bill that wll
commenorate Fred Korematsu Day here in the State
of New York. W unfortunately nmourn the passing
but celebrated the |life of a |ocal hero, Don Lee,
i n Brooklyn.

Now, the reality is, though, that
nost of us have not heard of these people before
today. And nost Americans haven't heard nuch
about Asian-Anmericans. |In fact, a couple of
years ago, in the height of the pandem c, and at
t he hei ght of this onslaught of anti-Asian hate,
2,000 Anericans were asked a sinple question:
Can you name an Asi an- Arerican? Nane an
Asi an- Amreri can. Qut of the 2,000 people,

58 percent could not nane a single
Asi an- Aneri can.
And of the renmaining 42 who could
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name an Asi an- Anerican, Jackie Chan was the nost
common answer. | think he's a little goofy,

what ever. But Jackie Chan, the point is, he's
not an Anmerican. He's not Asian-American. He's
in Hong Kong. The second nost frequent answer
was Bruce Lee. | like Bruce Lee, but he departed
us 30 years ago.

The point is Asian Americans have
been |l argely invisible, and continue to be today.
That's why it was so easy for us to be the
victinms of hate and bigotry and attacks, both
verbal as well as physical.

The way to eradicate this kind of
hate going into the future is by renoving our
invisibility, teaching people, teaching our kids
about the fact that Asian-Anmericans have been a
part of New York history, a part of American
hi story, that we hel ped build what we have today,
collectively. And only by doing that, by
denonstrating that we are in fact Americans as
well -- not this perpetual foreigner, or not this
nodel mnority -- that we are in fact people.
That's the only way we can start whittling away
and eradicating the hate that so many in our

comunity still face.
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And that's why |I'm so proud that
hope this will -- well, actually, you called the
roll already, so |'mvery happy that the State
Senat e has once again passed ny bill to require
t he teaching of AAPI history in New York State
publ i ¢ school s.

Thank you very nuch for that. And
t hank you, M. President.

And YQU (pointing), you're a
hi st ory- maker .

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Liu to be enthusiastically recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Liu for his
| eadership in bringing this bill to the floor
again. He was the first Asian-Anerican to win
anyt hing here in New York. All right?

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR THOVAS: They' re sayi ng

"Liu," not "boo," all right? Liu.

(Laughter.)
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SENATCR THOVAS: You have done so
much for the Asian-Anerican community. This bil
does so nuch for the rest of us. | thank you
fromthe bottomof ny heart. And we all in this
state, you know, owe a debt of gratitude to you

So thank you, Senator Liu, and |
vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Thomas to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Chu to explain her vote.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,

M. President.

And | truly want to stand here to
t hank ny col | eague Senator Liu for bringing this,
and thank you to all ny coll eagues who voted yes
and hel ped us to advance this |egislation.

This piece is truly crucial for al
t he Asian-Anericans to be able to be seen, to be
heard, to be able to feel they're as equal as
everyone el se.

My daughter, she's growi ng up here
havi ng an education. However, | asked her -- she
is second year in high school. | asked her, in
your school, what did you | earn about

Asi an- Aneri cans? She | earned about Asia in
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soci al studies. She hasn't |earned anything

about Asi an- Amrericans in Anerica.

So it is time for us to advance this

curriculum This is the only way for the
Asi an Americans we can stop being treated
differently or to avoid discrimnation or being
seen as a forever outsider.

So | proudly vote aye. And thank
you, Senator Liu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1117, Assenbly Bill Nunber 6811C, by
Assenbl ynmenber Tapia, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

Now, this is called the Lithiumlon
Battery Safety Program correct? And | think
that's a wonderful idea. But |I think there's an
uni nt ended consequence we need to be aware of.

This basically says that NYSERDA is
going to replace batteries for free. There's no
[imt on this. W also have a rebate if you buy
even a used electric bike. So we could create a
little cottage industry of fol ks that are going
to buy a used bike, get the rebate, get the free
battery, turn around, sell it on the market.
There's no limt -- there could be thousands upon
t housands of these things at taxpayer expense
that are going to be out there.

| just think that that's a | oophol e
that m ght be played, and we should be very
consci ous of that.

So I"'mvoting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Borrello to be recorded in the negative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1117, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

O vara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1122, Senate Print 8659, by Senator Brouk, an act
to establish a Black youth suicide prevention
task force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Brouk to explain her vote.
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SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to give a sonber rem nder
The heartbreaking reality is that suicide is the
second- | eadi ng cause of death for young people in
Anerica between the ages of 10 and 24. And the
sui cide rate anong Bl ack youth is increasing
faster than any other racial or ethnic group. 1In
fact, nationw de the suicide rate anong Bl ack
youth age 10 to 17 increased by 144 percent
bet ween 2007 and 2020.

When you imagine for a Black LGBTQ
yout h, they face conpoundi ng discrimnation and
conmpoundi ng risks for suicide as well.

The CDC even finds that high |evels
of community and police violence result in racial
trauma that further adds risk factors for Black
yout h sui ci de.

This |l egislation would help ensure
that we here in New York at |east are doing al
that we can to address the issue in a focused and
dedi cat ed manner.

W owe it to Black famlies across
our state to do better. This legislationto

create a Black youth suicide task force wll
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allow us to better understand the causes of Bl ack
yout h suicide so that we not only prevent these
sui cide attenpts from happeni ng, but we al so
connect so many young people with the care and
resources they deserve.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.

We have two suicide prevention task
force bills on our agenda today, and | am
supporting both of them But | would be rem ss
if I didn't bring up that there's a third bill
that should be on this agenda as well.

As a nmenber of the Legislative
Conmi ssion on Rural Resources and as a nenber who
represents a predonminantly rural area, the third
bill is a suicide prevention task force that
woul d exam ne, evaluate and determ ne how to
prevent suicides anong our youth and adults
l[iving in rural conmunities, where oftentines
there are so many chal | enges accessi ng services,

et cetera.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4218

So we still have a couple of weeks

left in session, and |'mhoping the Majority wll

certainly agree that it is inportant that we al so

bring the rural suicide prevention bill to the
floor.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel mng to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1123, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9337, by
Assenbl ynenber Taylor, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

Senate District 30 has tragically
suffered a nunber of tragedi es caused by
[ithiumion battery fires. |In fact, earlier this
year, in the mddle of winter, in the Hamlton
Hei ghts portion of my district, the New York City
Fire Departnent responded to a lithiunmion
battery fire to rescue three people dangling from
a wndow -- with a rarely used rope nethod that,

t hank God, was able to bring those three down
safely. But sadly, one person perished in this
fire, and it injured nearly 20 people.

This is just one of dozens of
exanples in ny Senate district and in so
many ot hers across New York City and state that
underscore the fact that we need to take
t hought ful , thorough and coll ective action to
mnimze and mtigate the likelihood of new fires
by increasing safety awareness, training and
out r each.

Fortunately, today we passed
nine bills in a package that will make a mani f est

difference in our communities. This package
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i ncludes four bills that | amthe primary sponsor
of, and I'mthankful to my coll eagues for voting
aye on those bills.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1123, voting in the negative:
Senat or St ec.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1152, Senate Print 5537A, by Senator May, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 1152, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1159, Assenbly Bill Nunber 6738A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Tague, an act to anend the
Crim nal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1167, Senate Print 2776A, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1190, Senate Print 3512A, by Senator May, an act
inrelation to authorizing Christopher Wal ser to
take the conpetitive civil service exam nation

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1190, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1193, Senate Print Number 4520A, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act in relation to
aut hori zing Lawrence Ecker to receive certain
service credit with the New York State and Loca
Enpl oyees' Retirenent System

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1195, Senate Print 5291A by Senator Skoufis, an

act granting retroactive Tier IV status in the

New York State and Local Enpl oyees' Retirenent

System t o Dana Ker st anski

| ast section.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

roll.

the results.

i s passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | believe we

have a suppl enmental cal endar.

Can we pl ease take that up
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1116, Senate Print 6660, by Senator Martinez, an
act inrelation to authorizing a study on
[ithiumion battery fires and prevention.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President.

| will be voting aye on this bill.
| voted aye on eight of the nine bills that were
part of this package.

Per haps the nost significant part of
t he package of bills, though, is the bill that
shoul d have cone first, which is this bill by
Senator Martinez. And | want to thank her for

bringing it.
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As a volunteer firefighter nyself,
we can attest to the fact of how difficult
[ithiumion battery fires are to put out. And
every single nmenber here that has spoken today on
this package of bills has enphasi zed the fact
that these Iithiumion batteries are so
i ncredi bly dangerous, the fires are so intense,

t he damage that they cause is also so intense,
that we've had over 150 fires so far this year.
You' ve had 23 deaths in the Gty of New York by
itself in 2023; you've had nore this year.

The difficulty that | have, and
sonmet hing that we continue to do in this chanber,
is that -- and | voted for these bills because
it's sort of a shotgun approach. Right? W
haven't done the study bill first that would help
identify sone solutions so that we're actually
not just having a scattered approach on how we
can try and solve this problem

But what we continue to do is create
incentives, bill after bill that creates rebate
programs or creates incentives to put these
e-bikes with these lithiumion batteries, into
nore and nore hones where they're causi ng damage.

Per haps what we should be doing is
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actual ly punping the brakes on lithiumion
batteries. W should be banning the sale of
e-bi kes until we have this study bill conpleted
so that we can actually stop the problem pause,
find the solutions, enact the |egislation, and
t hen nove forward.

So | will be supporting this study
bill. Again, | want to thank Senator Martinez
for bringing it. But we should really be
reevaluating -- in addition to trying to solve
this problem we should be reeval uating the steps
that we're taking making the problemworse in the
interim

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
have a few notions, so if we can return to

nmot i ons.
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On behal f of Senator Skoufis, on
page 33 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar 704, Senate Print 3502A, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Liu, on page 47 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 946, Senate Print 7801,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On page 60 |
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 1084,
Senate Print 9019, and ask that said bill retain
its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The anendnent s
are received, and the bill will retain its place
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of

Senat or Harckham | wish to call up Senate
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Print 5620A, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is
now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
343, Senate Print 5620A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is

no further business at the desk.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Wdnesday, May 22nd, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, May 22nd, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:54 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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