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May 16, 2024
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REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, May 15, 2024, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday, My 14,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
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Scarcel | a- Spanton noves to discharge, fromthe

Committee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism Parks and

Recreation, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8982A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 8469A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 742.

Senat or Martinez noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 8993 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8473, Third Readi ng Cal endar 924.

Senat or Krueger noves to discharge,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 9711 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8898, Third Readi ng Cal endar 927.

Senat or Mayer noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Investigations and
Government QOperations, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9394
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 8800, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1050.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from

state officers.
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Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Parker, | w sh
to call up Senate Print 1200A, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
215, Senate Print 1200A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

anendnents are received.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: I, also on
behal f of Senator Parker, wish to offer the
foll owi ng amendnents on page 29 to Cal endar 445,
Senate Print 8402, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Lanza for a notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

Madam Presi dent, on behal f of
Senator Giffo, on page 46 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 769, Senate Print
8884, and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
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previ ously adopted Resol ution 2092, by
Senator Giffo, read its title and recognize
Senator Giffo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2092, by
Senator Giffo, congratulating the Uica-Notre
Dane Hi gh School G rls Basketball Team upon the
occasi on of capturing the New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Basket bal
Cl ass B Chanpi onshi p on March 16, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Giffo on the resol ution.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Before | do that, | also want to
extend an acknow edgnment -- and | know we've had
the perm ssion of the | eader to acknow edge a
young man and his nmom | have with us Ed Hol | man
and his nomC aire.

Ed is a mddl e-school student from
Cazenovia, a 13-year-old who is very engaged in
our process, and Senator Mayer woul d know t hat.
He was concerned about cuts to education, so he

circulated petitions in support of the efforts
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t hat Senat or Mayer | ed.

But | think this is an illustration
of an industrious young man who really cares and
was energi zed, paying attention and got invol ved.

So | want to acknow edge Eddi e and
his nromCaire today. | think they're in the
chanber. So if Eddie and Claire are there, if
they could just stand. There you go.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests, Eddie and his nom we wel come you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease conti nue standi ng and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO On the resol ution,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W are very fortunate to have with
us a group of young | adies who probably, if
anybody's ever seen Hoosiers, this would be an
illustration of that -- and I'mglad to see
Senator Breslin is with me right now -- because

t hese young | adies had a very chall engi ng year,
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but they were worked hard under their coaching
staff, and together.

And as a result of that, they were
able to not only continue to nove through the
season but ultimately reach the state
chanpi onshi p round, where they were -- they
fought tenaciously and they were behind at
hal ftime, but they were taking on the top seed
Al bany Acadeny.

And they took on a very significant
opponent, and it was a significant challenge.

But they continued with their 24-and-3 record
this year to ultimately win that chanpi onship and
to beat Al bany Acadeny in the state finals.

So today we are joined in the
chanmber with these student athletes, their
coaches -- many of their fam |y nenbers are with
themal so -- from Notre Dane Hi gh School in
Utica, New York. And proud to have themthere.

These young | adies, not only are
they extraordinary athletes, but they' re tal ented
students too. And they were a great reflection
of our community. They carried thensel ves
respectfully, and they played hard. And | think

and we all know that when we reach this type of a
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chanpi onshi p and you win a state chanpi onshi p,
you're making lasting friendships and you're
having not only great nenories, but you're going
to take nmany of the things that you | earned and
applied during the season to hel p you throughout
your life's journey. And | think that's the
great thing here.

So we're very proud of the young
| adies. We want to thank the coaching staff. |
know we're here with Head Coach John Snyder,
Assi stant Coaches Tom Pederson and G llian
Keeler, along with famli es.

So, Madam President, | would ask
that you recogni ze the Lady Jugglers, who are
state chanpi ons, and that we extend the
privileges of the house to them

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests, the Utica-Notre Dame H gh School Grls
Basket bal | Team and your entire coaching staff,
we wel cone you on behal f of the Senate. W
extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's take up previously adopted
Resol ution 2408, by Senator Hel m ng, read that
title only, and call on Senator Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2408, by
Senat or Hel m ng, congratul ati ng Brai don Whodwar d
upon the occasion of capturing the 170-pound
Division Westling Title at the New York State
Public Hi gh School Athletic Association Boys
Westling Chanpi onshi ps on February 24, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel mi ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| amvery excited to wel cone to the
Senat e chanber outstandi ng student athlete
Brai don Wbodward. Braidon is a senior at
Pal myra- Macedon. He's joined today in the
gallery with his parents, Mke and Hllary, his

sister Allison, as well as Director of Athletics
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Tom Schrmandt and Assi stant Westling Coach
John Bur gess.

I n February, Braidon earned the
title of State Chanpion during the New York State
Public Hi gh School Athletic Association Westling
Chanpi onshi ps, which were held right here in
Al bany.

Brai don entered the tournanent as a
nunber - one overall seed in the 170-pound
di vision. But Braidon's journey was not an easy
one. This year, his senior year, was a year of
chal l enges. He entered a new school district and
joined a new team But Brai don enbraced these
chal l enges and he really, really persevered.

He carries a strong academ c average
and he achieved, in his westling career, a
54-to-one overall record. The lone loss this
year came early in the season, a |oss that
Brai don said inspired and notivated him \Wen
asked about wi nning the chanpionship title,

Brai don sinply said: "lI'mjust happy to be a
Red Raider. It was an awesone season."
To Braidon's famly, to the schoo

| eaders who are here, to his coaching staff, |

want to thank you for your support of Braidon and
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for giving himthe encouragenent that he needed
to be successful. Coach Burgess, | want to thank
you and Head Coach Ed Schafer, who was naned
Coach of the Year, for welcom ng Braidon with
open arns to his new group of teammates and to

t he new school district.

Brai don credits his ability to win
to the work ethic instilled in himby his
coaches. The lessons |earned fromthis season,
both on and off the mat, will serve Braidon and
his teanmates throughout their lifetinmne.

Brai don, pl ease know that you' ve
made our conmunity and you've nmade this state
very proud with all of your acconplishments. [|'m
really excited, we're all really excited to see
where your journey goes fromhere. | |ook
forward to watching your career at the University
of Buffalo. And Senator Giffo pointed out to ne
that you're hoping to make it to MMA. So good
luck with that, and we | ook forward to watching
you.

Madam President, |'mproud to
sponsor this resolution and to vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
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guests, Brai don Whodward and your support team
we wel cone you on behal f of the Senate. W
extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
this house. Please continue to rise and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol utions 2072, 2075, 2203, read themtogether,
title only, and recogni ze Senator Ashby.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2072, by
Senat or Ashby, congratul ati ng the Col unbi a
Hi gh School G rls Bowl ing Team upon the occasion
of capturing the 2024 New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Bowing
Chanpi onshi p on March 10, 2024.

Resol uti on 2075, by Senator Ashby,
congratulating Elle Hutton of Col unbia High
School upon the occasion of capturing the
2024 New York State Public H gh School Athletic

Association Grls Westling Chanpionship for the
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185- pound wei ght class on January 26, 2024.

Resol ution 2203, al so by
Senat or Ashby, congratul ati ng Ragan Retell upon
t he occasion of capturing of the 126-pound
Section Il New York State Public H gh Schoo
Athletic Association Grls Westling Invitational
Chanpi onshi p on January 26, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby on the resol utions.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's a real privilege today to be
able to congratul ate so many young chanpi ons from
the 43rd Senate District.

Today | wel comre the Col unbia Hi gh
School Grls Bowing Team recent state
chanpi ons; Ragan Retell from Tamarack Hi gh
School, New York State westling chanpion; and
Ell e Hutton, Colunbia H gh School westling
chanpi on.

And | had the opportunity to talk
with thembriefly before the proceedi ngs today,
and these are just outstanding young people from
this district. And they do a fantastic job, and

| know that it has a lot to do with the famlies
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that may be here today joining them and their
coaches.

And | wi sh that you woul d present
themall the cordialities of the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests, the Col unbia H gh School Grls Bowing
Team Col unbia Hi gh School Grls Westling Team
and Ragan Retell, we welconme you on behalf of the
Senate. W extend to you all the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

Let's pl ease take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 2258, by Senator
Hoyl man- Sigal, read that resolution title only,
and call on Senator Hoyl man-Si gal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2258, by
Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal, nourning the death of
Ava Conklin, bel oved daughter and sister, bright

student, and cherished friend to many.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal on the resol ution.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We are joined here today by a famly
under sone sonber circunstances, the | oved ones
of Ava Conklin, an exceptional young worman from
my Senate district on the West Side of Manhatt an,
the heart of Hell's Kitchen, whose |life was
tragically cut short |ast June.

Ava was only 19 years old. Ava was
a daughter, a sister, a friend, an incredibly
bri ght student, and a bel oved nenber of our
comunity.

She was known to all as an eternally
happy spirit with boundl ess generosity that
mani f ested t hrough her many rel ati onshi ps.

She | oved the performng arts and
t heater and Broadway -- after all, she lived just
steps fromthe Geat Wite Way. She loved ice
cream travels, animals, the earth, nusic,
especially the Beatl es.

Ava was a student at Northern
Vernont University, where she was pursuing a

degree in psychol ogy. She |oved school and had a
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real eagerness for learning. |In her famly's
wor ds, Madam President, Ava had an old soul but a
child' s heart.

The loss of Ava is felt not only by
t hose who knew and | oved her personally; it is a
profound | oss that is felt all throughout
New York City, fromHell's Kitchen to the
Rockaways, where she spent so nuch tine.

And | want to recogni ze ny dear
col | eague Assenbl ynmenber Pheffer Amato who is
here with the famly in the gallery.

But this is a loss for the entire
State of New York. So today |I'mso grateful that
this legislative body will pause in our
del i beration to renenber and honor the |ife of
Ava Conklin, whose bright [ight continues to
shine and shares its warnth with all of us.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests, the famly of Ava Conklin, our
condol ences to you.

| wel come you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4019

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO Pl ease call on
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton for an introduction.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you.

| rise today to recogni ze an
i ncredi bl e woman, constituent, and soneone | am
lucky to call a friend, Lucy Mijica Diaz.

| have had the pl easure of know ng
Lucy for many years now. And as her tenure as
chair of Community Board 13 cones to an end, it
is ny privilege to have her join ne here in
Al bany t oday.

Upon nmoving to Coney Island in 1990,
Lucy becane one of its fiercest advocates. And
anybody who knows Lucy knows that is absolutely
true. Fromlocal PTAs to the Coney Island
Beautification Project to the 60 Conmunity
Preci nct Council and, perhaps nost fanously,
Community Board 13, Lucy has been serving her

community for over 34 years. People from across
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Coney Island and Bri ghton Beach know t hat they
can always turn to Lucy for assistance,
resources, and the | atest news about what's
happening in their own backyards.

Qur communities are very lucky to
have a fighter like her, and I would like to
t hank her for everything that she's done,
continues to do. And thank you for always being
a resource to ne. It's always interesting, you
know, representing two different boroughs, so you
are nmy go-to in Brooklyn for all things Coney
| sl and and Bri ghton Beach.

| appreciate you fromthe bottom of
nmy heart, and wel conme to Al bany, Lucy. Please
rise to be recognized.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guest, Lucy Mijica Diaz, | welcone you on behalf
of the Senate. W extend to you the privileges
and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

Let's take up previously adopted
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Resol uti on 2400, by Senator Mayer, please read
that resolution title only and call on
Senat or Ranos.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2400, by
Senat or Mayer, menorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim April 28, 2024, as Wrkers'
Menorial Day in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to start by thanking
Senat or Mayor for introducing this very inportant
resol ution.

In the aftermath of the Tops
shooti ng, surviving workers and ot her retai
workers cane to me with their demand for the | aw
to take their safety seriously.

And we know all workers want that.
Too many workers in New York get injured on the
job or, worse, they never make it back hone at
the end of their shift.

Forty-four workers died on the job
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in New York State in 2023. They were:

Jonathan Diller, an NYPD officer;

Sara McNal ly, bartender;

Juan || def onso;

Tamay Ganzi, construction worker;

Nazi m Berry, a bodega worker;

Hi | ari on Joseph, an MIA wor ker,
TWJU Local 100;

Frederick \Witeside, FDNY EMI
AFSCME Local 2507;

Franci sco Lunbreras, cenment truck
driver, Teansters Local 282;

Kryst nyna Naprawa, school crossing
guard, DC-37 Local 372;

Dal e West, handynman;

Bernardo CGonzal ez Perez, a
super mar ket wor ker ;

Bassam Khat eeb, a deli owner;

M chael Rodriguez, NYC DEP;

Kevin Raw i ngs, a software engi neer;

AQivia MIls, a postal service
wor ker ;

Andr és Santiago Goana, a delivery
wor ker ;

Endy Donal do Gonzal ez Gonez, a
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del i very worker;

wor ker ;

wor ker ;

wor ker ;

Marco Antoni o Betancurt, a delivery

Cesar Linares Mralez, a delivery

Juan Aguil ar Rosas, a delivery

Mar cos Al cantara Hernandez, a

del i very worker;

construction

contractor;

Steanfitters

wor ker ;

construction

Al ex Patricio Gual otuiia Taco, a
wor ker ;
Peng Cheng Li, a delivery worker;

Sal vat ore Si nobne, an HVAC

Robert Larsen, a welder with
Local 63;

Sal i mul Hoque, a construction

Edwi n Herm ndo Cevantes Felipe, a
wor ker ;

Yong Chin Son, a construction worker

with Laborers Local 78;

Victor Sohom a construction worker;

Mai rena Bi snarck, a construction

superi nt endent;
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Juan Guzman Anganarca, a
construction worker;

Zhen Zhi Cao, a construction worker;

Al exi s Avel ar Al varado, a
construction worker;

Kawan Edwar ds, a hi ghway mai nt enance

wor ker ;

Tayron Masache Tandazo, a w ndow
washer ;

Mario Garcia, a delivery worker;

Vi ctor Manuel Cenoa, a delivery
wor ker ;

Franci sco Maria Cristobal, a
del i very worker;

Maynor Al fredo Capir Vel asquez, a
del i very worker;

Mari ano Victoriano, a delivery

wor ker ;

Juan Romero Vazquez, a delivery
wor ker ;

Juan Francisco Jeronino, a delivery
wor ker ;

And an unidentified delivery worker.
In their honor, the | abor novenment

continues to advocate for the passage of four
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bills: TEMP, the Retail Wrkers Safety Act;
War ehouse Worker I njury Reduction Act; and the
Nai | Sal on M ni nrum St andards Counci | .

Madam Presi dent, we nourn the dead
and we fight like hell for the Iiving.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Ranops.

Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Ranos, for
maki ng sure that we renenber we are tal king about
i ndi vi dual s who have real lives in our
comunities who were | ost from accidents at work.

And the point of this resolutionis
to draw attention to the need for a very strong
response to ensure safety at work, particularly
for our immgrant community, who are frequently
at greatest risk, and to call on every el enent of
the | aw enforcenment comunity, our district
attorneys, our Departnent of Labor, our
Governor's office, and everyone el se who has the
authority to crack down on unsafe working

conditions -- to do so and do so aggressively.
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These are our nei ghbors. These are
our friends. These are people that all of us
depend on to do the essential work of our
comunities, and yet they are at such grave
risk -- not only of injury but of death.

And so today and every day, we honor
them But Workers' Menorial Day is a tribute to
their lives and a rem nder that we have nuch nore
to do.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

The resol utions were previously
adopt ed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

At the request of the sponsors, the
resol utions are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Now | et's pl ease

take up the readi ng of the cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
273, Senate Print 5286, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 273, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Lanza, Oberacker,
O Mara, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
468, Senate Print 2690, by Senator Breslin, an

act to anend the General Municipal Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
479, Senate Print 2515C, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Ranbs to explain her vote.
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SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you.

There have been eight children
killed by cars in the past five nonths in
New York City. Three of themwere in Queens.

Bayron Pal omi no Arroyo, just eight
years old, was walking with his famly on
100th Street and 31st Avenue in East El nmhurst. A
driver with four previous arrests related to
reckless driving didn't yield to the famly while
turning and hit and killed Bayron with his car.

Queens has had 18 fatalities so far
in 2024, tied for its nost dangerous year at this
poi nt in 2023.

Bayron was the 750th person killed
in Queens since Vision Zero was |aunched in
New York City 10 years ago. More than half of
the children killed in the last two years were
killed in Queens, and nost were killed near their
school s.

This is an energency. Two hundred
of ny nei ghbors nmarched through our conmunity
with two demands of this body: Pass Sammy's Law
and pass scranble crosswal ks. |'m proud that our
house has now been able to deliver on both of

those demands. And now this bill is dedicated to
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the children of my district and of all Queens.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
500, Senate Print 1424A, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 500, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Giffo, Hel mng,

Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott and Stec.
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Ayes, 48. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
600, Senate Print 6926, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Transportation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
685, Senate Print 8173, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the

roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

While | understand the goal of this
bill, my concern conmes fromthe fact that we are
doi ng sonething for someone who has commtted a
crime, nore than we would do for a | aw abiding
citizen.

So I'll be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 685, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Lanza, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
713, Senate Print 139C, by Senator Ryan, an act
to amend the Uniform Justice Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So there's a quirk in our justice
systemin New York State that's created a
two-tier justice system Everybody's under this
perception that if you' re a judge, why of course
you're a lawer. But that's really not true.

In OCA courts, Ofice of Court
Adm ni stration, those judges are | awyers.

There's 1200 other courts in
New York State. Through the town court justice
system courts have broad jurisdiction --

traffic, felony arraignnents, small clains,
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m sdeneanors. But they're not | awyers.

And anyone who's a | awer in the
room woul d renmenber G deon v. Wi nwight, where
the Suprenme Court said in crimnal proceedi ngs
the potential deprivation of liberty is so
serious that you have to have a | awer to be
repr esent ed.

But | don't know if they ever paused
to think that some of the people that the | awer
woul d be arguing in front of aren't even | awers
t hensel ves.

So this bill would take the 100
busi est courts in New York State, under the town
court system and nake it so those are | awers.

A pretty sinple fix.

| often hear in response to this:
Well, sonme of those areas don't have | awers
living in that jurisdiction. So we intentionally
crafted it for only the 100 busiest courts. And
if you | ook at a map of where those courts are,

t he busiest courts, and you overlay that with
maps of localities with the highest concentration
of attorneys, you would think you're |ooking at

t he sane map.

So we're going to easily be able to
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put attorneys in every one of those spots.

New York is one of the only few states in the
Union that allows non-attorney judges to sentence
people to jail. So it's a conmonsense sol ution
to a problemthat people who put this systemin
pl ace back in the early 1700s -- it m ght have
made sense then. It didn't nake sense now.

So we've tal ked to people around the
state about this, we've considered all the
potenti al downsi des, we've taken steps to
all eviate those concerns. And it's about tine
that in New York State we don't have a two-tier
justice system we have a one-tier justice system
where every defendant not only has a right to
counsel but has a right to appear in front of a
judge who is al so a counsel

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 713, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
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Stec, Tedisco, Wber and WeiKk.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
723, Senate Print 8707, by Senator Bail ey, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Chapter 733 of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
742, Assenbly Print Nunmber 8982A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Fall, an act to amend the
Navi gation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
867, Senate Print 4407, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
868, Senate Print 4999B, by Senator Hel m ng, an
act to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
878, Senate Print 4863A, by Senator Cooney, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
921, Senate Print 5853A, by Senator Krueger, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 921, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Gallivan, Giffo, Mirray,
Ott and Stec. Excuse ne, Senator Stec in the
affirmati ve.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 4.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
924, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8993, by
Assenbl ynenber Thiele, an act to amend the
County Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
927, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9711, by
Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act to anend the
State Fi nance Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it

asi de.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
933, Senate Print 3571, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 933, voting in the negative:
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
957, Senate Print 8366, by Senator Ryan, an act
to anend Chapter 560 of the Laws of 1998.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 957, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martinez, Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
963, Senate Print 314A, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 963, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Krueger, Lanza, Martins, Miurray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
979, Senate Print 3473A, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1001, Senate Print 3348, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1050, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9394, by
Assenbl ynmenber Burdick, an act to anend the
Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1050, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chu,
Har ckham Hi nchey, Manni on, Martinez, Pal unbo,
Scarcel | a- Spant on, Skoufis, Wbb and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Can we pl ease go
to the reading of the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
927, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9711, by
Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act to anend the
State Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?
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SENATOR O MARA: Madam Pr esi dent ,

will the sponsor yield for some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WI1l the

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |'d be delighted

to, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Good nor ni ng,
Senat or .

This bill has to do with the

sourcing -- or avoiding the sourcing of tropical

har dwoods. There are a variety of federal and
even international |egislation and agreenents

that deal with this, such as the Lacey Act and

the CITES international agreenment, the Convention

on International Trade in Endangered Species of
W1 d Fauna and Fl ora.

Wiy do we need to exceed those
agreenents and federal |laws with a separate
program here in New York?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

Madam President. This bill is actually about far

nore than trees fromtropical rainforests, even

t hough it does have the catchy title "trees."
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do hope you like the newtitle of the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Very ni ce.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

And in fact it is true that there
are multiple national and international
agreenents, and there are even voluntary
agreenents by nany of the |argest corporations
who say they're not going to source fromtropica
rai nforests, and yet they keep doing it.

So the goal here with this bill is
to clarify that the State of New York -- not
private consunmers, but the State of New York,
when it contracts for products, will hold its
suppliers accountable for tracing that they are
not using products fromtropical rainforests,
whet her it's hardwoods fromthe rainforests or
ot her products often grown in the rainforests
once they are destroyed.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Now, is this
legislation, is it banning specific hardwods?

O is it banning where they conme fronf

SENATOR KRUEGER: It lists out --
it's banning where they conme from but it
actually hel ps by providing master lists of
products that would be added to the existing
banned hardwood Iist for New York State.

We actually do have a bill that bans
har dwoods, but it's got too many | oopholes in it
for products that we didn't necessarily know
about at the tinme it was passed. So it broadens
t he nunber of trees -- types that are covered and
gives the Ofice of General Services the
authority to continue to expand it.

Because sonetinmes -- | know it seens
odd -- but if sonething is banned, sonebody
deci des to change the nanme of the tree. So we
want to nmake sure that you can't get around the
laws we are trying to inplenent by just changing
t he nane of the product.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. So through

you, Madam President, if the Senator wl|l
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continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So | guess I'm
just asking for a little nmore clarification on
whether it's the specific type of wood or whet her
it'"s grown in a certain region. And if it's a --
if it's the region, if it's the region, then what
if the sane type of wood is grown outside of that
region? Can that be used?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Excuse ne one
second. (Pause.)

So it's actually -- 1 just wanted to
doubl e-check | got this right for you, Senator.
It's both. It does provide a naster |ist of
speci fic hardwoods that | actually don't think we
grow here in New York State that would be on the
banned list. [|'msure they don't.

But it al so bans products from
products from areas defined as tropical
rai nforests and i npacting deforestation of them

So bot h.
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SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is the
speci fic geographic region that is the subject of
t he ban of the source of these woods?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Let ne find the
definition section of the bill for you. (Pause.)

Big bill. Page 6, Section (ii)(c):
"'*Tropical forests' shall mean a natural
ecosystemwi thin the tropical regions,
approxi mat el y bounded geographically by the
tropi cs of Cancer and Capricorn, but possibly
af fected by other factors such as prevailing
Wi nds, containing native species conposition,
structure, and ecol ogical function, with a tree
canopy cover of nore than 10 percent over an area
of at least 0.5 hectares. 'Tropical forests
shall include all of the following: (i)
human- managed tropical forests or partially
degraded tropical forests that are regenerating;

and (ii) tropical forests identified by
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mul ti -obj ective conservation-based assessnent

nmet hodol ogi es, such as Hi gh Conservation Val ue
(HCV) areas, as defined by the HCV Resource

Net wor k, or Hi gh Carbon Stock forests, as defined
by the Hi gh Carbon Stock Approach, or by another
nmet hodol ogy wi th equival ent or hi gher standards
that includes primary forests and tropical

peat| ands of any depth. 'Tropical forests' shal
not include tree plantations of any type."

And then since you were al so asking
about tropical hardwood: "' Tropical hardwood
products' shall nean any wood products, whol esal e
or retail, in any form including but not limted
to pl ywood, veneer, furniture, cabinets,
panel i ng, siding, noldings, doors, doorskins,
joinery, flooring or sawnwood, which are
conposed, in whole or in part, of tropical
har dwood"” from these forests.

| can go on. It continues on, on
peat and sone ot her products.

So it's pages -- nostly pages 6, 7,
8, 9 of the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So it takes
pages 6, 7, 8 and 9 of the bill to generally
descri be the regions where these woods conme from
but they're still using words like
"approximtely." So there's no specific
boundari es and borders that are included in this
| egislation as to where the wood specifically
cannot cone from

SENATOR KRUEGER: well, | do
believe there are borders, although they're not
saying |ike national borders of a country per se.

But there are standards that are
bei ng used by various entities around the world.
And within, as pointed out by ny coll eague, other
| aws and treaties around the world.

So the fact that there's not, you
know, this street in this county is not really
applicable in this situation.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator wll
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continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | s there any ot her
state in the United States of Anerica that has
such a law as this?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That goes as far
as this? Madam President, no. | think we would
proudly be the first state to try it.

Al t hough the EU has passed a very
parallel law for all the EU countries. Wich is
anot her reason | think it's so inportant for
New York State to actually be the first state in
our country to pass a parallel |aw

Wiy? Because we have | arge nunbers
of small businesses in New York who absolutely
want to do business with the EU countries. But
if they don't neet the standards of the EU
countries, they won't be able to sell our
products to them

So the fact that even though we're
only applying this to contracts with the State of
New York, it will actually signal and assi st

New York State's businesses to neet standards
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that they would need to in order to sell abroad.
And we certainly want to expand our export
mar ket s.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or yi el ds?

THE SECRETARY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wul d this apply
to the use of pulp fromany of these hardwoods,
and paper purchased by the state?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Tropical hardwoods are way too
expensive to be used for pulp for paper. | don't
beli eve we do have any paper conpanies in
New York State that use tropical hardwoods for
t heir paper.

And in fact what has been pointed
out to nme, with our saying you cannot use
tropi cal hardwoods for contracts with New York

State, you're increasing the |ikelihood that
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New York State forestry will be able to sell its
products to New York. Because none of our
forests have these tropical hardwoods.
Therefore, the kinds of products that our
conpani es sell for paper, for wood, for
furniture, for other purposes, wll be nore
conpetitive in contracting with the State of New
York because they'll no | onger be conpeting with
ot her busi nesses around the world trying to sel
us tropical hardwoods.

So | do believe that's a win/win for

our forestry and wood product and paper

compani es.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: And | certainly
agree with that, Senator Krueger, in limting the
use of these because of the inpacts on the

rai nforests and i nportance of themto the climte
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around the globe. M real concerns over this

| egislation is not that we should not be using
t hese types of woods, because | agree that we

shoul dn' t .

The real opposition to this has to
do with how you specifically, you know, identify
this and how a supplier can actually certify that
it doesn't contain anything when it m ght be
unknowi ng. In fact, we have a |lot of nenobs in
opposition fromthe various |unber deal ers
associ ations across New York State that are very
concerned with this bill, that it nandates that
they certify the source and contents of their
products.

And they're often snmall, locally
owned retailers that |ack the resources to
establish and nmaintain conpliance offices
necessary to track the gl obal supply chain,
especially for conplex products |ike doors,
wi ndows and simlar itens conprising nunerous
materials fromaround the world.

| agree with their concerns,
specifically with the general approximtion of
t he geographi c regi on where these woods cannot

cone from
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But this was passed | ast year, and
t he Governor vetoed it. And primarily in her
vet o message the Governor stated that the
extensive certification requirenments woul d i npose
significant burdens on busi nesses, especially
smal | busi nesses, that want to do business with
t he state.

So what have you changed in this
bill to deal with that? And have you all evi ated
t he concerns of those suppliers? Because it
doesn't appear so by the basis of their numerous
Menos i n opposition.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you so nuch for that
guestion. That's exactly what we did change in
the bill since the Governor's veto.

And | don't know whose nenos are
still objecting. Perhaps they didn't see the
newer version of the bill.

These requirenents of the bill are
achi evabl e, they're affordable. The contractors
are not required to be uninpeachably perfect.
And they can of course get exenptions if it's
i npossible to find alternative products. Far

nore of the requirenents are placed on OGS to
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assi st and approve, not reject, not to make nore
difficult.

These new statutes are traceable and
transparent. The effective date is pushed back
to 2027 to give everybody tine to figure out any
of the things they don't think they can figure
out yet.

The | eadi ng conpani es are al ready
usi ng now wi dely avail able digital technol ogies
to trace their supply chain. That's publicly
avai l abl e, so our smaller conpanies will be able
to see the data right there produced by |arger
conpani es to help them nake sure that they are
al so in conpliance for their own supply chain.

Supply chain traceability and
transparency does vary anong commodities. But
t hose covered by this bill are already well
advanced.

The bill contains a 10 percent
bi ddi ng preference for New York-based small and
medi um si zed busi nesses and MABES or contractors
fulfilling their contracts. OGS is required to
nmeet with stakehol ders during the process of
witing their regulations. W |eave the

regulations up to OGS. W don't nandate those in
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the bill, so that OGS and the stakehol ders can
wor k together on regulations that actually w il
be addressable by our small businesses here in
New Yor k.

So we actually will have OGS clearly
outlining the specific due diligence steps
contractors are required to take: Create a |ist
of products derived wholly or in part from
tropical rainforest risk coomodities that we
shoul d stay away from Create a list of such
products that are able to be procured in high
vol unes right here in New York State. Create a
list of favored suppliers who we know are neeting
the requirenments to help our small businesses who
need to go through multiple |arger suppliers.

The bill creates a supply chain
transparency assi stance programto assist our
smal | busi nesses through the Enpire State
Devel opnent Cor porati on.

So | really do appreciate the
guestion, because we did a ot of work to hear
fromthe stakehol ders what their concerns were
and to redesign the bill to make sure that it
woul d not di sadvant age busi nesses in New York

State. W actually believe it will increase the
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nunber of New York State products that are used

and purchased and contracted with right here at

hone.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | certainly
appreci ate the invol venment and the input that OGS
and other state entities are going to have here.
But these | unber associations are still very
concerned over know ng thensel ves where this
cones from

So since the state and OGS, they're
the ones contracting for those products, why
isn't it incunbent upon the state to verify the
products? The contractor provides the products
that they're supplying, and the state verifies
that those are not in violation of the rainforest

woods?
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(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Again, | think perhaps the
conpani es that the Senator has been speaking to
perhaps don't quite understand the role and
responsibility of OGS and the state to hel p nake
sure all of this is addressed correctly.

And again, specifically for people
who are in the forestry and wood busi ness here in
New York State, none of this is tropica
har dwoods. None of their business is tropical
har dwoods. W don't grow tropical hardwoods in
New Yor k.

So it's not going to stop them from
selling to the State of New York. It wll
actual ly probably increase the nunber of
conmpani es who source through New York forestry.
Because if you're sourcing through New York
forestry, there's very little you have to do to
prove you're not using tropical rainforest wood.
We don't grow that here in New York

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On the bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: |"mcertainly
extrenely supportive of banning and linmting to
t he extent possible the use of hardwoods from
rai nforests, and understand the inportance of our
rainforests to our global clinate and
envi ronment .

| think this bill goes too far and
it puts the onus on the wong spot. If we're
banni ng the use of these materials, then it
shoul d be the entity using those materials to
certify for thenmselves that they' re not com ng
fromthe sources that we don't want themto come
from And | think that should Iie upon the
state. And if the OGS is going to be as invol ved
as the Senator says they're going to be, then
there's just one nore step they have to do.
Because the | unber dealers and others in the
state are very concerned with really unwittingly,
unknowi ngly supplying a product that m ght
contain sone aspect of these woods because of the
gl obal supply chains that are involved with these
products to be listed.

And that's kind of a trapdoor for

t hese smal |l businesses in many cases that do not

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4063

have the wherewithal to go through this whole
review and certification process, despite their
best intentions on this.

And if this is the big concern of
the state, then they should be making sure --
make the suppliers and the contractors show t he
state where they purchase these things from
where they cone from and the state can do their
due diligence on whether that's an acceptable
product or not.

Because m stakes can be nmade. And,

you know, with these remai ning concerns here and

on the hardwoods -- and, you know, | would note
on this as well, not to get back into questioning
again, but this very bill |eaves out exceptions

for the use of these types of woods for the

Met ropol i tan Transportation Authority and the
ferry services which would all ow themto continue
to purchase these types of products.

So this is not as cut and dried as
we would like it to be. And really the onus here
shoul d be on the person, in this case the entity,
the State of New York, that's going to be
actually utilizing that product, on verifying for

t henmsel ves that it's not being sourced through
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that. Because of the very intricate gl oba

supply systens that there are, it can be very
wel | unknown that there m ght be a conponent of a
wi ndow, a door, what have you -- a fixture, desk,
chair -- that m ght have sone conponent t hat
sonmehow cane fromthis unspecifically defined

rai nforest area.

So based on that, | am encouraging a
no vote on this. The onus should be on the state
to verify this.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Senat or Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | appreciate ny
col | eague's questions. | w sh he had asked many
nore, because there is so much | want to say
about this bill.

But 1'Il just say, briefly, globally
an estimated 18 mllion acres of tropical
rainforest, an area nore than half the size of
New York State -- half the size of New York
State -- are lost every year to deforestation in
the world, with over one-half of the earth's
tropi cal hardwoods al ready gone. At the current

pace, the entirety of the earth's tropica

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4065

rainforests will be degraded or destroyed within
t he next hundred years. An estinmated 20 percent
of the world's greenhouse gas em ssions cone from
deforestation and forest degradation.

So taking into account carbon
sequestration, a potential stop in the |oss of
tropical forests, mangroves, other wetlands coul d
provi de over 20 percent of necessary clinate
mtigation by the year 2030, which is just around
the corner. This |oss of biodiversity is
creating nightmares throughout the world.

In addition to tropica
deforestation, in many countries it is closely
associated with violations of the land rights of
i ndi genous peopl es and | ocal conmunities and with
the exploitation of workers, including forced
| abor and child labor. In nmany cases it is
enabl ed by corruption, crimnality, and viol ence
agai nst the conservationists and the |and
def enders.

The concerns ny col | eague has
brought up we factored into this bill. Yes, we
made an exception for the MIA and for the
Staten Island Ferry for five years, to allow them

to transition off of two specific hardwoods that
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are uniquely suited for being in water all the
time. But there are alternatives. And they have
agreed that within five years they can figure it
out .

This bill allows localities and
government to have an exenption fromthe
requi renents if nobody's biddi ng because they
can't figure out what to sell us. So we do give
the state the ability to say, Ckay, | get it, you
need an exenption also. You need an alternative.
We'll help you with that.

This bill is absolutely not designed
to penalize people who are trying to sell to
New York State, but rather to assist and put in
pl ace the details so that they can, as ny
col | eague poi nted out, have the information they
need provided by governnment in nbst cases so that
they don't have to worry about doing all that
homewor k t hensel ves.

Every tinme we tal k about
environnental bills on this chanber floor we get
to sonme degree an argunent "It's too nuch, we
can't do all this."™ WIlI, here's the problem
W have to do this. Because the U.S. conpanies

actually are responsible for |ike 50 percent of
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the deforestation in the planet.

We'll pay the price for that, even
though it's so far away, because tropical
har dwoods are not being grown near here, the
deforestation is not taking place here. The
deforestation is destroying other countries
around the world -- who, by the way, when their
land is destroyed, when their environment is
destroyed, when they have no alternative places
to go, where are they going? They' re com ng
her e.

| f you look at the deforestation in
Venezuela, it's enormous. |f you | ook at the
damage that has been done to their economes, to
t hei r indi genous peopl es, they have nowhere to
survive in their own countries because of damage
done because of our policies. And yet we object
and wonder why they show up in the
United States -- because we're hel ping to cause
chaos in their home countries.

And so this isn't affecting private
consuners. W're not going there. W're saying
if you're going to do business with the State of
New York, we've want to nake sure you're not

adding to this international crisis.
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And guess what? If you |ook at a
contract with OGS, who handl es nost of the
contracting for the buying and selling of
products by the State of New York, you can't
bel i eve the nunber of requirenents we're putting
on anybody who does business with New York --
pages and pages and pages of requirenents.

This isn't even a particularly
difficult one for our potential contractors to
nmeet. And yet it's a critical one for the entire
planet. So | urge ny colleagues to consider not
taking a no vote today and hel ping us address
mul tiple problens all at once while ensuring nore
New York State products can be sold both to the
State of New York and around the world, as the
rest of the world is inplenmenting these | aws.

"' m hoping for a yes vote from everyone.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Borrello on the bill.
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SENATOR BORRELLO | appreciate
what Senator Krueger said. But unfortunately
it's a bit disingenuous.

| would really encourage you to
wat ch the novie Planet of the Humans, by
M chael Moore -- not exactly a conservative --
where he describes in depth the destruction
that's going on throughout the rainforest area
for the production of solar panels and w nd
turbines, particularly for mning for rare earth
netals, that's taking place with slave |abor,
child | abor.

So when you drive that electric car,
remenber that those rare-earth nmetals inside that
battery were actually mned by a child sonmewhere
in the Congo. So this is just hypocrisy.

What's worse about it is that
everything that we need to nake sol ar panels and
wi nd turbines can be produced here in the
United States. The rare earth metals can be
actually mned out in the Mdwest and up in
Canada with obvi ously union |abor and everything
el se. But yet we continue to have these panels
dunped in the United States after being nmade by
sl ave labor in China by the Uyghurs, who are
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ensl aved by the Chinese governnent to nake those
sol ar panel s.

So to sit here and listen to the
fact that we're going to save the rainforest --
only when it comes to hardwood, not when it cones
to everything else -- particularly because we
have a viable alternative that woul d create good
union jobs here in the United States. W' re not
doing that. W're actually -- in fact, right now
inthe City of Buffalo, at the billion-dollars
boondoggl e known as the Tesla plant, the solar
panel s on the roof, which were supposed to be
produced by Tesla, are made in China. And
they're actually installed on the roof of that
billion-dollar boondoggle in Buffalo.

So spare ne the hypocrisy. 1'Il be
voti ng no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | thank ny
coll eague. | don't actually think his argunent
is against nmy bill; it's for an expansi on of ny
bill to cover products that we didn't tal k about
t oday.

So ny bill covers far nore than
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tropi cal hardwoods. W just seened to get onto
that thene. But if ny colleague would like to
tal k about nmoving bills that protect other parts
of the world fromexploitation of children and
their areas so that we can buy our products from
U. S. -sourced goods that neet other standards, and
we want to create a new bill to do that, I'm
totally with himon that.

So thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard?

UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Seei ng
and hearing none, the debate is closed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO Madam Pr esi dent
upon consent we've agreed to restore this bill to
t he noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the bill's sponsor
for this bill and for her el oqguent defense of
this bill. 1t is really inportant that New York

State taxpayers are not subsidizing further
degradation of the rainforests, which are the
| ungs of Pl anet Earth.

|"mal so proud that we're doing this
today on the day after the next l|argest state in
the country, their governor signed into | aw
expunging the term"climte change" fromtheir
| aws and really noving backwards on green energy
and the whole idea that we m ght want to take
action on the climate crisis.

So I"mproud that we in New York are

doing this. |I'mgrateful to my coll eagues who
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are voting in the affirmative. And | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 927, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn
until Monday, May 20th, at 3:00 p.m, with the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
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May 20th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.
(Wher eupon, at 12:21 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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