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NEW YORK STATE SENATE
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ALBANY, NEW YORK

May 14, 2024
3:13 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY A. COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Pl ease
join me in a nonment of silence to honor
Vi ncent G ammarva, an al nost 20-year veteran of
the New York State Thruway Authority, who
tragically lost his life | ast Thursday, My 9th,
while on the job at the Thruway work site.

Vincent | eaves behind his wfe,
Patty, of 40 years; two adult children; and three
grandchi | dren.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
May 13, 2024, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, My 12,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the

Senat e adj our ned.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Persaud
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Codes,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4737B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 2376B
Third Readi ng Cal endar 731.

Senat or Ashby noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Corporations, Authorities
and Comm ssions, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7476 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 5939,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 952.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good aft ernoon,
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M. President.

| wish to call up Senate Bill 4305,
recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
220, Senate Print 4305, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Amendnments are
al so offered to the follow ng Third Readi ng

Cal endar bills:
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By Senator Parker, page 25, Cal endar
Nunber 498, Senate Print 6852;

By Senator Ranps, page 54, Cal endar
Nunber 945, Senate Print 7676.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to adopt
t he Resol ution Calendar, with the exception of
Resol utions 2349, 2379, 2414 and 2419.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resol utions 2349, 2379,
2414 and 2419, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's now begin
by taking up Resol ution 2419, by Leader

Stewart-Cousins, read that resolution's title,
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and recogni ze Senator Webb on that resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2419, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, congratulating the 2024
New York State Senate Wnen of Distinction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today with great pride and
enthusiasmto speak in support of this resolution
congratul ating the 2024 New York State Senate
Wnmen of Distinction.

| also want to thank our Majority
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, who as we know is
the first woman to | ead the Senate.

When you think about the
contributions of not only our Majority Leader but
all of the distingui shed wonen that have joi ned
us today in the Capitol, it is npost certainly a
noment ous occasion, but it also serves as a
rem nder about the inportant role that wonen play
across our comunities every single day.

This initiative -- which was
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established 26 years ago in 1998 -- the Senate's
Wnen of Distinction Program is a testanent to
our commtnent to honor exenplary wonen from
across our great state.

The 2024 Wonen of Distinction have
denonstrat ed out standi ng professional or personal
achi evenents, an unwavering -- and | woul d dare
say unapol ogetic -- commtnment to excellence, and
a track record of acconplishnments that nerit this
speci al recognition.

Today as we recogni ze the Wnen of
Di stinction we cel ebrate the diversity of our
state and the contributions made by wonen from
every economc, ethnic, religious and every ot her
backgr ound.

These wonen have shattered gl ass
ceilings, and in sone instances brick ceilings,
fighti ng agai nst stereotypes, bigotry, prejudice,
and seem ngly insurnountabl e obstacles, paving
the way for future generations of trail bl azers.
We appl aud their character, their initiative and
commitnent to their communities.

From t he pi oneers of the wonen's
suf frage novenent to the present day, wonen have

pl ayed and continue to play a crucial role in
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shaping the history of our great state. The 2024
Wmen of Distinction have contributed to the
advancenent of our culture through both
traditional and nontraditional roles in society.
They have dedi cated thensel ves to enhancing the
wel | -being of their communities, showcasing a
| ong and sustained commitnent to excell ence.
They have earned the recognition and
appl ause of all the citizens of this great
Enpire State. Let us, as the New York State
Senate, proudly stand together to congratul ate
t he 2024 New York State Senate Wnen of
Di stinction.
M. President, | proudly vote aye.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.
Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.
SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.
| "' m honored this afternoon to speak
on behal f of the Republican Conference as we
recogni ze the outstanding femal e | eaders from
across our great state. On this, | think we can

all agree: New York State is a state with a
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hi story of form dable and courageous wonen.
We're the proud home of Seneca Falls, the
bi rt hpl ace of the Wnen's Ri ghts Myvenent.

| want to start by saying just two
days ago, on Sunday, we cel ebrated Mther's Day.
And | want to take a nmonment to wish all the nons
who are here today a Happy Mdther's Day. Whether
you're a first-tine nother, a grandnother, a
single nom a working nom a stay-at-home nom
hope you all enjoyed your special day.

Wrren of Distinctionis a lot like
Mot her's Day, as we recognize the females in our
state who are doing extraordinary things in
busi ness, in education, in our hospitals, our
nursi ng homes or working direct care, on our
farms, in nonprofits, in |l aw enforcenent and the
mlitary, in the halls of government and right in
their owm living rooms. Their stories are
uni quely notivating. But what all of our Wnen
of Distinction have in conmon is a conmitnent to
serving others. And in doing so, they're shaping
the future of our | ocal communities and our
st at e.

Every single day they inspire us.

And through the state's Whnen of Distinction
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program they are inspiring the next generation
of female | eaders in New York

| like to think of the wonen that
we' re honoring today that they've distinguished
t hensel ves by what | refer to as the four Cs --
contributions, character, caring and commtnent.
They enbody the enterprising and altruistic
spirit of New York. Every day they |live our
notto of Excelsior: Ever upward. They're
achi eving the highest standards of excellence and
rai sing the bar for us and for future
generati ons.

To all of our Wonen of Distinction,
on behal f of the Republican Conference, thank
you. Thank you for being the Iight for others as
we shine a light today on your acconplishnents.

| want to conclude quickly by
acknow edgi ng the honoree fromny district,
Mari Potter. Mari is the owner of 13 MDonal d' s
restaurants in the greater Rochester and
Fi nger Lakes area. She is one of only 10 fenale
operators in the Enpire Region stretching from
Buf falo to Al bany.

Mari is here today with her husband,

Tim and many nmenbers of her MDonal d's team
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So M. President, in closing, let ne

say this about the | eadership of all of the
remar kabl e wonen we are honoring today.
Ba- da- bap-bap-ba -- I"'mlovin' it.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HELM NG Congr at ul ati ons
to all of our wonen.

|"m proud to support this
resolution. | vote aye. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

To our guests and the many Wonen of
Di stinction in our chanber, | wel cone you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to Resolution 2414, by Senator Ryan, read that
resolution's title and recogni ze Senat or Ryan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2414, by
Senat or Ryan, conmenorating the two-year
anni versary of the mass shooting at Tops Friendly
Markets in Buffal o, New York, on May 14, 2024,
and honoring the victins, survivors, famlies and
comunity at large in the wake of this
devast ati ng tragedy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ryan on the resol ution.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,

M. President.

It's hard to believe that it's been
two years since we were standing here talking
about the tragedy in Buffalo that took 10 |ives
on May 14, 2022. | have a vivid renenbrance of
t hat day because it was a beautiful, sunny day.

It was one of the first weekend days where it was
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warm we were com ng out of our w nter
hi bernati on, and people are running errands, the
streets are full of people in cars or who are

wal ki ng around.

And | went to the backyard for a few

hours, left ny cell phone in the kitchen. 1 was
doing yard work, and | started hearing a

hel i copter buzzing over and over, and | started
hearing a lot of sirens. And ny wife cane out
and said, "You' d better cone inside because your
phone's blowing up." And it's not what |
expected when | picked up that phone.

So we know the story. A nurderous
raci st drove two and a half hours, seenmingly for
no reason, to cone to Buffalo to open fire on
i nnocent people at a supermarket.

Cel esti ne Chaney. Roberta Drury.
Andre Mackneil. Katherine Massey. Margus
Morrison. Heyward Patterson. Aaron Salter.
Ceraldine Talley. Ruth Whitfield. And Pear
Young. They all lost their lives within m nutes
t hat day.

Chri st opher Braden, Zaire Goodman,
Jenni fer Warrington -- they were all wounded but

m racul ously survived.
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The only thing that any of these
people did to nake thema target that day was to
go live their ordinary |lives and go shopping at a
grocery store in a promnently Bl ack
nei ghbor hood.

Two years have passed, but the
menory is still just as fresh, it's just as raw.
And for the famlies of the victins, grief hasn't
gone away. For the survivors, the trauma hasn't
gone away. For our entire Buffalo community, the
anger, the sorrow, the |losses we all feel hasn't
gone away.

But | guess it's not supposed to go

away. You know, when we experience |oss, grief

doesn't dissipate over tine. |If you |ose
sonmebody and someone says, It will get better, it
will go away, that's a lie. It doesn't go away.

What happens is we grow our life around it. W
take that pain, we hold onto it, but we nove
forward, because that's what we have to do. W
learn howto live with the grief. W don't |et
it hold us back, but it doesn't go away.

On May 14, 2022, the white
suprenaci st cane to our city with one goal, and

that was to tear a hole in the heart of the Bl ack
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community. And there was no doubt he opened up a
pai nful wound. On that awful day it was hard to
see past the tragedy at hand. But even today,
the pain is never far fromthe m nds of those who
| ost loved ones. In Buffalo's Black comunity,
who witnessed a direct attack, they feel it every
day.

But in our collective grief, Buffalo
has conme together. Wth tine, the community has
begun to get back on its feet. And while we
continue to nourn the | osses, the people of the
East Side are persevering. They're living their
lives. They're celebrating birthdays, weddi ng
anni versaries, holidays, graduations and
weddi ngs. But each of those renenbrances, each
of those cel ebrations, there's something m ssing
from everybody because sonet hi ng was taken t hat
day that can never be put back.

But every day the people are sending
a clear nessage, and that's one hateful act, no
matter how much pain it caused, will not rip
apart and break the spirit of our conmunity.

But the tragedy, it didn't happen in
a vacuum The East Side of Buffalo, which is

home to what we call Black Buffal o, has had nuch
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nore to contend with than this awful,
catastrophic day. The attack was | ayered upon
decades of grinding, persistent, system c racism

African-Arericans came to Buffalo as
part of the Geat Mgration, full of hope, with
j ob opportunities to work in the steel and auto
i ndustries, to fill a | abor need. But they were
met with the North's version of JimCrow. It's
not as obvious, it's not as pernicious, but, boy,
is it every bit as destructive.

They were net with redlining,
housi ng discrim nation, enploynment discrimnation
and, decades later, still persistent segregation.
So May 1l4th was the exclamation point of this
sl ow novi ng tragedy.

So while the community has slowy
recovered fromthe attack, the baseline that
they're returning to is as much of a problem
today as it was two years ago. The area is stil
a food desert. The neighborhood is still barren
from decades of denolitions and di sinvestnents.
Every social indicator, every social indicator,
whether it's individual wealth, famly wealth
homeowner shi p, heal th out cones, Bl ack

Buf fal onians in the East Side are worse off than
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anywhere else in the whole city.

So we're left with the inportant
guestion to ponder: \Wat are we going to do
about it? WII this tragedy catalyze us? WII
it make us address the issues that have been
wei ghi ng down Buffal o and other cities,
conmuni ties, for decades?

l"moptimstic. | think we're
finally starting to nove in the right direction.
But we have a lot of work to do as a state and as
a country. But we're finally recognizing the
institutional racismthat led to the inequality
that we see today.

But real change, it's going to cone
slow. And it's only going to cone if we all work
together and we're all pulling in the sane
direction.

Jillian Hanesworth was Buffal o's
first poet laureate. She wote a poemcalled
"Water" where she tal ks about that reality. The
poem was installed at Tops Supermarket as part of
the in-store nenorial to the victins of the
shooting. The poemis a hopeful call to all of
us in the community to recognize that we all have

a part to do. And as Jillian puts it, our small
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mar ks on this huge world are necessary.

But et me read it to you in

Jillian Hanesworth's words. And | don't know

where she finds her optimsm but | applaud her

for it.

of self

itself

ancestors

mar ks

Let the hopeful healing waters flow

Ushering in a rebirth of our sense

Let the flowing waters rem nd us of

Current yet fleeting like life

Large yet within reach just as the

Let the hopeful healing waters fl ow
Cleansing all pain and fear

Al'l hurt and regret

Let the water heal our people

Rem ndi ng us that even our snall

On this huge world are necessary
Let the hopeful healing waters fl ow

Let the water tell the stories of

t hose that cane before us

Those who fought and believed for us
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Those with the strength and power of
a high tide

Those with the nmeekness of a still
pond

Let the beauty of the unknown offer
confort and hope

For within water there will always
be life.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ryan.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATCOR SANDERS: | want to thank
you, M. President, for the opportunity and thank
Senat or Ryan for his incisive words.

The question becones, with all of
us, where were you at the time of these
shootings? And there are so many shootings goi ng
on that you start to blur. You can't renenber if
you were here or there or was it this one or was
it that one. And the danger, of course, is that
Ameri ca beconmes nunb fromthe nmany shooti ngs.

The goal of the white suprenaci st
was to accelerate a racial war. In their
mnds -- or in his mnd, Arerica is descendi ng

into a pit, aracial pit, and he wanted to
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accelerate it. He wanted to plunge us ever
further into a nadness.

The proper response, of course, of
all good Anericans is to do sonething that he
woul d hate and the separatists would hate. And
that is that we need to figure a way to turn to
each other and not on each other. A way to
figure out what are the commnalities that we all
share, what are the goals that we believe in,
what are the things of Anerica that we want to
hold on to and that we want to nove forward.

And this is why, Senator Ryan, that
there is a certain anmount of hope, even fromthis
audi ence right here, this area right here.

The -- the study you nentioned of
the many problens of Buffalo -- and they are
enornous, and not to be discarded, as there are
many problens in other places. But we in this
body have said that we are going to study the
issue. W're going to study reparations. W're
going to see what are the commnalities and how
do we solve these things so that we are taking
some steps. W' re taking steps together. They
may be halting with some, tepid with others.

Sonme may have to be pulled with us.
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But we are taking sone steps, and
we're taking themforward as Anericans, as
New Yorkers, towards a better future, towards a
nore perfect union.

And | close with the words of
Benjam n Franklin. And he taught us then as we
shoul d understand now. He said we'd have to hang
together or certainly we will hang separately.

That racial war that they speak of,
the only way to defeat that is to not get into
that swanp and to figure out ways of all of us
nmovi ng to sonepl ace better.

So thank you for having us renenber
this. And it was not just a pain of Buffalo; it
was a pain of all New Yorkers. Al Anericans
shoul d feel that pain and say that we are going
to make sure that it doesn't happen again and
that Buffalo will not have to stand by itself.

Thank you for rem nding us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Ryan, for your
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wor ds, your dedication, and the spirit that you
stirred today.

| wasn't going to speak on this
resol ution, though I'mnot shy to speak on
resolutions generally, M. President, especially
those of inport in this city, state, country
about divisions that we can continue to overcone.
But sonmething stirred ne today, and it was
"Within water there is life."

And there's so nany netaphors that
conme to mnd about the flow of water and how
wat er never dies, how energy never dies, it's
just transferred.

And so | think about my role in this
space as a legislator, as a new father for the
third tinme. And | |ook at my newborn son, and |
have an opportunity to shape his thoughts, his
ability to learn, his ability to anbulate, his
ability to be a citizen of positivity.

If I have that ability to teach a
new life that, I think we all have the ability to
teach others around us. W can re-teach. W can
unl earn. And we can nove forward.

|'ve often said that in this chanber

we are able to get past certain points that nmaybe
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we didn't think we could. Every piece of
| egislation matters that we do in this chanber.
It matters not just for our constituents; it

matters for the greater good of humanity in terns

of unifying folks. 1In ternms of people
under standi ng, yes, there still is a problemwth
racismin America. Yes, there still is a problem

with white supremacy in Anmerica. Yes, there
still is a problemw th guns in Ameri ca.

But if we're not tal king to each
ot her about that, and we stay in our respective
echo chanbers, nothing will change.

| don't know about you, | don't know
about anybody else in this chanber, but | think
|"mpretty adept at reading the room | think
that we all want things to change for the better.
And | think that it all starts with us.

And so may God bl ess the | egacy of
the lives and | egacy of those fol ks that we | ost
in Buffalo. And I'mtruly hopeful that we can
learn fromthis and continue to understand that
water is in fact |ife. Senator Ryan, thank you
for that stirring poem

| vote aye, M. President. Thank

you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

The question is on the resolution --
|"msorry. Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President. | wanted to just say a few words
about the resolution.

And t hank you to our | eader,

Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and to Senator Ryan for
his stirring words.

You know, when this happened two
years ago, this travesty that happened in Buffalo
and is still conmpounding and inpacting the |ives
of people up there, it nade nme recall and
understand that we have a lot to do as a
citizenry to make sure that we teach our young
peopl e the incredible diversity of this state.

The fact that this state was founded
by people that wanted to change the world and
change how they were respected in the world. The
fact that Buffal o has al ways been a | ocation
where people cane to try to nake a new life. A
ot of folks -- Buffalo was part of the
Underground Railroad, and it had nany stops in

Buf fal o where people were able to take in and
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hel p people while they were trying to nake sure
that they could be able to be part of this
i ncredi ble country that we all are in.

W're all immgrants to this
country, alnost everybody in this room | don't
think there's a Native Indian here. Maybe sone
fol ks that have some Indian in their blood. But
all of us are immgrants to this country. And we
must continue to remenber that and continue to
remenber that we have to nake sure that we pass
on all our traditions to our children, that we
pass on all our history to our children, that we
can make sure that no child grows up in this
state that doesn't understand that diversity is
strength, that everyone's culture, while it needs
to be respected, needs to be recognized and needs
t o be understood.

And we've done a terrible job in
this state of making sure that other people's
cul tures are understood, because our education
systemis not taking care or not enbracing the
fact that we need to share our diversity with
people in the school system because we can't
wait for other folks to do it.

We have a responsibility as
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| egi sl ators to make that happen. And what
happened in Buffalo was a result of a young nman
who had no cul tural diversity, who had no
under st andi ng, who was pushed to the internet to
come up with hate in his heart to want to go kill
people. For no other reason than he was
listening to hate on the internet.

We have to do better as a state. W
have to nmake sure that there's a curricul um
t hroughout the state that teaches our children
t he beauty of our diversity, the beauty of our
cultures, the understanding that we all need to
be respected as people so no one can go out and
think that they' re better than anyone el se.

Because we all are trying to do the
same thing in New York. No matter what side of
the aisle you're on, you're trying to nmake a
better life for your famly, a better life for
your comrunity, opportunities for people to be
under st ood.

And the pain of Buffalo that's stil
happeni ng, as Senator Ryan said, it is the sane
problens are still endemic. W haven't nade the
correct changes. W need to nake those changes

happen or we'll have anot her tragedy.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Conrtie.

The question is on the resolution.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to previously adopted Resolution 2343, by
Senat or Counardes, read that resolution's title
and recogni ze Senat or Gounar des.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2343, by
Senat or Gounar des, mnenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim My 14, 2024, as Arnmenian
Genoci de Renenbrance Day in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Gounardes on the resol ution.
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SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to speak to commenorate
a tragic event in history that occurred on
April 24th, that we conmenorate nationw de on
April 24th, and that of course is the genocide of
mllions of Arnenians by the Otoman Enpire.

Manki nd has committed nmany terrible
atrocities over the course of the 20th century,
but what nany historians consider to be the first
genoci de of the 20th century still does not
al ways get the recognition and renmenbrance that
its victins deserve.

On April 24, 1915, a generation
before the terrible atrocities of the Hol ocaust
in Nazi Germany, ultra-nationalist Turkish
factions known as the Young Turks began a years
| ong canpaign to systenatically w pe out
Arnmeni ans as well as Greeks, Pontians, Assyrians,
and other Christian mnorities that lived in the
O toman Enpire.

These conmunities were forced into
deat h marches and pl aced in concentration canps.
Their churches were destroyed. Their towns and

nei ghbor hoods were set on fire. 1In 1923, the
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Otoman Enpire set fire to the entire city of
Snyrna, where ny famly hails from in attenpts
to kill everyone living there.

The victinms were not only those
killed during massacres at hone. Many others
di ed during deportations under conditions of
starvation, dehydration and di sease.

On the eve of Wrld War | there were
as many as two mllion Arnenians in the Otoman
Enpire. By 1922, just a few years later, there
were fewer than 400, 000.

Today we pause to nourn the
murdering of 1.5 mllion Arnenians, along with
800, 000 Greeks and hundreds of thousands of
Assyrians, Pontians, and ot hers.

M. President, we have an obligation
to not only never forget this awful |egacy but to
proactively renmenber and honor the victins. And
today is an opportunity to do just that. It's
al so a chance to uplift and celebrate the
Armeni an community that has survived and thrived
t hroughout the world, including right here in
New Yor k.

We're | ucky enough today to be

j oi ned today by many nenbers of that comunity,
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some who have traveled from New York City, sone
who live right here in Al bany, and sone who are
even visiting from Washi ngton, D.C.

In particular I want to thank the
cul tural advisor to the Arnmenian Enbassy, Vick
Shoghag Hovanessi an; Fat her Stepanos Doudoukji an,
who is the parish priest at St. Peter's Arnenian
Apostolic Church; and others who have joined here
from organi zati ons such as the Arnmeni an Youth
Federation, the Arnmenian National Conmittee of
New York, the Arnmenian Assenbly of America, the
Arnmeni an Engi neers and Scientists of America, the
Arnmeni an Bar Association, and the Daughters of
Vartan of the Md-Atlantic Region.

And M. President, just before we
started session today, | |earned that one of our
very own sergeant-at-arnms, Geg Krikorian, is
al so of Arneni an descent. He's probably outside
right now in the Senate | obby.

|"mvery grateful to all of you for
j 0i ni ng us here today.

Your presence is also an opportunity
to chart a course for a brighter future and to
identify ways that we can support New York's

Arnmeni an community for generations to cone,
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whet her that be through support for cultural
initiatives and conmunity spaces, through

i nvestments in econoni ¢ and soci al devel opnent
programs, or through increasing opportunities for
political and civic engagenent.

In recogni zing and renenbering the
Arnmeni an genoci de here today, we pay tribute to
their lives and we renenber the tragedy that
occurred to the Arneni an, G eek, Assyrian and
Pontic people. W also carry their nmenory to
this present nmonent when many ethnic, racial and
religious mnorities around the world face
renewed hatred and bigotry. And we conmt
oursel ves to ensuring that on our watch, such
atrocities shall never happen again.

M. President, | proudly vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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resol uti on was adopted on May 7th.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's nove
on to Resolution 2379, by Senator May, read that
resolution's title and recogni ze Senat or My.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2379, by
Senat or May, nenorializing Governor Kathy Hochul
to proclaimMay 12-18, 2024, as Fibronyal gi a
Awar eness Wek in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

| am pl eased to sponsor this
resolution for Fibronyal gia Awareness Wek and to
wel come nenbers of the Fibronyal gia Task Force of
New York State: M nda Conroe and Dr. Becky
Mostel | er.

The task force is conposed of
fi bromyal gia patients, researchers, physicians
and advocates throughout the state.

| am one of the lucky ones. | was
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di agnosed with fibromyal gi a about 20 years ago,
but 1've been pretty nmuch synptomfree for about
10 years now. But | know what it feels |ike when
every nmuscle and tendon in your body aches and
all you want to do is lie down and rest, but you
have to care for a baby or put food on the table
or do a day's work

| also know what it feels |ike when
doctors |l ook at you and say, Oh, there's nothing
we can do -- or, worse, It's all in your head.

It's because of advocates |ike you
that this is changing, that people -- doctors
medi cal professionals, and people in the
comunities around you are recogni zi ng that
fibromyalgia is real, it is debilitating, it is
something we need to take seriously, and it is
something we need to find treatnments and cures
for.

So | want to thank you for what you
are doing and urge ny coll eagues to pay attention
to this disease and not dismss it the way it has
been di sm ssed in the past.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senator My.
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To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up,
previ ously adopted Resol ution 2071, by
Senat or Rhoads. Read its title and recogni ze
Senat or Rhoads.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2071, by
Senat or Rhoads, nenorializi ng Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim May 17, 2024, as Necroti zing

Enterocolitis Awareness Week in the State of
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New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.

| am proud to rise in support of
this resolution as its sponsor.

W get to take to the floor to do
many things and use this incredible platformto
cel ebrat e happy occasions -- the chanpi onshi ps of
many of our student athletes, and incredible
acconpl i shnents of many of our students and their
acadeni c excell ence. W conmenorate tragic
occasi ons, as we've done today, speaking about
the tragedy in Buffalo and the tragedy of the
Armeni an genoci de.

We al so use this platformto raise
awar eness about nmany conditions and ill nesses
that unfortunately inpact our world today, in an
attenpt to try and find solutions and cures for
t hose.

And | rise before you to comrenorate
an issue that's close to ny heart as well as
close to the hearts of many of our constituents.

Necroti zing enterocolitis is a
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devastating gastrointestinal disease that
primarily affects premature infants. It's a
silent eneny that actually attacks the
gastrointestinal lining, killing that vital
tissue and ultimtely severely damagi ng and the
oftentinmes | eading to the death of newborn

i nfants.

NEC has a nortality rate as high as
50 percent, a lethality rate for prenmature babies
hi gher than nmeningitis, smallpox and chol era.

But through awar eness, education and
advocacy we can nake strides in preventing and
treating this insidious condition.

Necroti zing enterocolitis is the
nost conmon cause of death in hospitalized
premature infants after two weeks of age. Babies
born prematurely with nedical conplications |ike
congenital heart disease are nost at risk of NEC
Thousands of babi es devel op NEC each year, and
hundreds of babies die fromthis conpl ex
intestinal condition.

This illness is one where parents
have to be trusted and val ued as the nost
i mportant tools and nenbers of their baby's care

team And heal thcare providers should partner
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with famlies to provide the best care for
infants at risk for NEC

And al t hough the risks of
necrotizing enterocolitis cannot be fully
elimnated, and there are not yet sure ways to
stop or cure NEC, preventative nmeasures are
effective at reducing risks.

Breast mlk is actually one of the
nost effective ways to help prevent NEC in
nmedically fragile infants. And when the nother's
m |k is unavail abl e, pasturized donor human m |k
is the next safest option for babies at risk of
NEC, as fornula does not protect against the risk
of NEC.

There are -- there's one
organi zation, the NEC Society, which is a
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organi zation, founded
and led by a bereaved nother from California
whose son died fromconplications of NEC. And
the NEC Society is the world's leading charity
wor ki ng to accel erate NEC research, education and
advocacy.

And with us today in the chanber is
a young wonan by the nane of Stephanie Ruidiaz,

fromm honetown in Bellnore. She has been a
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chanpi on for necrotizing enterocolitis research
after experiencing firsthand the severity of this
condition and after facing a devastating | oss of
her own. She serves on the board of directors
for the NEC Soci ety.

And | want to take a nonent --

St ephani e, thank you so nmuch for being here. And
| nmust say, in ny 10 years of public life, first
as a county | egislator and now havi ng the honor
of serving in this chanber, one of the things
that touches ny heart nost are people like
yoursel f, who have taken an enornous tragedy and
turned it into an opportunity to do good for
others. It's the nost beautiful way to pay honor
to those that we've |lost, to those that have been
affected by this illness.

And | want to thank you for your
tremendous work. | want to thank you for your
advocacy. And | want to thank the NEC Society
for everything that it does to rai se awareness.

And | am happy that | can stand up
today on the floor of this chanber and raise
awar eness both to the menbers here, as well as to
t he public watching today, of this tragic

illness. And | am happy to stand in support of
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this resolution asking that the Governor proclaim
today, May 17, 2024, as Necrotizing Enterocolitis
Awar eness Day in the State of New York

| proudly vote aye. And | would ask
that you, M. President, recognize our guest in
t his chanber and provide her the privil eges and
courtesi es of the house.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Rhoads.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and the courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on April 3rd.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Previ ously
adopt ed Resol ution 2231, by Senator Parker.

Let's take that up, read the resolution's title,
and recogni ze Senat or Parker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2231, by
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Senat or Parker, conmenorating the inaugural
Prince Hall Day at the New York State Capitol on
May 14, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President.

As you know, |I'm State Senator Kevin
Parker. | represent the 21st District in
Br ookl yn, which is Flatbush and East Fl at bush,
M dwood, Ditrmas Park, Canarsie, Flatlands,
Ber gen Beach, Marine Park and M| Basin.

|"'mthe nmajority whip here in the
New York State Senate, as well as the chairman of
t he Energy and Tel econmuni cati ons Comm ttee.

What many of you don't know, |'m
al so the senior warden of Sons of Kings Lodge
No. 123 in the Second District of Brooklyn, a
menber of a very noble fraternity of Prince Hal
Masons. And | amvery proud of this

organi zati on, very happy to have hel ped organi ze

t oday.

Sonme people don't know what Masonry
is; some people are confused by it. It sinply is
this. It is a beautiful and profound system of
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norality veiled in allegory and illustrated by

synbols. But at its base, it's two things: |It's

a fraternity and it's a charity.

And Prince Hall Masons have been
around since the founding of America. In fact,
it isthe -- Prince Hall Masonry is the third
| argest -- sorry, the third ol dest organi zation
here in the State of New York, in our great
state, right, after Mdther Zion AME Church and
Abyssi ni an Bapti st Church.

Prince Hall Masonry begins
approxi mately March 6, 1776, when
15 African-American nen were initiated in an
Irish mlitary | odge in Boston, Massachusetts.
Prince Hall himself was an abolitionist, an
educat or, a businessman, a phil ant hropi st,
sonmebody who did a lot to end the terrible
institution of enslavenent and actual ly went
around Boston trying to gather help fromwhites
who t hey thought would conme to their aid.

And what he found was that many of
those folks in that time were Masons, and so he

sought to becone a Freenmason in order to be in

proximty of the power that he thought woul d hel p

him you know, achieve abolitionismfor African
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peopl e in the New Wrl d.

From that | odge spread | odges across
the state, including -- sorry, across the
country, including Pennsyl vania, New York and
Rhode I sl and.

And so |"mvery, very proud to stand
here as a nmenber of an organi zation that also
includes the Order of the Eastern Star, which is
a way to include the wi ves, nothers, w dows,
daughters and sisters of Master Masons into
Masonry. And together, they represent al nost
10, 000 nenbers across the great State of New York
and are found in every single conmunity.

And so here today, this resolution.
M. President, celebrates Prince Hall Day of
advocacy at the Capitol, the first time that
Prince Hall Masons have cone together to come to
the Capitol to neet with state legislators and
tal k about their |egislative agenda, talk about
the needs in their conmunity, tal k about work
that they are al ready doing.

As | indicated, they're a
fraternity, but they're also a charity. They do
a lot of work around civil rights, around food

i nsecurity, around addressing the needs on
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i mportant health disparities |ike HV and Al DS,
breast cancer, |upus, prostate cancer. They
stand in the gap as it relates to incone
inequality and trying to nake sure that

comuni ties have enough food and cl ot hing and
shel ter.

During the mgrant crisis, both
chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star and
| odges in Prince Hall Masonry have stepped up to
wel come mgrants and help themfind food and
shel ter and cl ot hi ng.

And so today we honor them And
today we are joined by the conservator of
Prince Hall Masonry, known as Worshipful G and
Master G egory Robeson Smith, Jr., who is the
Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Prince Hal
Grand Lodge in the State of New York.

We're al so joined by the
Deputy Master, the Reverend Dr. Darren Morton
who is also the pastor of Macedoni a Bapti st
Church in Munt Vernon, as well as the
Grand Wrthy Matron of the Eureka Grand Chapter
of the Order of the Eastern Star of the State of
New York, in the person of Yvonne Ladson

| want to thank you for your
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| eadershi p, thank you for all that you do for the
peopl e of the State of New York. And thank you
for maki ng this day possible and maki ng sure the
voi ces of the people of our conmunities are heard
t hroughout the state.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Parker for
initiating this first Lobby Day for the Masonic
groups in the New York State.

| want to thank Gregory Robeson for
wor ki ng to make sure that the Masonic world,
which is a -- as Senator Parker said, a historic
world, a world that has been teaching people to
do righteous things and work in the conmunity in
a philanthropic area for nany years.

"' man honorary terrible nmenber of
Lebanon Lodge 51. Wen | say that, | only get
there once -- 54, rather. | even forgot the
nunber .

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR COWVRI E: | go there a
couple of tines a year, but they've enbraced ne.

Lebanon Lodge, as Senator Parker
says, has done a lot of charitabl e things,
wor ki ng every year to have events for people that
are in need, feeding people. Especially one of
their specialties is naking sure that new
not hers are given an opportunity to get all of
the things that they need to start their life
with a new child. They do many opportunities --
teaching kids on how to eat in a restaurant
properly for the first tine. They' ve done many
other things in the community as well.

The Grand Master has been working on

a thene, "One Famly," which has been the notto,
linking jurisdictions not just throughout

New York State but throughout Pennsylvani a and
New Jersey, where they're focusing on bridging
t he gap between other jurisdictions such as the
Cari bbean Grand Lodge and the G and Lodge of
Massachusetts. He's brought in notable nenbers
into Masonry, nmaking sure that there's a new
generation of young people that are noving into

Masonry as wel | .

He's been working to make sure that
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his platformand the awareness of Freemasonry --
wor ki ng t hrough new nodes |i ke the social nedia
presence, or attending events throughout the
state and throughout the Eastern Seaboard, from
participating in the walk in Sel ma, Al abama, to
wor ki ng at the VHPA, the 53rd conference.

He's al so a nenber of Orega Psi Phi
fraternity. W've got to tal k about that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COVRI E: Because |'m a
nmenber of Al pha Phi Al pha fraternity.

But, you know, it's one of the
t hings that both groups have taught ne, the
under st andi ng of giving, the understandi ng of
hel pi ng others as you nove al ong the way, to use
the guiding tenets of Freemasonry as a guiding
conpass, meking sure that nmenbers are dedicating
t hensel ves to the fight for justice and equity
and equality, especially for younger people and
younger nmen who need sone direction

So | want to thank all of you for
comng today. |It's a great showi ng, the first of
many opportunities for you to come to Al bany to
show out and show off a little bit, but also to

make sure that people understand that Freenmasonry
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needs to be respected, that your philanthropic
endeavors need to be resourced and given
opportunities to continue to shine.

And |'m honored to be part of this
resolution. And thank you, Senator Parker, for
maki ng this day happen.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Conrtie.

Senator Cleare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise to thank Senator Parker
for this historic Prince Hall Advocacy Day
resol ution here in Al bany.

Prince Hall Lodge -- well, [|'ve
grown up with this institution in ny district as
achild. I'ma child of a Freemason. And | can
tell you that they have been ever-present in our
comunity doi ng good works, service, charity,

t eachi ng val ues, character.

These are so inportant to our
comunities that may not belong to certain
pedi grees, but we have al ways had the Masons and

the Eastern Stars to be an exanple for our
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children to stand in the gap, as Senator Parker
menti oned. And they continue to stand in the gap
t oday.

So I"'mjust really happy to see them
here today and am proud to have Prince Hal
Masonic Tenple in ny district and G and Master
Robi nson -- Robeson, |'msorry, and
Reverend Morton and Grand Worthy Matron Ladson,

t hank you for your work and your continued
service in Harlem and throughout the State of
New Yor k.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

And thank you, sir (to Senator
Parker). It's good to see you in your uniform

To the | eadership, it's good to see
you here.

Senat or Parker, in his attenpt to
put a lot of information out and to be brief at
it, left out an inportant fact of the Prince Hal

Masons, that they were indeed the first Masons in
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the United States. They received their charter
from Engl and weeks before the other group
received their charter fromEngland. So were it
not for racism | guess all Masons woul d be
Prince Hall Masons in the U S

It is good that you're out here,
it's good that you' re giving back. And please
continue to give back

| represent Southeast Queens, and we
have felt the goodness of your hearts and what
you have done. W appreciate your role in giving
| eadership to such a community.

Continue to cone out, continue to

make sure that they understand that you are here,

and continue -- and I know you will continue when
you have such an illustrious son sitting anongst
us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.
And | take a seat.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| too want to thank Senator Parker
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and of course all of our distinguished | eaders
that are here today.

| am a daughter of a nenber of the
Order of the Eastern Star and al so a proud nenber
nmysel f, Sheba Chapter No. 3.

And so one of the things | just
wanted to lift up -- and of course all of our
guests that are here -- is that these are
organi zations that not only, as Senator Parker
alluded to, do a lot of work in areas of charity
but also in education. |In our comunities you
will find nmenbers of this great organization
leading initiatives to lift up young people, also
getting them nore involved in our conmunities
t hrough civic engagenent and so nuch nore.

So again, congratulations on this
nost certainly beautiful occasion, being here in
t he chanmber and in our Capitol. And I |ook
forward to supporting the continued good work
that this organi zation provides to everyone,
because it is an inclusive organization.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
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resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President. And thank you,
Senat or Parker, for bringing forward this
resol uti on today.

We have sone people here fromny
district, Silver Lake Lodge No. 59. W have the
Dr. Reverend Carolina and Shawn Stradford, two of
my wonder ful constituents.

And | will say that they do
t remendous, trenendous work in our comrunity on
Staten Island. Wether we have back-to-school
gi veaways or we have a business who's in need of
help or we have a fam |y who needs sonet hi ng
during the holidays, these are usually ny first
coupl e of phone calls. They are ingratiated in
everything that we do to give back to our
comunity.

And | want to thank them for being
here, thank them for everything that they do.
And also | have to give a special shout-out to
the Silver Queens as well on Staten Island.

So thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senat or.
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Senat or Weber on the resol ution.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
M. President.

And | want to thank the sponsor,
Senat or Parker, for bringing this resolution to
t he chamber t oday.

You know, |'ve had the honor of
neeti ng many great Masons over the years,
i ncluding nmy constituent and ny good friend right
up there, Gant Valentine. Gant Valentine and |
have known each for a long tine. Gant Val entine
i s soneone who enbodi es public service, |ike nost
of the Masons do, is soneone who al ways steps up
to fill a void, to do extra work within the
comunity.

So I"mproud to recogni ze himtoday.
H's lovely wife Linda is there too as well
Thank you for being here, and thank you for
continuing to do all of the things that you do in
your community. Thank you.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
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M. President.

Thank you, Senator Parker, for this
resolution in wel com ng and honoring our brothers
and sisters.

| rise to share that | amtoo a
sister, Order of the Eastern Star, Lorelei
Chapt er 581.

And it's just a great feeling to
al ways see and recogni ze ot her menbers, brothers
and sisters, whether it's through the pin,
whet her it's through wardrobe and through action.

And it is so heartwarmng to see
that everywhere | go, there is another brother or
sister out there doing the work secretly or not
secretly. So in this nonment that we are being
not secret, it is truly commendabl e the | egacy
t hat has been and continues to be of the work by
our Freemasons and our sisters.

And |'m just very honored to stand
inunity with you here in our Senate chanber. So
t hank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
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M. President.

Thank you, Senator Parker, for
i ntroducing this resolution.

When | think about the Masonic
order, | think about service. Wen | think about
service, | think about the Reverend Dr. Darren
Morton, who is not only the city conptroller of
Mount Vernon, he is the pastor of Mcedoni a
Bapti st Church, he is a nenber of the Msonic
order, and he is also a nenber of Al pha Phi
Alpha. And that's a | ot of service.

But Dr. Morton is not alone in
having that |evel, those degrees -- no pun
intended -- in the amount of service that he
does. Throughout my life | have been shaped by
Masons. M grandfather, James, was a Mason from
Johnson County, North Carolina, and ny
grandnot her Lena was also from-- was a Star in
al so Johnson County North Carolina. So |'ve
| earned about the | egacy of service that you
wonderful folks at Prince Hall are doing.

So | just wanted to throw nmy couple
of -- two cents in and just say thank you for al
the work that you do in the city of Munt Vernon

and the Bronx and well beyond. Anywhere where
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you can hear your voice, we know that a brother
or sister of the order is there.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

|'d also like to extend ny warm
wel come to our brothers that are here fromthe
Prince Hall Lodge. As a nenber of the
Silver Lodge in Silver Creek, New York, No. 757,
t hank you all for being here and thank you for
your advocacy and the amazing work that the
Freemasons do throughout the world, particularly
here in New York State.

There has never been a day where |
haven't said thank God for the Freemasons and the
work that they have done. As Senator Fernandez
said, sonetines it's secret -- but always out
t here, hel ping the people.

And God bl ess you all, and wel cone
to your Advocacy Day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senator Borrello.
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To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on April 16th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
Resol ution 2349, by Senator Wbb. Pl ease read
that resolution's title and recogni ze
Senat or Webb.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2349, by
Senat or Webb, nenorializing Governor Kathy Hochu
to proclaimMay 14, 2024, as Donestic Viol ence
Awar eness and Prevention Day in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.
| rise to thank nmy Senate col |l eagues

and of course our Majority Leader for bringing
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this resolution forward to nenorialize and
proclaim May 14th as Donestic Viol ence Awareness
and Prevention Day in New York State.

This resolution that |I'm speaki ng on
today is inportant. Earlier today we introduced
a series of bills, a nine-bill package, around
this inportant issue as it pertains to donestic
violence. And so as we know here in our chanber,
we have and continue to push through policy and

practice, resources, to address this inportant

i ssue.

Donesti c viol ence inpacts
New Yorkers fromall social groups. It does not
discrimnate. It inpacts us regardless of race,

soci oeconom ¢ status, gender identity, sex or
sexual orientation, ethnicity or age.

Wi |l e donestic violence certainly
does not discrimnate, as | said a nonment ago,
its inpact is experienced disproportionately by
worren, Bl ack wonen and Bl ack nen, and the
LGBTQ A+ conmuni ty.

It is critically inmportant that we
rai se awareness of this pervasive issue in al
the fornms that it may take. Donestic violence is

a pattern of behavior used by an individual to
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mai ntai n power and control over their intinate
partner. It may include physical, enotional,
financial and sexual abuse. It can cause

physi cal, nmental, enotional and financial trauma
to survivors.

Here in New York we have some of the
greatest demand for donmestic violence support
services in the country. | inplore us all to
continue to work to increase support for
survivors and donestic viol ence support services
and policies to ensure that survivors and their
famlies have safety and the ability to heal.

| am honored to be voting in favor
of this resolution, and | hope ny colleagues w |
join nme by voting aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you to Senator Wbb for
i ntroducing this resolution today.

We're going to be voting on a
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package of bills. 1t's always about meking sure
that we | ook out for these victins. But
something | always want to point out is | think
it's very inportant that we highlight the
different fornms of abuse. Wether it's physical,
enotional, psychological, financial, spiritual --
everything boils down to power and control.

And it's very inportant too -- in
t he | anguage that we use, we often will say
"donmestic violence," but that sometinmes carves
out other victinm who are suffering from al
different forms of this abuse.

At the root cause of this is
coercive control over another person. W mnust
continue to nodernize our laws to enconpass
t echnol ogy abuse, ways that people can be
t racked.

And | proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

The question is on the resolution.

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Now i s -- excuse
me. Next up is previously adopted
Resol ution 2335, by Senator Breslin. Please read
that resolution's title and recogni ze
Senat or Breslin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2335, by
Senat or Breslin, commendi ng the Capital Region
Chanber of Commerce upon the occasi on of
celebrating the MIlitary Appreciation Event on
May 14, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Breslin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,
M. President.

|"m here to recogni ze, through the
creation by the Capital District Chanber of
Commerce, the economic mlitary inpact to the
Capital District.

Now, | know legislators sitting here
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come fromall parts of the state, but it's hard
to recognize in a quiet way the inpact the
Capital District has on the mlitary econony as
wel | as the | ocal econony.

And | cite a couple here. It's the
Unified Mlitary Affairs Council, and they
support, anong others, the New York Air Nationa
GQuard's 109th Airport Wng; the Naval Support
Facility in Saratoga Springs; the Nucl ear Power
Training Unit in Ballston Spa; the Watervli et
Arsenal ; as well as a nunber of other mlitary
establ i shnents.

And | don't think many of you are
aware of the fact that the Watervliet Arsenal

known as "Anerica's Cannon Factory," began its
manuf act uri ng operation during the War of 1812.
And | don't renenber it at that tine.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: So that is the
ol dest conti nuously operated arsenal in the
United States. Today it manufactures weaponry
for the high-powered tank and artillery systens
t hat serve as the bedrock of Anerica and allied
mlitaries.

The 109th Airlift Wng, located in
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Scotia in Schenectady County, flies the world's
only |l arge specialized ski planes that support
the Arctic and Antarctic operations.

The recruitnment offices throughout
this area -- in total, there are hundreds and
hundreds of people working for government-rel ated
facilities that provide tremendous inpact to the
econonm es of the Capital District.

And | salute the Capital District
Chanber of Commerce for recognizing that economc
benefit which provides a protection benefit to
all of us.

So we're bl essed here today to have
with us the vice president of the Capital
Di strict Chanber of Commerce, Tom O Connor, as
wel | as Lieutenant Col onel Andrew Merchant of the
U.S. Arny Recruiting Battalion-Al bany, and he's
the battalion commander. And Sergeant First
Cl ass Roberto Wells of the 2nd Pl atoon,

B Conpany.

And | would ask that the State
Senate salute the three of them

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.

We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
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t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on May 7th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
all of these resolutions are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senator Ranobs for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ranos.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to say "Nanaste" and "Tash
del ek" to Adhi kaar, an amazi ng organi zation that
operates in ny district, |ed by Narbada Chhetri,
its executive director, and her entire team who

are here.
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| just want to recognize all of
their hard work in serving our inmgrant
popul ation, particularly our Nepal ese and Ti betan
nei ghbors and beyond. They have very great adult
education progranm ng, and they do a great job of

organi zing our nail salon workers in Queens and

beyond.

Thank you for all you do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.

We extend to you all privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Now | et's take
up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
140, Senate Print 3340, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 140, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
206, Senate Print 303, by Senator Sal azar, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill as well as, collectively,
the nine bills passing today related to crine
victims and survivors, serve, for one, to inprove
access to services and supports for victins and
survivors, to clarify parts of the law that are
anbi guous; to prevent harm including donestic
vi ol ence, from continuing or happening in the
first place; and to enpower victinms and survivors
to take back what has been taken fromthem and to
heal fromthe harmthat they have experienced.

Thank you, M. President.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sal azar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
237, Senate Print 1716, by Senator Skoufis, an
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act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 237, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gal I'ivan, Martins, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Rhoads, Rolison and Ryan.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
304, Senate Print 1304, by Senator Conrie, an act
to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 304, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Miurray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
311, Senate Print 653, by Senator Ott, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
350, Senate Print 4555B, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Section 66 of Chapter 777 of the
Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you so
much.

| just wanted to thank this body,
this chanber, for not debating this bill --
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(Laughter.)

SENATCR FERNANDEZ: -- because it
is very self-explanatory.

And it's sonething that, yes, nust
be in effect as soon as possible. Because as of
right nowin New York State if you choose to have
a beverage, an al coholic beverage, maybe you have
alittle too much and you then get sexually
assaulted or raped, it's technically your fault.

So this bill would repeal that and
remove the voluntary intoxication exclusion from
any defense, giving the survivor a fair and real
chance at seeking justice fromtheir attacker.

So | truly thank this body for its
support, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
486, Senate Print 5131, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the Retirenent and Social Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
543, Senate Print 1815, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read the
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 543, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
544, Senate Print 1951, by Senat or Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
584, Senate Print Number 5502, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast secti

act shall

on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

take effect on the 90th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

731, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4737B, by

Assenbl ynenber Lavine, an act to amend the

Penal Law.

| ast secti

act shall

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This

take effect on the 90th day after it

after it shall have becone a | aw

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 731, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
772, Senate Print 1382, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
863, Senate Print 8977, by Senator Wbb, an act

to anmend the Executive Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank again our
Senate Majority Leader and all of ny coll eagues
for their support.

This legislation ains to save |ives
and reduce these statistics, as | nentioned
earlier, by providing | aw enforcenent with a tool
designed to help themidentify victins who are
nost at risk for intimte partner hom cide.

According to a 2021 report, of the
estinmated 4,970 female victins of nurder and
non- negl i gent mansl aughter in 2021, data reported
by | aw enf orcenent agenci es indicated that
one-third, or 34 percent, were killed by an

intimate partner.
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By conparison, about 6 percent of
the 17,970 mal es that were nmurdered that year
were victinms of intimte partner hom cide.

This | egislation seeks to reduce
these statistics by requiring that officers
conduct a lethality assessnment when responding to
a donestic violence incident. That information
will be included in the donestic incident report
which is currently already done by | aw
enforcement, which includes information about the
victim the alleged offender, and the details of
t he incident.

Oficers will be required to advise
the victimof the results and refer themto | ocal
donestic violence prograns for support. The
of ficer nmust also provide the victimwith the
nunber of the New York State Domestic and Sexua
Vi ol ence Hotl i ne.

Based on the assessnent, the officer
may file for an Extreme Ri sk Protection Order if
there is credible informati on suggesting a
i kel i hood of serious harm

New York State will join other
states, once this is hopefully signed into | aw,

that currently do this particular lethality
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assessment, including Maryland and, nost
recently, Florida and U ah.

There are also counties currently
right nowin New York State that also utilize
this lethality assessnent, including ny home
county of Broone, but al so Westchester and
Dut chess counti es.

We know that lethality assessnents
do work to reduce femal e hom cides comrtted by
men by 40 percent. Not only lethality
assessnments hel p | aw enforcenent identify
potential victinms, but they al so enpower victins
with self-protective steps to help them escape
fatal encounters. Wnen who participated in the
program were significantly nore likely to renove
or hide their partner's weapons, obtain fornal
services for donmestic violence, to establish
safety strategies with friends and famly, and to
obtain some form of protection against their
part ner.

And |'m proud to sponsor this
| egislation to ensure that we continue to take
steps as a state to protect victinms of crime in
every way that we can. | vote aye and encourage

nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rolison to explain his vote.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Webb for
nmoving this bill forward. And | want to thank
all of ny colleagues for supporting this bill.

As Senator Webb sai d, Dutchess
County has had a lethality instrunent tool within
its public safety systemsince 2014. And | can
tell you, over those years the tool is hel ping
victinms of donestic violence identify the
seriousness of their offender and the ability of
that offender to reoffend and, as Senator Webb
said, to make plans to prevent that from
happeni ng, prevent them frombeing a victim
again -- safety plans, working with the crim nal
justice systemthrough the DA's office and DV
advocat es.

And I'Il leave with just one nore
statistic. In the past five years in Dutchess
County there has been an increase of 49 percent

of victins contacting an advocate at the scene of
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their report through that police officer. Wich
nmeans that that assessnent tool is showi ng those
victinms of their vulnerability and getting
connected with that advocate right then and
there. And of course the advocates are foll ow ng
up even if they don't nake contact fromthe
scene.

Li ves are being saved, and famlies
are having a nmuch better chance of staying intact
with the offender sonepl ace el se, obviously.

So Senat or Webb, thank you. W
col | eagues, thank you. This is a great bill, and
it's another denonstration of what we do here,
putting public safety first.

Thank you, M. President. | proudly
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rolison to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
908, Senate Print 1055, by Senator Hi nchey, an

act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3887

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
910, Senate Print 1791, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

911, Senate Print 1860, by Senator Brouk, an
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. Thi
act shall take effect on the 180th day after
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

act

t he

S

it

t he

ACTI NG PRESI|I DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 911, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello and Gallivan.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

912, Senate Print 2352, by Senat or Kavanagh,

act to anmend the Real Property Law.

an
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 912, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Felder, Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
931, Senate Print 2463B, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
939, Senate Print 2278A, by Senator Cleare, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
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M. President.

The consequences that a survivor of
donestic viol ence, elder abuse or other forms of
exploitation nmust face are often conpl ex,
deep-seated, and extend into all areas of the
survivor's life, including finances. Al nost
every case of abuse has an econom ¢ conponent to
it, and the average survivor is often put into
t housands of dollars of debt by their abuser.

This bill sets up a fornalized
process so that any survivor who was the victim
of a coerced debt may apply to have the
collection activities suspended, pending a review

of docunentation that the debt was in fact

coerced. In the ideal, after the review process
the survivor will no | onger be responsible for
t he debt.

In those cases where after review a
negative finding of coercion is rendered, both an
appeal and a private right of action are
possi bl e avenues of redress for the survivor.

In all, this bill ultimtely seeks a
bal anced approach where survivors are allowed to
grow, heal, and nove on with their life and are

not burdened for the rest of their lives by debt
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i ncurred under coercion.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 939, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Lanza, Mattera,
Oberacker, O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
952, Assenbly Bill 7476, by Assenbl ynenber Steck,
an act inrelation to pernmtting the Al bany
Cenmetery Association to file a certificate of
anmendnent of certificate of incorporation with
t he Departnent of State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
975, Senate Print 259, by Senator Serrano, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Serrano to explain his vote.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

Communities that | represent in the
South Bronx and East Harlem -- and indeed,
comunities all across the State of New York --
often suffer fromhealth disparities,

prevent abl e, chronic diseases that afflict
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certain communities. And there are nany ways to
address health disparities in our conmunity --
i ncreasi ng access to healthcare, but also
ensuring that we have cultural awareness and
conpetency in the nedical profession will also go
a long way to ensuring better health outcomes and
better connection between conmmunities and
heal t hcare professionals.

So | proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you. Senator Serrano to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 975, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Felder,
Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wber
and Wei k. Also Senator Scarcell a-Spanton.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Goi ng back to
notions for a second, M. President.

On behal f of Senator Breslin, on
page 42 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 798, Senate Print 2798, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
you, M. President, on page 33 | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 653,
Senate Print 1050A, and ask that said bill wll
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
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adj ourn unti |

3:00 p.m

t omorrow, Wednesday, May 15th, at

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Wednesday, May 15th, at 3:00 p.m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 4:42 p.m, the Senate
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